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Die  Martis,  3"  Mail  1853. 


LORDS    PRESENT: 


Marquess  of  Salisbury. 

Lord  Beaumont. 

Lord  Bbouoham  akb  Vaux. 


Lord  Wrottesley. 

Lord   OVERSTONE. 

Lord  St.  Leonards. 


The  LORD  ST.  LEONARDS  in  the  Chair. 


Evidence  on  the 
Bankruptcy  Bill* 


WILLIAM  HA  WES,  Esquire,  is  called  in,  and  examined  as  follows :  W.  Homes,  JEiy. 

1.  Lord  Brougham  and  Vaux.]  YOU  are  one  of  the  petitioners  in  this  petition?      ^"    *^  *  ^^' 
I  am. 

2.  In  the  year  1849,  when  the  Bankruptcy  Law  Consolidation  Act  passed,  were 
you  examined  ? 

I  was,  in  1848  and  1849. 

3.  Were  you  examined  both  in  1848  and  1849  in  the  Committee  of  this  House, 
as  well  as  in  the  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  ? 

I  was  examined  in  a  Committee  of  this  House  in  1848,  and  in  1849  in  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  other  House. 

4.  You  gave  your  opinion,  from  the  result  of  your  observations,  in  favour  of 
three  classes  of  certificates  upon  that  occasion  in  1849,  did  you  not } 

Idid. 

5.  Do  you  retain  the  same  opinion  which  you  then  had  in  favour  of  a  classifica- 
tion of  certificates  ? 

1  entertain  the  same  opinion ;  but  it  is  strengthened  materially  by  subsequent 
observation. 

6.  By  your  observations  of  the  working  of  it,  you  mean? 
Undoubtedly. 

7.  Has  it  had  the  effect  of  diminishing  the  amount  of  bankruptcies  brought 
before  the  Court  ? 

i  do  not  know  wheth^  the  diminution  of  the  cases  before  the  Court  is  to  be 
attributed  to  that  or  to  other  causes,  for  I  think  it  acts  both  ways.  On  the  one 
hand  it  induces  creditors  to  take  debtors  into  the  Court,  that  a  public  judgment 
may  be  pronounced  on  their  trading,  and  a  certificate  of  one  class  or  the  other 
granted ;  and  on  the  other  hand,  the  moral  influence  which  the  certainty  of  this 
examination,  and  tlje  subsequent  adjudication  of  a  certificate,  exercises  over  tradeni, 
frequently  renders  the  aid  of  the  Court  unnecessary.  The  reduction  of  business  is 
a  thing  dependent  on  other  circumstances  than  the  Commisaoners'  certificates. 

8.  Do  you  not  think  that  it  has  a  tendency  to  prevent  a  man  from  going  into 
the  Court,  though  there  may  be  no  fraud  proved  against  him,  and  ^nothing  to 
deprive  him  of  a  certificate  of  conformity,  that  he  may  be  stigmatised  by  the  grant 
of  a  third-class  certificate,  or  even  a  second-class  certificate,  instead  of  a  first  ? 

If  it  were  in  the  bankrupt's  power  to  decide  the  question  of  going  into  Court  or 
not,  it  would ;  but  it  is  the  creditor  who  has  the  power,  and  it  is  the  creditor  who 
decides. 
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W.  Hameif  Etq.        9.  Is  not  a  great  proportion  of  the  bankruptcies  that  arise  worked  in  the  Court 
. .        g  of  Bankruptcy  by  the  joint  consent  of  both  parties,  both  the  trader  and  his  cre- 

Previously  to  1849,  the  trader  had  the  power  of  taking  himself  into  the  Court 
without  any  communication  with  his  creditors  by  a  voluntary  surrender ;  but  now, 
unless  he  shows  that  he  has  five  shillings  in  the  pound,  he  cannot  do  that.  The 
number  of  voluntary  fiats  has  materially  lessened ;  they  were  fruitful  sources  of 
fraud,  rarely  paid  anything  but  the  smallest  dividends  beyond  the  Court  fees,  and 
frequently  did  not  even  pay  those  expenses. 

10.  Are  you  aware  of  the  great  falling  off  that  there  is  in  the  number  of  bank* 
ruptcies  ? 

Most  fortunately  we  are  all  acquainted  with  it. 

11.  Lord  Overstone.']  Do  you  think  that  the  number  of  bankruptcies  is  dimi- 
nished in  a  great  proportion  in  the  majority  of  instances  ? 

Yes ;  simply  from  the  fact  I  have  before  mentioned,  that  there  no  longer  exists 
the  facility  of  a  man  making  himself  a  bankrupt  by  obtaining «  voluntary  fiat ;  that 
has  lessened  the  number  of  bankruptcies,  without  affording  any  indication  what- 
ever of  the  extent  or  amount  of  insolvency  existing  at  the  present  time. 

12.  Do  you  think  that  the  difference  is  principally  attributable  to  the  decrease  of 
voluntary  fiats  ? 

To  that  mainly,  whilst  other  parts  of  the  Bill  of  1849  have  operated  to  increase 
the  number  of  bankruptcies,  that  is,  the  number  of  persons  taken  into  Court. 

13.  Lord  Brougham  and  Vaux.']  Then,  am  I  to  understand  that  by  the  answer 
given  to  my  question,  accompanied  with  the  answer  given  to  Lord  Overstone^s,  you 
mean  that,  as  far  as  the  diminution  since  the  year  1849  has  been  the  effect  of  the 
change  in  the  law,  it  is  owing  to  the  diminution  of  the  number  of  voluntary  bank- 
ruptcies r 

Mainly ;  but  you  must  not  leave  out  of  view  the  prosperous  state  of  the  com- 
mercial world. 

14.  I  understand  you  to  say  that,  in  your  opinion,  the  diminution  has  been  occa- 
sioned by  the  change  of  the  law,  owing  to  its  operation  upon  the  voluntary  bank- 
ruptcies ? 

Yes,  to  a  very  great  extent. 

15.  Has  any  other  cause  besides  the  change  in  the  law,  in  your  judgment,  dimi- 
nished the  number  of  bankruptcies  ? 

Undoubtedly ;  the  unusual  prosperity  of  the  country  in  the  last  few  years  has 
lessened  the  number  and  amount  of  commercial  insolvencies,  and  consequently  of 
the  bankruptcies ;  and  the  proportion  of  compositions  with  creditors  to  bankrupt- 
cies is  greater  than  it  was  some  years  ago. 

16.  liord  Overstone.'\  Are  you  not  of  opinion  that  the  winding-up  of  an  insolvent's 
estate  is  in  many  cases  very  much  influenced  by  the  advice  of  the  solicitor  ? 

Of  course  the  advice  of  a  solicitor  who  understands  the  law,  and  the  expense 
of  working  a  fiat,  must  have  weight ;  but  I  think  the  creditors  look  to  the  best  means 
of  obtaining  the  largest  dividend  one  way  or  the  other ;  and  with  respect  to  the 
necessity  of  inquiry  into  any  fraudulent  transaction,  they  decide  the  question:  but 
the  opinion  of  the  solicitor  will,  as  it  ought  to,  have  weight  upon  that  point,  though 
I  think,  generally  speaking,  the  question  is  decided  by  the  creditors,  and  not  by  the 
solicitor. 

17.  Lord  Brougham  and  Vaux  J]  You  have  spoken  of  the  prosperity  of  late  years ; 
was  there  not  a  period  of  very  great  distress  in  1846,  1846  and  1847  ? 

Yes. 

18.  Did  that  greatly  increase  the  number  of  bankruptcies  r 

It  did  not  so  materially  increase  the  number  of  bankruptcies  as  would  have  been 
expected,  because  many  of  the  failures  were  of  a  class  that  cannot  be  taken  into  the 
Court  of  Fankruptcy  at  ^.  There  was  only  one  case,  and  that  was  an  Indian  house, 
in  a  large  way  of  business,  which  was  carried  into  the  Court  of  Bankruptcy. 

19.  Would  it  not  follow  that  if  the  distress  of  1845,  1846  and  1847  did  not 
materially  increase  the  number  of  bankruptcies,  the  prosperity  of  the  country  since 
then  cannot  be  credited  with  the  diminution  ? 

No, 
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No,  I  think  not;  I  have  only  credited  it  to  a  certain  extent;  I  have  not  said     ^-  H^ncii^  Esq. 
that  it  was  the  main  cause:  but  as  regards  the  bankruptcies  in  those  years,  the        .  «1       « 
number  was  not  very  much  increased,  because  the  larger  concerns  did  not  use  the      ^      ^^  '  ^^' 
Court.    I  think  there  was,  I  believe,  only  one  house  that  went  into  the  Court  among 
the  higher  merchants,  and  that  was  after  the  greater  portion  of  the  foreign  assets 
had  been  collected. 

20.  I  observe  that  you  state  that,  in  1849,  the  committee  with  whom  you  acted, 
that  is  the  London  committee,  had  at  one  time  differed  in  their  opinion,  that  is, 
had  not  been  unanimous  upon  the  subject  of  the  class  certificates,  but  that  this  year 
they  are  unanimous  ? 

They  were  not  unanimous  until  1849. 

21.  But  now  they  are  all  agreed,  are  they  ? 

Yes ;  the  classification  of  certificates  was  unanimously  recommended  to  your 
Lordships*  Committee  in  1849. 

22.  Have  they  changed  their  opinion  since  1849  in  consequeiice  of  their  expe* 
rience  and  observation  upon  the  working  of  the  system  ? 

I  believe  not;  I  think  the  contrary :  I  believe  the  Committee  are  more  deceived 
in  their  opinion  than  they  were. 

23.  I  observe  you  were  asked  whether  it  would  have  the  effect  of  bringing  per- 
sons to  the  Bankruptcy  Court  at  an  earlier  period,  and  you  said,  "  It  would,  and 
would  prevent  a  great  deal  of  fraud"  ? 

That  it  has  prevented  a  great  deal  of  fraud  we  should  all  agree ;  but  whether  it 
has  brought  people  to  the  Court  of  Bankruptcy  at  an  earlier  period  it  is  not  so  easy 
to  know.     The  tendency  of  the  measure  of  1849  is  to  keep  people  out  of  Court 
altogether :  the  knowledge  which  they  now  have,  that  a  very  rigid  inquiry  into  their 
affairs,  and  the  mode  in  which  their  business  has  been  conducted  will  be  gone  into, 
has  tended,  undoubtedly,  to  make  men  submit  their  affairs  to  their  creditors  at  an 
earlier  stage  than  they  did  under  the  old  law,  and  thus  avoid  the  Court  altogether--*- 
to  their  own  benefit,  to  the   benefit  of  their  creditors,   and   to    that   of  trade 
generrfly.     Under  the  old  law  the  debtor  threatened  the  creditor  to  take  his  i^lkirs 
into  the  Court  of  Bankruptcy :  under  the  new  law  the  creditor  looks  to  and  obtaihs 
from  the  Court  protection,  because,  if  there  be  fraud,  punishment  is  certain,  and  if 
not  legal  but  commercial  fraud,  the  classification  of  the  certificate  protects  the  cre- 
ditor ;  whereas,  before  1849,  there  was  no  punishment  whatever ;  and  mU  taken  into 
the  Court,  honest  or  not,  were  turned  into  the  world  branded  alike :  the  refusal  of  a 
certificate  was  a  rare  case  indeed.     Formerly  the  expense  of  the  Court  was  greater 
than  it  now  is :  the  debtor  used  to  threaten  the  creditor,  because  he  knew  the  ere* 
ditor  would,  if  possible,  avoid  the  trouble  and  expense  of  the  commission  of  bank- 
ruptcy.    I  think  the  Bill  of  1849  has  materially  checked  one  class  of  frauds  common 
in  insolvent  estates ;  I  mean  fraudulent  preferences. 

24.  Then  is  it  the  result  of  your  experience,  from  observation,  that  the  working 
of  the  classification  system  has  had  a  tendency  to  diminish,  and  has  in  point  of 
hot  diminished,  the  amount  of  fruud  ? 

Undoubtedly,  I  believe,  it  has  diminished  the  amount  of  frttud. 

25.  Lord  Overstone.']  Do  you  feel  authorized  to  speak  confidently  as  to  th^ 
opinions  of  the  great  mass  of  persons  who  have  signed  that  petition  ? 

Yes ;  I  was  engaged  for  many  years  in  a  trade  which  had  more  bankruptcies 
than  any  other,  except  the  haberdashery  and  the  wine  and  spirit  trades.  I  was 
engaged  with  the  grocers,  and  the  greater  part  o  our  committee  were  either 
warehousemen,  wholesale  grocers,  or  in  the  wine  trade,  and  together  they  had  a  very 
broad  basis  upon  which  to  form  their  opinions  of  the  operation  of  apy  measure 
relating  to  bankruptcy ;  and  we  are  now  perfectly  unanimous  in  oiur  belief  with 
respect  to  the  benefit  which  has  arisen  to  trade  from  this  Act  of  Parliament.  I 
think  I  may  say  I  speak  the  opinions  of  all  of  them,  that  it  has  been  of  very  j^at 
service  to  trade,  and  is  still  producing  great  advantages ;  but  of  course  a  few  years 
must  elapse  before  the  certainty  of  punishment  can  have  its  full  effect  in  the 
prevention  of  fruud. 

26.  The  benefit  you  consider  to  consist  principally  in  expediting  the  time,  or 
rather  the  preventing  of  delay  in  adjusting  t^ie  debtor's  affairs  with  his  creditors,  in 
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W.  Hmtiy  E9q>    preventing  fraud  in  its  incipient  stages,  and  in  checking  whatever  recklessness  there 

might  be  in  the  expenditure  ? 

3d  May  1853.         Yes,  precisely  so. 

27.  In  all  those  three  respects,  do  you  think  that  trade  is  protected  now  to  a 
greater  extent  than  it  was  previously  to  the  existence  of  the  present  Act  of 
Parliament  ? 

Yes.  Formerly  the  estate  of  a  trader  was  almost  unprotected,  and  there  was  an 
enormous  extent  of  insolvency,  the  insolvent  taking  advantage  of  such  an  unwhole- 
some state  of  the  law.  I  believe  I  am  speaking  the  unanimous  opinion  of  our 
committee  when  I  say  that  the  amount  of  insolvency  is  now  much  less,  and  the 
dividends,  as  a  whole,  are  much  larger  than  previously  to  1849 ;  and  that  the 
grossly  fraudulent  cases  are  principally  confined  to  a  lower  class  of  tradesmen,  who 
in  fact  have  not  a  great  amount  of  business. 

28.  Do  you  think  that  the  three  classes  of  certificates  afiect  the  cases  of  frau 
dulent  debtors,  or  debtors  who  are  guilty  of  great  indiscretion  ? 

1  think  that  when  a  trader  is  thoroughly  fraudulent,  it  does  not  much  matter 
about  the  certificate ;  but  I  think  the  tendency  of  the  three  classes  of  certificates  is 
to  induce  a  great  anxiety  to  get  a  first-class  certificate ;  to  accomplish  this  great 
anxiety  is  shown  to  make  the  best  of  the  estate ;  and  when  once  the  estate  gets 
into  Court,  there  is  a  strong  desire  to  show  the  creditors  that  everything  is  surren- 
dered, and  to  facilitate  the  winding-up  of  the  concern. 

29.  You  think  that  the  existence  of  the  three  classes  of  certificates  exercises 
some  influence  upon  the  conduct  of  the  insolvent  ? 

I  think  the  knowledge  that  a  certificate  will  have  to  be  obtained  exercises  a 
most  beneficial  influence  upon  parties  before  they  are  insolvent,  and  undoubtedly,  I 
think,  it  is  a  great  check  upon  the  improvident.  It  is  a  moral  influence  that  is 
being  exercised  over  traders  which  did  not  exist  before.  I  am  strongly  inclined  to 
think  that  the  influence  before  is  of  much  greater  importance  than  the  influence 
after  bankruptcy. 

30.  Is  it  your  impression  that  the  general  feeling  of  the  trading  conmiunity  is 
that  of  satisfaction  with  the  present  operation  of  the  Bankruptcy  Laws,  and  that 
insolvents'  estates  are  wound  up  in  the  manner  most  beneficial  to  the  creditor  ? 

That  question  involves  the  entire  approval  of  the  law  and  of  its  administration  in 
the  Bankruptcy  Court,  and  to  that  I  cannot  give  an  unqualified  answer.  If  you 
put  the  question  as  to  the  facilities  which  have  been  afibrded  for  taking  a  man  into 
Court,  and  the  very  much  more  rapid  distribution  of  assets  than  formerly,  and  the 
improvement  that  is  efiected  by  the  introduction  of  the  dasses  of  certificates,  I 
should  say  that  the  general  feeling  is  that  of  satisfsetction ;  but  there  are  expenses 
and  delays  and  regulations  to  which  we  object,  and  which  are  capaUe  of  easy 
improvement ;  one,  for  instance,  is  the  mode  of  paying  the  official  assignees,  to  which 
we  object. 

31.  Lord  Brougham  and  VaiurJ]  Does  anything  further  occur  to  you  to  state 
than  what  you  have  stated  in  answer  to  the  questions  touching  the  reali2dng  of 
your  expectations  by  the  experience  of  the  last  three  years  ? 

I  can  merely  repeat  that  we  are  thoroughly  satisfied  with  the  beneficial  operation 
of  the  law.  I  am  confining  myself  simply  to  the  subject  of  certificates,  and  I  have 
had  communications  from  the  committees  in  the  country,  which  thoroughly 
support  the  view  taken  by  the  London  committee. 

82.  Lord  Overstone.]  Do  you  consider  that  the  evil  result  which  would  arise 
from  abolishing  the  three  classes  of  certificates  would  be,  that  you  would  go  back  to 
the  law  existing  previously  to  the  year  1849,  which  is  acknowledged  by  aU  parties 
to  be  a  bad  state  of  the  law  ? 

Yes ;  I  consider  that  it  would  remove  the  stimulus  to  the  early  surrender  of 
•states,  and  the  means  of  getting  the  greatest  amount  of  information  about  those 
estates  when  surrendered,  which  has  been  created  by  the  Bill. 

83.  Chairman.^  Prom  what  do  you  form  your  opinicm  about  the  beneficial  work- 
ing of  the  class  certificate  system ;  first,  as  regards  yourself  in  your  own  capadty  as 
a  merchant  or  a  trader,  how  has  it  operated  with  regard  to  you  individually  ? 

I  have  stated  already  that  recently  I  have  not  been  in  a  situation  to  enable  me 
to  speak  from  that  personal  experience  which  I  had  previously  to  1849. 

34.  Is 


Digitized  by 


Google 


3d  May  1853. 


COMMITTEE    ON   THE    BANKRUPTCY    BILL.  7 

.  34.  Is  your  experience  before  1849,  or  after  the  Act  passed?  f§r^  Hawes,  E$q. 

Previously  to  the  Act  being  passed. 

,    36,  Then,  you  only  speak  from  what  you  have  heaj*d  from  others  ? 

I  speak  from  being  the  chairman  of  a  committee  which  meets  constantly,  and 
which  represents  the  largest  body  of  traders  that  ever  has  been  associated  together 
for  the  promotion  of  any  act  of  the  kind.  My  Lord  Overstone  knows  the  names 
of  the  parties,  that  they  are  all  actively  engaged  in  large  transactions,  and  living  in 
London,  and  they  are  unanimous. 

36.  Are  those  persons  who  are  presenting  this  petition  persons  with  whom 
parties  at  Liverpool  and  Manchester  contract  engagements  ? 

Undoubtedly,  to*  an  enormous  extent 

37.  Are  they  merchants  who  are  in  business  to  what  may  be  called  a  large 
extent  ? 

Yes,  very  large. 

38.  And  they  are  persons  who  are  liable  to  the  Bankrupt  Law? 
Undoubtedly ;  they  are  both  takers  and  givers  of  credit,  and  subject  to  all  the 

casualties  of  trade.  ' 

39.  You  have  been  understood  to  state  that  the  large  bankruptcies  do  not,  since 
the  year  1849,  come  into  Court? 

Yes,  nor  did  they  before  1849.  We  have  had  very  few  large  bankruptcies  or 
fiulures  since  the  year  1849. 

40.  You  are  aware  that,  independently  of  the  class  certificates,  the  Act  of  1849 
has  the  most  stringent  provisions  against  a  bankrupt  who  has  committed  almost  any 
feult  that  ought  to  exclude  a  man  from  a  certificate  ? 

Yes,  it  has,  against  the  frauds  defined  in  the  Act. 

41.  Take  section  256  for  example ;  does  not  it  enumerate  nine  different  offences 
that  are  to  exclude  the  party  from  a  certificate  ? 

Yes ;  but  there  are  many  other  commercial  offences  unenumerated,  which  are 
equally  fraudulent. 

42.  You  are  also  aware  that  the  Act  gives  a  discretionary  power  to  the  Com- 
missioner to  withhold  the  certificate,  to  suspend  the  certificate,  to  ann^x  a  condi- 
tion to  the  certificate,  and  to  place  the  bankrupt,  independently  of  the  class  certifi- 
cate, wholly  under  the  control  and  the  power  of  the  Commissioners  ? 

Yes. 

43.  Therefore,  it  would  seem  to  follow  that  the  system  of  class  certificates  has 
an  object  beyond  the  excluding  of  the  fraudulent  bankrupt  from  the  benefit  of  the 
Bankruptcy  Act,  which  is  to  enable  the  honest  man  to  start  again  as  a  trader ;  is 
not  that  so  ? 

Yes,  to  enable  all  who  obtain  certificates  to  begin  again. 

44.  ITien,  it  applies  only  to  those  persons  who  do  obtain  a  certificate  ? 
Yes,  undoubtedly. 

46.  Consequently,  if  the  system  of  class  certificates  only  applies  to  those  who  do 
obtain  a  certificate,  no  man  who  obtains  a  certificate  of  any  class  can  have  com- 
mitted any  of  these  various  offences  ? 

There  are  many  offences,  mercantile  frauds,  that  are  not  enumerated,  which 
would  exclude  him  altogether  from  a  certificate,  if  the  law  were  properly  admi- 
nistered. 

46.  I  am  supposing  that  the  law  is  property  administered,  and  that  if  he  has 
committed  any  of  these  offences,  he  is  excluded  from  obtaining  a  certificate.  If 
he  has  acted  improperly,  or  refused  to  give  information,  or  done  anything  Wrong, 
and  also  if  it  is  afterwards  proved  that  he  has  improperly  obtained  his  certificate, 
then  the  certificate  may  be  recalled  ? 

1  hat  is  supposing  the  offence  to  be  legally  proved. 

47.  It  must  be  taken  for  granted  that  that  which  is  not  proved  does  not  exist. 
With  respect  to  the  class  certificate,  the- object  of  the  certificate  is  (the  man  being 
(Gripped  of  all  his  property)  to  turn  him  out  again  with  a  capacity  of  tradings  is 
it  not? 
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JV.  Hawes.  Esq.         J  do  not  think  the  object  of  the  class  certificate  is  to  turn  out  the  man  again 
3d  m"1J7T853.      ^^^^  ^^^  capacity  of  trading. 

48.  But  the  effect  of  the  certificate  is  to  enable  him  to  commence  trading  again, 

is  it  not  ? 

Yes,  the  effect  of  the  certificate,  but  not  of  the  classification. 

49.  Do' you  know  whether  the  gentlemen  whose  petition  we  have  now  before  us 
are  in  the  habit  of  keeping  a  list  of  the  traders  who  have  gone  into  the  Court  of 
Bankruptcy,  with  the  class  of  cei-tificates  which  they  have  obtained  ? 

Undoubtedly  several  do — those  in  the  largest  business  do — of  all  insolvencies  con- 
nected with  their  own  trade.  There  is  an  oflfice,  with  a  secretary,  in  which  the  cir-r 
cumstances  of  each  bankrupt  are  recorded,  and  the  class  of  Certificate  awarded, 
and.  more  than  that,  every  assignment  and  composition  is  recorded. 

50.  I  am  aware  that  the  traders  in  the  City  of  London  take  every  possible  means 
(and  I  do  not  find  fault  with  that)  to  ascertain  what  is  the  state  of  solvency  of  the 
persons  with  whom  they  are  dealing;  but  as  far  as  your  knowledge  goes,  what  do 
you  believe  is  the  operation  upon  traders  in  the  City  of  London  of  the  practice  of 
dealing  with  men  according  to  the  certificates  which  they  have  obtained  ? 

From  my  own  knowledge,  as  I  have  said  before,  1  cannot  answer  the  question  ; 
but  from  the  knowledge  I  gain,  associating  as  I  do  with  the  largest  traders,  and 
those  who  are  subject  to  insolvencies  to  the  largest  extent —  I  mean  houses  in  the 
Manchester  trade,  and  wholesale  grocers — I  have  an  impression,  from  the  facts  they 
have  brought  before  me,  that  there  is  an  improvement  with  respect  to  the  conduct 
of  insolvents  since  the  passing  of  the  Act  of  1849. 

51.  But  may  not  that  be  owing  to  the  improvement  in  the  prosperity  of  the 
country,  and  to  the  greater  vigilance  with  which  gentlemen  trading  in  a  city  like 
London  look  to  their  debtors,  and,  as  you  say,  having  a  committee  to  watch, 
thereby  tending  to  exercise  an  influence  over  the  minds  of  persons  with  whom 
they  deal  ? 

No  ;  because  we  have  had  periods  of  prosperity  before  the  present.  My  Lord 
Overstone  will  recollect  the  period  running  from  the  year  1836  to  the  year  1841 ) 
and  we  have  in  the  records  of  this  Committee,  which  was  formed  many  years  since, 
the  result  of  insolvencies  and  bankruptcies,  and  the  subsequent  dividends  paid 
during  those  years ;  and  I  am  perfectly  satisfied,  that  if  time  is  given  to  us,  we 
could  bring  before  your  Lordships  the  fact  that  the  dividends  arising  from  compo- 
sitions, assignments  and  bankruptcies,  are  .  now  materially  larger  than  they  were 
then. 

52.  How  does  that  prove  that  the  granting  certificates  in  classes  operates  to  proi- 
duce  that  effect  ? 

It  proves  that  the  Bankrupt  Law  as  it  is,  taking  it  as  a  whole,  induces  the  sur- 
render of  property  at  an  eai-lier  stage  than  the  law  did  previously  to  the  passing  of 
the  last  Act ;  that  is  as  a  whole ;  it  consists  of  many  parts ;  but  the  certificate 
class  I  believe  to  bo  very  important  in  its  preventive  effect. 

53.  Are  you  aware  that  there  is  no  such  law  in  any  country  in  Europe  r 

1  am  perfectly  aware  of  that ;  but  the  foreign  laws  relating  to  insolvencies  and 
bankruptcies  are  much  more  stringent  than  any  we  have  in  this  country.  In  othe^ 
countries,  debtors  are  all  severely  punished ;  but  fraudulent  debtors  never  obtain 
relief  from  their  debts,  and  cannot  again  be  free,  as  in  this  coimtry.  In  Spain, 
the  debtor  loses  all  his  civil  rights.  Here  is  a  paper,  in  which  the  Committee  will 
find  a  resumi  of  the  laws  relating  to  bankruptcy  in  every  country  in  Europe ;  and 
there  is  no  country  in  which  the  law  is  so  mild  as  here. 

54.  You  are  of  course  aware  that  the  class  certificates  have  no  relation  to  fraudu- 
lent conduct;  for  if  the  party  has  committed  any  fraud,  he  will  not  get  a  certifi- 
cate at  all  ? 

There  is  no  doubt  that  unless  the  actual  fraud  specified  in  the  Act  is  proved,  a 
certificate  of  one  class  or  the  other  is  granted.  Many  commercial  frauds  are  not 
enumerated. 

55:  But  the  class  certificates,  according  to  the  Act  of  1849,  are  to  be  granted 
with'  reference  to  the  bankruptcy  being  occasioned  either  wholly  by  unforeseen 
losses,  or  partly  by  unforeseen  losses,  or  without  reference  to  unforeseen  lo?^es. 
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In  the  first  case,  he  is  to  have  a  first-ckss  certificate ;  in  the  second  case,  a  second-     JV.  Htiwes^  E$j. 

class  certificate ;  and  in  the  third  case,  a  third-class  certificate  ?  

To  reply  to   that,  1  must  except  to  your   Lordship's  first  proposition.      The      ^     *^     ''^^ 
clause  has  refei-ence  to  the  frauds  particularized   in    the  Bankruptcy  Act,  as  I 
understand  the  rule. 

56.  AVhat  I  mean  is,  that  the  class  of  the  certificate  which  is  granted  has  no 
refei-ence  to  frauds  ;^ because,  if  the  man  has  committed  a  fraud,  he  will  liot  have  a 
certificate  at  all.  Now,  let  me  just  read  to  you  what  the  certificate  is  to  specify ; 
the  Commissioner  is  to  specify,  "  that  the  bankruptcy  has  arisen  from  unavoidable 
losses  and  misfortunes;  that  he  is  entitled  to,  and  1  do  award  him  this  certificate  as 
of  the  first  class ;"  or  "  that  his  bankruptcy  has  not  wholly  arisen  from  unavoid- 
able losses  and  misfortunes,  and  that  he  is  entitled  to,  and  I  do  award  him  this 
certificate  as  of  the  second  class ;"  or  "  that  his  -bankruptcy  has  not  arisen  from 
unavoidable  losses  or  misfortunes,  and  that  he  is  only  entitled  to,  and  I  do  only 
award  him  this  certificate  as  of  the  third-class.'^  So  that  the  qualification  entirely 
depends  upon  losses  and  misfortunes,  putting  fraud  completely  out  of  the  ques- 
tion :  those  different  matters  which  are  provided  for  directly  by  the  Act  of  Par- 
liament depend  upon  his  bankruptcy  having  arisen  wholly  from  unavoidable  losses 
and  misfortunes,  or  not  wholly  from  unavoidable  losses  and  misfortunes  at  all ;  it  may 
have  been  pai-tially,  or  it  may  not  have  arisen  from  those  circumstances  at  all. 
Then,  does  not  that  lead  ultimately  to  this  sort  of  investigation,  how  far  the 
conserjuence  may  have  been  what  you  or  the  Commissioner  think  reckless  trading, 
and  does  not  this  question,  thei-efore,  lead  to  an  examination  into  the  extent  of 
a  man's  trading  ? 

Into  the  extent  and  character  of  his  trading. 

57.  Lord  Oversfone.l  By  *^  extent,"  you  mean  as  compared  with  his  means? 
Yes. 

58.  Chairnun).']  Does  that  lead  to  the  difficulty  in  a  country  like  this,  which 
depends  so  much  ujion  commerce,  of  ascertaining  where  enterprise  ends  and 
reckless  trading  begins  r 

You  have  the  result  clearly  before  you ;  you  have  in  the  first  place  the  insolvency 
of  the  man,  and  you  then  have  the  cause  of  that  insolvency  explained ;  and  if  the 
trading  has  been  reckless,  the  cause  is  sho\\ii  upon  the  face  of  the  papers  brought 
before  the  Com-t. 

59.  Therefore,  in  ])oint  of  fact,  you  judge  after  the  event  in  that  case  ? 
Undoubtedly;  as  in  all  courts  of  justice  you  judge  after  the  event,  and  decide 

whether  the  man  has  been  guilty  of  reckless  trading  or  not. 

60.  Then  would  not  this  follow,  that  what  might  appear  before  the  event  a  fiur 
and  proper  speculation  might,  after  the  event,  appear  to  be  a  ver}'  reckless  specu- 
lation ? 

I  cannot  conceive  it  would  be  the  case  if  a  man  is  trading  prudently ;  if  a  man 
enters  into  a  speculation,  of  course  it  is  with  a  \iew  to  get  money,  and,  of  course, 
the  more  extensive  the  speculation  in  the  commodity  in  which  he  is  dealing,  the 
more  he  hopes  to  gain  by  it ;  if  he  enters  into  the  speculation  to  such  an  extent  as 
to  incur  a  risk  such  as  nobody  could  contemplate  a  prudent  man  incurring,  that  is 
prmdfade  evidence  of  recklessness. 

fil.  Then  you  do  not  mean  to  say  that  ever}^  man's  speculation  must  be  bound 
by  the  capital  which  he  has  to  answer  an  adverse  event  ? 

A  man's  speculation  must  be  bound  by  the  means  which  he  has  to  meet  his 
engagements,  in  case  of  failure. 

62.  Lord  Oxerstojie.']  Should  not  you  say  that,  if  a  man  sets  out  in  a  mercantile 
concern,  there  should  be  some  proportion  between  his  operations  and  the  means  of 
carrying  them  out  ? 

Undoubtedly ;  and  it  is  upon  the  belief  that  such  a  proportion  is  preserved  that 
the  trustworthiness  and  the  credit  of  a  man  is,  in  a  great  measure,  based. 

63.  Is  there  not  a  vast  deal  of  diflerence  in  conduct,  beyond  mere  fi-aud,  ^iith 
respect  to  the  proceedings  of  a  person  in  carrying  on  his  trade  ? 

Yes;  and  for  that  reason  I  wished  particularly  to  call  my  Lord  St.  Leonards'  atten- 
tion to  the  application  of  the  word  "  fraud"  to  commercial  transactions,  because  there 
is  a  marked  difference  between  frauds  in  the  ordinarv  criminal  sense  and  those 
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W.  Haines,  Esq.  occurringin  commerce;  tbereare  circumstances  of  common  oceunrencewhich  I  b^eve 
" are  not  considered  as  frauds  under  the  Act,  and  which  are  not  acknowledged  as 

3  Jfay  1S53.  frauds,'and  which  many  traders  scarcely  consider  as  wrong,  for  which  we  wish  to  have  a 
class  certificate,  to  show  that  the  debtor  has  done  wrong,  that  he  has  been  im- 
prudent, and  that,  if  he  has  not  committed  a  fraud,  he  has  not  conducted  himself 
in  such  a  manner,  as  a  tradesman,  as  to  be  entitled  to  pass  through  the  Court 
without  remark. 

64.  Chairman,']  Have  you  seen  observations  from  the  Commissioners,  as  they 
are  reported  in  the  newspapers  of  the  day,  in  which  the  Commissioner  has  stated 
his  regret  that  he  is  forced  to  deny  to  a  particular  man  a  first-class  certificate  ? 

I  have  no  doubt  that  cases  of  that  kind  have  occurred,  when  he  has  felt  very 
great  regret  at  denying  a  first-class  certificate ;  but  at  the  same  time,  even  in 
criminal  courts,  it  is  not  unusual  to  hear  a  Judge  regret  that  he  is  obliged  to  inflict 
a  very  severe  punishment  upon  a  prisoner ;  but  I  believe  such  cases  are  exceedingly 
rare. 

65.  Is  there  any  standard  among  commercial  men  by  which  the  Commissioner 
is  to  exercise  the  duty  reposed  in  him,  in  granting  a  class  certificate  ? 

I  think  there  is  a  commercial  standard,  which  is  regular  in  its  action,  and  which 
enables  the  Commissioner,  in  the  greater  number  of  cases  that  come  before  him, 
to  judge  and  decide  consistently  upon  the  respective  merits  or  demerits  of  the 
bankrupt's  conduct. 

66.  As  &r  as  your  experience  goes,  do  you  think  that  different  Commissioners 
genei-ally  arrive  at  the  same  result  ? 

I  see  every  variety  of  case  in  the  London  Courts,  and  I  think  that  the  Com- 
missioner might  sometimes  be  a  little  more  severe  ;  yet  it  is  remarkable,  as  a  whole 
what  satisfactory  decisions  they  give- 

67.  Are  you  aware  that  there  have  been  a  good  many  appeals  from  the  decisions 
which  they  have  given,  as  to  the  certificates  ? 

I  do  not  think  there  have  been  many  in  proportion  to  the  number  granted. 

68.  Are  you  aware  that  many  of  them  have  been  reversed  ? 

Yes,  and  reversed  entirely  in  opposition  to  the  opinions  of  all  persons  connected 
with  the  estate,  and  it  has  been  to  the  very  great  regret  of  the  mercantile  body  that 
they  should  be  so  reversed ;  there  is  one  case  especially,  in  which  a  large  mercantile 
house  was  interested,  in  which  there  was  a  reversal  of  the  decision  of  the  Com- 
missioner upon  appeal ;  it  was  a  case  in  which  we  all  took  a  very  great  interest,  and 
we  were  very  much  disappointed  at  the  result  of  the  appeal. 

69.  That  is  to  say,  you  are  dissatisfied  with  the  administration  of  the  law  in  the 
higher  branches  of  the  Court  ? 

No,  I  think  not ;  but  1  think  that  the  fact  of  the  Lords  Justices  being  persons 
who  know  nothing  about  trade,  who  have  not  had  the  whole  case  before  them,  who 
have  not  seen  the  bankrupt  examined,  and  who  have  not  seen  the  manner  in  which 
he  conducted  his  business,  makes  them  unfit  to  decide  whether  the  person  is  or  is 
not  entitled  to  the  certificate,  and  therefore  we  very  much  wish  to  have  the  appeal  to 
the  Subdivision  Court  as  it  existed  ori^nally. 

70.  Lord  Brougham  and  Vaux.]  You  mean  the  subdivision  of  the  Courts  ? 

Yes. 

71.  Chmrman.]  You  wish  to  withdraw  from  the  Superior  Court  the  whole 
jurisdiction  over  the  class  certificates  ? 

We  wish  to  withdraw  from  the  Superior  Courts  the  jurisdiction  that  was  given 
by  the  Act  of  1849,  and  which  they  did  not  formerly  possess  to  the  same  extent  as 
now ;  and  we  wish  to  revert  to  the  state  of  the  law  which  existed  before  in  that 
respect,  and  for  this  reason,  that  the  Judges  of  the  Superior  Court,  learned  as  they 
are,  cannot,  we  think,  have  the  whole  circumstances  of  the  case  before  them. 

72.  That  is,  you  do  not  approve  of  the  decisions  to  which  they  have  come  ? 
Undoubtedly  we  do  not. 

73.  Lofd  Overstone.]  Is  it  your  opinion  that  the  situation  of  the  inferior  Judges 
pkces  them  more  immediately  in  connexion  with  the  transactions  upon  which  they 
have  to  exercise  their  judgment,  than  the  superior  Judges,  and  that,  in  consequence 
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of  that,  they  exercise  a  judgment  more  in  harmony  with  the  policy  of  the  great      ^-  ifott«f  Eiq* 
truMng  eommittee  erf  whidi  you  are  chairman ?  .  MayT^. 

Yes,  that  is  the  case ;  and,  perhaps,  I  might  add,  that  it  is  of  much  importance      * * 

that  the  right  of  the  bankrupt  to  his  certificate  should  depend  upon  his  conduct 
before  the  Court,  and  that  there  should  be  a  strict  examination  of  his  conduct  in 
his  mercantile  transactions,  the  result  of  which  can  only  be  known  by  the  Judge 
hearing  the  case,  because  the  examination  is  spread  over  six  or  eight  months,  and 
with  the  character  and  conduct  of  the  debtor  as  exhibited  during  this  long  period, 
the  Commissioner  alone  can  be  acquainted ;  and  although  the  word  "  inferior"  was 
used,  we  think  the  knowledge  of  the  Judges  in  bankruptcy,  in  all  matters  relating 
to  the  certificate,  cannot  be  equalled  by  that  of  the  Judges  in  any  other  Couit. 

74.  Chairman.]  The  word  "  inferior"  was  used  only  with  respect  to  the  station 
of  the  Judge ;  no  Commissioner  could  feel  himself  hurt  by  that,  because  tlie 
Lords  Justices  are  inferior  to  the  Lord  Chancellor,  and  therefore  it  is  only  in 
degree.  But  what  you  desire  on  behalf  of  the  traders  of  London  is,  that  evwy- 
thing  should  be  left  to  one  man,  and  that  there  should  be  no  control  over  his 
refusing  a  first-class  certificate  or  a  second-class  certificate  to  any  given  trader  ? 

No;  because  we  expressly  state  that  we  wish  there  should  be  an  appeal  to  the 
Subdivision  Courts. 

75.  Why  should  not  the  same  evidence  be  laid  before  the  Superior  Courts  as 
can  be  laid  before  the  Court  of  Review  ? 

Because  we  find  that,  in  cases  where  there  are  appeals,  practically  the  evidence 
is  not  and  cannot  be  laid  before  the  Court  of  Appeal. 

76.  Why  not  ? 

Because  the  bankrupt  is  the  appellant,  and  the  creditors  have  already  devoted  a 
great  deal  of  time  and  spent  a  great  deal  of  money  in  getting  the  case  heard  and 
obtaining  the  decision  of  the  Court  of  Bankruptcy,  and  persons  will  not  generally 
incur  the  expense  of  opposing  an  appeal,  the  result  of  which,  in  the  Superior  Court, 
is  only  to  aflFect  the  punishment  in  a  case  upon  which  the  creditors  think  that  a 
proper  decision  has  already  been  arrived  at. 

77.  What  is  the  difference  between  going  before  the  Court  and  going  before  a 
Commissioner : 

The  difference  is,  that  in  the  one  case  the  party  has  the  whole  of  the  oidence 
before  him,  and,  being  conversant  with  the  whole  case,  decides  accordingly. 

78.  Lord  Brougham  and  Vaux.']  The  appeal  being  to  the  Subdivision  Court,  to 
which  the  Commissioner  belonged,  do  you  consider  that  it  makes  a  material  dif- 
ference in  the  proceedings,  that  if  it  goes  to  the  Vice-ChanceUor  or  the  Lords 
Justices,  they  decide  the  case  without  the  assistance  of  the  Commissioner,  who  had 
himself  personally,  as  it  were,  examined  the  whole  matter  ? 

Yes ;  wad  not  only  do  they  decide  the  case  without  the  assistance  of  the  Com- 
missioner who  personally  had  heard  and  decided  the  matter,  but  they  decide  it 
without  the  evidence  in  the  case  upon  which  the  Commissioner  has  arrived  at  that 
decision,  and  because,  judging  by  the  past,  I  should  say  that  appeals  generally  are 
not  opposed  by  the  creditors  whose  evidence  has  induced  the  Commissioner  to 
arrive  at  a  given  conclusion. 

79.  Would  not  the  evidence  taken  Aowii  before  the  Commissioner  go  before  the 
Vice-Chancellor  or  the  Lords  Justices  ? 

I  do  not  know  whether  it  does  or  does  not. 

80.  Is  not  the  evidence  taken  down  in  writing  ? 

I  do  not  know  how  far  it  is  taken  down,  but  I  know  that  the  opinion  of  the 
Commissioner  upon  a  bankruptcy  is  dependent  upon  a  great  deal  which  is  not 
committed  to  writing,  because  the  evidence  of  his  transactions  and  his  specula- 
tions, and  his  conduct  as  a  trader,  comes  out  in  various  ways,  and  much  of  which 
is  never  committed  to  writing.  Upon  this  evidence  the  Commissioner  forms  an 
opinion. 

81.  Suppose  that  all  were  committed  to  writing  that  passed  before  the  Commis- 
sioner, and  that  it  were  all  submitted  to  the  Vice-Chancellor  or  the  Lords  Justices 
sitting  in  the  Superior  Court,  would  there  not  be  still  this  difference,  that  the 
Commissioner  himself,  from  whom  the  appeal  comes,  had  seen  the  bankrupt  per- 
sonally, and  had  noted  his  demeanour  while  under  examination  ? 
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W.  Ha^es,  Esq.        Undoubtedly ;  and  that  is  a  matter  of  very  great  importance.     But  even  were 

.  •J       g  all  that  passes  before  the  Commissioner  in  the  progress  of  a  bankruptcy,  extending 

^  over  a  period  of  six  months,  taken  down  in  writing,  we  should  have  a  Blue  Book 

on  every  bankruptcy.     AVhat  with  the  examination  of  the  trader  and  the  proofs  of 

the  debts  and  counsels'  speeches,  it  would  have  no  end. 

82.  Chairvian.^  Where  is  the  difierence,  in  your  mind,  8j)eakuig  gencitdly, 
between  having  to  go  to  a  Subdivision  Court  of  Review  in  Bankruptcy,  or  to  go 
before  the  Vice-Chancellor's:  in  either  case  must  you  not  have  some  evidence 
before  either  the  one  or  the  other  in  order  to  defend  the  ai>peal  ? 

Will  you  allow  me  to  say  that  I  did  not  expect  to  be  examined  so  closely  upon 
this  part  of  the  subject ;  it  is  one  upon  which  I  have  not  thought  so  much  as  I 
should  like  to  have  done  before  giving  evidence  to  your  Lonlshij)s ;  but  the  answer 
I  should  make  is,  that  the  Vice-Chancellor  does  not  have,  and  cannot  have,  that 
evidence  before  him  which  is  absolutely  necessary  to  decide  coirectly  ui>on  the 
question  of  a  bankrupt's  cei-tificate. 

83.  AVhy  cannot  he  have  the  same  evidence  which  might  be  laid  before  the 
Court  of  Review  if  there  were  one  ? 

I  do  not  know  what  was  the  practice  of  the  Court  of  Review  Mhen  that  Court 
existed,  but  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  Lords  Justices  might  have  the  same 
written  evidence  that  was  before  them ;  but  our  objection  to  the  i>resent  appeal 
is,  that  the  Lords  Justices  have  not  had  the  practice  in  bankruptcy  and  the 
knowledge  of  insolvency,  or  the  knowledge  of  accounts,  or  of  the  various  forms  of 
commercial  misconduct,  which  will  enable  them  to  judge  correctly  of  a  bankrupt's 
conduct,  and  upon  which  his  right  to  a  certificate,  or  of  a  classified  one,  depends ; 
they  cannot  have  brought  before  them  the  opinions  and  experience  of  mercantile 
men  as  to  matters  of  conduct  which  have  been  elicited  before  the  Commissioner 
whose  time  is  exclusively  devoted  to  that  subject,  and  therefore  we  think  that 
the  judgment  of  the  Commissioner  is  more  likely  to  be  right. 

84  Do  you  think  that  a  judicial  mind,  though  not  in  the  constant  habit  of 
having  bankruptcies  brought  before  it,  yet  in  the  constant  habit  of  administering 
Bankruptcy  Law,  is  not  equal  to  the  consideration  of  the  question  as  to  whether 
the  man  should  have  a  first-class  certificate  or  not  ? 

AVith  great  submission,  I  do  not ;  because  the  certificate,  in  the  words  of  the 
Act,  depends  ujion  the  whole  character  of  the  debtor's  trading.  It  is  not  a 
(luestion  put  before  a  judicial  mind  to  decide,  ay  or  no,  ujion  a  particulai-  |>oint, 
but  it  depends  upon  the  conduct  of  the  ti-ader  through  a  series  of  years,  and 
that  conduct  is  tested  by  his  behaviour,  under  a  variety  of  circumstances  and 
examinations ;  for  instance,  it  is  a  very  common  case  for  a  banknipt  to  deny  a 
ilebt  which  is  subsequently  i)roved  to  be  due  in  the  course  of  the  examination ; 
the  bankruj)t  prevaricates ;  and  the  whole  demeanour  of  the  bankrupt  is  such  an 
important  element  in  the  decision  to  be  come  to,  that  I  do  not  think  it  is  a 
(juestion  upon  which  the  higher  class  of  judicial  minds  upon  an  appeal  can 
arrive  at  so  sound  or  so  practical  a  decision  as  the  Commissioner  who  heard 
the  case,  and  has  seen  the  bankrupt  under  a  vaiiety  of  circumstances. 

85.  Lord  Ovcrsto7ie.']  Then  your  view  of  the  case  is  this,  that  the  individual 
Commissioners  administering  the  Bankrupt  Law  in  their  respective  Courts  acquire 
an  extensive  practical  knowledge  of  its  application,  which  enables  them  to  exercise 
a  sounder  judgment  upon  the  case  brought  before  them  than  can  be  exercised 
by  the  superior  Judges  not  having  previously  acquired  that  i)i-actical  knowledge  ? 

Undoubtedly ;  and  also  because  the  superior  Judges  have  not  been  in  the  habit 
t)f  dealing  with  insolvents'  accounts. 

86.  In  granting  a  second  or  third-class  cei-tificate,  arc  the  reasons  for  gi-anting 
it  instead  of  a  first-class  certificate  set  forth  ? 

No,  not  more  than  is  required  in  the  Act  of  Parliament. 

87.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  desirable  that  the  reasons  for  granting  class  cer- 
tificates should  be  set  forth  ? 

I  think  not ;  I  think  we  must  rely  on  the  Judge  having  proper  reasons  for  what 
he  does. 

88.  Lord  Brougham  ami  Vau.v^l  You  have  said  that  you  have  had  a  great  deal  of 
communication  with  a  number  of  merchants  and  traders,  and  among  others  those  who 
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took  an  interest  in  the  proceedings  in  the  year  1849,  and  in  the  adoption  of  the      f^*  Hatves,  Esq. 

plan  of  the  classification  of  certificates  ?  

Yes.  3d  May  1853. 

89.  Do  you  apprehend  that  they  would  be  very  much  alanned  at  the  i)ropo8ed 
alteration  of  reverting  to  the  law,  as  it  existed  before  the  year  1849,  with  respect 
to  certificates  ? 

The  best  answer  I  can  give  to  that  is,  that  the  petition,  which  is  before  the  Com- 
mittee, and  which  I  wrote,  having  been  put  into  the  hands  of  one  person  only, 
rece  ved,  within  four  or  five  days,  the  signatm-es  which  are  appended  to  it.  It  has 
never  been  exposed  any  where ;  it  was  taken  to  the  principal  merchants  in  the  City, 
and  signed  most  readily ;  a  printed  copy  wa«  circulated  at  the  same  time :  and 
I  believe  I  cannot  exaggerate  the  alarm  which  is  felt,  lest  we  should  revert  back  to 
the  system  of  law  which  was  so  universally  condenmed  by  the  mercantile  classes. 

90.  Have  you  discussed  the  subject  now  before  us  with  a  great  number  of  per- 
sons in  the  City  ? 

I  have :  we  had  a  meeting  on  Saturday,  at  which  eight  or  nine  of  the  committee 
Attended ;  and  at  that  meeting  they  all  agreed  to  be  examined,  and  will  be  ready 
to  come  whenever  your  Lordships  please. 

91.  Have  you  discussed  the  matter  with  others  besides  ? 
Generallv,  but  not  closelv. 

92.  Have  you  found  the  prevailing  opinion  to  be  that  which  you  represent  ? 
Undoubtedly ;  the  prevailing  opinion  is  that  of  approval  of  the  classification  of 

<rertificat^. 

93.  Do  you  recollect  enough  of  the  pi-oceedings  in  1849  to  be  able  to  tell  the 
Committee  whether  at  that  time  there  was  or  was  not  a  very  great  desire  on  the 
part  of  the  gentlemen  with  w  hom  you  acted  for  another  change  in  the  la\v,  namely, 
restoring  arrest  upon  mesne  process  ? 

In  a  very  modified  form  undoubtedly  there  was,  and,  I  believe,  most  of  us  adhere 
to  that  still ;  but  I  do  not  mean  to  state  that  in  the  name  of  any  body  but  myself. 

94.  Was  it  not  \nth  the  very  greatest  reluctance,  in  1849,  that  you,  to  a  certain 
^legree,  gave  up,  if  not  your  opinion,  at  least  calling  nynyn  the  Committee  to  act 
u]K)n  it  ? 

Yes ;  but  your  Lordships  conceded  a  good  deal  at  the  same  time,  ^^•hich  has  very 
much  the  same  operation  on  debtors  as  arrest,  because  you  have  given  the  creditor 
the  iK)wer  to  summon  a  debtor  at  seven  days'  notice ;  and  whether  you  take  the 
debtor's  person  at  once,  or  secure  his  attendance  upon  a  summons  at  seven  days' 
notice,  is  merely  a  question  of  degree,  and  that  was  a  very  imi)ortant  concession 
to  us. 

9o.  Do  you  consider  that  among  other  matters  that  were  given  in  lieu  of  the 
restoration  of  arrest  by  mesne  process,  the  classification  of  certificates  was  one  ? 
Yes ;  it  formed  part  of  the  whole,  and  a  very  important  part. 

96.  Do  you  consider  that  your  opinion  ujion  this  subject,  and  the  opinion  of  those 
with  whom  you  acted,  has  been  influenced  by  your  interest  in  the  matter  ? 

It  has  been  influenced  by  our  interest  decidedly.  Our  interest  is  that  of  the 
public,  and  which  you  have  endeavoured  to  ])romote  by  this  Act  of  Parliament,  the 
object  of  which  is  to  prevent  bankruptcies.  Our  interest  as  tradei-s  giving  credit, 
and  enormous  credit,  to  diflferent  parties,  is  to  encourage  a  high  moral  feeling  among 
traders,  because  the  j>rosperity  of  commerce  dej>ends  uj)on  it ;  and  I  l)elicve  this 
Act  of  Parliament  has  improved,  and  will  in  time  improve  still  more,  the  moral  tone 
of  traders :  and  so  the  national  interest,  as  well  as  individual  interests,  requires  that 
every  thing  should  be  done  by  law  which  shall  check  improvidence  and  recklessness 
•of  trading,  and  proceedings  of  that  kind,  which  always  end  in  bankniptcy. 

97.  Lord  Ovei^stone,']  Have  you,  as  a  petitioner,  and  representing  the  parties 
who  have  signed  this  petition,  any  other  interest  in  the  matter  beyond  that  of 
-obtaining  good  security  for  the  reasonable  performance,  on  the  part  of  those  whom 
you  trust,  of  the  duty  of  making  an  honest  surrender  of  their  projierty  in  case  of 
insolvency  ? 

None  whatever;  that  has  l)een  the  feeling  of  the  parties  with  whom  I  act. 

We  have  all  of  us  been  anxious  to  relieve  the  honest  debtor  in  the  quickest  and 
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ly,  Uaxioes,  Esq,    best  way  possible  from  the  difficulties  in  which  he  is  placed,  and  to  s^arate  him, 

bv  the  favourable  iudsTnent  of  the  Court,  from  the  dishonest  trader. 

3d  May  iS63.         ' 

98.  Is  not  the  interest  which  you  have  in  this  question,  and  the  interest  of  the 

other  petitioners,  identical  with  the  interest  of  the  whole  community  ? 

Undoubtedly;  I  believe  among  our  committee  there  are  persons  giving  the 
largest  amount  of  credit  in  the  City  of  London,  and  they  are  persons  who  are 
equally  subject  with  their  debtors  to  the  casualties  of  trade. 

99.  Lord  Brougham  and  Vaux.]  Do  not  those  with  whom  you  act  still  con- 
sider  that  the  most  effectual  way  of  accomplishing  your  purpose,  namely,  pre- 
venting fraud  and  reckless  trading,  and  so  forth,  and  raising  the  moral  tone  of 
the  ti-ading  community,  would  be  restoring  arrest  upon  mesne  process? 

I  do  not  know  that  I  should  go  as  far  a^  that ;  I  think  it  would  give  facilities 
for  the  laying  hold  of  fraudulent  debtors  ^liich  we  do  not  possess  at  present,  and 
I  think  it  would  be  more  used  affains.  cases  of  fraud  than  otherwise. 


^o^ 


100.  Do  you  consider  that  you  are  very  much  benefited  by  the  practice  of 
attorneys  being  allowed  to  appear  as  advocates ;  that  is,  what  are  called  attorney- 
advocates  ;  I  mean  by  the  attorneys  who  are  employed  generally  by  the  parties 
being  taken  universally  into  Court  to  act  as  thei**  advocates  ? 

We  give  our  business  in  the  Bankruptcy  Court  to  those  attorneys  who  devote 
their  attention  to  the  management  of  bankruptcy  matters,  and  who  are  in  conse- 
quence familiar  with  the  practice  of  the  Court ;  besides  this,  the  gentlemen  you 
refer  to  have  a  knowledge  of  accounts,  and  they  discharge  their  duties  so  effi- 
ciently that  we  strongly  wish  to  support  the  continuance  of  the  present  system. 
The  gentlemen  referred  to  are  most  intelligent  attorneys,  who  devote  their  atten- 
tion to  bankruptcy,  and  who  have  a  knowledge  of  accounts,  which  no  barrister  has. 

101.  Is  it  not  a  very  large  and  lucrative  branch  of  business  ? 

As  applied  to  a  barrister,  I  should  say  not ;  as  applied  to  an  attorney,  I  should 
say  yes. 

102.  Woidd  not  the  younger  branches  of  the  profession,  if  attorney-advocates 
were  excluded  by  this  provision,  and  if  the  Bankruptcy  Court  were  jVut  upon  the 
footing  upon  which  all  the  County  Courts  have  already  been  put,  apply  them- 
selves to  these  matters,  so  as  to  become  capable  of  conducting  bankruptcy  busi- 
ness in  the  same  way  as  attorney-advocates  now  do  ? 

No,  I  think  not ;  because  a  barrister  could  not  do  the  attorney's  business. 
It  is  the  union  of  both  that  makes  it  lucrative ;  if  you  were  to  divide  it,  it 
Mould  not  be  lucrative  to  either. 

103.  Do  not  the  gentlemen  of  whom  you  speak  devote  themselves  exclusively 
to  this  advocacy  ? 

No;  they  have  a  great  deal  of  business  as  solicitors  joined  with  it. 

104.  We  are  speaking  of  those  cases  where  an  attorney  goes  in  only  as  an  advo- 
cate upon  the  retainer  of  some  party ;  do  you  consider  that  those  gentlemen  who  are 
employed  exclusively  in  the  Court  of  Bankruptcy  make  a  very  considerable  income 
by  it,  independently  of  their  business  as  attorneys  ? 

No  doiibt  they  do;  but  not  independently  of  their  business  as  attorneys. 

105.  Could  not  a  barrister  make  the  same  income,  if  he  devoted  himself  to 
that  class  of  business  ? 

No,  he  could  not ;  because  the  parties  of  whom  I  speak  are  not  in  general  paid 
for  making  a  speech  on  a  particular  day  on  a  particular  point  of  law ;  they  attend 
the  whole  case,  extending  over  months ;  but  if  you  bring  a  barrister  down  for  a 
special  case,  of  course  it  must  be  made  worth  his  while  to  come ;  but  these  gentle- 
men watch  the  case  for  the  whole  period  it  is  before  the  Court,  and  thereby  get  a 
perfect  knowledge  of  the  aflfairs  of  the  bankrupt. 

106.  Chairman.^  Do  you  mean  by  that,  that  they  actually  practise  there,  and  are 
dailv  there  ? 

Yes. 

107.  So  that  if  there  were  barristers  there,  they  might  do  just  the  same  thing 
as  the  attorney-advocates  do  ? 

Just 
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Just  as  far  as  the  pleading  of  a  special  case  goes  they  might,  but  the  attorney-     H^-  Hm»e$y  Esq. 
advocates  do  a  fireat  deal  more,  because  they  are  at  all  times  ready  to  attend  the        , ,""'~« 
Court.  3d  May  1853. 

108.  So  would  the  barrister  be,  because  he  must  necessarily  accommodate  himself 
to  the  nature  of  the  business  ? 

I  do  not  wish  to  say  anything  disrespectful  of  the  barristers,  but  they  are  a  class 
of  persons  whom  the  smallness  of  the  remuneration  which  can  be  given  in  such  cases 
would  exclude,  and  that  is  one  reason,  I  believe,  why  they  are  excluded. 

109.  Lord  Brougham  and  Vaux.']  Are  you  aware  that,  at  least  in  former  times, 
some  of  the  highest  functionaries  in  the  profession,  j)erson8  who  have  attained  to 
the  stadon  of  Lord  Chief  Justice  afterwards,  used  to  attend  a  great  ded  before  the 
Commissioners  in  Bankruptcy,  and  to  have  a  great  deal  of  what  is  called  bankruptcy 
practice  ? 

That  was  mider  the  law  as  it  existed  previously  to  1831 ;  but  that  was  quite  a 
different  thing,  because  you  had  the  barrister  brought  down  to  argue  the  question 
of  the  choice  of  assignees,  the  administration  of  the  whole  estate  depending  upon 
it ;  and  I  hope  I  may  say,  without  impropriety,  that  it  yery  often  happened  that  a 
learned  gentleman  was  brought  down  to  govern  and  awe  the  Commissioner,  and 
the  effect  of  it  often  was,  that  the  Commissioner  was,  by  the  force  of  the  talent  on 
the  one  side,  driven  into  a  decision ;  but  the  case  is  different  now,  because  such 
necessity  for  a  barrister  does  not  exist,  and  the  attorney-advocates  undertake  the 
whole  business  of  the  Court. 

110.  Lord  Over  stone. ^  Does  not  the  business  before  the  Bankruptcy  Court  con- 
sist of  a  peculiar  mixture  of  accounts  and  law,  different  from  that  which  takes  place 
in  the  ordinary  Law  Courts  ? 

The  difference  I  believe  to  be  this,  that  bankruptcy  practitioners  have  principally 
to  do  with  accounts,  and  the  business  is  of  a  more  administrative  character  than  in  the 
Superior  Courts,  where  it  is  rather  contentious  Jthan  administrative.  There  is  also  a 
mass  of  business  connected  with  the  details  of  accounts,  and  the  management  of 
books,  that  properly  belongs  to  the  attorney's  duty,  which  has  no  parallel  in  the 
business  of  a  barrister  in  the  Law  Courts. 

111.  It  is  precisely  that  species  of  business  with  which  an  attorney,  in  his  ordi- 
nary business,  is  conversant,  and  with  which  a  barrister,  in  his  ordinary  busineas,  is 
not  conversant  ? 

The  ordinary  business  of  an  attorney  in  the  Coiut  makes  him  conversant  with  it, 
but  the  ordinary  business  of  a  barrister  does  not  introduce  him  to  it  at  all. 

112.  Lord  Brougham  and  Vaux.]  But  could  not  the  parties  avail  themselves 
-of  the  benefit  of  a  person  being  an  attorney,  and  attending  for  them  in  the  Court 
of  Bankruptcy,  and  yet  the  attorney-advocate  no  longer  be  allowed  to  act  as  an 
advocate  ? 

Yes ;  but  then  we  should  be  obliged  to  have  two  parties  doing  the  business  of 
one. 

113.  Is  not  that  the  case  now  ? 

Practically,  it  is  not  so ;  because  if  I  transfer  the  business  of  an  estate  from  my 
own  solicitor  to  one  of  the  gentlemen  I  have  spok^i  of,  I  do  not  pay  two  parties,  I 
only  pay  one ;  but  if  I  were  obliged  to  employ  a  barrister  as  well  as  my  solicitor, 
I  should  have  to  pay  two:  whereas,  under  the  present  practice  of  the  Court, 
although  theoretically  two  are  employed,  yet  practically  it  is  only  one ;  and,  more- 
over, you  have  the  service  of  one  who  is  thoroughly  up  to  the  business  of  the  Court, 
instead  of  one  who  is  not. 

114.  The  bulk  of  your  examination  has  been  with  relation  to  the  classification 
of  certificates;  but  there  are  other  parts  of  the  proposed  Bill  to  which  the 
observations  in  this  petition  refer ;  what  should  you  say  was  the  part  next  to  what 
we  have  been  going  upon,  that  you  consider  of  the  greatest  importance  in  your 
objections  ? 

There  are  only  two  others  of  much  importance :  the  most  important  is 
Clause  11 ;  at  present  it  is  imperative  upon  the  Court  to  decide  whether  the 
certificate  shall  be  refused  or  suspended ;  the  case  is  argued  before  the  Com- 
missioner, and  he  enters  into  the  question  upon  the  merits  of  the  case,  and  it  is 
imperative  on  him  to  decide ;  by  the  proposeil  Bill  it  is  to  be  optional,  and  therefore 

(196.  1.)  B  4  he 
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W.  Hawes,  E$q.  he  may  waive  the  question  or  not,  as  he  likes :  that  is  a  return  to  the  old  law 
3d  May  18-3,  ^^'^ich  we  believe  was  ver}'  prejudicial,  and  we  beUeve  that  the  Commissioner  would 
[^        ratlier  be  obliged  to  decide  the  case  than  other>\1se. 

115.  Chairman P\  You  leave  the  Commissioner  large  discretion  as  regards  class 
certificates,  and  you  leave  him  without  any  discretion  in  the  particular  case,  do 
not  you  ? 

I  do  not  know  that. 

116.  Lord  Ove7*sione.']  You  propose  to  refuse  him  any  discretion,  whether  he 
will  decide  the  case  or  not ;  you  wish  to  make  it  imperative? 

Yes ;  but  upon  all  matters  relating  to  the  certificate  especially. 

117.  Lord  Brotigham  and  Vaux.]  Do  you  consider  that  the  probability  is  much 
greater  of  its  being  passed  over  lightly  when  it  is  discretionary  than  when  it  is 
imperative  ? 

Undoubtedly  ;  I  think  that  if  a  case  is  brought  before  the  Commissioner,  it  ought 
to  be  decided  one  way  or  the  other :  the  evils  of  the  old  law  were  such  as  to  lead 
to  the  present  enactment. 

118.  Lord  Beaumont.^  Do  not  you  consider  that  it  would  be  not  limiting  the 
discretion  of  the  Commissioner,  but  only  requiring  him  to  use  his  judgment? 

Tlie  inconvenience  of  a  discretionary  power  was  felt  previously  to  1849,  and  that 
was  one  of  the  points  on  which  we  gave  evidence,  and  very  strong  evidence,  before 
both  Committees ;  and  it  is  a  point  on  which  the  committee  I  represent  has  a 
very  decided  opinion  indeed. 

119.  Lord  Brougham  and  Vatuv.'\  Do  you  consider  that  the  Commissioners^ 
when  it  was  optional,  that  is,  before  the  change  which  made  it  imperative,  used  in 
many  cases  to  pass  over  matters,  even  though  the  offence  had  been  proved,  without 
executing  the  law  ? 

Yes;  and  I  believe  that  a  reference  to  the  daily  newspapers  of  the  period 
previous  to  1849  will  show  that  there  were  constantly  recurring  cases  of  gross 
misconduct  and  fraud  on  the  part  of  bankrupts  which  passed  tlirough  the  Court 
without  punishment,  and,  indeed,  without  remark  from  the  Commissioner,  simply 
because  it  was  optional  with  him  whether  he  should  decide  judicially  upon  it 
or  not. 

120.  You  have  stated  that  that  was  the  next  point  to  the  question  of  classification^ 
which  is  stated  as  the  most  important  of  your  objections  ? 

Yes. 

121.  What  is  the  next  r 

Tlie  next  is,  taking  from  the  assignees  the  power  of  deciding  upon  the  extent  of 
furniture  to  be  retained  by  the  bankrupt ;  I  refer  to  Clauses  8,  9  and  10. 

The  Witness  is  directed  to  withdraw. 

Jl.  G.  C.  Fane,  Esq*  ^*  G.  C.  FANE,  Esquire,  is  called  in,  and  examined  as  follows : 

122.  Lord  Brougham  and  VauxJ]  YOU  are  a  Commissioner  of  Bankruptcy  ? 
Yes. 

123.  Were  you  examined  as  to  the  classification  of  certificates  in  the  year 
1849  ? 

I  do  not  remember  having  been  examined  on  that  point. 

124.  Have  you  heard  the  evidence  that  has  just  been  given  by  Mr,  Hawes,  on 
the  subject  of  the  classification  of  certificates  ? 

A  great  deal  of  it. 

125.  With  respect  to  the  conclusion  come  to  by  Mr.  Hawes  in  favour  of  the 
classification  of  certificates,  do  you  agree  with  him,  or  do  you  differ  from  him  ? 

I  Entirely  agree  with  him ;  I  think  that  in  the  administration  of  the  law  it  is 
desirable  to  have  a  system  of  rewards  as  well  as  punishments.  The  classification 
of  certificates  is  the  reward — ^part  of  the  system  of  rewards  and  punishments ;  and 
it  appears  to  me  very  desirable  that  the  Commissioner  who  has  superintended  the 
whofc  conduct  of  the  bankrupt  should  have  liberty  to  declare  publicly  whether  he 

thinks 
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thinks  that  the  bankrupt  should  be  rewarded  by  an  ordinary  certificate  only,  or  by  R.G^  C.  Fane^Eif. 
one  of  the  two  better  classes :  to  confine  the  power  of  the  Commissioner  to  the  J"^* 

punishment  for  fraud  is  not  doing  as  much  as  may  be  done  for  the  purpose  of  ^  ^^  ^^^' 
repressing  bad  and  encouraging  good  conduct.  I  think  it  is  very  desirable  that 
the  power  should  be  given  to  the  Commissioner  of  doing  that  which  is  calcu- 
lated to  encourage  good  conduct ;  and  I  cannot  help  thinking,  from  the  result  of 
my  experience,  that  the  classification  of  certificates  has  had  a  tendency  to  produce 
better  conduct  on  the  part  of  bankrupts.  Certain  I  am  that  the  greatest  anxiety 
exists  to  obtain  a  first  or  second-class  certificate. 

126.  Can  you  give  the  Committee  any  estimate  of  the  proportion  that  the  firsts 
class  certificates  haye  borne  to  the  other  classes  r 

I  most  first  state,  that  I  think,  in'the  exercise  of  every  power,  and  in  the  exer- 
cise of  every  discretion,  there  vnll  be  a  difference  in  the  conduct  of  different 
pers<tts.  I,  mysdf,  have  a  very  strong  opinion  as  to  the  propriety  of  withholding 
first-class  certificates,  except  in  those  cases  in  which  the  parties  clearly  deserve 
them.  I  think  that  the  value  of  the  first-class  certificate,  if  given  otherwise  than 
with  great  care,  would  sink  to  zero,  and  I  am,  therefore,  very  careful  in  not 
Jiving  first-class  certificates,  except  in  cases  that  really  demand  them.  I  am  most 
anxious  on  the  subject  of  first  and  second-class  certificates ;  for  my  feeling  is,  that 
no  man  is  entitled  to  anything  more  than  an  ordinary  certificate,  unless  there  is 
something  in  his  conduct  distinguishing  it  from  the  conduct  of  an  ordinaiy 
bankrupt. 

127.  Can  you  give  the  Conmiittee  any  estimate,  or  an  approximation  to  any 
estimate,  of  the  proportion  of  the  first,  second  and  third-claas  c^ificates  actually 
granted? 

I  cannot,  because  the  only  mode  of  doing  that  would  be  by  examining  the 
Gazette,  iMid  finding  it  out  from  the  Gazette.  I  can  only  speak  to  my  own  expe- 
rience, and,  as  r^;i^8  that,  I  can  only  say  that  I  am  extremely  chary  in  granting 
first-class  certificates. 

128.  (To  Mr.  Hawes.)  Can  you  give  the  number  of  the  first-class  certificates  ? 
The  number  of  first-class  certificates  in  the  year  1851  was  151 ;  of  second  class» 

286,  and  of  third  class,  287.  In  the  year  1852,  the  number  of  first-class  certificates 
was  149 ;  of  second  class,  255,  and  of  third  class,  201 ;  I  believe  those  numbers 
are  accurate ;  they  are  taken  from  a  Return  which  is  stated  to  be  correct. 

120.  (To  Mr.  Fane.)  You  have  stated  that  when  a  discretionary  power  is 
given,  of  course  different  individuals  armed  with  it  will  exercise  it  in  a  somewhat 
diiferent  manner;  do  you  know  that  in  het  there  is  a  considerable  difference 
among  the  Commissioners  in  the  principle  upon  which  they  proceed  in  exercising 
this  ^scretionary  power  ? 

I  do  not  thiidc  there  is ;  but  I  have  understood  that  one  of  the  Commissioners 
thinks  that  the  granting  of  a  third-class  certificate  is  a  slur  upon  the  person 
to  whom  it  is  granted;  and  therefore  I  believe  it  is  his  practice,  if  he  |^ves  a 
certificate  at  all,  to  give  a  second-class  certificate;  but  Imustst^.that  I  cannot 
nnd^vtand  upon  what  principle  the  granting  of  a  certificate  of  any  sofb  cut  be 
looked  upon  as  a  slur;  however,  that  is  only  my  own  view. 

198.  Is  it  not  a  slur,  comparatively  ? 

Hardly  that,  I  should  say;  of  course  it  is  not  so  high  a  reward,  but  it  is  not 
ashur. 

131.  Supposing  that  one  man  goes  away  with  a  first-class  certificate,  and  another 
with  a  third-class  certificate,  into  the  worid  as  traders,  will  not  the  one  for  the  future 
be  considered  as  a  person  of  an  inferior  description,  if  not  in  point  of  honesty,  at  least 
in  point  of  prudence,  as  a  trader  ? 

Certainly. 

182.  Lord  Overstone.']  A  third-class  certificate  virtually  means  a  declaration 
that  you  can  only  give  a  very  qualified  approval  of  the  conduct  of  the  party  ? 

Certainly  it  is ;  in  the  majority  of  such  cases  there  is  a  dividend  of  not  more  than 
2#.  in  the  pound  declared,  and  when  that  is  so,  it  is  difiicult  to  give  any  thing 
more  than  a  qualified  approval  of  the  conduct  of  a  man  who  has  continued  to 
stn^le  so  much  longer  than  he  ought  to  have  done. 

(1W.I.)  C  133.  Lord 
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M^G.aFmefJEtg.      133.  Lord  BrMgham<md  Fatu:.]    In  granting  these  certificates,  does  not  the 
—  Commissioner  take  every  matter  into  consideration  touching  the  conduct  of  the 

^  May  1853.     bankrupt  which  has  come  before  him  in  the  examination  of  the  case  ? 
'  No  doubt  he  does,  to  the  best  of  his  ability. 

134.  And  he  gives  his  opinion  in  the  certificate  which  he  grants  upon  the  result 
of  the  whole  of  the  examinations  ? 

He  does,  if  the  matter  is  made  the  subject  of  discussion ;  but  very  oftenno  diah 
cussion  at  all  takes  place,  and  the  person  receives  a  common  certificate  as  a  matter 
of  course. 

135.  Lord  Ovtrsionc.^\  Do  you  mean  by  a  comnH)n  certificate  a  third-class 
certificate  ? 

Yes.  It  was  admitted  on  all  hands,  under  the  old  system,  that  a  person  who 
had  deUvered  up  ervery  thing,  and  had  disclosed  the  truth,  was  entitled  to  re- 
ceive an  ordinary  certificate :  it  was  thought,  in  the  year  1849,  that  it  wouW  be 
desirable  to  have  two  other  species  of  certificates,  which  were  to  be  considered  as 
indicative  of  something  more,  fti  fact,  as  certificates  of  a  better  sort  of  conduct  oil 
the  part  of  the  debtor ;  at  least  that  appears  to  me  to  be  the  meaning  of  the  A<!t 
of  Pariiament. 

136.  You  conceive  that  between  the  cases  in  which  fraud  was  committed,  and 
the  cases  in  which  perfect  good  conduct  took  place,  there  were  many  intermediate 
degrees,  and  that  some  indication  with  respect  to  those  degrees  of  conduct  ought  to 
be  given  to  the  public  for  their  better  guidance? 

.   *Tfiat  I  believe  to  have  been  the  meaning  of  the  Act  of  Parliament,  and  I  have 
eertainly  endeavoured  to  act  upon  that  view  to  the  best  of  my  ability. 

137-  In  administering  the  function  of  granting  class  certificates,  have  you  oti 
many  occasions  felt  yourself  seriously  embarrassed  as  to  the  decision  you  should 
.  come  to  as  to  which  sort  you  should  grant  ? 
I  should  hardly  say  that  I  have. 

138.  The  result  has  been  generally  satisfactory  to  your  own  mind,  has  it  not  ? 
Yes ;  I  have  several  times  been  able  to  express  my  great  gratification  at  being 

'  able  to  confer  upon  a  person,  who  had  not  been  so  successful  in  business  as  one 
could  have  wished,  the  advantage  of  a  first-class  certificate,  and  to  return  him  into 
the  world  with  his  character  unsullied :  I  have  also  had  the  pleasure  of  expressing 
a  wish  that  he  might  be  supported  by  all  those  who  had  previously  known  him, 
and  that  he  mi^t  be  successftil  in  his  iuture  enterprises. 

139.  Lord  Brougham  and  Vauxr\  Hm  not  that  happened  very  rarely  ? 

I  should  hardly  say  very  rarely ;  it  has  not  happened  very  often :  I  rather  anti- 
cipate the  pleastire  of  doing'  so  diortly  in  a  very  large  case  that  is  now  before  me. 

140.  Has  it  happened  a  doien  times  in  your  experience  ? 

Certainly.  , 

141.  Lord  JVrottesley!]  How  many  per  cent,  of  first-elass  certifieates  woxM 
yon  say  there  "were  ? 

That  has  been  already  stated. 

142.  Lord  Brougham  and  Vaux.']  With  respect  to  the  cases  to  which  you  have 
just  referred,  are  they  not  such  as  would  go  beyond  what  -would  be  neceswry  to 
obtain  a  first-class  certificate  ? 

They  certainly  are  cases  in  which,  if  it  had  been  in  my  power,  I  should  haiflB 
wished  to  grant  more  than  a  first-class  certificate ;  but  those  cases  are  rather  rare. 

143.  Lord  Overstone.']  Do  I  rightly  understand  you  to  say  that,  in  some  cases 
where  you  grant  first-class  certificates,  you  simply  grant  to  the  party  the  certificate ; 
but  that  in  othei-s,  in  addition  to  granting  the  first-class  certificate,  you  accom- 
pany it  with  a  declaration  of  your  own  favourable  to  the  bankrupt  r 

I  do  not  think  there  is  any  case  in  which  a  first-class  certificate  has  been  granted 
by  me  without  my  publicly  expressing  my  opinion  of  the  conduct  of  the  bauknipt ; 
I  do  not  think  there  is  any  case  in  wliich  1  have  given  a  first-class  certificate  wb 
silentio. 

144.  Would  you  express  that  opinion  in  various  terms,  and  with  diflferent  degrees 
of  strength  ? 

I  should  say  so.  - 

^146.  I^oes 
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145.  Does  not  that  indieate  a  natural  and  spontaneous  classification  beyond  B^G.CFamEtf. 
that  provided  for  by  the  Act  of  Parliament,  arising  from  the  individual  sense  of       ,    ' — ^ 
justice  on  the  part  of  the  Commissioner  ?  ^L^^^ZT 

It  does  so ;  but  I  am  not  the  only  Commissioner  who  does  it :  I  believe  Mr. 
Commissioner  Goulbum  expressed  himself  very  strongly  in  a  case  that  came  before 
him  a  day  or  two  ago. 

146.  Then  is  it  correct  to  infer  from  that,  that  the  three  classy  of  certificates 
provided  by  the  Act  of  Parliament  are  not  sufficient ;  and  that,  in  addition  to  that, 
the  Commissioner  ought  to  express  any  opinion  which  he  entertains  with  regard 
to  the  conduct  of  the  bankrupt,  as  he  thinks  ri^t  ? 

No,  I  think  the  subdivision  into  three  classes  is  suflScient  for  all  practical 
purposes. 

147-  Chairman.']  I  understood  you  to  say  that  you  considered  the  bankrupt  to 
be  entitled,  prima  faciei  simply  to  a  certificate  ? 
Yes. 

148.  And  that,  therefore,  it  naturally  follows,  when  a  third-class  certificate  is 
l^ven,  it  is  given  without  any  reflection  or  blame  upon  the  party  ? 

Yes. 

149.  I  understood  you  also  to  say  that  when  a  man  has  distinguished  himself 
by  his  good  conduct,  you  grant  him  a  first-class  certificate,  if  you  can  ? 

Yes. 

150  Have  you  any  knowledge  at  this  moment  of  the  proportion  of  first-class 
certificates  which  you  have  granted  to  third-class  certificates  ? 

I  have  no  knowledge,  but  if  I  were  to  be  desired  to  guess,  not  more  than  one 
in  twenty. 

151.  Can  you  tell  what  is  the  proportion  generally  of  certificates  which  the 
ether  Commissioners  grant,  as  between  the  first  and  third-class  ? 

No :  but  I  must  say  I  think  that  I  am  more  chary  in  the  distribution  of  first- 
class  certificates  than  other  Commissioners ;  but  I  have  not  the  means  of  speaking 
with  any  degree  of  confidence.  I  might  say  this,  that  nothing  could  be  more  easy 
than  to  ascertain  the  point  by  calling  for  a  return. 

152.  Lord  Brougham  and  Vaux.]  If  you  say  that  you  give  only  one  in  twenty, 
how  do  you  account  for  the  diflFerence  in  your  return  of  one  in  twenty  and  the 
letum  that  has  been  given  in  ? 

Because  I  believe  I  am  more  chary  in  giving  first-class  certificates  than  the  other 
Commissioners. 

153.  Chair  man.]  Now,  let  me  draw  your  attention  to  the  form  in  Schedule  Z., 
upon  which  all  the  power  depends,  upon  which,  of  course,  you  have  to  act.  The 
certificate  is  to  state,  according  to  the  form,  that  you  the  Commissioner,  "  having 
regard  to  the  conformity  of  the  said  bankrupt  to  the  Law  of  Bankruptcy,  and  to 
his  conduct  as  a  trader,  both  before  as  well  as  after  his  bankruptcy,  did  then  and 
there  find  the  said  bankrupt  entitled  to  such  certificate,  and  did  allow  the  same ;" 
80  that  in  your  allowance  of  certificates  you  are  to  have  regard  to  his  conformity 
to  the  Law  of  Bankruptcy,  and  to  his  conduct  as  a  trader,  before  as  well  as  after  the 
bankruptcy,  otherwise  he  has  no  certificate.  Then  comes  the  question  of  classifica- 
tion. After  you  have  stated  his  having  conformed  to  the  Law  of  Bankruptcy,  and  his 
conduct  as  a  trader,  before  as  well  as  after  the  bankruptcy,  and  that  you  found  he 
was  entitled  to  his  certificate,  and  do  allow  him  the  same,  then  comes  this : 
**  And  I  further  certify  that  his  bankruptcy  has  arisen  from  unavoidable  losses  and 
misfortunes,  and  that  he  is  entitled  to,  and  I  do  award  him  this  certificate  as  of 
the  first-class ;"  or  "  that  his  bankruptcy  has  not  wholly  arisen  from  unavoidable 
losses  and  misfortunes,  and  that  he  is  entitled  to,  and  I  do  award  him  this  certi- 
ficate as  of  the  second-class  ;  or  **  that  his  bankruptcy  has  not  arisen  from  unavoid- 
able losses  or  misfortunes,  and  that  he  is  only  entitled  to,  and  1  do  only  award 
him  this  certificate  as  of  the  third-class."  Is  it  your  opinion  that  acting  upon 
this  law  you  could  go  into  the  general  conduct  of  the  bankrupt,  he  having  con- 
formed to  the  Law  of  Bankruptcy,  his  conduct  as  a  trader,  both  before  and  after 
bankruptcy,  being  taken  into  consideration,  and  go  through  all  the  circumstances 
of  his  life  as  a  trader,  with  reference  to  the  class  of  certificate  which  you  would 
give  him,  without  confining  yourself  to  a  consideration  of  whether  the  bank^ 
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R.G.C*FaneyE$q.  ruptcy  has  arisen  from  unavoidable  losses  and  misfortunes  whoUy  or  in  part,  or 
ii  M — ft  not  at  all? 

^      ^^  ^  ^^*  I  have  always,   I  must  admit,  felt  myself  greatly  embarrassed  by  the  language 

of  that  Schedule ;  even  when  I  have  wished  to  grant  a  first-class  certificate,  the 
language  seems  to  me  as  if  it  would  hardly  justify  me;  because'  it  is  difficult,  I 
might  say  impossible,  to  find  a  case  in  which  bankruptcy  has  arisen  from  unavoid- 
able losses  and  misfortunes.  Such  a  thing  hardly  exists  as  unavoidable  losses  and 
misfortunes.  Perhaps,  however,  one  reason  why  I  have  been  so  chary  in  granting 
first-class  certificates  is,  that  I  have  felt  myself  to  a  certain  degree  embarrassed 
by  the  strength  of  those  expressions ;  but  I  have  not  had  the  same  difficulty  with 
regard  to  the  two  other  clauses ;  because  the  language  as  to  them  is  not  embarrass- 
ing ;  they  are  spoken  of  as  cases  where  the  bankruptcy  has  not  wholly  arisen 
from  unavoidable  losses  and  misfortunes,  which,  in  feet,  applies  to  all  cases.  The 
result  has  been,  that  feeling  that  the  words  "  unavoidable  losses  and  misfortunes'* 
were  practically  no  guide  to  me,  1  have  not  attempted  to  untie  the  Gordian  knot, 
but  have  rather  cut  it,  and  have  exercised  a  sort  of  general  discretion,  and  endea- 
voured, to  the  best  of  my  judgment,  to  divide  the  persons  into  those  three  classes. 
My  division  has  been,  if  not  mathematical,  still  I  hope  it  has  been  sufficiently 
practical  for  the  objects  contemplated  by  the  law.  If  I  have  been  too  chary 
in  the  distribution  of  these  rewards,  I  was  so  lest  the  reward  itself  should  cease 
to  be  valued. 

154.  I  understood  you  to  say,  that  you  considered  that  the  granting  of  a  third- 
class  certificate  was  no  slur  upon  a  man  ? 

None. 

155.  Now  let  me  draw  your  attention  to  this  point :  supposing  that  a  man  is 
about  to  get  a  certificate,  or  has  already  got  his  certificate,  and  is  entitled  upon 
that  to  go  out  naked  into  the  world,  and  stripped  as  he  ought  to  be  of  his  pro- 
perty; but  still  he  is  turned  out  to  trade,  not  upon  his  property,  but  on  his 
character ;  and  if  you  deny  him  a  first  or  second-class  certificate,  must  not  the 
granting  of  a  tbird-class  certificate  have  been  intended  to  be  a  stigma  upon  him 
by  the  Act  of  Parliament  ? 

I  really  do  not  think  so ;  but  I  do  not  understand  so  much  of  the  question  as 
implies  that  he  has  his  certificate  when  he  has  not. 

156.  He  has  his  certificate,  in  point  of  fact,  because  observe  what  the  words 
are  :  you  must  give  a  certificate ;  you  set  out  with  that  necessity ;  the  words  are — 
you  certify  to  his  having  **  conformed  to  the  law  of  bankruptcy,  and  to  his  conduct 
as  a  trader  before  as  well  as  after  his  bankruptcy,"  and  you  then  find  the  said 
bankrupt  entitled  to  such  certificate,  and  do  allow  the  same  ? 

You  are  there  attempting  to  divide  bankruptcy  cases  into  four  classes ;  but  I  do 
not  think  that  there  was  any  intention  in  the  law  to  divide  them  into  four  classes ; 
I  think  that  the  law  intended  to  say  that  when  punishment  ceased,  the  certificate 
•should  begin,  and  that  there  would  be  a  common  certificate,  and  then  two  superior 
tilasses  of  certificates :  I  cannot,  in  my  reading  of  the  language  of  the  Act  of  Par- 
liament, arrive  at  the  conclusion  at  which  your  Lordship  does,  that  there  was  any 
intention  on  the  part  of  the  Legislature  that  there  should  be  four  classes  of  cases. 

157.  I  am  not  thinking  that  there  are  four  classes ;  I  consider  that  the  man 
to  whom  you  are  about  to  grant  a  first,  second  or  third-class  certificate  is,  from 
his  conduct  (for  that  is  the  foundation)  entitled  to  his  certificate,  and  will  go  forth 
as  a  free  man  to  the  world.  I  consider  that  you  cannot  enter  into  the  question  of 
what  the  class  is  to  be  till  you  have  decided  that  he  is  to  have  a  certificate,  and, 
whatever  the  effect  may  be  of  giving  him  a  first  or  a  second-class  certificate,  or  by 
placing  him  at  the  bottom  of  the  list,  it  is  perfectly  clear  that  every  man  goes  into 
the  world,  except  so  far  as  he  is  marked  in  that  respect,  in  the  same  manner ; 
each  man  is  free  from  his  debts ;  each  man  is  free  to  begin  afresh ;  and,  therefore, 
having  regard  to  that,  what  I  wish  to  press  upon  you  is  whether,  being  entitled  to 
that,  you  must  not  consider  that  the  third-class  certificate  was  necessarily  intended 
to  be  a  stigma  ? 

I  never  have  thought  so ;  I  cannot  agree  that  the  granting  of  a  certificate  which 
will  have  the  effect  of  reinstating  a  man  in  trade,  authorizing  him  publicly  to  go 
forth  into  the  world  and  commence  business  afresh,  can  in  any  way  be  looked  upon 
as  a  slur ;  on  the  contrary,  it  appears  to  me  that  it  is  an  attestation  on  the  part 
of  the  Commissioner,  that  his  position  is  not  the  result  of  anything  fraudulent. 

158.  Lord 
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158.  Lord  Overstone.l  Would  it  not  be  more  correct  to  view  the  certificate  as  R.G.C.Fane.JEs^. 
intending  to  give  useful  information  to  the  public  rather  than  to  stamp  the  character  

of  the  individual.     Is  not  a  certificate  of  the  first-class  properly  understood  to      ^      ^^  *  ^* 
signify  to  the  trading  world  that  the  man  has  done  nothing  by  his  former  conduct  ^ 

which  would  be  an  impediment  to  his  future  credit ;  the  second-class,  that  he  has 
been  guilty  of  some  imprudence,  but  not  of  the  most  culpable  character ;  the  third- 
class,  that  he  has  been  guilty  of  imprudence  of  a  very  culpable  character ;  and 
where  there  is  no  certificate,  that  he  has  been  guilty  of  withholding  information 
which  he  possessed,  or  has  been  guilty  of  fraud.  Might  not  the  whole  proceeding 
be  more  justly  understood  as  giving  the  public  the  means  of  judging  of  the  credit 
of  the  man  rather  than  having  anything  to  do  with  a  stigma? 

That  is  ray  opinion ;  the  word  certificate  appears  to  me  to  evidence  the  correct- 
ness of  it,  because  it  is  a  declaration  to  the  world,  issued  from  the  tribunal  appointed 
to  superintend  the  conduct  of  the  man,  that  it  has  considered  his  whole  conduct, 
both  before  and  after  the  bankruptcy,  and  it  is  a  certificate  as  to  what  has  been 
the  impression  left  by  that  conduct  on  the  mind  of  the  Commissioner. 

159.  Chairman.']  However  useful  it  may  be  for  the  public  to  have  that  infor- 
mation, you  must  recollect  that  the  man  himself,  in  canning  the  information  abroad 
with  him,  would  have  his  character  stamped  according  to  the  number,  whether  it 
were  one,  two  or  three  ? 

I  certainly  think  that  a  person  who  goes  out  of  Court  with  nothing  but  a  mere 
certificate,  leaves  the  Court  with  the  character  of  being  a  person  who  has  not  con 
ducted  his  business  in  the  manner  in  which  it  ought  to  have  been  conducted.     I 
have  never  hesitated  to  give  second-class  certificates  where  the  bankrupt  had  con- 
ducted his  business  properly. 

160.  Lord  Beaumont.]  Do  you  not  think  that  excessive  recklessness  in  trading 
ought  to  be  punished  ? 

I  do,  undoubtedly. 

161.  Lord  Brougham  and  Vaux.]  Is  it  your  opinion  that  the  mere  granting  of  a 
certificate,  without  reference  to  the  class  in  which  it  is  granted,  can  give  no 
indication  of  the  merits  of  the  party  ? 

Certainly,  it  reduces  dil  to  the  same  dead  level,  let  their  conduct  be  good,  bad 
or  indifferent. 

162.  Chairman.']  In  giving  that  answer,  do  you  bear  in  mind  that  there  are  very 
many  things  which  prevent  a  bankrupt  from  having  his  certificate  at  all,  because 
the  Act  is  very  forcible  in  that  respect,  and  enables  you  to  suspend  or  grant  it  upon 
certain  conditions,  or  to  withhold  it,  and  so  on ;  and  it  enumerates  almost  every 
offence  that  a  man  can  conmiit,  any  of  which  will  prevent  his  having  the  certificate 
at  all ;  here  are  the  words,  which  1  will  read,  and  which  you  are  to  sign  :  "  Having 
regard  to  the  conformity  of  the  bankrupt  to  the  law  of  bankruptcy,  and  to  his 
conduct  as  a  trader  before  as  well  as  after  his  bankruptcy,  I  did  then  and  there  find 
the  same  accordingly  "  ? 

My  answer  to  that  is,  that  it  is  a  very  rare  thing  indeed  to  refuse  the  bankrupt's 
certificate  altogether.  I  do  not  think  that  1  have  refused  a  bankrupt's  certificate 
altogether  in  20  cases  in  my  life. 

163.  Lord  Brougham  and  Vaux.]  The  question  is,  whether  there  are  not  cases, 
not  striking  at  the  general  provision  of  the  Act  of  Parliament,  to  the  effect  of 
preventing  the  certificate  altogether,  in  which,  nevertheless,  there  is  a  very  great 
•difference  in  the  merits  or  demerits  of  the  trader? 

No  doubt. 

164.  Take  the  case  of  recklessness  in  speculation ;  would  that  prevent  a  person 
under  the  provisions  of  the  Act  of  Parliament  from  having  his  certificate? 

No,  certainly  not ;  a  case  of  very  reckless  speculation  would  justify  the  Com- 
missioner in  withholding  the  certificate  for  a  certain  time. 

165.  But  then  he  would  give  a  certificate  of  the  third-class  ? 

Yes,  in  many  cases  ;  were  I  to  give  the  certificate,  I  should  undoubtedly  give  it 
of  the  third-class :  but  I  must  confess  I  see  by  the  newspaper  reports,  that  my 
Ji)rother  Commissioners  frequently  suspend  the  certificate  for  a  considerable  time, 
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Ji.O,  C.Faney  Esq.  and  then  direct  that  it  shall  be  of  the  second-class :  that  is  a  course  which  I  never 
—  adopt ;  if  I  think  his  conduct  requires  suspension,  I  think  it  inconsistent  to  give^ 

3d  May  1853.      jjjjj^  more  than  a  third-class  certificate. 

166.  Lord  Beaumont.']  Do  you  rely  implicitly  upon  newspaper  reports  ? 

Yes,  1  do,  as  to  such  point ;  because  I  have  no  doubt  that  on  that  point  they 
are  very  correct.  I  should  say  that  the  newspapers  are  more  anxious  to  report 
correctly  the  proceedings  in  bankruptcy  than  the  proceedings  in  any  other  Court 
of  Justice  in  the  kingdom,  because  I  am  sure  the  proceedings  of  the  Court  of 
Bankruptcy  interest  an  infinitely  larger  class  of  men  than  the  proceedings  in  any 
other  Court. 

167.  Lord  Overstone.']  Do  not  the  two  practices  to  which  you  have  alluded, 
namely,  not  reftising  the  certificate  altogether,  but  temporarily  suspending  it,  and 
the  practice  of  accompanying  the  grant  of  the  certificate  with  a  moral  comment, 
indicate  a  strong  tendency,  arising  out  of  natural  causes,  to  create  more  first-class 
certificates,  rather  than  diminish  those  that  are  in  existence  ? 

Certainly ;  I  believe  myself  that  the  comments  of  the  Commissioners  on  the 
conduct  of  a  bankrupt,  incidentally  to  the  duty  cast  upon  the  Commissioner  in 
pronouncing  upon  the  question  of  certificate,  are  often  of  very  great  public  use  ; 
and  I  beKeve  they  have  a  great  tendency  to  guide  the  public  mind  aright. 

168.  When  you  are  called  upon  to  grant  a  first-class  certificate  in  cases  where 
bankruptcy  has  arisen  from  unavoidable  losses  and  misfortunes,  does  not  that 
necessarily  compel  you  to  review  the  whole  conduct  of  the  trader  in  an  enlarged 
sense  ? 

Most  undoubtedly;  but  I  really  believe  that  if  the  Commissioners  decided 
strictly  according  to  the  language  of  the  Act  of  Parliament,  it  would  be  impossible 
for  them  to  grant  a  first-class  certificate  at  all. 

169.  Lord  Beaumont.]  The  Commissioner  must  trust  entirely  to  the  practice 
in  his  own  Court  for  obtaining  a  knowledge  of  all  the  details  of  trade  which  are 
necessary,  in  order  to  enable  him  to  decide  upon  the  questions  which  must  of 
necessity  arise,  whether  a  first-class  certificate  should  be  granted  or  not  ? 

The  Commissioners  acquire  a  great  deal  of  knowledge  on  that  subject  in  the 
ordinary  course  of  their  business.  Unless  they  are  persons  with  less  than  ordinary 
capacity,  they  could  not  fail,  by  degrees,  to  acquire  very  great  knowledge  of  what 
is  going  on  in  the  trading  world,  and,  therefore,  upon  subjects  of  that  kind  they 
must  have  a  degree  of  knowledge  which  would  make  their  judgments  of  more 
value  than  the  judgments  of  those  who  are  less  familiar  with  subjects  of  that  kind. 
I  have  the  most  perfect  respect  for  the  Lords  Justices ;  but  to  suppose  that  they 
can  have  the  same  commercial  experience  that  a  Commissioner  in  a  Court  of 
Bankruptcy  must  have  is  really  to  suppose  that  there  must  be  something  in  the 
position  of  a  Lord  Justice  which  can  make  him  know  that  which  his  position  would 
never  enable  him  to  know,  because  he  has  very  little  experience,  and  the  Commis- 
sioner has  very  great  experience.  If  I  might  be  allowed  to  make  an  observa- 
tion with  reference  to  so  much  of  the  new  law  as  makes  it  compulsory  to  withhold 
protection  in  some  cases,  which  is  a  subject  to  which  your  Lordships  have  already 
alluded,  I  should  say  that  the  safer  course  would  be  to  make  the  infliction  of 
punishment  compulsory ;  but  that  if  the  punishment  is  continued,  as  it  is  by  the 
present  law,  compulsory,  great  care  should  be  taken  in  specifying  in  respect  of 
what  offences  the  punishment  should  be  inflicted.  It  may  well  be  doubted  whe- 
ther the  enumeration  of  offences  contained  in  the  present  Act  of  Parliament  is  as 
good  as  it  might  be ;  and  still  more,  whether  it  is  not  incorrect  in  not  enumerating 
many  other  things.  The  enumeration  of  offences  is  a  matter  of  the  utmost 
importance  ;  and,  certainly,  if  I  might  presume  to  criticise  the  Act  of  Parliament, 
I  should  say  that  the  enumeration  of  offences  in  question  is  not  very  aptly  drawn. 

170.  Lord  Brougham  and  Vaua:.]  Do  you  consider  that  there  is  a  defect  in  spe- 
cifying some  of  the  offences  enumerated,  and  also  a  defect  in  the  omission  of 
others  ? 

I  do. 

171.  Chairman.]  Can  you  tell  me  whether  it  has  been  the  general  opinion  among 
the  Commissioners  or  not,  that  it  is  desirable  they  should  have  a  power,  such  as  is 
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inserted  in  this  Bill,  not  that  it  should  be  imperative  upon  them,  but  that  they  R.G.C.FaneyEsm^ 

should  have  a  discretion  such  as  is  proposed  r  

I  rather  think  the  Commissioners  do  not  wish  the  compulsory  principle  to  be      ^^  ^'"^  '^^^ 
removed;  I  do  not  myself:  it  is  a  relief  to  my  mind  to  be  able  to  say,  "  Here  are 
certain  offences  specified  by  the  Legislature  as  to  which  these  persons  have  hod 
ample  warning,  if  they  chose  to  attend  to  it,  and  they  have  been  guilty:"  it  is 
not,  I  think,  desirable  that  the  Court  should  have  a  sort  of  pardoning  power. 

172.  Do  you  know  whether  there  is  any  difference  of  opinion  among  the  Com- 
missioners upon  that  point  ? 

I  really  can  hardly  answer  that  question ;  I  know  that  there  is  a  general  feeling 
in  the  mercantile  body  in  favour  of  its  beinjj  compulsory ;  because  their  belief  is, 
that  the  Commissioner  is  too  apt  to  abstain  from  inflicting  punishment ;  and  1 
think  that  is  a  tendency  in  the  human  mind,  certainly.  Then,  if  I  might  be 
allowed  to  say  one  word  on  the  other  subject,  that  of  giving  up  fimiiture  and 
other  things  to  the  bankrupt,  or  postponing  the  sale,  I  certainly  have  all  along 
felt  that  it  was  very  desirable  that  a  power  of  postponing  the  sale  of  the  bank- 
rupt's furniture  should  exist  somewhere  :  this  Bill  proposes  that  that  power  should 
be  vested  in  the  Commissioner;  I  do  not  think  that  the  Commissioner  is  the 
proper  depositary  of  that  IcuflL;  i  tihink  Xhat  ifust  «ugbt  to  be  given  to  the 
assignees,  because  a  particular  feature  of  the  Bankrupt  Law  is,  that  the  body  of 
creditors  are  to  select  persons  to  represent  the  whole  as  to  matters  of  discretion ; 
that  is,  assignees ;  and  hence  assignees  ought  to  decide  matters  which  are  matters 
of  discretion ;  the  assignees,  therefore,  seem  to  me  of  all  persons  the  persons  in 
whom  this  power,  which  is  in  the  nature  of  discretion,  should  be  vested.  Under 
the  old  law,  the  assignees  being  trustees,  they  had  not  even  the  power  of  doing 
that  which  they  not  only  wished  to  do  themselves,  but  which  they  were  quite 
sure  the  whole  body  of  creditors  would  sanction ;  and  upon  that  point  I  am 
very  anxious  that  the  change  should  be  carried  out.  I  want  the  assignees  to 
have  power  to  do  what  is  kind  and  considerate  towards  respectable  bankrupts. 

173.  Lord  Brougham  and  Faua:.]  What  distance  have  persons  to  come  to  work 
a  bankruptcy  in  town  ? 

I  have  seen  a  statement  of  some  persons  residing  as  much  as  120  odd  miles  from 
London  who  have  been  obliged  to  come  to  London. 

174.  Chairman.']  But  that  is  very  rarely  ? 

Yes,  very  rarely;  but  with  a  little  management  I  should  conceive  a  special 
provision  might  be  made  to  meet  that  case  without  spreading  the  bankruptcy 
system  too  much  over  the  country.  There  is  not  business  in  bankruptcy  sufficient 
to  occupy  a  Court  exclusively,  except  where  there  are  enormous  congregations  of 
people,  such  as  London  and  its  neighbourhood,  and  perhaps  Manchester  and  its 
neighbourhood.  I  attribute  the  diminution  of  the  number  of  bankruptcies  lately 
more  to  the  prosperity  of  commerce  than  to  any  other  cause. 

175.  Have  you  anything  else  that  you  wish  to  say  upon  this  point? 
No. 

176.  Lord  Broitgham  and  Vaux.']  Have  you  anything  more  to  say  upon  the 
subject  of  attorney-advocates  ? 

The  persons  who  are  said  to  be  attorney-advocates  in  our  Courts  are  persons 
of  great  ability ;  but  I  do  not  know  from  my  own  experience  that  they  are 
attorney-advocates.  What  occurs  before  me  constantly  is,  that  a  certain  party 
appears  and  says,  **  I  appear  for  the  bankrupt,"  and  he  proceeds  to  the  discussion 
of  the  case  of  the  bankrupt.  The  other  party  says,  "  1  api)ear  for  the  assignees," 
and  he  proceeds  to  the  discussion  of  the  case  of  the  assignees.  The  Court  has 
no  knowledge  that  the  party  is  acting  other  than  as  an  attorney.  The  only  two 
persons  about  whom  it  is  said  that  they  are  attorney-advocates  are  certainly  per- 
sons of  extraordinary  ability ;  and  1  think,  if  we  were  to  lose  them,  we  should 
lose  two  of  the  ablest  men  in  our  Court.  The  truth  is,  that  they  do  their  busi- 
ness extremely  well,  far  better  than  any  counsel  I  have  ever  heard,  and  for  the  reason 
which  has  been  given,  that  they  are  more  familiar  with  the  questions  that  come 
before  the  Court,  particularly  accounts. 

(196.  1.)  c  4  177.  Might 
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R.G.C.  Fane,  Esq.       ^77.  Might  not  barristers,  by  applying  themselves  to  this  kind  of  practice^ 

before  they  got  into  full  practice,  supply  the  place  of  these  attorney-advocates  ? 

3d  May  1853.  J  ^Q  not  think  they  would  supply  their  place  to  the  advantage  of  the  Court. 

178.  Chairman.]  Is  there  a  number  of  those  gentlemen  ? 
No ;  I  never  heard  of  any  others  besides  the  two  referred  to. 

The  Witness  is  directed  to  withdraw. 

Ordered,  That  this  Committee  be  adjourned  till  To-morrow* 

One  o'clock. 
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Die  Mercurii  4''  Mali  1858. 


LORDS    PRESENT 


Lord  Beal'mont. 

Lord  Brougham  and  Vaux. 

Lord  Wrottesley. 


Lord  OVERSTONS. 

Lord  St.  Lbokards. 


The  LORD  ST.  LEONARDS  in  the  Chair. 

Evld^ce  on  the 
Bankruptcy  BUL 

MR.  JOHN  PETER  GASSIOT  is  caUed  in,  and  exammed  as  Mows :  Mr.  J.  p.  Gauiu. 

179.  Lord  Brougham  and  Vaux.']  IN  what  business  are  you?  ^    ^®^  ^'^3' 
I  am  in  the  wine  trade. 

180.  Foreign  and  English? 

We  have  establishments  abroad,  and  we  do  business  with  almost  every  town 
in  the  kingdom,  among  wholesale  wine-mercliants. 

181.  In  the  course  of  your  business,  have  you  a  great  number  of  debts  and 
credits? 

I  hare  had  a  great  number. 

182.  Have  you  had  experience  of  the  working  of  the  Bankruptcy  and  Insol- 
vency Law  ? 

For  the  last  30  years  intimately. 

183.  Were  you  examined  in  1849? 
I  was. 

184.  Were  you  examined  upon  the  subject  of  the  classification  of  certificates  ? 
Yes,  I  was. 

185.  Before  this  Committee  ? 

Yes ;  I  have  not  referred  to  my  evidence  ;  I  am  speaking  from  recollection ; 
I  had  only  notice  this  morning  to  attend  their  Lordships.  I  was  examined  upon 
the  dass  certificates  ;  that  was  a  question  in  which  I  took  a  great  interest. 

186.  Was  the  opinion  which  you  then  gave  in  favour  of  that  classification  ? 
Very  strongly  indeed. 

187-  Have  you  since  that  time,  in  the  working  of  the  Act,  found  reason  to 
alter  your  opinion,  or  to  abide  by  it  ? 

On  the  contrary,  strongly  to  abide  by  it ;  all  my  experience  confirms  my  former 
opinion. 

188.  What  was  the  principal  benefit  which  you  expected  to  arise  from  that 
classification  ? 

I  thought  that  in  many  instances  debtors  were  unfortunate,  and  that,  from 
a  series  of  circumstances  that  arise,  and  which  commercial  men  are  liable  to, 
they  might  be  compelled  to  go  through  the  ordeal  of  the  Court ;  and  that  if  they 
were  open  and  honest  in  their  dealings,  they  ought  to  be  classed  differently 
with  the  man  who  was  dishonourable  and^lishonest;  the  different  descriptions 
of  certificate  met  the  case ;  it  was  discussed  in  our  committee.  The  suggestion 
of  Mr.  Howell  took  us  at  first  by  siuprise ;  it  was  quite  original ;  it  was  dis- 
cussed fully  by  all  the  members  of  the  committee,  and  we  all  saw  the  great 
importance  of  it. 

(196. 2.)  D  189.  To 
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Mr.  J.  P.  Gassioi.       1 89.  To  what  committee  do  you  refer  ? 

"J —  A  committee  of  merchants,  who  assembled  a  few  years  since  in  the  city,  for 

4th  May  i  53.     ^j^^  purpose  of  cflFecting  improvements  in  the  Bankruptcy  Laws. 

190.  You  state  that  yoiu*  experience  since  that  period  has  led  you  not  to  alter, 
but  to  abide  by  your  opinion  ? 

Quite  so. 

191.  Has  it  confirmed  that  opinion  ? 
duite  so. 

192.  Is  your  opinion  now  as  strongly  in  its  favour,  or  less  strong  in  its  favour, 
or  is  it  more  strong? 

More  strong ;  I  could  not  use  language  too  strong  to  express  my  opinion  of 
the  good  worlang  of  it. 

193.  Can  you  give  their  Lordships  instances  of  its  beneficial  working  ? 

When  I  received  the  summons  this  morning  from  your  Lordships,  I  imme- 
diately recollected  two  cases  that  had  come  before  me ;  and  I  desired  my  clerk 
to  refer  to  them.  I  will  give  the  names  and  the  dates  of  the  Commissions.  The 
first  case  is  that  of  Mr.  Barujum ;  that  took  place  before  Judge  Hohoyd ;  the 
case  was  gazetted  in  November  1851.  This  gentlemen  had,  at  the  time  of  his 
bankruptcy,  20^.  in  the  pound ;  and  it  was  under  very  peculiar  circumstances 
that  he  was  made  a  bankrupt.  The  house  which  made  him  a  bankrupt  were 
under  a  mistake  relative  to  his  position ;  he  paid  some  15^.  or  16  5.  in  the  pound, 
that  is,  his  estate  did ;  but  the  Commissioner  had  occasion  to  speak  of  him  in 
the  highest  terms,  and  immediately,  or  as  early  as  the  law  allowed,  granted  him 
a  first-class  certificate.  He  has  now  retired,  having  made  some  arrangements 
for  his  sons  to  continue  his  business,  and  he  holds  as  high  or  a  higher  position 
in  moral  character  than  he  did  before ;  every  one  respects  him,  and  a  first-class 
certificate  must  have  been  gratifying  to  him  in  the  extreme.  Another  case  I  will 
state ;  it  is  not  adjudicated  upon  yet ;  the  Commissioner  has  adjoiumed  it ;  it  is 
the  case  of  a  man  named  Hannam,  with  regard  to  whom,  in  last  night's  Gazette, 
the  first  dividend  is  advertised  of  6d.  in  the  pound,  and  I  am  afraid  it  will  be 
a  final  one.  There  is  a  case  exactly  opposite  to  the  other ;  and  it  would  be 
cruel, — both  of  the  parties  being  in  the  same  trade,  both  wine-merchants,  both 
carrying  on  a  private  trade,  and  being  exactly  parallel  in  position,— I  think  it 
would  be  most  cruel  that  those  men  should  both  go  into  the  world  again,  each 
of  them  being  clear,  without  a  certificate,  or  anything  to  denote  the  difference 
in  their  conduct ;  I  give  those  two  cases  because  they  occiu*  to  me ;  and  the 
facts  are  within  my  own  knowledge. 

194.  How  much  did  the  first  one  pay  in  the  pound  ? 

He  showed  upwards  of  20  s, ;  but,  in  consequence  of  the  expenses  <rf  the  Com- 
mission, I  think  he  only  paid  15^.  or  16  s. 

196.  Do  not  you  think  that  the  circmnstance  of  one  having  paid  15  ^.  or  16-^. 
in  the  pound,  and  ihe  other  only  6  (/.,  would  of  itself  have  had  the  effect  of  doin^ 
honoiu*  to  the  one,  comparatively  speaking,  and  of  stamping  the  other  with 
discredit  ? 

No,  I  think  not ;  it  may  possibly  happen  that  in  the  case  of  a  grossly  dis- 
honest man,  by  the  quickness  of  h^  creditors,  they  may  be  enabled  to  get  hold 
of  his  property,  and  pay  a  good  dividend,  and  yet  his  conduct  be  so  disgraceful, 
that  the  Commissioner  would  give  him  a  third-class  certificate ;  I  do  not  think 
that  the  rate  of  the  dividend  is  exactly  the  ground  on  which  the  certificate  should 
depend ;  it  depends  at  present,  I  believe,  exclusively  upon  the  Commissioner ; 
I  think  he  is  able  to  judge  ;  he  sees  all  the  circumstances ;  the  creditors  them- 
selves have  no  power  whatever  to  name  the  certificate ;  it  is  entirely  in  the 
hands  of  the  Commissioner. 

196.  The  Gazette  now  only  states  the  fact  of  the  certificate ;  it  does  not  state, 
I  believe,  what  dividend  was  paid ;  but  if  it  were  thought  that  the  mere  amount 
of  the  dividend  would  operate  materially,  might  not  that  be  added  ? 

It  would  be  a  great  improvement  if  the  Gazette  announced  the  class  of  the 
certificate,  which  it  does  not  at  present. 

197.  Chairman.']  In  the  one  case  you  have  represented  the  bankrupt  to  be  a 
man  of  honour  and  feeling,  and  that  he  paid  a  very  large  dividend ;  a  man  might 
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be  equally  honourable  who  paid  a  smaller  diTidend^  if  his  character  were  j^r.  J.  P.  Gattiaf. 

thoroughly  known  to  you  as  a  merchant?  

Yes.  4*  May  1853. 

198.  Should  you  have  estimated  him  less  highly  if  there  had  been  no  class 
certificates  at  all  in  existence,  if  he  had  gone  through  his  bankruptcy  under  the 
{Nfecise  circumstances  you  have  described  ? 

I,  knowing  the  drcimistances,  would  have  estimated  him  in  the  same  way ;  it 
would  make  no  difference ;  but  1  am  alluding  to  those  who  could  not  know  him 
except  by  the  certificate. 

199.  Everybody  to  whom  it  is  important  that  such  a  man  should  be  known 
would  estimate  him  according  to  his  actual  worth,  would  he  not  ? 

That  is  the  very  point  that  we,  as  commercial  men,  find  a  diflBculty  in ;  all  we 
know  is,  that  the  man  has  passed  through  the  Gazette,  and  got  his  certificate ; 
we  know  whether  he  has  a  &rst,  second  or  third-class  certificate ;  and  if  he  has 
a  third-class  certificate,  we  then  make  strict  inquiries. 

200.  Lord  Brougham  and  VauxJ]  Do  you  consider  that  it  would  be  an  im- 
provement if  the  amount  of  the  dividend  paid  were  to  be  stated  in  the  Gazette 
which  states  the  certificate  ? 

I  see  no  objection. 

201.  You  do  not  think  that  that  would  be  sufficient  ? 
Certainly  not. 

202.  Do  you  consider  that  it  would  be  an  improvement  if  the  Gazette  were 
not  merely  to  mention  the  certificate,  but  also  to  state  the  class  to  which  that 
certificate  belonged  r 

Most  decidedly. 

203.  Is  that  the  course  now  pursued,  namely,  gazetting  the  class  of  the  certi- 
ficate? 

I  was  not  aware  of  it ;  it  is  not  transcribed  into  the  newspapers ;  we  seldom 
see  the  Gazette. 

204.  Have  you  had  any  conversation  on  this  subject  with  others  in  the  same 
trade  with  yourself? 

Repeatedly. 

205.  And  with  persons  in  different  trades  ? 
Repeatedly. 

206.  Have  you  found  a  general  agreement  of  opinion  with  you  ? 

I  know  no  mercantile  man  whatever  who  has  ever  spoken  but  in  the  very 
highest  terms  of  class  certificates ;  I  know  no  one  that  is  opposed  to  them. 

207.  You  mean  since  1849? 
Yes. 

208.  Chairman.']  The  persons  with  whom  you  are  acquainted  are  more  likely 
to  be  creditors  than  debtors  subject  to  bankruptcy,  are  they  not  ? 

Yes ;  but  I  may  state,  that  no  mercantile  man  has  a  right  to  presume  that  he 
can  escape  bankruptcy. 

209.  Lord  Overstone.']  You  have  referred  to  two  cases,  one  of  which  was  the 
case  of  a  person  who  was  involved  in  bankruptcy  principally  through  misfortune, 
and  very  little  through  misconduct  on  his  own  part,  and  who  received  a  first- 
class  certificate ;  the  other  was  the  case  of  a  person  involved  in  bankruptcy 
principally  through  misconduct  on  his  own  part;  supposmg  that  the  latter 
case  had  been  adjudicated  upon,  and  a  third-class  certificate  had  been  granted, 
would  not  those  two  different  certificates  have  been  a  useful  warning  to  the 
public,  and  would  they  not  have  been  useful  to  guide  them  in  their  future 
transactions  with  those  two  parties  ? 

Yes. 

210.  Would  not  the  effect  be  beneficial  to  the  honest  trader  who  has  obtained 
the  first-class  certificate,  and  comparatively  injurious  to  the  imprudent  trader 
who  has  obtained  the  third-class  certificate  ? 

It  has  always  been  of  great  benefit  to  the  gentleman,  of  whom  I  speak  in  the 
(196.2.)  d2  highest 
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Mr.  J.  P.  Gassiot.  highest  terms^  who  obtained  a  first-class  certificate  ;  and  I  have  no  doubt  that 
the  other  party  having  obtained  only  a  third-class  certificate,  would  suffor 
by  it. 

211.  Suppose  no  such  gradations  of  certificates  existed,  and  that  both  of  these 
parties  had  obtained  a  common  certificate,  would  not  the  result  have  been,  in 
the  first  instance,  that  of  withholding  from  the  public  information  which  was 
useful  for  their  guidance  ? 

No  doubt. 

,  212.  And  what  would  be  the  eflFect  upon  the  two  parties ;  would  the  party 
who  had  received  the  first-class  certificate  have  been  injured  in  pubUc  esti- 
mation, and  brought  down  to  the  grade  of  the  third-class  man,  or  would  the 
third-class  man  have  been  elevated  to  the  grade  of  the  first-class  man  ? 

There  is  no  doubt  that,  under  the  old  management,  there  was  no  dfference,  so 
far  as  the  public  was  concerned,  whatever  might  have  been  the  conduct  of  the 
bankrupt  himself.  In  the  course  of  a  year  or  two  the  circumstances  were  for- 
gotten, and  it  was  impossible  to  obtain  any  information  as  to  the  conduct  of  the 
party  before  his  former  bankruptcy,  without  great  trouble ;  now  we  have  no 
difficulty.  I  was  not  aware  that  it  was  published  in  the  Gazette.  I  knew  that 
we  could  apply  to  the  Court.  We  ask  the  party  himself  (if  he  has  been  a  bank* 
rupt),  when  he  comes  for  credit,  what  certificate  he  obtained. 

213.  Do  not  you  think  that  the  abolition  of  the  three  gradations  of  certificates 
would  have  the  eflFect  of  depriving  those  whq  now  obtain  the  first-class  certificate 
of  the  advantage  which  they  derive  from  their  comparatively  good  conduct,  and 
of  placing  them  in  very  nearly  the  same  condition  as  the  third-class  men  ? 

No  doubt  of  it. 

214.  Then  you  are  of  opinion  that  the  abolition  of  the  gradations  of  certi- 
ficates would  be  comparatively  injurious  to  the  most  meritorious  insolvents,  and 
comparatively  beneficial  to  the  least  meritorious  insolvents  ? 

Yes ;  these  gradations  have  given  a  tone  and  character  to  trade  which  trade 
never  had  before. 

215.  In  the  early  part  of  your  evidence  you  stated  that  one  of  the  Commis* 
sioners,  in  granting  a  first-class  certificate  to  the  gentleman  whose  case  you  have 
mentioned,  in  addition  to  granting  it,  spoke  of  his  own  accord  in  the  highest 
terms  of  the  insolvent  ? 

I  am  speaking  from  memory  ;  but  I  think  there  is  scarcely  ever  any  instance 
in  which  a  first-class  certificate  is  given,  without  some  observation  being  made 
upon  it  by  the  Commissioner ;  and  the  party  retires  with  the  highest  character 
which  he  can  do  from  a  Court  of  that  description. 

216.  It  is  the  usual  custom,  is  it  not,  with  the  Comnlissioners  to  volunteer  com- 
ments upon  the  conduct  of  the  insolvent  ? 

Yes,  I  beUeve  almost  invariably. 

217-  It  has  been  objected  to  the  existence  of  three  classes  of  certificates,  that, 
in  granting  them,  the  Commissioners  are  actuated  by  different  views,  and  there- 
fore are  not  consistent  in  the  course  whiqh  they  pursue ;  would  not  the  same 
objection  exist  to  any  such  verbal  comments  upon  the  part  of  the  Commissioners 
as  to  the  conduct  of  the  insolvent  ? 

No  doubt  of  it.  Every  Commissioner  must  be  guided  by  his  own  views :  he 
is  omnipotent  in  his  own  Court.  In  speaking  of  the  bankrupt  or  the  creditors, 
he  makes  what  observations  he  likes.  We  know  that  each  Commissioner  has 
different  views. 

218.  Have  you  any  reason  to  suppose  that  hardship  is  inflicted  upon  the 
various  classes  of  insolvents,  arising  from  the  various  modes  in  which  the 
different  Commissioners  estimate  the  remarks  they  ought  to  make,  and,  con- 
sequently, that  injustice  is  perpetrated  against  the  insolvent  ? 

I  never  heard  a  complaint  of  that :  there  is  an  appeal  from  the  Commis- 
sioner :  the  bankrupt  has  the  power  of  appeal,  but  I  have  never  heard  of  any 
injustice :  1  think  if  there  had  been  a  gross  case  of  injustice,  so  far  as  London 
is  concerned,  I  should  have  heard  of  it. 

219,  Lord 
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219.  Lord  Bivugham  and  Vauw.^  There  are  17  Commissioners,  5  in  London,  Mr.  J.  F.  Gauiot^ 

4aid  12  in  the  eomitiy;  may  not  each  of  those  17  Commissioners,  all  dealing  

with  the  same  subject-matter,  namely,  the  conduct  of  the  bankrupt  that  comes  ^^"  ^^^^  ^^^3' 
before  them,  proceed  upon  different  principles  in  granting  certificates,  as  well  as 

in  making  comments  ? 

Each  case  itself  must  be  different,  and  I  do  not  see  how  you  could  lay  down 
any  general  principle. 

220.  My  question  supposes  that  exactly  the  same  kind  of  case  comes  before 
those  1 7  different  Commissioners  ? 

I  can  easily  fancy  that  each  Commissioner  may  have  his  peculiar  views,  and 
will  deal  with  a  case  according  to  his  own  ideas. 

221.  Does  not  this  in  some  degree  tend  to  render  the  classification  imcertain 
in  its  operation  ? 

I  can  speak  only  as  a  merchant  and  a  trader  of  the  working  of  the  classifica- 
tion in  London  since  the  Act  passed,  and  it  has  worked  in  every  sense  of  the 
word  to  the  benefit  and  advantage  of  trade,  and  it  has  raised  the  character 
of  many  of  those  gentlemen  who  have  been  unfortunate  in  business  ;  and  they 
have  retired  with  the  respect  of  their  neighboiurs  and  acquaintances ;  they  have 
gone,  many  of  them,  into  business  again,  and  have  had  no  difficulty  in  obtaining 
credit,  because  it  was  known  that  they  had  passed  through  the  ordeal  with 
credit  to  themselves ;  it  has  been  a  great  advantage  so  far  as  they  are  concerned, 
«nd  it  has  given  a  tone  and  character  to  commercial  transactions  in  the  city  of 
London  that  they  never  had  before. 

222.  Supposing  that  one  Commissioner  should  be  of  opinion  that  the  granting 
a  third-class  certificate  was  no  discredit,  no  stigma  upon  the  trader,  that  it  was 
only  withholding  an  honour  from  him,  and  another  Commissioner  should  be  of 
opinion  that  it  was  a  positive  stigma  upon  him,  should  you  not  think  that  the 
different  principle  upon  which  those  two  Commissioners  acted  would  in  a  great 
d^ree  tend  to  render  the  law  uncertain,  and  consequently  be  an  argument 
against  the  law  ? 

To  a  certain  extent  the  law  must  be  uncertain ;  I  can  easily  fancy  a  debtor 
who  is  brought  before  one  Commissioner,  getting  through  his  examination  more 
easily  than  before  another,  but  I  do  not  see  how  that  can  be  met ;  if  it  can  be, 
it  would  be  a  great  point.  I  speak  as  a  practical  man  of  business,  and  I  repeat, 
that  the  system  has  worked  well  so  far  as  London  is  concerned. 

223.  Independently  of  the  objection  as  to  the  uncertainty  of  the  law,  and 
supposing  that  the  value  of  the  certificate  is  that  which  is  regarded  by  a  party 
who  is  considering  whether  he'  shall  give  credit  or  not  to  a  bankrupt  after  he 
has  obtained  that  certificate,  would  not  the  person  called  upon  to  give  credit,  , 
in  forming  his  opinion  upon  the  value  of  the  certificate,  consider  whether  it  was 
regarded  as  a  stigma  upon  the  bankrupt  to  have  a  third-class  certificate,  or 
whether  it  was  simply  the  withholding  of  an  honour? 

Yes ;  but  we,  as  merchants,  do  consider  that  the  third-class  certificate  is  a  stigma. 

224.  Do  you  consider  it  a  stigma  comparatively,  that  is  to  say,  that  he  has 
not  obtained  a  first  or  a  second-class  certificate  r 

The  third-class  certificate  is  a  positive  stigma. 

225.  Lord  Overstone.']  You  understand  a  third-class  certificate  to  intimate  to 
the  public  that  the  person  recei^ang  it  has  conducted  his  affairs  with  great 
indiscretion  ? 

I  think  almost  beyond  indiscretion :  I  think  it  is  defined  in  the  Act,  to  a 
certain  extent,  that  the  class  of  certificate  depends  upon  certain  conduct  which 
is  defined,  so  far  as  an  Act  can  define  it. 

226.  The  Act  makes  a  first-class  certificate  deliverable  to  a  partj^  whose 
insolvency  arises  from  misfortune  ? 

Unavoidable  misfortune. 

227.  A  second-class  certificate  is  granted  to  a  party  whose  misfortunes  arise 
in  some  degree  from  negligence  ? 

Negligence  or  extravagance. 

228.  And  a  third-class  certificate  is  granted  to  a  party  whose  insolvency 
arises  from  gross  imprudence;    therefore,  the  third-class  certificate,  which 
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Mr.  J.  P.  Goidat.  necessarily  imputes  gross  imprudence,  must  convey  with  it  an  intimation  ttiat 

L  may  be  justly  called  a  stigma,  as  compared  with  the  comparative  approval 

4th  May  1853.     implied  by  a  first  and  a  second-class  certificate  r 

Yes. 

229.  You  have  stated  that  a  class  of  the  community  are  in  the  habit  of 
granting  credit  extensively,  and  that  they  look  upon  the  three  degrees  of  certifi- 
cates as  useful  to  them  in  guiding  them  with  regard  to  their  future  conduct  in 
trusting  parties  who  have  been  bankrupt ;  has  that  ccmfidence  been  in  any 
degree  impaired  by  the  imputed  inconsistency  of  the  dedsions  in  granting  the 
third-class  certificates  by  the  different  Commissioners  ? 

I  am  not  aware  that  it  has ;  there  is  a  difference ;  but  if  a  Commissioner  was 
notoriously  lenient,  and  never  gave  a  thkd-class  certificate,  that  would,  in  all 
probability,  attract  attention  among  commercial  men,  and  we  should  look  at  the 
certificates  granted  by  such  Commissioner  with  less  confidence. 

230.  Speaking  practically,  and  not  theoretically,  are  you  aware  that  the 
imputed  inconsistency  of  decisions  on  the  part  of  the  different  Commissioners 
materially  diminishes,  in  the  estimation  of  the  public,  the  value  of  those  certifi- 
cates as  a  guide  in  their  future  proceedings  ? 

I  could  not  say,  practically,  that  I  recollect  any  instance  of  the  kind ;  I  have 
heard  that  it  has  been  so,  in  casual  conversation. 

231.  Lord  Brougham  and  Vaux.']  You  reqoUect  the  former  practice  under  the 
70  Commissioners,  do  you  not  r 

Yes. 

232.  Was  there  not  one  Ustthat  differed  from  all  the  rest  r 

Yes,  the  14th  list ;  I  may  state,  that  in  my  former  evidence  I  alluded  to  it, 
and  that  one  of  the  great  crimes  we  considered  to  be  guarded  against  waa 
reckless  exti^vagance  and  reckless  trading :  as  commercial  men,  we  consider 
reckless  trading  is  a  moral  crime,  and  that  it  ought  to  be  punished ;  it  is  not 
sufficient  that  the  man  has  robbed  me ;  but  if  he  has  been  carrying  on  a  reck- 
less business,  and  fails  for  100,000/.,  200,000/.,  or  more,  and  pays  6rf.  in  the 
pound,  during  the  time  of  his  trading  probably  living  at  great  expense  and  in 
great  style,  I  consider,  and  my  friends  too  consider,  that  as  a  great  moral  crime, 
which  would  fall  imder  the  third-class  certificate. 

233.  Lord  Over  stone.']  I  presume  that,  as  a  person  constantly  connected  with 
the  practical  operations  of  trade,  if  an  imknown  party  comes  to  you^  and  asks 
for  goods  on  credit,  you  take  pains  to  inquire  into  his  character  ? 

Yes. 

234.  When  you  make  that  inquiry,  do  not  you  ascertain,  first  of  all,  whether 
he  has  ever  before  been  insolvent  ? 

Yes. 

233.  If  you  find  that  he  has  been  insolvent,  do  not  you  endeavour,  for  your 
own  information  and  guidance,  to  ascertain  the  circumstances  connected  with 
that  insolvency  ? 

Yes ;  but  there  is  great  difficulty  in  obtaining  it ;  we  try  to  do  it. 

236.  Is  not  one  of  the  main  objects  that  you  seek  in  obtaining  that  informa- 
tion, to  ascertam  whether,  in  his  former  proceedings,  he  has  failed  through  pure 
misfortune,  or  through  moderate  indiscretion,  or  through  reckless  overtrading  ? 

Certainly. 

237.  Are  not  those  three  classes  of  certificates  given  upon  those  principles, 
very  useful  in  faciUtating  those  inquiries,  which  without  those  certificates  you 
would  find  it  necessary  to  make  ? 

Yes,  no  doubt  about  it. 

238.  Lord  Brougham  and  Vau.v.']  Do  you  remember  when  the  14th  list  and 
the  other  13  were  in  operation,  whether  it  used  to  be  considered  as  to  the  trader 
who  obtained  a  certificate  4f  he  got  it  from  the  14th  Ust,  that  therefore  it  told 
more  in  his  favour  than  if  he  got  it  from  the  others  r 

Yes  ;  if  he  had  gone  through  the  ordeal  of  the  14th,  he  had  gone  through  it 
very  well  indeed. 

239.  Should 
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239.  Should  you  regard  with  apprehension  an  alteration  of  the  practice   Mr.J.P.Goiswi. 
introduced  in  1849  ?  jj — 

So  great,  that  I  should  use  my  exertions,  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  I  could  4t  ay  i  53- 
obtain  the  signatures  of  every  banker  and  almost  every  merchant  of  importance 
in  London  against  it  if  it  was  thought  that  that  clause  was  to  be  withdrawn ;  it 
is  so  important,  we  all  of  us  feel  it.  I  have  never  had  any  conversation  with  any 
commercial  man,  either  of  large  dealings  or  of  small  dealings,  who  has  not  spoken 
as  strongly  in  favour  of  those  class  certificates  as  I  have  done. 

240.  The  question  addressed  to  you  was,  whether  you,  and  those  with  whom 
you  have  conmiunicated  upon  this  subject,  would  view  with  apprehension  any 
alteration  respecting  the  classification  ? 

With  great  apprehension.  ^ 

241.  Does  any  addition  to  the  present  three  classes  suggest  itself  to  you ;  for 
instance,  a  fourth  class,  higher  than  the  first  ? 

1  cannot  see  how  it  is  possible  to  make  a  higher  one ;  I  beUeve  it  has  worked 
weU,  and  it  has  only  worked  for  two  or  three  years  yet ;  I  believe  the  working 
of  it  is  yet  to  come;  I  understand  there  has  been  great  good  already,  but  much 
more  will  arise  from  it. 

242.  Might  not  a  fourth  class  be  added  to  the  lower  end  of  the  Ust ;  that  is  to 
say,  granting  a  certificate,  but  not  stating  of  what  class,  merely  a  certificate 
that  the  party  had  compUed  with  the  Act,  so  as  to  be  neither  an  honour  nor  a 
stigma? 

1  do  not  know ;  my  idea  would  be,  that  you  cannot  improve  the  three  classes. 
The  Commissioners  can  now  refuse  a  certificate. 

243.  Suppose  the  Commissioner  allows  the  insolvent  to  trade  again,  but  gives 
no  certificate  of  any  kind  ? 

To  the  best  of  my  recollection,  the  Act  meets  every  case ;  I  do  not  see  any 
commercial  case  but  what  is  defined  in  the  first,  second  or  third  class. 

244.  Lord  Ov€rstone.'\  Do  you  think,  in  trading  misconduct,  that  there  exists 
any  definable  class  between  that  of  extreme  recklessness  in  trading  and  the  com- 
mencement of  fraud  ? 

I  can  hardly  call  it  fraud  in  the  old  acceptation  of  the  word,  where  the  man 
has  not  benefited  himself.  I  consider  it  fraud  if  a  man  takes  my  property, 
secretes  the  money,  and  passes  it  over  to  others  to  get  a  futiu^e  benefit ;  that  is 
a  robbery  which  the  old  Act  would  meet,  and  by  which  a  bankrupt  would  be 
punished ;  but  if  he  is  reckless  in  his  private  expenditure,  or  extravagant  in  the 
mode  of  doing  business,  or  reckless  in  his  specidations,  he  equally  defrauds  me, 
though  he  does  not  benefit  himself  pecuniarily. 

245.  The  object  of  my  question  was  to  ascertain  this  point,  whether  between 
that  class  of  persons  who  obtain  third-class  certificates  only,  on  account  of 
extreme  recklessness  in  their  expenditure,  and  in  the  extent  of  their  trading 
operations,  and  that  class  of  persons  who  fail  to  obtain  a  certificate  at  all,  because 
their  transactions  are  tinctured  with  fraud,  there  can  exist  an  intermediate  class, 
for  whom  it  would  be  expedient  to  create  a  new  form  of  certificate  ?  - 

1  cannot  see  how  it  would  be  expedient ;  there  are  all  shades  and  grades ;  it 
is  extremely  difficult  to  draw  a  Une ;  you  might  divide,  and,  instead  of  three, 
make  six. 

246.  Do  you  consider  that  there  is  really  any  grade  between  the  extreme  of 
recklessness  in  trading,  and  the  commencement  of  fraud  ? 

No  ;  1  think  recklessness  verges  so  closely  upon  it,  that  I  do  not  see  where 
you  could  draw  the  Une. 

24/.  Lord  Brovgham  and  Favx.]  There  are  two  faults  which  may  enter  into 
the  conduct  of  a  party  who  only  gets  a  third-class  certificate ;  the  one  is  reckless 
speculation,  and  the  other  extravagant  expenditure ;  would  there  be  any  benefit 
in  dividing  that  third-class  into  two,  and  making  a  third  and  fourth,  the  one 
being  reckless  speculation,  and  the  other  extravagant  expenditure  ? 

Perhaps  it  might  be  an  improvement ;  but  this  idea  is  quite  new  to  me ;  I  can 
fancy  a  person  reckless  in  his  speculations,  that  is  doing  a  great  injury  to  com- 
merce, and  yet  privately  be  extremely  economical  in  his  habits.  I  think  I  can 
recollect  cases  in  which  parties  have  been  extremely  prudent  in  their  private 
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Mr.  J.  P.  Gassioi.  expenditure,  and  yet  have  been  reckless  in  their  dealings ;  others  have  been 
' —  extremely  prudent  in  their  commercial  transactions,  and  yet  have  been  reddest 

__  ^^     :^'     ^^  their  private  expenditure. 

248.  Supposing  two  such  classes  of  people,  would  you  make  one  the  third  and 
the  other  the  fourth  r 

I  really  believe  that  reckless  speculation  is  more  injurious  than  reckless  private 
expenditure. 

249.  Lord  Overstone.l  Supposing  you  were  a  person  in  the  habit  of  giving^ 
credit,  which  party  should  you  prefer  for  your  debtor? 

It  would  be  difficult  to  draw  a  distinction. 

250.  Then  a  distinction  in  the  certificate  would  not  answer  the  purpose  ? 
No,  it  would  not.    ' 

251.  Itord  Brougham  and  Vaiix.]  In  looking  at  the  party's  conduct,  should 
you  not  look  to  your  own  safety  as  to  trusting  him  ? 

No  doubt  of  it. 

252.  Do  not  you  think  that  you  would  be  safer  with  a  debtor  who  was  a  little 
extravagant  in  his  private  expenditure,  but  who  did  not  enter  into  wild  specu« 
lations,  than  you  would  be  with  one  who  was  perfectly  economical  in  his  private 
expenditure,  and  even  parsimonious,  but  given  to  reckless  speculation ;  would 
not  the  latter  be  the  more  dangerous  to  you  ? 

I  am  afraid  that  I  could  not  put  down  any  general  rule  for  that. 

253.  Are  there  not  limits  to  extravagant  expenditure  in  a  man's  private- 
affairs? 

Yes,  there  must  be. 

254.  Is  there  any  limit  to  a  man's  gambling  speculations  as  a  trader  ? 
There  cannot  be,  beyond  the  ability  of  obtaining  credit. 

The  Witness  is  directed  to  withdraw. 


Mr.  Johnjiuxveli.  ^R,  JOHN  HOWELL  is  called  m,  and  examuied  as  follows : 

255.  Lord  Brougham  and  Vaux.']  YOU  are  from  the  house  of  Ellis,  Everingtoa 
&  Company,  are  you  not  ? 

Yes. 

256.  How  long  have  you  been  in  that  house  ? 

I  have  been  17  years  in  the  house,  and  1 1  years  a  partner. 

257.  In  what  line  of  business  are  you  ? 
Wholesale  warehousemen. 

258.  Have  you  very  extensive  dealings  in  various  parts  of  the  kingdom  ? 
Very  large  transactions. 

259.  Both  in  town  and  countr}'*  ? 
Yes,  and  abroad. 

260.  Hare  you  transactions  with  persons  to  various  amounts  r 
To  various  amounts,  small  and  large. 

261.  Have  you  heard  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Gassiot? 
Yes,  I  have. 

262.  Do  you  agree  with  him  ? 
Fully. 

263.  Do  you  agree  with  him  as  to  the  value  of  the  classification  of  certificates  ? 
Most  completely ;  the  idea,  as  he  stated,  originated  with  myself  while  acting- 

on  our  committee. 

264.  In  1848  and  1849? 
In  1848. 

265.  Have- 
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265.  Have  the  expectations  which  you  then  formed  of  the  working  of  it  Been  Mr.  John  Hcwll 
disappointed  or  realized  ?  • 

FuUy  realized ;  I  think  I  see  a  great  improvement  in  the  tone  of  dealing  4*  ^^^y  '®53- 
throughout  the  country,  and,  the  fact  of  my  being  the  author  of  the  scheme 
being  pretty  well  known,  I  hear  constant  reference  made  to  the  class  certificates ; 
I  have  had  frequent  opportunities  of  communicating  with  commercial  men  on 
the  subject,  and  I  can  say  that  I  have  met  with  no  dissentients  from  the  opinion 
(excepting,  perhaps,  some  one  or  two  professional  men  connected  with  the 
Court)  that  it  has  been  a  useful  measure. 

266.  Lord  Wrottesley.']  Connected  with  the  Bankruptcy  Court  ? 
Yes ;  but  not  latterly. 

267.  Lord  Brougham  and  Vaux.']  You  mean  that  they  objected  to  it  at  fifist ; 
but  they  do  not  now  ? 

They  had  some  feeling  against  it,  and  some  time  ago  I  read  a  pamphlet 
published  against  it. 

268.  Chairman.'\  By  whom  was  it  written  ? 

I  forget;  but  it  was  by  some  Barrister  of  the  Temple  or  Lincoln's  Inn;  he  argued 
against  it;  but  I  though  this  ailments  very  weak,  because  they  referred  only  to 
its  operation  in  Court ;  I  look  to  its  influence  out  of  Court ;  I  can  say,  with 
rrfierence  to  our  own  transactions,  that,  comparing  the  last  three  years  since 
this  law  has  been  in  operation  with  the  previous  thj^e  years  before  this  law  was 
in  operation,  our  losses  by  bad  debts  have  been  reduced — I  speak  relatively — 
to  the  extent  of  34  per  cent.,  that  is,  we  have  saved  34  per  cent,  upon  the 
original  loss  by  bad  debts,  and  at  a  time,  too,  when  our  business  has  increased : 
we  have  had  a  large  increase  of  business  since  that  time,  and  it  is  usual  with  an 
extension  of  business  to  run  extra  risks ;  but  though  we  have  run  extra  risks, 
we  have  sustained  fewer  losses.  I  am  particularly  struck  with  the  fact,  that  our 
losses  by  bad  debts  have  been  considerably  less  than  they  were,  though  the 
temptations  to  speculate,  aflforded  by  the  cheapness  of  money,  have  been  very 
great :  during  the  last  year,  our  house  discounted  bills  to  the  amount  of  upwards 
of  70,000  /.,  at  the  low  rate  of  1  ^  per  cent,  per  annum ;  and  although  money  has 
been  so  abundant  and  cheap  throughout  the  country,  we  have  not  seen  that 
reckless  speculation  in  trade  which  we  witnessed  previous  to  1847,  and  which 
was  attended  with  such  disastrous  consequences  in  1847. 

269.  That  was  a  time  of  great  speculation  ? 

Of  great  speculation ;  but  there  have  been  the  same  temptations  to  great 
speculations  within  the  last  year  or  two  in  the  cheapness  of  money. 

270.  But  people  have  foimd  the  impolicy  of  such  proceedings,  and  have 
become  wiser  ;  are  all  these  benefits  to  be  attributed  to  the  three  classes  of 
certificates  ? 

Certainly  not ;  I  do  not  claim  so  much  credit  for  them  as  that ;  but  I  think 
a  pervading  spirit  of  honesty  is  as  essential  an  element  to  the  prosperity  of  trade, 
as  abundance  and  peace ;  and  1  beUeve  the  dealings  of  traders  and  mercantile 
men  with  one  another  have  been  of  a  more  honest  character  since  the  law  of 
1849  has  been  in  operation. 

271.  And  you  attribute  that  increase  of  honesty  to  the  three  classes  of  cer- 
tificates? 

Largely,  but  not  entirely. 

272.  What  other  elements  do  you  take  into  your  consideration? 

I  think,  also,  other  improvements  of  the  law:  the  faciUty  of  obtaining 
money :  the  facility  afforded  by  bankers  and  country  bankers  has  been  such, 
that  men  have  not  been  driven  to  the  same  straits  for  money  as  they  were. 

273.  You  attribute  that  to  the  prosperity  of  the  country  ? 

To  a  certain  extent ;  but  it  is  attributable  largely  to  the  feeling  which  exists 
in  every  trader's  mind,  that  if  he  becomes  a  bankrupt,  he  runs  a  risk  of  coming 
out  with  a  tarnished  character,  and  thereby  losing  caste. 

274.  Lord  Over  stone.']  Did  you  state  that  the  amount  which  you  now  recover 
upon  your  bad  debts  was  increased  34  per  cent.,  or  that  the  amount  of  the  bad 

(196.2.)  E  debts  . 
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Mth  JohnHouelL  del^  viidch  arise,  as  eompared  with  the  aggr^ate  amount  of  the  transactions^ 

was  dmunished  34  per  cent.  ? 

4ifrMay  1853.         If  I  jj^^y  \^  permitted  to  answer  the  question  definitiyely,  without  hovii^  it 
j^  down,  I  shall  be  happy  to  do  so. 

275.  In  what  particular  form  has  that  advantage  arisen,  has  it  been  from  a 
diminution  in  the  amount  of  insolvency,  or  has  it  been  from  an  increase  in  the 
per-centage  of  the  dividends  ? 

A  decrease  in  the  number  of  the  insolvents,  and  in  the  character  of  the  insol- 
vencies ;  chiefly  a  decrease  in  the  numbers,  and  in  our  not  having  made  such 
large  bad  debts. 

276.  Would  there  be  any  objection  to  your  stating  what  estimate  you  can 
fomt  as  to  the  avwage  number  of  persons  to  whom  a  first-chiss  xi^olesale  house 
gives  credit  in  the  course  of  a  year  ? 

I  think  we  give  credit  to  about  from  4,000  L  to  5^000  /.  in  tbs  year. 

277-  Do  you  conceive  that  there  are  many,  and  how  many,  houses  belonging 
to  your  committee,  who  are  likely  to  give  credit  to  something  like  the  same 
esitent  in  the  year  ^ 

I  believe  thwe  are  four  or  &^e  or  more  houses  who  give  esedit  to  as  many  as 
w^  and  some  perhaps  to  more  thao  we  do. 

278.  And  those  all  concur  in  the  opinions  wMch  the  committee-men,  who 
have  given  evidence  before  this  Committee,  entertain  upon  this  subject  ? 

All  the  houses  of  that  class  that  I  know  of  have  signed  the  Petition  to  the 
House  of  Lords,  excepting  two,  one  of  which  is  Messrs.  Coster  &  Company ;  they^ 
did  not  go  into  the  subject,  and  they  objected  to  sign,  because  they  had  so 
much  confidence  in  the  Right  honourable  Chairman ;  that  firm  and  another  are 
tile  only  houses  which  have  declined. 

279.  Have  you  seen  the  signatures  to  the  Petition  that  is  before  the  House, 
and  has  beesi  referred  to  this  Committee  ? 

I  have. 

280.  Can  you  form  any  estimate,  however  rough,  of  the  {n*obable  number  of 
parties  receiving  credit  in  the  course  of  a  year  from  those  petitioners  ? 

I  cannot. 

281.  Should  you  think  that  it  might  be  safely  said  to  be  100,000  ? 

A  great  many  more.  There  is  such  a  tidng  as  indirect,  as  well  as  direct 
credit.  A^my  of  the  great  bankers'  bill  brokers,  whose  names  are  attadied  to 
the  petition,  credit  indirectly* 

288.  You  would  say  that  the  number  of  persons  rec^ving  credit  from^  parties 
who  are  petitioners  before  this  Committee  are  almost  indefinite  ? 
Indefinite. 

283.  You  are  the  person  who  originally  suggested  the  difBerent  classes  of 
certificates? 

I  am. 

284.  What  led  you  to  make  that  su^estion  ? 

I  was  an  active  member  on  Mr.  Hawes's  committee.  I  was  deeply  impressed 
with  a  sense  of  the  inefficieaqr  of  the  did  law,  and  was  accustomed  to  hear  the 
most  violent  tirades  against  it.  It  was  making  credit,  which  depends  on  cha- 
racter, rather  than  capital,  dear,  and  consequentiiy  ensnaring ;  and  in  endeavour- 
ing to  find  a  remedy  consonant  with  the  spirit  of  modem  legislation,  the  idea 
occurred  to  me,  which  I  have  since  seen  admirably  expressed  by  Montesquieu, 
"  Punishments  should  be  drawn  from  the  nature  of  the  crimes ;"  and  no 
punishment  in  a  populous,  refined  and  commercial  country  seemed  to  me  so 
suitable  for  abuse  of  credit  as  that  which  stamped  the  character.  I  had 
also,  within  my  experience,  seen  men  of  great  respectability  and  great  repu- 
tation and  honour  fall  into  bankruptcy,  and  I  thought  it  was  a  cruel  thing  that 
men  of  that  class  should  be  herded  and  mixed  \xp  with  the  general  class  of 
bankrupts  in  the  Court.  I  attribute  men's  misfortunes  generally  to  themselves ; 
but  there  are  instances  where  misfortune  comes  upon  a  man  from  failing  health, 
and  from  a  great  variety  of  natural  and  politicid  causes,  from  misconduct  of 
partners,  or  misplaced  trust  in  others,  who  damage  or  ruin  them.   I  also  thoi^t 
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that  if  the  distinction  of  three  classes  of  certificates  could  be  adopted,  it  would  Mr.  John  Howell. 
have  a  great  effect  on  the  conduct  of  men  during  their  trading,  and  before  they        .    ' — 
came  near  insolvency ;  they  would  have  it  constantly  in  their  eye,  that  their     **   *  "^  ^^^' 
conduct  in  business  might  be  pronounced  upon  by  a  Judge  who  could  have  no  ^ 

vindictive  feeling,  no  angry  feeling,  and  who  was  supposed  and  who  ought  to 
be  a  man  of  eminence,  and  a  man  guided  by  the  noblest  feelings  of  human 
nature,  that  the  effect  of  such  a  measure  would  be  beneficial  in  improving  the 
tmie  of  trade  generally,  and  1  believed  that  with  the  improved  tone  of  trade, 
trade,  with  its  blessings  and  benefits,  would  increase  and  descend  among  the 
lower  dass  of  people ;  for  I  attribute  a  great  many  of  the  trading  monopolies 
which  exist  in  this  country,  banking  monopolies,  brewing  and  distilling  mono- 
polies, and  warehouse  monopolies,  to  the  unsound  state  of  the  Bankruptcy  and 
Insolvency  Laws  which  existed  for  a  series  of  years  before  1849,  and  especially 
when  the  Usury  Laws  were  repealed.  The  fact  is,  that  capital  has  had  a  weight 
and  an  influence  which  has  thrown  character  into  the  shade,  and  I  believed  that 
if  we  could  raise  the  character  of  the  lower  class  of  tradesmen,  it  would  be 
highly  beneficial  in  dispersing  wealth  and  employment  among  them :  I  looked 
upon  it  as  a  great  social  and  political  question. 

285.  The  two  considerations  which  led  you  to  make  this  suggestion  were, 
your  view  of  its  useful  and  moral  influence  upon  traders  in  business,  and  the 
desire  of  administering  justice  between  themselves  ? 

Predsefy. 

286.  You  think  it  has  accomplished  in  those  respects  all  you  had  anticipated 
from  it? 

I  think  so,  considering  the  short  time  it  has  been  in  q^eration ;  but  even- 
toaHy  I  anticxpate  still  greater  benefit  from  it. 

287.  That  opinion  is  founded  upon  extensive  experience  and  observation  ? 

It  is ;  and  I  am  greatly  gn^ified  to  find  that  Dr.  Paley  had  adopted  the  same 
idea  in  a  paragraph  which  is  quoted  in  the  Petition.  I  also  fully  agree  with 
Dr.  Paley,  who  says,  that  "  Perhaps  the  only  way  in  which  the  interposition  of 
law  is  salutary  in  trade  is  in  the  prevention  of  frauds."  I  think  that  the  whole 
direction  of  the  law  duHikl  be  «kgainst  fraud;  and  it  is  better  to  prevent  frmid, 
than  to  visit  it  with  punishment,  merely  with  the  view  to  the  justice  of  its 
mfliction. 

288.  Do  you  calculate  the  34  per  cent.,  which  you  mentioned  as  the  difference 
that  you  think  accrued  to  you,  by  an  iiiifm)vement  in  the  practice  upon 
the  amount  of  the  bad  debts,  or  upon  the  total  amount  of  all  loss  by  those 
debtors? 

I  took  our  losses  for  the  three  years  1847,  1848  and  1849:  call  those  losses 
100  /. :  I  took  our  losses  upon  an  equivalent  amount  of  return,  that  is,  goods  sold 
the  three  subsequent  years,  and  I  found  that  the  losses,  instead  of  being  100  /., 
were  66  L 

.289.  Chairman^  In  that  first  computation  you  took  in  the  year  1847  ? 
Yes. 

290.  Was  not  that  a  year  of  very  reckless  trading  ? 
Yes,  it  was. 

291.  Lord  Brougham  and  Vatuv.']  Have  you  made  a  similar  calculation  as  to 
the  years  before  1847,  1845  and  1846  ? 

No,  I  have  not ;  but  our  business  has  increased  in  1850, 1851  and  1852,  nearly 
300,000  /.  during  those  three  years.  Extending  and  pushing  a  business  with 
more  confidence  and  energy  generally  involves  losses,  because  it  is  done  with 
new  men  probably,  and  in  opening  accounts  with  new  customers  you  run  the  risk 
of  incurring  losses. 

292.  Do  not  you  also,  in  giving  credit  to  new  men,  give  credit  somewhat 
more  easily  ? 

No,  I  skouU  say  not. 

293.  Chairman.']  You  would  rather  trust  those  with  whom  you  have  hitherto 
dealt,  having  found  them  steady  men,  than  men  whom  you  do  iK>t  know  r 

Yes. 
(196. 2.)  E  2  294.  Lord 
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Mr.JohnHoxceU.       294.  hord  Brougham  and  Vaux.^  As  you  were  pushing  the  business,  should 

you  not  be  inclined  to  give  credit  more  easily  to  the  old  connexions  r 

4th  May  1853.         Yes,  I  think  so.     I  beg  permission  to  mention  a  fact  which  bears  upon  this 

subject :  the  committee  of  the  Stock  Exchange  have  adopted  this  very  plan. 

When  a  member  of  the  Stock  Exchange  now  fails,  he  is  re-eligible  when  his 
conduct  has  been  investigated  by  the  committee,  and  he  returns  to  the  Stock 
Exchange  with  a  first,  second  or  third-class  certificate,  the  committee  pro- 
nouncing which  class  it  shall  be,  and  his  class  is  placed  upon  a  board  at  the 
Stock  Exchange,  and  open  to  all  parties ;  so  that  men  who  misconduct  themselves 
by  reckless  speculation  on  the  Stock  Exchange,  are  allowed  to  return  to  get  a 
living ;  but  they  return  with  a  character  stamped  upon  them. 

295.  Chairman.']  You  are  aware  that  by  the  Bankrupt  Law,  without  those 
clauses  of  which  you  are  the  author,  a  man  who  has  been  guilty  of  any  miscon- 
duct, almost  anything  amounting  to  real  misconduct  as  a  trader,  is  excluded 
altogether  from  his  certificate  ? 

I  know  that  certain  offences  involve  the  loss  of  the  certificate. 

296.  Therefore,  anything  which  really  amounts  to  fraud,  or  to  gross  miscon- 
duct, or  to  gambling  beyond  the  smallest  amoimt,  altogether  forfeits  the  chance 
of  obtaining  the  certificate  ? 

I  know  that  that  is  the  law,  and  in  some  respects  I  think  it  too  severe. 

297.  It  may  be  granted  or  suspended,  or  granted  upon  condition,  or  withheld 
for  a  time,  independently  of  those  clauses  ? 

Yes. 

298.  You  have  great  confidence  in  your  plan,  and  you  look  upon  the  mark 
which  goes  out  upon  a  man  as  being  the  thing  which  is  beneficial,  because  he 
must  have  conformed  in  all  respects,  or  he  cannot  get  a  certificate  at  all.  With 
respect  to  the  Stock  Exchange,  I  suppose  they  have  no  other  mode  of  punish- 
ment ;  they  have  no  means ;  it  is  a  mere  regulation  amongst  themselves,  and 
their  punishment  is  pasting  a  man*s  name  up  on  a  black  board  ? 

I  am  informed  that  they  exclude  them  altogether  in  very  gross  cases. 

299.  Lord  Overstone.']  Have  they  not  also,  and  do  they  not  often  exercise,  the 
power  of  temporary  exclusion  ? 

I  am  not  aware ;  but  I  produce  the  regtdations. 

The  following  Resolutions  were  passed  on  the  5th,  and  confirmed  on  the 

1 9th  of  April  1852. 

That  in  future,  the  re-admission  of  defaulters  be  in  three  distinct  Classes,  so  that  the 
members  of  the  Stock  Exchange  may  be  thereby  enabled  to  appreciate  the  standing  to- 
which  each  defaulter  is  entitled  on  his  re-admission. 

The  First  Class  to  be  for  cases  of  failure  arising  from  the  defection  of  principals,  or  from 
other  unfortunate  vicissitudes ;  where  no  bad  faith  nor  breach  of  the  regulations  of  the 
house  has  been  practised ;  where  the  operations  have  been  in  reasonable  proportion  to  the 
defaulter's  means  or  resources ;  and  where  his  general  conduct  has  been  in*eproachable. 

The  Second  Class  for  cases  marked  by  indiscretion  ;  by  the  absence  of  reasonable  caution ; 
or  by  conduct  reprehensible  in  other  respects. 

The  Third  Class  for  cases  where  the  conduct  of  the  defaulter  has  rendered  him  ineligible 
under  either  of  the  former  classes,  but  whom,  nevertheless,  the  committee  may  not  feel 
warranted  in  entirely  excluding  from  the  Stock  Exchange. 

The  final  decision  of  the  committee  on  each  defaulter's  application  will  be  notified  to  the 
members  in  the  usual  way,  and  remain  posted  in  the  Stock  Exchange  for  thirty  days. 

Committee-room,  Stock  Exchange, 
Monday,  19th  April  1852. 

300.  Lord  Brougham  and  Vanx.']  Do  you  consider  that  a  certificate  of  the 
first  class  is  an  honour  conferred  upon  the  trader,  and  that  the  prospect  of  it 
has  a  tendency  to  make  men,  when  they  are  becoming  insolvent,  and  before  they 
are  made  bankrupt,  voluntarily  put  themselves  vrithin  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Court  ? 

I  think  that  the  lavr  operates  favourably  upon  men  during  their  trading,  not 
only  as  to  a  first-class  certificate,  but  as  to  obtaining  a  second-class  certificate. 

301.  You  think  that  it  has  that  tendency? 

To  stop  men  from  an  evil  career  sooner  than  they  otherwise  would. 

302.  And 
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302.  And  to  come  while  they  have  still  something  to  distribute  among  their  ^^'  JchnHoweU. 
creditors  ?  ^  ^^  j^^y  jg^^ 

Precisely.  I  have  no  obstinate  prejudice  in  favour  of  the  terms  used  in  the       

Bankruptcy  Act  with  reference  to  the  certificates,  the  terms  as  to  the  bank- 
ruptcy having  arisen  wholly  from  misfortune ;  it  has  appeared  to  me,  on  reflecting 
on  it,  that  if  those  terms  are  found  objectionable,  the  following  might  be 
adopted  with  equally  good  effect :  with  reference  to  the  first-class  certificate, 
I  would  have  the  Commissioner  give  it  in  this  form :  "  I  hereby  certify,  that 
the  bankruptcy  of  the  said  A.  B.  has  arisen  from  losses  and  misfortunes  which 
have  occurred  in  the  legitimate  pursuits  of  his  trade,  and  for  which  this  Court 
does  not  cast  any  blame  upon  him."  For  the  second-class  certificate  I  see  no 
objection  to  this  form  :  "  1  hereby  certify,  that  the  bankruptcy  has  arisen  from 
losses  and  misfortunes  which  might,  with  proper  care  and  discretion,  have  been 
avoided  by  the  bankrupt,  and  that  this  Court  does  not  wholly  approve  of  his 
conduct."  And  for  the  third-class  I  would  say,  "  I  hereby  certify,  that  the  losses 
sustained  by  the  creditors  of  this  estate  are  to  be  attributed  to  the  misconduct 
of  the  bankrupt  in — [here  state  causes  of  bankruptcy^  and  conduct  of  bankrupt. y* 
Those  terms  are  less  definite  than  the  terms  now  adopted  by  the  law  of  1849, 
and  whether  they  are  better  or  worse,  I  leave  to  the  judgment  of  your  Lordships. 

303.  Chairman.]  Do  you  think  that  those  terms  which  you  suggest  represent 
what  was  intended  to  be  represented  in  the  Act  of  Parliament  as  it  stands,  or 
do  you  believe  that  the  same  classes  of  certificate  would  be  granted  if  those 
words  were  substituted  for  what  are  in  the  Act  as  they  are  now  granted  ? 

Not  entirely ;  I  think  there  would  be  more  first-class  certificates  than  are  now 
granted,  because  the  words  are  now  very  rigid,  that  the  bankruptcy  has  wholly 
arisen  from  unavoidable  losses  and  misfortunes,  and  we  know  that  absolutely 
unavoidable  losses  and  misfortunes  seldom  overtake  a  person. 

304.  Lord  Brougham  afid  VauT.]  Does  it  frequently  happen  that  persons* 
losses  could  be  said,  with  strict  truth,  wholly  to  arise  from  unavoidable  mis- 
fortunes ? 

It  does  not  frequently  happen,  but  it  is  very  possible ;  it  may  result  from 
sickness  happening  to  a  man,  robbery,  and  other  causes. 

305.  And  from  shipwreck  ? 

A  man  may  insure  against  shipwreck  and  fire. 

306.  Lord  OversloneJ]  Do  you  think,  in  your  experience,  that  you  do  now 
and  then,  even  though  at  rare  intervals,  come  across  a  case  in  which,  speaking 
with  considerable  regard  to  accuracy  of  language,  you  could  really  say  that  a 
man*s  misfortunes  arose  from  circumstances  entirely  unavoidable  on  his  part  ? 

Yes,  I  think  I  have  known  such  cases. 

307.  Lord  Brougham  and  Vaux.]  Are  not  those  cases  very  rare  ? 
Very  rare. 

308.  Chairman.']  Is  there  not  this  difficulty  as  to  the  honest  tradesman,  that 
you  are  judging  cdFter  the  event :  every  body  can  tell  when  a  man  is  broken, 
and  he  pays  but  a  small  per-centage,  or  a  large  one  ;  every  body  can  tell  then 
what  the  result  is ;  but  then  you  are  judging  when  you  know  what  has  taken 
place  :  is  it  not  rather  a  hard  measure  upon  a  man,  particularly  as  regards  the 
first-class  certificate,  which  every  man  would  desire  to  obtain,  to  put  him  to 
that  test  after  the  event  has  happened  ? 

No,  I  think  not ;  credit  rests  upon  opinion  and  upon  character,  or  it  ought 
greatly  to  rest  upon  them ;  it  is  for  the  good  of  society  that  credit  should  exist ; 
if  therefore  a  creditor  loses  his  money,  I  consider  the  debtor  is  amenable  to 
society  for  the  abuse  of  that  credit,  or  that  he  should  render  an  account  of  his 
conduct,  to  show  whether  the  loss  arises  from  accidental  circumstances,  or 
whether  the  credit  has  been  abused.  I  certainly  think  that  as  credit  is  dependent 
upon  opinion  and  upon  conduct,  a  man  who  fails  in  dischai^ing  his  obligations, 
is  bound  to  render  an  account,  and  it  is  a  wholesome  state  of  the  law  that  his 
<;reditor  should  have  power  to  compel  him  to  do  so. 

309.  Are  you  not  giving  a  character  with  a  view  to  this  class  ;  for,  recollect, 
that  if  he  has  committed  any  crime,  any  fraud,  if  guilty  of  any  ff^mbling  or 
other  transactions,  he  gets  no  certificate  at  all ;  he  is  excluded.    I?  they  grant 

(196. 2.)  E  3  him 
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Mr.  JaknEowll  him  a  first-class  certificate^  in  which  they  say  that,  having  regard  to  his  submis- 
^.  ^ — g  sion  to  the  Bankruptcy  Court,  and  to  his  conduct  as  a  trader,  as  well  before  as 
^  *y  *  53*  j^j,  ^^  bankruptcy,  they  find  him  entitled  to  his  certificate ;  when  they  hare 
done  that,  you  begin  to  deal  with  the  clause ;  I  ask  you  this,  whether  you  do 
not  think  that  it  does  not  opiate  hardly  upon  a  man  to  have  a  judgment 
formed  in  regard  to  that  clause  after  the  event,  namely,  after  the  breaking,  and 
you  see  the  thing  before  you  by  the  results,  and  not  from  the  judgment ;  and 
the  Commissioner  would  scarcely  know  what  would  be  a  fair  judgment  to  pass 
upon  a  man  whilst  the  events  were  passing  ? 

I  think  it  is  the  proper  time  to  form  a  judgment  of  the  conduct  of  a  man ; 
the  Judge  can  have  no  vindictive  feeling,  no  interest  one  way  or  the  other ;  he 
ought  to  be  a  man  of  eminence  and  distinction,  appointed  on  accoimt  of  his  dis- 
tinction as  a  lawyer,  and  his  high  moral  qualities — a  fit  man  to  preside  over 
a  Court  of  Law  and  Equity.  Such  a  man  may,  in  my  opinion,  be  intrusted  with 
such  powers ;  and  his  judgments,  from  day  to  day,  will  doubtless  produce  a 
wholesome  moral  effect  on  the  community.  After  an  investigation  appears  to 
me  to  be  the  very  time  when  the  judgment  ^ould  be  pronounced,  when  we  see 
not  only  the  results  of  trading,  but  can  trace  the  motives  which  led  to  such 
results. 

310.  Lord  Oversie7ie,'^\  Do  you  think,  speaking  fr*om  your  long  experience  as 
a  practical  man  of  business,  that  there  is  no  real  difficulty  in  HifltingiiigKmg 
between  reasonable  enterprise  and  reckless  over-trading,  even  in  cases  where 
they  have  both  resulted  in  insolvency  ? 

No,  I  think  there  is  no  real  difficulty. 

311.  Chairman.']  If  a  Commissioner  were  to  hold,  under  the  Act  of  Pariiament, 
that  a  man  in  the  general  run  of  cases,  without  any  particular  impeachment, 
were  entitled  only  to  what  is  called  a  common  certificate,  which  turns  out  to  be 
a  third-class,  should  you  then  think  that  that  was  within  the  intention  you  have 
in  proposing  tJ^ris  measure  ? 

It  was  not  within  my  view. 

312.  Lord  Brougham  and  Vaux.']  In  the  proposed  alterations  of  the  certi- 
ficates which  you  have  given  above,  do  you  consider  that  such  would  be  an 
improvement,  or  do  you  only  suggest  them  for  consideratiim  ? 

I  think  they  would  be  an  imimovement,  beeattse  th^  would  Temove  some  of 
the  difficulties  in  granting  first  class  certificates. 

313.  Do  you  consider  that  they  would  facilitate  the  ^rantii^  of  first-dass 
certificates  ? 

I  think  they  would. 

314.  Lord  Over  stone  J]  AMiy  do  you  wish  to  facilitate  the  granting  of  first- 
class  certificates  ? 

The  more  opportunities  we  have  of  freeing  unfortunate  men  from  obloquy  the 
better.  I  advocate  a  humane  and  charitable  law,  and  I  think  the  law  under  the 
change  suggested  would  not  lose  its  effect^  provided  the  classification,  which  I 
would  maintain  with  the  firmest  resolution,  were  not  disturbed. 

315*  Do  not  you  consider  that  the  two  great  objects  of  the  law  should  be  to 
deter,  by  the  apprehension  of  an  inferior  certificate,  parties  from  an  improper 
course  of  conduct  before  insolvency ;  and  after  insolvency,  to  give  to  the  public 
correct,  and  therefore  useful,  information  for  thdr  guidance  in  their  future  trans- 
actions with  those  parties  ? 

I  think  the  first  object,  the  great  object  in  the  classification,  is  to  deter  men 
from  doing  wrong.  I  would,  with  all  submission,  quote  from  a  work  I  have 
here,  Jeremy  Bentham's  Rationale  of  Punishment,  under  the  liead  "  Exemplarity ;" 
it  says,  "  The  mode  of  punishment  is  exemplary  in  proportion  to  its  apparent, 
and  not  to  its  real  magnitude:  it  is  apparent  punishment  that  does  all  the 
service  in  the  way  of  example.  The  real  punishment,  that  would  produce  no 
visible  effects,  might  serve  to  intimidate  or  reform  offenders ;  but  its  use  as  an 
example  to  the  public  would  be  lost.*'  I  really  advocate  classification,  because 
it  is  distinctive  in  its  nature :  it  goes  into  the  Gazette,  is  clear  and  defiiiite,  and 
serves  as  an  example  to  deter  men  from  doing  wrong,  and  as  a  mild  punishment 
to  those  who  have  done  wrong. 

316.  The 
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316.  The  objeet  of  the  present  mqmry  is  not  to  d^srmme  the  merit  or   M^.  J<An  Botveik 
demerit  (^  ilse  system  oi  classifieatkm^  or  tbe  reqpectiye  merits  oi  two  different  iJ""^q 

modes  of  constituting  tt  first-class  certificate ;  how  do  you  bring  your  proposed     ^       ay  ^  53* 
alteration  in  the  first-cUfiS  certificates  more  imd^  the  {nrinciples  which  you  have 
enunciated  than  the  existing  mode  of  constituting  first-class,  certificates  ? 

I  think  the  terms  which  I  have  submitted  to  the  Committee  are  not  so  rigid 
in  their  character  as  the  terms  adopted  in  the  Statute  of  1849^  which  requires 
that  a  bankruptcy  should  have  arisen  wholly  from  unavoidable  loss  and  misfor- 
Iraie  before  a  first-class  certificate  be  granted ;  and  it  would  be  a  relaxation  of 
that  rigidity,  and  produce  results  equally  satisfactory. 

317-  Do  you  think  that  persons  who  ought  to  have  received  a  first-class 
certificate  have  failed  to  obtain  it  under  the  present  S3rstem  ? 
In  some  instances  I  think  it  is  possible. 

318.  The  question  was  rather  directed  not  to.  the  possilnlity,  but  to  the 
fact? 

It  is  a  difficult  questiicm  for  me  to  answer^  so  mueli  depends  upon,  the  inter- 
pretation of  the  law  by  the  Commissioner. 

319.  Do  you  think  that  cases  are  occasionally  occurring  of  persons  failing  to 
obtain  a  first-class  certififiate  who  ought  really  to  go  forth  to  the  public  with 
the  same  d^ree  of  character  and  the  same  pledge  for  future  confidence  as  those 
who  do  obtam  first-dass  certificates  r 

No. 

320.  If  ycHi  do  not  hold  that  opinion^  why  do  jrou  think  it  necessary  to  relax 
the  rigidity  of  the  first-class  certificate  ? 

I  wish  the  law  to  enjoy  the  respect  of  all  classes ;  it  is  altogether  a  question 
of  degree,  and  it  seems  to  me  that  it  would  be  desirable  to  enlai^  the  number 
of  first-class  certificates :  the  balance  of  judgment  should  be  in  favour  of,  rather 
than  against,  the  unfortunate  insolvent. 

321.  Lord  Brougham  and  Vaux.]  Do  not  you  consider  that  so  long  as  it  shall 
be  deemed  expedient  to  maintain  a  classification  at  all*  unless  there  be  very 
.great  and  manifest  advantage  from  changing  the  three  dasses,  no  such  change 
should  be  introduced  ? 

I  think  it  should  be  a  great  and  manifest  advantage. 

322.  Afber  it  has  once  been  ertabhshed,  and  be«i  understood  both  by  the 
Court  and  by  the  mercantile  bodies  ? 

Certainfy ;  I  submit  it  to  the  consideration  of  their  Lordships,  as  better  able  to 
form  an  opinion  than  myself. 

323.  Do  you  consider  that  the  prospect  of  obtaining  a  first-class  certificate 
has  a  tendency  to  operate  as  a  reward  to  good  conduct  and  to  a  speedy  declara- 
tion of  bankruptcy  ? 

Certainly  ;  and  it  is  a  great  consolation  to  the  friends  and  family  of  the  insoU 
vent :  I  have  heard  several  bankrupts  who  have  obtained  a  first-dass  certificate 
speak  of  it  as  a  great  satisfaction  to  them. 

324.  Chairman  J]  A  Conmussioner  told  the  Committee,  that  in  the  administra- 
tion of  this  law  he  could  not  imderstand  the  meaning  of  the  words,  and  there- 
fore, being  under  the  necessity  of  doing  something,  he  cut  the  knot  which  he 
could  not  imtie ;  should  you  not  think  some  alteration  in  those  terms  advisable  ? 

I  do  think  that  the  law  ought  to  be  so  explicit  as  to  be  intelligible  to  all  minds ; 
and  the  success  of  all  laws  in  their  practical  operation  must  ever  mainly  depend 
on  the  acceptation  in  which  they  are  held  by  those  who  put  them  in  force. 

325.  If  a  Commissioner  told  you  that,  in  his  opinion,  it  is  difficult  to  say  that 
in  any  case  the  bankruptcy  has  arisen  fi-om  unavoidable  losses  and  misfortunes, 
the  words  which  require  to  be  satisfied  to  obtain  a  fiirst-class  certificate,  would 
not  that  seem  to  require  some  such  modification  as  you  propose  here  ? 

If  four  or  five  CcHnmissioners  were  to  express  such  an  opinion,  a  proposed 
change  of  the  terms  would  be  entitled  to  the  fullest  consideration ;  but  I  would 
not  tie  myself  to  the  opinion  of  any  individual,  or  to  the  judgment  of  any 
individual,  as  to  the  interpretation  of  the  law. 

326.  Lord  OverstofieJ]  Is  there  not  a  great  difference  between  an  alteration 
(196.2.)  e4  in 
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Mr.  John  H<meU.  in  the  form  of  words  to  make  that  which  is  said  to  be  unintelligible  intelligible, 

and  an  alteration  in  the  same  fonn  of  words  to  make  that  which  is  said  to  be 

4th  May  1853*     stringent  less  stringent  ? 

I  entiiely  agree  with  your  Lordship  in  that  remark ;  the  great  object  should 
be  to  make  it  inteUigible. 

327.  If  one  witness  testifies  to  his  opinion  that  the  words  require  alteration 
for  the  purpose  of  making  them  inteUigible,  but  another  witness  testifies  to  his 
opinion  that  they  ought  to  be  altered  to  make  them  more  lenient,  it  does  not 
necessarily  follow  that  those  two  witnesses  are  in  accord  with  each  other  r 

No. 

328.  Chairman^  But  if  you  find  that  the  law,  which  bears  harshly  upon 
debtors,  is  framed  in  such  terms  as  to  lead  a  gentleman  of  experience  and 
learning,  appointed  to  administer  that  particular  law,  into  such  difficulty  that 
he  cannot  make  up  his  mind  what  is  the  construction,  would  not  that  lead  you 
to  beUeve  that,  in  common  sense  affairs,  those  words  require  explanation  ? 

I  must  believe  one  of  two  things,  either  that  the  law  is  in  unintelligible  terms, 
or  that  the  individual  is  incapable  of  fully  and  thoroughly  comprehending 
them. 

329.  Lord  Wrotteslej/^  You  have  given  their  Lordships  your  reason  for 
suggesting  an  alteration  in  the  terms  of  the  schedule  as  to  the  first-class  certi- 
ficate ;  I  think  you  have  given  the  Committee  no  reasons  for  suggesting  altera- 
tions as  to  the  second  and  third  classes  ? 

I  have  not ;  but  you  will  observe  that  the  proposed  terms  for  the  third  class 
more  explicitly  condemns  the  conduct  of  the  bai]Ju*upt. 

330.  Have  you  any  reasons  to  offer  to  the  Committee,  that  you  have  not 
stated,  for  altering  the  terms  of  the  schedule  of  the  Act  in  reference  to  those 
two  classes  ? 

Only  that  it  is  desirable  to  put  the  whole  of  the  three  terms  in  harmony  with 
each  other. 

331.  Lord  Beaumont.']  Does  not  your  wish  to  suggest  a  plan  in  which  more 
first-class  certificates  would  be  granted,  imply  that  you  consider  there  must  be 
some  injustice  done  under  the  present  plan,  in  consequence  of  which,  certainly 
not  so  many  first-class  certificates  are  granted  as  you  think  ought  to  be  ? 

No ;  I  cannot  say  that  my  opinion  amoimts  to  a  sense  of  injustice  having 
been  committed.  I  think  your  Lordships  may  perhaps  extend  the  line  of 
demarcation  with  advantage ;  my  feeling  is  a  feelmg  of  leniency  towards  the 
unfortunate  man,  if  I  can  possibly  be  lenient,  and  to  mark  the  reckless  traders 
in  unmistakable  terms. 

332.  If  by  the  present  system  you  consider  that  no  injustice  is  done,  and  that 
people  are  properly  marked  by  the  different  certificates  they  get,  why  do  you 
wish  to  have  another  system  put  in  the  place  of  it  which  would  alter  it,  as  it 
would  give  persons  who  now  only  obtain  second-class  certificates,  first-class 
certificates  ? 

My  reason  is  this :  I  have  heard  that  there  is  a  great  inconsistency  in  the 
adjudication  of  the  Commissioners ;  and  if  the  law  could  be  put  in  that  state 
that  there  would  be  less  inconsistency,  and  a  more  uniform  practice  throughout 
the  country  in  aU  the  Courts  of  Bankruptcy,  it  would  be  an  improvement  in 
the  state  of  the  law.  I  am  eager  to  see  all  causes  of  objection  removed  which 
impede  the  beneficial  operation  of  the  law,  and  bring  suspicion  on  its  wisdom 
and  value. 

333.  Then,  are  their  Lordships  to  imderstand  that  you  merely  wish  that  there 
should  be  imiformity  of  practice,  but  that  the  principles  on  which  the  certifi- 
cates are  now  granted  should  not  be  altered  ? 

Yes. 

334.  Chairman.']  According  to  your  proposition,  no  third-class  certificate 
would  be  issued,  unless  the  Commissioner  was  of  opinion  that  the  losses  sus- 
tained by  the  creditors  were  to  be  attributed  to  misconduct,  which  he  would  be 
called  upon  to  express  in  his  certificate  ? 

Yes ;  but  I  beg  to  remark  that  that  paper  has  been  very  hastily  written. 

335.  Lord 
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335.  Lord  Beaumont.]  You  look  upon  it  rather  as  an  explanation  of  the  pre-   Mr.  John  Hmcell. 
sent  principles  than  as  an  alteration  ?  — — 

Yes,  if  any  such  change  would  facilitate  uniformity  of  practice  in  the  adminis-     ^*  ^'"^  ''^3' 
tration  of  the  law    I  think  it  would  be  an  improvement.     I  submit  the  paper       ~ 
with  all  possible  deference. 

336.  Lord  Brougham  and  Virtu .]  You  state  that  it  has  been  very  hastily 
drawn  up? 

Yes. 

337.  Has  it  been  well  considered  by  you  ? 

Perhaps  not  so  weU  as  it  would  have  been  if  I  had  had  more  time. 

338.  How  long  is  it  since  you  drew  it  up  ? 

The  rigidity  of  the  terms  used  in  the  existing  law  has  frequently  struck  me ; 
those  terms  were  not  my  terms  originally ;  they  were  the  terms,  I  believe,  of 
Mr.  Miller,  of  the  Court  of  Bankruptcy ;  they  are  his  words,  they  are  not  mine ; 
my  idea  was,  to  have  three  classes  of  certificates,  and  he  put  it  into  shape  in  the 
words  which  are  found  in  the  Act  of  Parliament ;  but  the  terms  which  I  have 
put  upon  the  paper  now  submitted  to  your  Lordships^  were  not  put  into  shape 
by  me  until  yesterday. 

The  Witness  is  directed  to  withdraw. 


MR.  JOHN  HAWKINS  ELLIOTT  is  called  m,  and  examined  as  follows :        Mr.  J.  H.  EUhU. 


339.  Lord  Brougham  and  Vaur.]  IN  what  business  are  you  engaged  ? 
In  the  wholesale  hardware  trade. 

340.  How  long  have  you  been  in  it  ? 
Twenty-five  years,  as  principal. 

341.  In  London? 
Yes. 

342.  Have  you,  in  the  course  of  that  time,  had  many  dealings  both  in  town 
and  in  country  ? 

Yes ;  my  dealings  have  been  extensive,  particularly  in  the  country. 

343.  Have  you  considered  the  effect  of  the  classification  of  certificates  ? 

Yes ;  I  have  paid  great  attention  to  it  from  the  passing  of  the  Act  of  1849, 
and  I  consider  it  one  of  the  most  valuable  alterations  or  additions  to  our  Law  of 
Bankruptcy ;  I  consider  it  so  valuable,  that  I  would  rather  surrender  all  the  other 
great  advantages  of  the  whole  of  the  Consolidation  Act  than  I  would  surrender 
tiie  classification  of  certificates  and  the  penal  clauses ;  my  own  observation  has 
been,  that  it  has  had  a  most  salutary  and  a  most  wholesome  effect  on  the 
conduct  of  traders  ;  I  have  spoken  to  no  one  person  who  has  not  expressed  the 
strongest  admiration  of  it ;  it  so  beautifully  draws  the  line  between  the  rare 
instance  of  bankruptcy  which  occurs  from  pure  misfortune  and  those  other  and 
more  numerous  cases  which  are  mixed  up  with  more  or  less  misconduct ;  I  can 
hardly  imagine  any  greater  injustice  than  to  send  two  men  back  into  the  world 
of  commerce,  the  one  who  has  become  a  bankrupt  purely  from  misfortune,  and 
the  other  who  has  been  guilty  of  extravagance  in  his  domestic  life,  who  has  kept 
bad  books,  or  engaged  in  wild  speculations,  but  with  no  distinguishing  mark 
from  the  lips  of  the  Judge  who  has  given  him  his  certificate  of  conformity :  I 
differ  from  my  friend,  Mr.  Howell,  as  to  the  rigidity  of  the  expression  used  in 
the  form  of  certificate ;  I  think  the  clear,  fixed  terms  which  are  laid  down  in  the 
Act  extremely  important ;  the  more  clear  and  definite  the  terms  of  the  Act,  the 
less  is  left  for  the  discretion  of  the  Judge  ;  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  it  would 
not  be  desirable  to  alter  at  aU  the  terms  of  the  certificate  ;  I  think  that  cases  of 
pure  misfortune  should,  as  far  as  possible,  be  completely  cut  off  from  all  other 
cases.  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  present  administration  of  the  Bankruptcy  Act, 
particularly  with  regard  to  what  belongs  to  the  punishment  of  the  bankrupt 
and  to  the  censure  of  the  Judge  (because  I  apprehend  that  a  certificate  of  the 
second  or  third  class  is  looked  at  in  the  light  of  censure),  has  had  a  great  effect 
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Mr.  J.  H.  BUim.  in  moukling  and  fiashicming  men's  conduct.     I  hold  the  law  to  be  die  great 
'^ —  educator  of  the  people  :   the  more  clearly  the  law  says  what  the  people  shall  do, 

4|tk  M»y  1853.  j^^  ^^  more  clearly  it  says  if  they  do  not  do  so  and  so,  certain  censure, 
certain  dishonour,  and  certain  punishment,  shall  follow,  it  more  powerfully 
influences  and  constrains  their  conduct  than  any  other  authority  that  you  caa 
bring  to  bear  upon  mankind :  it  is  quite  withm  my  own  experience  and  ob- 
servation, that  great  improvement  has  taken  place  in  the  conduct  of  traders  since 
the  law  has  become  more  stringent. 

344,  You  have  stated  that  you  would  give  up  all  the  other  benefits  derived 
from  the  Consolidation  Act  of  1849,  rather  than  give  up  the  classification  of 
certificates  and  the  penal  clauses  ? 

Yes,  I  would. 

346.  Put  the  penal  clauses  on  one  side,  and  merely  apply  your  mind  to  the 
classification  of  certificates ;  independently  of  the  penal  clauses,  do  you  consider 
the  introduction  into  that  Act  of  this  classification  of  certificates  as  having  pro- 
duced great  practical  benefit  ? 

Very  great  indeed. 

346.  Though  there  had  been  no  alteration  in  respect  to  tiie  penal  clauses, 
should  you  still  consider  that  the  classification  was  a  great  benefit  ? 

Very  great ;  and  of  that  we  can  have  no  better  proof  than  the  great  anxiety 
of  bankrupts  to  obtain  a  first-class  certificate,  or  a  second  in  preference  to  a 
third ;  also,  in  then*  not  infrequent  appeals  to  the  Lords  Justices  for  the  reversal 
of  the  Commissioner's  judgment.  If  a  Commissioner  give  a  bankrupt  a  third- 
class  certificate,  the  bankrupt  will  often  appeal  to  the  Lords  Justices,  and  try 
to  get  the  moral  censure  upon  his  conduct  removed.  There  is  a  very  great 
anxiety  to  obtain  a  first-class  certificate  of  conduct,  and  great  uneasine^  is  felt 
if  not  obtained. 

347.  Chairman.']  Does  not  it  occur  to  you  that  that  is  a  necessary  consequence 
of  the  classes  existing ;  it  does  not  prove  that  it  is  proper  to  have  the  classes  ; 
there  is  no  doubt  that,  the  classes  existing,  a  man  will  be  anxious  to  obtain  a 
first  or  second-class  certificate,  rather  than  a  third  ? 

It  proves  that  it  is  a  thing  influencing  his  mind,  and  that  he  considers  it 
influences  the  judgment  of  the  world. 

348.  No  doubt,  when  the  classes  are  established,  such  would  be  the  effect  ? 

I  think  it  is  very  desirable  that  you  should  have  a  classification  which  makes 
men  uneasy  if  they  do  not  get  the  most  honourable  mark. 

349.  Lord  Brougham  and  Vatuv.]  Now,  from  what  you  have  known  of  traders, 
from  your  own  experience  oi  them  as  your  debtors,  do  you  consider  that  the 
tendency  of  the  measure  introduced  in  1849  waa  too  favourable  to  the  creditor  r 

Not  more  favourable  to  the  creditor  than  to  the  debtor ;  it  has  been  favour- 
aUe  to  the  creditor,  in  so  far  as  it  has  taught  the  debtor  that  he  must  pursue 
a  more  correct  course  of  buedness ;  and  it  has  been  equally  beneficial  to  the 
debtor,  because  by  it  he  is  taught  to  pursue  a  proper  course  of  business,  whick 
it  is  to  his  interest  and  to  his  comfort  and  security  to  pursue,  just  as  mudh  as 
it  is  that  of  his  creditor. 

360.  Did  you  expect  this  to  happen  at  the  time  the  Act  passed  ? 

I  hoped  very  much  from  it,  and  all  my  expectations  have  been  realized. 

351.  Has  the  experience  which  you  yourself  have  had  in  your  business  Mnoe 
that  time  ccHafirmed  or  disappointed  those  expectations  ? 

It  has  confirmed  my  expectations. 

352.  Is  your  opinion  now,  in  favoiu*  of  classification,  more  or  less  strong  than 
it  was  before  ? 

Very  much  more,  indeed,  in  favour  of  it,  in  consequence  of  my  experience 
during  the  few  years  that  the  Act  has  been  in  operation. 

363,  Do  you  speak  from  your  own  experience  in  your  own  business,  or  from 
your  observation  upon  business  generally  ? 

I  speak  from  my  observation  of  bu^ness  generally,  and  ot  t&e  effects  which 
have  been  produced  upon  all  people,  of  course  inckuting  my  own  correspondents^ 
by  the  hetCdr  teaching  of  the  law. 

364.  Then 
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364.  Thin  dom  jow  omi  exfierieiioe  in  jow  iMisiMMs  omAtm  your  fimuer    Mr.  j.  H,  BHoh 
Quite  80.  4ehM>yi^. 

355.  Oftainnafi.]  Have  you  had  many  dealings  with  persons,  or  have  you  any 
dealings  with  persons  who,  having  hecome  bankrupts,  have  only  obtained  a 
seoond  or  third-class  certificate  ? 

I  have  had  very  few  with  persons  who  have  become  bankrupts  shice  the 
operation  of  the  Act :  its  effect  upon  th^n  has  been  deddedly  to  produce  a 
better  state  of  mind,  and  a  better  state  of  judgment  altogettier ;  therefore  they 
have  not  become  bankrupt. 

356.  Do  you  refer  that  to  the  class  certificates,  or  to  the  general  proe^ierity  of 
the  country,  and  a  better  tone  of  dealing,  independently  of  &e  certificates  ? 

A  better  tone  of  dealing,  produced  mainly  by  a  better  state  (^  t)^  law. 

35/,  Are  the  Committee  to  understand  that  you  attribute  that  tone  of  dealing 
to  the  class  certa&cates  r 
Very  much  so  indeed. 

358.  How  do  you  arrive  at  that  conclusion  ? 

From  my  observations  of  the  proceedings  before  the  Commissioners  of  Bank- 
ruptcy, and  from  my  constant  intercourse  with  the  world  with  regard  to  the 
amount  of  insolvency  which  th^e  exists,  and  with  r^ard  to  the  amount  of 
dividends  which  are  paid  by  insolvents.  I  find  that  almost  all  persons  now  con- 
sider that  they  make  fewer  bad  debts  thaat  they  did  formerly  :  that  is  my  own 
case.  Most  persons  consider  that  they  get  hu^er  dividends  than  they  did,  and 
that  the  cases  are  now  more  early  in  their  career  brought  up,  and  therefore 
there  is  less  loss. 

359.  Do  not  you  think,  independently  of  any  Act,  or  of  any  alteration  of  the 
law  in  1 849,  that  the  prosperity  of  the  country,  and  the  facility  of  obtaining 
money,  and  the  general  tone  of  dealing,  from  the  improved  state  of  social  con- 
duct, must  have  had  great  influence  upon  what  you  are  now  referring  to,  inde- 
pendently of  any  class  certificate  ? 

The  prosperity  of  the  country  is  an  extremely  complex  question  ;  that  is  pro- 
duced by  a  very  great  variety  of  causes ;  and  I  apprehend  one  of  the  causes  to 
be  the  better  adimnistration  of  the  law,  of  course  including  this  question  of  cer- 
tificates, which  has  made  people  conduct  themselves  better.  I  think  that  there 
is  more  enduring  steady  prosperity  now  than  there  ever  was  before :  I  think 
that  there  is  less  wild  speculation,  and  less  bad  trade  going  on ;  and  though 
there  is  a  great  extension  of  business  now,  there  is  much  less  incautious  business 
than  has  happened  within  my  own  experience  under  the  same  exciting  circum- 
stances. 

360.  Have  you  not  found,  as  a  merchant  and  trader,  that  this  disposition 
which  occm's  for  speculation  is  almost  periodical  ? 

It  has  been  so ;  but  I  apprehend  that  such  exacerbations  of  commerce  wiU 
be  more  or  less  severe  in  proportion  as  people's  conduct  is  constrained  by 
the  contemplation  of  the  law,  and  its  sanctions.  1  beUeve  that  the  better  tone 
of  society  to  which  your  Lordship  has  just  now  referred,  is  very  much  indeed 
attributable  to  the  better  education  of  the  people,  produced  by  the  better  state 
of  the  law. 

361.  We  do  not  doubt  that  the  law  is  right ;  we  are  considering  whether  it  is 
right  to  superadd  to  the  certificate  this  enumeriation  of  classes  ? 

1  am  very  much  of  opinion  that  the  classification  of  certificates  is  one  of  the 
influences  which  has  produced  a  better  state  of  things. 

362.  Lord  Overs  lone.]  It  is  clearly  your  opinion,  is  it  not,  that  the  system  of 
classified  certificates  exercises  a  useful  moral  influence  over  the  trader  r 

Very  much  so  indeed. 

363.  And  that  the  useful  moral  influence  so  exercised  over  the  trader,  tends 
to  afford  a  proper  protection  to  the  creditor  ? 

Very  much  so. 

364.  Does  not  the  sense  of  protection  to  the  creditor  induce  the  creditor  to 
give  credit  with  more  readiness,  and  with  more  confidence? 

( 1 96. 2.)  F  2  Undoubtedly ; 
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A/r.  */.  H.  EUiati.       Undoubtedly ;  whatever  gives  security  to  commercial  property  inv<ested  in  the 
4th  ^J      8         shape  of  debt,  most  usefully  tends  to  facilitate  the  investment  of  property  in 
^^  *  ^^'     that  shape. 

365.  Is  not  the  ready  facility  of  obtaining  credit  a  matter  of  considerable 
importance  and  benefit  to  a  reasonable  and  prudent  trader  ? 

Yes ;  I  apprehend  the  facility  of  obtaining  credit  to  be  one  of  the  marks  of 
civilization.  The  more  easily  credit  can  be  obtained  all  through  society,  the 
more  civilized,  I  apprehend,  the  people  are. 

366.  Then  does  it  not  follow  that  the  system  of  classified  certificates  really 
acts  beneficially  to  the  interest  of  the  prudent  trader  ? 

It  acts  very  much  to  the  interest  of  the  prudent  trader,  and  it  acts  as  a  warn- 
ing and  constraining  influence  to  him  who  would  be  inclined  otherwise  to  be 
imprudent :  it  acts  Uke  the  lighthouse  and  the  buoy  to  the  mariner,  constrain- 
ing him  in  the  course  he  should  go. 

367.  You  think  that  the  system  of  classified  certificates  affords  a  protection 
to  the  creditor,  that  it  tends  to  promote  the  real  interests  of  the  prudent  trader, 
and  that  it  exercises  a  salutary  restraining  influence  over  parties  who  would 
otherwise  have  a  tendency  to  ill-doing  ? 

Quite  so. 

368.  Lord  Brougham  and  VauxJ]  Should  you  consider  an  alteration  of  the 
law  in  this  respect  as  dangerous  ? 

I  should  think  it  extremely  dangerous,  in  the  absence  of  any  evidence  for  such 
a  change,  which  I  have  looked  for  carefully.  I  see  myself  no  evidence  in  the 
ftdministration  of  the  law  which  inclines  me  to  think  that  any  alteration  is 
required.  I  think  that  the  Commissioners  are  by  no  means  chargeable  with  any 
severe  intepretation  of  the  law  towards  the  bankrupt.  I  think  the  administra- 
tion of  the  law  has  been,  upon  the  whole,  in  the  hands  of  Commissioners  kind 
and  favourable  to  the  bankrupt ;  they  by  no  means  interpret  the  law  harshly ; 
and  I  think  any  relaxation  of  the  sanctions  of  the  law  would  act  very  unfavourably 
upon  the  administration  of  the  bankruptcy.  It  is  necessary  that  Judges,  and 
aQ  persons  who  are  required  to  inflict  pain  upon  others,  whether  it  be  censure 
or  other  punishment,  should  be  obhged  to  do  it  in  the  strict  course  of  their 
duty,  which  the  law  should  enforce  upon  them ;  if  not,  it  is  so  painful  a  thing, 
that  in  all  probability  the  Commissioners,  as  well  as  aU  other  Judges,  would  be 
apt  to  take  too  favourable  a  \'iew  of  the  position  of  the  offender,  and  sacrifice 
the  interests  of  society  at  large.  I  think  that  as  little  as  possible  should  be  left 
to  the  discretion  of  the  Commissioners,  and  that  the  law  should  define,  as 
strictly  as  possible,  what  their  duty  is,  and  what  sentence  or  what  censure  they 
must  pronounce  upon  the  bankrupt's  misconduct. 

369.  Should  you  regard  with  alarm  a  recurrence  to  the  old  system,  supposing 
the  aboUtion  of  the  system  of  classification  of  certificates  ? 

Yes ;  I  think  that  in  the  present  active  state  of  mercantile  affairs,  witli  the 
abundance  of  money  that  there  is  about,  and  with  the  disposition,  of  course,  to 
make  some  small  interest  of  that  money,  any  relaxation  would  tend  very  much 
to  bring  about  such  commercial  crises  as  we  have  had.  I  think,  on  the  other 
hand,  that  the  stringency  of  the  regulations  tends  to  prevent  commercial  crises, 
and  would,  if  they  happened,  diminish  their  severity. 

370.  The  question  does  not  refer  generally  to  all  the  changes  that  took  place  in 
1849,  making  the  law  more  stringent,  but  to  that  particular  part  of  those 
changes  which  refers  to  the  classification  of  certificates ;  should  you  consider 
that  an  alteration  of  the  law  in  that  respect,  and  a  recurrence  to  the  old  prac- 
tice of  giving  one  certificate  only,  would  be  attended  with  mischief? 

It  would  be  followed  by  very  great  mischief  indeed. 

371.  C/i airman.']  Should  you  be  favourable  to  the  revival  of  arrest  upon 
mesne  process  ? 

Yes ;  but  with  the  means  of  bringing  a  bankrupt  readily  into  Court,  and, 
with  what  1  hope  we  shall  soon  have,  a  very  much  reduced  expenditure; 
arrest  upon  mesne  process  is  not  so  necessary.  Perhaps  I  may  observe,  that  I 
think  there  is  no  alteration  in  the  Bankrupt  Laws  that  can  now  be  of  much 
avail  unless  we  most  materially  diminish  the  expense.     The  best  law  that  can  be 
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devised  is  of  little  value  if  the  expense  is  prohibitory  :  in  by  far  the  majority  of   Jf  ^*  ^'  ^-  i'fi*^* 

cases  the  expense  of  the  working  of  the  Bankrupt  Act  is  so  enormous,  that  per-     ^  j^  \rT~8  q 

sons  will  submit  to  much  injustice,  rather  than  have  the  case  brought  into  the     ^  JL1'_A_* 

Bankruptcy  Court.     I  have  before  me  a  table  of  90  cases  in  bankruptcy,  in  which 

the  total  assets  collected  were  only  36,000  h  ;  but  of  those  assets,  only  10,000  Z. 

found  their  way  into  the  pockets  of  the  creditors ;  the  whole  of  the  difference 

was  absorbed  in  various  expenses,  including  10,000  /.,  or  nearly  so,  paid  to  the 

soUcitors ;  therefore,  the  soUcitors,  out  of  the  10,000  /.,  received  as  much  as  the 

creditors.    The  great  point  to  direct  attention  to  now  is,  the  diminution  of  the 

expense  of  bankruptcy. 

372.  Lord  Brougham  and  Vaux."]  Are  you  of  opinion  that  the  diminution  in 
the  number  of  bankrupts  has  been  ovring  to  the  operation  of  the  classification  of 
certificates  ? 

The  classification  of  certificates  has  had  this  eflfect,  because  it  renders  men 
liable  to  be  sent  back  into  the  world  with  a  mark  of  dishonour  which  would  l)e 
injurious  to  them  in  their  future  attempts  at  trading. 

373.  That  applies  to  a  bankrupt  making  himself  a  bankrupt ;  but  must  not  the 
creditor,  as  well  as  the  debtor,  agree,  in  order  to  keep  him  out  of  his  debt  ? 

It  will  also  apply  to  the  trader  making  himself  a  bankrupt,  provided  the  trader 
knows  that  his  conduct  is  such  as  will  bring  him  under  the  ban  of  the  Court. 

374.  Whether  the  trader  is  of  opinion  or  not,  might  not  the  creditor  make  him 
a  bankrupt  in  spite  of  himself? 

The  creditor  may  make  him  now  petition  the  Court. 

375.  Your  remark  appUes  to  traders  making  themselves  bankrupts  ? 
Yes. 

376.  Lord  Opcr^fowe.]  You  consider  that  a  classified  system  of  certificates  tends 
to  establish  a  salutary  fear  upon  the  part  of  the  trader,  to  prevent  him  pursuing 
such  courses  as  may  involve  him  in  bankruptcy,  and  by  that  operation  diminish 
the  number  of  bankrupts  ? 

Yes ;  that  is  among  the  causes  which  prevent  them  going  to  the  Court,  or 
induce  them  to  pursue  such  a  course  of  conduct  as  to  avoid  that. 

377.  Lord  Brougham  and  Vaux^  There  may  be  an  appeal  from  the  Commis- 
sioners to  a  Court  upon  the  subject  of  the  class  of  the  certificate ;  you  have 
stated  that  the  anxiety  of  the  traders  in  bankruptcy  matters  is  seen  by  the 
appeals  which  are  made  from  the  decisions  of  tKe  Commissioners  refusing  a  first- 
class  certificate  ;  do  you  consider  that  the  proper  tribunal  to  try  that  question  is 
the  Commissioner,  who  has  seen  the  whole  matter,  and  examined  into  the 
whole,  and  seen  the  bankrupt  under  his  examination,  or  a  Judge  who  has  not 
seen  it? 

I  think  the  proper  Court  to  try  that  appeal  is  some  such  Court  as  the  old 
Sub-division  Court ;  certainly  I  think  the  most  improper  place  to  api>eal  to  iH  to 
the  Court  of  the  Lords  Justices. 

378.  According  to  the  best  of  your  judgment,  is  the  apprehension  which  you 
have  expressed  of  any  change  in  the  law  aboUshing  the  classification  of  certi- 
ficates shared  by  others  as  well  as  yourself? 

I  beUeve  it  is  shared  very  generally  by  the  mercantile  classes,  and  that  they 
extremely  cherish  the  present  provision  of  the  law,  and  they  would  be  extremely 
distressed  to  find  it  altered.  1  have  never  found  any  person  who  has  given  an 
opinion  contrary  to  an  approval  of  the  classification  of  certificates,  and  I  have 
spoken  to  a  great  many. 

379.  Lord  Overstone.^  You  consider  that  that  is  the  prevalent  opinion  among 
the  credit-giving  class  ? 

Yes. 

The  Witness  is  directed  to  withdraw. 

MR.  THOMAS  LOWREY  is  called  in,  and  examined  as  follows  : 

380.  Lord  Brougham  and  Vaux.'\  YOU  are  a  wholesale  warehouseman,  are     Mr.  T.  Loweg. 
you  not  ?  

r  Yes. 

(196.2.)  f3  381.  How 
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Mr.  T.  Lf/mey.        881.  How  long  have  you  been  in  busineBS  ? 

The  house  of  Rogers,  Lowrey,  Holylaod  &  CkimpaAy  has  been  in  bguaness  far 

4tli  May  1853.     ^^  \i^  (njf  oentury ;  I  myself  have  been  a  partner  for  tiie  kist  20  yeanu 

^  382.  It  is  one  of  the  old  established  houses  r 

Yes. 

383.  Are  its  deatings  very  extensive  in  its  lijie  ? 
Very  general  and  extensive. 

384.  Are  there  many  debtors  ? 

A  great  many ;  between  5,000  and  6,000, 1  suppose  ;  regular  open  accounts  on 
the  books. 

385.  Parties  in  town  and  country  also  ? 

Yes ;  everywhere  in  England,  Scotland,  Ireland  and  Wales. 

386.  Have  you  considered  the  subji  ct  of  the  classification  of  certificates  ? 

It  has  forced  itself  upon  my  attention  bj^  the  great  effect  which  I  have  seen 
produced  since  it  has  been  in  operation.  1  he  change  is  so  manifest,  that  I  have 
never  found  any  person  who  has  not  been  struck  with  the  great  improvement 
that  is  taking  place  in  the  trading  classes  in  their  moral  tone ;  I  do  not  mean 
to  say  that  t^e  classification  of  the  certificate  has  produced  all  the  change ; 
I  believe  the  examination  of  parties  to  suits  has  had  a  great  share  in  it,  by 
bringing  out  facts,  enabling  the  Court  of  Bankruptcy,  as  well  as  other  Courts,  to 
get  perfectly  acquainted  with  the  state  of  the  case  ;  most  certain  it  is,  that  the 
classification  of  certificates  is  now  looked  to  (in  my  experience)  by  persons  who 
come  before  their  creditors  to  ask  for  a  compromise  in  their  a£Eairs ;  that 
classification  is  looked  to  by  them,  and  that  shows  how  wholesome  and  benefieial 
it  is  to  them.  By  the  debtor  class  it  is  looked  forward  to,  and  they  seek  with 
earnestness  to  get  a  good  standing,  and  they  give  evidence  of  that  by  their 
conduct ;  and  so  far  as  my  observation  goes,  by  the  examination  which  takes 
place  of  parties  to  suits,  we  have  less  trouble  than  we  had  formerly  with  creditors 
of  a  bad  class — I  mean  persons  who  had  debts  of  a  kind  which  we  always 
doubted  whether  they  were  real,  or  whether  fabricated,  arranged  in  such  a  way 
as  to  answer  the  purpose  of  the  debtor  in  getting  him  through  his  difiiculties. 

38/.  By  the  examination  of  the  parties  to  a  suit,  you  mean  independently  of 
the  Bankruptcy  Law  ? 

Yes ;  I  mean  that  that  has  produced  its  effect  upon  the  mind  of  the  public  at 
large  ;  we  have  much  less  commercial  litigation. 

388.  Chairman.]  What  do  you  mean  by  parties  to  a  suit  ? 

The  examination  of  the  parties  themselves  in  cases  of  litigation ;  this  has  pro- 
duced an  effect  upon  the  general  tone  of  persons  taking  credit,  so  that  when 
they  come  into  the  Bankruptcy  Court,  the  classification  of  certificates  applies, 
after  almost  everything  is  made  known.  I  consider  the  classification  of  certi- 
ficates is  an  accompaniment  to  the  examination  of  parties  to  suits,  and  acccnn- 
plishes  what  that  leaves  undone  ;  it  leaves  the  trader  free  to  act,  but  brings  his 
conduct  under  review  after  his  actions  have  been  performed.  Looking  at  the 
subject  altogether,  I  must  say  that  every  person  that  I  have  heard  speak  of  it 
in  the  city,  has  done  so  with  approval ;  and  I  am  not  like  Mr.  Howell  (for  this 
classification  of  certificates  is  not  a  child  of  mine),  I  think  that  Messrs.  Costers 
have  abstained  from  signing  the  Petition  solely  on  grounds  of  consideration  for 
Lord  St.  Leonards,  and  I  think  there  are  a  great  many  persons  in  the  city  who 
have  signed  the  Petition,  like  myself,  who,  with  me,  would  equally  attach  to  his 
opinions  immense  weight  on  most  subjects  ;  but  I  must  say  I  have  never  heard 
any  other  view  of  this  subject  than  what  I  have  expressed,  and  we  were  much 
astonished  to  think  who  the  parties  could  be  that  had  applied  for  such  a  change 
in  the  law.  We  think  it  gives  to  every  debtor  an  opportunity  of  showing  him- 
self to  be  what  he  is.  If  he  is  an  honest  man,  he  comes  before  an  unprejudiced 
tribunal,  not  a  harsh  creditor,  but  before  a  Judge  in  Bankruptcy,  a  gentleman 
of  acquirements,  intelligence  and  standing,  who  hears  calmly  and  deliberately 
the  state  of  the  case,  and  delivers  him  out  of  the  Court  of  Bankruptcy,  in  which 
he  is  placed,  and  hands  him  over  to  the  public.  The  public  have  sustained  a  loss 
by  him,  and  have  a  right  to  be  informed  with  what  character  he  comes  out  of 
that  judicial  examination.  That  being  so,  after  he  has  gone  through  the  Bank- 
ruptcy 
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rupftcy  Court,  and  has  got  a  first,  second  or  tbird-ekts  certificate,  he  has  to     Air.  T.  Lmr^. 

wek  for  a  situation  (fHrobaUy  the  bulk  of  them  hare),  and  in  the  first  case,  

where  he  has  a  firstdass  certificate,  you  employ  him  without  further  inqmry  ;     4^^  May  1853- 

but  if  a  second-class  certificate,  you  have  to  go  to  the  assignees,  or  some  creditor, 

to  inquire  how  it  was  that  his  certificate  was  of  that  class  ;  and  if  it  be  a  third- 

dass  certificate,  the  inquiry  is  still  more  rigid  before  you  take  him  into  your 

employ  as  a  senrant.     I  therefore  consider  that  the  classification  of  certificates 

is  a  great  adrantage  to  persons  of  int^rity  who  want  situations  and  empk)y- 

ment,  as  evidence  of  their  having  gone  through  the  Bankruptcy  Court  credit- 

abty  :  that  is  my  experience  of  many  cases,  and  of  course  we  come  in  contact 

with  a  great  many  persons  who  feel  the  want  of  situations  after  they  have 

Med. 

389.  Lord  Brougham  and  Vaux.'\  Is  it  a  help  to  you  as  to  the  question  whether 
you  shall  or  not  give  credit  to  those  persons  after  they  have  failed  ? 

Very  great. 

390.  Had  you  before  this  any  means  of  ascertaining  that,  except  by  making 
endless  inquiries,  firom  which  you  might  obtain  very  imperfect  or  false  infor- 
mation? 

None ;  and  the  information  so  obtained  we  were  never  certain  about,  as  the 
judgment  of  creditors'  trade  assignees  and  others  would  frequently  be  very 
much  biassed ;  their  interests  would  bias  them :  we  now  think  we  have  the 
judgment  of  a  person  placed  above  all  interest  in  the  matter. 

391.  Who  has  seen  the  whole  matter  before  him,  including  the  examination 
of  the  bankrupt  himself? 

Precisely. 

392.  And  who  upon  the  whole  matter  gives  his  judicial  opinion  ? 

Yes  ;  and  I  have  never  seen  any  reason  to  doubt  that  these  judgments  have 
been  in  a  general  way  exceedingly  good  ;  I  have  not  heard  them  complained  of 
in  any  way  at  any  time  :  there  may  be  cases  that  I  have  not  heard  of ;  but 
none  have  come  before  me  in  which  any  complaints  have  been  made. 

393.  Should  you  consider  the  abolition  of  the  classification  as  a  detriment  to 
trade? 

I  should  consider  it  a  great  evil  to  an  honest  unfortimate  man. 

394.  Should  you  conaider  it  9Xi  evil  to  the  creditors  of  the  man  ? 

Yes ;  but  a  special  evil  to  the  man  who  has  a  sincere  desire  to  prove  himself 
honest,  and  to  pursue  life  afterwards  by  the  force  of  his  character. 

395.  Is  the  opinion  which  you  have  now  given  shared  in  by  others  in  trade 
with  whom  you  have  consulted  r 

By  every  person  whose  opinions  I  have  heard  expressed ;  it  has  been  a  matter 
of  common  observation ;  and  I  know  of  nothing  that  ever  struck  us  with  more 
astonishment  than  where  the  desire  to  alter  it  could  have  come  from.  I  speak 
of  my  own  class,  which  extends  to  the  manufacturing  districts  generally,  as  well 
as  London,  and  to  a  very  large  number  of  persons  we  trade  with. 

396.  Have  you  had  any  communication  from  the  country  to  indicate  what 
the  opinion  in  the  trading  towns  is  ? 

I  have  not,  since  this  alteration  was  mooted ;  but,  in  conversations  before, 
I  have  heard  the  law  spoken  of  as  a  most  excellent  expedient  for  improving  the 
dass  of  persons  in  an  unfortunate  position,  and  giving  them  an  opportunity  of 
clearing  themselves  to  advantage,  and  going  before  the  public  again  with  a  judi- 
cial character  attached  to  them. 

397.  Lord  Overstone,']  The  class-certificate  system  is  favourable  to  the  insol- 
vent precisely  in  proportion  as  his  conduct  has  been  correct  ? 

Yes. 

398.  And  severe  precisely  in  proportion  as  his  conduct  has  been  incorrect  ? 
Precisely. 

399.  Consequently  the  abolition  of  that  system  would  be  to  place  both  those 
classes  in  the  same  position,  injuring  the  trader  whose  conduct  had  been  correct, 
and  benefiting  the  trader  whose  conduct  had  been  infcorrect  ? 

(196.2.)  p4  Precisely 
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Mr.  T.  Lowretf.  Precisely  that ;  I  have  seen  the  effect  m  the  case  of  persons  who  have  failed^ 
4tli  Mav~i853.  flaking  applications  for  situations  (after  they  have  failed^  they  generally  want 
'  '  employment),  and  I  have  seen  persons  come  up,  and  say,  "  I  have  got  a  second 
or  a  third-class  certificate ;"  and  when  you  inquire  into  the  conduct  of  these 
men,  you  constantly  find  that  there  is  something  ahout  them  that  is  not  right ; 
that  their  character,  in  point  of  fact,  is  deficient  in  some  respect.  Very  few 
with  first-class  certificates  apply ;  but  a  man  coming  before  you  with  one,  you 
naturally  look  at  him  as  having  a  judicial  stamp  upon  him ;  and  such  men 
almost  invariably  succeed  in  obtaining  situations  of  trust.  I  have  seen  cases  of 
that  certificate  being  a  most  accurate  stamp  upon  the  characters  of  men ;  and 
I  know  of  cases  in  which  several  persons  who  bear  those  separate  stamps  upoi^ 
them  are  acting  most  creditably  at  this  moment. 

The  Witness  is  directed  to  withdraw. 


Ordered,  That  this  Committee  be  adjourned  till  Friday  next. 

Twelve  o'clock. 
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Die  Veneris,  6^  Mali  1853, 


LORDS    PRESENT; 

Earl  ofHARROWBY.  |  Lord  Wrottesley. 

Lord  Beaumont.  |  Lord  Ovbrstonb. 

Lord  Brougham  AND  Vaux.  i  Lord  St.  Leonards. 

The  LORD  ST.  LEONARDS  in  the  Chah-. 


The  folloi¥Uig  Extract  from  a  Letter  from  Mr.  John  Gassiot  is  read ;  Eridcnce  on  the 

Bankruptcy  Bill. 
My  Lord,  77,  Mark-lane,  4  May  1853.  — 

In  my  evidence  before  the  Committee  this  day,  I  stated,  in  the  case  of  Hannam  the      "*  ^V  ^^53- 

adjodication  had  not  taken  place.  

On  my  return  to  the  city,  I  find  this  is  an  error :  the  adjudication  has  taken  place 
Mr.  Goolbum  being  the  Commissioner. 

The  bankrupt  is  to  have  a  third-class  certificate  at  the  end  of  18  months  from  date  of 
bankruptcy,  without  protection  for  three  months. 

JOSHUA  EVANS,  Esquire,  is  called  in,  and  examined  as  follows :  JoAua  Evansj  Esq. 

400.  Lord  Brougham  and  Vaux.']  HOW  long  have  you  been  a  Commissioner 
of  Bankruptcy  ? 

Since  1832. 

401.  Since  the  beguining  of  1832  r 
Yes. 

402.  In  the  course  of  the  last  three  or  four  years,  since  the  Consolidation  Act 
of  1849,  have  you  had  occasion  to  observe  the  working  of  the  classification  of 
certificates  ? 

Yes. 

403.  Is  your  opinion  in  favour  of  the  change  then  introduced,  or  otherwise  ? 
My  opinion  is  decidedly  against  it. 

404.  Will  you  state  the  grounds  of  that  opinion  ? 

I  consider  that  the  punishment  of  the  thu*d-class  certificate  is  severe  indeed : 
if  a  man  gets  a  certificate  of  the  third  dass,  as  long  as  he  lives,  if  a  man 
of  any  feeling,  he  must  feel  sore  and  annoyed;  and  I  can  scarcely  conceive  of 
any  case  deserving  a  third-class  certificate,  and  I  have  given,  I  beUeve,  none. 

405.  Do  you  mean  any  case  which  deserves  a  certificate  ? 

So  severe  a  punishment  is  the  third-class  certificate,  that  it  is  a  stigma  upon  a 
man  for  his  life. 

406.  It  is  not  so  great  a  stigma  as  being  refused  a  certificate  altogether  ? 
No. 

407.  Is  your  meaning  that  you  cannot  conceive  of  a  case  where  a  man  ought 
not  to  be  refused  a  certificate,  and  yet  ought  to  have  only  a  third  class  ? 

Scarcely :  I  do  not  think  that  I  have  given  one  third-class  certificate ;  my  ex- 
perience shows  me  that  men  do  foolish  things,  and  wicked  things  once,  and 
very  often  there  are  great  excuses  for  it,  and  it  is  right  that  they  should  be 
punished  to  a  certain  degree ;  but  I  think  it  very  wrong  that  there  should  be 
such  a  stigma  fixed  upon  them  for  life  as  a  third-class  certificate. 

(196.  S.)  G  408.  You 
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Joshua  Evans,  Esq.       408.  You  do  not  consider  the  third-class  certificate  to  be  merely  a  withhold^ 

ing  the  reward  of  the  first-class,  or  of  the  comparative  reward  of  the  second- 

lb  May  1853.     ^j^g  certificate,  but  as  a  positive  punishment  inflicted  ? 

Exactly ;  I  consider  it  like  the  brand  of  a  felon ;  and  whenever  a  certificate  is 
talked  of,  the  man  feels  if  it  is  produced,  what  does  it  show  me  ?  that  I  have 
only  got  a  third-class  certificate,  and  that  I  am  a  degraded  man ;  and  that  very 
often  it  may  be  refused  for  acts  that  may  be  apologised  for,  though,  in  point  of 
law,  you  cannot  give  a  higher  certificate. 

409.  Then  do  you  mean  that  the  third-class  certificate,  being  given  upon 
diflferent  kinds  of  grounds,  some  more  and  some  less  hurtful  to  the  character  of 
the  party,  it  injures  the  party,  inaamuch  as  no  one  can  tell  that  it  is  not  for  the 
worst  of  those  grounds  ? 

That  is  one  reason :  I  think  it  is  just  like  hanging :  I  do  not  think  that  exces- 
sive punishment  prevents  crime;  I  am  against  severe  pimishment;  I  would 
have  fair  pumshments^-and  have  them  enforced  immediately. 

410.  Would  it  alter  your  opinion  if,  instead  of  the  third-class  certificate  being 
one  and  undivided,  it  was  split  into  two,  and  a  difference  made  between  impru- 
dence and  reckless  speculating  in  trading,  and  extravagance  in  a  man's  private 
expenditiwe  ? 

No ;  that  certainly  would  not  take  away  my  objection ;  I  object  to  all  the 
classifications,  first,  second  and  third ;  I  think  there  are  few  men,  indeed,  that 
deserve  the  first  class ;  it  is  very  difficult  to  imagine,  except  a  man  is  ruined  by 
a  banker's  failing,  a  case  in  which  he  would  be  entitled  to  a  first-class  certificate ; 
I  think  that  adjourning  the  certificate  for  four  or  six  months,  or  any  other 
period  of  time,  would  be  quite  punishment  enough,  without  putting  a  stigma 
on  a  man  for  the  rest  of  his  life  :  the  first  class  may  be  considered  as  a  reward 
for  very  good  conduct ;  but  I  think  it  is  seldom  deserved. 

411.  The  adjournment  being  a  matter  not  appearing  upon  the  face  of  any 
document,  would  that  be  an  intimation  to  parties  in  respect  of  their  dealing 
with  the  bankrupt  after  his  certificate  ? 

No  ;  it  would  give  them  no  knowledge,  certainly,  after  the  certificate  ;  but  it 
is  punishment  sufficient. 

412.  Would  it  be  known  except  by  accident  ? 

I  think  so  much  the  better  if  it  was  not ;  I  think  the  adjourning  the  certi- 
ficate quite  sufficient  to  a  reasonable  time ;  but  there  ought  to  be  no  stigma 
attached  to  the  man  afterwards. 

413.  Chairman.']  You  would  punish  him  for  his  offence,  and  then,  being 
entitled  to  a  certificate,  you  would  let  him  return  with  a  fair  chance  to  his 
pursuits  in  life  ? 

Yes. 

414.  Lord  Brougham  and  Faux.]  Then  you  do  not  consider  it  to  be  any 
advantage  either  to  the  individual,  or  to  the  trading  community — ^the  givers  of 
credit — ^to  have  the  means  of  ascertaining,  afiter  a  man  is  once  discharged,  what 
his  conduct  had  been  in  the  opinion  of  the  Court? 

In  my  opinion  it  would  not.  I  think  that  they  do  not  trust  upon  those  sort  of 
opinions.  As  to  what  a  man  did  or  did  not  do,  I  think  very  few  would  inquire 
about  his  certificate :  indeed  I  am  confident  none  would  do  it. 

415.  Do  you  not  consider  that  when  a  person  was  weighing  in  his  own  mind 
whether  he  should  give  credit  to  an  individual  that  had  been  a  bankrupt,  he 
would  be  very  glad  to  have  the  means  of  ascertaining  what  kind  of  bankruptcy 
it  had  been,  and  what  kind  of  conduct  the  party  had  pursued  previously  to  the 
bankruptcy  ? 

I  think  it  would  have  no  effect  with  them  at  all. 

416.  You  were  once  engaged  in  commerce  yourself,  were  you  not? 
Yes. 

417.  Do  you  speak  now  from  your  recollection  of  your  former  experience,  or 
from  your  general  experience  and  observation  of  mercantile  men  ? 

Ftom  all  together.     I  have  had  a  long  experience. 

418.  Does 
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418.  Does  anyihiBig  strike  you  that  you  would  wish  to  add  upon  the  sulqect?  Joshua  Evans,  Es^ 
No.  6th  May  1853, 

419.  Do  you  consider  that  the  tendency  of  the  classification  of  certificates  has 
heen  to  keep  bankrupts  out  of  Court  ? 

I  do.  The  great  majority,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  so  far  as  I  can  hear,  do  not  care 
what  class  they  get,  so  that  they  get  a  certificate,  that  is,  the  great  masis.  It  is 
the  man  of  feeling,  who  may  have  committed  a  very  gross  error,  but  who  intends 
afterwards  to  take  care  that  he  does  not  repeat  it,  that  suffers :  these  are  the 
men  who  suffer,  and  these  sort  of  men  will  do  anything  rather  than  come  into 
Court,  where  they  may  have  a  third-class  certificate. 

420.  Chairman.}  The  Act  of  Parliament  provkles  for  the  non-granting  of  a 
certificate,  the  suspension  of  it,  the  granting  it  upon  condition,  and  recalling 
it  if  it  has  been  improperly  obtained :  as  I  umierstand  the  Act,  there  is  hardly 
an  offence  that  can  be  committed  that  is  not  already  provided  for,  indepen- 
dently of  the  classes  ? 

That  is  so. 

421.  Does  the  Act  of  Parliament  in  its  provisions  give  you  any  standard  by 
which  you  can  judicially  regulate  your  mind  as  to  the  class  which  you  assign  to 
amanr 

Certainly  not. 

422.  Is  there  no  moral  standard  r 
No. 

423.  No  legal  or  commercial  standard  ? 

No. 

434.  The  Act  says  that  a  man  shall  have  a  first-class  certificate  whose  bank- 
ruptcy is  occa^oned  by  unavoidable  losses  or  misfortunes,  such  as  a  sudden  fire, 
which  he  could  not  foresee,  nor  provide  against  by  insurance,  that  consumed 
all  his  property,  and  other  unavoidable  things,  such  as  the  bankruptcy  of  a 
great  banker,  or  a  great  merchant,  with  whom  he  was  connected,  over  which  he 
had  no  control,  and  in  whom  he  could  properly  place  confidence ;  that  man  would 
be  entitied  to  a  first-class  certificate  ? 

So  far  as  that  went,  he  may  have  done  wrong  things. 

425.  I  am  supposing  his  conduct  such  as  not  to  come  within  any  of  the 
provisions  of  the  Act,  and  therefore  that  he  is  entitled  to  a  certificate  ? 

Yes. 

426.  Then  his  bankruptcy  having  been  wholly  occasioned  by  unavoidable 
keses  or  misfortunes,  he  would  be  entitled  to  a  first^clasB  certificate? 

Yes. 

427.  That  man*s  conduct,  as  a  man,  may  not  have  been  as  pure  and  as  good  as 
that  of  the  man  to  whom  you  are  compelled  to  give  a  third-class  certificate  ? 

There  may  be  cases,  and  I  have  no  doubt  there  are  many  cases,  in  which  men 
who  pay  little  or  no  dividend  will  have  behaved  better  than  those  who  pay  a 
larger  one. 

428.  If  you  take  the  mere  dividend  as  a  criterion ;  the  Act  does  not  allow  you 
to  do  that? 

No. 

429.  Because  a  man  whose  bankruptcy  is  occasioned  by  reckless  conduct  may 
in  the  result  pay  a  large  dividend ;  but  the  man  whose  bankruptcy  is  occasioned 
by  unavoidable  losses  or  misfortimes  may  in  the  end  pay  nothing? 

Yes. 

430.  From  your  own  experience,  do  you  know,  from  the  nature  of  the  human 
mind,  and  looking  at  the  particular  terms  of  the  Act  of  Parliament,  and  the 
nature  of  the  circumstances  to  which  they  must  always  be  referring  in  those 
eases  of  the  classes,  that  different  minds  will  come  to  different  conclusions  upon 
the  same  question  ? 

No  doubt. 

431.  Do  you  know  that  it  would  be  the  natural  and  probable  tendency  of  the 
(196. 3.)  G  2  judicial 
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Joshua  Evans,  Esq.  judicial  mind  in  such  a  case  as  this  to  look  beyond  the  mere  terms  of  the  Act 

of  Parliament  into  the  man's  general  conduct  ? 

6th  May  1853.         Yes,  that  would  be  the  mclination,  I  have  no  doubt. 

432.  The  result  of  your  experience  and  feeling  is  against  the  classification  ? 
Entirely. 

433.  Lord  Brougham  and  Vaux.']  You  have  stated  that  the  classification  has 
a  tendency  to  keep  bankruptcies  out  of  Court ;  is  that  an  opinion  of  your's 
formed  upon  the  diminution  in  the  number  of  bankruptcies  since  1849,  or  upon 
your  general  opinion  of  the  tendency  of  the  classification  ? 

Upon  my  general  opinion.  I  cannot  account  for  the  small  number,  except  that 
the  Court  is  very  stringent ;  and  I  hope,  and  beUeve,  that  the  stringency  of  the 
Court  prevents  people  acting  as  rashly  as  they  used  to  do.  I  think  that  cheap 
law,  and  stringent  Courts  of  Bankruptcy,  will  improve  the  morality  of  society 
more  than  any  thing  else. 

434.  Do  you  mean  the  stringency  of  the  Court,  independently  of  the  classifi- 
cation of  certificates  ? 

Certainly. 

435.  Chairman^  It  has  been  supposed  in  some  quarters  that  the  difierent 
classifications  of  certificates  has  had  this  influence,  that  where  a  man  in  trade,  a 
man  of  honour,  has  met  with  misfortunes,  and  become  a  bankrupt,  or  at  least 
become  Uable  to  bankruptcy,  his  friends  have  been  unwilling  to  take  him  into 
the  Bankruptcy  Court,  because  it  will  expose  him  to  the  chance  of  a  second  or 
third-class  certificate  ? 

I  have  no  doubt  that  it  would  prevent  a  great  number. 

436.  Lord  Overstone^  Is  there  not  a  wide  field  for  difference  of  conduct 
among  insolvents  who  obtain  certificates  of  one  class  or  the  other  ? 

Very  wide  indeed :  it  is  a  very  difficult  question  to  decide  upon  certificates  : 
a  man  wiU  decide  difiierently  upon  them  according  as  he  is  in  health  or  out  of 
health,  and  all  that  is  unavoidable. 

437.  The  object  of  my  question  is  to  ascertain  whether  there  does  not  exist 
a  field  for  great  difference  of  conduct  on  the  part  of  insolvents,  who  of  the  one 
class  or  the  other  obtain  certificates  ? 

Yes. 

438.  Is  it  not  important  that  traders  should  have  some  means  of  being 
informed  with  regard  to  the  different  conduct  of  the  insolvents  who  obtain 
certificates? 

I  do  not  think  that  it  signifies  to  the  traders  at  all  about  the  moral  conduct 
of  the  bankrupt :  when  they  give  him  credit,  they  look  to  his  means,  and  not  to 
whether  he  has  a  certificate  of  the  first,  second  or  third  class;  indeed  they 
would  not  ask  to  see  it ;  if  they  did,  the  man  would  leave  them  directly.  There 
is  great  competition ;  and  if  the  man  went  to  a  merchant,  and  asked  him  to 
sell  him  goods,  and  the  merchant  asked  him  for  his  certificate,  he  would  very 
soon  walk  away  ;  but  if  the  merchant  knew  that  he  was  a  rich  man,  he  would 
care  very  little  about  the  class  of  the  certificate. 

439.  If  traders  could  renew  their  transactions  with  past  insolvents,  without 
reference  to  any  moral  estimate  of  their  conduct  during  their  previous  trading, 
in  what  does  the  great  severity  of  the  third-class  certificate  consist  ? 

In  the  excessive  stigma  on  the  individual;  he  feels  it  is  like  the  letter  F  on  a 
felon ;  it  enables  every  body  to  attack  him  and  to  abuse  him. 

440.  Why  does  a  third-class  certificate  involve  a  more  severe  stigma  than  a 
first-class  certificate ;  is  it  not  because  the  conduct  of  the  party  has  been  morally 
more  deserving  of  reprobation  ? 

Of  course. 

441.  Do  you  think  you  can  justly  assimilate  the  consequences  arising  from 
such  a  cause  as  that  to  what  you  previously  called  the  consequences  of  the  severity 
of  the  punishment  ? 

I  punish  by  adjourning  the  certificate.  If  one  man  has  behaved  very  badly, 
I  adjourn  him  for  a  year  or  two,  or  three  years,  without  protection,  and  then 

that 
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that  protects  every  body  from  him ;  they  have  no  busuiess  to  trust  him  without  joOiua  Evans,  Esq. 

a  certificate,  and  they  will  not  do  it ;  that  is  the  punishment  which  I  give.  ' 

6ih  May  1853. 

442.  Is  not  the  declaration  of  the  Judge  of  his  opinion  as  to  the  conduct  of 

the  party  brought  before  him  in  every  case  more  or  less  a  pimishment  ? 
Of  course  it  is. 

443.  Does  not  the  severity  of  that  punishment  depend  entirely  upon  the  extent 
of  the  moral  delinquency  upon  which  the  Judge  so  comments  ? 

His  opinion  of  it,  no  doubt. 

444.  W)ien  you  object,  therefore,  to  the  severity  of  the  punishment  involved 
in  the  third-class  certificate,  is  not  that  a  severity  necessarily  arising  from  the 
moral  misconduct  of  the  party,  rather  than  from  the  act  of  the  Judge,  who 
through  that  certificate  expresses  his  judgment  upon  that  misconduct  ? 

No  doubt  it  is. 

445.  Then  the  severity  of  the  punishment  arises  really  out  of  the  misconduct 
of  the  party,  does  it  not  ? 

Certainly ;  or  out  of  the  supposed  misconduct. 

446.  Can  you  maintain  that  there  is  anything  imreasonable,  unjust,  or  injiuious 
to  the  interests  of  society  in  such  severe  consequences  arising  directly  out  of  the 
misconduct  of  the  party  upon  whom  that  severity  falls  ? 

I  have  already  given  my  reasons,  and  I  abide  by  them ;  I  think  that  it  is  too 
severe  a  punishment  in  any  case. 

447.  You  have  stated,  have  you  not,  that  there  exists  a  great  difference 
of  conduct  amongst  insolvents  who  obtain  the  certificates  of  one  class  or  the 
other  ? 

Yes,  that  is  so. 

448.  You  stated,  did  you  not,  that,  m  your  judgment,  few  persons,  if  any, 
deserve  a  first-dass  certificate,  and  you  yourself  would  rarely  give  a  first-class 
certificate  ? 

Yes. 

449.  I  presume,  therefore,  that  you  think  that  all  insolvents,  if  entitied  to  a 
.^^rtificate  at  all,  ought  to  receive  a  second-class  certificate  ? 

I  would  not  have  classes  at  all ;  I  would  punish  them,  as  I  said  before,  by 
adjourning  their  certificate,  just  as  if  a  man  has  committed  a  crime  you  imprison 
him  for  a  year,  or  two  years,  but  you  do  not  brand  his  forehead ;  he  is  very 
immoral,  perhaps,  but  branding  his  forehead  would  make  him  desperate  ;  and 
I  think  that  a  third-class  certificate  has  the  same  eflfect. 

450.  Do  not  you  think  that  the  most  formidable  shape  in  which  punishment 
can  produce  its  evil  effect,  is  in  the  application  of  a  uniform  punishment  to 
different  classes  of  criminahty  ? 

A  imiform  form  of  punishment  would  be  ridiculous ;  it  is  not  so  when 
I  adjourn  a  man  three  months  without  protection,  because  he  has  done  some 
comparatively  venial  things  ;  and  then,  to  another  man  I  give  six  months,  and 
another  man  nine  months,  and  another  man  twelve  months,  without  protection ; 
I  adjourn  his  certificate  aU  that  time  ;  and  all  the  time  that  he  is  unprotected, 
he  can  get  no  credit ;  nobody  will  trust  him ;  sometimes  I  adjourn  it  for  three 
years ;  I  think  that  is  the  proper  way  to  punish  him,  not  to  brand  him. 

451.  How  do  you  distinguish  between  the  objections  which  you  have  urged 
to  the  system  of  classified  certificates,  and  those  which  might  be  urged 
against  the  system  of  classified  punishments  which  you  propose  to  adopt  as  a 
substitute  ? 

When  punishment  is  once  inflicted,  it  is  over,  and  it  does  not  disgrace  a  man 
for  the  rest  of  his  life  ;  he  is  punished  according  to  his  crime. 

452.  Does  not  the  fact  of  a  man's  certificate  ha\ing  been  withheld  for  three 
years  attach  to  him  a  recollection  of  his  misconduct  through  life  ? 

No,  it  does  not;  a  man  is  adjourned  for  three  years ;  then  he  afterwards  goes 
on  in  business,  and  he  is  a  prosperous  man,  and  nobody  knows  anything  about 
the  adjournment.  If  there  is  any  dispute  in  a  court  01  law,  and  the  certificate 
is  produced,  there  is  no  stigma  upon  it ;  and  if  he  wants  to  use  his  certificate 
for  any  purpose,  it  is  without  a  stain ;  whereas,  if  you  put  a  third  class  upon  it, 
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joJiua  Evans,  Esq.  it  is  almost  enough  to  break  the  heart  of  a  man  that  has  any  feelmg,  if  the  man 
6th  M^Ssa.      S^*^  ^^  prosperously  m  the  world. 

—  453.  Are  the  Committee  to  under^;and  you  to  state  that,  with  the  trading 

world,  the  fact  of  a  man  having  gained  a  third-class  certificate,  will  be  known 
and  remembered  to  his  injury  for  the  whole  period  of  that  man's  life ;  but  that 
the  fact  of  his  having  had  any  certificate  whatever  withheld  for  three  years,  will 
not  be  retained  in  the  recollection  of  the  mercantile  world  ? 

It  will  be  in  his  recollection ;  and  whenever  the  certificate  is  required,  when- 
ever it  is  named,  it  will  be  in  his  recollection ;  it  has  the  stigma  upon  it  of 
third  dass ;  if  it  is  to  be  produced  anywhere,  or  wanted,  it  always  is  produced 
with  that  upon  it. 

454.  Lord  Brougham  and  Vaux.']  You  consider  the  suspending  of  the  certi- 
ficate for  three  months,  six  months,  or  a  year,  a  punishment  to  the  party  r 

A  very  severe  one. 

455.  Is  not  the  use  of  all  punishment,  partly  at  least,  perhaps  principally,  to 
deter  others  from  committing  a  Uke  offence  ? 

No  doubt  it  is. 

456.  If  this  suspension  for  12  months  is  wholly  unknown,  how  can  it  have 
the  effect  of  deterring  others  from  committing  the  Uke  oflfence  ? 

It  is  not  only  not  unknown,  but  it  is  exceedingly  well  known  to  every  body 
living  at  the  time ;  every  trader  that  comes  to  prove  a  debt  does  know  what  is 
represented ;  but  stigma  passes  away  with  time. 

457.  Lord  Over  stone.']  If  certificates  are  withheld  at  the  discretion  of  the 
Judge  for  various  periods  of  time,  is  not  that  substantially  in  its  effects  the 
same  thing  as  a  classified  certificate  ? 

It  is  in  a  degree ;  but  surely  if  one  of  us  were  to  commit  a  crime,  it  is  a  very 
different  thing  whether  we  are  imprisoned  far  six  months,  and  let  out  without 
a  stigma,  or  have  the  letter  F  on  our  forehead,  to  pass  through  the  worid  witib 
it  for  the  rest  of  our  lives ;  that  is  my  meaning. 

458.  The  notoriety  of  the  disgrace  attaching,  in  consequence  of  the  dis- 
approval  of  the  Judge,  constitutes  a  stigma ;  and  what  I  wish  to  ascertain  is, 
how  it  is  that  that  notoriety  which  l£e  judicial  disapproval  communicates- 
expressly  by  the  third-class  certificate,  conveys  a  stigma  of  a  more  severe  kind 
Aaa  when  ccmveyed  by  the  act  of  long  suspendis^  the  certificate  ? 

I  cannot  say  any  more  than  I  have  said. 

459.  You  have  stated  that,  in  your  opinion,  the  existence  of  classified  certi- 
ficates has  a  strong  tendency  to  keep  bankrupts  out  of  Court;  how  do  you 
connect  the  cause  aiid  effect  ? 

I  think  if  any  g^itleman  here  had  a  son,  for  example,  who  was  a  trader,  and 
had  got  into  difficulties,  he  would  ruin  himself  rather  than  let  that  s<m  come  in 
to  get  a  third-class  certificate. 

460.  Do  you  think  that  a  cause  which  keeps  insolvents  out  of  the  Bankruptcy 
Coint  is  an  objection,  or  pernicious  to  the  pubfic  interest  ? 

Most  unjust ;  there  is  nothing  more  unjust  than  forcing  the  relations  of  a 
party  to  pay  his  debts  either  by  any  means  that  you  may  imagine. 

461.  In  what  sense  do  you  use  the  word  "  forcing"  ? 

This  third-class  certificate  would  be  a  force  upon  the  parent,  particularly  upon 
a  mother,  to  bear  anything  and  endure  anything  rather  than  that  her  son  should 
have  a  tWrd-class  certificate,  with  a  stigma,  therefore,  for  life. 

462.  Is  it  pernicious  to  the  interests  of  society  that  mere  disgrace  to  their 
children  or  their  relations  should  stimulate  them  to  prevent  that  disgrace  be- 
coming known,  by  preventing  the  occasion  that  brings  it  forth  ? 

I  do  not  know ;  I  think  it  a  great  injustice. 

463.  Would  you,  therefore,  conceal  from  the  pubUc  the  knowledge  of  miscon- 
duct, rather  than  suffer  the  bare  publication  of  it,  to  induce  relations  and  friends 
to  interfere  for  the  protection  of  the  misdoer  ? 

I  not  only  would  not  wish  to  conceal  it,  but  I  have  always  enforced  publicity 
in  every  thing ;  I  wish  every  thing  done  in  open  day.     In  my  Court  I  listen  to^ 
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nothing  private ;  and  the  only  difference  between  your  Lordship  and  me  is  this^  JoAum  Evans,  Etq. 

I  wouW  have  it  published,  and  have  him  suffer  at  the  time ;  and  I  would  have      ,      

the  traders  Uving  at  his  time  know  that  he  had  been  refused  his  certificate  for    ^'^^  ^^*^  *^^'^ 
that  time,  but  I  would  not  keep  the  stigma  on  him  for  life. 

464.  Will  you  state  upon  what  grounds  it  is  that  you  attribute  this  greater 
and  more  durable  consequence  to  the  third-class  certificate  than  to  the  suspen- 
sion of  the  certificate  for  a  lengthened  period  of  time ;  knowing  that  the  disgrace 
inflicted  goes  forth  to  the  public  in  both  cases,  is  it  not  the  fact  that  the  dura- 
bility of  the  punishment  consists  entirely  in  the  impression  produced  upon  the 
public  mind  ? 

The  certificate  is  on  parchment,  and  the  certificate  will  last  for  100  years; 
whatever  takes  place  at  the  moment  will  affect  the  party  for,  perhaps,  as  long  as 
the  certificate  is  stayed,  that  is,  for  two  or  three  months,  or  two  or  three  years, 
and  then  all  will  be  forgotten. 

465.  Does  not  the  durability  of  the  punishment  which  arises  fi*om  the  sense 
of  disgrace  once  incmred,  depend  upon  the  state  of  the  pubUc  mind,  and  not 
upon  the  form  of  the  document  in  which  it  is  certified  ? 

I  think  not. 

466.  Chahman.l^  Are  the  Committee  to  understand  that  you  have  come  to 
this  conclusion,  that  there  are  sufficient  means  of  punishment  under  the  Conso- 
lidation Act  of  1849  to  meet  all  the  justice  of  every  case,  without  going  further 
into  examinations  which  might  be  gone  into  with  a  view  to  classification  ? 

Yes. 

467.  And  that  the  difficulty  of  coming  to  a  conclusion  upon  that  qualification 
is  such,  that  you  think  it  desirable  that  it  should  be  abolished  r 

Yes. 

468.  You  are  not  for  aboHshing  that  which  is  a  proper  punishment  for  an 
offence  ? 

On  the  contrary. 

469w  You  stated,  did  you  not,  that,  like  all  other  offences,  you  would  meet  it 
at  once  with  a  due  portion  of  punishment,  and  then  let  the  man  go  fi-ee  into  the 
world,  as  far  as  he  could  do  so  ? 

Yes. 

4/0.  That  is,  speaking  with  reference  to  a  much  higher  offence,  and  to  a  time 
at  which  men  were  marked  in  a  very  different  manner,  you  would  not  send  out 
the  man  again  as  a  free  man  without  property,  but  with  a  briand  upon  him,  ta 
tell  every  body  that  he  had  only  obtained  a  thkd-class  certificate  ? 

That  is  my  opinion  exactly. 

471.  Lord  OveriftoM^]  Is  there  not  the  same  difficulty  of  classification  when 
you  have  to  determine  for  what  niunber  of  years  you  will  suspend  the  certifi- 
cate, that  there  is  when  you  have  to  determine  what  class  you  have  to  give  ? 

In  some  degree  there  is. 

472.  Will  not  that  objection  as  to  the  difficulty  of  classification  apply  to  both 
tho^  cases  ? 

It  does,  to  a  great  extent. 

473.  Chairman.']  Is  there  not  this  difference,  that  in  the  first  case  the  Act 
gives  you  a  rule,  \vhich  positively  defines  what  shall  be  the  ground  of  withhold- 
mg  the  certificate,  and  gives  you  many  instances,  while  in  the  other,  the  latter 
case  of  classification,  you  have  to  go  into  the  very  difficult  question  as  to  what  is 
an  unavoidable  loss  or  misfortune  i 

There  is  a  clause  stating  that  we  are  to  consider  his  conduct  as  a  trader; 
therefore  that  compels  us  to  look  into  his  conduct. 

474.  In  the  certificate  you  give  even  more  classification ;  before  you  give  a 
particular  class,  you  state,  as  you  are  bound  to  do,  that,  having  regard  to  his 
conduct  imder  the  Commission,  and  to  his  conduct  as  a  trader,  both  before  and 
after  the  bankruptcy,  you  have  found  him  entitled  to  the  certificate,  and  you 
then  proceed  to  the  class  ? 

Yes. 
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JoMkua  Evansf  Esq.      475.  Lord  Brougham  and  Vaux.']  Do  you  consider  that  the  Act  of  Parliament 

enables  you  by  any  specific  declaration  therein  to  determine  whether  you  shall 

6th  May  1853.     g^gjit  a  certificate  immediately,  or  suspend  it  for  three  months,  or  six  months  ? 
No,  it  does  not. 

476.  You  go  beyond  what  is  specified  in  the  Act,  do  you  not  ? 
Yes. 

477.  Do  you  not  go  into  the  bankrupt's  general  conduct  as  a  trader  ? 

Yes. 

478.  And  into  ail  those  circumstances  connected  with  that  conduct  which 
would  operate  upon  the  question  as  to  whether  or  not  you  should  give  him  a 
first-dass  certificate  ? 

Yes. 

479.  And  into  all  the  circumstances  which  would  determine  whether,  not 
granting  him  a  first-class  certificate,  you  would  grant  him  a  second-class  certifi- 
cate or  not  ? 

Yes. 

480.  And  into  all  the  circumstances  which  would  determine  whether  not 
grantmg  him  a  first  or  a  second-class  certificate,  you  would  grant  him  a  third- 
class  certificate  ? 

Yes;  but  my  argument  is,  that  the  punishment  is  dreadfully  severe;  and 
I  think  severe  punishment  injurious. 

481.  Have  you  anything  further  to  add? 

No. 

The  Witness  is  directed  to  withdraw. 


J.S.M.  JOHN  S.  M.  FONBLANaUE,  Esquire,  is  called  in,  and  exammed 

Fonblanque^  Esq.  as  follows  : 


482.  Lord  Brougham  and  Vans  J]  YOU  have  been  some  length  of  time  in  the 
Court  of  Bankruptcy  with  Commissioner  Evans,  have  you  not  ? 

Yes,  and  15  years  previously  I  was  a  Commissioner  of  Bankrupts. 

483.  Have  you  had  occasion,  since  the  passing  of  the  Consolidation  Act  of 
1849,  and  the  introduction  of  the  classification,  to  consider  its  tendency  and 
effects? 

I  have. 

484.  "What  is  your  opinion  upon  this  question ;  is  it  favourable  or  not  to  that 
change  of  the  law  which  took  place  in  1849  as  to  classification  ? 

My  opinion  is  favourable  to  the  change  of  the  law,  with  certain  exceptions. 

485.  Will  you  mention  the  grounds  of  your  opinion,  and  also  the  limitations  ? 
I  consider  the  classification  to  be  beneficial,  and  I  found  my  opinion  verj^ 

much  upon  the  extreme  eagerness  which  I  observe  in  bankrupts  to  obtain  a  high 
class,  and  to  avoid  a  low  one  :  when  speaking  on  this  subject,  I  would  wish  to  be 
understood,  in  the  first  instance,  as  rather  repudiating  the  word  ^*  punishment" 
as  applied  to  the  certificate ;  I  consider  the  certificate  to  be  a  great  boon,  and 
that  no  person  should  have  a  certificate  unless  he  has  thoroughly  deserved  it ; 
and  I  can  no  more  consider  that  putting  a  man  in  a  low  class,  if  he  does  not 
deserve  a  high  one,  is  a  stigma,  than  I  should  consider  the  refusal  at  the 
University  of  a  high  degree  to  be  a  stigma  to  a  man  who  thought  himself  entitled 
to  it. 

486.  You  consider  that  a  man  being  plucked,  would  be  tantamount  to  being 
refused  a  certificate  altogether  ? 

Yes. 

487.  That  that  must  stigmatise  him,  just  as  being  refused  a  certificate  would 
stigmatise  a  trader ;  but  if  he  have  a  degree  at  all,  the  kind  of  degree  is  not  ta 
be  reckoned  a  punishment,  only  the  refusal  of  an  honour  ? 

A  quantum 
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A  quantum  of  honour ;  I  have  met  with  many  mstances  m  which  I  should         J.  S.  M. 
have  been  obliged  to  reftise  the  certificate  altogether,  if  I  had  not  the  resort  of  ^onUangue,  Esq, 
the  third  class,  with  long  suspension,  which  approximates  to  total  refusal ;  I  may     gjj^  ii^iBs'u 

say  also,  that  I  have  known  very  few  instances  indeed  of  persons  entitled  to  a 

first-class  certificate  because  their  bankruptcy  was  occasioned  by  unavoidable 
loss  or  misfortune,  for  I  think  that  such  cases  are  very  rare.  Sometime  ago  some 
of  the  official  assignees  were  required  to  make  a  return  upon  that  subject,  and 
the  number  of  cases  which  they  could  attribute  to  unavoidable  loss  and  mis- 
fortune was  marvellously  small. 

488.  Nevertheless  the  number  of  first-class  certificates  has  not  been  verj^ 
inconsiderable  ? 

I  have  given  very  few  first-class  certificates. 

489.  You  mean  very  few,  as  compared  with  the  second  and  third-class 
certificate  ? 

Yes ;  probably  the  greater  number  of  certificates  have  been  second  class. 

490.  Greater  than  the  third  ? 
Yes  ;  that  is  my  impression. 

491.  Do  you  consider  that  the  classification  has  tended  to  keep  bankrupts  out 
of  Court? 

I  think  not ;  because  in  the  period  that  I  have  mentioned  I  never  knew  a  time 
at  which  there  was  not  the  same  complaint^  that  large  bankruptcies  were  kept 
out  of  Court. 

492.  By  the  time  you  have  mentioned,  you  mean  15  years  before  1832  ? 
Yes ;  from  March  1817  to  the  present  hour,  I  never  knew  a  period  at  which 

there  was  not  the  same  allegation,  that  great  bankruptcies  were  kept  out  of 
Court ;  and  I  believe  it  is  true.  There  are  many  reasons  why  parties  should 
wish  to  avoid  the  pubUcity  of  an  open  Court.  Even  in  the  most  ordinary  form 
of  actions,  I  believe  that  many  men  will  sustain  great  loss  rather  than  go  into 
any  Court,  either  as  plaintiffs  or  defendants.  If  the  great  bankrupts  were  kept 
out  of  Court  on  account  merely  of  the  ordeal  of  the  certificate,  there  would  be, 
I  think,  something  like  a  proportionate  increase  in  the  number  of  ^^  Arrange- 
ments by  Deed  under  the  control  of  the  Court,"  but  I  do  not  find  that  to  be  the 
case.  I  am  happy  to  say,  I  rather  attribute  the  paucity  of  bankruptcies  to  the 
greater  prosperity,  or  at  any  rate  the  good  conduct  of  the  commercial  classes, 
than  to  anything  arising  from  the  change  of  the  law. 

493.  Chairman.^  You  state  that  you  think  the  classification  important,  because 
you  find  a  great  anxiety  amongst  bankrupts  to  obtain  a  particular  class  of  certi- 
ficates ;  is  not  that  inevitable,  when  you  have  established  the  classes  one,  two 
and  three,  that  every  one  will,  of  course,  endeavour  to  get  the  highest :  but  that 
does  not  prove  whether  it  is  desirable  to  have  a  classification  or  not ;  the  desire 
to  obtain  the  prize  which  is  offered,  does  not  prove  the  propriety  of  continuing  it  ? 

I  think  it  does,  as  influencing  the  conduct  which  is  to  entitle  the  party  to  the 
prize* 

494.  That  is  a  different  question ;  if  you  say  that  you  think  the  classification 
will  induce  a  man  to  be  careful  in  his  conduct  before  bankruptcy,  I  under- 
stand it? 

That  is  my  meaning. 

495.  You  do  not  mean  what  I  thought  you  stated,  that  the  mere  drcumstance 
of  the  anxiety  to  obtain  a  first-class  certificate,  when  they  have  become  bank- 
rupts, is  a  proof  of  the  beneficial  operation  of  the  Act  ? 

No ;  I  said  the  beneficial  operation  before  bankruptcy  ;  and  I  think  that  the 
beneficial  operation,  now  that  the  thing  seems  to  be  understood,  will  influence 
traders  generally  in  their  conduct. 

496.  Earl  of  Harrowby.]  It  shows  the  estimation  in  which  a  position  in  that 
classification  is  held  ? 

Yes. 

497.  Chairman^  You  stated,  did  you  not,  that  you  considered  the  classifica- 
tion, taking  No.  3  as  not  operating  as  a  stigma,  but  that  it  was  a  boon,  and  an 
honour  to  be  obtained  ? 

(196.3.)  H  A  boon; 
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J.  S.  M.  A  boon ;  I  consider  the  certificate  altogether  as  a  boon.    To  release  a  man 

Fmiblanque^  Esq.   ftom  all  future  liabilities^  I  consider  an  enormous  boon. 

6tb  May  1853.         493   f^^^  jg  independently  of  the  classification  ? 
Yes ;  I  put  it  entirely  independently  of  it. 

499.  You  stated  that  the  classification  is  a  boon,  as  I  understand,  that  is,  the 
first  class? 

No ;  I  put  it  that  the  certificate  generally  is  a  boon,  a  great  boon,  only  to  be 
given  to  those  who  thoroughly  deserve  it,  and  to  be  given  in  proportion  to  their 
deserts. 

500.  Did  I  misunderstand  you  in  saying  that  you  thought  the  third-class 
certificate  no  stigma  ? 

I  do  not  attach  the  word  **  stigma"  to  the  third-class  certificate ;  total  refusal 
I  should  consider  a  stigma. 

501.  Are  the  Committee  to  understand  you  to  say,  that  you  consider  the  third 
class  not  as  a  stigma,  but  that  you  consider  a  title  to  the  third-class  certificate  a 
sort  of  boon? 

Not  as  a  stigma* 

502.  You  consider  it  as  a  right,  the  first-class  certificate,  although  you  have 
seldom  had  an  opportunity  of  granting  it  ? 

No  ;  I  consider  the  certificate  altogether,  taking  it  in  the  wide  sense  of  the 
term  (and  for  greater  distinctness,  I  will  say,  as  it  existed  before  the  formation 
of  the  Court  of  Bankruptcy),  was  a  great  boon ;  and  I  can  add,  being  a  great 
boon,  I  do  not  consider  the  withholding  of  a  great  boon  directly  in  the  light  of 
a  stigma. 

503.  Let  us  for  a  moment  put  aside  the  classes  ;  you  take  from  a  man,  by  the 
operation  of  the  law,  the  whole  of  his  property,  and  give  it  to  his  creditors,  and 
it  is  right  to  do  so ;  and  then,  your  object  being  to  give  the  man  who  has  acted 
properly  a  fair  start  again  in  life,  you  give  him  a  certificate,  which  protects  him 
against  his  creditors  ? 

I  think,  my  Lord,  there  is  a  fallacy  in  sajring  that  a  man  surrenders  all  his 
property ;  it  is  his  creditors'  property  that  he  surrenders,  if  insolvent. 

504.  It  is  a  transfer  from  the  man  who  is  indebted  to  the  persons  to  whom  he 
is  indebted ;  a  proper  transfer,  but  it  is  a  transfer.  The  question  before  the 
Committee  is,  whether  this  classification  is  desirable  to  be  retained  or  not ;  and 
you  stated,  did  you  not,  that  in  many  instances  you  would  refuse  a  certificate 
altogether  if  it  were  not  for  this  classification,  wWch,  connected  with  the  other, 
enables  you,  by  suspension,  and  by  a  third-class  certificate,  ultimately  to  do 
what  you  think  justice  ? 

Tes. 

505.  Is  that  authorized  by  the  Act  of  Parliament  ? 
I  think  it  is. 

506.  Is  it  your  opinion,  that,  in  considering  whether  you  will  grant  a  man  a 
certificate  or  not,  you  are  to  take  into  consideration  what  class  of  certificate  you 
will  ultimately  grant  before  you  can  decide  whether  he  shall  have  one  at  all 
or  not  ? 

I  decide,  first,  whether  he  shall  have  one  at  all,  that  is,  upon  a  general  view 
of  all  his  conduct  as  a  trader,  arising  out  of  a  great  many  circumstances,  and 
in  some  degree  setting  aside  the  question  of  unavoidable  loss  or  misfortune ; 
for  instance,  a  man  may  have  gambled  to  the  very  verge  of  the  penal  clauses,  or 
a  man  may  have  grossly  neglected  his  business  in  various  modes  ;  he  may  have 
totally  failed  to  keep  books,  by  negligence,  and  not  evil  intention,  and  yet 
not  have  brought  himself  within  the  penal  clauses  ;  all  those  things  may  be  con- 
sidered as  to  whether  a  certificate  shall  be  granted  or  not ;  but  the  question  of 
unavoidable  loss  and  misfortune  attaches  only  to  the  classification.  I  may  state^ 
that  I  wish  a  different  standard  had  been  given  than  that  of  unavoidable  loss 
or  misfortune. 

6O7.  Are  the  Committee  to  understand  you  to  say  now,  that,  the  Act  of  Par- 
liament giving  you  full  power  to  consider  the  conduct  of  the  trader  as  regards  the 

mere 
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mere  abstract  question  of  the  certificate,  you  decide  upon  it  according  to  the         J-  s.  M. 
merits  of  the  man  ?  FonUa^,  E^q. 

Yes.  6th  Ma>  185s. 

508.  You  stated  further,  did  you  not,  that  there  are  cases  in  which  you  would 
have  refused  certificates  altogether  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  power  of  classifi- 
cation? 

Yes. 

509.  What  I  want  to  draw  your  attention  to  is,  whether  that  is  authorized 
by  the  Act  of  Parliament  ? 

1  think  it  is. 

510.  In  the  form  of  the  certificate  you  certify  that  on  such  a  day,  having 
r^ard  to  the  submission  of  the  bankrupt,  his  conformitj^  to  the  Commission, 
and  his  conduct  as  a  trader  both  before  and  after  the  bankruptcy,  you  have  held 
him  entitled  to  a  certificate  ? 

Yes. 

511.  That  is  one  operation  which,  as  a  Commissioner,  it  is  your  duty  to 
perform  ? 

Yes. 

512.  Ha\ing  done  so,  and  not  before,  I  apprehend,  under  the  Act,  you  have 
then,  in  your  judgment,  to  consider  what  class  you  shall  put  the  bankrupt  in  ? 

Yes  ;  I  consider  myself  entitled  to  put  him  in  the  third  dass  if  I  do  not  find 
that  his  bankruptcy  has  been  occasioned  by  unavoidable  loss  or  misfortune. 

513.  I  wish  to  draw  your  attention  to  this :  according  to  your  former  stai;e- 
ment,  you  seemed  to  mix  up  the  two  things  together,  that  is,  the  abstract 
question  of  certificate  without  speaking  of  tbe  class,  and  the  question  of  the 
class,  because  you  said  that,  in  many  instances,  if  classification  had  not  been 
introduced,  so  that  you  could  give  a  man  a  third-class  certificate,  you  would  not 
give  him  one  at  all  ? 

I  think  so. 

514.  It  is  your  opinion,  then,  that  under  the  Act  you  first  consider  whether 
the  man  shall  have  a  certificate  at  all,  and,  when  you  have  decided  that  he  is  to 
have  one,  then  you  consider  what  the  class  shall  be  ? 

That  is  precisely  what  is  my  view ;  first  I  consider  whether  he  shall  have  it  at 
all,  and  then  what  class  shall  be  given.  I  think  the  wording  of  the  third-class 
certificate,  that  I  do  not  find  that  his  bankruptcy  was  occasioned  by  imavoid- 
able  loss  or  imavoidable  misfortune,  lets  in  that  power. 

515.  Then  are  the  Committee  to  understand  you  to  say,  that  in  many  instances 
you  should  refuse  a  certificate  altogether  if  it  were  not  for  the  power  of  classifi- 
cation ? 

Yes,  if  it  were  not  for  the  power  of  granting  a  third-class  certificate,  with 
suspension. 

516.  Then  am  I  right  in  supposing  that,  in  coming  to  a  conclusion  whether 
you  shall  grant  a  man  a  certincate  at  all,  you  take  into  consideration  the  power 
you  have  to  grant  him  a  certificate,  that  being  a  third-class  certificate  ? 

That  would  be  in  my  mind. 

517.  You  have  stated,  that  there  are  very  few  instances  in  which  you  give 
first-class  certificates  ? 

Very  few. 

518.  Upon  the  ground,  as  I  understand  you,  that  there  are  very  lew  cases 
which  can  come  properly  within  the  description  of  bankruptcy  occasioned  by 
unavoidable  loss  or  misfortune  ? 

The  instances  of  bankruptcy  totally  occasioned  by  unavoidable  loss  or  mis- 
fortune are,  I  think,  very  rare  indeed. 

519.  Is  there  not  this  difficulty  in  the  Act,  that  the  certificate  being  divided 
into  first,  second  and  third  classes,  the  first  is  one  which  the  circumstances  can 
rarely  authorize  t]tie  CommiBsicnwr  to  grant ;  but  the  law  supposes,  as  it  pro- 
vides that  class,  that  a  man  will  fall  within  it ;  do  you  think  that  a  desirable 
arrangement  ? 

(196.8.)  H  2  I  think 
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/.  S.  M.  I  think  verj'^  desirable,  because  it  makes  a  man  careful  to  obtain  the  first 

FonUanque,  Esq.     ^j^^  -^ 

6th  May  1853  ^go.  Which  you  thmk  scarcely  any  man  is  likely  to  win  ? 

Which  certainly  very  few  have  hitherto  won,  but  with  that  view  before  them, 
many  will  win  hereafter. 

521.  Do  you  think,  in  the  common  affairs  of  mankind,  that  raising  too  high 
a  standard  by  which  to  gauge  a  man's  conduct  is  a  wise  thing  ? 

I  think  so ;  I  like  large  prizes ;  very  few  get  them,  but  a  great  many  are 
tempted  to  put  themselves  in  the  way  of  getting  them. 

522.  You  stated,  did  you  not,  that  you  considered  the  third-class  certificate 
no  stigma  ? 

I  do  not  view  it  in  that  light. 

523.  Therefore,  if  you  heard  traders  of  great  weight  and  importance  in  the 
city  of  London  say  that  they  considered  it  as  a  slur  and  a  stigma,  and  that  they 
found  it  to  be  such,  your  surprise  would  be  considerably  excited  ? 

No,  my  surprise  would  not  be  excited ;  men  have  various  modes  of  viewing 
things  of  that  sort ;  my  colleague  made  it  figuratively  a  brand ;  others  may  call 
it  a  stigma ;  some  will  think  it  an  easily  effaceable  stigma,  and  others  will  think 
it  a  very  permanent  one. 

524.  Earl  of  Ilarrowby.']  The  important  question  is,  how  it  operates  upon 
other  men's  minds,  and  not  upon  your  mind  ? 

I  state  my  belief  as  to  how  it  operates  upon  other  men's  minds. 

525.  You  do  not  believe  that  it  does  operate  upon  other  men's  minds  as  a 
stigma  ? 

I  do  not  believe  that  it  goes  so  far. 

526.  Chairman.']  Would  you  not  be  surprised  if  you  were  told  that  the  first 
traders  in  the  city  of  London  are  of  opinion  that  it  was  introduced  for  the 
express  purpose  originally  as  a  stigma  and  a  mark  upon  character,  and  that 
they  treat  it  as  such  ? 

I  should  only  think  that  they  used  the  word  "  stigma"  loosely. 

527.  Earl  of  Harrowby.']  When  you  used  the  word  "  unavoidable "  as 
entithng  a  man  to  a  first-class  certificate,  did  you  mean  unavoidable  by  the 
exercise  of  integrity,  or  by  the  exercise  of  the  utmost  skill  in  the  management 
of  his  business  ? 

By  the  exercise  of  due  caution :  I  say  if  a  man's  house  is  burned  down,  in 
common  parlance  you  call  it  unavoidable ;  but  he  might  avoid  the  loss  if  he 
insured.  If  a  man  neglects  the  ordinary  precautions,  and  does  not  insure  his 
ships  or  his  house,  I  cannot  set  it  down  that  his  loss  by  fire  or  shipwreck  is 
unavoidable. 

528.  You  would  not  withhold  a  first-class  certificate  if  the  man  failed  fi-om 
want  of  skill  in  business  ? 

I  will  state  an  instance  :  a  man  had  a  very  large  hotel  upon  a  great  posting 
road ;  the  railway  cut  him  off,  and  he  was  fettered  with  a  heavy  establishment ; 
that  man's  failure  was  imavoidable  loss  and  misfortune. 

529.  Lord  Overst(me.'\  If  I  understand  this  part  of  your  evidence  correctly, 
you  consider  it  to  be  a  part  of  your  duty,  in  adbninistering  your  judicial  func- 
tions, as  to  an  insolvent,  first  to  consider  and  to  determine  whether  his  conduct 
has  been  such  that  it  is  unsafe  for  the  public  interest  to  allow  him  to  return  to 
the  arena  of  trade ;  if  you  decide  that  in  the  afiirmative,  you  vrithhold  the  cer- 
tificate ;  if  you  do  not  feel  called  upon  to  do  so,  you  then  think  it  your  judicial 
duty  to  consider  with  what  admonitory  circumstances,  for  the  guidance  of  the 
public,  it  is  necessary  to  accompany  the  permission  to  that  man  to  return  to  the 
arena  of  trade  ? 

Yes,  that  is  my  view. 

530.  Do  you  consider  that  whatever  consequences  may  follow  this  admonitory 
statement  accompanying  the  certificate,  the  terms  "  punishment,"  "  stigma  "  and 
*'  brand"  are  not  properly  applied  ? 

I  do  not  think  they  are  properly  applied. 

531.  Do 
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531.  Do  you  consider  them  mere  metaphorical  expressions,  brought  into  the  J'  S.  M. 
subject  when  the  analogy  is  not  complete  ?                                                                 Funblangue,  E$q. 

Y^S,  I  do.  6th  May  1853. 

532.  If  those  admonitory  considerations  attached  to  the  certificate  do  involve,  - 
in  the  minds  of  others,  and  produce  upon  the  conduct  of  others,  consequences 

which  in  their  character  and  effect  upon  the  insolvent  are  known,  those  penalties 
are  not  fairly  chargeable  upon  the  system,  but  they  are  the  inevitable  result  of 
the  conduct  of  the  insolvent  ? 
Yes. 

533.  Will  not  such  contingencies  necessarily  attach  to  every  discriminatory 
process  of  justice  ? 

Yes,  I  believe  so. 

534.  Do  not  you  consider  that  the  object  of  all  judicial  procedure  is  the 
protection  of  the  public  interest  ? 

Yes. 

535.  Do  you  not  consider  that  any  punishments  involved  in  judicial  pro- 
cedure, if  it  can  be  clearly  shown  that  they  are  protective  of  that  result,  are 
justifiable  punishments  ? 

I  do. 

536.  Do  not  you  think  that  the  question  of  the  degree  and  extent  of  punish- 
ment ought  to  be  decided  by  such  views  of  public  interest  rather  than  by  feelings 
of  tenderness  or  kindness  towards  the  misdoer  ? 

I  am  rather  unwiUing  to  totally  disregard  the  feelings  of  tenderness  and  con- 
sideration for  the  infirmities  of  human  nature ;  but,  as  a  rigid  abstract  rule,  I 
accord  with  the  terms  of  the  question. 

537-  Y*ou  do  not  think  that  tenderness  or  kindness  ought  to  be  carried  so  &r 
as  to  lead  to  the  surrender  of  any  portion  of  punishment  that  can  be  clearly 
shown  to  be  conducive  to  the  public  good  ? 

1  consider  the  public  good  to  be  the  first  consideration. 

538.  In  the  administration  of  bankrupt  judicature,  is  not  the  public  good,  to 
which  it  is  directed,  the  protection  of  trade  from  reckless  over-trading,  and  the 
administration  of  the  assets  after  insolvency  ? 

Undoubtedly. 

539.  When  you  have  to  decide  upon  the  merits  of  any  system  of  judicial  pro- 
cedure directed  to  that  object,  is  not  the  opinion  of  the  great  trading  world 
some  criterion  by  which  to  judge  whether  that  existing  system  has  produced 
that  protection  to  the  pubUc  ? 

I  should  find  some  difficulty  in  ascertaining  the  general  opinion,  because  some- 
times it  is  not  the  general  opinion,  but  the  opinion  of  those  who  are  most 
clamorous,  that  carries  the  point. 

540.  When  you  wish  to  ascertain  whether  any  existing  system  of  judicature, 
with  regard  to  the  Bankrupt  Law,  is  protective  of  the  public  interest,  that  is,  has 
tended  to  prevent  or  diminish  reckless  over-trading  and  dishonesty  in  the  admi- 
nistrator of  the  assets,  is  not  the  opinion  of  the  trading  world  upon  that  subject 
the  best  means  of  arriving  at  a  truthful  conclusion  ? 

If  I  could  ascertain  that  opinion,  that  would  be  the  best  mode. 

541.  Would  you  not  consider  that  great  weight  is  due  to  the  combined 
opinion  of  houses  in  the  trading  world  which  are  notorious  for  giving  the 
.greatest  extent  of  credit  ? 

Yes. 

542.  If  they  should,  in  large  numbers,  testify  to  their  opinion,  in  the  strongest 
terms,  that  the  existing  system  has  accomplished  the  two  results  I  have  referred 
to,  should  you  not  think  that  the  opinion  of  such  parties  ought  to  have  a  very 
^great  weight  with  the  Committee  and  with  Parliament  ? 

I  think  them  entitled  to  great  weight. 

543.  You  state  that  the  existence  of  a  third-class  certificate,  accompanied  with 
the  discretionary  power  which  the  Judges  possess,  of  accompanying  that  cer- 
tificate with  remarks  and  comments  of  their  own,  and  also  with  the  power  of 

(196.3.)  H  3  suspending 
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./.  S.  M.         suspending  it  for  a  greater  or  less  time,  has,  in  many  cases,  enabled  you  to  grant 
FonUanqucy  Esq.    a  certificate,  when  otherwise  you  must  altogether  have  withheld  it? 
6th  M —  8  ^  think  so :  whether  that  has  been  an  undue  compromise  of  my  own  mind 

^^  ^  ^^'     or  not,  I  must  submit  to  higher  authorities  ;  I  think  it  is  justified  by  the  terms 
of  the  Statute. 

544.  Even  when  granting  a  third-class  certificate,  you  have,  on  many 
occasions,  thought  it  your  duty  to  accompany  it  with  further  condemnatory 
remarks  ? 

I  have  not  yet  said  so  :  I  spoke  of  the  suspension  of  time  before  I  granted  it. 

545.  Does  not  that  act,  on  your  part,  indicate  a  very  strong  feeling  that 
classification  carried  even  further  than  the  three  classes  is  necessary  to  enable 
you  to  administer  justice  with  that  degree  of  discrimination  which  your  mind 
requires  ? 

Certainly  there  are  three  great  steps  or  classes,  with  intermediate  steps, 
arising  from  suspension,  with  or  without  protection  :  it  may  even  happen  that 
a  first-class  certificate  is  given  with  suspension. 

546.  Do  not  you  consider  that  the  cautionary  remarks  which  the  Commis- 
sioners often  msdke,  and  also  that  the  suspending  of  the  certificate  for  various 
periods  of  time,  must  involve  those  metaphorical  penal  consequences  which  have 
been  attributed  to  the  classification  of  certificates  ? 

If  the  Judge  has  to  declare  the  reasons  upon  which  he  founds  his  adjudica- 
tion of  the  class  of  certificate,  in  such  remarks  there  necessarily  may  be  censure, 
and  such  censure  may  operate  disadvantageously  to  the  party,  even  though  he 
ultimately  obtains  a  certbicate. 

547-  If  the  fear  of  the  discredit  of  obtaining  only  a  third-class  certificate  tends 
to  keep  business  out  of  the  Bankruptcy  Court,  must  not  the  fear  of  incurring 
the  censure  of  the  Judge,  dther  by  his  moral  comnuents,  or  the  suspension  of  the 
certificate  for  various  periods,  Imve  a  similar  tendency  ? 

Yes,  it  would. 

548.  If  the  system  of  discrimination  now  obtained  through  the  medium  of 
the  different  classes  of  certificates  was  abolished,  will  there  not  arise  in  the 
Courts  a  great  increase  of  that  other  mode  of  discrimination  which  is  obtained 
by  the  comments  of  the  Judge,  and  by  his  discretionajy  action,  as  to  tiie  sus- 
pension of  this  certificate  ? 

I  must  confess  that  I  am  not  prepared  to  answer  that  question. 

549.  Chairman.]  Before  the  Act  of  1849  the  law  enabled  you,  as  it  still  does, 
to  withhold  or  grant  a  certificate,  according  to  a  man's  conduct  as  a  trader 
generally  ? 

It  did. 

550.  Of  course  it  was  accompanied,  as  other  things  judicial  must  be,  with 
such  comments  as  you  thought  it  your  duty  to  make  ? 

Yes. 

551.  The  difference,  as  I  understand,  upon  the  question  now,  as  between  the 
additional  punishment,  if  it  be  one,  or  the  benefit,  if  it  be  a  boon,  which  operates 
upon  the  three  classes  of  certificates,  is  a  mere  question  of  degree  ? 

Yes,  it  is  a  question  of  degree. 

552.  Therefore,  leaving  that  as  we  find  it,  after  all  that  has  passed,  I  ask  you 
this,  whether,  in  your  administration  of  the  Bankrupt  Law  since  1849,  upon 
these  classes  of  certificates,  you  are  satisfied  with  the  law  as  it  stands  ? 

Not  precisely  as  it  stands,  but  generally  I  am  satisfied  with  it ;  I  think  there 
are  some  verbal  alterations  that  might  be  made. 

553.  You  are  in  favour  of  the  system,  are  you  not  ? 

Yes. 

554.  Will  you  state  your  objections  to  the  law  as  it  stands  ? 

First  making  the  classification  depend  entirely  upon  the  question  of  unavoid- 
able loss  or  misfortune:  I  should  take  the  general  terms  that  were  used  in 
previous  Statutes  with  reference  to  the  general  conduct  of  the  bankrupt  as  a 
trader. 

555.  That 
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655.  That  is  the  tendency  of  your  mind,  that  in  granting  a  certificate,  you        j.  s.  M. 
Tirould  have  before  you  the  question  of  what  class  it  should  be,  and  you  would    Frnkianfm,  S$q. 
look  to  the  whole  conduct  of  the  man,  not  simply  to  see  whether  he  was  to  have     ^,    ' — 
a  certificate,  but  if  you  came  to  the  conclusion  that  he  was  to  have  one,  what  *^  ^^^^ 

the  class  should  be  at  once  ? 

Yes ;  I  would  refer  the  class  to  his  total  conduct,  and  not  confine  it  to  the 
question  of  unavoidable  loss  or  misfortune. 

556.  And  yet  you  would  be  forced,  of  course,  to  grant  in  many  cases  a  certi- 
ficate, because  his  conduct  was  sufficient  to  entitle  him  to  it  as  a  trader,  and 
yet  you  would  grant  him  a  very  low  certificate  ? 

I  might  grant  him  a  very  low  certificate. 

557.  Therefore,  I  understand  yonr  opinion  to  be  in  favour  of  the  system  in 
general ;  but  you  think  that  the  terms  of  the  law  ought  to  be  altered  so  as  not 
to  be  confined  to  unavoidable  losses  and  misfortunes,  but  to  apply  to  the  conduct 
of  the  trader  generally  ? 

Yes,  generally. 

558.  Lord  Brougham  and  Vaux.']  Does  that  observation  apply  to  the  first 
class? 

Yes. 

559.  Then  what  do  you  suggest  as  an  expedient  alteration  of  the  terms  on 
which  a  first-class  certificate  should  be  granted  ? 

The  alteration  I  would  suggest  would  be,  to  revert  to  the  Statutes  previously 
to  the  ConsoUdation  Act,  and  adding,  that  the  Court  should  award  a  first  or 
second  class,  or  third  class,  according  to  his  conduct ;  that  the  Commissioner 
shall  examine  his  conduct  as  a  trader  generally,  and  award  him  a  certificate 
accordingly. 

560.  Do  you  consider  that  that  would  be  a  sufficient  direction  to  the  Court  in 
awarding  h^  certificate  without  further  specification  ? 

The  cases  arising  from  the  conduct  of  a  bankrupt  are  so  miscellaneous,  that 
I  think  it  next  to  impossible  to  try  them  by  any  standard ;  a  great  deal  must 
be  left  to  the  discretion  of  the  Court. 

561.  You  would  consider  a  first-class  man  a  man  having  no  blame  whatever  ? 
The  man  who  had  as  nearly  as  possible  no  blame  whatever. 

562.  The  second  would  be  a  person  not  blameless,  but  having  no  great 
blame? 

But  generally  meritorious. 

563.  And  the  third  a  person  who  had  considerable  blame  imputed  to  him  ? 
Yes ;  but  not  sufficient  to  warrant  the  total  withholding  of  a  certificate. 

564.  Do  you  consider  that  that  would  be  better  and  more  definite  in  respect 
to  those  who  were  to  judge  of  a  person's  conduct  after  he  had  obtained  his  cer- 
tificate? 

I  think  more  substantial  justice  would  be  obtained  by  that  mode  than  by 
fettering  the  discretion  with  the  particular  words  "  loss  or  misfortune." 

565.  And  you  do  not  think  that  that  would  give  a  more  definite  aspect  to  the 
certificate  in  the  eyes  of  the  credit-giving  part  of  the  commimity  ? 

A  more  definite  aspect  might  be  given,  but  at  the  expense  of  overlooking  other 
circumstances. 

566.  Chairman.^  Might  not  a  man  under  the  first  class,  as  it  stands,  become 
entitled,  so  that  you  coidd  not  refuse  him  a  first-class  certificate,  keeping  strictly 
within  the  Act  of  Parliament ;  for  you  have  first,  by  the  Act,  as  I  apprehend,  to 
decide  whether  the  man  is  to  have  a  certificate ;  you  decide  that  upon  his  con- 
duct under  his  bankruptcy,  having  regard  to  his  conduct  as  a  trader  as  well 
before  as  after  his  bankruptcy ;  you  then  come  to  exercise  your  power  under 
the  classes,  and  you  find  that  a  man  is  entitled  to  a  first-class  certificate  whose 
bankruptcy  has  been  wholly  occasioned  by  unavoidable  losses  and  misfortunes  ; 
now,  may  not  a  man  come  within  that  description,  of  whose  conduct  generally, 
though  you  cannot  refuse  him  a  certificate  generally,  and  although,  under  the 

(196.3.)  H  4  wordi 
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J.S.Jf.        words  of  the  Act,  he  is  entitled  to  a  first  class  certificate,  you  could  not 

FonUanque^Eiq.     approve? 

6th  May  1853.         ^^  ^^^h  a  case  T  should  suspend  the  certificate  of  the  first  class ;  his  bank- 

ruptcy  may  have  been  occasioned  by  unavoidable  losses  and  misfortunes,  but  he 

may  have  kept  his  books  so  negligently  as  to  cause  a  great  deal  of  difficulty  in 
ascertaining  the  true  state  of  his  affairs,  though  his  negUgence  had  not  been  of 
that  nature  as  to  bring  him  under  the  penal  clauses ;  in  such  a  case  I  should 
give  a  first-class  certificate,  with  suspension  for  the  bad  book-keeping, 

567.  Then  in  that  case  you  would  suspend  the  certificate  with  reference  to 
the  class  ? 

Yes. 

568.  Lord  Over6'tone.l  Do  you  think  that  it  would  be  safe  and  sufficient  if 
the  Act  declared  that  tne  Commissioners  should  grant  first-class  certificates  in 
all  cases  in  which,  in  their  judgment,  the  insolvency  could  be  said  to  have  arisen 
fairly  from  misfortune,  and  second-class  certificates  in  those  cases  in  which  they 
considered  that  the  insolvency  had  arisen  partly  from  misfortune,  but  accom- 
panied with  some  degree  of  indiscretion  and  misconduct,  and  third-class  certi- 
ficates in  those  cases  in  which  they  believed  and  considered  that  the  insolvency 
had  arisen  entirely  from  indiscretion  and  misconduct  on  the  part  of  the  insol- 
vent? 

No ;  I  think  a  third-class  certificate  under  those  terms  would  be  a  severe 
punishment,  and  it  would  carry  with  it  a  direct  censure. 

569.  Lord  Brougham  and  Vaux\]  Would  not  yom*  plan  result  in  this,  that 
there  would  be  three  classes,  the  first  blameless,  the  second  blameable,  and  the 
third  more  blameable,  and  nothing  more  specific  ? 

I  would  rather  put  it  in  a  different  form ;  I  would  rather  put  it,  meritorious, 
more  meritorious,  and  most  meritorious. 

570.  Earl  of  Han^owby.]  Do  you  consider  the  third-class  certificate  meri- 
torious? 

I  think  unless  a  man  has  a  certain  degree  of  merit,  he  ought  not  to  have  a 
certificate  at  all. 

571.  You  consider  it  actually  meritorious,  and  that  a  man  deserves  compas- 
sion for  getting  a  third-class  certificate  ? 

I  cannot  consider  bankruptcy  meritorious ;  the  mere  fact  of  bankruptcy  is  not 
meritorious. 

572.  Lord  Brougham  and  Vatix.l  You  do  not  like  my  description.  Instead  of 
*'  blameless,  blameable,  and  more  blameable,"  how  would  "  blameless,  not 
without  blame,  and  less  without  blame,"  do  ? 

I  would  prefer  saying,  first,  second  and  third  class,  as  determined  by  the 
general  conduct  of  the  trader. 

573.  My  question  had  reference  to  your  own  view  of  the  alteration  that  you 
propose,  and  the  result  of  that  alteration  ;  do  you  consider  that  it  is  better  to 
have  no  specification ;  would  not  the  result  of  that  be,  according  to  your  own 
view,  that  the  first  class  would  be  a  certificate  that  the  party  was  without  blame ; 
the  second,  that  the  party  was  not  without  blame ;  and  the  third,  that  he  was 
not  without  considerable  blame  ? 

I  cannot  exactly  come  to  that ;  I  have  stated  that  there  are  cases  in  which  a 
man  may  deserve  a  first-class  certificate,  and  yet  some  degree  of  blame  may  be 
attached  to  him. 

574.  Chairman']  I  will  call  your  attention  to  the  clause  as  it  stands  in  the 
BiU  which  the  Committee  are  considering :  it  proposes  to  enact,  that  the  terms 
in  Schedule  Z.  in  the  Bankruptcy  Law  shall  be  preserved,  omitting  the  words> 
**  Designating  the  certificate  of  the  first,  second  and  third  class,  as  the  case  may 
be."  But  in  any  particular  case  the  Commissioner  who  shall  award  such  certi- 
ficate, if  he  shaU,  upon  his  own  motion,  think  the  bankrupt  highly  meritorious^ 
may  add  thereto  the  following  words :  ^*  And  I  further  certify  my  approbation 
of  the  manner  in  which  the  said  bankrupt  has  conducted  his  business."  If  this 
were  adopted,  a  man  would  stand  upon  his  certificate,  as  to  whether  he  had 
imdergone  the  ordeal  of  an  examination  in  bankruptcy  or  not  upon  a  common 
certificate ;  but  if  the  Commissioner  thought  of  his  own  motion,  after  the  whole 

question 
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question  was  before  him,  that  the  man  was  meritorious,  he  would  be  entitled  to         J.  s.  H. 
say  so ;  so  that  the  man  would  go  out  with  a  character  of  merit  when  entitled  to    Ff^^^^-a^q^ic,  Esq. 
it;  and  when  he  went  out  without  it,  he  would  stand  simply  as  every  other     ^^jj  ^^g-^ 
bankrupt  did  before,  who  went  without  any  commendation  as  a  mere  common 
bankrupt ;  would  tlmt  meet  your  view  ? 

No,  I  do  not  think  it  would ;  because  that  express  power  of  approbation 
appears  to  negative  any  unfavourable  comment  by  the  Court. 

575.  It  is  not  a  question  of  comment  in  granting  a  certificate.  If  the  classes 
were  got  rid  of  to-morrow,  you  are  just  as  much  at  liberty  in  granting  a  certifi- 
cate with  suspension,  or  on  condition,  to  state  your  reasons,  as  you  would  be  if 
there  were  classes  ? 

I  think  it  is  better  as  it  stands. 

576.  Do  you  think  that  this  would  not  be  sufficient  ? 
1  do  not  think  that  it  would  be  an  improvement. 

577.  Lord  Brougham  and  VanxJ]  Do  you  think  that  you  could  grant  a  certi- 
ficate in  these  words :  "  I  further  certify  my  approbation  of  the  manner  in  which 
the  said  bankrupt  has  conducted  his  business,**  with  the  most  thorough  know- 
ledge of  the  nature  of  that  business,  and  everything  respecting  it  ? 

It  would  require  very  rigid  sifting  before  I  shoidd  feel  warranted  in  granting 
such  a  certificate. 

578.  Lord  Beaumont.']  You  stated,  that  you  sometimes  now  give  a  third-class 
certificate  to  a  man  in  a  case  where,  if  there  was  no  classification,  you  would 
refuse  a  certificate  altogether  ? 

Yes. 

579.  Now,  will  you  state  to  the  Committee  upon  what  principles  you  confer 
upon  a  man  now  a  third-class  certificate,  which  you  say  is  a  boon  (and  the  man 
must  be  meritorious  to  acquire  it)  on  whom,  if  there  was  no  classification,  you 
would  inflict  punishment  by  withholding  the  certificate  altogether  ? 

Because  it  would  be  in  those  cases  in  which  the  scale  vibrates  so  nicely 
between  guilty  and  not  guilty,  that  I  feel  myself  authorized,  as  the  Judges  of 
other  Courts  do,  to  throw  mercy  into  one  scale,  rather  than  punishment  into  the 
other. 

580.  Then,  in  the  present  case  you  reward  a  man  whom,  without  classification, 
you  would  punish  ? 

That  would  be  the  consequence. 

581.  Why  in  the  other  case  should  you  not  show  mercy  just  as  much  as  you 
do  under  the  classes,  by  granting  him  a  certificate  ? 

Because  a  third-class  certificate,  with  a  long  suspension,  comes  very  nearly  to 
a  refusal. 

582.  Lord  Overst&ne.']  Do  the  words  "  reward,  and  punishment,  and  mercy,** 
contained  in  some  of  the  preceding  questions,  correctly  represent  your  view  and 
feeling  upon  the  subject  ? 

It  is  a  very  lai^  question,  and  I  am  afraid,  if  I  were  to  answer  it  fully,  it 
would  be  a  book ;  I  u^  those  words  according  to  ordinary  parlance,  without 

f)ing  very  strictly  into  their  meaning ;  if  I  were  going  strictly  into  their  meaning, 
should  be  obliged  to  say  that  mercy  was  always  injustice. 

583.  Lord  Beaumont.']  Have  you  any  means  of  knowing  whether  or  not  the 
commercial  world  do  not  consider  the  third-class  certificate  rather  in  the  nature 
of  a  punishment  for  recklessness,  than  as  a  reward  for  merit  ? 

I  think  they  rather  do. 

584.  Is  it  not  in  the  general  view  of  the  case  much  more  important  what  the 
commercial  world  think  of  the  effect  of  the  third-class  certificate,  than  the  actual 
definition  that  is  given  to  it  ? 

Much  more. 

The  Witness  is  directed  to  withdraw. 
(196.8.)  I  EDWARD 
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E.  Hoko^,  Esq.  EDWARD  HOLROYD,  Esquire,  is  called  in,  and  examined  as  follo.ws : 

6tfa  Mi^  1853.         585.  Lord  Brougham  and  Vaux.l  YOU  were  one  of  the  original  Ciommissiomrs 

of  Bankruptcy,  were  you  not  ? 

Yes. 

686.  In  1832? 
Yes. 


587.  Had  you  been  a  Commis^ona:  before  ? 
A  ifew  years  before. 


588.  How  many  years  ? 
Between  three  and  four  years. 

589.  'Have  you  had  occasion  to  consider  the  classification  of  certificates,  both 
in  its  tendency  and  in  its  actual  working  since  1849  ? 

Yes,  I  have. 

590.  What  is  your  opinion  upon  the  change  introduced  into  the  practice  in 
Bankruptcy  ? 

My  opinion  is  partly  in  favour  of  the  classification,  but  not  wholly  so.  I  think 
it  would  be  beneficial  to  make  an  alteration,  by  having  two  classes,  instead  of 
three  classes.  I  beUeve  that  a  third-class  certificate  is  looked  upon  as  a  great 
stigma,  whether  rightly  or  wrongly  seems  to  me  to  be  immaterial ;  but  being  so 
regarded,  I  think  it  is  an  evil,  because  this  stigma  is  even  more  enduring  than 
the  punishment  by  way  of  suspension  of  the  certificate  was  intended  to  be  ;  the 
term  '^  suspension  "  implies  a  lasting  only  for  a  Umited  time ;  but  the  class  of  the 
certificate,  which  is  both  advertised  in  the  Gazette  and  is  upon  the  certificate 
itself,  is  perpetuated.  I  think,  however,  it  is  good  policy  to  cUstinguish  between 
a  highly  meritorious  trader  who  has  become  bankrupt,  and  a  bankrupt  who  is 
not  so  deserving  of  merit ;  I  think  herein  advantages  arise  both  to  the  commer- 
cial world,  and  in  many  cases  to  the  bankrupt  himself.  I  remember  two  or 
three  instances  myself  of  traders,  who,  having  had  first-class  certificates  granted 
to  them,  succeeded  forthwith  in  obtaining  credit  again  in  the  commercial  world ; 
and  they  attributed  their  immediate  success  to  having  obtained  first-class  certi- 
ficates. As  to  the  form  of  certificate,  I  think  it  would  answer  every  purpose 
to  distinguish  the  meritorious  trader  by  saying,  that  when  it  appeared  that  the 
conduct  of  the  bankrupt  had  been  highly  meritorious,  a  certificate  should  be 
given  to  him  of  the  first  class,  and  in  other  cases  the  certificate,  when  granted, 
should  be  a  common  certificate,  or  of  the  second  class.  Punishment,  so  far  as  a 
judgment  on  the  certificate  can  be  so  considered,  should  be  awarded  either  by 
the  refusal  or  suspension  or  adjournment  of  the  certificate ;  the  class  should 
not,  I  think,  be  a  measure  of  punishment. 

591.  Does  not  it  appear  to  you,  that  if,  instead  of  three,  there  were  only  two 
classes,  the  same  result  would  follow  with  respect  to  the  penal  eflFect,  inasmuch 
as  the  fact  of  not  having  gained  a  first,  but  only  a  second-class  certificate,  would 
be  regarded  as  a  stigma  1 

No,  for  this  reason  ;  I  think  that  the  second  class  is  not  regarded  as  a  stigma ; 
I  think  the'third  is  looked  upon  as  a  direct  stigma,  but  not  the  second ;  I  think 
the  second  is  looked  upon  more  as  designating  a  trader  who  cannot  say  that 
his  commercial  life  has  been  entirely  blameless ;  but  still  such  a  man  is  not 
regarded  as  a  trader  who  should  be  refiised  to  be  trusted ;  if  he  has  not  the  same 
merit  as  others  may  have,  he  is  not  marked  to  be  avoided. 

592.  Does  not  it  strike  you,  that  what  you  have  now  mentioned  as  to  the 
second-class  certificate  not  producing  that  eflFect  may  be  very  much  owing  to 
there  being  a  third  below  it.     A  person  who  has  a  second  is  able  to  say,  "  Thoagh 
I  did  not  get  a  first,  I  did  not  get  a  third ;"  but  if  there  were  no  third,  the  not  ♦ 
getting  the  first  would  be  reckoned  a  stigma  ? 

It  is  difficult  to  prejudge  what  may  be  the  eflFect  of  abolishing  the  third  class, 
but  I  do  not  think  it  would  have  that  operation ;  I  think  the  two  classes  would 
be  looked  upon  as  making  the  distinction  between  the  unfortunate  man  of  great 
merit  and  the  man  of  ordinary  or  no  particular  merit. 

593.  Chairman.']  Have  you  seen  the  clause  in  the  Bill  ? 
Yes. 

694.  That 
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594.  That  has  the  same  tendency  with  your  observation,  with  this  diflFerence,     E.  Hoh-ot^d,  Esq. 

that  it  allows  what  you  may  call  a  certificate  of  merit,  and  it  leaves  the  other  

man  without  any  class ;  and  I  understand  your  proposition  to  be,  that  those     6th  May  1853. 
which  do  not  faQ  within  the  first,  should  form  a  second  class  ? 

I  should  distinguish  them  in  that  way.  I  think  the  clause  would  do  very 
well,  if  it  were  added  that  the  highly  meritorious  trader  should  have  a  certi- 
finte  awarded  to  him,  say  of  the  first  class. 

695.  Otherwise  he  should  have  an  ordinary  certificate  r 
Yes ;  which  should  be  deemed  as  one  of  the  second  class. 

596.  Lord  Brougham  and  F^ar.]  Do  you  consider  that  it  would  be  sufficiei^t 
(you  being  favourable  to  classification),  to  abolish  the  third-class  certificate,  and 
to  have  every  other  certificate  the  same,  only  adding  a  certificate  of  merit  over 
tond  abo^ne  to  some  of  them  ? 

The  first  class  should  be  a  certificate  of  merit,  and  the  second  class  should  be 
an  ordinary  certificate ;  and  I  would  make  it  imperative,  instead  of  leaving  it  to 
the  option  of  the  Court,  to  say  the  one  or  the  other. 

a97.  It  is  classification  with  two,  instead  of  three  classes  ? — 

.598.  Earl  of  Harrowby.']  With  regard  to  those  who  get  a  third-class  cer- 
tificate now,  you  would  generally  refuse  a  certificate  at  aH  to  them  ? 
No. 

599.  Do  not  many  obtain  a  third-class  certificate  now  who  are  very  nearly 
getting  no  class  at  all  ? 

I  think  not.  A  third-class  certificate  may  be  looked  upon  by  some  as  the 
Bext  thing  above  the  suspension  of  a  certificate ;  but  I  consider  the  question  of 
certificate  independently  of  the  class. 

600.  Are  you  of  opinion  that  a  third-class  certificate  is  often  given  where, 
pertiaps,  the  justice  of  the  case  would  be  fully  served  by  the  cer^cate  being 
entiKly  refosed  ? 

I  tfamk  not.  I  feel  bound  by  the  Act  to  decide  first  whether  the  party  be 
entitled  to  a  certificate  or  riot,  independently  of  any  class  whatever. 

601 .  You  allow  of  no  gradations  of  merit,  except  to  just  above  that  ? 

In  the  alterations  I  propose  I  should  put  it  thus  :  make  one  class  a  certificate 
wi  merit,  and  tiie  other  the  ordinary  class ;  considering  the  classes  not  with  a 
view  to  punishmait — ^not  as  intended  to  punish  or  to  cast  a  stigma :  perhaps 
they  were  not,  under  the  present  Act,  intended  to  be  so :  still  the  third-class 
certificate  has  tbat  eflbct^ 

602.  Chairrmm,]  You  heard  the  questions  that  were  addressed  to  Mr.  Com- 
fiodsBi<»i»  Fonblanque  as  to  what  you  have  just  observed  upon ;  I  understand 
you  to  say  that  in  forming  your  opinion  as  to  the  conduct  of  the  trader,  you 
&PBt  decide  tlie  abstract  question  whether  he  is  entitled  to  a  certificate  at  all  ? 

Yes. 

603.  And  then,  having  decided  that,  if  you  give  him  a  certificate,  you 
eonsider,  under  the  terms  of  Schedule  Z.,  whether  he  is  entitled  to  a  particular 
dafis? 

Yes. 

604.  Lord  Overstone.']  Do  you  ever  grant  a  certificate,  in  any  class.  In  a  case 
whidi  is  at  all  tinctured  with  fraud ;  or  is  it  the  invariable  rule  that  a  certificate 
is  nev)^  granted  of  any  class  in  a  case  where  there  has  been  fraud  ? 

There  are  certain  frauds  mentioned  in  the  Act,  which,  if  committed,  the  Com- 
missioners  are  prohibited  from  granting  any  certificate  at  all. 

605.  Are  there  any  other  classes  or  forms  of  fraud  to  which,  nevertheless,  a 
certificate  oi  the  third  class  is  granted  ? 

*  L  think  that  question  depends  upon  the  construction  of  the  Act  of  Par- 
liament. 

606.  What  is  die  practical  course  of  tiie  Court  ? 

It  is  to  -punish  for  all  fraud,  either  under  the  direct  provisions  of  the  Act  of 
Parliament,  or  under  the  general  power  given  to  the  Commissioners,  having 
regard  to  the  conduct  of  the  bankrupt  as  a  trader. 

(196.3.)  12  607.    In 
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.E  Hotroyd,  Esq.       607-  In  administering  the  Act  of  Parliament,  do  you  consider  that  you  are 

precluded  from  granting  a  certificate  of  any  kind  in  a  case  which  is  in  any 

fith  May  i853>     degree  tinctured  with  fraud  ? 

I  should  think  it  my  duty  to  suspend  the  certificate  in  a  case  of  frtiud,  even 
if  it  did  not  come  within  the  particular  class  of  frauds  mentioned  in  the  Act. 

608.  The  question  is,  whether  the  certificate  is  in  any  case,  and  at  any  period, 
granted  by  you  in  cases  that  are  in  any  way  tinctured  with  fraud  ? 

After  the  expiration  of  the  term  of  suspension  a  certificate  is  granted. 

609.  Therefore  there  are  persons  who  obtain  certificates,  though  their  proceed- 
ings have  been  tinctured  with  fraud  ? 

If  they  do  not  come  within  the  prohibitory  clause  of  the  Act. 

610-1 1.  Earl  of  Harrowby.']    In  dealing  with  the  trader  who  has  got  a  cer- 
tificate, you  are  not  secure  that  fraud  has  not  tainted  his  previous  transactions  ? 
You  cannot  be  sure  of  that. 

612.  Lord  Overstone.']  Is  a  certificate  in  any  case  finally  refused  to  parties 
where  their  conduct,  however  censurable  in  other  respects,  has  been  perfectly 
free  from  fraud  ? 

As  at  present  advised,  I  should  say  not,  except  gaming,  wagering  and  stock- 
jobbing, provided  for  by  the  Consolidation  Act,  section  201. 

613.  For  the  final  withholding  of  the  certificate,  you  think,  do  you  not,  that 
fraud  in  some  degree  is  necessary  ? 

Yes,  I  think  so,  generally. 

614.  Amongst  the  cases  to  which  certificates  are  granted,  there  is  an  endless 
gradation  of  (hfFerence  in  the  conduct  of  insolvents,  is  there  not  ? 

Yes. 

615.  If  you  diminish  the  power  of  expressing  the  estimate  of  those  differences 
by  means  of  diminishing  the  number  of  certificates,  will  not  that  necessarily 
lead  the  Commissioners  to  a  more  free  use  of  their  comments  upon  the  character 
of  the  parties,  and  their  power  of  suspending  the  certificate  ? 

That  is  a  question  which  I  cannot  very  well  answer. 

616.  Would  it  have  that  effect  upon  yourself? 

I  cannot  answer  what  effects  may  be  produced  upon  the  mind  of  the  Judge 
by  such  a  state  of  circumstances  without  hearing  the  arguments  pro  and  con. 

617.  Is  it  not  necessary,  for  the  purpose  of  deciding  upon  the  expediency  of 
altering  the  classification  of  certificates,  to  form  some  reasonable  judgment  as  to 
what  wiU  be  the  effect  of  such  alteration  upon  the  conduct  of  the  Judges  ? 

I  think  that  is  a  question  for  the  Legislature ;  I  should  feel  bound  to  act 
according  to  the  law..  If  I  am  asked  my  opinion  of  the  law,  I  giTc  it  upon  the 
best  judgment  I  can  exercise,  as  to  whether  it  is  beneficial  or  not  to  the  com- 
mercial interests. 

618.  Lord  Brougham  and  Vaux.']  There  are  two  causes,  are  there  not,  for  the 
Judge  to  pursue,  in  exercising  his  discretion  ;  the  one  is,  to  choose  the  class  of 
certificate,  and  the  other  is,  regard  being  had  to  the  conduct  of  the  trader,  td 
suspend  for  a  certain  time  the  granting  of  the  certificate  ? 

Yes. 

619.  Supposing  the  first  of  these  discretions  were  taken  away  by  the  classifica- 
tion being  aboUshed,  do  you  not  think  that  a  greater  use  would  be  made  of  the 
other  discretion  by  the  same  Judge  ? 

I  think  not  j  I  can  only  answer  for  myself;  I  should  endeavour  to  be  guided 
by  the  Act. 

620.  The  question  refers  to  those  cases  in  which  the  Act  of  Parliament  does 
not  specify  the  course  to  be  pursued,  but  leaves  it  to  the  discretion  of  the  Judge  ? 

As  to  the  conduct  of  the  trade. 

621.  Supposing  you  could  not  mark  your  sense  of  the  conduct  of  the  trader 
by  the  class  of  certificate  which  you  granted  him,  should  you  not  be  disposed  to 
mark  that  sense  by  suspending  or  by  not  suspending  the  certificate  ? 

I  should  not  myself. 

622.  Chairman.'] 
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622.  Chairman.]  You  would  act  according  to  the  law  ?                                         E.  Holroyd,  Esq 
Yes ;  I  should  consider  whether  the  bankrupt  was  entitled  to  a  certificate  or  

not  before  I  considered  the  class.  6ih  Way  1853. 

623.  Lord  Brovgham  and  Vaux.']  The  law  says  that  he  is  not  to  have  a  cer- 
tificate  if  he  has  done  certain  things  ;  but  it  says  that  he  is  to  have  his  certificate 
suspended  at  the  discretion  of  the  Judge  if  the  Judge  is  not  satisfied  with  his 
general  conduct  as  a  trader  ? 

Yes. 

624.  That  is  general  discretion,  is  it  not  ? 
Yes. 

625.  Should  you  not  exercise  that  general  dircretion  more  fi^om  your  not 
having  the  power  of  marking  your  sense  of  his  conduct  by  the  class  of  the  cer- 
tificate that  you  give  him  ? 

No,  I  think  not. 

626.  Chairman.']  You  stated,  did  you  not,  that  you  first  of  all  look  to  see 
whether  a  man  is  entitled  to  a  certificate  according  to  law,  and  upon  your  judg- 
ment of  the  facts  ? 

Yes ;  I  do  not  bring  the  other  before  my  mind  at  all. 

627.  When  you  have  made  up  your  mind  upon  that,  supposing  the  classes  to 
be  entirely  abolished,  you  would  then,  I  take  it  for  granted,  consider  whether 
it  was  your  duty  to  grant  a  certificate  with  a  suspending  clause  or  not  ? 

Yes. 

628.  According  to  the  discretion  given  to  you  by  the  Act  ? 
Yes. 

629.  You  would  not  be  more  or  less  regulated  by  the  Act  by  the  existence  or 
non-existence  of  the  classification  of  certificates  ? 

So  far  as  I  can  judge  of  myself,  I  should  say  certainly  not. 

630.  Lord  Brougham  and  Vaux.'\  Take  the  case  in  which  you  would  grant  at 
present  a  third-class  certificate  ;  the  trader  has  been  guilty  of  some  gross  im- 
prudence in  the  management  of  his  a£Eisdrs,  and  great  extravagance  in  Ins  private 
expenditure ;  do  you  not  consider,  supposing  you  had  not  the  power  of  marking 
your  sense  of  it  by  giving  him  a  third-class  certificate,  but  you  must  either  give 
him  a  certificate  or  none  at  all,  that  you  would  be  disposed  to  mark  your  sense 
of  his  misconduct,  or  imprudence,  or  extravagance,  by  suspending  his  certi- 
ficate? 

I  have  said  before,  so  far  as  I  can  judge  of  my  own  line  of  conduct,  I  should 
say  not ;  I  should  consider  his  conduct  independently  of  the  classes  of  certificate 
altogether. 

631.  Suppose  a  man  guilty  of  gross  imprudence  and  great  extravagance, 
should  you  not  suspend  his  certificate  upon  tiiat  ground  ? 

Yes,  I  certainly  should. 

632.  In  a  case  where  a  man  had  been  guilty  of  imprudent  speculation  and 
extravagant  private  expenditure,  should  you  not,  on  those  grounds,  be  disposed 
to  suspend  his  certificate  ? 

I  should  now,  and  I  should  if  there  were  no  classes. 

633.  Lord  Beaumont.]  In  a  matter  in  which  there  are  various  gradations,  and 
a  great  many  different  steps  in  merit  and  in  demerit,  is  it  not  necessary  to  have 
a  scale  of  rewards  and  of  punishments  ? 

Yes ;  if  you  could  regulate  it  according  to  mere  merit,  it  might  be  desirable 
to  do  so ;  but  as  I  do  not  think  it  can  be,  I  think  we  must  see  what  is  most  for 
the  general  benefit ;  I  think  there  is  a  practical  difficulty. 

634.  Theoretically,  you  consider  that  that  is  the  way  to  mete  out  justice  ? 
Yes,  I  should  say  so;   I  particularly  wish,  however,  that  the  punishment 

should  not  be  perpetuated  to  a  man ;  that  there  should  not  be  carri^  upon  the 
certificate  that  which  lasts  through  his  life,  when  you  may  otherwise  punish 
him,  and  when  the  law  intends  that  the  punishment  should  be  for  a  certain 
limited  time  only. 
(196.8.)  13  635.  Earl 
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£.  Hokoyd^  Esq, 
6th  May  1853. 


635.  Earl  of  Harrowby.']  Would  not  that  apply  to  an  uncertificated  bank- 
rupt too  ? 

No  doubt,  if  he  has  been  so  dishonest  as  not  to  have  a  certificate  at  all ;  thai; 
is  a  state  of  circumstances  which  we  cannot  deal  with. 

636.  Then  the  punishment  survives,  and  sticks  to  him  all  his  life  ? 

Yes ;  we  cannot  help  that ;  we  are  considering  cases  in  which  the  certificate 
is  granted  either  forthwith,  or  after  a  suspension. 

637.  Do  you  conceive  that  the  system  of  certificates  is  intended  to  be  in  any 
degree  a  guide  to  commercial  men  in  trusting  a  man  who  has  once  been  a 
bankrupt  ? 

From  what  I  understand,  they  are  looked  upon  in  some  respects  in  that  light ; 
if  a  man  gets  a  first-class  certificate,  he  goes  into  the  commercial  world,  and  he 
meets  vnth  no  difficulty  in  getting  credit  again ;  if  he  went  into  the  world  with 
a  third-class  certificate,  he  would  find  a  very  great  difficulty. 

638.  You  do  not  think  it  advisable  that  there  should  be  that  sort  of  guide  to 
comm^cial  men  in  trusting  another  who  has  been  a  bankrupt  which  now 
exists  in  the  distinction  between  the  second  and  third-class  certificates,  and  that 
all  those  who  have  not  distinguished  themselves  by  a  peculiar  merit,  should  be 
classed  in  a  liunp  ? 

I  think  so,  for  this  reason,  I  think  there  is  a  practical  difficulty  in  carrying 
the  distinction  further,  without  producing  a  mischief  not  intended.  As  I  have 
before  observed,  the  class  in  some  cases  becomes  a  pimishment,  laying  top 
lasting  a  stigma  upon  the  bankrupt. 

639.  Chairman.]  Are  you  aware  that  one  of  your  brother  Commissioners  con- 
siders that  the  third-class  certificate  is  no  stigma  and  no  slur,  and  that,  speak- 
ing generally,  any  man  is  only  entitled  to  a  common  certificate,  which  he  calls 
a  th&d-class  certificate  ? 

Yes,  I  have  heard  that. 

^0.  And  that,  I  understand,  is  an  opinion  in  which  you  do  not  concur  ? 

No,  though  1  have  no  doubt  there  are  many  bankrupts  who  have  little  or  no 
ioeling  as  to  the  class  of  certificate ;  but  that  is  not  so  vdth  others,  or  with  the 
eoBUDMroial  world. 


The  Witness  is  directed  to  withdraw. 


E.  QauWum,  £tq,        EDWARD  GOULBURN,  Esquire,  is  called  in,  and  examined  as  follows : 

*641.  Lord  Brougham  and  Faux.]  HOW  long  have  you  been  a  Commis- 
sioner ? 

I  have  been  a  Commissioner  since  the  year  1842,  11  years. 

642.  Were  you  a  Commissioner  of  Bankruptcy  under  the  old  system  ? 

Yes,  I  was,  for  12  years ;  Mr.  Commissioner  Holroyd  succeeded  me  in  the 
ninth  list.  I  have  been,  altogether,  a  Commissioner  in  Bankruptcy  about  24 
years. 

643.  Have  you  had  occasion  to  consider,  since  you  came  to  the  new  Court  of 
Bankruptcy,  the  classification  introduced  in  1849  ? 

Yes,  I  have. 

644.  What  is  your  opinion  upon  that ;  is  it  favourable  or  unfavourable  ? 
Upon  the  whole,  favourable.     I  could  wish  rather  that  the  classification  were 

enacted  in  the  Act  itself,  and  not  brought  in  (as  it  is  in  the  Act  of  1849)  in  the 
Schedule.  I  should  also  wirfi  that  the  word  "  unavoidable''  connected  with 
"  loss  and  misfortune,"  were  struck  out.  That  word  ^^  unavoidable"  has  fire- 
quently  put  me  under  very  great  difficulties ;  and  I  believe  if  I  had  had  to  give  a 
Ertrict  interpretation  to  that  word,  the  first-class  certificates  in  my  Com*t  would 
have  been  few ;  as  it  is,  they  are  not  of  firequent  occurrence ;  but  they  would 
have  been  still  fewer,  imless  I  had  been  obliged  to  relax  the  meaning  of  that 
word  ^  unavoidable."     I  think  the  v^rords  "  loss  or  misfortune  '*  would  effect  the 

object 
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object  wbicli  the  L^dature  had  m  view,  without  jnittixig  the  Court  in  such  a   ^*  GwUumf  Em^ 
positian.     But  I  think  the  mode  suggested  by  one  of  your  Lordships,  of  applying .   ^      ' — 
the  enactment  of  three  classes  to  the  general  conduct  of  the  trader,  would  be  *^  ^^^ 

more  bei^eial  than  confining  it  as  it  now  stands.  It  woukl  be  better  to  give 
the  Commissioners  the  power  of  awarding  a  certificate,  either  of  the  first,  second 
or  third  class,  with  reference  to  the  conduct  of  the  trader.  I  think  this  would 
be  better  than  tying  it  down  precisely  to  the  words  as  it  is  now,  ^^  ui»v(HdaMe 
loBSf  or  misfortune,''  which,  I  repeat,  often  place  the  Court  ina difficulty.  I  must 
tfamk  liiat  two  cfesses  would  not  satisfy  quite  the  great  difference  there  is  in  the 
cases  which  come  bdfore  our  Court,  and  wMdi  are  as  widely  apart  in  their  dr- 
cumstances  as  it  is  possiUe  well  to  imagine.  Perhaps  I  might  be  permitted,  if 
it  would  not  be  taking  up  too  much  of  your  L(»:dships'  time,  to  illustrate  this 
great  difference  which  exists  by  mentioning  two  cases,  in  one  of  which  I  awarded 
a  first-^slass  certificate  a  very  few  days  sinoe,  three  days  ago,  I  think ;  and  one 
other  that  I  will  take,  because  it  has  happened  to  be  mentioned  l]^  a  noble 
Lord  this  morning — I  mean  the  case  of  a  man  of  the  name  of  Haanam.  The 
former  of  these  cases,  to  which  I  will  presently  refer,  is  that  of  Williams  & 
Marchant,  the  certificate  in  which  was  adjudicated  on  a  few  days  ago.  In 
that  case  I  awarded  in  terms  of  strong  commendation  a  first-class  certificate, 
and  I  am  about  to  state  the  grounds  of  my  so  doing.  The  other  case  was  the 
case  which  Lord  Brougham  alluded  to,  and  which  was  mentioned  in  a  letter 
firora  some  gentleman  to  his  Lordship,  that  was  adjudicated  upon  a  very  short 
time  «inoe,  and  I  believe  the  period  for  appealing  agamst  my  decision  has  passed 
by.  In  this  latter  case  of  Hannam  I  awarded  a  suspension  of  12  months,  and 
I  refused  protection  during  three  months,  and  at  the  end  of  that  time  1  awarded 
only  a  third-class  certificate :  I  will  teike  the  Uberty  of  exemplifying  the  great  dif- 
fer^ice  between  cases  of  this  kind,  by  narrating  shortly  the  facts  of  those  two : 
the  first  case  which  I  advert  to,'  and  which  happened  a  few  days  since,  was.  that 
of  Williams  &  Marchant ;  they  were  railway  contractors ;  persons  who  had  begun 
with  a  lai^  capital  of  their  own,  and  who  had  maintained  a  most  upright 
character,  and  perfectly  without  reproach ;  they  had  entered  into  a  large  contract 
to  do  work  upon  the  tunnel  of  a  railway  that  was  extending  vastly  its  concerns  ; 
1  do  not  at  the  moment  call  to  mind  the  name  of  it ;  but  the  railway  company 
could  not  go  on,  and  fulfil  their  part  of  the  contract,  by  furnishing  the  contractors 
with  the  funds  from  time  to  time  to  go  on  with  the  work,  and  the  works  were  in 
consequence  stopped ;  all  the  plant,  comprising  property  of  large  amount, 
belonged  to  the  bankrupts  ;  they  had  expended  all  their  capital  and  their  ready 
money  upon  that  plant  and  those  works.  The  railway  company  not  only  stopped 
the  work  when  they  were  unable  to  supply  the  funds  (which  they  had  agreed  to 
do)  to  go  on  with  it,  but  they  seized  upon  all  the  plant,  and  all  the  other  property 
of  the  contractors,  and  took  forciWe  posses«ian  of  it  by  means  of  a  sort  of  army 
of  sev«:ul  hundreck  of  men,  called  navvies,  whom  they  collected  and  brought 
down  for  the  jmrpose.  The  contractors,  and  their  creditors,  came  to  the  Court ; 
^siej  found  that  they  had  no  other  resource,  and  they  petitioned  for  an  adjudi- 
cation in  bankruptcy.  The  messenger  of  the  Court  went  down,  armed  with  the 
warrant  of  the  Coinrt,  and  did  contrive  to  get  possession  of  part  of  the  property, 
but  he  was  turned  out  again  by  a  large  force.  The  subject  was  discussed  as  one 
of  contempt  of  Court ;  I  granted  a  rule  to  show  cause  why  the  leaders  in  this 
outrage  should  not  be  committed;  and  the  parties  very  narrowly  escaped 
commitment.  When  they  came  to  choose  assignees  under  the  bankruptcy,  this 
lailway  company  procured  a  man  in  London,  an  agent,  as  he  called  himself,  to 
swear  that  ttie  bankrupts  were  indebted  to  the  company  in  a  sum  of  about 
7,000/.  and  upwards  ;  they  claimed  to  put  this  proof  upon  the  proceedings,  and 
Igr  virtue  of  that  proof,  to  have  the  entire  control  and  choice  of  the  assignees, 
and  thereby,  in  effect,  to  preclude  the  bankrupts  from  any  vaUd  dispute  of  their 
daim ;  I  would  not  permit  that  to  be  done ;  1  allowed  a  claim  only  to  be  entered, 
but  I  would  not  postpone  the  choice  of  the  assignees.  As  far  as  I  coidd  inquire 
into  it  at  4he  moment,  it  appeared  to  me  that  they  had  no  debt.  The  Company 
went  to  the  Lords  Jij^tices,  wk)  referred  it  back  to  me  ;  their  Lordships  would 
not  interfere  with  my  dedsicm  as  to  the  choice  of  assignees ;  but  requested 
I  would  take  an  account  between  the  parties,  and  find  what  sum,  if  any,  the 
bankrimte  owed  tibe  company ;  I  made  the  inquiry  at  great  l^igtfa,  and  much 
eost  The  assignees,  though  they  had  no  fimds  in  hand,  yet  thou^  it  their 
duty  to  codxtest  tile  mattur  to  f^  utmost,  I  fomd  that  tbere'wasnodebt  whatever 
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E.  (hulbunt,  Esq.  owing  to  the  wdlway  company,  but  I  did  not  go  on  to  take  an  account  of  what 

was  owing  on  the  other  side,  because  it  was  not  referred  to  me ;  all  I  had  to  do 

6 A  May  1853.     ^^^  ^  ascertain  and  report  if  they  had  any  ground  to  put  their  claim,  or  the 
proof,  upon  the  proceedings.    They  again  went  to  the  Lords  Justices;  and 
ultimately  a  reference  was  made  to   Sir  William  Cubitt;    and   after    every 
possible  discussion  before  that  gentleman,  he  determined  that  the  railway 
company  owed  those  contractors  20,000  /.,  independently  of  all  the  damage  and 
loss  the  latter  had  sustained  by  non-fulfilment  of  the  contract,  and  tl^erefore  the 
claim  for  7,000  /.  was  struck  out ;   and  20,000 1,  was  the  balance  which  the 
railway  company  had  to  pay,  and  did  pay  to  the  estate,  and  the  men  then  paid 
every  creditor  20  s.  in  the  pound ;  and  I  am  happy  to  say  they  will  have  a  surplus 
of  about  6,000  /.  or  7,000  /.  of  their  own.     Now  what  could  I  say  to  those  men 
when  they  asked  me  for  a  certificate  ?  I  told,  them  that  their  conduct  had  been 
without  reproach  from  first  to  last ;  that  I  regretted  their  case  extremely,  and 
that  I  was  happy  to  think,  that  by  the  force  of  English  law,  they  had  prevailed, 
and  I  gave  them,  with  the  greatest  pleasure,  a  certificate  of  the  first  class ;  and 
I  think  your  Lordships  will  agree  with  me,  that  that  was  a  clear  case  for  a  first- 
class  certificate ;  it  was  a  failure  from  unavoidable  loss  and  misfortune.     Now 
I  will  take  the  next  case  that  happened  accidentally  to  be  mentioned  (Hannam*s 
case),  since  I  came  into  the  room ;  I  do  not  wish  to  say  anything  unnecessarily 
harsh  of  that  person ;  he  was  a  man  who  began  without  capital  of  any  kind,  but, 
on  the  contrary,  was  very  much  behind  in  the  world,  and  resolved  to  try  a  specu- 
lation at  Brighton ;  he  wanted  to  get  credit,  and  he  went  to  some  large  wine- 
merchants  in  London  (Alderman  Hooper's),  and  he  got  wine  from  them,  repre- 
senting himself  to  be  in  a  most  flourishing  condition,  misstating  very  grossly,  as 
well  his  prospects  as  his  accounts,  and  obtained  wine  from  them,  wMch  after- 
wards he  took  immediately  to  one  of  those  houses,  of  which  there  are  so  many 
in  London,  to  raise  money  upon  it,  and  he  raised  money,  and  the  wine  was 
deposited  in  the  vaults  of  this  money-lending  silversmith,  who  has  a  vault  for 
that  purpose ;  so  that,  instead  of  this  wine  being,  as  Alderman  Hooper  was  led 
to  believe,  for  the  purposes  of  trade,  it  was  simply  obtained  from  him  for  the 
purpose  of  raising  money  upon  it ;  and,  moreover,  when  Alderman  Hooper  sent 
down  to  him  to  know  how  the  account  stood,  he  represented  to  him  with  deli- 
berate untruth   the  state  of  his  accounts,  and   made  and  placed  on  paper 
statements  false  throughout  as  to  facts  which  were  all-important  for  a  creditor 
to  know ;  in  short,  deceived  him  throughout.     And  when  we  came  to  look  at 
his  books,  they  were  from  first  to  last  badly  kept,  and  wrong  throughout ;  and, 
above  all,  we  found  a  very  large  and  extravagant  personal  expenditure  during 
the  whole  of  the  period  (not  a  long  oyie)  he  Imd  been  carrying  on  this  venture. 
Your  Lordships  perhaps  may  think  that  I  should  have  gone  fiirther  than  I  did 
go  in  this  case  ;  but  some  late  decisions  which,  I  have  no  doubt,  have  been 
correctly  pronounced  by  the  Lords  Justices,  have  seemed  to  intimate  to  the 
Commissioners  that  they  carry  their  punitive  power  rather  further  than  their 
Lordships  would  do,  and  of  course  I  feel  bound  to  abide  by  the  opinion  of  the 
Appellate  Judges.     In  this  case  I  suspended  the  man's  cert^cate  for  12  months. 
I  made  him  accessible  to  any  of  his  creditors  (he  may  now  be  taken  up  at  any 
moment,  under  the  late  Act,  for  three  months),  and  gave  him  a  certificate  of 
the  third  class  at  the  end  of  the  12  months.     Now,  I  cannot  help  thinking 
that,  as  between  the  two  cases  I  have  mentioned  there  is  such  a  wide  distinction 
and  difference  as  to  point  out  the  importance  of  having  an  intermediate  stage 
between  the  two  cases  like  these,  occurring  as  they  do  so  frequently,  which  are 
so  far  apart  as  to  honesty  and  good  conduct  in  traders,  have  led  my  mind  £0 
the  persuasion  (of  course  with  deference  to  other  opinions),  that  it  is  advisable 
to  continue  the  three  classes  in  which  we  can  place  a  trader,  and  I  must  add, 
that,  from  the  great  anxiety  which  parties  seem  to  evince  as  to  those  certificates, 
and  the  class  they  are  put  in,  I  think  I  may  reasonably  infer  the  classification 
has  a  great" effect  in  preventing  traders  from  misconducting  themselves,  and 
holds  out  to  them  a  great  inducement  in  trade  to  conduct  themselves,  so  that, 
if  they  should  fail  by  misfortune,  they  still  may  have  the  distinction  of  having 
a  first  or  second-class  certificate,  and  not  be  driven  to  a  third.     I  think  a  littie 
too  much  has  been  said  about  this  classification  being  a  punishment ;  I  do  not 
think  it  can  properiy  be  so  called ;  it  is  merely  telling  the  world  what  the  cause 
of  the  trader's  failure  has  been,  and  whether  he  has  failed  frt>m  loss  or  mis- 
fortune, or  from  other  causes ;  and  I  think  if  it  be  found  true  that  he  has  feiiled 
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from  causes  other  than  loss  and  misfortune,  the  world  ought  to  know  it,  and  ^  GouUmn,  Esq. 
I  do  not  think  he  ought  to  object,  or  can  be  heard  to  object,  against  the  world     g.u  ^    !«  ^ 
knowing  that  which  has  been  clearly  and  indisputably  proved  against  him. 

645.  You  do  not  think,  in  the  second  case,  that  mere  suspension  and  post- 
ponement of  the  certificate  would  have  been  sufficient,  if  it  was  necessary  also 
to  mark  your  sense  of  his  conduct  by  a  third-class  certificate  ? 

No  ;  in  the  case  referred  to,  of  the  suspension  for  12  months,  I  should  have 
been,  I  admit,  for  a  much  further  suspension,  but  (as  I  have  intimated)  for  some 
recent  cases  before  the  Lords  Justices,  in  which  they  have  laid  down  principles 
which  I  thought  ought  to  govern  me,  and  but  for  which,  I  repeat,  I  should  have 
suspended  the  certificate  for  a  much  longer  period,  if  not  wholly  refused  it. 

646.  But  the  law  being  that  you  must  give  him  his  certificate,  you  considered 
that  the  proper  course  ? 

Yes ;  the  case  was  somewhat  similar  to  one  that  was  before  Mr.  Commis- 
sioner Evans,  and  it  appeared  that  the  Lords  Justices  took  there  such  a  much 
more  lenient  view  of  the  mode  in  which  this  Act  ought  to  be  administered,  that 
I  thought  it  my  absolute  duty  to  find  out,  if  I  could,  and  act  in  accordance  with, 
their  views ;  and  therefore  in  the  case  in  question  I  did  not  go  so  far  as  I  should 
otherwise  have  done. 

647.  Earl  of  Harroxvby^  In  what  case  should  you  withhold  a  certificate,  if 
you  did  not  withhold  it  in  that  case  ? 

Your  Lordship  has  put  the  very  question  which  Mr.  Commissioner  Evans  put 
in  Manico's  case,  that  to  which  I  just  referred ;  that  was  a  case  of  a  wine- 
merchant  also,  who  began  with  Uttle  or  nothing  of  capital,  and  went  on  for  a 
considerable  period  raising  money  by  pledging  wine  warrants,  the  wine  being 
purchased  on  credit,  which  he  gained  from  being  well  connected,  and  which  he 
continued  to  pledge  for  ready  money,  till  he  could  get  credit  no  longer ;  the  only 
feature  in  his  case  was,  that  his  personal  expenditure  was  moderate ;  and  in 
reading  the  judgment  of  the  Lords  Justices,  they  seemed  to  rely  very  much  upon 
his  being  a  very  young  man ;  but  he  had  nothing  for  his  creditors,  and  the  debts 
were  7>000  /.  or  8,000  /.,  I  think  :  now,  undoubtedly  he  had  run  into  debt  in  this 
way  without  any  capital  or  money  of  his  own  from  first  to  last,  and  only  sub- 
sisted upon  the  money  raised  by  those  pledgings  of  wine  warrants :  Mr.  Com- 
missioner Evans  said  what  your  Lordship  has  just  said,  "  If  1  do  not  refuse  a 
certificate  in  this  case,  I  do  not  know  when  1  can  refuse  it,  and  I  shall  do  so :" 
that  went  by  appeal  to  the  Lords  Justices,  and  I  have  read  the  judgment  with 
the  greatest  attention,  and  the  Lords  Justices  reversed  the  decision  of  Mr. 
Commissioner  Evans ;  and  that  being  not  a  single  case,  but  following  three 
or  four  others,  one  or  two  from  my  own  Court :  as  to  this  pledging  of  goods 
particularly  I  considered  myself  bound  to  follow  out,  to  the  best  of  my  jud^ent, 
their  views,  as  being  conclusive  on  me,  the  inferior  jurisdiction. 

648.  It  is  clear  that  the  possession  of  a  third-class  certificate  is  no  security 
that  a  trader  has  not  been  guilty  of  the  grossest  fraud  ? 

Not,  perhaps,  the  grossest  fraud:  in  Manico's  case  the  Lords  Justices,  I 
think,  granted  a  second  class.  There  was  a  man  of  the  name  of  Martin  in  my 
Court,  two  of  them,  and  I  reftised  the  certificates :  I  feel  bound  to  defer  at  once 
to  the  opinion  of  the  superior  tribunal,  and  if  I  had  not  acted  upon  it,  it  would 
have  driven  parties  to  great  expense  to  appeal,  for  I  see  that  the  judgment  of 
the  Appellate  Coiut  clearly  is,  that  we  Commissioners  do  take  rather  too  severe 
a  view  of  the  Act,  and  act  too  strictly  upon  it ;  but  I  am  bound  to  act  upon  it, 
and  to  beUeve  that  they  are  right,  and  I  am  wrong.  Fraud  is  such  a  wide  term  : 
there  are  some  frauds  that  exclude  men  from  a  certificate  altogether  by  the 
Act ;  but  there  are  a  great  many  others  in  which  we  have  power  (as  mentioned 
in  the  Act)  to  refuse  or  to  suspend  the  certificate  ;  and  there  are  also  several 
not  mentioned  in  the  Act  at  all,  but  stiU  dealt  with  as  frauds,  under  the  general 
discretionary  power  vested  in  us. 

649.  Lord  Brougham  and  Vaux^  Suppose  classification  were  entirely  at  an 
end,  and  that  if  any  certificate  were  granted,  it  must  be  of  one  kind,  would  not 
the  eflFect  of  that  be  to  drive  you,  or  to  induce  you,  to  exercise  more  frequently 
discretion  with  respect  to  suspending  it  ? 

Yes,  certainly,  I  think  it  would ;  I  should  be  very  much  perplexed,  and  I  own 
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E.  OoMmm^Esq.  jj^at  I  feel  as  Mr.  Commissioner  Fonblanque  does  very  often,  very  much  relieved 
^,  jjjj  '  g  by  having  it  in  my  power  to  give  a  third-dass  certificate^  insteeul  of  wholly  ta 
^^  '  refuse  it.  As  has  been  stated,  the  mind  may  be  in  doubt,  and  I  should  not  wish 
to  shut  a  man  out  for  ever  from  trade,  and  make  him  liable  to  all  the  penal 
consequences  incident  to  the  total  refusal  of  a  certificate ;  and  I  therefore  ask 
myself,  Is  there  no  middle  coiu^e  ?  and  give  him  a  third-class  certificate,  because 
that  will  allow  him  ultimately  to  resume  trade,  and  to  commence  again,  and 
therefore  it  is,  I  think  it,  of  use  (and  frequently  I  have  felt  it  of  very  great  use) 
in  the  administration  of  the  law,  to  have  had  this  power  of  granting  a  third-class 
certificate,  rather  than  to  refuse  it  to  a  man  altogether. 

650.  Chah^man.']  Supposing  the  classes  were  done  away  with,  you  have  the 
power,  by  suspending  the  certificate  without  protection,  of  pimishing  a  man  for 
any  fraudulent  conduct  which  is  not  such  as  would  prevent  his  having  a  certi- 
ficate altogether  ? 

Yes. 

651.  Therefore  the  real  question  seems  to  be,  whether  you  shall  be  content 
with  that  power  of  pimishing  the  man,  as  the  law  would  any  ottier  offence,  and 
have  done  with  it,  or  whether  you  shall,  by  granting  a  third-class  certificate, 
continue  the  punishment  ? 

May  I  be  permitted  to  say,  that  when  your  Lordship  treats  the  power  as  pri- 
mitive, and  continuing,  that  is  not  quite  an  accurate  view  of  our  duties  and 
power.  We  are  to  ascertain  whether  a  man  is  entitled  to  a  certificate  ;  that  is, 
whether  he  has  conformed  himself  in  all  respects  to  the  laws  and  statutes  in 
Bankruptcy,  and  what  his  conduct  as  a  trader  has  been  ;  that  is  our  first  duty. 
Then  we  are,  secondly,  by  the  law  as  it  stands,  to  say  whether  the  failure  has 
arisen  or  not  from  unavoidable  loss  or  misfortime. 

652.  I  am  supposing  the  present  law  altered,  and  classes  abolished,  would 
you  not  still  have  sufficient  means,  by  suspending  the  certificate  without  protec- 
tion, to  punish  a  man  for  fraudulent  conduct,  which  in  amoimt  would  not  be 
sufficient  to  withhold  his  certificate  altogether ;  and,  therefore,  is  not  this  the 
question,  whether  it  is  not  desirable,  by  means  independently  of  the  classes,  to 
punish  the  man  at  once,  and  let  him  go  forth,  after  punishment,  with  the  means, 
such  as  his  character  will  afford  him,  of  struggling  through  the  world,  or  to  brand 
him,  by  a  third-class  certificate,  with  a  mark  or  stigma  for  life  ? 

Without  adopting  the  expression  "  mark  "  or  "brand,"  I  think  it  is  important 
that  society  should  know,  and  that  the  conmiercial  pubUc  in  particular  should 
be  made  aware  of,  what  the  bankruptcy  has  arisen  from.  I  think  there  is  a 
wide  difference  between  cases  in  this  respect — to  take  the  two,  for  example,  that 
I  have  before  specified ;  and  I  think  it  is  most  important  for  the  commercial 
pubUc  who  are  to  deal  with  such  persons  afterwards,  that  they  should  have  an 
opportunity  of  knowing  what  sort  of  failure  it  was ;  was  it  one  which  might 
happen  to  the  most  honest  man  in  the  world  and  the  most  prudent ;  or  was  it 
one  arising  altogether  from  reckless  improvidence  or  fraudulent  conduct.  I 
think  it  is  right  that  the  commercial  world  should  know  that.  I  agree  with  the 
remark  that  has  been  made,  that  cases  have  frequently  occurred  in  which  credi- 
tors have  intimated  to  us  Commissioners  that  they  were  waiting  for  our  decision, 
and  where  we  have  given  a  man  a  first-class  certificate,  declared  their  readiness 
again  to  trust  and  deal  with  him  :  there  have  been  two  or  three  cases  of  that 
sort  very  gratifying  to  us  to  hear. 

653.  Lord  Oversione.']  When  you  grant  a  man  a  third-class  certificate,  that 
is  an  act  done  and  completed  at  the  time  of  granting  it  ? 

Yes. 

654.  When  you  suspend  a  man's  certificate,  that  is  an  act  continuing  until 
the  expiration  of  the  period  of  suspension  ? 

Yes. 

665.  Therefore,  so  far  as  the  act  of  the  Court  is  concerned,  is  not  the  penal 
process  more  continuing  in  the  case  of  the  ^ispension  of  the  certificate  than  it 
is  in  the  case  of  granting  a  third-class  certificate  ? 

Yes,  I  should  think  it  was ;  only  that  in  the  one  case  litera  scripta  manety 
the  class  bdng  inscribed  thereon  ;  every  body  can  see  the  certificate  itself,  not 
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that  I  bdieve  it  will  be  crffcen  asked  for;  the  other  is  merely  a  judgment ;  all   E.  GawUmm,  Bt^ 
the  world  may  read  it,  and  know  that  the  man  has  not  got  that  certificate.  

656.  May  not  all  the  world  also  read  the  judgment  by  which  the  man's  cer-  ^^     ^ 
tificate  has  been  suspended  ? 

Yes. 

657.  Then,  if  in  granting  a  third-class  certificate  there  follow  more  enduring 
penal  consequences  than  by  the  suspension  of  the  certificate,  is  not  that  the 
result  of  the  public  estimate  rather  than  the  action  (rf  the  Court  ? 

The  Court  is  the  primary  mover  in  it,  undoubtedly,  because  the  Court  grants 
a  third-class  certificate,  and  inscribes  it  upon  the  certificate ;  but  the  judgment 
of  the  public  must  be  formed  with  reference  more  to  what  they  see  and  hear. 

658.  Adverting  again  to  the  action  of  the  Court,  whether  it  be  the  granting 
of  a  third-class  cert&cate,  or  the  suspension  of  the  certificate  for  any  period  of 
time,  they  are  both  recorded,  are  they  not  ? 

Yes,  both ;  there  is  a  memorandum  filed,  with  the  proceedings^  stating  what 
has  been  done ;  and  on  the  certificate  itself  the  class  is  inscribed. 

659.  And  when  so  recorded,  the  action  of  the  Court  terminates  ? 
Yes. 

660.  Therefore,  whether  in  the  one  case,  or  in  the  other,  there  be  a  longer 
period  of  penal  consequences,  those  penal  consequences  must  be  the  result  of 
pubKc  feeling  upon  the  subject,  and  not  the  result  of  any  measure  ? 

Every  body  must  form  his  judgment  upon  that. 

661.  Chairman.^  In  either  case  it  is  a  judicial  judgment,  whether  it  be  the 
suspension  of  the  certificate  for  six  months,  or  the  granting  of  a  third-class 
certificate,  which  states  that  that  is  the  certificate  ? 

Yes. 

662.  There  is  no  question  of  secresy  in  either  case ;  the  object  of  the  law  is 
not  to  have  secresy  ? 

No. 

663.  A  man  must  go  out  of  that  Court  with  his  character  such  as  it  appears 
upon  the  proceedings,  and  the  Judge  declares  it  ? 

Yes. 

664.  The  question  is,  what  is  the  best  mode  of  punishment;  that  is,  whether 
you  punish  the  man  at  once,  and  let  him  endure  the  punishment,  and  then,  as 
I  said  before,  go  out  again  into  the  world,  in  a  sense,  as  a  free  man,  or  whether, 
by  granting  him  a  third-class  certificate,  which  wiU  mark  him  for  ever,  that  is 
not  a  greater  hardship  than  ought  to  be  inflicted  ? 

I  confess,  with  great  deference,  that  I  do  not  think  it  is  :  the  cases  in  which 
the  third-class  certificates  are  granted,  are  those  in  which  a  man  has  grossly 
misconducted  himself ;  in  fact,  where  he  has  been  guilty  of  n^ligence,  great 
negligence,  or  something  worse  perhaps ;  and  lookii^  at  that  in  the  most  lenient 
way,  he  ought  to  be  severely  punished.  It  is  a  question  between  that  and 
refusal  altogether ;  and  if  he  has  so  conducted  himself,  I  cannot  see  why  he 
should  complain  of  the  more  abiding  nature  of  the  punishment,  if  it  be  so, 
than  in  the  case  of  the  certificate  being  refused  altogether. 

665.  You  would  not  agree  with  the  Commissioner  who  considers  that,  gene- 
rally speaking,  the  man  is  entitled  only  to  a  common  certificate,  which  he  explains 
only  to  be  a  third-class  certificate,  and  that  it  is  no  stigma  on  the  man  ? 

I  cannot  agree  with  that ;  I  do  not  like  the  word  '^  stigma,'*  though  certainly 
it  may  be  said  to  be  a  slur  upon  a  man  to  get  a  third-class  certificate ;  no  doubt 
it  ]& :  it  means  to  say,  ^*  You  are  not  in  the  first  or  second  class ;  your  failure  was 
jour  own  fault ;  at  all  events  you  fell  from  misconduct,  and  it  may  be  something 
worse." 

666.  Lord  Brougham  and  Vaux.']  Do  you  consider  a  third-class  certificate  being 
granted,  instead  of  the  first  or  second  class,  to  be  more  of  a  slur  upon  him  than 
suspending  his  certificate  for  three  months  ? 

1  should  never,  or  rarely,  grant  a  certificate  immediately,  when  it  is  a  third- 

dass  certificate,  nor  often  when  only  a  second ;  I  almost  always  suspend  it ; 
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E.  Goalhum,  Eiq.  that  is,  I  think,  my  general  practice.     I  may  have  granted  a  third-class  certifi- 

cate  at  once ;  but,  I  think,  in  general  cases  in  which  a  man  is  entitled  to  a  third- 

6ih  May  1853.  ^j^gg  certificate,  I  should  either  suspend  it,  or  consider  that  the  length  of  time 
between  the  issuing  of  the  fiat  and  the  hearing  of  the  case  had  been  such^  that 
it  amounted  to  the  same  thing. 

667.  Chairman.']  Have  you  granted  many  first-class  certificates  ? 
Not  many. 

668.  What  has  the  general  proportion  been  ? 

I  should  think  one  in  six,  as  between  that  and  the  other  two,  the  first  and  the 
second  classes.  Mr.  Bagley,  who  practises  in  my  Court,  and  would  probably 
be  a  better  judge,  speaking  from  memor}%  than  I,  of  the  number,  he  says  one 
in  20. 

669.  Lord  Brougham  and  Vavx^  We  will  take  on  the  one  side  the  suspension 
of  the  certificate,  and  on  the  other  the  granting  a  certificate  of  the  second 
class ;  you  do  not  mean  to  say  that  you  never,  or  hardly  ever,  grant  a  certifi- 
cate ot  the  second  class  without  suspending  it,  though  you  seldom  grant  a 
certificate  of  the  first  class  ? 

I  have  granted  a  second  class  without  suspension ;  I  have  done  it,  but  I  think 
they  have  been  generally  cases  in  which  some  time  has  intervened. 

670.  But  you  have  in  those  cases  granted  a  second-class  certificate,  instead  of 
a  first? 

Yes ;  a  second-class  certificate  is  generally  confined  to  cases  where  men  have 
been  reckless  and  improvident,  yet  not  intentionally  wrong,  but  careless  and 
slovenly  as  to  book-keeping  and  expenditure,  and  such  like. 

671.  You  do  not  consider  a  second-class  certificate  to  be  a  slur  upon  a  man  ? 

I  think  not ;  it  is  a  sort  of  middle  course ;  I  do  not  think  it  would  be  a  slur ; 
it  would  only  be  less  creditable  than  a  first  class. 

672*  It  would  be  comparatively  so  ? 
Yes. 

673.  But  a  third-class  certificate  you  do  consider  discreditable  ? 
Yes,  1  do. 

674.  Do  you  consider  the  mere  suspension  of  the  certificate,  without  regard 
to  class,  supposing  there  were  no  classification  at  all,  would  be  less  a  slur  upon 
him,  say  three  months'  suspension,  than  under  the  classification  the  granting  of 
a  third-class  certificate  rather  than  the  other  certificates  ? 

That  must  depend  upon  the  judgment  of  others ;  I  could  hardly  tell  how  it 
would  strike  different  minds. 

675.  You  should  consider,  should  you  not,  if  you  punished  him  by  suspending 
the  certificate,  that  that  was  penal  ? 

Yes,  I  should  say  so,  certamly. 

676.  Would  not  the  endurance  of  that  punishment  be  considerable  ? 
Yes,  if  for  any  long  period. 

677.  But  I  mean  the  slur  attached  to  him  in  consequence  of  that  sentence; 
woidd  not  that  be  enduring  ? 

I  think  it  would  be  soon  forgotten,  and  would  not  have  so  lasting  and  abiding 
an  effect  as  the  inscription  upon  the  certificate. 

678.  Still  it  would,  to  a  certain  degree  ? 
Yes,  it  would. 

679.  It  would  be  known,  for  mstance,  that  the  certificate  had  been  suspended  ? 
Yes. 

680.  Suppose  the  certificate  had  been  siispended,  instead  of  three  months,  say 
for  12  months,  and  protection  refused  during  that  time  ? 

Yes. 

681 .  That  you  would  consider,  would  you  not,  a  severe  punishment  ? 

Yes   verv  severe ;  that  is  12  months'  imprisonment,  or,  which  is  worse,  the 
^       -^  apprehension 
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apprehension  of  it  constantly,  that  any  creditor  may  take  him  at  any  moment ;    r  GoMurn^  Esq. 

and  I  have  always  considered  that  to  be  worse  than  actual  arrest.  

6th  May  1853. 

682.  Would  not  all  this  be  known  respecting  the  man  ?  . 

Yes^  I  should  think  it  would. 

683.  Would  it  not  be  pretty  generally  known  ? 

Yes,  I  should  think  it  would ;  people  would  read  of  it  in  the  papers,  and  see 
the  report ;  all  those  interested  about  him  would,  of  course,  know  it. 

684.  Would  not  that  be  an  enduring  effect,  the  sliu*  attached  to  him  by  your 
sentence  ? 

Yes,  it  would  endure  to  those  who  knew  it ;  they  would  recollect  that  the 
certificate  was  suspended  for  12  months  without  protection. 

686.  Do  you  consider  that  there  would  be  a  more  enduring  sliu*  upon  him 
by  granting  a  third-class  certificate  than  by  the  sentence  awarding  a  suspension 
of  12  months? 

Yes ;  because  the  one  is  in  writing  upon  the  certificate  itself,  and  the  other  is 
not,  and  it  would  be  seen  ;  many  persons  wanting  to  deal  with  the  man,  would 
say,  *^  Have  you  been  a  bankrupt  ?  What  was  your  class  of  certificate  ?"  that 
is  the  way  I  look  at  it,  what  persons  wishing  to  deal  with  him  would  say  :  "  You 
want  credit;  let  me  look  at  your  certificate;  what  was  your  class,  first?"  if 
first,  there  would  be  no  diflSculty ;  but  if  it  was  a  third-class  certificate,  they  would 
say,  **  I  would  rather  not  trust  you."  Many  merchants  have  told  me  that  they 
look  upon  a  first-class  certificate  as  a  warrant  to  trust  a  man  in  fiiture,  and  that 
when  the  Commissioner  grants  a  first-class  certificate,  they  are  disposed  to  give 
credit  to  the  man  receiving  it. 

686.  Supposing  there  was  no  classification  of  certificates  at  all,  would  not 
the  credit-giving  part  of  the  mercantile  community  be  driven  to  inquire  into  the 
circumstances  of  the  certificate  ? 

Yes. 

687.  Because  they  would  no  longer  have  that  test,  would  they  not  seek  for 
other  tests  ? 

They  might  not  have  an  opportunity  of  ascertaining  them  as  well  as  by  the 
inscription  upon  the  certificate. 

688.  If  they  did  make  inquiries,  and  found  that,  though  the  man  was  certifi- 
cated, he  had  three  or  four  months'  imprisonment,  or  12  months'  habihty  to 
imprisonment,  would  not  that  have  the  effect  of  continuing  the  slur  upon  him 
which  yoiu*  sentence  had  occasioned  ? 

Yes,  it  would. 

689.  Would  it  not  be  less  convenient  to  the  trading  community  to  have  to 
make  that  inquiry  than  merely  to  ascertain  what  class  of  certificate  he  had 
received  ? 

That  is  my  view  of  it ;  I  think  it  is  convenient  that  there  should  be  ^  test  by 
the  certificate  with  the  inscription  upon  it  as  to  the  class ;  then  there  can  be 
no  doubt  whatever  about  it« 

690.  Would  it  not  be  easier  to  obtain  the  one  information  than  the  other  ? 
I  should  think  much  easier. 

691.  Would  not  the  one  information  be  less  liable  to  error  than  the  other  ? 
I  should  think  so,  considerably. 

692.  Would  not  the  whole  operation  on  the  part  of  the  credit-giving  part  of 
the  conomunity  be  this,  that  they  would  say,  "  Show  me  your  certificate,"  which 
would  answer  the  question  ? 

I  should  think  so. 

693.  Whereas  if  there  were  no  such  test  applicable,  would  not  they  have  to 
send  about  right  and  left,  to  ascertain  who  the  soUcitor  was  under  the  Commission, 
and  who  were  the  assignees,  and  then  to  make  further  inquiries  ? 

Yes,  all  that  might  arise,  certainly. 

694.  Upon  those  grounds,  among  others,  you  approve  of  the  classification  ? 
Yes ;  not  as  it  is  at  present  in  form,  but  with  alterations,  for  keeping  up  three 

classes  by  an  enactment  in  the  Act  upon  the  general  conduct  of  the  trad». 
(196.  d.)  k3  696.  Chairman.} 
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r  crniiHiif,  ffii         696.  Chairman  J]  You  agree^  as  I  understand  from  the  answers  you  haire. 

g^\n»a  to  the  questions  put  to  you,  and  which  might  have  beai  anticijrated,  that 

6th  May  >^^>  it  is  a  great  object  to  send  a  man  forth  with  a  declaration  which  will  adhere 
Id  him  for  the  remainder  of  his  life,  for  the  information  of  the  trading  com- 
Kimity,  in  order  that  they  may  know  how  he  was  marked  in  the  Court  of 
Bsnkruptcy  ? 

Tes,  assuming  always  that  he  deserves  such  a  mark :  I  hope  and  believe  it 
is  never  affixed  to  a  man  unless  he  deserves  it ;  but  if  he  does,  1  cannot  help 
fkinlfing  that  the  world  ought  to  know  it. 

696.  Am  I  right  in  supposing  you  to  be  of  opinion,  that  an  immediate  punish** 
■unt,  equal  to  the  o£fence,  is  not  sufficient ;  but  if  there  were  any  other  way  that 
jon  could  mark  him  upon  his  bade  as  a  bankrupt  (of  course  I  do  not  mean  upon^ 
liis  person),  that  would  be  a  more  eflfectual  mode  ? 

I  do  not  think  of  marking  a  man  on  his  back  ;  that  is  an  extreme  case ;  but 
fliat  he  must  carry  about  with  him  a  declaration  that  the  Court  has  visited  him 
intfa  that  punishment. 

697-  Lord  Overstone.^  You  are  of  opinion  that  a  trader's  misconduct  in  the 

lagement  of  his  afEairs  ought  to  be  made  known  to  the  trading  world  ? 
Yes. 

698.  And  that  they  ought  to  decide  how  they  will  regard  that  misconduct, 
~  how  far  they  will  have  future  intercourse  with  him  ? 
Yes. 

699.  Chairman.]  And  without  reference  to  any  subsequ^it  conduct,  that  he 
^ftould  not  produce  his  certificate^  without  showing  that  it  was  of  a  class  that 
degraded  him  ? 

I  do  not  see  the  distinction  between  that  case  and  the  case  of  the  man  who  is 
refused  it. 

700.  The  difference  is,  that  he  is  not  entitled  to  it ;  can  there  be  anything 
Bore  distinguishable  than  the  case  where  the  man  is  not  entitled  to  it ;  the 
Act  has  pointed  out  the  duty  which  devolves  upon  the  Commissioners  to 
itefiiseit? 

Not  to  compel  them  to  refuse  it,  except  in  cases  where  the  Act  is  imperative 
so  to  do ;  in  other  cases  they  have  a  discretionary  power  to  refuse  or  suspend^ 
as  liiey  may  think  fit. 

701.  I  speak  of  those  cases ;  in  other  cases  you  still  consider  his  conduct ;  but 
tliis  is  a  case  in  which  you  send  him  out  naked,  it  is  true,  as  to  money,  but  you 
aend  him  out  marked  with  that  certificate  ? 

Yes.  Your  Lordship  will  forgive  me  for  remarking,  that  there  are  certain 
cases  in  which  it  is  imperative  on  the  Commissioners  to  refuse  the  certificate, 
and  then  there  are  others  in  which  it  is  not  at  all  imperative  upon  us,  but  still 
rfso  bad  a  character  as  to  induce  us,  in  the  exercise  of  our  discretionary  power, 
fo  refuse  them  altogether.  There  are  cases,  not  coming  quite  up  to  refusal,  in 
iKUch  we  adopt  (and  I  will  use  the  phrase  of  my  brother  Commissioner,  Mr. 
Fonblanque)  a  more  merciful  course,  that  of  granting,  after  a  long  period,  a  third- 
dass  certificate ;  but  those  are  genmdly  cases  closely  ^approximating  to  cases  in 
which,  in  our  discretion,  we  would  refuse  it. 

702.  Lord  Brougham  and  Vaux.]  Suppose  you  did  not  grant  a  third-dass  cer- 
tificate, the  classification  being  abolished,  but  only  suspended  it,  and  granted 
the  certificate  after  a  certain  time,  would  not  the  suspension  continue  as  a  slur 
apon  the  party  receiving  that  certificate  ? 

It  would ;  we  know  it  would,  certainly. 

703.  Chairman.']  He  would  go  out  with  a  certificate,  after  sustaining  the 
vanishment^  as  a  new  man  ? 

Yes. 

704.  Lord  Brougham  and  Vaux.']  Would  he  not  go  out,  after  the  punishment 
kad  been  inflicted  upon  him,  with  the  memory  of  his  having  been  so  punished  ? 

Yes ;  and  so  if  people  said  that  he  had  got  his  certificate,  others  would  say^ 
*  Yes,  he  got  it,  but  it  was  after  two  years*  suspension.'* 

705*  Would  not  it  be  a  similar  punishment  to  him  in  respect  of  the  slur  that 

would 
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would  be  fixed  upon  him^  as  far  as  it  was  known,  to  any  other  punisIuBefl*  X-  G0Mun,JB$q. 
inflicted  by  any  other  means,  and  which  punishment  had  been  compleldhr     ^^  .:: — „ 
suffered?  ^     6*M^3M853. 

That  is  really  an  argument  on  which  much  may  be  taid  on  both  sides^  whediar 
the  slur  is  greater  or  tess. 

706.  Would  there  not  be  an  enduring  slur  of  the  same  sort  ? 
Yes,  of  the  same  sort. 

707-  Such  a  slur  as  it  is  ? 

1  think  if  the  word  ^^  slur ''  be  properly  applied  to  it,  it  would  be  equally  so  in 
tiie  one  case  as  in  the  otlier,  only  it  might  not  be  so  easily  got  at  (if  1  may  wo 
speak)  in  tlie  mere  case  of  suspension ;  the  thing  might  be  forgotten,  or  tlie 
mode  of  arriying  at  the  knowledge  of  it  not  so  easy. 

708.  I  am  comparing  it,  not  with  the  certificate,  but  with  another  punishment 
suffered  upon  a  prosecution  for  any  other  offence  r 

Yes. 

709.  Does  not  tlie  same  obsenration  apply  to  the  other  punishment  as  it 
to  this  punishment  of  suspension  ? 

Yes,  I  should  think  it  did. 

710.  He  goes  out  a  clear  man,  but  a  man  who  has  suffered  a  punishment? 

Yes. 


711.  Lord  OverataneJ]  Are  you  not  of  opinion  that  the  tradii^  wcwld  is 
proper  tribunal  to  judge  how  far  the  memory  of  past  misconduct  should  coBtH- 
tute  a  bar  to  future  intercourse  with  the  man  ? 

I  am  decidedly  of  that  opinion. 

The  Witness  is  directed  to  withdraw. 


WILLIAM  BAGLEY,  Esqmre,  is  called  m,  and  examined  as  follows  r  W.  Bag^,  Esq* 

7\2.  Chairman.']  YOU  practise  in  the  Commissioners'  Courts,  do  you  not^ 
Yes,  I  do. 

713.  Extensively? 

I  attend  there  very  frequently. 

714.  Have  you  been  there  long  ? 

I  have  been  practising  in  the  Commissioners'  Courts,  more  or  less,  for  nine  or 
ten  years ;  I  have  been  at  die  bar  for  17  years ;  and  for  some  three  years  befise 
I  was  a  special  pleader. 

716.  You  have  heard  the  examination  which  has  been  going  on;  willj^m 
state  to  the  Committee  what  your  opinion  is  with  regard  to  the  classes  of  certi- 
ficates, as  to  the  measure  itself  as  a  legal  measure,  and  how  you  find  it  operate 
in  yoiu*  practice  r 

I  do  not  attach  the  importance  to  the  provision  as  to  the  classification  €S 
certificates  that  I  find  other  persons  do ;  so  far  as  I  can  judge  of  its  operatioii, 
I  am  unfavourably  disposed  towards  it.  .  I  think  it  unnecessary,  because  Uie 
Commissioners  have  other  means  of  marking  their  sense  of  the  conduct  of  anjr 
trader  who  comes  before  them  as  a  bankrupt,  by  granting  him  immediately  a 
certificate,  granting  it  with  only  a  nominal  suq)ension  (which  is  very  often  doiie)^ 
granting  it  with  a  very  lengthened  suspension,  and  withholding  protection,  or 
refusing  it  altogether,  and  refusing  it  without  protection.  I  thmk  that  those 
various  stages,  added  to  the  power  the  Commissioners  have,  and  which  th^ 
very  generally  exercise,  of  publicly  expressing  their  sentiments  on  a  particular 
case  (their  judgments,  in  most  important  cases,  appearing  the  next  day  in  all 
the  daily  newspapers),  affords  abundant  means  of  marking  the  sense  of  the 
Commissioners  as  to  the  conduct  of  bankrupts  generally.     In  my  judgment,  • 

therefore,  this  additional  novelty  imported  into  the  Law  of  1849 — the  classifi- 
cation of  certificates — ^was  imnecessary,  and  in  practice  objectionable.    I  think 

(1S6.3.)  k4  it 
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W.Ba^y.Efq.  it  is  objectionable,  because  the  inquiry  before  the  Commissioners  does  not 
6ihM  8  ^^^  them  fairly  to  the  conclusion  which  the  certificate,  in  its  present  form, 
^^  ^  ^^'  annoimces  to  the  world:  it  announces  the  conclusion  of  the  Commis- 
sioner, that  the  bankruptcy  has  arisen  from  unavoidable  losses,  not  from 
unavoidable  losses,  or  not  wholly  from  unavoidable  losses.  In  my  experience, 
the  foundation  for  that  distinction  has  not  been  laid  by  any  previous  inves- 
tigation. Incidentally,  perhaps,  one  learns  in  the  course  of  the  bankruptcy 
the  circumstances  which  led  to  the  trader's  bankruptcy ;  but  the  matters 
chiefly,  if  not  exclusively  discussed  before  the  Commissioners  have  reference  to 
the  property,  or  the  conduct  of  the  bankrupt,  and  not  to  the  cause  of  bank* 
ruptcy.  The  Commissioner  has  nothing  to  guide  his  judgment  but  evidence 
brought  before  him  in  general  by  those  opposing  the  baiiJonipt,  or  those  support- 
ing Mm,  and  that  evidence  is  not  intended  to  enable,  and  does  not  enable,  the 
Commissioner  to  decide  to  what  the  bankruptcy  is  attributable.  In  truth,  the 
ground  upon  which  the  Commissioner  proceeds  is,  not  the  cause  of  bankruptcy, 
but  the  bankrupt's  conduct,  and  even  upon  that  point  the  Commissioners  have 
in  scMne  instances  very  limited  means  of  forming  a  correct  judgment.  The  conduct 
of  a  trader  is  a  wide  field  for  the  exercise  of  judicial  discretion,  and  very  great 
discrepancy  of  opinion  appears  to  prevail  amongst  the  Commissioners  themselves 
as  to  the  grounds  upon  which  certificates  should  be  refrised  or  suspended.  This 
diversity  of  opinion  is  rendered  more  remarkable  when,  as  in  cases  that  have 
been  referred  to,  the  bankrupts  are  dissatisfied  with  the  decision  of  the  Commis- 
sioners, and  take  them  on  appeal  elsewhere;  it  is  then  foimd,  that  not  only  amongst 
the  Commissioners  themselves,  but  as  between  the  Commissioners  and  those 
whose  duty  it  is  to  review  their  judgments,  great  difference  of  opinion  prevails. 
The  prevalence  of  dissimilar  views  is  made  more  striking  by  this  nice  and 
critical  discretion  given  to  the  Commissioners  to  discriminate  between  the  different 
classes  of  certificates.  Every  case  is  distinguishable  by  its  own  circumstances, 
but  the  broad  distinctions,  as  I  take  it,  in  bankruptcy  is  between  the  honest  and 
the  dishonest  bankrupt :  the  honest  bankrupt,  I  conceive,  ought  always  to 
have  his  certificate,  and  the  dishonest  one  ought  not  to  have  it.  That  appears 
to  me  to  be  the  broad  ground  in  adjudicating  upon  certificates  ;  but  the  Com- 
missioners are  not  now  bound,  and  the  law  as  it  existed  before  1849  did  not 
oblige  them,  at  once  to  grant  or  refuse  the  certificate.  There  was,  and  is  still, 
a  middle  course,  where,  though  a  man  is  not  positively  dishonest,  he  has  acted 
with  culpable  indiscretion  and  imprudence :  in  such  a  case  the  Commissioner 
can  suspend  the  certificate  for  such  a  period  as  he  deems  reasonable,  either  sus- 
pending it  with  protection,  or  without  protection.  The  power  of  granting, 
suspending,  or  refusing  a  certificate  meets  every  case :  suspension  for  a  length- 
ened period  operates  as  a  serious  pimishment,  quite  as  well  known  and  remem- 
bered as  the  award  of  a  low  class  of  certificate,  and  indeed  better  known  amongst 
the  circle  in  which  the  trader  moves,  which  may  be  called  his  world ;  it  is 
better  known  there,  because  it  entails  upon  the  bankrupt  inconveniences  and 
difficulties  which  must  become  known  to  those  aroimd  him  ;  whereas,  after  the 
certificate  is  granted,  whether  of  the  first,  second  or  third  class,  except,  perhaps^ 
in  a  few  instances,  it  is  very  little  remembered  or  thought  of. 

716.  Earl  of  Harrowby.']  Do  you  think  that  the  existence  of  this  third  class 
leads  to  the  practice  of  admitting  persons  to  certificates  whose  honesty  is  not 
clear  ? 

I  am  quite  sure  bankrupts  frequently  have  certificates,  and  certificates  not  of 
the  lowest  class,  who  ought  not  to  have  them  at  all ;  but  that  does  not  arise 
from  the  Commissioners  not  taking  all  the  pains  they  can  possibly  do  in  forming 
a  right  judgment  upon  the  facts  before  them,  but  from  the  circiunstance  that  the 
whole  of  the  banlanpt's  conduct  is  not  disclosed  to  the  Commissioner :  it  is 
not  always  the  interest,  nor  considered  to  be  the  duty,  of  parties  before  the 
Court  to  do  so. 

717.  You  think  that  the  existence  of  this  third  class  operates  injuriously,  by 
the  creation  of  a  middle  term  to  admit  persons  to  certificates  now  and  then, 
who,  if  justice  were  properly  administered,  would  not  be  entitled  to  them  at  all? 

No  ;  it  does  not  strike  me  so  much  in  that  way  ;  suspending  the  certificate  is 
the  middle  term  :  with  regard  to  the  first-class  certificates,  such  certificates  are 
sometimes  granted  to  persons  who  ought  not  to  get  them,  and  that  is  felt 
abroad,  and  is  far  from  adding  force  or  value  to  the  administration  of  the  law ; 

second- 
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second-class  certificates  are  often  granted  in  very  questionable  cases :  as  to  the    ^^  Bagky^  Xsf, 
third-class  certificate,  persons  who  in  their  own  sphere  are  looked  upon  as  persons     ^  .  J^     jg 
of  integrity,  sometimes  get  a  third-class  certificate,  whilst  many  have  certificates  ^^     ^^ 

of  this  class  who,  it  is  thought,  ought  not  to  have  a  third  class,  or  any  certificate : 
the  complaint,  I  believe,  so  far  as  the  matter  is  understood  among  the  trading 
community,  is,  that  certificates  of  a  high  class  are  too  frequently  granted. 

718.  In  reference  to  the  third-class  certificate,  is  it  never  granted  where  there 
is  a  taint  of  fraud  ? 

1  think  it  is,  very  often  :  in  very  bad  cases,  where  the  Commissioner  does  not 
think  fit  wholly  to  refuse  the  certificate. 

719.  Does  not  the  existence  of  that  third-class  lead  to  the  granting  of  certifi- 
cates in  some  cases  in  which,  without  that  system,  they  would  probably  be  with- 
held? 

Perhaps  it  does  ;  but  in  practice  the  Commissioners  generally,  at  the  same 
time  that  they  mark  their  displeasure  by  granting  a  third-class  certificate,  attach 
to  it  the  condition,  that  the  allowance  of  the  certificate  shall  be  suspended  for  a 
limited  period :  the  suspension  of  certificates  is  far  more  important  than  the 
classification,  and,  so  far  as  I  can  judge,  is  felt  to  be  so. 

720.  Is  not  the  memory  of  the  suspension  after  a  time  lost  ? 

Certainly ;  and  so  is  the  memory  of  the  class  of  certificate  a  bankrupt 
obtains. 

721.  Supposing  a  man  had  passed  through  the  Bankruptcy  Court  in  London, 
and  went  to  settle  down  in  Birmingham  or  Liverpool,  there  would  probably  be 
no  means  of  ascertaining  the  amount  of  suspension  to  which  he  had  been 
exposed? 

Yes  ;  the  period  of  suspension  would  be  ascertainable  by  the  same  means,  and 
quite  as  readily  ascertainable,  as  the  class  of  certificate,  by  those  who  thought  it 
worth  while  to  ascertain  it :  there  are  publications  in  which  all  these  particulars 
are  recorded,  which  find  their  way  amongst  the  commercial  classes,  and  are 
consulted,  if  they  require  to  look  at  them :  as  to  asking  a  man  to  show  his 
certificate,  I  apprehend  it  is  a  course  so  oflFensive,  that  it  would  seldom  be  resorted 
to ;  I  never  heard  of  its  being  done ;  but  if  the  certificate  was  produced,  it  would 
disclose  the  fact  of  suspension,  as  well  as  the  class. 

722.  I  presume,  if  a  man  sets  up  in  any  place,  it  is  known  whether  he  has 
passed  through  the  Bankruptcy  Court  or  not  ? 

It  maybe  known,  no  doubt ;  and  it  is  possible  some  persons,  wanting  to  trade 
with  such  a  man,  and  give  him  extensive  credit,  may  inquire  as  to  his  antece- 
dents ;  but  the  great  majority,  I  presume,  would  be  led  to  deal  with  him  or  not 
by  the  present  appearance  of  prosperity,  and  nothing  beyond.  The  man  who 
could  show  he  was  able  to  meet  his  bills,  would  have  no  difficulty  in  getting 
credit. 

723.  You  think  that  the  class  to  which  he  is  attached  is  a  matter  of  indif- 
ference to  his  future  prospects  ? 

That  is  very  much  my  opinion.  Having  necessarily  had  some  little  personal 
intercourse  with  bankrupts,  and  stiU  more  with  those  instructing  me  on  their 
behalf,  I  have  found  their  anxiety  to  be  to  get  a  certificate,  but  they  are  very 
indifferent,  generally  speaking,  as  to  the  class.  In  my  experience  since  1849, 
I  can  now  only  remember  one  instance  in  which  a  bankrupt  seemed  to  be 
seriously  pained  and  hurt  that  he  had  not  obtained  a  first-class,  instead  of  a 
second-class  certificate  :  he  was  moving  in  a  respectable  circle,  and  seemed  to 
r^ard  the  class  of  certificate  as  a  matter  of  feeling ;  but,  ordinarily,  my  expe- 
rience is,  that  persons  come  to  the  Court  for  that  which  is  really  a  substantial 
boon,  namely,  the  release  firom  all  debts  and  liabiUties;  this  the  certificate 
affords,  whatever  class  it  may  be  of. 

724.  Do  you  meet  with  many  cases  in  which  persons  have  been  bankrupts 
more  than  once  ? 

There  are  many  such  cases ;  still,  I  should  say,  it  is  not  very  common ;  it 
does  not  very  firequently  happen.  By  the  Act  of  1849,  a  great  change  was  made 
in  the  law  in  that  respect.  There  was  a  clause  in  the  Act  previously  in  force,  the 
effect  of  which  was,  that  unless  the  bankrupt  paid  15^.  in  the  pound,  the  certi- 

(lye.  3.)  L  ficate 
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W.  BagU^^  Et^    ficate  upon  his  second  bankru{»tcy  merely  operated  to  jn^otect  lus  persoii,  and 
not  his  future  property :  that  dause  is  wholly  onitted  from  the  last  Act 

725.  Have  you  had  cases  frequently  through  your  hands  of  repeated  bank- 
ruptcies? 

They  are  not  common ;  I  do  not  remember  ever  having  such  a  case. 

726.  Lord  Overstone.^  Your  view  is,  that,  instead  of  having  classified  certifi- 
cates, the  insolvents  ou^t  to  be  divided  into  two  classes,  the  honest  and  the 
dishonest  ? 

I  do  not  mean  to  exclude  other  coiKsiderations,  but  only  to  suggest  that  the 
Law  of  Bankruptcy  should  be  administered  with  a  view  to  that  distinction ; 
I  say  that  is  the  broad  principle  upon  which  any  one  ac^udicating  upon  an  appli- 
cation for  a  certificate  should  proceed.  The  first  and  the  principal  consideration 
should  be,  has  the  trader  conducted  himself  honestly. 

727.  You  propose  that  the  certificate  should  be  withhdd  from  the  dishonest 
insolvent,  and  granted  to  the  honest  insolvent  ? 

I  do ;  but  although  I  think  in  cases  of  dishonesty  the  certificate  should  be 
wsliiheld,  I  am  not  favourable  to  the  present  law,  which  permits,  and  indeed 
compels,  the  Court  to  withhold  protection  from  an  uncertificated  bankrupt : 
that  is  entirely  a  different  thing.  My  impression  is,  that  the  certifieate,  which 
is  a  great  boon  to  the  trader,  ought  only  to  be  granted  to  the  un£cM*tunate 
debtor,  and  not  to  the  dishonest  one.  But  where  you  take  from  the  man  all. 
his  property,  and  turn  him  out  upon  the  world,  without  a  certificate  whatever 
his  conduct  may  be — ^whether  honest  or  dishonest  before — I  very  much  doubt 
the  poKcy  of  depriving  him  of  protection,  and  allowing  any  creditor  to  put  him 
in  prison.  I  thmk  the  law,  as  it  has  been  altered,  in  that  respect  has  been 
altered  contrary  to  the  principles  of  humanity  and  justice. 

728.  Would  not  your  proposed  plan  of  withholding  the  certificate  from  all 
the  class  of  dishonest  traders  involve  the  consequence  of  the  certificate  being 
withheld  in  many  more  cases  than  now  ? 

That  may  be  so ;  but  yet  it  puts  the  dishonest  trader  in  no  worse  position  than 
every  insolvent  is  in  now,  let  him  be  honest  or  dishonest.  Under  the  existing 
law,  an  insolvent  debtor  is  not  released  from  his  debts :  no  other  mmot  but  a 
trader  who  has  obtained  his  certificate  in  bankruptcy  is  released  from  his 
debts. 

729.  I  apprehend,  under  the  ^cisdng  practice,,  many  insolvents  whom,  you. 
would  classify  among  the  dishonest  do  obtain  certificates? 

That  is  so ;  but  I  referred  to  insolvents  as  distinguishable  from  baakruplfi : 
your  LonMiip  seemed  for  a  moment  to  confound  the  two.  What  I  say  is,  tibat. 
bankrupts  who  obtain  their  certificates  are  discharged  from  all  their  cbbts ;  but 
an  insolvent,,  not  being  a  bankrupt,  obtains  merely  the  release  of  his  per- 
son, his  after-acquired  property  remaining  liable  to  be  taken;  and  ftirther, 
that  the  dishonest  trader  is  not  badly  nor  unjustly  treated,  if  you  give  him 
personal  protection,  and  allow  Wm  to  work  for  his  bread,  but  refuse  to  release 
his  ftiture  property  from  the  claims  of  his  creditors. 

730.  I  understand  your  view  to  be,  that,  looking  at  the  improved  system  of 
the  Bankrupt  Law,  you  consider  that  those  insolvents  coming  under  the  operas 
tion  of  the  Bankrupt  Law,  ought  to  be  divided  into  two  classes^  honest  and 
di^onest  insolvents,  and  that  from  the  class  of  dishonest  insolvents  broii^ht 
under  the  operation  of  the  Bankruptcy  Law,  the  certificate  ought  to  be 
withheld  ? 

Yes,  that  is  my  opinion. 

731.  I  wish  to  ascertain  whether  it  is  not  your  opinion,  that  xmder  that  system 
fewer  insolvents  coming  under  the  Bankrupt  Laws  would  obtain  their  certificates 
than  do  now  obtain  their  certificates  ? 

That  really  depends  upon  the  spirit  in  which  each  Commissioner  administers 
the  law.  I  think  if  the  Commissioner  believes  the  tradesman  to  be  dislumjest,  he 
ought  to  refuse  the  certificate  altogether. 

73a.  Practically  speaking,  as  you  are  conversant  with  the  subject^  do  not  many 
persons  now  obtain  their  certificates  who,  according  to  your  view  of  withhold- 
ing  it  from  all  dishonest  insolvents,  would  not  obtain  it  ? 

I  believe 
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I  believe  so.     I  cmi  readily  oonceive  that  the  Commissioners  gladly  come  to     w^  Baglei/,  Esq. 

the  conclusion  that  a  case  is  not  so  very  dishonest  that  they  OHgfat  to  refuse  a  

certificate^  the  refusal  beinc  followed  by  consequences  so  penal.  **  ^V  *'53- 

733.  The  object  of  my  question  was,  to  arrive  at  the  point  whether  your  pro- 
posed system  would  not  in  its  operation  be  more  severe — I  do  not  say  more 
unjust— upon  the  insolvents  than  the  present  system  ? 

I  think  it  would  be  more  certain,  better  for  ihe  administration  of  justice, 
more  satisfactory  to  the  public,  and  not  so  severe. 

734.  You  stated,  did  you  not,  that  the  Commissioners  were  often,  and  indeed 
generally,  obliged  to  adjudicate  without  having  the  whole  conduct  of  the  individual 
under  their  cognizance } 

Necessarily  so ;  the  opposition  sometimes  proceeds  upon  a  single  tiunsaction ; 
I  do  not  say  in  many  cases  this  is  so,  but  it  occasionally  happens. 

735.  When  they  withhold  the  certificate  altogether,  or  give  only  a  third-class 
certificate,  I  presume  they  act  upon  those  circumstances  which  are  brought 
distinctly  under  their  cognizance  ? 

Quite  so. 

736.  If  they  were  enabled  to  arrive  at  a  more  complete  knowledge  of  the  whole 
conduct  of  the  bankrupt,  would  not  that  open  a  probability  that  fiirther  circum- 
stances unfavourable  to  the  bankrupt  woidd  come  to  their  knowledge,  and  con- 
sequently they  would  act  with  increased  severity  towards  the  bankrupt  ? 

The  additional  circumstances  might  be  favourable  to  the  bankrupt,  or  they 
might  be  disadvantageous  to  him. 

737.  Would  a  knowledge  of  circumstances  favoiu*able  to  the  bankrupt  be 
sufficient  to  overturn  a  decision  unfavourable  to  the  bankrupt  which  was  founded 
upon  positive  knowledge  of  misconduct  on  his  part  ? 

That  would  depend  upon  the  weight  and  importance  of  the  additional 
circumstances. 

738.  Do  you  think  that  we  can  reasonably  anticipate  that  you  would  obtain 
the  knowledge  of  additional  circumstances  so  strong  as  to  arrest  the  unfavour- 
able decision  founded  upon  positive  knovdedge  of  misconduct  ? 

I  think  it  quite  possible  that  an  accurate  knowledge  of  general  conduct  may 
remove  the  unfavourable  impression  created  by  specific  acts ;  but  it  is  difficult  to 
speculate  upon  the  effect  any  fajot  may  have  upon  the  judicial  mind  without 
ascertaining  all  the  circmnstances. 

739.  Earl  of  Harrowby.l  The  position  in  which,  according  to  your  suggestion, 
a  man  would  be  placed,  that  of  being  protected  in  his  person,  but  liable  in  his 
future  property,  is  not  a  position  in  which,  under  the  existing  law,  the  Commis- 
sioners can  place  a  man,  is  it  r 

That  has  been  questioned  ;  but  I  think  I  may  say  that,  as  the  law  now  stands, 
it  is  generally  understood  a  Commissioner  cannot,  after  he  has  refused  a  certifi- 
cate altc^ther,  grant  further  protection  to  the  bfiuakrupt. 

740.  It  is  not  open  to  a  Commissioner  now,  if  he  adopted  the  view  you 
suggested  ? 

I  think  it  would  be  an  extremely  important  and  valuable  alteration  to  give  a 
discretion  to  the  Commissioner ;  but  1  should  prefer  an  express  law,  giving 
personal  protection  to  every  bankrupt. 

741.  That  would  release  the  Commissioner,  would  it  not,  from  the  unpleasant 
alternative  in  which  he  is  now  placed,  of  giving  a  certificate,  which  seems  to 
imply  a  recognition  of  the  honesty  of  the  ban&upt,  or  refusing  a  certificate 
altogether,  which  may  prevent  a  man  entering  into  business  again  ? 

It  would  so  :  the  Commissioners  must  now  feel,  when  they  refuse  a  certificate, 
that  such  refusal  subjects  the  bankrupt  to  imprisonment  for  a  lengthened  period, 
or  to  the  apprehension  of  imprisonment,  which  is  itself  a  severe  punishment : 
the  condition  of  a  bankrupt,  under  the  combined  operation  of  the  loss  of  the 
certificate  and  liability  to  imprisonment,  at  the  instance  of  any  one  of  his 
creditors,  is  painful  to  contemplate  ;  I  am  quite  sure  it  must  induce  the  Com- 
missioners to  lean  to  granting  certificates  in  cases  where  they  otherwise  would 
not. 

(196. 3,)  l2  742.  In 
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IT.  Bagley^  Etq.        742.  In  fact,  that  is  the  usual  effect  of  having  a  punishment  so  severe  that  it 

is  not  universally  applied  ? 

odi  May  1853.         It  is :  it  is  suggested  that  I  should  state  the  imprisonment  is  limited  to  one 
^^  year ;  hut  I  need  not  say  even  that  is  a  very  severe  and  dreadful  punishment  to 

he  inflicted  upon  a  man  whose  all  has  been  previously  taken  from  him  by  the 
law. 

743.  Chairman.']  Who  is  liable  at  any  moment  to  suffer  that  punishment  ? 

Yes,  at  any  moment :  as  the  law  now  stands,  any  creditor  going  to  the  Com- 
missioner, and  asking  him  for  a  certificate  of  execution  (which  is  nothing  more 
than  a  certificate,  saying  that  the  bankrupt  has  not  obtained  his  certificate,  and 
that  his  protection  has  been  refused),  is  entitled  to  that  certificate  ;  it  is  impe- 
rative upon  the  Commissioner  to  grant  it ;  and  the  debtor  is  then  in  the  hands 
of  his  creditors,  either  to  arrest  and  put  him  in  prison,  or  to  avoid  doing  so,  as 
feeling  or  interest  may  suggest :  the  Courts  of  Law  have  held  that  one  creditor 
having  exhausted  his  power  to  imprison,  another  may  come  the  day  after  the 
debtor  is  discharged,  and  take  him  again  into  custody :  the  section  giving  the 
creditor  a  right  to  a  certificate  of  execution  is  the  257th  section  of  the  present  Act, 
and  the  259th  section  provides  that  he  shall  only  be  imprisoned  for  one  year 
altogether. 

744.  Has  the  Commissioner  any  power  to  discharge  him  under  execution  ? 
Yes,  he  has. 

745.  Upon  what  showing  would  he  do  that  ? 

It  has  not  yet  been  decided  by  any  Commissioner  to  my  knowledge  ;  I  am 
not  aware  of  such  a  case  having  arisen. 

746.  Lord  Overstone.']  The  power  of  imprisonment  has  not  been  so  severely 
pressed  as  to  lead  to  appeal  to  the  Commissioners  for  interference  ? 

There  have  been  appeals  to  Judges  of  the  Common  Law  Courts,  I  am  not 
aware  of  any  case  being  brought  before  the  Commissioners  in  London,  where  a 
bankrupt  has  been  arrested  upon  one  of  those  certificates  of  execution ;  but 
many  such  certificates  have  been  obtained. 

747.  Earl  of  Harrowby.']  The  257th  section  is  that  which  gives  the  creditors 
power  of  going  and  demanding  this  certificate ;  but  this  is  the  clause  :  "  That 
if  any  bankrupt  shall  be  taken  in  execution  after  the  refusal  of  protection,  or 
after  the  refusal  or  suspension  of  his  certificate,  he  shall  not  be  discharged  from 
such  execution  until  he  shall  have  been  imprisoned  for  the  full  period  of  one 
year,  except  by  order  of  the  Court."  There  is  no  direction  to  the  Court  as  to 
the  circumstances  under  which  that  discharge  shall  be  granted  ? 

Not  the  slightest.  I  apprehend  if  a  person  comes  before  one  of  the  Commis- 
sioners upon  an  application  to  discharge  him,  it  would  be  the  Commissioners 
duty  to  look  back  to  the  original  circumstances  under  which  the  protection  was 
refused.  There  is  another  section  connected  with  the  certificate,  the  207th  sec- 
tion, which  makes  the  judgment  of  the  Commissioners  final,  except  in  certain 
cases  therein  specified.  Now  that  has  been  considered  a  very  dangerous  and 
unnecessary  restriction.  After  the  refusal  of  the  certificate,  the  Commissioner  is 
not  at  hberty  to  open  that  question  and  re-hear  the  case,  unless  in  one  of  three 
circumstances,  namely,  in  cases  of  false  evidence,  fraud,  or  the  improper  sup- 
pression of  evidence :  occasions  may  arise,  however,  in  which,  without  fraud, 
falsehood,  or  any  improper  suppression  of  evidence,  the  certificate  has  been 
refused,  and  yet  subsequent  circumstances  may  arise  which  would  fairly  entitle 
the  bankrupt  to  a  re-hearing. 

748.  Lord  Wrottesley.]  I  rather  collected  from  an  answer  which  you  gave, 
that  you  thought  the  mercantile  community,  in  dealing  with  a  person  after  he 
had  become  a  bankrupt,  would  be  careles?s  about  inquiring  which  class  of  certi- 
ficate he  had  obtained,  provided  he  had  obtained  any  at  all  ? 

I  am  not  able  to  say  what  the  mercantile  community  think ;  what  I  meant  to 
convey  was,  my  own  impression  that,  in  the  common  course  of  business,  persons 
would  not  inquire  into  such  details.  Perhaps  if  it  was  known  or  remembered 
that  the  man  had  been  a  bankrupt,  he  might  be  asked  whether  he  had  a  certi- 
ficate ;  because  if  he  had  not,  there  would  be  danger  in  dealing  with  him.  In 
general,  I  presume,  the  inquiry  would  stop  there ;  but  if  I  imagine  a  case  in 

which 
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A¥hid[i  a  man  desiring  to  go  deeply  into  details  asks  the  bankrupt  if  his  certificate    W.  Bagley,  E$q. 

was  suspended,  and  if  it  was  suspended  for  a  longer  or  a  shorter  time,  then,        ,    

I  say,  the  answers  to  those  questions  would  inform  the  inquirer's  mind  as  to  the      ^^^  ^^^  *®^3* 
character  of  the  bankruptcy,  as  fully  and  accurately  as  if  he  inquired  whether  it 
was  a  first,  second  or  third-class  certificate, 

749.  Lord  Overstone.']  Is  it  your  opinion  that  the  trading-houses  proposing 
to  open  new  credits  with  an  insolvent  would  pay  no  attention  in  the  inquiry  as 
to  what  class  of  certificate  he  had  been  discharged  upon  ? 

They  may  consider  that  as  an  element  in  the  inquiry,  for  anything  I  know ; 
I  think  it  would  be  more  important  to  inquire  whether  the  certificate  was  sus- 
pended for  a  considerable  period,  or  refused ;  it  would  be  a  safer  test. 

750.  Lord  Brougham  and  Vaux.']  Supposing  it  not  suspended  ? 

Then  I  do  not  think  persons  in  trade  would  be  likely  to  make  the  class  of  cer- 
tificate the  subject  or  the  object  of  the  inquiry ;  the  consideration  would  be,  is 
the  man's  now  position  such  that  we  can  safely  deal  with  him ;  is  he  able  to 
meet  his  payments  ? 

751.  \jorA  Overstone,'\  Preceding  witnesses  have  testified  that  the  first-class 
certificate  is  a  high  honour,  and  the  third-class  certificate  is  a  dreadful  brand 
for  life ;  do  you  really  suppose  that  a  trader  proposing  to  open  new  credits  with 
A  bankrupt  would  be  perfectly  careless  as  to  whether  he  was  discharged  with 
high  honour,  or  stigmatized  with  a  brand  ? 

In  answer  to  that  question,  I  may  say  that  bankruptcy  is  a  comprehaisive 
^stem ;  it  is  not  made  exclusively  for  traders  of  high  class.  One  day  one  of 
those  learned  Commissioners  has  before  him  a  bankrupt  merchant,  the  next  or 
the  same  day  a  horse-dealer,  then  a  village  shopkeeper,  and  then  a  stock-jobber ; 
all  those  persons,  in  their  several  vocations  and  circles,  have  different  rules  of 
right  and  wrong,  and  different  views  of  things.  It  is  impossible  for  me  to  say, 
and  I  do  not  supi)ose,  that  all  those  persons  would  r^ard  the  class  of  certificate 
with  equal  indifference :  but  many  bankrupts  care  little  whether  they  get  a 
first-cla^s  or  a  third-class  certificate,  the  great  object  is  to  get  the  certificate. 
I  have  been  asked  by  those  who  consulted  me,  "  What  is  the  difference 
between  a  first  and  a  third-class  certificate  ?"  My  answer  has  been,  "  The  only 
substantial  difference  is,  if  you  have  a  first  cla!ss,  you  will  have  the  statutory 
allowance  as  of  right ;  and  if  you  get  a  second  or  third  class,  the  Commissioner 
has  some  discretion  in  withholding  that  allowance :  beyond  that  there  is  no 
difference."  And  I  generally  found  bankrupts  go  away  contented  with  a  first, 
a  second,  or  a  third-class  certificate,  as  it  happened.  I  have  already  said,  that 
in  one  instance  a  gentleman  seemed  to  feel  injured  that  it  was  not  a  first  class  ; 
he  thought  he  deserved  it. 

752.  I  presume,  fi^om  the  opinion  expressed  in  your  last  answer,  that  you  do 
not  concur  with  those  witnesses  who  have  testified  here  that  the  third-class 
certificate  is  unduly  cruel,  on  account  of  the  severe  censure  and  the  brand,  as 
they  have  expressed  it,  which  it  stamps  upon  a  man  for  life  ? 

Taking  the  trading  world  generally,  I  think  that  opinion  is  not  well  founded ; 
perhaps  there  is  a  trading  class  so  high  that  such  a  feeling  exists  amongst  those 
composing  it  I  have  not  seen  the  evidence  of  its  existence  in  the  Court  of 
Bankruptcy. 

753.  Lord  Brougham  and  Vaux.^  You  do  not  agree  with  the  opinion  that 
Ihere  is  a  great  anxiety  on  the  part  of  bankrupts  to  obtain  the  one  class  rather 
than  the  other  ? 

I  think  there  is  a  mistake  about  that ;  those  who  act  on  behalf  of  bank- 
rupts, of  course  press  for  the  highest  class ;  that  is  the  best  they  can  obtain  for 
their  clients  ;  but  my  observation  is,  that  when  bankrupts  are  acquainted  with 
its  real  effect,  and  the  Uttle  distinction  there  is  between  the  first  and  third- 
class  certificates,  it  is  generally  felt  to  be  very  immaterial. 

754.  Immaterial  do  you  mean  in  the  estimation  of  the  trader,  the  bankrupt, 
and  equally  immaterial  in  the  estimation  of  the  credit-giving  part  of  the  world, 
after  he  obtains  it  ? 

The  syst^Qi  has  not  been  idlowed  a  very  long  trial,  and  my  experience  is 
(196. 3.)  L  3  Umited 
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^.  Bagley,  Esq.  limited  to  what  I  have  observed  in  practice.  But  I  appreh^id  that  if  a  bankrupt 
j: —  found  a  third-class  certificate  operated  disadvantageously  to  him  out  of  doers, 

e)thway^e53.  ^^  j^^^  ^^  would  be  much  better  off  by  having  a  seccmd-daas  certificate,  he 
would  be  more  anxious  to  impress  that  upwi  those  with  whom  be  had  ccaifi- 
dential  communications  :  I  only  judge  firom  what  I  know  myself. 

The  Witness  is  directed  to  withdraw. 


C.  Sturgeon,  Esq.        CHARLES  STURGEON,  Esquire,  is  called  in,  and  examined  as  follows : 

'  765-  Chairman.^  YOU  have  beard  the  evidence  that  has  just  been  given  to 

this  Committee  ;  will  you  state  to  their  Lordships  what  yoiur  views  are  in  regard 
to  the  question  now  before  them  r 

As  to  the  eflfect  upon  the  bankrupt  in  practice,  my  experience  is  similar  to 
what  has  been  stated  by  Mr.  Bagley.  I  think  the  general  class  of  persons  who 
come,  and  who  come  more  than  once  to  the  Court  <rf  Bankruptcy,  care  very 
little  whether  it  be  a  first,  second  or  third-class  certificate ;  they  prefer  the  first 
dass ;  but  we  must  remember  that  bankruptcy  itself  conveys  a  stigma  in  the 
mercantile  world ;  that  when  a  man  has  ever  been  a  bankrupt,  he  is  kx^ed 
upon  as  a  grade  lower  than  if  it  had  never  occurred,  and  no  man  is  anxious, 
when  he  has  oace  passed  through  the  Court,  to  exhibit  his  certificate,  whatever 
it  may  be. 

736.  Will  you  be  so  good  as  to  tell  the  Committee  what  yoiu*  opinion  is  as 
to  retaining  the  classifications  ? 

I  am  opposed  to  it,  because  I  think  that  it  is  an  unnecessary  stigma  upon  those 
men  who  are  more  sensitive  than  their  fellows;  a  man  who  would  feel  the 
degradation  would  be  a  man  penitent  at  least,  a  man  of  a  higher  stamp  of  mind 
than  the  generality  of  them ;  the  consequence  to  him  would  be,  that  he  would 
feel  it.  The  document  would  be  resorted  to  in  cases  of  title ;  but  I  am  perfectly 
of  Mr.  Bagley 's  opinion,  that  the  certificate  would  not  be  asked  for :  in  mer- 
•cantile  transactions  it  would  be  an  insult  to  a  man  to  do  so ;  but,  in  the  case  of 
title,  or  in  any  other  transactions  where  it  might  be  called  in  question  in  a  Court 
of  Law,  then  the  certificate  would  be  exhibited  with  this  brand  upon  it ;  I  think 
that  very  objectionable. 

757.  Lord  Brcugham  and  Vaux^  Do  you  not  apprehend,  firom  your  knowledge 
of  the  traders  who  come  to  the  Bankruptcy  Court,  that  the  better  class  of 
traders  would  care  more  for  the  certificate  than  those  of  an  inferior  ckss  ? 

Naturally  so,  the  only  class  that  would ;  therefore  you  would  be  punishing  the 
best  men. 

758.  Earl  of  Harrowby.]  Would  the  best  men  get  the  lowest  certificate,  or 
would  the  man  with  a  ddicate  class  of  mind  get  the  lowest  certificate  r 

I  was  not  drawing  the  distinction  in  that  way,  as  to  the  guilt  or  innocence  of 
the  parties  ;  the  distinction  which  I  had  in  my  mind  was  this,  the  class  of  mind, 
whether  he  was  more  penitent,  or  a  man  of  finer  feeling.  The  great  bulk  of 
persons  who  come  to  us  are  anxious  just  to  get  a  certificate,  that  they  may  go 
<m  and  trade  again ;  many  of  them  do  not  care  how  often  they  come  for  a 
certificate. 

759.  You  think  there  are  many  cases  of  repeated  bankruptcy  ? 
Yes. 

760.  Which  come  before  the  Court  ? 

Yes,  as  there  are  in  the  Insolvency  Court  repeated  insolvencies. 

761.  Chairman.']  Are  there  more  repetitions  of  insolvency  than  of  bank- 
ruptcy  ? 

Yes,  because  of  the  facility  of  getting  it ;  the  Court  of  Bankruptcy  you  cannot 
approach  voluntarily,  unless  you  can  say  you  have  5  s.  in  the  pound. 

762.  Earl 
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792.  Berl  of  Harrowby.']  Is  it  necesBary,  in  order  tO'  ascertain  what  class  of  C-  Sturgeon,  Eiq. 
certificate  is  obtained  m  the  Bankruptcy  Court,  to  ask  I9ie  bankrupt  hhnself ;     ^^  m^iS  -i 
is  it  net  reecwrded  in  some  way  r  «^__Lf 

Yes,  in  the  Court. 

763.  Is  it  not  recorded  elsewhere  ? 

Yes ;  a  man  named  Perry  publishes  a  Gazette,  and  there  are  some  societies. 

764.  If  a  stranger  came  to  a  town,  not  being  known,  would  it  not  be  easy  for 
those  who  were  asked  to  trust  him  to  ascertain  what  his  position  in  the  Bank- 
ruptcy Court  had  been  ? 

Yes,  they  might. 

766.  Would  not  that  be  of  some  value  in  guiding  persons  who  were  asked  to 
trust  him  ? 

I  apprehend  that  there  is  great  facility  now  of  obtaining  information  about 
almost  every  body,  because  in  the  mercantile  world  there  are  parties  who  publish 
r^ular  Gazettes  of  the  names  and  accounts ;  almost  the  history  of  a  man  from 
the  beginning ;  ever}^  one  who  has  ever  had  a  judgment  against  him,  or  who 
has  been  through  the  Bankruptcy  Court,  they  are  down  in  the  list. 

766.  Lord  Overstone.l  Is  not  it  a  matter  perfectly  certain,  that  if  a  trading- 
house  in  the  city  proposes  to  open  a  new  credit  with  an  unknown  party,  that 
inquiries  are  made  from  the  best  sources  respecting  the  party  ? 

Yes. 

767-  If  the  trader  hears  that  that  party  has  passed  through  the  Bankruptcy 
Court,  will  not  that  trader  necessarily  and  certainly  inquire  under  what  circum- 
stances he  passed  through  it,  and  with  what  character  ? 

I  think  most  likely  it  would  have  the  eflfect  of  that  house  not  entering  into 
any  negociation  at  all ;  the  very  circumstance  of  a  large  house  hearing  that  a 
party  had  gone  through  the  Bankruptcy  Court,  would  induce  them  to  require 
a  fresh  letter  of  introduction,  and  a  letter  of  credit  from  some  one  else  to  induce 
that  house  to  give  him  credit. 

768.  You  heard  the  two  cases  that  were  stated  by  Mr.  Goulbum  ? 
Yes. 

769.  Do  not  you  think  that  in  one  of  those  cases  a  most  respectable  trading 
house  would  have  renewed  credit  with  the  party,  and  in  the  other  have 
refused  it? 

Yes,  in  those  cases ;  but  they  are  rare  cases. 

770.  Those  are  extreme  cases ;  but  are  they  not  taken  as  being  indicative  of 
the  characters  of  cases  ? 

No,  I  think  not ;  I  should  say  that  those  were  extreme  cases. 

771.  EbtI  of  Harrowby.l  You  have  heard  the  su^estion  made  by  another 
witness  of  dividing  bankrupt  traders  only  into  two  classes,  the  honest  and  dis- 
honest, and  granting  a  certificate  to  the  honest,  and  reftising  it  to  the  dishonest, 
but  at  the  same  time  permitting  the  dishonest  to  have  protection  for  his  person, 
though  not  for  his  property ;  do  you  acquiesce  in  that  ? 

No,  I  do  not  go  that  length ;  I  think  an  iron  rule  like  that  would  act  very 
severely  in  many  cases.  I  think  there  is  a  great  latitude  in  mercantile  transac- 
tions, especially  of  late  days,  when  so  many  modes  of  getting  into  credit  or 
amassing  money,  and  so  many  speculations,  arie  afloat ;  and  it  would  be  very 
difficult  for  a  man  to  draw  this  distinction  sufficiently  to  award  that  kind  of 
punishment,  by  entirely  excluding  a  man  from  trading  again. 

772.  With  security  to  his  property  ? 

Yes  ;  if  that  distinction  is  to  be  kept  up,  that  difference  in  the  law  of  bank- 
rupts and  insolvents  (which  I  think  is  keeping  up  a  distinction  without  a  dif- 
ference) in  the  parties,  that  might  well  be  aboUshed,  although  it  may  be  one  way 
of  getting  rid  of  the  third-class  certificate ;  but  I  never  could  distinguish  the  dif- 
ference between  an  unfortunate  gentieman  and  an  unfortunate  trader.     I  never 
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C.  Sinrgcon,  Esq.  have  been  able  to  make  up  my  mind  why,  if  a  gentleman  gets  into  embarrass- 

6th  Mav"i8s'?      nients,  he  is  always  to  have  the  millstone  of  his  debts  aroxmd  his  neck ;  but  a 

____J_'     trader,  trading  upon  the  property  of  other  men,  may  go  free  with  a  certificate. 

That  appears  to  me  not  consonant  with  even-handed  justice,  unless  you  pimish 

the  gentleman  for  his  superior  education. 


The  Witness  is  directed  to  withdraw. 


Ordered,  That  this  Committee  be  adjourned  till  Monday  next. 

Twelve  o'clock. 
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Die  LuncB,  9"  Mali  1853- 


LORDS   PRESENT: 

Earl  of  Harrowby.  [  Lord  Oyerstone. 

Lord  Beaumont.  '  Lord  St.  Leonards. 

Lord  Brougham  and  Vaux. 

Tlie  LORD  ST.  LEONARDS  in  the  Chair. 


MR.  FREDERIC  JOHN  REED  is  called  in,  and  examined  as  follows  ;  BaolcTup^^^^^ 

773.  Lord  Brovgham  and  Vaux^  ARE  you  a  solicitor  ?  ^^^'  ^'  ^*  ^^^ 

I  am. 


774.  How  long  have  vou  been  in  your  profession  ? 
From  19  to  20  years.' 

775.  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  practice  in  bankruptcy  ? 
I  am. 

776.  Were  you  examined  before  the  Committee  in  1849  ? 
In  1848  and  1849. 

777.  Were  you  examined  on  the  subject  of  the  classification  of  certificates  ? 
I  believe  I  was. 

r78.  Have  you  had  occasion  to  consider  the  effect  of  that  classification  since 
1849? 
I  have. 

779.  Were  you  unfavourable  to  it  at  the  time  you  were  examined  before  ? 

I  was  not ;  I  believe  I  drew  the  draft  of  the  classification ;  I  have  the  original 
draft  with  me. 

780.  In  the  Bill  as  it  went  to  the  Commons  ? 

In  the  Bill  as  it  went  to  the  Commons.  The  classification  in  the  Bill  is 
different  from  that  in  the  Act  as  it  afterwards  received  the  Royal  Assent. 

781.  Chairman.^  How  was  it  originally  ? 

It  was  much  more  comprehensive.  1  have  your  Lordships'  Bill  before  the 
classification  was  printed,  with  my  owti  draft  of  the  classification  (I  am  not  quite 
sure,  but  I  think),  approved  by  Lord  Campbell,  Lord  Cottenham,  and  my  Lord 
Brougham. 

782.  Lord  Brougham  and  VatuvJ]  You  say  that  you  have  now  got  the  draft 
of  the  Bill  as  it  left  the  House  of  Lords? 

Yes. 

783.  And  the  heads  of  the  classification  were  materially  different? 
Yes. 

784.  And  were  altered  in  Parliament  ? 
Yes. 

785.  Chairman.']  Is  it  in  the  Appendix  (Z.)  ? 
Appendix  (X.) 

(196.4.)  M  786.  Read 


9th  May  185J, 


Digitized  by 


Google 


90  MINUTES  OF  BVIDENCE  TAKEN  BEFORE  SELECT 

Mr.  F.J.  Reed.        786.  Read  it? 

^—  "  And  I  further  certify  [here  insert,  according  to  the  fact,  that  the  bankrupt's 

9th  May  1853.  conduct  has  been  satisfactory,  and  that  his  bankruptcy  has  arisen  from  unavoidable 
"""""■"^^  losses  and  misfortunes,  and  that  he  is  entitled  to  and  I  do  award  him  this 
certificate  as  of  the  first  class,  or  that  the  bankrupt  is  entitled  to  and  I  do  award 
him  this  certificate  as  of  the  second  class,  or  that  the  bankrupt's  conduct  has  not 
been  satisfactory,  and  that  his  bankruptcy  has  not  arisen  from  unavoidable  losses 
or  misfortunes,  and  that  he  is  only  entitled  to  and  I  do  only  award  him  this 
certificate  as  of  the  third  class.]"  I  would  not  be  quite  certain  that  it  was  on  the 
day  that  Lord  Cottenham  and  Lord  Campbell  were  here ;  but  there  was  one  day  on 
which  they  attended,  and  I  think  that  was  the  day  when  the  classification  of 
certificates  was  discussed,  and  that  it  was  settled  in  their  presence. 

787.  That  is  without  preface  ? 

The  second  is  without  praise  or  blame ;  the  third,  **  or  that  the  bankrupt  s 
conduct  has  not  been  satisfactory,  and  that  his  bankruptcy  has  not  arisen  from 
unavoidable  losses  or  misfortunes,  and  that  he  is  only  entitled  to  and  I  do  hereby 
award  him  this  certificate  as  of  the  third  class." 

788.  Lord  Brougham  and  Vaux."]  Has  your  opinion  be^i  altered,  by  your 
experience,  under  the  provisions  of  the  Act,  on  the  subject  of  classification  r 

No. 

789.  Does  it  continue  the  same,  in  favour  of  that,  as  it  was  before? 
It  does. 

790.  Do  you  consider  that  your  experience  of  the  working  of  that  provision  has 
been  in  favour  of  the  opinion  you  then  entertained  ? 

It  has  of  the  working  of  the  provision  for  classification ;  I  do  not  tie  myself  to 
the  particular  words  that  we  used  in  the  certificate ;  but  certainly  my  experience 
has  been  in  favour  of  the  provision  for  classification. 

791.  Perhaps  you  prefer  the  words  in  the  Bill  as  it  originally  stood  and  passed 
in  this  House,  and  went  down  to  the  Commons  ? 

Yes ;  but  I  am  not  quite  satisfied  with  them ;  I  think  " and'*  should  be  "  or"  in 
the  third  classification. 

792.  But  is  your  opinion  confirmed  by  experience,  that  a  classification  is 
expedient? 

I  think  so. 

793.  Have  you  had  communications  with  mercantile  men  upon  the  subject  ? 
I  have  had. 

794.  Have  you  had  much  communication  with  various  persons  engaged  in 
trade? 

Frequently. 

796.  Have  you  found  their  opinion  to  be  favourable  to  it  ? 
I  have. 

796.  Have  yon  found  any  against  it? 

I  do  not  remember  that  amongst  mercantile  men  I  have  found  any. 

797.  Lord  Over  stone.']  Among  mercantile  men  do  you  include  traders  ? 
I  mean  traders. 

798.  Chairman.']  In  what  other  classes  have  you  found  opposition  ? 

I  have  found  amongst  solicitors  some  who  have  been  of  a  different  opinion,  and 
I  think  one  of  the  learned  Commissioners,  as  well  as  I  remember ;  but  it  is  some 
time  since  I  have  had  any  conversation  wiUi  him.  Here  is  the  Bill,  reprinted  on 
the  24th  of  May ;  it  is  not  in  the  same  state  as  it  w^it  to  the  Commons ;  the 
particular  words  are  similar  to  those  I  have  given. 

799.  Lord  Brougham  and  Vaux.]  From  your  communication  with  mercantile 
men,  your  clients  and  others,  are  you  aware  of  an  opinion  that  the  abolition  of 
this  system  of  classification  would  give  uneasiness  to  traders  ? 

I  think  it  would  give  great  dissatisfaction. 

800.  Have  you  a  doubt  about  it  from  the  experience  you  yourself  have  had ; 
you  say,  on  the  whole,  it  would  give  dissatisfaction  ? 

Dissatisfaction,  certainly. 

801.  But 
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801.  But  you  have  no  strong  opinion  on  the  subject  ?  Mr.  F.  J.  Reed. 
Yes ;  I  have  a  strong  opinion  in  favour  of  the  classification. 

802.  Have  you  a  strong  opinion  that  it  would  give  dissatis&ction  if  the  classifi* 
cation  were  abolished  ? 

Certainly. 

803.  But  only  a  slight  dissatis&ction  ? 
Persons  in  trade  are  not  generally  uneasy  about  such  matters. 

804.  But  dissatisfied? 
Dissatisfied,  undoubtedly. 

805.  Much  dissatisfied  ? 
I  think  very  much. 

806.  C?iairman.]  You  are  solicitor  to  a  body  which  took  great  pains  with 
regard  to  the  obtaining  of  this  Bill  ? 

I  am  one  of  the  two  solicitors. 

807.  And  you  have  acted  with  that  body? 
I  have. 

808.  In  fact,  I  may  say,  you  are  the  promoter  of  the  clause ;  you  considered 
yourself  as  half  an  author  ? 

I  do  not  take  the  authorship  of  the  clause  on  myself;  for  if  the  authorship  be 
due  to  any  member  of  the  committee,  or  to  any  person  connected  with  the  com- 
mittee, it  is  to  Mr.  Howell. 

809.  He  has  already  claimed  the  editorship  ? 
I  have  little  daim  to  the  editorship,  certainly ;  none  to  the  authorship. 

810.  Have  you  a  strong  opinion  with  regard  to  the  necessity  of  the  three 
classes  of  certificates? 

I  have ;  I  think  there  is  great  necessity  for  them. 

811.  Why ;  you  do  not  like  four,  and  you  do  not  like  two  ? 
In  practice  I  find  there  are  many  cases  which  do  not  deserve  punishment — those, 

for  instance,  where  a  man  is  merely  careless  and  thoughtless,  and  in  which,  although 
you  feel  that  he  has  injured  his  creditors,  you  do  not  like  to  ask  for  a  suspension 
of  his  certificate ;  I  think  the  third-class  certificate  meets  such  cases.  Where  a 
man  has  behaved  almost  fraudulently,  but  not  meant  it  fraudulently,  has  been 
careless  and  foolish  in  business,  I  have  often  thought  it  necessary  to  apply  to  the 
Commissioner,  not  for  a  suspension  of  his  certificate,  but  that  his  certificate  might 
be  of  the  third  class.  There  are  also  those  cases  where  a  man  has  not  been  much 
to  blame,  but  has  done  nothing  to  merit  praise ;  then  I  think  you  want  such  a  cer- 
tificate as  you  have  in  the  second  class. 

812.  If  a  man  goes  in  for  honours,  then  the  world  ought  to  know  it,  you  think? 
Yes. 

813.  If  he  is  to  have  a  first-class  certificate,  then  he  oug^t  to  be  very  highly 
praiseworthy? 

He  ought ;  I  can  only  say  that  I  have  the  greater  pleasure,  if  I  am  engaged 
against  a  bankrupt  who  deserves  a  first-class  certificate,  to  tell  the  Commis- 
sioner so. 

814.  Lord  Beaumont.}  Do  you  not  con»der  the  third  class  as  some  punishment  ? 
It  is  a  punishment,  certainly. 

815.  Chairman.']  What  should  you  say  if  a  Commissioner  told  you  that  he  con- 
sidered the  third  class  no  slur,  and  that  he  conaid^^  that  was  the  class  to  which 
ordinarily  every  bankrupt  was  entitled  ? 

I  should  disagree  with  him. 

816.  Would  not  that  rather  seem  to  show  that  the  present  classification  is  open 
to  doubt,  if  the  Commissioner  should  tell  you  that  he  could  not  understand  the 
words ;  that  he  should  cut  the  knot,  if  he  could  not  untie  it  ? 

I  think  the  present  classification  is  open  to  doubt. 

817.  You  were  not  understood  to  say  so  ? 
Yes.     I  do  not  think  "  unavoidable  losses  and  misfortunes "  either  sufiiciently 

(196. 4 )  M  2  comprehensive 
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Mr.  F.  J.  Reed,     comprehensive  for  the  fair  trader  who  has  a  first-class  certificate,  or  for  the  third. 
r- —     ^      There  are  many  cases  for  which  a  man  would  merit  blame,  but  to  which  the  words 
9t   May  1853.      «  unavoidable  losses  and  misfortunes"  would   not  be  applicable.     A  man  may 
'  become  bankrupt  without  "  unavoidable  losses  and  misfortunes,"  and  yet  by  his 

general  conduct  he  may  deserve  to  have  his  certificate  only  of  the  third  class. 
That  was  provided  for  (or  rather  would  have  been  provided  for)  if  the  Bill  had 
stood  (with  the  alteration  as  to  the  disjunctive  conjunction)  as  it  left  your  Lord- 
ships' house. 

818.  What  is  your  present  view  of  the  way  in  which  it  should  stand,  if  you  had 
the  altering  of  it  according  to  your  own  wish  ? 

I  almost  think  I  should  be  inclined  to  lay  do^\^l  in  the  section  itself  some 
general  rules  for  the  Commissioners,  leaving  them  to  give  a  certificate  of  the  first, 
.  second  or  third  class,  according  to  those  rules. 

819.  What  standard  would  you  give  to  go  by;  what  rule  would  you  lay 
down? 

I  think  there  would  be  great  difficulty  in  giving  any  definite  words ;  and  if  it 
were  left  to  me,  I  could  not  use  better  words  than  are  used  in  the  198th  section, 
"  having  reference  to  the  bankrupt's  general  conduct  as  a  tmder." 

820.  Those  words,  **  unless  they  are  satisfied  with  his  general  conduct  as  a 
trader  both  before  and  after  the  bankruptcy,  he  should  not  have  his  certifi- 
cate"? 

It  does  not  appear  to  me  that  quite  follows  from  the  198th  section. 

821.  Turn  to  (Z.)  in  the  Schedule ;  you  will  see  it  is  this :  that,  having  regard  to 
the  conduct,  or  to  the  submission,  or  some  such  words,  of  the  bankrupt  under  the 
Commission,  and  having  regard  to  his  conduct  as  a  trader  as  well  before  as  after 
the  bankruptcy,  the  Commissioner  did  award  him  a  certificate,  and  then  he  pro- 
ceeds to  say  of  what  class  that  certificate  shall  be  ? 

Yes. 

822.  Then  the  man  does  not  get  his  certificate  at  all,  except  the  Commissioner, 
having  regard  to  his  conduct  as  a  trader  as  well  after  as  before  the  bankruptcy, 
thinks  him  entitled  to  it  ? 

I  am  obliged  to  judge  to  a  great  extent  from  what  I  see  constantly  occmTing  in 
practice ;  and  I  find  that  frequently  where  a  bankrupt  has  been  guilty  of  conduct 
which  the  Commissioner  does  not  consider  sufficiently  bad  to  induce  him  to  suspend 
the  certificate,  he  merely  grants  it  of  the  third  class.  There  is  a  sort  of  gradation 
in  the  general  conduct  of  the  bankrupt. 

823.  Do  you  say  that  in  granting  the  certificate  the  Commissioner  looks  to  liis 
power  to  qualify  it  as  to  class  ? 

No,  I  do  not  know  that  he  does  that  quite ;  he  first  judges  whether  a  man  is 
within  the  256th  section. 

824.  The  Commissioner  ought  first  to  decide  the  question,  whether  the  man  is 
entitled  by  his  conduct  to  a  certificate ;  and  if  the  Act  of  Parliament  said  nothing 
about  classes,  his  duty  would  end ;  then  a  new  duty  is  imposed  on  him,  of  granting 
him  a  certificate,  and  of  what  class  he  shall  rate  him  ? 

Yes. 

825.  You  have  said  that  you  thought  it  would  be  an  improvement  if  there  was 
a  substantive  enactment,  stating  what  the  rule  should  be  by  which  the  Commis- 
sioner should  guide  himself  in  granting  the  class  of  certificate  ? 

Yes. 

826.  Now,  what  is  the  rule  that  you  would  lay  down  for  his  guidance  ? 

If  I  may  give  one  instance  of  a  banknipt's  conduct,  I  would  mention  the  one 
of  excessive  expenditure ;  expenditure  which  much  exceeds  profits.  This  is  not 
at  all  times  a  cause  of  complaint  for  which  I  should  ask  the  suspension  of  a 
certificate ;  but  still  I  should  want  it  to  be  known  that  the  man  who  allows  his 
expenditure  greatly  to  exceed  his  profits,  is  not  a  man  who  could  go  into  the  world 
unmarked  to  contract  debts  on  fresh  credit,  and  to  such  a  man  I  should  give  a 
certificate  of  the  tliird  cla«s,  in  many  instances.  I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  the 
rule  would  be  without  its  exceptions,  but  I  give  that  as  one  instance ;  but  still  I 
feel  that  I  could  not  in  the  Statute  lay  down  that  as  one  particular  ground  of 

objection ; 
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objection ;  the  doing  so  would  be  open  to  the  same  objection  as  these  words  are    Mr.  F.  J.  Reed. 

open  to,  "  of  unavoidable  losses  and  misfortunes ;"    1  therefore  think  that  you  

must  have  something  more  general.  9^^  ^V  ^853* 

827.  If  you  had  the  power  yourself  to  frame  a  clause  which  was  to  pass,  giving 
«  rule  for  conduct  to  bind  and  regulate  and  instruct  the  Commissioner,  what  would 
that  be  ? 

I  should  say  his  general  conduct  as  a  trader. 

828.  You  would  repeat  the  very  words  on  which  the  granting  the  certificate 
itself  depends  ? 

Yes. 

829.  That  would  be  a  simple  repetition  of  the  very  condition  which  must  be 
performed  before  he  got  his  certificate  at  all  ? 

I  should  do  so. 

830.  Lord  Brougham  and  Vaux.']  Suppose  there  was  a  difficulty  of  altering  the 
forms  of  the  certificate  laid  down  in  Schedule  (Z.),  so  as  to  amend  them,  and 
remove  your  objection,  should  you  still  be  of  opinion,  from  what  you  have  seen  of 
the  practical  working  of  the  classification,  that  it  would  be  better  to  retain  the 
classification  as  it  is  than  to  have  none  at  all  ? 

Yes,  even  as  it  is. 

831.  Have  you  any  doubt  about  that? 
None. 

832.  Do  you  consider  it  would  be  a  great  advantage  to  retain  it,  even  if  there 
was  a  difficulty  in  making  it  ]>erfect  ? 

I  do. 

833.  Lord  Overstone.']  Suppose  it  was  referred  to  you  to  investigate  the  con- 
liuct  of  an  insolvent,  with  a  view  to  advising  a  new  party  as  to  the  expediency  of 
trusting  him,  would  not  the  first  consideration  to  which  your  attention  would  be 
directed,  be  the  question  of  incautious  trading  ? 

It  would  be  one  of  the  first. 

834.  Would  not  the  next  question  to  which  your  attention  would  be  directed 
be  the  question  whether  there  had  been  any  culpable  negligence  or  fraud  in  keeping 
his  books,  or  by  delaying  to  meet  his  insolvency  r 

1  think  one  of  the  first  questions  would  be,  whether  there  had  been  any  culpable 
negligence  in  keeping  his  books. 

835.  iVnd  the  question  of  incautious  trading  would  be  another,  would  it  not  r 
It  would. 

836.  Would  not  another  important  question  be,  whether  he  obtained  money 
on  accommodation  bills,  or  ui>on  any  other  form  of  false  pretence  ? 

If  I  went  thoroughly  into  his  conduct  it  would  be  so. 

837.  Would  not  the  fourth  question  be,  whether  his  private  expenditure  had 
borne  a  proper  proportion  to  his  apparent  profits  or  capital  ? 

Yes. 

838.  Then,  in  forming  an  estimate  of  the  i)ast  conduct  of  an  insolvent,  you  would 
consider  those  four  heads  as  the  leading  heads  to  which  attention  should  be 
directed  ? 

Those  would  be  four  of  the  heads. 

839.  Would  you  not  consider,  therefore,  in  determining  any  future  certificate  to 
be  granted  to  that  insolvent,  that  those  ought  to  constitute  four  prominent  points 
of  considemtioii  ? 

I  do  consider  so ;  and  I  consider  they  Avould  all  be  comprehended  in  the  words 
which  I  gave  just  now,  "  his  general  conduct  as  a  trader." 

840.  We  wish  to  arrive  at  some  more  definite  knowledge  of  what  were  the 
points  contained  in  that  very  vague  definition ;  are  those  four  of  the  most  pro- 
minent points  contained  in  that  definition  ? 

Yes. 

841.  Can  you  state  any  other  points  of  equal  importance  which  you  think  ought 
to  be  added  to  those  ? 

(196.4.)  M  3  One 
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Mr.  F.  J.  Bad.        One  that  I  would  mention  would  be  the  bankrupt's  conduct  even  before  the 

Commissioner,  the  facilities  he  has  given  to  his  creditors  previously  to  his  bank- 

9U1  May  1853.     ruptcy,  and  the  facilities  he  has  given  to  them  afterwards. 

842.  His  conduct  before  the  Commissioner  in  respect  to  winding  up  his  afl&iirs  ? 
Yes. 

843.  Lord  Brougham  and  Vaux.]  Should  you  consider  his  conduct  before  the 
Commissioner,  in  respect  of  the  manner  in  which  he  has  passed  his  examination,  as 
fit  to  enter  into  the  consideration  of  the  Commissioner? 

Certainly. 

844.  The  apparent  frankness  and  openness  of  his  disclosures  ? 
Yes. 

845.  Consistency  and  want  of  prevarication  in  his  answers? 
I  think  so. 

846.  His  whole  demeanor  as  a  witness  under  examination  ? 

I  think  all  these  things  ought  to  be  taken  into  consideration. 

847.  Lord  OverstoneJ]  Do  you  know  any  case  in  which,  in  your  estimation, 
great  hardship  has  been  inflicted  on  parties  by  their  obtaining  only  a  third-class 
certificate,  where  their  conduct,  in  your  judgment,  would  have  entitled  them  to  a 
higher  certificate  ? 

I  do  not ;  I  may  as  well  mention,  that  since  the  passing  of  the  Bankrupt  Law 
Consolidation  Act,  I  have  never  appeared  in  the  Court  of  Bankruptcy  for  a  bank- 
rupt ;  I  have  always  appeared  against  them ;  therefore,  I  have  not  had  the  extensive 
opportunities  that  some  of  my  professional  friends  have  had  of  communicating 
with  the  bankrupts  themselves. 

848.  Have  you  any  reason,  derived  from  your  experience,  direct  or  indirect,  for 
believing  that  a  third-class  certificate  only  is  obtained  by  bankrupts  whose  general 
position  and  conduct  would  reasonably  entitle  them  to  a  higher  certificate  ? 

I  have  not ;  I  think  it  is  the  reverse. 

849.  Assuming  that  the  third-class  certificate  is  to  be  treated  as  a  species  of 
punishment,  do  you  think,  so  far  as  your  general  knowledge  of  the  subject  goes, 
that  that  species  of  punishment  is  ever  inflicted  in  a  case  where  the  circumstances 
do  not  fully  require  it  ? 

I  think  not. 

850.  Chairman.']  You  have  been  asked  several  questions  relating  to  such  con- 
duct of  a  bankrupt  as  ought  to  be  taken  into  consideration  with  reference  to 
classes ;  does  not  every  one  of  those  circumstances  come  properly  into  consideration 
with  reference  to  the  certificate  itself? 

They  do,  to  a  certain  extent ;  but  there  are  cases,  as  those  I  mentioned  to  the 
Committee  just  now,  where  there  may  have  been,  I  will  not  say  excessive  expen- 
diture, but  improper  expenditure,  and  where,  in  addressing  the  Commissioner, 
I  have  felt  it  would  scarcely  be  right  to  ask  him  to  suspend  the  bankrupt's  certi- 
ficate, and  yet  where  I  felt  that  the  man  ou^t  not  to  go  out  to  the  worid  as 
being  entitled  to  have  implicit  credit  put  in  him ;  then  I  have  asked,  not  for  sus- 
pension, but  merely  for  a  certificate  of  the  third  class. 

851.  Are  you  aware  that  if  a  man  is  suspended  for  six  months,  the  Commis 
sioner  having  power  to  do  so,  and  at  the  end  of  the  six  months  he  goes  out  as  a 
free  man,  every  body  knows  why  he  has  been  suspended,  and  he  goes  out  without 
any  mark  on  his  certificate ;  he  is  punished,  and  it  is  done  with ;  is  that  so, 
or  not  ? 

There  are  certain  establishments  in  the  city  that  keep  an  account  of  all  persons 
who  have  been  bankrupts. 

852.  And  there  are  the  means  of  knowing  what  the  conduct  of  a  bankrupt  is  ; 
but,  in  point  of  fact,  a  man  is  discharged  when  he  has  got  his  certificate,  and  he 
goes  again  into  trade,  if  he  can.  Now,  as  to  a  third-class  certificate,  are  you  aware 
that  the  third-class  certificate  carries  with  it,  from  the  nature  of  the  certificate, 
not  only  that  which  lasts  for  all  time,  but  that  which  makes  it  an  actual  bar  to 
his  employment  ? 

No ;  I  do  not  think  it  is  an  actual  bar  to  his  emplojinent. 

853.  Suppose 
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853.  Suppose  you  had  heard  some  of  the  first  traders  in  the  city  of  London     Ur.F.J.lu$d. 
stiUie,  that  if  a  man  with  a  third-dass  certificate  came  to  be  employed,  not  starting  ^ — 

himself  in  trade,  they  should  reject  him,  would  you  then  think  it  was  a  bar  ?  9th  May  1853. 

If  they  have  said  so,  it  would  be  a  bar  as  to  those  persons.  I  have  frequently  had 
applications  made  to  me  by  wholesale  houses,  in  cases  where  bankrupts  have  had  their 
certificates  suspended  or  classified,  as  to  what  I  thought  of  the  conduct  of  those 
bankrupts ;  and  in  the  case  of  a  man  having  a  certificate  of  the  third  class,  if  it 
was  merely  from  some  careless  conduct  of  his  own,  I  should  feel  it  my  duty  to 
mention  it,  so  as  to  put  the  applicant  in  possession  of  the  facts ;  but  I  should  not 
think  that  would  cause  a  refusal  of  employment. 

864.  We  have  got  a  paper  here  which  was  issued  by  the  body  of  whom  you 
are  the  solicitor,  and  there  is  this  statement  in  it,  speaking  of  the  benefit  of  the 
classification :  ^  By  this  arrangement  the  unfortunate  bankrupt  is  still  separated 
from  the  fraudulent  bankrupt ;  and  his  creditors,  finding  he  has  obtained  a  firsts 
class  certificate,  will  again  renew  their  credit,  and  give  him  every  opportunity  of 
commencing  a  new  career  in  business.  If,  however,  fruud  is  proved,  punishment 
win  follow,  and  the  third-class  certificate  will  show  that  the  debtor's  conduct  has 
been  such  as  to  disentitle  him  to  credit  as  a  trader."  According  to  that  statement, 
which  is  signed  by  the  secretary,  the  punishment  of  fraud  being  a  third-class  certi- 
ficate, if  there  was  actual  fraud,  he  ought  to  have  no  certificate  at  all.  Then  a 
man  who  had  been  rather  extravagant,  but  in  regard  to  whose  extravagance  you 
would  not  ask  for  a  suspension  of  the  certificate,  would  come  under  this  descrip- 
tion of  your  committee  ? 

I  think  the  classification  as  it  stands  at  present  would  be  open  to  the  objection 
which  was  made  here. 

855.  Here  it  is  put  as  an  objection,  not  as  a  benefit  ? 
It  is  not  a  benefit  to  the  trader. 

856.  A  benefit  to  the  trade,  without  doing  any  mischief  to  the  trader.  If  this 
third  class  will  include  a  case  of  fruud,  and  a  man  will  be  stigmatized  without 
being  said  to  have  committed  fraud,  merely  having  a  third-class  certificate,  do  you 
propose  to  give  a  man  a  third-dass  certificate  who  has  not  c(nnmitted  any  fraud, 
but  who  has  been  so  extravagant  as  to  deserve  censure,  but  not  such  punishment 
as  will  lead  you  to  look  for  a  suspension  of  his  certificate  for  a  few  months  ? 

I  would  say  that  my  object,  in  giving  a  man  a  third-class  certificate  only,  would 
be  to  prevent  his  obtaining  credit  improperly,  independently  of  the  effect  it  may 
have  upon  him ;  and  so  far,  I  should  agree  with  the  words  which  have  just  been 
read ;  that  is,  that  a  third-class  certificate  would  show  that  the  trader *s  conduct 
has  been  such  as  to  disentitle  him  to  credit  as  a  trader. 

857.  Then  the  third-class  certificate  would  include  at  the  same  time  a  case  of 
fraud  on  the  one  hand,  without  distinguishing  the  case  of  somewhat  extravagant 
expenditure  without  fr^ud  ? 

I  apprehend,  if  there  be  fraud,  the  certificate  would  be  suspended.  Classification 
is  quite  a  different  thing  from  suspension :  "  If,  however,  fraud  is  proved,  punish- 
ment will  follow,  and  the  third-class  certificate  will  show  that  the  debtor's  conduct 
has  been  such  as  to  disentitle  him  to  credit  as  a  trader/'  It  does  not  appear  to 
me  it  is  there  said  that  a  third-class  certificate  has  anything  to  do  with  fraud.  As 
I  read  that  sentence,  the  two  things  are  entirely  distinct :  "  If  fraud  is  proved, 
punishment  will  foUow;"  that  is»  by  the  suspen^on  of  the  certificate;  and 
''  a  third-class  certificate  will  disentitle  him  to  credit  as  a  trader.'' 

858.  The  words  are,  ^^  By  this  arrangement,  the  unfortunate  bankrupt  is  still 
separated  from  the  fraudulent  bankrupt,  and  his  creditors,  finding  that  he  has 
obtained  a  first-class  certificate,  will  again  renew  their  credit,  and  give  him  every 
opportunity  of  commencing  a  new  career  in  business.  If,  however,  fraud  is 
proved,  punishment  will  follow ;  and  the  third-class  certificate  will  show  that  the 
debtor's  conduct  has  been  such  as  to  disentitle  him  to  credit  as  a  trader."  Are  you 
still  of  opinion,  after  hearing  that  read,  that  the  last  sentence  consists  of  two 
separate  members,  and  that  "  on  proving  frand,  punishment  will  follow,"  means 
a  suspension  of  the  certificate,  and  is  not  connected  with  the  third-class  certificate? 

Yes. 

850.  Are  you  concerned,   as  solicitor  against  bankrupts,  on  behalf  of  tl\e 
committee  of  creditors,  and  never  for  them  ? 
No,  that  is  not  so ;  I  am  concerned  principally  for  wholesale  houses. 

(196.4.)  m4  860.  Against 
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Mr.  /;  J.  Reed.         860.  Against  bankrupts,  and  never  for  them  ? 

- —  I  have  not  said  so ;  I  have  said,  that  since  the  passing  of  the  Consolidation  Act  I 

9th  May  1853.  jj^y^,  ^q^  be^j^  concerned  for  a  bankrupt.  I  did  not  say  I  had  not  had  clients  wha 
had  foiled ;  but  I  am  obliged  to  admit,  that  the  enormous  expense  of  bankruptcy 
prevents  my  sending  such  estates  as  I  am  concerned  with,  where  a  debtor  is  my 
client,  to  the  Gazette. 

861.  You  were  understood  to  say  that  you  were  acting  against  bankrupts  as 
the  solicitor  of  great  houses  ? 

I  lay  doA^Ti  a  rule,  that  I  will  not  act  in  an  isolated  case ;  I  take  the  whole  of  a 
client's  buj?iuess,  and  if  a  client  fails,  of  course  I  do  the  best  I  can  for  him ;  but 
generally  the  estates  of  those  wholesale  houses,  when  they  do  fail,  are  large.  The 
cost  of  administering  such  estates  in  bankruptcy  is  excessively  large;  and  we 
therefore  do  all  we  can  to  avoid  sending  them  to  the  Gazette ;  that  is,  since  the 
Consolidation  Act  I  have  never  appeared  in  the  Court  on  behalf  of  a  bankrupt. 

862.  Since  the  Consolidation  Act  of  1849  you  have  been  concerned  as  solicitor 
for  the  great  wholesale  houses,  which  are  represented  by  the  committee  we  have 
been  sj leaking  of? 

I  have,  a  great  many. 

863.  In  that  capacity  you  have  been  concerned,  of  course,  against  bankrupts,, 
and  not  for  them  ? 

And  not  for  them. 

864.  Some  of  tfiose  gentlemen  belonging  to  wholesale  houses  are  themselves 
individually  your  clients  ? 

They  ai-e. 

865.  And  they  have  failed  at  times,  as  well  as  other  men  ? 
They  have. 

866.  And  on  those  occasions  you  have  not  taken  their  cases  into  the  Court  of 
Bankruptcy,  but  have  settled  them  out  of  Court  ? 

Yes ;  we  have  been  deterred  by  the  expense  of  bankruptcy. 

867.  And  the  amount  of  their  assets  ? 

By  the  expense  of  bankraptcy  in  such  cases  consequent  on  the  amount  of  their 
assets. 

868.  Your  objection  is  not  to  the  general  expenses  in  bankruptcy  as  applicable 
to  common  cases  ? 

Yes,  as  apjilicable  to  common  cases ;  also  the  per-centage  of  expense  is,  of' 
course,  much  more  heavy  in  smaller  cases  than  in  larger  ones. 

869.  Then  you  would  not  take  any  case  into  the  Court  of  Bankruptcy  ? 
I  never  take  a  case  into  the  Court  of  Bankruptcy  if  I  can  help  it. 

870.  Lord  Ovei^stone.']  And  your  reason  is  the  enormous  expense : 
Yes. 

871.  Lord  Brougham  and  Vaux\'\  Not  the  classification  of  certificate  ? 

No ;  it  is  the  creditor  who  usually  decides  whether  to  send  the  estate  to  the 
Gazette. 

872.  Lord  OverstoneJ]  We  have  had  it  stated  to  us  that  creditors  are  deterred 
from  sending  cases  to  bankruptcy,  because  they  feel  the  extreme  and  unjust  cruelty 
of  a  third-class  certificate  ;  is  that  consistent  with  your  experience? 

Certainly  not;  I  can  only  say, that  from  my  experience,  creditors  are  frequently 
deten-ed  from  sending  cases  to  the  Gazette  which  ought  to  go  there,  where  the- 
conduct  of  the  bankrupt  deserves  much  mure  severe  punishment  than  a  third-class 
certificate  desenes  suspension,  from  the  enormous  expense  attending  bankruptcy. 

873.  Earl  of  Harrmby.']  Do  you  think  the  third  class  acts  as  a  mitigation  to 
the  bankrupt,  inasmuch  as  it  enables  the  Commissioner  to  give  a  qualified  certifi"- 
cate  where,  if  he^  had  not  that  lower  class  to  appeal  to,  he  would  feel  himself 
obliged  to  refuse  it  altogether? 

Of  course  I  cannot  say  what  weighs  with  the  Commissioner,  but  it  has  that 
effect  with  me  ;  if  a  certificate  were  granted  simply,  I  should  feel  obliged  to  ask 
for  a  suspension  in  many  cases  where  I  do  not  ask  for  a  suspension  now. 

874.  Lord 
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874.  Lord  Brougham  and  Vaux.'\  You  acting  against  the  bankrupt,  and  for  the     Mr.  F.  J.  Reed. 
<nreditor8  ?  ' 

Yes,  9*  May  1853. 

875.  Earl  of  Harrmoby.l^  You  look  on  a  third-class  certificate  as  acting  as  a 
kind  of  warning  with  respect  to  an  individual,  that  he  is  a  man  with  respect  to 
whom  a  person  should  be  careful  how  he  entrusts  him  in  future  ? 

That  is  one  way  in  which  I  look  at  it ;  at  the  same  time  I  cannot  conceal  from 
myself  that  it  is  to  a  certain  extent  a  slur  on  the  bankrupt  himself. 

876.  Is  it  more  of  a  slur  than  is  justly  deserved  by  the  circumstances  in  which 
the  bankrupt  so  finds  himself? 

T  do  not  believe  so. 

877.  Lord  Overstone.l  You  consider  it  to  be  a  declaration  on  the  part  of  the 
Commissioner  of  the  moral  estimate  that  ought  to  be  formed  of  the  circumstances 
that  have  come  under  his  notice  with  respect  to  such  insolvent  ? 

Yes ;  in  cases  where  there  is  no  suspension,  it  shows,  of  course,  that  the  Com- 
missioner is  not  entirely  pleased  with  the  bankrupt's  conduct. 

878.  Earl  oi  HarrowbyJ]  Do  you  conceive  if  the  third-class  certificate  were 
removed  altogether,  many  would  be  excluded  from  receiving  the  certificate  who 
now  take  their  chance  as  to  resuming  their  business  in  life  ? 

I  think  there  are  cases  in  which  I  should  feel  myself  obliged  to  ask  for  a  suspen- 
Mon,  where  I  do  not  ask  for  a  suspension  now. 

879.  Chairman.^  There  is  a  power  of  suspending  a  certificate  without  reference 
to  class? 

Yes. 

880.  You  seem  to  prefer  falling  back  on  the  class,  or  looking  forward  to  the 
class,  rather  than  referring  to  the  power  of  suspension  ? 

I  think  the  power  of  suspension  should  only  be  used  in  rather  grave  cases ;  in 
lightor  cases  I  would  use  the  classification. 

881.  You  consider  the  third  class  a  less  punishment  than  suspension  of  the 
certificate  ? 

I  do  so :  you  asked  just  now  whether  a  certificate  showed  the  suspension ;  the 
certificate  always  shows  the  suspension,  and  it  shows  the  date  of  the  petition  in 
bankruptcy,  and  the  date  of  the  allowance  of  the  certificate. 

882.  Earl  of  HarrowbyJ]  The  actual  certificate  itself  is  not  often  seen  by  other 
parties,  and  all  its  circumstances  known  ? 

The  course  is,  generally,  to  refer  to  the  books  of  the  Association ;  there  they  can 
see  the  classification  of  the  certificate,  and  the  time  of  suspension. 

883.  And  they  would  look  to  the  circumstances  under  which  it  was  granted,  as 
well  as  to  the  class? 

I  find  that  I  have  many  inquiries  made  of  me  as  to  the  conduct  of  the  bankrupt ; 
therefore  I  assume  they  do  so  look. 

884.  Lord  Over  stone.']  When  trading  houses  are  endeavouring  to  inform  them- 
selves respecting  the  past  conduct  of  insolvents,  with  a  view  to  guide  them  as  to 
future  credit,  will  they  not  become  cognizant  of  every  thing  that  has  taken  place 
with  respect  to  the  suspension  of  a  certificate,  as  much  as  granting  a  third-class 
certificate  ? 

Yes. 

885.  Will  not  that  knowledge  be  equal  on  their  parts,  notwithstanding  the 
circumstance  that  the  certificate  is  stat^  as  being  a  permanent  thing,  while  the 
suspension  of  the  certificate  is  stated  as  being  only  a  transient  punishment  ? 

I  do  not  quite  understand  the  question. 

886.  It  has  been  represented  to  this  Committee  that  the  grant  of  a  third-class 
certificate  is  a  punishment  or  slur,  which  adheres  to  a  man  through  life,  because 
the  fact  is  stamped  permanently  on  the  certificate,  but  that  the  punishment  or  slur, 
which  consists  in  the  suspension  of  a  certificate,  is  transient  only,  because  it  is  not 
so  stamped ;  are  you  of  opinion  that  a  trading  house  will  have  less  permanent 
knowledge  of  the  character  of  an  insolvent  through  the  medium  of  a  suspended 
certificate,  than  through  the  medium  of  a  third-class  certificate? 

(196.4.)  N  I  think 
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Mr.  F.  J.  Reed.        I  think  they  would  have  quite  as  much  permanent  knowledge  from  susp^iBion 
as  they  would  from  the  classification. 

887.  Are  yon  of  opinion,  therefore,  first,  that  the  suspending  a  certificate  is  a 
more  aerere  act  than  the  granting  of  a  third-class  certificate? 

I  am. 

888.  Are  you  also  of  opinion  that  a  knowledge  of  that  suspension  will  be 
retained  on  the  part  of  a  trading  house  quite  as  long  as  their  knowledge  of  the 
granting  of  a  third-class  certificate  ? 

I  am. 

889.  Therefore,  that,  both  in  point  of  intensity  and  duration  of  time,  the  effect 
of  suspending  a  certificate  is  quite  as  severe,  or  more  so,  with  regard  to  an  insol- 
vait,  than  the  effect  of  granting  a  third-class  colificate? 

Much  more  so. 

890.  Lord  Beaumontl  Is  there  any  record  kept  of  tJie  suspension  ? 

Yes. 

891.  And  the  length  of  the  suspension? 
Yes. 

892.  Where  is  that  record  kept  ? 
There  is  a  memorandum  on  the  file  of  the  proceedings,  stating  the  time  for 

which  it  is  suspended.  I  am  not  quite  sure  whether  it  is  under  the  Orders,  or 
under  the  Act ;  but  I  believe  the  Chief  Registrar  is  obliged  to  ke^  a  book, 
showing  the  times  of  suspension,  which  book  is  open  to  the  public  without  pay- 
ment of  any  fee. 

893.  Would  it  be  as  easy,  then,  for  a  person  to  ascertain  the  length  of  the  sus- 
pension and  the  nature  of  the  suspension,  as  it  would  be  to  ascertain  the  class  of 
the  certificate  ? 

Quite  so ;  and  the  advertisement  in  the  **  Grazette"  should  show  the  length  of 
the  suspension,  at  all  events,  because  it  would  show  the  date  of  the  petition  for 
adjudication,  and  the  date  of  the  allowance. 

894.  Earl  of  Harrowby.^  Will  the  length  of  the  interval  between  the  date  of 
the  petition  and  the  date  of  the  allowance  itself  be  an  indication  of  the  causes 
which  have  produced  that  interval ;  might  it  not  be  from  a  complication  of  trans- 
actions ? 

It  might  be  so  occasionally.  I  apprehend  either  the  advertisement  in  the 
**  Gazette,"  or  the  certificate  itself,  would  put  a  man  on  inquiry  just  as  the  classifi- 
cation puts  a  man  on  inquiry. 

895.  If  a  trader  were  to  fiiil  in  London,  and  were  to  go  down  to  Liverpool  or 
Birmingham,  or  any  distant  town,  the  fact  of  the  nature  of  the  certificate  which 
he  received  would  be  very  well  known  by  public  documents  ? 

It  may  be  known. 

896.  Would  the  suspension  to  which  he  might  have  been  subject  be  equally 
notorious  ? 

It  may  be  known  in  the  same  way.  A  person  who  would  give  himself  the 
trouble  to  learn  the  one  would  also  learn  the  other. 

897.  Are  the  two  facts  recorded  with  equal  publicity  ? 

Yes. 

898.  When  you  look  into  the  "  Gazette,"  you  see  the  nature  of  the  certificate 
which  a  man  receives.  Do  you  see  also  therein  recorded  the  suspension  that  may 
have  taken  place  from  time  to  time  ? 

Yes ;  that  was  a  matter  which  we  were  very  desirous  of  having  stated  in  the 
advertisement  in  the  **  Gazette,"  and  the  60th  of  the  new  Rules  directs  it. 

899.  Lord  Oi^rstone.^  Is  it  not  the  course  of  business,  when  persons  wish  for 
their  guidance  in  giving  credit,  to  make  inquiries,  to  go  to  persons  with  M^hom 
they  have  reason  to  believe  the  party  has  had  previous  transactions  in  business  ? 

I  believe  that  is  the  general  usage. 

900.  Will  not  parties  so  conversant  with  the  bankrupt,  in  making  those  inqui- 
ries, 
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Ties,  have  the  same  facility  in  obtaining  information  respecting  the  suspension  of     ***'•  ^'  •^-  ^^^^ 
the  past  certificate,  as  of  the  class  of  certificate  he  may  have  obtained  ?                      ^  M^i853. 
Yes.  L 

901.  Chmrman,']  The  question  is,  not  simply  whether  the  effect  of  the  suspen- 
sion would  be  known,  of  which  there  i«  no  doubt ;  the  certificate  itself  states  the 
suspension,  and  therefore  there  is  no  great  difficulty  about  it ;  but  it  will  be  this, 
which  no  doubt  you  will  answer  consistently  with  what  you  have  already  expressed, 
whether  the  suspension,  suppose  it  be  for  three  or  four  months,  having  taken  place, 
is  not  in  the  nature  of  present  punishment,  and  then  the  man  is  released,  and  has 
his  certificate  at  once,  without  reference  to  the  class :  it  is  like  punishing  a  boy 
at  school ;  he  is  whipped  for  his  offence,  and  then  allowed  to  join  his  schoolfellows 
without  further  reference  to  it ;  whereas  a  third-class  certificate  adheres  to  a  m4D 
throughout  life? 

I  cannot  imderstand  how  a  case  could  arise,  under  a  proper  definition,  with 
respect  to  classification,  where  a  man's  certificate  should  be  suspended,  that  he 
diould  not  have  a  certificate  of  the  lower  daes. 

902.  On  the  contrary,  we  have  had  evidence  before  us,  of  the  highest  authority, 
that  there  may  be  a  case  or  cases  in  which  a  man  shall  have  a  third-class  certifi- 
cate, and  yet  that  certificate  shall  be  suspended  ? 

That  I  can  understand,  with  the  words  of  classification  which  you  have  in  the 
present  Act  of  Parliament. 

903.  Throughout  you  approve  of  the  third  class ;  but  you  want  a  new  definition, 
in  order  that  the  class  to  be  referred  to  should  be  understood  ? 

Yes ;  I  certainly  would  rather  have  the  present  classification  than  none  at  all ; 
if  there  is  to  be  an  alteration,  I  should  wish  to  alter  the  words  of  classification. 

904.  What  would  meet  your  view  would  be,  that  there  should  be  only  one 
enactment ;  that,  having  regard  to  the  conduct  of  the  trader  both  before  and  after 
bankruptcy,  in  those  words  that  now  stand  in  the  certificate  that  he  is  of  opinion 
that  he  is  entitled  to  a  certificate  of  the  first,  second  or  third  class  ? 

Yes ;  stating  that  by  first  class  you  mean  the  highest. 

905.  Supposing  this  alteration  was  made  in  Schedule  (Z.),  that,  instead  of  saying 
that,  having  regard  to  the  man's  conduct  as  a  trader  both  before  and  after  the 
hankrnptcy.  he  had  found  him  entitled  to  a  certificate,  it  then  proceeds  to  say 
what  class  that  certificate  shall  be,  that  it  was  altered  in  this  way,  having  regard 
to  his  conduct  as  a  trader  both  before  and  after  the  bankruptcy,  he  found  him 
entitled  to  a  certificate  of  the  first  class,  or  of  the  third  class,  would  that  meet 
your  view  ? 

Found  him  entitled  to  an  immediate  certificate,  and  of  the  first  class,  or  to  an 
immediate  certificate,  but  of  the  second  class. 

906.  Lord  Brougham  and  VauxJ]  Without  any  words  of  explanation,  firhat  first, 
second  or  third  class  meant  ? 

Yes,  I  should  agree  to  that,  and  I  think  it  would  be  the  best  mode  of  doing  it, 
because  I  do  not  see  how  you  can  have  any  clasinfication  sufficiently  definite,  and 
yet  sufficiently  comprehensive,  unless  you  use  the  words  "  general  conduct.'* 

907.  Then  do  you  mean  to  say»  cutting  out  all  d^M^riptions  of  the  certificate 
which  are  given  in  the  Act,  and  leaving  merely  the  general  words,  first,  second  and 
third  claims,  you  think  it  would  be  sufficient  if  the  certificate  had  the  preface 
iieferred  to,  **  having  regard  to  the  gefiend  conduct  of  the  bankrupt  both  before 
and  after  his  bankruptcy,  he  shall  have  a  first-class  certificate ;  or,  having  regard 
to  the  general  conduct  of  the  bankrupt  both  before  and  after  his  bankruptcy,  he 
shall  have  a  certificate  of  the  second  class;  or,  having  regard  to  the  general  con- 
duct of  the  trader  both  b^re  txA  after  bankruptcy,  he  shall  have  a  certificate 
pf  the  third  class,'*  without  fiirther  spedfying  the  diff^^nee  between  first,  second 
9xA  third  class  ? 

I  feel  the  difiSenlty  in  more  partiealarly  specifying  the  grounds  of  classification. 
If  I  may  be  allowed  to  say  so,  I  think,  taking  the  present  words  of  classification, 
there  are  numerous  descriptions  of  conduct  which  ought  to  prevent  a  man  from 

(196.4.)  n2  having 
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Mr.  F.  J.  Reed,     having  a  certificate  of  more  than  the  third  class,  which  are  not  comprehended  ia 

' —  unavoidable  losses  and  misfortunes. 

9th  May  1853. 

908.  Do  you  understand  the  question  as  it  is  put  in  detail  ? 

Yes. 

909.  Do  you  think  that  would  be  better  than  the  present  system  ? 
I  do ;  I  do  not  think  the  present  words  comprehensive  enough. 

910.  Earl  of  Harrowby.^  Do  you  believe  that  practically  now  the  Commis* 
sioners,  in  granting  the  certificate,  are  obliged  to  act  on  that  general  view  of  the 
conduct  of  the  party  before  them,  rather  than  the  precise  words  by  which  thej 
profess  to  be  guided  ? 

Of  course  I  cannot  say  what  the  Commissioners  do ;  I  know  the  effect  it  has 
on  myself;  I  know  I  take  that  new  of  the  case,  and  the  Commissioners  must, 
to  a  certain  extent,  rely  on  what  is  addressed  to  them  by  the  solicitors  who  prac- 
tise before  them. 

911.  And  the  shades  in  bankruptcy  are  so  infinite,  graduating  from  mere  fraud 
to  mere  accident,  that  it  is  extremely  difficult  to  draw  any  hard  line  of  distinction 
from  one  point  to  another  ? 

I  think  so. 

912.  Lord  Brougham  and  Vaux.']  Are  you  aware  what  the  Stock  Exchange 
have  done  in  this  matter,  when  a  person  has  been  unfortunate  and  has  failed,  in 
allowing  them  to  come  back ;  do  they  let  them  come  back  as  of  the  first,  second  or 
third  class  ? 

I  cannot  speak  of  my  own  knowledge  of  what  is  done  on  the  Stock  Exchange. 

The  Witness  is  directed  to  withdraw. 


J.  L  Traversj  Esq.    JOHN  INGRAM  TRAVERS,  Esquire,  is  called  in,  and  examined  as  follows : 

913.  Lord  Brougham  and  Vaus.'\  IN  what  line  of  business  are  you? 
A  grocer. 

914.  Have  you  been  long  in  that  business  ? 

About  18  years ;  besides  a  grocer,  I  am  in  general  trade ;  we  are  merchants  and 
shipowners,  and  under  that  general  term  of  ^'  grocer"  is  comprised  in  itself  a  great 
variety  of  trades. 

915.  Has  the  house  of  Travers  &  Co.  been  long  established  as  a  great  grocery- 
house  in  the  city? 

I  believe  we  are  the  oldest  house  in  the  city ;  I  go  back  seven  generations. 

916.  Are  your  dealings  veiy  extensive  ? 
Yes,  they  are  large. 

917.  And  a  great  number  of  credits  ? 
Yes,  we  have  many  thousands  of  accounts. 

918.  Both  in  town  and  in  country  ? 

Yes. 

919.  With  retail  traders  of  all  kinds,  great,  middle-sized  and  little  ? 

Yes ;  we  go  from  accounts  of  10,000  /.  down  to  accounts  of  50  /.,  and  every 
grade  between. 

920.  In  the  course  of  your  transactions  have  you  had  experience  of  the  law  of 
debtor  and  creditor  on  a  large  scale  ? 

Yes ;  and  I  have  paid  considerable  attention  to  the  subject  for  the  last  few  years : 
I  am  a  member  of  a  society  upon  that  subject,  and  in  the  course  of  my  business 
I  have  reason  to  know  the  eflfect  of  the  law  of  debtor  and  creditor  on  the  general 
transactions  of  trade ;  in  our  business  it  has  had  a  very  considerable  effect  indeed, 
and  I  consider  it  one  of  my  duties,  as  the  head  of  my  house,  to  keep  a  careful  eye 
upon  the  law  of  debtor  and  creditor  as  affecting  the  general  nature  of  my  business. 

921.  Including  an  important  branch  of  it,  the  bankruptcy  and  insolvent  law? 

I  cannot  say  that  I  am  personally  acquainted  with  the  details  of  the  Bankruptcy 

Act; 
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Act ;  but  the  general  operation   of  bankruptcy  and  insolvency,  of  course,  comes  /.  /.  Traven  E$f^ 
.under  my  notice.  *    ' 

922.  Have  you  had  occasion  to  consider  the  classification  of  certificates  which      ...,.«.«_- 
•was  introduced  in  the  year  1849  ? 

Yes  ;  and  I  approve  of  the  classification. 

923.  At  the  time  ? 

I  should  wish  to  see  it  somewhat  amended  and  altered;  but  I  approve  of  the 
•system  of  classification. 

924.  Were  you  of  that  opinion  at  the  time  of  the  passing  of  the  Act  in  1849  ? 
At  first,  individually,  I  was  opposed  to  the  system  of  classification,  and  I  doubted 

its  effects ;  but  from  my  experience  I  should  say  that  it  has  worked  satisfactorily, 
.and  I  think  it  might  be  made  to  work  still  better. 

925.  But,  taking  it  as  it  now  is,  do  you  think  it  has  worked  satisfactorily  ? 
I  do. 

926.  Has  your  opinion  which  you  originally  had,  which  was  unfavourable  to  iU 
been  modified  by  your  experience  as  to  its  working  ? 

It  has. 

927.  So  as  to  become  favourable  ? 

So  as  to  be  decidedly  fiskvourable  to  the  system  of  classification. 

928.  What  is  the  alteration  of  the  form  of  granting  the  certificates,  or  the 
manner  of  granting  them,  which  you  would  suggest  as  an  improvement  ? 

I  should  wish  to  see  the  Commissioners  of  Bankruptcy  much  more  curtailed  in 
their  powers  of  discretion ;  I  should  wish  to  see  the  law  much  more  clearly  defined 
than  it  is  at  the  present  moment.  I  think  that  the  practice  of  the  Commissioners 
is  by  no  means  consistent. 

929.  By  no  means  uniform  r 

Neither  uniform  nor  consistent ;  I  do  not  think  that,  from  whatever  reason,  the 
same  Commissioner  is  at  all  times  guided  by  the  same  rules  in  granting  certificates ; 
and,  consequently,  the  certificate  is  not  that  guide  to  a  man's  character  that  it 
might  be  and  that  it  should  be. 

930.  Do  you  consider  that  there  is  a  much  greater  want  of  uniformity,  or  want  of 
•consistency,  in  the  grounds  upon  which  the  Commissioners  grant  the  certificates, 
than  there  is  in  the  exercise  of  any  discretionary  power  which  is  entrusted  to  many, 
.as,  for  example,  the  Judges,  in  awarding  punishments  ? 

That  bears  upon  my  opinion  of  the  Court  of  Bankruptcy ;  and  if  you  ask  my 
•opinion,  I  can  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  I  consider  that  the  Court  of  Bank- 
ruptcy is  not  satisfactorily  constituted.  I  do  not  think  that  the  Commissioners, 
generally  speaking,  (although  I  should  be  sorry  to  say  anything  that  would  be 
personally  offensive  to  them  as  very  amiable  and  excellent  members  of  society),  are 
the  right  class  of  men  to  direct  so  important  a  branch  of  jurisdiction  as  that  which 
I  consider  bankruptcy  and  insolvency  to  be ;  and  that  is  the  reason  why  the 
Bankruptcy  Court  is  not  more  used  than  it  is.  I  think  we  should  make  an  immense 
improvement  in  the  Court  of  Bankruptcy,  by  having  fewer  and  younger  Commis- 
sioners, and  allowing  some  degree  of  hope  to  attach  to  the  office  and  position  of  a 
•Commissioner  in  Bankruptcy ;  it  should  not  be  considered  as  a  mere  shelf  upon 
which  elderly  men,  who,  from  other  circumstances,  see  their  prospects  of  life 
arrested,  should  be  put.  I  think  the  commercial  community  have  the  right  to 
demand  from  the  Legislature  first-rate  men  as  Judges  of  so  important  a  branch  of 
jurisprudence  as  that  of  bankruptcy. 

931.  Do  you  consider  that  the  discretion  exercised  by  other  Judges  is  exercised 
uniformly  by  all,  or  even  always  in  the  same  way,  in  the  awarding  of  punishment  on 
offenders  brought  up  for  judgment  before  them  ? 

No ;  there  is  a  sad  discrepancy,  in  my  opinion.  I  do  not  8upi>ose  that  the  Judges 
are  perfect,  more  than  any  other  class  of  men ;  but  I  think,  from  many  circum- 
stances, the  Commissioners  of  Bankruptcy  have  of  late  not  used  so  uniform  and 
consistent  a  practice  one  with  the  other  as  reasonably  might  be  expected. 

932.  Does  not  your  objection  go  more  or  less  to  vesting  any  discretion  in  any 
human  Judges  ? 

(196.4.)  n3  I  do 
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J.L  Trovers fE$q.       I  ^^  ^^*  think  my  answer  implies  that  I  never  would  trust  a  Judge  with  anjr 

— —  discretion ;  but  with  respect  to  this  particular  Act,  I  think  a  greater  definitioii 

9U1  May  i853»  might  be  made  of  cases  unto  which  the  certificates  of  different  classes  should  be 

^—^"^  granted. 

933.  Then,  is  it  your  opinion  that  it  would  be  an  improvement  upon  the  classi- 
fication which  now  exists,  if,  instead  of  specifying  under  the  three  heads  of  first- 
class,  second  class  and  third  class,  there  were  a  mere  preface  to  be  prefixed, 
"  considering  the  general  conduct  of  the  bankrupt  both  before  and  after  his 
bankruptcy,  he  shall  have  a  first-class  certificate ;"  or,  with  the  same  preface,  a 
second-class  certificate ;  or,  with  the  same  preface,  a  third-class  certificate  ;  would 
that  be  an  improvement,  or  the  contrary  ? 

I  do  not  think  it  woidd  be  an  improvement. 

934.  Do  you  think  it  would  make  the  classification  more  liable  to  the  objection 
which  you  urge  than  it  now  is  ? 

I  think  it  might  do  so. 

935.  Have  you  any  doubt  about  that? 

I  have  some  doubt,  because  it  would  depend  upon  what  the  terms  of  the  defi- 
nition in  the  Act  might  be. 

936.  You  have  had  given  you  the  terms ;  suppose  those  were  the  terms  of  the 
certificate,  "  Having  regard  to  the  conduct  of  the  bankrupt  as  a  trader  brfore  and 
after  his  bankruptcy,  I  give  him  a  first-class  certificate ;"  "  having  regard  to  the 
conduct  of  the  bankrupt  as  a  trader  before  and  after  his  bankruptcy,  1  give  him  a 
second-class  certificate ;"  "  having  regard  to  the  conduct  of  the  bankrupt  as  a  trader 
before  and  after  his  bankruptcy,  I  give  him  a  third-class  certificate  f  would  that 
change  limit  the  discretion  more  than  it  now  is  limited  ? 

I  should  say  that  such  an  arrangement  would  extend  the  discretion  of  the  Com- 
missioner, and  therefore  I  should  be  opposed  to  it. 

937»  And  therefore  it  would   be  more  exposed  to   your    objection    than  it 
now  is  ? 
I  think  so. 

938.  Suppose  the  question  were  between  retaining  the  classification  bs  it  now 
is,  and  abolishing  it  altogether,  and  recurring  to  the  old  system,  which  should  you 
prefer  ? 

I  should  prefer  to  retain  it  as  it  now  is. 

939.  With  the  defects  which  you  now  observe  ? 
Yes;  I  think  its  operation  is  generally  beneficial. 

940.  Although  you  think  it  might  be  changed  so  as  to  make  the  operation  more 
beneficial  ? 

I  think  it  might. 

941.  Chainnan.']  What,  in  your  opinion,  would  be  the  be8t  mode  of  rendering 
more  definite  the  rule  which  is  to  guide,  not  the  discretion,  but  the  condoet  of  the 
Commissioner  granting  the  certificate,  as  to  the  first,  second  or  third  class? 

I  am  hardly  prepared  to  answer  that ;  it  would  require  great  consideration  aa4 
great  consultation  with  various  branches  of  trade  to  answer  that. 

942.  Can  you  state  your  general  view  ? 

My  general  view  is,  that  the  first-class  certificate  should  be  granted  to  vary  few 
people,  and  only  those  whose  bankruptcy  is  the  result  of  unavoidable  misfortune. 

943.  That  is  as  it  stands  now  ? 

Yes ;  that  the  second  class  should  be  generally  granted  to  the  ordinary  class  of 
bankrupts  as  they  stand  now ;  men  who  are  in  some  degree  blameable,  but  not 
culpably  so ;  and  that  the  third-class  should  be  granted  to  those  individuals  whose 
conduct  has  something  more  reprehensible  in  it  than  usual ;  that  it  should  mark 
that  he  had  been  guilty  of  certain  commercial  misdemeanors ;  I  think,  for  instance, 
that  a  bankrupt  who,  previous  to  his  bankruptcy,  had  been  guilty  of  selling  goods 
at  a  great  saciifice,  without  the  reasonable  hope  of  recovering  himself,  and  who 
had  been  con\1cted  of  that,  should  not  have  a  second-class  certificate. 

944.  Are  we  to  understand  by  '^  ordinary  bankrupt,"  a  man  passing  through 
trade  in  the  ordinarj^  way.  that  you  would  give  liim  a  second-class  certificate ; 

a  man 
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a  man  not  entitled  to  any  peculiar  merit,  and  not  being  open  to  any  peculiar  /.  I.  Traoert^  Bsf. 

charge  ?  

Quite  w.  9*  May  1853- 

945.  What  we  call  an  "  ordinary  bankrupt,"  you  would  give  a  second-class 
certificate  ? 

Yes. 

946.  And  you  would  give  nobody  a  first-class  certificate  but  a  man  who  was 
highly  meritorious,  so  that  you  could  say  his  general  conduct  as  a  trader  was  with- 
out exception,  and  that  his  bankruptcy  has  arisen  wholly  from  imavoidable  losses 
or  misfortunes  ? 

I  would  confine  the  first  class  entirely  to  that  body. 

947.  Then  the  third  class  you  would  mark  as  for  a  specific  offence  ? 
Yes. 

948.  And  say,  "  I  award  to  this  man  a  certificate  of  the  third  class,  because  of 
his  reckless  expenditure,  for  example,  or  his  buying  goods  on  credit,  and  imme- 
diately re-selling  them  to  raise  money,  without  any  probability  of  his  meeting  his 
engagements ;"  would  you  mark  that  man,  and  give  him  a  third-class  certificate  ? 

1  would. 

949.  In  that  way,  therefore,  the  ordinary  class  would  pass  as  persons  going 
through  trade,  and  then  there  would  be  an  order  of  merit,  and  the  order  of 
stigmatizing  ? 

Yes. 

950.  And  if  a  Commissicmer  were  to  tell  you  that,  as  the  law  now  stands,  he 
considers  every  bankrupt  or  any  bankrupt  is  only  entitled  to  a  third-class  certifi- 
cate, which  is  no  slur  upon  him,  and  that  it  must  be  high  merit  indeed  that  gives 
him  the  first  class,  which  you  agree  to,  would  you  think  that  third  class  was  not 
properly  applied  to  the  man  ? 

I  do  not  think  it  would  be  in  that  case. 

951.  Supposing  it  were  proposed  to  restore  arrest  on  mesne  process,  would  you 
be  in  favour  of  that  ? 

1  should. 

952.  Lord  Brougham  and  Vaux.']  Do  you  not  consider  that  the  classification 
of  certificates  was  somewhat  of  a  compensation  for  refusing  to  restore  arrest  on 
mesne  process  r 

I  cannot  say  that  I  did,  individually,  at  the  period  of  the  passing  that  classifi- 
cation; I  was  individually  opposed  to  it,  although  our  committee,  as  a  body, 
approved  of  it ;  and  it  is  from  my  experience  of  the  working  of  the  system  of 
classification  that  I  am  induced  now  to  say  that  I  approve  of  it. 

953.  Although  you  might  not  at  the  time  have  considered  it  a  compensation 
for  want  of  arrest  on  mesne  process,  do  you  now  consider  it  operates  in  that 
direction,  although  it  may  not  be  what  you  reckon  sufficient  ? 

It  is  but  an  infinitesimal  amount  of  compensation  for  the  arrest  on  mesne 
process. 

954.  Earl  of  Harrowby.']  Do  you  consider  that  the  hope  of  getting  a  third- 
class  certificate  operates  upon  an  inferior  class  of  traders  as  an  inducement  to  give 
facilities  in  the  examination  of  their  affairs,  instead  of  being  refused  a  certificate 
altogether  ? 

It  would  depend  upon  what  class  you  allude  to.  When  you  say  the  lowest  class 
of  traders  who  make  use  of  the  Bankruptcy  Court,  they  are  too  low  to  be  affected 
by  anything  but  imprisonment.  I  believe  that  claas  of  traders  to  whom  at  the 
present  moment,  by  the  practice  of  the  Court  of  Bankruptcy,  third-class  certi- 
ficates are  awarded,  are  too  low  in  the  scale  of  morality  to  be  affected  by  anjrthing 
which  does  not  absolutely  incarcerate  their  persons. 

955.  Would  not  that  class  of  debtors,  therefore,  be  often  induced,  in  the  hope 
of  getting  a  certificate  at  all,  to  give  facilities  in  the  arrangement  of  their  affairs, 
and  for  the  investigation  of  their  affairs,  which  they  would  not  do  if  they  had  not 
the  chance  of  a  certificate  ? 

That  probaWy  is  so  in  some  cases. 

(196.4.)  n4  956.  Do 
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J.  I.  Travers,  Esq.      956.  Do  you  believe  that  to  any  extent  in  that  way  the  existence  of  a  third 
_•  JI      g         class  is  an  advantage  to  a  creditor  in  settling  with  a  dishonest  debtor  ? 

^^  '  ^^'  I  do  not  think  it  amounts  to  a  practical  advantage ;  but  in  cases  in  which  it 

would  influence  a  man's  conduct,  I  do  not  think  in  such  cases  the  hope  of  getting 
a  third-class  certificate  could  benefit  the  creditor  very  materially. 

957.  Is  not  the  difference  of  a  man  getting  a  certificate  or  not  of  considerable 
value? 

I  am  afraid,  in  the  practice  of  the  Court,  when  a  man  sees  he  is  to  get  only  ju 
third-class  certificate,  it  is  of  so  low  a  nat^^re  and  character,  that  he  is  not  influenced 
by  such  considerations ;  his  character  would  be  too  bad  for  him  to  hope  for  aBy 
good  result  from  any  certificate  at  all. 

958.  Do  you  think  that  the  third-class  certificate  is  given  to  none  but  those  of 
the  very  lowest  character  ? 

I  believe,  at  the  present  moment,  the  third  class  is  given  only  to  the  very 
worst. 

959.  Lord  Overstone.l  Do  you  know  in  what  proportion  the  third  class  is  given,, 
compared  to  the  other  two  classes  ? 

I  do  not. 

960.  Chairman.']  Supposing  a  man  to  be  desirous  of  getting  a  certificate,  and 
that  the  classification  was  altogether  abolished,  speaking  of  the  man  just  as  we 
have  been  speaking,  would  he  not  have  the  same  motive  to  facilitate  the  getting, 
in  of  his  estate,  in  order  to  obtain  his  certificate,  that  he  would  have  to  obtain  his 
certificate,  and  more,  perhaps,  marked  with  the  third  class  ? 

I  think  it  would  act  as  a  greater  inducement  to  him  under  the  old  system  than 
it  does  under  the  present. 

961.  Lord  Brougham  and  Vaux.]  You  have  given  us  your  opinion,  that,  although^ 
you  consider  the  present  mode  of  granting  the  form  of  Schedule  (Z.)  might  be  very 
much  improved,  still  you  greatly  prefer  the  continuance  of  it  as  it  is  to  its  being 
abolished  altogether  ? 

Yes. 

962.  Have  you  had  occasion  to  converse  with  others  upon  the  same  subjects 
persons  in  trade  in  the  city  r 

Yes ;  as  far  as  my  experience  goes,  that  is  the  general  opinion,  that  the  classifi-^ 
cation  is  good,  that  it  might  be  made  better,  but  that,  on  the  whole,  it  works  well,, 
and  is  an  improvement. 

963.  Is  the  result  of  your  communication  with  others  in  the  city  upon  this 
subject,  that  the  total  change,  by  recurring  to  the  old  system,  would  be  lamented,^ 
or  otherwise  ? 

I  believe  it  would  be  lamented. 

964.  Do  you  take  that  to  be  the  general  impression  ? 
I  do. 

965.  Was  it  the  belief  among  traders,  among  the  credit-giving  class,  that  pre- 
vious to  this  system  certificates  were  suspended,  and  sometimes  not  suspended,  but: 
given  in  cases  where  the  party's  conduct  had  been  exceptionable  ? 

I  believe  that  in  most  cases  a  certificate  was  given  without  any  very  immediate 
reference  to  the  conduct  of  the  bankrupt ;  doubtless  certificates  were  suspended 
in  very  gross  cases,  but  it  was  confined  to  the  very  worst  cases.  There  is  a  finer 
distinction  dra^\•n  now  than  there  was  before,  because  the  Commissioner  did  not 
like  to  refuse  a  man  his  certificate  altogether,  and  he  therefore  on  many  occasions 
granted  a  certificate  to  a  man  who  really  did  not  deserve  it ;  in  those  cases  he- 
now  grants  third-class  certificates :  that  is  my  experience. 

966.  Is  that  the  general  feeling  among  the  credit-giving  classes  ? 
I  believe  it  is. 

967.  Chairman.']  You  have  been  referring  to  the  general  feeling  of  the  trading 
community  with  which  you  are  acquainted;  is  the  general  feeling  of  the  same 
community  in  accordance  with  your  opinion,  that  it  would  be  desirable  to  revive 
the  arrest  on  mesne  process  ? 

That  is  the  opinion  among  all  the  inteUigent  and  thinking  class;   provided 

always. 
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always,  that  those  powers  of  arrest  were  guarded  against  abuse  more  than  they  J.  I.  Traversy  Esf. 
were  under  the  old  law. 


968.  Lord  Brougham  and  Vaux."]  Guarded  by  new  provisions  against  abuse  r 
Yes. 

969.  Lord  OverisUme.']  When  any  of  your  debtors  become  insolvent,  do  you 
generally  consider  it  more  desirable,  for  the  interest  of  the  creditors,  to  pass  their 
affidrs  through  bankruptcy,  or  to  wind  them  up  through  trust  ? 

Before  the  alteration  of  the  Bankrupt  Law  in  1849,  I  invariably  found  the 
Bankrupt  Law  was  used  as  a  threat  Against  the  creditor.  A  reckless  or  fraudulent 
debtor  would  say,  "  Take  5  ^.  in  the  pound,  or  I  will  appeal  to  the  laws  of  ray 
country,"  and  it  was  an  effective  threat.  As  a  man  of  business,  I  have  often  sub- 
mitted to  be  robbed,  knowing  that  I  was  robbed,  because  I  would  not  revert  to 
bankruptcy ;  it  was  the  lesser  of  two  evils.  But  since  the  change  in  1849, 1  find 
that  the  threat  of  bankruptcy  is  efiectual  in  the  majority  of  cases  in  compelling  a 
man  to  make  a  reasonable  arrangement  with  his  creditors. 

970.  Lord  Brougham  and  VauxJ]  Do  you  mean  a  threat  on  the  part  of  the 
creditor  now  ;  formeriy  it  was  on  the  part  of  the  debtor? 

Yes. 

971.  Lord  Over  stone.']  Do  you  consider  that  the  recent  alterations  of  the 
Bankruptcy  Law  have  rendered  bankruptcy  a  useful  instrument  in  the  hands  of 
the  creditor  for  effecting  an  honest  administration  of  the  assets  of  the  insolvent  ? 

I  do. 

972.  Are  there  any  considerations  still  existing  which  render  you,  as  a  creditor,, 
indisposed  to  pass  the  affairs  of  your  debtor  through  the  Bankruptcy  Court  ? 

Manv. 

973.  What  are  they? 

The  expense  and  personal  trouble,  and  the  unsatisfactorj'  result  in  general. 

974.  What  do  you  include  in  the  last  clause  of  that  answer,  the  unsatisfactory 
result? 

That  in  cases  in  which  I  should  be  disposeil  to  compel  a  debtor  of  mine  to  go 
through  the  Bankrupt  Court,  it  would  be  with  the  hope  that  the  Conmiis- 
sioner  would  pass  some  censure  on  the  conduct  which  I  myself  thought  to  be 
wrong.  The  difficulty  of  proving  that,  and  the  great  mildness  of  the  Commis- 
sioners in  putting  the  penal  clauses  of  the  Bankrupt  Act  into  operation,  makes  it 
generally  an  unsatisfactory  proceeding  on  the  part  of  the  creditor ;  still,  whilst  it 
does  not  do  all  that  a  creditor  would  hope,  it  does  act  as  a  restraint  upon  the 
debtor  ;  but  the  machinery  is  too  clmnsy  and  heavy  to  be  very  effective  on  the 
part  of  the  creditor. 

975.  Are  you  of  opinion  that  undue  leniency  in  many  cases  has  a  tendency 
to  prevent  creditors  passing  the  affairs  of  insolvency  through  the  Bankrupt 
Court? 

That  it  does  so  in  my  o\\ii  case  I  say  unhesitatingly. 

976.  Do  you  think  that  undue  severity  has  ever  the  same  effect  upon  the 
creditors  ? 

I  have  never  heard  of  a  case  of  undue  severity  on  the  part  of  the  Conmiis- 
sioners  of  Bankruptcy,  and  I  do  not  think  it  has  ever  existed ;  I  think  that  the 
practice  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Court  of  Bankruptcy  is  always  mild. 

977.  Without  reference  to  the  Commissioners'  conduct,  do  you  think  that  there 
is  in  the  bankruptcy  system  necessarily  involved  any  undue  severity  which  deters 
reasonable  creditors  from  passing  the  affairs  of  the  insolvent  through  the  Court  of 
Bankruptcy? 

I  do  not. 

978.  Chairman.']  You  have  said  that  you  are  not  acquainted  with  the  details^ 
of  the  Bankruptcy  Law  ? 

No,  I  am  not. 

979.  Your  approbation  of  the  working  of  the  system  does  not  depend  on  the 
classification  alone  ? 

No,  certainly  not. 
(196.4.)  O  980.  Lord 


9th  May  1853, 


Digitized  by 


Google 


106 


MINUTES   OF   EVIDENCE    TAKEN   BfifORE  8ELECT 


J.  I.  Trovers^  £*y. 
f)t!i  May  1853. 


980.  Lord  Overstone.'l  Your  approbation  of  the  classification  system  is  distiiiet 

and  positive,  although  you  think  it  might  still  further  be  improved  ? 
It  is  a  distinct  and  positive  approbation. 

The  Witness  is  directed  to  withdraw. 


Mr.  E.  Latorance. 


MR.  EDWARD  LAWRANCE  called  in,  and  examined  as  follows : 

981.  ChairmanJ]  ARE  you  a  solicitor? 
I  9m. 

982.  Do  you  practise  in  the  Banknq)tcy  Court  ? 
I  do. 

983.  You  have  had  full  experience  of  the  classification  which  we  have  now 
been  discussing  ? 

I  have. 

984.  Have  you  heard  all  that  has  been  said  ? 

Yes. 

985.  Will  you  give  the  Committee  your  opinion  of  the  operation  of  those 
classes? 

I  think  the  operation  of  the  classification  is  beneficial ;  I  think  the  terms  used 
are  objectionable,  and  that  all  the  benefit  of  classification  would  be  retained  if  the 
words  of  the  198th  section  only  were  used»  and  the  Commissioner^  in  awarding 
the  certificate,  either  as  of  the  first,  second  or  third  class,  w^^  simply  to  state 
that,  having  regard  to  the  conduct  of  the  bankrupt  as  a  trader  before  his  bankruptcy, 
and  his  conformity  to  the  bankruptcy  laws  since  his  bankruptcy,  he  had  awarded 
a  certificate  of  the  first,  second  or  third  class,  according  to  circumstances. 

986.  Then  would  you  adopt  the  view  that  has  been  stated  by  the  former 
witness,  of  making  one  class,  and  that  class  go  to  the  granting  of  the  certificate 
prepared  by  those  words,  of  the  first,  second  or  third  class  ? 

Yes ;  I  would  retain  the  classes  without  the  words  in  Schedule  (Z.) 

987.  Lord  Brougham  and  VauxJ]  Do  you  not  think  that  would  be  too  general? 
No,  I  think  not ;  I  think  it  would  be  quite  understood  that  the  conduct  of  the 

bankrupt  had  not  been  such  as  to  entitle  him  to  the  highest  commendation ;  and 
the  class  to  be  awarded  might  be  safely  left  to  the  Commissioner. 

988.  Lord  Overstone.']  Should  you  see  any  objection  to  the  Commissioner  being 
vested  with  the  discretionary  power  of  stating  special  circumstances,  if  he  thought 
it  necessary ;  for  instance,  if  he  found  an  extensive  system  of  accommodation  bills, 
;^nd  a  fictitious  credit,  or  if  he  found  a  disgraceful  system  of  jmvate  expenditure, 
or  if  he  found  the  over-trading  to  be  of  a  very  extreme  character,  that  he  might 
set  that  forth  specially  in  his  certificate  ? 

I  think  it  would  be  exceedingly  inconvenient  in  practice,  and  very  unsatisfactory 
both  to  the  creditor  and  to  the  bankrupt.  If  the  judgment  of  the  Commissioner 
were  too  mild  in  the  opinion  of  the  creditor,  he  would  be  dissatisfied  with  the 
reasons  stated  by  the  Commissioner ;  and  if  it  were,  in  the  opinion  of  the  bank- 
rupt, severe,  he  would  be  equally  dissatisfied. 

989.  Earl  of  Harrowby.'}  The  reasons  are  stated  vivd  voce  now? 

Yes ;  and  every  argument  urged  on  both  sides  is  carefully  weighed  by  the  Com- 
missioner. 

990.  Lord  Ov€rUon€.'\  Do  you  think  the  dissatisfaction  either  of  the  creditor 
or  of  the  insolvent  is  the  right  object  to  be  aimed  at ;  should  yon  not  aim  at 
granting  the  certificate  in  such  a  form  as  would  exercise  a  moral  influence  on  the 
insolvent,  and  convey  the  most  useful  information  to  the  public  ? 

Undoubtedly,  if  it  were  practicable ;  but  I  think  it  is  impracticable,  and  would 
give  rise  to  a  vast  deal  of  discussion,  and  au  attempt  to  impose  on  the  Commis- 
sioner a  duty  almost  impossible  to  discharge  either  satisfactorily  to  himself  or  to 
the  suitor. 

991.  Earl  of  Harrowby.']  Have  you  observed  a  great  anxiety  amongst  bank- 
rupts to  obtain  one  class  of  certificate  rather  than  another? 

'  Yes, 
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Yes,  a  very  great  anxiety.     I  have  practised  extensively  among  all  classes  of  Air.  E.  Liwance, 
traders,  and  I  have  to  support  frequent  applications  of  bankrupts  in  the  humblest  ■ — 

stations  of  life,  and  I  am  certain  that  they  have  as  keen  a  sense  of  the  importance  ^^      -  '^^*^ 
of  the  dass  as  any  merchant  who  may  become  a  bankrupt. 

992.  Do  they  look  upon  it  as  an  important  element  in  their  future  success  ? 
Most  undoubtedly  they  do,  and  struggle  for  it. 

993.  Lord  Over&tane.']  Which  do  they  consider  most  severe,  to  have  a  third- 
class  certificate  or  a  suspension  ? 

The  suspension  is  a  more  severe  punishment  than  a  third-class  certificate,  because 
the  suspension  ordinarily  involves  a  third  class  also.  The  fact  of  the  suspension, 
when  the  certificate  is  suspended,  always  appears  on  the  lace  of  the  certificate,  as 
well  as  the  class. 

994.  Earl  of  HarrcmbyJ]  Under  the  word  "  suspension  "  ? 

The  form  is  this :  after  reciting  the  proceedings  under  the  bankruptcy,  and  that 
the  bankrupt  has  conformed  himself,  and  passed  his  last  examination,  the  certificate 
then  proceeds  to  state,  that  **  I  (the  Commissioner),  on  such  a  day  held  a  sitting 
for  the  allowance  of  the  bankrupt's  certificate,  and,  having  regard  to  his  conduct 
as  a  trader,  I  did  then  and  there  suspend  it.'* 

995.  Lord  Brougham  and  VauxJ]  The  last  examination  having  been  stated  ? 
Yes.    "  I  did  then  and  there  suspend  the  allowance  of  the  certificate  of  the 

bankrupt  for  the  space  of,"  say  three  calendar  months ;  "  and  which  time  having 
now  elapsed,  I  do  declare  the  bankrupt  entitled  to  a  certificate  as  of  the  third 
class." 

996.  Earl  of  Harrawby.']  Would  the  feu^t  of  a  suspension,  and  the  extent  of  it, 
be  as  well  known  to  the  parties  whom  it  interests  as  that  of  the  class  which  the 
bankrupt  obtains  ? 

Yes. 

997.  Chairman^]  You  were  asked  whether  you  thought  the  suspension  of  a 
certificate  or  the  third  class  was  the  most  injurious  to  the  man ;  you  answered  by 
saying,  "  The  third  class,  because  suspension  and  third  dass  go  together  "  r 

I  did  not  make  myself  understood;  I  meant  to  say,  that  suspension  was  a 
greater  punishment  than  a  third  class ;  because,  if  a  certificate  were  suspended,  it 
was  ultimately  granted  as  of  the  third  class. 

998.  If  you  suppose  suspension  to  include  the  necessity  of  third  class,  then  the 
two  must  be  a  greater  punishment  than  the  one :  suspension  must  be  a  greater 
punishment  than  the  third  class  immediately ;  but  does  it  follow,  from  what  you 
know  in  practice,  that  the  suspension  is  followed  by  a  third  class? 

Not  always,  but  frequently. 

999.  Did  you  ever  know  a  first  class  suspended  ? 
Never. 

1000.  Have  you  ever  known  cases  of  second  class  suspended  ? 

Yes;  one  of  the  learned  Conmiissioners  (Mr.  Commissioner  Evans),  who  is 
indisposed  to  classification,  where  he  suspends  a  certificate,  will  almost  always, 
except  in  very  flagrant  cases,  give  it  as  of  the  second  class ;  because  he  assumes 
bankruptcy  may  in  the  great  minority  of  cases  be  presumed  to  arise  partly  from 
unavoidable  losses  and  misfortunes,  and  partly  from  incompetency  to  trade,  or  over 
speculation. 

1001.  That  is,  he  punishes  with  suspension  ;  but  he  does  not  therefore  follow 
it  by  the  punishment  of  the  third  class  ? 

Yes. 

1002.  Lord  Beaumont.']  Would  you  consider  that  a  suspension  for  12  months,, 
with  a  second-class  certificate,  was  a  greater  punishment  than  a  third-class  imme- 
diately ? 

I  should  consider  it  a  greater  punishment,  because  the  suspension  deprives  a 
man  of  the  opportunity  of  going  into  trade  during  those  12  months;  he  is 
proscribed  during  that  period. 

1003.  ChaifTnan.^  What  should  you  say,  if  a  great  many  traders  and  great 
wholesale  houses  were  to  say,  that  if  a  man  were  to  present  himself  for  employ- 
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Mr.  E.  Laujrance.  ment  after  a  bankruptcy  with  a  third-class  certificate,  they  should  immediatelr 

(r    ^  rgect  him  without  further  inquiry  ? 

^thMay  1853.         j  think  if  they  had  no  better  reason  than  the  fact  of  his  having  obtained  a 
""  third-class  certificate,  unaccompanied  with  a  suspension,  it  would  be  a  very  insuffi- 

cient reason. 

1004.  That  would  seem,  therefore,  to  show  that  a  third-class  certificate  may 
operate  more  injuriously  than  it  ought  to  do  ? 

It  would  in  the  case  of  that  particular  house ;  but  I  do  not  think  it  would  be 
generally  so  felt. 

1005.  That  particular  house  assumed  to  speak  for  the  whole  body? 

I  do  not  think  the  mercantile  community  would  consent  to  be  represented  by 
such  a  house. 

1006.  Lord  Beaumont.'}  Would  a  bankrupt  with  a  second-class  certificate,  after 
a  suspension  of  12  months,  get  credit  more  easily  or  less  easily  than  a  person  with 
a  third-class  certificate  which  had  been  granted  immediately  ? 

I  think  that  a  man  whose  certificate  had  been  suspended  for  12  months  would 
have  a  much  less  chance  of  getting  credit  than  one  whose  certificate  had  be^i 
granted  immediately,  although  of  the  third-class. 

1007.  Chairman.']  Is  not  a  12  months' suspension  a  severe  punishment? 
It  is ;  but  it  is  frequently  inflicted. 

1008.  It  is  not  an  ordinary  punishment? 

No ;  it  is  sometimes  accompanied  with  the  refusal  of  protection,  and  is  then  & 
severe  punishment. 

1009.  Lord  Brougham  and  Vaux.]  Suppose  you  were  to  compare  a  suspension 
for  three  months  with  the  immediate  grant  of  a  second-class  certificate,  which 
should  you  consider  the  most  injurious  to  the  bankrupt  ? 

The  suspension  for  three  months. 

1010.  Comparing  it  with  the  immediate  grant  of  a  third-class  certificate,  which 
should  you  consider  the  worse  for  the  bankrupt  ? 

The  suspension  for  three  months. 

1011.  Chairman.]  Should  you  say  that  without  reference  to  the  condition  of 
the  trader,  or  his  position  ? 

Yes,  I  should  say  so ;  as  the  result  of  my  own  experience,  I  can  state  that 
bankrupts  are  more  anxious  to  get  into  business  immediately,  and  to  obtain  their 
certificates  for  that  purpose,  than  they  are  careful  for  the  distinction  between  the 
second  and  third-class  certificate.  They  object  to  the  third  class  when  accompanied 
by  a  suspension,  because  it  carries  with  it  grave  imputations  on  their  fitness  for 
trade,  past  or  prospective. 

1012.  Are  you  not  rather  speaking  with  reference  to  the  wishes  of  your  clients 
at  the  time,  than  from  your  knowledge  of  the  subsequent  operation  of  the  judg- 
ment on  them  ? 

I  think  the  operation  of  the  judgment  on  them  would  be  more  injurious  to 
them  if  it  were  accompanied  by  a  suspension,  however  short,  than  if  it  were 
granted  as  of  the  third  class  immediately,  instead  as  of  the  second  class  at  the  end 
of  the  suspended  period. 

1013.  Earl  of  Harrowhy.]  What  do  you  consider  to  be  the  fSeur  inference  from 
the  distinction  between  the  second  and  the  third  class  as  to  the  conduct  of  a 
bankrupt  ? 

I  think  where  a  man's  certificate  is  awarded  as  of  the  third  class,  he  feels  he  is 
put  into  the  lowest  scale  of  mercantile  and  commercial  fitness ;  it  is  rather  an 
imputation  on  his  capacity  to  trade,  with  reference  to  his  abilities  as  a  trader. 

1014.  Do  you  consider  that  the  third  class,  without  any  suspension,  does  not 
carry  with  it  much  imputation  of  fraud  } 

Certainly  not ;  I  should  think  the  granting  of  an  immediate  third-class  certifi- 
cate would,  from  the  fact  of  its  being  immediate,  relieve  the  bankrupt  from  any 
imputation  of  fraud. 

1015.  Therefore,  a  second-class  certificate,  with  long  suspension,  would  rather 
carry  the  imputation  of  fraud  than  a  third  class  directly  granted  ? 

Ye«: 
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Yes :  the  question  of  class  is  generally  determined  after  the  question  has  been    Mr.  E.Ltm-anee. 

determined  whether  a  man  should  have  an  immediate  certificate  or  not.     It  is  not  

unusual  for  those  who  apply  for  a  certificate  when  the  Court  has  given  its  judg.      ^         ^  ^^5Q>- 
ment  upon  the  question  of  an  immediate  certificate  or  a  suspension,  to  ask  the 
learned  Commissioner  what  the  class  is  to  be  at  the  expiration  of  the  time,  showing, 
therefore,  that  the  first  struggle  is  for  an  immediate  certificate. 

1016.  Do  you  conceive  there  is  such  an  uniformity  of  view  among  the  various 
Commissioners,  that  you  can  say  that  one  idea  nms  through  the  classification  ? 

It  is  diflScult  to  answer  that  question.  I  believe  there  is  the  same  anxiety  on 
the  part  of  all  the  learned  Commissioners  to  do  substantial  justice  between  the 
suitors ;  but  some  men,  from  the  constitution  of  their  minds,  look  differently  upon 
the  acts  of  bankrupts  from  what  others  do.  I  can  tell  from  my  experience  what 
certificate  Commissioner  A.  would  grant,  which  would  probably  be  difiereut  from 
what  Commissioner  B.  would  grant  under  the  same  circumstances. 

1017.  Chairman.']  How  do  you  come  to  that  conclusion,  by  looking  to  your 
knowledge  of  the  bearing  of  the  minds  of  the  Commissioners,  or  the  merits  of 
the  case? 

From  the  bearing  of  the  Commissioner's  mind :  one  or  two  of  the  Commis- 
sioners are  indisposed  to  apply  the  law  severely  or  stringently. 

1018.  Earl  of  Harrowby.']  Some  are  inclined  to  look  with  more  severity  on 
the  calamities  of  trade,  attributing  them  more  to  misconduct  or  mismanagement 
ithan  others  ? 

Yes. 

1019.  Others  would  look  upon  them  more  as  the  result  of  misfortune  ? 
Yes. 

1020.  And  you  get  to  know  pretty  well  that  there  is  that  current  of  opinion  in 
one  man's  mind  rather  than  in  another's  ? 

,    Yes ;  if  the  case  be  a  flagrant  case,  there  can  be  no  possible  question  that  there 
must  be  a  suspension  for  a  longer  or  a  shorter  period. 

1021.  Do  you  think  the  morals  of  trade  have  improved  or  not  under  the  classi- 
fication system  ? 

I  think  they  have. 

1022«  That  it  is  considered  as  a  moral  standard  ? 

Yes. 

1023.  And  of  great  value  ? 

Yes. 

1024.  Lord  Overstone.]  Is  not  the  predominant  fault  in  trade  the  over  granting 
^f  credit  ? 

Yes ;  I  think  if  creditors  took  half  the  pains  to  inquire  into  the  position  and 
capacity  of  their  debtor  before  they  trusted  him  that  they  do  to  find  fault  with 
and  punish  him  afterwards,  trade  would  be  in  a  much  more  wholesome  condition 
than  it  is  at  present. 

1025.  Lord  Brougham  and  Vaux.']  You  were  understood  to  incline  towards 
the  opinion,  that,  instead  of  any  specification,  as  there  is  now  in  Schedule  (Z.),  there 
ought  to  be  merely  first,  second  and  third  classes  in  each  case,  grounded  upon 
the  consideration  of  the  previous  conduct  of  the  bankrupt  both  before  and  after 
his  bankruptcy,  his  conduct  as  a  trader  ? 

'    Yes. 

1026.  You  incline  towards  that  ? 

Yes ;  I  think  the  words  are  felt  to  be  an  incumbrance  as  they  now  stand.  It 
can  hardly  be  said  that  any  bankruptcy  or  insolvency  is  the  result  of  unavoidable 
losses  and  misfortunes ;  for  a  man  may  decline  to  go  into  business  at  all,  and 
thereby  avoid  the  losses  and  misfortunes  incident  to  trade. 

1027.  Do  you  consider  that  the  words  first,  second  and  third,  would  be  suflScient 
to  operate  on  the  mind  of  the  trader,  in  the  first  place,  without  any  further 
speciiScation  ? 

Yes,  without  any  other  specification  than  that  which  you  have  indicated,  via., 
(196.4.)  O  3  havmg 
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Mr.  JBl  Lamranet.   having  regwd  to  his  conduct  as  a  trader,  becaosa  that  realty  inchides  errery  things 
his  personal  expenditure,  as  weU  as  his  trade  specnlations. 

1028.  Would  that  be  sufficient^  the  difierence  between  first,  second  and  third 
class,  irrespective  of  the  certificate  to  direct  his  attention  to  the  ground  of  giving 
him  a  second  rather  than  a  first,  or  a  third  rather  than  a  second  ? 

I  think  it  would,  because  the  ground  on  which  the  judgment  of  the  Com- 
BUtsioner  had  proceeded,  would  be  known  to  those  who  were  interested  at  the 
moment,  the  creditors ;  imd  if  it  became  important  to  ascertain  afkerwards  what 
had  been  the  conduct  of  the  bankrupt,  that  inquiry  would  be  made,  which 
Mr.  Reed  has  referred  to. 

1029.  You  are  now  talking  of  the  effect  of  this  on  the  creditor,  that  is,  its 
effect  on  the  trader,  the  bankrupt  himself? 

I  think  the  bankrupt  would  prefer  it  Avithout  the  words  which  at  present  exist. 

1030.  Do  you  think  the  banknipt  would  be  equally  deterred  from  malpractices 
by  the  words  being  kept  so  general  as  first,  second  and  third  } 

I  think  so ;  I  do  not  imagine  that  any  man  has  the  prospect  of  bankruptcy 
immediately  before  him  Avhen  he  goes  into  trade,  still  less  its  remote  consequences, 
such  as  certificate,  and  its  classification.  I  think  the  struggle  for  the  certificate 
arises  when  a  man  becomes  bankrupt ;  and  the  chances  of  getting  a  certificate  of 
a  high  class  do  undoubtedly  depend  very  much  upon  the  assistance  which  he 
renders  his  assignees  in  realizing  his  estate,  and  in  investigating  debts  tendered 
for  proof. 

1031.  Chairman.^  That  would  be  met  by  the  words,  "  by  his  conduct  as  a 
trader  both  before  and  after  the  bankruptcy"  ? 

I  believe  the  words  "  and  after  his  bankruptcy,"  were  introduced  advisedly,  for 
the  purpose  of  holding  out  to  the  bankrupt  an  inducement  to  assist  his  assignees ; 
and  it  is  not  unusual  for  the  Comnii88k)ner,  where  the  case  weiglis  in  the  Maoce, 
to  give  the  bankrupt  the  benefit  of  his  subsequent  conduct  as  an  indiestioB  of  tke 
honesty  of  the  man's  intention  to  make  all  the  reparation  be  can  ta  his  ereditMs : 
I  think  it  is  holding  out  to  him  a  premium  to  eqiiate  his  mefamtile  offnees  aftw 
his  bankruptcy. 

1032.  Lord  Brougham  and  Vaux.']  Do  you  consider  that  the  creditors  abo 
seeing  that  the  grant  was  of  a  first,  second  or  third  class,  without  anything*  is  the 
Schedule  to  specify  more  particularly  what  first,  second  and  third  meant,  that  that 
would  be  sufficient,  as  a  general  rule,  in  considering  whether  or  not  the  gnuit  dionld 
take  place  ? 

I  think  it  would ;  I  think  there  are  very  many  cases^  such  as  those  iikliflHted 
by  Mr.  Reed,  in  which  the  conduct  of  the  bankrupt  has  not  been  so  grave  as  to 
call  on  the  creditors  to  ask  the  Commissioner  to  suspend  his  certificate,  but  yet 
where  it  has  been  so  objectionable  as  to  improvident,  rather  than  reckless  trading, 
or  excessive  personal  expenditure,  that  the  justice  of  the  case  is  met  by  a  c^in* 
cate  (A  the  third  class,  and  I  have  met  with  many  such  cases.  Mr.  Reed  has 
represented  creditors,  and  I  have  represented  the  bonkrapt. 

1033.  Earl  of  Harrowby.']  Would  the  Commissioners  feel  more  or  less  difficulty 
in  consequence  of  the  omission  of  the  words  in  classifying  the  parties  brought 
before  them  ? 

I  think  they  would  have  less  diflScolty  in  classifying  if  the  words  were  omitted. 

1034.  They  would  not  feel  at  a  loss  for  want  of  guidance  ? 
I  think  the  conduct  of  the  bankrupt  would  be  a  sufficient  guide  to  them  as  to 

the  classification ;  and  both  the  creditors  and  the  bankrupt  might  safely  reij  on 
their  discretion. 

The  Witness  is  directed  to  withdraw. 


Mn  Commiuioner 
R.  G.  C.  Fane. 


MR.  COMMISSIONER  ROBERT  G.  CECIL  FANE  is  called  in, 
and  further  examineil  as  follows: 


^  1035.  Lord  Brougham  a?id  Vaux.]  IN  your  evidence  the  other  day,  you  mea* 
tioned  that,  according  to  the  best  of  your  recollection,  you  had  granted  a  first-class 
certificate  in  not  more  thwi  one  ease  in  twenty  that  came  before  you  ? 
Yes. 

1036.  Upon 
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1096.  Upon  looking  fiirther  into  the  matter,  do  you  find  that  was  an  incorrect  Mr.  Cmmimon^ 
stateaiaat  ?  A.  G.  C.  Fane. 

I  fcave  had  &  return  made  to  me  bjr  my  derk  of  all  the  cases  which  have  come     q..  ^ — g 
before  me  between  June  1851  and  June  1862,  and  the  result  of  those  cases  is  ^^  ^  ^^' 

that  I  granted  a  first-class  certificate  in  one  case  in  every  five-and-a-half. 

1037.  Have  you  any  reason  to  believe  that  that  was  other  than  the  average  of 
the  former  year  and  the  year  after  ? 

Not  the  smallest ;  but  every  reason  to  believe  it  was  a  fair  aveiage. 

1038.  Since  1849? 
Yes. 

The  Witness  is  directed  to  withdraw. 

MR.  JOHN  UNKLATEB  is  called  in,  and  examined  as  follows :  Mr.  J.  Linklater. 

1039.  Lord  Brougham  and  Vaux.^  ARE  you  a  solicitor  ? 
Yes. 

1040.  Have  you  practised  as  a  solicitor  in  the  Bankruptey  Court  since  the  Act 
of  1849  passed  ? 

I  have  had  considerable  experience  since  that  period. 

1041.  Did  you  practise  there  before  1849? 
I  did. 

1042.  How  long  had  you  practised  before  ? 
Several  years. 

1043.  What  is  your  opinion  on  the  dassification  of  certificates ;  doea  it  operate 
&vourably  or  unfavourably  ? 

1  have  no  doubt  that  the  clasrification  of  certificates  is  very  desirable.  I  think 
it  has  a  very  salutary  effect  on  the  conduct  of  bankrupts,  not  only  after  thay 
become  bankrupt,  but  while  they  are  carrying  on  their  trade. 

1044.  Is  that  the  result  of  your  experience  and  communication  with  your 
clients  ? 

It  is. 

1045.  Have  you  heard  the  evidence  given  by  Mr.  Lawrance  ? 
I  have. 

1046.  Do  you,  generally  speaking,  agree  with  or  differ  from  him  ? 
I  agree  with  almost  all  the  observations  of  Mr.  Lawrance. 

1047.  Do  you  on  any  material  point  differ  with  him? 

I  do  not  recollect  at  the  moment  any  material  point  of  difference. 

1048.  Do  you  consider  that  it  would  be  advantageous,  omitting  the  specification 
given  in  the  Schedule  of  the  description  of  the  three  classes,  if  gen^*al  words  were 
prefixed  with  such  grant  of  the  certificate,  having  regard  to  the  conduct  of  the 
bankrupt  as  a  trader  before  and  after  his  bankruptcy,  and  then  granting  a  certifi^ 
cate  of  first,  second  or  third  dass,  that  that  would  be  an  improvement  ? 

Tbat  is  the  view  which  I  entertain  of  the  subject :  it  appears  to  me  that  the 
present  mode  of  classification  is  highly  objectionable.  It  happens  by  no  means 
unfirequently  that  a  bankrupt  who  has  been  guilty  of  gross  fraud,  whose  certifi- 
cate is  suspended  for  a  considerable  period,  but  who  ultimately  obtains  a  certificate 
of  the  second  class,  is  placed  in  a  better  situation  than  a  man  who  has  been  guilty 
of  no  fraud,  but  the  circumstances  of  whose  trading  render  it  necessarj'  for  the 
<3onmiissioner,  according  to  the  language  of  the  present  Act  of  Parliament,  to  grant 
a  certificate  of  the  third  class  only. 

1049.  Does  it  appear  to  you,  as  yom  consider  that  the  present  mode  of  classi- 
fication is  objectionable,  that  any  other  mode  better  than  the  present  can  be 
suggested,  retaining  the  principle  of  classification,  which  would  be  better  than  the 
present,  except  the  mere  omission  of  the  specification,  and  the  making  it  No.  1, 
2  or  3  ? 

I  have  given  the  subject  very  much  attention,  and  it  appears  to  me  that  it  would 

be  impossible  to  frame  any  language  within  a  moderate  compass  sufficient  to  com- 
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Mr.  J.  LinUater.  prise  all  the  Rubjects  by  which  the  Commissioner's  decision  should  be  guided  in 

— —  coming  to  a  conclusion.    His  judgment  should  be  formed  upon  the  general  conduct 

9th  Maj  1853.  ofthetrader,  not  having  regard  to  one  particular  act,  or  one  particular  offence 

^"  T"  only. 

1050.  Do  you  consider  that,  by  increasing  the  number  of  classes,  instead  of 
three,  making  it  four  or  five,  and  having  a  specification  of  each,  that  would  be  an 
improvement  on  the  present,  or  that  that  could  easily  be  done  ? 

I  think  the  distinction  would  be  so  refined,  that  it  would  in  truth  do  away  with 
the  benefit  derived  from  the  present  classification. 

1051.  Suppose  no  change  were  made  in  the  present  classification  at  all,  and  that 
the  question  was  between  giving  it  up  and  retaining  it,  which  would  you  prefer  ? 

I  speak  with  the  greatest  possible  confidence  as  to  the  effect  which  the  present 
classification  has  upon  the  conduct  of  traders :  I  am  quite  satisfied  that  it  has  the 
effect  of  deterring  many  men  from  fraud  and  impropriety,  and  is  also  a  great 
incentive  to  exertion  on  the  part  of  bankrupts  in  the  administration  of  their  estates 
pending  their  progress  through  the  Court. 

1052.  Is  that  the  result  of  your  communications  with  and  knowledge  of  the- 
proceedings  of  your  clients  ? 

Entirely  so. 

1053.  Is  it  the  result  of  your  communications  with  and  knowledge  of  your 
clients,  both  creditors  and  bankrupts  ? 

I  speak  more  positively  with  reference  to  my  communion  with  bankrupts. 

1054.  What  is  your  opinion  with  reference  to  the  effects  of  clajssification  upon 
other  parties,  creditors  ? 

I  think  the  creditors  would  be  better  satisfied  if  the  classification  of  the  certifi- 
cate depended  upon  the  propriety  or  impropriety,  and  the  morality,  as  it  were,  oft 
the  bankrupt's  trading.  The  present  classification  is  not  governed  by  the  general 
conduct  of  the  trader,  but  is  limited  to  the  inquiry  whether,  from  some  particular 
cause,  the  bankruptcy  may  be  considered  to  have  arisen  wholly  or  partially  from- 
unavoidable  losses  and  misfortunes. 

1055.  Do  the  traders  regard  the  classification  as  it  at  present  stands,  even  if  it 
were  not  improved,  as  a  great  improvement  upon  the  former  system  ? 

Undoubtedly,  and  one  of  considerable  importance. 

1056.  Are  you  aware  whether  they  would  prefer  it  with  the  improvement  now 
suggested  by  Mr.  Reed,  and  Mr.  La\\Tance  and  yourself? 

I  cannot  say  that  I  have  had  much  conversation  with  them  upon  that  subject. 

1057.  Are  you  aware  whether  the  amount  of  bankruptcy  in  Court  has  been 
lessened  in  consequence  of  the  classification  of  certificates  ? 

I  believe  not ;  I  should  rather  think  that  the  classification  of  certificates  would 
have  a  different  effect,  because  creditor  and  bankrupt  regard  the  granting  of  a  low 
class  of  certificate  as  a  punishment,  and  it  would  therefore  be  considered  as  one  of 
the  means  by  which  creditors  might  obtain  redress  for  the  injury  that  had  been 
done  them. 

1058.  Chahman.']  To  what  do  you  refer  the  diminution  in  bankrupts  ? 

It  is  very  diflScult  to  suggest  a  reason  for  the  diminution,  because  I  believe  from 
all  time  creditors  have  been  averse  to  the  Court  of  Bankruptcy ;  greater  facility 
has  of  late  been  given  to  compositions  and  private  arrangements,  and  that  may 
have  tended  to  reduce  the  numl>er  of  bankruptcies. 

1059.  Lord  Brougham  and  Vaux.']  In  what  way  have  greater  facilities  been, 
given? 

Under  the  Bankrupt  Law  Consolidation  Act  of  1849. 

1060.  Chaimian.l  Do  you  believe  that  those  compositions  have  been  very  much 
resorted  to? 

Since  that  period  very  much. 

1061.  In  large  bankruptcies  or  small  ones? 

Comprehending  both  classes.  Will  you  permit  me  to  observe,  with  reference  to- 
ft question  put  by  the  Earl  of  Harrowby,  whether  a  bankrupt  would  prefer  having 
a  third-class  certificate  immediately,  or  a  second-class  certificate  suspended,  that 

I  have 


Digitized  by 


Google 


COMMITTEE    ON    THE    BANKRUPTCY    BILL-  llii 

I  have  no  hesitation  in  speaking  confidently  upon  the  subject,  and  that  bankrupts    -Mr-  J-  Idnhlater. 

generally  would  prefer  an  immediate  certificate  of  the  third  class  to  a  second  class.        .  .; —  « 

°  '^  9tb  May  1853 

1062.  Is  that  without  reference  to  his  position  in  the  mercantile  world  r  

Without  reference  to  any  circumstances,  because  a  suspension  of  a  certificate  is 

regarded  as  a  slur  on  the  bankrupt's  moral  character ;  whereas  granting  a  third-class 
certificate  has  reference  only  to  the  circumstances  which  have  occasioned  the 
bankruptcy. 

1063.  Lord  Brougham  and  Faux.}  Does  the  suspension  of  the  certificate, 
appearing  on  the  face  of  the  certificate,  operate  as  a  permanent  slur,  compared 
with  an  immediate  third-class  certificate  on  the  party  who  receives  it  ? 

No  doubt  it  does,  and  much  more  than  the  granting  of  an  immediate  certificate 
of  the  third  class. 

1064.  The  grant  of  an  immediate  certificate  of  the  third  class  operates  less  as  a 
special  stigma  on  the  bankrupt  than  a  suspended  certificate  of  the  second  class  ? 

Yes :  the  friends  of  a  bankrupt  inquire  whether  he  has  received  his  certificate  or 
not ;  if  the  answer  be  that  his  certificate  has  been  suspended,  it  conveys  at  once 
imputation  against  his  character  ;  if,  on  the  other  hand,  he  has  received  an  imme^ 
diate  certificate,  his  friends  do  not  trouble  themselves  to  inquire  into  the  causes 
which  have  reduced  it  to  the  third  class. 

1065.  Earl  of  Harrowby.l  What  should  you  say  is  the  effect  on  the  bankrupt's 
clyu-acter  and  conduct  of  the  receipt  of  a  certificate  of  the  third  class  ? 

The  character  and  conduct  of  the  trader,  as  the  question  stands  at  present,  have 
little  to  do  with  the  question ;  it  may  be,  that  a  man  has  a  loss  in  trade  not  occa- 
sioned imprudently,  but  by  misfortune,  while  his  conduct  may  in  other  respects 
have  been  grossly  fraudulent;  but  the  bankruptcy  having  arisen  partly  from 
unavoidable  misfortunes,  he  would  be  entitled  to  a  second-class  certificate. 

1066.  Are  you  not  assuming  that  he  has  got  his  certificate ;  if  his  conduct  is 
grossly  fraudulent,  he  would  not  have  his  certificate  at  all  ? 

A  man  who  has  been  guilty  of  a  fraud,  may  still  receive  his  certificate. 

1067.  Not  fraud  in  trade? 

Yes,  fraud  in  trade  v  the  256th  section,  enumerating  the  offences  of  which  a 
l)&iikrupt  may  be  guilty,  shows  that  he  may  have  committed  one  or  more  of  those 
offences,  and  yet  that  his  certificate  may  be  suspended  only:  I  may  mention 
a  case  which  was  before  the  Lords  Justices  recently,  where  the  question  of  fraud 
on  the  part  of  a  bankrupt  was  much  discussed,  and  Lord  Justice  Turner  said,  "  If 
you  are  to  refuse  this  bankrupt  his  certificate,  what  are  you  to  do  with  a  man  who 
has  been  guilty  of  frauds  ten  times  the  number  ?" 

1068.  Presuming  thereby  that  fraud  was  no  obstacle  to  the  reception  of  the 
certificate  ? 

Yes ;  although  undoubtedly  it  would  be  a  reason  for  the  suspension  of  the  cer- 
tificate. 

1069.  Chmrman.^  Supposing  the  fraud  be  such  as,  having  regard  to  his  conduct 
in  trade,  that  he  ought  not  to  have  a  certificate,  he  would  not  have  it  ? 

If  you  refer  to  the  nine  ofifences  enumerated  in  the  Act  of  Parliam^at,  you  will 
find  they  are  oflfences  of  a  very  serious  character,  and  yet  the  commission  of  those,, 
as  the  law  stands  at  present,  is  not  enough  absolutely  to  prevent  the  Conunissioner 
granting  a  certificate. 

1 070.  Earl  of  Hunowhy.'\  There  may  be  ground  for  suspension  ? 
Yes. 

1071.  Aa  to  being  ground  for  suspension,  they  are  not  necessarily  a  ground  for 
withholding  a  certificate  at  all  ? 

No. 

1072.  Lord  Brougham  and  Vaux.]  Supposing  a  trader  purchased  goods,  and 
before  paying  the  price,  sells  those  goods  again  at  an  inferior  price,  and  pockets  the 
money,  what  would  be  done  with  that  trader  according  to  the  present  pi-actice  ? 

I  am  able  to  «peak  from  an  intimate  acquaintance  with  a  case  which  was  stated 
by  the  Commissioner,  who  decided  it  to  be  of  the  grossest  possible  description;  it 
was  a  case  in  which  a  wine-merchant  had  fi>r  three  years  purchased  large  quantities 
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Mr.  J.  Linhlnier.  of  wine  of  most  respectable  houses  at  low  prices,  and  within  a  week  after  getting 
the  dock  warrants  in  his  possession,  he  had  invariably  pledged  them  with  wine- 
brokers  ;  he  had  allowed  those  wines  and  spirits  to  be  sacrificed  at  losses  in  manj 
cases  of  upwards  of  50  per  cent.  His  losses  during  the  three  years  were  upwards  of 
8,600/.  by  those  means :  he  had  made  little  or  no  profit  on  any  one  of  his  transactions, 
and  the  Commissioner  wholly  refused  his  certificate.  The  bankrupt  appealed  to 
the  Lords  Justices,  and  the  Lords  Justices  held,  that,  inasmuch  as  he  had  not 
purchased  the  wines  for  the  mere  purpose  of  pledging,  and  misappropriating  the 
money,  but  had  pledged  them  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  him  to  meet  his  engage- 
ments in  trade,  the  refusal  of  the  certificate  was  too  serious,  and  therefore  granted 
him  a  certificate  of  the  second  class,  after  a  suspension  of  18  months  only :  I  speak 
with  some  doubt  as  to  the  certificate  being  of  the  second  or  third  class. 

The  Witness  is  directed  to  withdraw. 


J.  Campbell f  Esq. 


JOHN  CAMPBELL,  Esquire,  called  in,  and  examined  as  follows: 

1073.  Chairman^  ARE  you  Chief  Registrar  of  the  Court  of  Bankruptcy  ? 
1  am. 

1074.  Were  you  Chief  Registrar  before  this  Act  ? 

No ;  but  I  have  been  a  Registrar  since  the  institution  of  the  Court  in  1832.    ^ 

1075.  Have  you  obseiTcd  the  operation  of  the  law  as  regards  the  classification 
of  certificates  ? 

Yes. 

1076.  State  to  the  Committee  what  is  the  result  of  your  experience  ? 

As  far  as  my  experience  enables  me  to  judge>  I  am  unfavourable  to  the  classifi- 
cation of  certificates. 

1077.  Will  you  state  to  the  Committee  on  what  ground  you  have  come  to  that 
conclusion  ? 

I  consider  that  the  alteration  of  the  law,  which  took  place  in  1842,  already 
operated  sufficiently  severely  against  the  bankrupt.  Previously  creditors  had  the 
power  of  granting  the  certificate.  I  think  that  one  gathers  from  the  evidence 
given  before  the  Commission  of  Inquiry  in  1840,  that  it  was  the  intention  of  those 
who  took  an  active  part  in  promoting  the  alterations  made  with  respect  to  the 
certificate,  that  the  law  in  future  should  be  more  merciful  to  bankrupts.  Since 
1842  I  think  that  the  operation  of  the  law  has  been  unfavourable  to  the  bank- 
rupt ;  that  the  law  and  the  judgments  of  the  Commissioners  have  dealt  more 
severely  with  the  unfortunate  trader  than  when  he  was  left,  as  before,  to  the  mercy 
of  his  creditors :  the  Act  of  1842  gave  the  Commissioner  the  power  of  refusing  or 
suspending  the  certificate,  and  of  annexing  such  conditions  as  he  pleased  to  it. 
These  provisions  were  partly  borrowed  from  the  Scotch  law  of  sequestration,  which, 
after  a  refusal  on  the  part  of  the  creditors  to  sign,  gives  power  to  the  Sherifi*,  or 
the  Lord  Ordinary,  to  discharge  or  withhold  the  discharge,  or  to  annex  such  con- 
ditions as  he  thinks  fit,  but  not  to  suspend.  I  consider  the  mark  of  the  second  or 
third  class  of  certificates,  which  is  almost  invariably  coupled  with  suspension,  to  inflict 
an  additional  hardship  on  the  bankrupt :  besides  the  stigma  which  has  been  alluded 
to  respecting  these  classes,  there  is  one  substantial  evil  from  which  the  bankrupt 
suffers,  which  has  not  been  called  to  your  attention :  the  195th  section  of  the 
Bankrupt  Law  Consolidation  Act  enacts,  that  where  the  Commissioner  only  awards 
a  certificate  of  the  second  or  third  class,  he  shall  have  the  power  to  reduce  the 
statutable  allowance. 

1078.  Earl  of  Han^owby.']  Is  that  power  acted  upon  of  reducing  the  statutable 
allowance  ? 

I  think  seldom,  because  the  statutable  allowance  can  never  be  made  in  any  case 
except  where  there  is  a  good  dividend,  which  covers  a  multitude  of  sins. 

1079.  It  is  not  a  very  important  aggravation  ? 

Those  cases  are  not  of  very  frequent  occurrence  in  which  the  statutable  aUowsuice 
is  granted. 


1080.  Cluiirman.]  Have  you  anything  else  to  state? 


I  think 
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1  think  there  is  also  a  hardship  on  the  bankrupt  by  the  62d  of  the  Rules  and    /.  Campbell,  Esq. 
Orders  made  in  pursuance  of  the  Act  of  1849,  by  M'hich  the  bankrupt  cannot  — — 

appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  Commissioner  without  depositing  a  sum  varying      9*  *'*^  *'53- 
from  10/.  to  40/.,  according  to  the  discretion  of  the  Commissioner,  or,  where  the        — — — 
Commissioner  gives  no  direction,  a  fixed  sum  of  20/.,  with  the  Chief  Registrar, 
before  he  can  i)rosecute  any  appeal  before  the  Lords  Justices.     When  a  man  has 
just  sworn  that  he  has  given  up  every  farthing  of  his  property,  it  seems  hard  to 
put  those  terms  on  him  before  be  can  seek  redress  from  another  tribunal. 

1081.  Lord  Brougham  and  Vaux.}  Have  you  any  doubt  that  it  was  absolutely 
necessary  to  make  that  change  in  1849,  vesting  that  power  of  the  certificate  in  the 
Court,  and  not  in  the  creditors  ? 

As  the  law  then  stood,  I  think  some  alteration  was  imperatively  necessary: 
changes  had  been  proposed  before,  and  in  1759  an  exceUent  suggestion  was  made 
by  Mr,  Green,  a  Commissioner  of  bankrupts,  who  was  examined  before  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  House  of  Commons,  and  who  proposed  that  where  creditors  refused 
to  sign,  power  should  be  given  to  summon  them  before  a  Commissioner  to  show 
cause  why  they  refused  to  sign.  The  same  principle  was  subsequently  adopted  by 
Sir  Samuel  Romilly  in  a  Bill  introduced  in  1809,  but  giving  an  unreasonable  length 
of  time,  namely,  two  years,  before  the  unwilling  creditors  could  be  summoned  to 
show  cause.  If  that  power  had  been  granted  in  1842,  with  the  improvement  that 
^creditors  who  refused  to  sign  might  be  summoned  in  a  short  time  to  show  cause 
why  they  withheld  the  certificate  from  the  bankrupt,  and  if  the  allegations  were 
sufficient  that  their  hostility  arose  only  from  corrupt  motives  or  vindictive  feelings, 
and  the  Commissioner  had  thereupon  been  empowered  to  strike  out  from  the  list 
the  names  of  such  harsh  creditors,  I  think  that  greater  justice  would  have  been 
done  to  the  bankrupt.  Creditors  are,  in  fact,  better  judges  of  the  commercial 
conduct  of  the  bankrupt  than  the  Commissioner,  and  I  certainly  think  that  they 
are  generally  more  merciful. 

1082.  Was  not  that  one  of  the  reasons  for  the  change  that  was  made  in  1842, 
that  in  some  cases  the  old  law  pressed  too  hard  upon  the  bankrupt,  but  that  in 
other  cases  it  pressed  hard  on  the  public,  by  the  careless  granting  of  certificates  ? 

I  think  that  creditors  were  remarkably  lenient. 

1083.  Chairman.^  Have  you  had  an  opportunity  of  talking  the  subject  over 
with  legal  men  and  others  ? 

Yes ;  I  have  a  communication  from  the  country,  from  one  of  the  Registrars,  on 
various  points  of  the  Act  which  your  Lordship  has  brought  in.  It  is  from  Mr.  Lee, 
who  is  Registrar  of  the  Court  of  Liverpool,  and  who  was  under  the  old  system  a  Com- 
missioner of  Bankruptcy  at  Birmingham :  he  thus  writes :  ^^  Another  grievance  much 
complained  of  by  the  respectable  traders  who  might  be  induced  to  seek  relief  in  the 
Bankruptcy  Court  are  class  certificates.  It  is  weU  known  that  different  Commis- 
sioners  have  widely  different  views  of  right  and  wrong,  and  men  of  character  are 
afraid  to  trust  themselves  to  this  uncertainty ;  they  feel  that  the  most  honourable 
transactions  may  chance  to  be  so  pen^erted  or  disguised,  as  to  appear  disgraceful, 
and  frequently  a  case  occurs  beyond  the  power  of  a  bankrupt  to  explain  or  clear 
up.  Something  is  urged  against  him  which  he  has  no  idea  would  need  explana- 
tion, and  he  has  to  defend,  perhaps,  the  whole  transactions  of  his  life,  and  very 
often  for  one  small  slip  or  unexplained  transaction,  his  certificate  is  refused,  or  is> 

r'ven  as  one  of  the  third  class."  In  explanation  of  the  latter  part  of  these  remarks, 
ought  to  state,  that  the  bankrupt  has  no  notice  of  the  ground  of  opposition  that 
will  be  offered  to  his  certificate,  and  that  the  Assignees  are  not  required  to  give 
any  notice  of  opposition  at  all.  Some  very  good  observations  respecting  the  classifi- 
cation  of  certificates  were  made  by  an  impartial  and  intelligent  critic  soon  after 
the  passing  of  the  Act. 

1084.  Who  is  the  critic? 

The  observations  to  which  I  refer  are  to  be  found  in  "  A  Lecture  or  Reading 
on  the  recent  Bankruptcy  Act,  12th  &  13th  Victoria,  chapter  106,  delivered  at 
Lincoln's  Inn,  on  the  28th  of  January  1850,  by  John  Fraser  Macqueen,  Esq.," 
and  are  as  follows :  "  It  now  only  remains  to  consider  a  matter  which  is  placed^ 
in  some  respects,  on  an  entirely  new  footing  by  the  recent  Act,  a  matter  of  great 
interest  and  concern,  I  mean  the  operation  of  bankruptcy  as  regards  the  subse« 
quent  career  and  fortunes  of  the  bankrupt  himself,  whose  interests  we  shall  find 
were  watched  by  no  delegate  or  representative  in  either  House  of  Parliament. 

(196.4.)  Q  Gentlemen, 
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J.  CaxiipheUt  Esq. 
gth  May  1853. 


Gentlemoi,  the  avowed  principle  of  the  law  is,  that  a  bankrupt,  who  in  his  trade 
has  conducted  himself  unobjectionably,  who  surrenders  all  to  his  creditors,  and 
who  conforms  to  the  provisions  of  the  Statute^  by  making  a  fnll  disclosure  of  every 
thing  material  for  the  information  of  the  assignees,  shall  be  protected  from  the 
process  to  which  his  creditors  might  otherwise  resort  against  his  parson,  or  against 
any  property  acquired  by  him  subsequently  to  the  period  of  his  discharge.     What 
is  requisite  to  entitle  him  to  this  protedion  is  a  cartiiicate,  the  awarding  of  which, 
formerly  depended  on  the  creditors,  but  now  rests,  and  indeed  for  some  years  past 
has  been  placed  exclusively  in  the  hands  of  the  Commissioners  of  Bankruptcy,  to 
whom,  by  the  recent  Act,  a  most  delicate  and  critical  jurisdiction  has  been  entrusted 
for  the  first  time.  For  not  only  are  the  Commissioner^  to  examine  the  trader's  whole 
life,  both  before  and  after  the  bankruptcy,  but  they  must  likewise  determine  to  which 
of  three  distinct  classes  his  certificate  is  to  belong :   to  a  trader  of  very  high 
character,  whose  bankruptcy  has  arisen  from  unavoidable  losses  and  misfortunes,  a 
certificate  is  to  be  awarded  as  of  the  first  class :  to  a  trader  of  tolerably  good 
droracter,  whose  bankruptcy  has  not  wholly  arisen  from  losses  and  misfortunes,  a 
certificate  is  to  be  awarded  as  of  the  second  class :    to  a  trader  of  indifferent 
character,  whose  bankruptcy  has  not  arisen  from  unavoidable  losses  and  misfdrtunes, 
but  perhaps  from  carelessness  and  extravagance,  without  fraud,  a  certificate  is  to 
be  awarded  as  of  the  third  class.     The  Statute,  so  far  as  I  can  see,  lays  down  no 
rule  and  ftimishes  no  guide  to  govern  or  assist  the  Commissioner  in  the  exercise 
of  his  most  diflScult  and  onerous  discretion.     A  very  little  time  will  tell  us  how 
this  system  of  granting  classitted  or  qualified  certificates  is  to  work.     It  has  the 
merit  of  perfect  novelty  in  this  country,  and  is,  peiiiaps,  of  foreign  importation ; 
a  merchant  in  the  city  is  said  to  have  suggested  it ;  it  was  no  part,  I  understand, 
of  Lord  Brougham's  plan,  and  there  is  nothing  like  it  in  any  other  branch  of  our 
jurisprudence.     Whether  the  Commissioner,  in  judging  of  the  conduct  of  a  trader, 
is  to  proceed  on  moral  or  on  legal  grounds,  or  on  a  mixed  consideration  of  both,  is 
not  stated.     He  has  a  task  before  him,  which  can  in  but  few  instances  be  satis- 
fiactorily  performed ;  but  even  if  it  were  in  every  case  practicable  to  gauge  the 
integrity  of  a  bankrupt  with  the  nicest  exactitude,  or  to  weigh  it  in  the  finest 
scales,  it  may  be  doubted  whether  the  operation  would  always  be  of  use.    For  what 
good  end  is  to  be  gained  by  attaching  a  permanent  brand  or  stigma  to  a  man  who 
obtains  a  certificate  of  the  second  or  of  the  third  class  ?     Is  it  for  punishment,  or 
is  it  for  example  ?     If  for  punishment,  it  is  without  trial ;  and  if  for  example,  it  is 
without  edification.     What  seems  odd  is,  that  in  each  of  the  three  cases  the  terms 
of  the  certificate  are  precisely  the  same.     A  certificate,  number  three,  gives  as 
much  protection  to  the  bankrupt  as  a  certificate  number  two  or  number  one ;  the 
only  difference  is  in  the  label  or  title ;  and  that  difference  may  be  either  a  lasting 
distinction  or  a  lasting  slur,  at  the  option  of  a  single  Commissioner,  acting  upon 
his  own  impressions,  without  the  aid  of  a  bar  or  a  jury.     What  security  have  we 
in  such  a  case  for  uniformity  of  decision?     The  Commissioner  at  Leeds  may 
proceed  on  moral  grounds,  the  Conmiissioner  at  Manchester  on  legal.     The  one 
may  have  extremely  rigid,  the  other  comparatively  easy  notions  of  commercial 
integrity.     Thus  the  unhappy  bankrupt's  reputation  and  standing  in  the  world  will, 
in  many  cases,  be  a  question  of  geography.     What  appears  to  make  the  thing 
worse  is,  that  there  are,  so  far  as  I  can  see,  no  directions  in  the  Act  requiring  the 
Commissioners  to  state  the  grounds  of  their  decision,  so  as  to  give  the  bankrupt 
some  chance  of  redress  upon  appeal.    Upon  the  whole,  if  this  matter  had  not  been 
so  settled  by  the  wisdom  of  the  Legislature,  I  should  have  thought  that  the  scheme 
of  classifying  certificates  was  an  attempt  at  overmuch  refinement  in  the  affairs  of 
common  life.     I  understand  it  has  already  had  the  effect  of  deterring  respectable 
persons  in  commerce  from  reporting  to  the  Court  of  Bankruptcy ;  persons  who 
would  have  been  glad  of  its  assistance,  were  they  not  scared  away  by  the  terror  of 
a  second  or  third-class  certificate." 

1 085.  Lord  Brougham  and  Vaux\]  Do  you  adopt  the  argument  you  have  just 
read  from  Mr.  Macqueen's  lecture  ? 

I  agree  generally  with  Mr.  Macqueen  in  his  arguments. 

1086.  Do  you  adopt  that  part  of  it,  as  to  which  we  have  had  the  evidence  of 
the  Commissioners  and  others,  in  which  he  objects  to  the  certificates  from  the 
hardship  of  the  bankrupt's  position,  on  whom  a  permanent  brand  is  fixed  by  the 
class  being  second  or  third,  for  instance  ? 

I  think 
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I  think  the  third  class  is  considered  as  a  stigma,  coupled  with  the  susp^ision  it  J.  Campbelly  Esq. 
is  a  very  severe  punishment.  Jl — ^ 

1087.  The  question  is  between  the  brand  which  is  said  to  be  fixed  by  the  certi-         

ficate,  the  effect  of  the  classified  certificates,  and  the  granting  of  certificates  with- 
out any  classification  :   is  it  not  a  brand  precisely  of  the  same  description,  though 

not  that  same  particular  brand,  if  a  man  gets  into  trade  after  obtaining  a  certificate 
suspended,  whatever  the  class  may  be  ? 

I  have  already  stated  that  I  considered  that  the  power  of  suspension  introduced 
into  the  Bankrupt  Law  in  1842  was  severe  upon  bankrupts-;  the  punishment  of  the 
second  and  third  classes  superadded  in  1849  had,  of  course,  the  effect  of  making 
the  ordeal  of  the  Court  of  Bankruptcy  to  be  more  dreaded. 

1088.  Suppose  classification  abolished  altogether,  and  that  we  recurred  to  the 
law  as  it  was  between  1842  and  1849,  and  then  a  man  had  his  certificate  without 
saying  of  what  class,  but  suspended,  does  not  that  certificate  bear  on  the  face  of  it 
to  be  a  suspended  certificate  ? 

The  certificate  states  the  period  for  which  it  has  been  suspended. 


1089.  And  uses  the  word  "  suspended 
Yes. 


t* 


1090.  Is  not  that  pro  tanto  a  brand,  to  use  the  learned  lecturer^s  expression, 
just  as  much  as  the  third  class  being  specified  is  a  brand  ? 

Undoubtedly,  wth  the  additional  injury  to  the  bankrupt,  that  he  cannot  re-enter 
trade  during  its  continuance. 

1091.  The  question  had  reference  to  its  merely  operating  as  a  brand  ? 

If  a  bankrupt  has  been  suspended  for  three  years,  the  commercial  world  must 
know  that  the  Commissioner  has  seriously  disapproved  of  his  conduct. 

1092.  Then  although  it  should  be  perfectly  consistent  with  your  opinion,  which 
was  against  the  Act  of  1842,  is  it  consistent  with  the  opinion  of  those  who  are 
for  the  Act  of  1842,  and  i^;ainst  the  change  of  1849,  to  say  that  a  brand  is 
affixed  by  force  of  the  dassincation,  which  would  not  exist  without  the  classifi- 
cation? 

It  inflicts  an  additional  punishment. 

1093.  Earl  of  Harrowhy.^  Do  you  agree  in  the  view  stated,  that  the  suspension 
of  a  certificate  involves,  in  public  estimation,  a  greater  impression  of  fraud  on  the 
part  of  the  bankrupt  than  the  class  assigned  ? 

Since  the  Act  of  1849  came  into  operation,  I  do  not  remember  a  single  case  in 
-^diich  they  did  not  go  together. 

1094.  Do  you  mean  to  say,  that  in  every  case  where  there  is  a  third  class  there 
is  also  suspension  ? 

In  every  case  that  I  can  remember. 

1095.  That  the  third-class  is  never  granted  at  once  ? 
I  do  not  remember  a  case. 

1096.  Chairman.']  Therefore  it  is  an  additional  punishment  ? 
Yes. 

1097.  Earl  of  Harrowby.^  Do  you  consider  there  is  no  separating  the  two 
classes ;  that  they  always  go  toffether  ? 

There  may  have  been  cases,  but  I  do  not  remember  them. 

1098.  You  can  give  no  opinion  as  to  the  point  whether  suspension  implies  an 
impression  of  fraud  more  than  the  classes? 

1  think  that  a  creditor  would  very  likely,  if  he  saw  a  bankrupt  get  the  lowest 
class,  consider  that  a  greater  stigma  than  suspension. 

1099.  Chairm€m.'\  Is  not  suspension  always  a  question  of  degree,  whether  it  be 
for  three  months  or  not ;  if  you  talk  of  suspension  for  three  years,  is  not  that  a 
very  gross  case? 

1  think  there  are  frequent  cases  of  one,  two  and  three  years'  suspension. 

1100.  Earl  of  Harratahf.']  Upon  the  baek  of  sudb  a  suspension  a  third-das* 
eeitifieate  adds  littie  to  the  ii^jurj? 

(196.4.)  q2  After 
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J.  Campbell^  Esq.       After  a  suspension  of  three  years  it  would  seem  to  foUow  that  the  certificate 
should  be  only  of  the  third  class. 


<)lh  May  1853. 


1101.  Is  not  that  certificate  announced  when  it  comes  as  a  suspended  certi- 
ficate? 

It  is  not  announced  in  the  Gazette  as  a  suspended  certificate. 

1102.  But  it  is  on  the  certificate? 

It  is  stated  on  the  certificate  that  the  Commissioner  suspended  his  certificate 
for  such  a  time. 

1103.  Is  there  greater  notoriety  assigned  to  the  fact  of  the  class  tlmn  to  the 
suspension  ? 

There  is,  by  the  announcement  in  the  Gazette. 

1104.  Lord  Brougham  and  Vau.v.^  Might  not  the  fact  of  the  suspension  be 
stated  in  the  Gazette,  as  well  as  the  class  of  the  certificate  ? 

Certainly. 

1105.  Chairman.^  Would  that  not  operate  as  an  additional  punishment? 
It  would. 

1106.  Was  not  the  object  of  suspension  to  punish  the  man  for  his  offence,  and 
then  to  set  him  as  it  were  free ;  he  could  not  get  free  from  knowledge  by  the 
parties  of  his  offence ;  but  he  was  started,  like  any  other  person  who  had  miscon- 
ducted himself,  freely  into  the  world  after  he  had  suffered  his  punishment  ? 

So  it  strikes  me. 

1107.  Does  not  the  third  class  operate  in  its  effect  as  an  enduring  and  continu- 
ing punishment  ? 

I  apprehend  so. 

1108.  Chairman.']  How  does  it  endure  more  than  the  suspension,  save  and 
except  it  does  not  appear  in  the  Gazette  ? 

Because  the  punishment  expires  with  the  term  of  suspension ;  but  the  stigma 
of  the  third  class  having  had  greater  publicity,  is  likely  to  be  remembered  longer. 

1109.  Supposing  a  man  be  imprisoned  six  months  for  a  fraud,  being  prosecuted 
for  a  fraud  in  one  of  the  courts  of  common  law,  and  suppose  the  sentence  is  six 
months'  imprisonment  for  that  fraud,  that  does  not  appear  in  the  Gazette  any- 
where, and  yet  does  not  that  operate  as  a  stigma  on  that  man  for  the  rest  of  his 
life? 

Certainly. 

1110.  Is  it  not  meant  to  operate  so;  is  not  the  object  of  the  punishment  to 
deter  others  from  offending  in  the  like  behalf  ? 

Certainly ;  but  it  makes  it  more  severe  when  he  has  the  double  punishment- 
instead  of  the  single. 

1111.  But  suppose  he  has  a  second-class  certificate,  and  is  suspended,  then 
there  would  be  very  little  punishment  in  the  class  of  certificate,  but  the  punish- 
ment would  be  in  the  suspension  ? 

Yes. 

1112.  Chairman.]  Supposing  a  man  to  have  first  class  suspended  ? 

The  case  might  arise.  On  this  part  I  should  wish  to  read  an  observation  by 
Mr.  Commissioner  Ayrton,  of  the  Court  of  Bankruptcy  at  Leeds  :  "  If  the  classi- 
fication is  preserved,  it  appears  to  me  that  an  alteration  should  be  made  by  which 
the  class  should  depend  on  general  conduct,  and  should  not,  as  at  present,  be  con- 
fined to  the  single  point  of  whether  or  not  the  bankruptcy  has  been  caused  by 
unavoidable  loss  or  misfortune.  In  a  case  before  me  some  time  ago,  I  refused  a 
certificate  altogether  on  account  of  a  very  fraudulent  immoral  breach  of  trust; 
but  if  that  had  not  been  a  suflScient  cause  for  reftising,  or  if  it  had  been  suspended 
for  three  years,  then  the  certificate  must  have  been  of  the  first  class,  as  the  bank- 
ruptcy was  owing  to  unavoidable  misfortune." 

1113.  Lord  Brougham  and  Vaud.]  You  have  spoken  of  the  Act  of  1842 ;  has 
not  the  granting  of  certificates  been  much  less  frequent  since  that  Act  than  it  was 
before ;  has  it  not  diminished  the  number  of  certificates  ? 

I  cannot  speak  positively ;  but  my  impression  is  that  more  bankrupts  have  had 

their 
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their  certificates  refused  by  the  Commissioners  than  under  the  whole  system  by  /.  Campbell^  Esq, 
creditors. 


1114.  What  would  you  say  was  the  effect  of  the  classification  in  1849 ;  has  not 
that  also  tended  to  lessen  the  careless  granting  of  certificates  ? 

I  think  not,  because  the  Conmiissioners  had  to  inquire  into  the  whole  conduct 
of  the  bankrupt  by  the  Act  of  1842. 

1115.  Do  you  not  think  that  the  classification  directs  the  attention  of  the  Com- 
missioner more  to  the  subject  of  the  bankrupt's  conduct  than  it  did  before  ? 

He  was  directed  by  the  Act  before  to  take  into  consideration  the  whole  of  the 
bankrupt's  conduct,  and  to  refuse  or  to  suspend,  or  to  annex  such  conditions  as  he 
thought  fit. 

1116.  Chairman.']  And  he  still  is  so? 
Yes. 

1117.  Lord  Brougham  and  Vauj^.l  Do  you  not  consider  that  there  is  a  differ- 
ence between  that  general  direction  to  take  the  bankrupt's  conduct  into  his  account 
before  he  decides  the  question  of  certificate  or  no  certificate,  suspended  or  imme- 
tliate,  that  there  is  beyond  that  a  further  exigency  on  the  Commissioner  having  to 
consider  also  to  which  class  the  certificate  should  belong,  that  it  will  direct  his 
•attention  more  to  it  ? 

It  gives  the  Commissioner  a  very  difficult  and  painful  duty.  If  the  words  in 
^hedule  (Z.)  were  strictly  construed,  it  would  1>e  a  mere  question  whether  the 
bankrupt  has  been  lucky  or  unlucky  ;  but  in  practice  his  conduct  is  always  taken 
into  account. 

1118.  But,  practically  speaking,  has  not  the  Commissioner,  being  instructed  by 
the  Act,  called  on  by  the  Act,  and  the  discussion  arising  before  him,  to  which 
class  the  certificate  shall  belong,  the  greater  necessity  for  inquiring  minutely  into 
the  circumstances  of  the  bankrupt,  and  the  bankrupt's  conduct,  than  he  would 
have  in  a  mere  question  of  immcKliate  or  suspended  certificate,  were  that  to  be 
before  him  ? 

I  apprehend  not,  because  the  question  of  suspension  was  a  very  important  one, 
and  the  Commissioner  was  bound  not  to  suspend  the  trader's  certificate  for  two  or 
three  years  i^ithout  minutely  inquiring  into  the  whole  of  his  conduct. 

1119.  Then  you  do  not  apprehend  that  since  the  classification  of  1849  there 
has  been  more  consideration  given  to  the  particulars  of  each  case,  and  a  greater 
disposition  to  refuse  immediately  the  certificate? 

I  have  not  observed  any  difference. 

1120.  Chairman.']  As  the  law  stands,  do  you  consider  that  the  Commissioner 
has  to  make  up  his  mind  on  certificate  or  no  certificate,  where  there  is  no  condi- 
tion of  suspension,  irrespective  of  the  classes  ? 

He  has. 

1121.  Then,  after  he  has  decided  that  there  is  to  be  a  certificate,  he  then  has 
to  consider,  not  generally  as  to  the  man's  conduct,  but  simply  with  regard  to 
unavoidable  losses  and  misfortunes,  whether  he  should  have  his  certificate  of  the 
first,  second  or  third  class. 

Yes. 

1122.  Earl  of  HarrowbyJ]  Do  you  believe  that  that  is  the  practical  working  of 
the  Act  of  Parliament,  or  merely  a  statement  of  its  literal  terms  ? 

I  think  that  the  invariable  practice  of  the  Court  is,  to  consider,  first,  whether 
the  certificate  is  to  be  granted  at  all ;  whether  it  is  to  be  suspended  for  a  certain 
period  of  time ;  and,  last  of  all,  comes,  when  it  is  granted,  of  what  class  it  is  to  be 
granted. 

1123.  Do  you  think,  from  your  observation  on  the  course  pursued  by  the  Com- 
missioners, that  they  do  not  take  the  whole  circumstances  together  into  their  con- 
sideration, but  are  somewhat  influenced  in  their  determination  of  granting  the 
certificate  by  having  within  their  reach  a  lower  class  within  which  they  can  place 
a  bankrupt  ? 

I  think  not ;  I  think  the  decision  is  irrespective  of  the  classes. 

1124.  Then  you  think  that  the  Commissioner  never  gives  a  certificate  where  he 
conceives  that  fraud  has  been  mixed  up  with  the  transactions  of  the  bankrupt  ? 

(190.4.)  q3  He 


9th  May  1853. 
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J.  Campbell  Esq.        He  cannot  in  gross  cases,  being  restrained  by  the  enactments  against  fraud  in 

the  256th  section  of  the  Act.    There  are  nine  offences  specified  there,  in  which  he 

9th  May  1853.     jg  absolutely  precluded  from  giving  a  certificate. 

1125.  Do  you  conceive  that  practically  the  working  of  the  Act  is,  that  where 
fraud  is  part  of  the  transactions  of  the  bankrupt,  he  is  uniformly  refused  a  certi- 
ficate? 

No ;  I  think  there  are  minor  degrees  of  fraud  which  may,  in  the  discretion  of 
the  Commissioner,  be  more  lightly  dealt  with  than  those  specified  in  Clause  256, 
which  absolutely  exclude  from  the  certificate. 

1126.  There  is  a  large  class  of  frauds  in  which  the  Commissioner  has  to  exercise 
his  unfettered  discretion  as  to  whether  he  should  refuse  him  or  admit  him  in  the 
lower  class  ? 

Yes. 

1127.  Lord  Brougham  andVaiuv.']  For  instance,  the  same  case  which  you  said 
was  a  case  of  fraud  ?  ' 

That  case  was  quoted  by  another  witness. 

1128.  Earl  of  ^arr^m;^.]  But  you  consider  where  a  discretion  must  be  left 
with  the  Commissioner,  his  power  of  giving  a  certificate  of  a  lower  class  will  in 
some  cases  induce  him  to  grant  a  certificate,  at  least,  rather  than  withhold  it 
altogether. 

I  cannot  well  answer  that  question ;  but  I  think  that  a  Commissioner  ought  not 
to  be  influenced  by  such  a  consideration. 

1129.  Lord  Beaumont.']  Do  you  think  the  clause  in  the  Act,  with  regard  to- 
frauds,  enumerating  them,  does  not  embrace  every  possible  species  of  fraud  ? 

No. 

1130.  Therefore  it  is  possible,  acting  within  the  Act,  to  grant  a  certificate,  even 
although  fraud  has  been  committed  ? 

Where  the  Commissioner's  discretion  is  not  limited. 

1131.  Is  it  possible  to  act  within  the  meaning  of  the  Statute,  and  to  grant  a 
certi6cate,  even  although  a  fraud  has  been  committed? 

I  apprehend  that  where  the  fraud  was  of  a  minor  description,  the  Commissioners 
would  grant  the  certificate  with  suspension. 

1132.  Lord  Brougham  and  Vaw:J\  But  then»  in  that  ease  they  would  grant  it 
of  the  third  class  ? 

Yes. 

The  Witness  is  directed  to  withdraw. 

Ordered,  That  this  Committee  be  adjourned  till  Thursday  next, 

Twelve  o'clock. 
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Die  Jovis,  12"  Maii  1853. 


LORDS    PRESENT: 


The  LoBD  Chancbllob. 
Marquess  of  Saijsbuby, 
Lord  Bbavmont. 


Lord  Bbouoham  and  Vaux. 

Lord  OVBBSTONE. 

Lord  St.  Leonabds. 


The  LORD  ST.  LEONARDS  in  the  Chair. 


THE  following  Communications  received  from  Mr.  Commiasioner  Fonblanque      j^  Mar  1853. 
and  Mr.  Commiseioner  Holroyd  are  read,  and  considered.  

Clause  XII.  to  stand  thus : — 

The  Certificate  of  Conformity  awarded  to  a  bankrupt  shall  be  denominated  of  the 
First,  Second  or  Third  Class,  according  to  the  judgment  which  the  Commissioner 
shall  have  formed  of  his  conformity  to  the  law  of  baukruptcy,  and  to  his  conduct  -as 
a  trader  before  as  well  as  after  his  bankruptcy,  and  of  the  cause  of  such  bankruptcy, 
and  shall  be  in  the  form  contained  in  the  Schedule  to  this  Act,  so  far  as  the  same 
may  be  applicable ;  but  in  any  particular  case  the  Commissioner  who  shall  award 
such  certificate,  if  he  shall  upon  his  own  motion  think  the  bankrupt  highly  meri- 
torious, may  add  thereto  the  following  words :  "  And  I  further  certify  my  appro- 
bation of  the  manner  in  which  the  said  bankrupt  has  conducted  his  business.** 
And  it  shall  be  further  lawful  for  such  Commissioner  from  time  to  time,  if  requested 
by  the  bankrupt,  to  eudorse  on  his  certificate  the  amount  of  any  dividend  paid  by 
the  estate  of  such  bankrupt. 

Form  of  Certificate  to  be  the  same  as  in  the  Consolidation  Act,  down  to  the  words 
"  before  as  well  as  after  his  bankruptcy ;"  then  add,  instead  of  the  present  words, 
"  and  to  the  cause  of  such  bankruptcy,  I  did  then  and  there  find  the  said  bankrupt 
entitled  to  such  certificate,  and  did  allow  the  same  as  of  the  class.*' 

John  S.  M.  Fonblanque. 
Edwabd  Goulbukn. 


Clause  XII.  to  stand  thus  : — 

The  Certificate  of  Conformity  awarded  to  a  bankrupt  shall  be  in  the  form  con- 
tained in  the  Schedule  Z.  to  "  The  Bankrupt  Law  Consolidation  Act,  1849," 
except  that  the  words  "  specifying  the  cause  of  his  bankruptcy,  and  designating 
the  Certificate  in  manner  therein  mentioned,  as  of  the  First,  Second  or  Third  Class, 
as  the  case  may  be,*'  shall  be  omitted,  and,  in  lieu  thereof,  in  every  case  in  which 
it  shall  appear  to  the  Court  that  the  conduct  of  the  bankrupt,  in  his  book-keeping, 
and  in  all  other  respects  as  a  trader,  both  before  and  since  his  bankruptcy,  has 
been  highly  meritorious,  the  Commissioner  shall  certify  in  the  Certificate  of  Con- 
formity to  the  effect  foUowing :  "  And  I  further  certify,  that  the  bankrupt  is 
entitled  to,  and  I  do  hereby  award  him  a  Certificate  of  the  First  Class ;"  and  in 
every  other  case  in  which  the  Court  shall  award  a  Certificate  of  Conformity,  the 
Commissioner  shall  certify  in  such  Certificate  to  ihe  eflFect  following:  "And  I 
hereby  certify,  that  the  bankrupt  is  entitled  to,  and  I  do  hereby  award  him  a 
'•Certificate  of  the  Second  Class." 

Edwabd  Holroyd. 

Ordered,  That  this  Committee  be  adjourned  to  Thursday  the  26th  instant. 

Twelve  o'clock. 
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PBOM  ran 


SELECT    COMMITTEE 


ON 


COAL    DUTIES    (METROPOLIS); 


TOGETHER  WITH  THE 


PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  COMMITTEE, 


MINUTES    OFEVIDENCE, 


APPENDIX,   AKD   INDEX. 


Ordered^  by  The  House  of  Commons,  to  he  Printed^ 
1 2  August  1 853. 


<*9i6. 
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Luncp,  14"*  die  Fcbruarit,  1863. 


Ordered^  That  a  Selbct  Committee  be  appointed  to  Inquire  into  the  Operation  of  the 
Laws  under  which  Dues  or  Taxes  are  levied  on  the  introduction  of  Coals  into  the  Metro- 
polis and  the  Neighbourhood,  the  Mode  of  Collection,  and  the  Expenditure  of  such  Dues 
or  Taxes.  ^  )  '.  ) 


•  > 
Jovis,  17""  die  Febnuirii,  1853. 


*^Cbaiiniltee  nominated  of— 

Sir  John  Shelley. 

Mr.  Masterman. 

Sir  B.  Hall. 

Mr.  Miles. 

Mr.  Lowe. 

Mr.  Ker  Seyiuer. 

Lord  R.  Grosvenor. 


Sir  William  Jolliffe. 
Mr.  Headlam. 
Mr.  Deedes. 
Sir  James  Duke. 
Mr.  Vernon. 
Mr.  Ewart. 
Sir  H.  Meux. 


Ordered,  That  the  said  Committee  have  power  to  send  for  Ptereons,  Papers,  and  Records^ 
Ordered,  That  Five  be  the  Quorum  of  the  Committee. 


Veneris y  18"*  die  Februarii,  1853. 


Ordered,  That  Mr.  Alderman  Cubift  beadded  to  the  Comnri  ttee. 


LuncB,  25°  die  Aprilts,  1853. 


Ordered,  That   Mr.  Deedes  be  discharged  from  further  attendance  on  the  Committee,, 
and  that  Sir  Joshua  Walrosley  be  added  thereto. 


Veneris,  12''  die  Augtisti,  1853. 


Ordered,  That  tlie  Committee  have  power  to  Report  their  Opinion,  together  with  the 
Minutes  of  Evidence  taken  before  them,  to  The  House. 


REPORT p.     lii 

PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  COMMITTEE       -  .        .        .  p.     iv 

MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE p.       i 

APPENDIX p.  101 

INDEX p.  231 

■  ill 


Digitized  by 


Google 


£    ifi     ] 


REPORT. 


THE  SELECT  COMMITTEE  appointed  to  Inquire  into  the  Operation  of 
the  Laws  under  which  Dues  or  Taxes  are  levied  on  the  Introduction 
of  Coals  into  the  Mbtropolis  and  the  Neighbourhood,  the  Mode  of 
Collection  and  the  Expenditure  of  such  Dues  or  Taxes ;  and  who 
were  empowered  to  Report  their  Opinion  and  the  Minutes  of  Evidence 

taken   before   them   to   The   House: Have  considered  the  Matters 

to  them  referred,  and  have  come  to  the  following  Resolution,  which 
they  agreed  to  Report  to  The  House,  together  with  the  Minutes  of 
Evidence  taken  before  them : — 


Resolved, 

That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee  that  the  Inquiry  should  be  pro- 
ceeded with  in  the  next  Session  of  Parliament. 


12  August  L853. 


9^6,  a  2 
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PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  COMMITTEE. 


Martisy  8^  die  Martii^  I853, 


MEMBERS   PRS6EKT: 


Mr.  Masierroan. 
Mr.  Lowe. 
Sir  James  Duke. 
Sir  Henry  Meux. 


Mr.  Ker  Seymer. 
Sir  William  JoUiffe.' 
Mr.  Vernon. 
Sir  John  Shelley. 


Sir  John  Shelley  called  to  the  Chair. 
Committee  deliberate  on  the  course  of  proceeding. 

[Adjourned  till  Tuesday,  15th  instant,  at  Two  o'clock. 


Veneris,  18"  die  Martii,  1853. 


MEMBERS   present: 

Sir  JoHK  Shellet  in  the  Chair. 


Mr.  Lowe. 
Mr.  Headlam. 
Sir  William  Jolliffe. 
Mr.  Vernon. 


Mr.  Cubitt. 
Mr.  Masterman. 
Sir  Benjamin  Hall. 


[Adjourned  till  Monday,  7th  April,  at  Twelve  o'clock. 


JoviSy  T  die  A'priliSy  1853. 


MEMBERS   PRESENT  : 

Sir  John  Shelley  in  the  Chair. 

Sir  James  Duke.  I  Mr.  Ewart. 

Mr.  Cubitt  '  Mr.  Miles. 


Mr.  Masterman. 


t 


Sir  William  Jolliffe. 


Mr.  Ker  Seymer.  Sir  Henry  Meux. 

Committee  deliberated. 

Mr.  Btnjamm  ScoU  examined. 

[Adjourned  till  Thursday,  21st  instanl,  at  half-past  Twelve; 
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COMMITTEE  ON  COAL  DUTIES  (METROPOLIS). 


Jovis,  2r  die  Aprilis,  1853. 

MBMBBR8   PRB8BNT : 

Sir  John  Shbllbt  in  the  Chair. 


Mr.  Miles. 

Mr.  Ewart. 

Sir  William  Jolliffe* 

Mr.  Masterman. 

Sir  Henry  Meux. 


Sir  B.  Hall. 

Mr.  Vernon. 

Mr.  K.  Seymer. 

Mr.  Headlam. 

Mr.  Alderman  Cubitt. 


Mr,  Edward  Tyrrell  and  Mr.  B.  Scott,  examined^ 

[Adjourned  to  Thursday,  at  One  o'clock. 


JovU,  28^  die  ApriUs^  1853. 

MEMBBR8   PRESENT: 

Sir  John  Shbllbt  in  the  Chair. 


Mr.  Masterman. 
Sir  Henry  Meux. 
Mr.  Alderman  Cubitt. 
Sir  J.  Duke. 
Mr.  Miles. 


Mr.  Headlam. 
Mr.  Vernon. 
Mr.  Lowe. 
Sir  John  Walmsley. 
Mr.  Ewart. 


Mr.  B.  Scott,  Mr.  Charles  Rogers,  and  Mr.  John  Dickenson,  examined. 

[Adjourned  to  Thursday,  at  One  o'clock. 


Javis,  5^  die  Maii,  1853. 


members  present: 
Sir  John  Shbllbt  in  the  Chair. 


Mr.  Miles. 
Mr.  Ewart. 
Lord  R.  Grosvenor* 
Sir  H.  Meux. 


Mr.  Masterman. 

Mr.  Vernon. 

Mr.  Alderman  Cubitt. 


Mr.  John  Dickenson,  Mr.  B.  Scott,  and  Mr.  J.  R.  Scott,  examined. 

Committee  deliberated. 

[Adjourned  to  Thursday  next,  at  One  o*clock. 


Jovis,  12^  die  Maii,  1853. 


members  present  : 
Sir  John  Shbllbt  in  the  Chair. 


Sir  J.  Walmsley. 
Mr.  Vernon. 
Mr.  Ewart. 
Mr.  Headlam. 
SirH.  Meux. 


Mr.  Masterman. 
Sir  J.  Duke. 
Mr.  Alderman  Cubitt. 
Mr.  W.  Miles. 


Mr.  John  Dickenson  further  examined ;  Mr.  Benjamin  Scott,  Mr.  'Nicholas  Wood,  Mr* 
Jlatry  Inzkip,  and  Mr.  James  Scott,  examined. 

[Adjourned  to  Thursday,  26th  instant,  at  One  o'clock. 
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Jovis,  26*"  (tie  MaiL  1853. 


MEMBEBS   PRE8BNT: 

Skr  J.  V.  Shbllbt  in  the  Chair. 

Mr.  Miles.  I  Mr.  Ewart. 

Mr.  Masterman.  '  Mr.  Headtam. 

Mr.  Alderman  Cubitt.  Sir  H.  Meux. 

Sir  J.  Wahnsley.  Mr.  Lowe. 

Mr,  Ker  Seymer. 

Mr.  15.  Tyrrelly  Mr.  Jo/m  Marchant^  Mr.  J.  R,  Scott,   Mr.  J.  J.  Qripper^  and  Mr. 
Henry  Welton,  examined. 

[Adjourned  to  Tuesday,  3l8t,  at  One  o'clock. 


Martis,  SV  die  Mail,  1853. 


MBMBBRS    PRESENT  : 

Sir  John  Shellbt  in  the  Chair. 


Sir  Joshua  Walmsley. 
Mr.  Masterman. 
Sir  James  Duke. 
Mt.  Ewart. 
Sir  H.  Meux. 


Mr.  Lowe. 

Mr.  Alderman  Oubitt. 
Mr.  Granville  Vernon. 
Sir  Benjamin  Hall. 


Resolutions  proposed  by  Sir  J,  Walmsley,  read  1*,  as  follows : 

1.  That  neither  the  whole  nor  any  part  of  the  tax  on  inland  coals,  levied  by  the  Corpora- 
tion of  London,  save  that  which  is  carried  into  the  water  of  the  Thames,  is  by  law  pledged 
to  form  a  constituent  part  of  the  London  Bridge  Approaches  Fund  ;  inasmuch  as  the 
10  Geo.  4,  c.  136y  and  tne  11  Geo.  4,  c.  76,  which  specify  in  detail  the  various  duties  on 
coal  comprised  in  that  fund,  allude  to  no  coal  duties  so  pledged  by  the  Corporation,  but  on 
coals  imported  or  brought  into  the  port  of  London  or  water  of  Thames. 

2.  That  any  right  claimed  by  the  Corporation  of  London  of  4  rf,  per  ton  for  meta^e,  or  an 
equivalent  duty  in  lieu  of  metage,  is  confined  to  the  port  of  London  and  water  of  Thames; 
for  neither  by  prescription  nor  charter,  nor  by  any  Act  of  Parliament,  have  they  ever  exer- 
cised or  possessed  a  right  of  metage  on  inland  coal  not  so  brought  into  the  port  of  London. 

3.  That  the  duty  of  Irf.  per  ton  on  coals  brought  into  the  port  of  London,  granted  by  the 
43  8c  44  Geo.  3,  for  the  express  and  limited  purpose  of  constructing  a  free  market  for  coals 
in  Loiftdon,  under  which  Parliamentary  grant,  since  perverted  by  various  subsequent  Acts  of 
Parliament  obtained  by  the  Corporation,  large  sums  have  been  levied,  and  continued  to  be 
levied,  on  inland  coals,  which  ought  no  longer  to  be  levied  beyond  the  bounds  of  the  metro- 
poUs,  inasmuch  as  the  proceeds  of  that  duty  are  expended  therein. 

4.  That  it  is  adverse  to  the  principles  of  free  trade  to  obstruct  the  introduction  of  inland 
coals  as  an  important  necessary  of  consumption,  and  by  the  introduction  of  which  the  price 
of  coals  in  the  metropolis- has  been  materially  reduced,  and  the  supply  equalised. 

5.  That  the  complaints  brought  before  this  Committee  by  the  inhabitants  of  Hertfordshire, 
and  surrounding  districts,  of  ths  injury  to  their  trade  by  the  recent  extension  of  the  duty  on 
inland  coals  not  entering  the  city  of  London  or  water  of  Thames,  are  well  founded,  and 
•demand  a  prompt  remedy. 

1  he  Committee  deliberated,  and  instructed  Chairman  to  prepare  a  Report. 

[Adjourned. 
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VII 


Veneris,  12^  die  August i,  1863. 


MSMBEBS   PRE&ENT: 

Sir  John  Shelley  in  the  Chair. 


Mr.  Masterman. 
Sir  B.  Hall. 
Sir  W.  Jolliffe. 
Sir  Jatnes  Duke. 
Mr.  Vernon. 

Committee  deliberated. 


Sir  Henry  Meux. 
Mr.  Alderman  Cubitt. 
Sir  Joshua  Walmsley. 
Mr.  Lowe. 


Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this.  Committee  that  the  inquiry  should  be  proceeded 
with  in  the  next  Session  of  Parliament. 

Ordered,  To  Report  the^  Resolution,  and  Minutes  of  Evidence  taken  before  the  Com- 
mittee, to  The  House. 

Ordered,  To  Report, 
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LIST    OF   WITNESSES, 


Jovh,  T"  die  Aprilis,  1853. 
Mr.  Benjamin  Scott    ..--•--•p.     i 

Jovis,  21®  die  Aprilis,  1853. 

Edward  Tyrrell,  Esq. p.     i 

Mr.  Benjamin  Scott    -        -        -        -        -        -        •        -p.     6 

Jiwis,  28®  die  Aprilis,  1853. 

Mr.  Benjamin  Scott     -        -        -        -        -        •        -        -p.  12 
Mr.  Charles  Rogers -p.  12 

John  Dickinson,  Esq.  -        -        -        -        -        -        -        -P-23 

Jovis^  5®  die  MaH^  1853. 

John  Dickinson,  Esq.  -         -        -        -        -         -         -p.  39 

Mr.  Benjamin  Scott    -        -        -        -        -        -        •        -p.  42 

Mr.  James  Renat  Scott       -        -        -        -        -        -        -p.  52 

Jovis,  12®  die  Maii,  1853. 

John  Dickinson,  Esq.  -        -        -        •        •        -        *        -P'54 
Mr.  Benjamin  Scott    -        -        -        -        -        -        -        -p«55 

Mr.  Nicholas  Wood p.  56 

Mr.  Harry  Inskip        - p.  7^ 

Mr.  James  Renat  Scott        •        ••        •        -^        -         •        -P'75 

Jovis,  26®  die  Mail,  1853. 

Edward  Tyrrell,  Esq. pp.  76.  81 

John  Marchant,  Esq.  -         -         -         -         -         -         -  -p.  76 

Mr.  James  Renat  Scott        -        -         -         -         -        -  -p.  84 

Mr.  John  Jasper  Gripper     -         -         -         -         -         -  -     p.  96 

Mr.  Henry  Welton     -        -         -        -        -        -        -  •P-PQ 
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MINUTES    OF   EVIDENCE. 


Jwts^  7*  die  Jprilis^  1853. 


MEMBERS    PRESENT. 


Sir  John  Shelley. 
Mr.  Alderman  (jubitt 
Mr.  Ker  Seymer. 
Mr.  Ewart. 
Sir  Henry  Meuz. 

Sir  JOHN  SHELLEY  in  the  Chair. 


Sir  James  Duke. 
Mr.  Maftterman. 
Sir  William  Jolliffe. 
Mr.  Miles. 
Sir  B.  Hall. 


Mr.  Benjamin  Scott,  called  in ;  and  Examined. 

1.  Chairman.']  ARE  you  from  the  office  of  the  City  Chamberlain  ? — Yes  ;  I  Mn  A  Scott. 
am  the  Chief  Clerk  to  the  Chamberlain.  ■ 

2.  Do  you  produce  some  accounts  that  were  ordered  r — The  Chamberlain  7  AprU  185a* 
received  an  order  through  the  Treasury,  and  we  sent  them  in  yesterday  to  the 

Lords  of  the  Treasury.     We  had  a  letter  from  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury,  request* 
ing  us  to  forward  the  accounts  to  them. 


Javis,  3P  die  Aprilis,  1853. 


MBMBSRS   PRESENT. 


Sir  John  Skedev. 
Sir  William  Jofliflfe. 
Mr.  Alderman  Cubitt. 
Mr.Ewan. 
Mr.  Headlam. 


Sir  Benjamin  Hall. 
Mr.  Masterman. 
Mr.  Vernon. 
Mr.  W.  Miles. 
Mr.  Ker  Seymer. 


Sir  JOHN  SHELLEY,  in  the  Chair. 


Edward  Tyrrell^  Esq.,  called  in  ;  and  Examined. 

3.  Chairman.']  YOU  are  the  City  Remembrancer?— Yes. 

4.  Will  you  state  to  the  Committee  the  different  Acts  of  Parliament  under    E.  Tyrreli,  &»;, 
which  the  Tarious  funds  are  raised  ? — ^The  first  is  the  5th  and  6th  of  King  :  ' 
William  and  Queen  Mary,  chapter  10,  **  An  Act  for  Relief  of  the  Orphans  and     «»  April  1853. 
other  Creditors  of  the  Qty  of  London." 

5.  That  is  called  the  Orphans*  Fund,  is  it  not  ? — Yes ;  by  that  Act  a  variety 
of  payments,  in  different  ways,  including  a  charge  upon  coals,  formed  a  fund 
for  the  payment  of  a  debt  due  to  the  orphans  of  the  city  of  London. 

^•49-  A  6.  What 
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JC  T^frreli,  E«q-  6.  What  is  that  debt  ? — The  corporation  of  London,  or  rather  the  Lord 
— — —  Mayor  and  Aldermen,  under  the  custom  of  London,  had  charge  of  the  orphans* 
»i  April  1853.     property  of  the  city  of  London. 

7.  Of  the  citizens  of  London  r — Yes ;  a  large  sum  in  their  hands  was,  in 
the  time  of  King  Charles  the  Second,  in  the  Royal  Exchequer ;  that  sum  was 
seized  by  the  Council  at  the  time,  and  applied  to  the  private  purposes  of  the 
Kmg  or  to  other  purposes  ;  and  the  citizens  of  London  from  that  period  to  the 
time  of  King  William  and  Mary,  made  several  efforts  to  get  the  money  returned, 
which  they  did  not  succeed  in  doing  until  the  Act  of  King  William  and  Mary 
was  passed. 

8.  What  was  the  effect  of  that  Act  at  the  time  ? — ^The  effect  of  that  Act 
was,  to  make  a  charge  upon  all  coals  brought  into  the  port  of  London  of  4  d. 
per  chaldron  or  ton  for  ever,  and  of  6  d.  for  the  term  of  60  years. 

9.  What  was  the  debt  due  by  the  Crown  at  that  time  ? — I  cannot  inform  the 
Committee  ;  the  Chamberlain,  or  Mr.  Scott,  will  be  able  to  inform  the  Committee 
upon  any  question  with  regard  to  finance. 

10.  In  point  of  fact,  this  charge  of  4rf.,  the  coal  tax,  was  to  replace  the 
money  that  had  been  seized  by  the  Crown  ? — It  was. 

11.  Are  there  in  fact  any  orphans  supported  out  of  this  coal  tax  ? — Not  now ; 
the  whole  of  the  sum  due  to  them  has,  by  the  operation  of  the  fimd,  been  paid 
off. 

1 2.  In  point  of  fact,  at  this  moment  the  corporation  doea  not  in  any  way 
relieve  the  orphans  of  the  city  of  London  ? — No. 

13.  There  is  no  such  thing,  is  there? — No. 

14.  At  what  period  was  that  debt  paid  off  ?— Mr.  Scott  will  inform  the  Com- 
mittee the  precise  period. 

1 5.  Is  the  tax  still  levied  under  the  Orphans'^ Fund  ? — ^Yes ;  since  the  debt  has 
been  paid  off  it  has  been  applied  to  public  improvements,  and  is  now  called  the 
London  Bridge  Approaches  Fund. 

16.  In  point  of  fact,  is  the  Orphans'  Fund  now  merged  into  the  Lopdon 
Bridge  Approaches  Fimd  ? — Precisely. 

1 7*  Mir.  W.  Miies.]  That  is  by  some  amendment  of  the  original  Act  ?— Yes ; 
by  subsequent  Acts* 

18.  CkaimMn.]  No  sums  are  now  collected  mider  the  Orphans'  Find  sepa- 
rately and  distinct  from  the  London  Bridge  Approadies  Fund  ? — I  think  not ; 
but  with  regard  to  questions  of  finance,  they  are  not  in  my  department ;  the 
City  Chamberlain,  or  his  chief  clerk,  Mr.  Scott,  will  be  able  to  answer  the 
Committee  as  to  these  points. 

19.  With  regard  to  the  money  produced  by  that  tax  of  4^.,  can  you  tell  the 
Committee  to  what  purposes  it  is  applied  ? — It  is  applied  for  the  purposes  of 
the  Improvement  Fund ;  the  London  Bridge  Approaches  Fund. 

20.  Is  it  applied  to  nothing  else  ? — ^I'o  no  other  purpose. 

21.  Mr.  Alderman  Cubitt.]  That  4d.  was  to  reimburse  the  city  for  the 
moneys  seized  by  the  Crown,  which  happened  then  to  be  in  the  Exchequer  ? — 
Or  rather,  I  should  say,  to  reimburse  the  orphans  for  the  money  for  which  the 
corporation  were  trustees. 

22.  Chairman.]  What  was  the  orphans'  property  ? — The  property  of  the 
orphans  was  property  which  had  been  paid  in  to  the  Chamberlain,  in  order 
that  it  might  be  taken  care  of  till  they  arrived  at  their  proper  age. 

23.  Mr.  Ewart.']   Who  paid  it  ?— The  corporation  of  London. 

24.  Sir  W.  Jollijfe.]  Did  those  orphans  stand  in  the  position  of  wards  of  the 
city  of  London  ? — Yes  ;  very  much  in  that  position. 

25.  Chairman.]  At  this  moment  the  corporation  do  not  take  charge  of  any 
funds  belonging  to  orphans  ? — None. 

26.  Mr.  TV.  Miles.]  How  did  they  get  rid  of  that  office  ? — It  was  abolished 
by  Act  of  Parliament. 

27.  Ckmrmmti.]  By  what  Act  was  it  abolished  ? — ^The  Act  of  5  &  6  of  WilBam 
and  Mary.  Ph)bably  under  that  Act  the  Committee  would  like  to  hare  tile 
varie>os  other  charges  besides  the  charges  upon  coals. 

28.  In  page  91  it  is  said  that  the  public  works  and  the  improvements  you 
have  mentioned  were  effected  out  of  the  Orphans'  Fund  and  the  London  BrMge 
Improvement  Fund,  thereby  marking  them  as  two  distinct  things.  I  understood 
3^ou  to  say  that  the  Orphans*  Fund  is  practically  merged  in  the  London  Bridge 
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Approadies  Fund? — Yes  ;  some  improvemente  w«e  executed  befiore  the  name  E.  TyrreO^V^ 

^^e  fund  wafi  ehanged.  .■ 

29.  It  is  still  necessary,  for  coniveDieiice,  to  keep  up  the  tmo  names? — Yes.  <i  April  1853: 
If  the  Committee  desire  to  have  an  acoomit  of  the  charges  upon  oools  as  th^ 

now  exist,  I  apprehend  there  is  no  other  mode  of  doing  it,  but  by  statmg  how 
they  commenced. 

30.  Sir  W.  JoUiffe^  The  London  Bridge  Approaches  Fund  is  not  whdly 
composed  of  the  Orphans*  Fund,  is  it  ? — ^Thcre  are  various  other  charges,  besides 
the  coal  duties,  which  always  formed  part  of  the  Orphans'  Fund. 

31.  Chairman.']  Independently  of  those  items,  what  others  formed  the  Lon- 
don Bridge  Approaches  Fund? — ^The  first  was  a  sum  of  8,000/.  per  annum 
chained  upon  the  city  property ;  a  certain  sum  charged  upon  the  city  aque- 
ducts ;  2,000  /.  per  annum  upon  the  personal  estates  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
city;  600/.  for  21  years  upon  the  public  hghte  ;  2s.  6d.  upon  the  binding  of 
apprentices ;  5  s.  upon  the  admissioQ  of  freemen ;  and  4  *.  a  tmi  upon  wines. 

32.  Those  last  three  items  are  exactly  the  same  as  are  found  in  that  which 
forms  the  London  Bridge  Approaches  Fund,  are  they  not? — Yes,  they  are. 
Those  several  sums  which  I  have  named  formed,  with  the  coal  duties,  in  the 
first  instance,  the  amount  of  the  Orphans'  Fund. 

33.  Do  any  revenues  from  Fleet  Market  come  in  there  ? — No,  they  came  in 
by  an  Act  long  afterwards. 

34.  Was  that  the  10th  and  1 1th  of  George  the  Fourth  ?— Yes,  the  1 1  Geo.  4. 
$5.  That  applies  to  the  London  Bridge  Approaches  Fund  alone,  does  it  not  r 

—Yes. 

'^6.  Are  there  any  means  of  showing  that  there  was,  in  point  of  fact,  any 
repayment  made  to  any  orphan  after  those  charges  were  granted  to  the  corpo- 
ration ? — I  believe  it  might  be  satisfactorily  shown  that  every  charge  was  paid 
ofiF.  The  next  Act  is  the  21st  of  George  the  Second,  chapter  29,  "  An  Act  for 
Ae  further  Relief  of  the  Orphans  and  others.  Creditors  of  the  city  of  London, 
and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned.'*  The  object  of  that  Act  was  to 
continue  the  duty  of  6  d.  per  chaldron,  or  ton,  upon  coals,  for  35  years  longer, 
and  also  to  charge  the  revenues  of  the  city  of  London  with  the  further  sum  of 
2,000  /.  per  annum  towards  the  fund.  The  next  Act  is  the  7th  of  King  George 
the  Third,  chapter  37,  "  An  Act  for  completing  the  Bridge  across  the  River 
Ihames,  from  Blackfriars,  in  the  city  of  London,  to  the  opposite  side,  in  the 
county  of  Surrey,  and  the  avenues  thereto  on  the  London  side ;  for  redeeming 
the  Tolls  on  the  said  Bridge  and  on  London  Bridge ;  for  rebuilding  the  Gaol  of 
Newgate  iti  the  said  City ;  for  repairing  the  Uoyal  Exchange  within  the  same  ; 
for  embanking  part  of  the  North  Side  of  the  said  River  within  certain  limits ; 
and  for  further  continuing  towards  those  purposes  the  imposition  of  6  d.  per 
chaldron  or  ton  of  Coals  and  Culm  imported  into  the  port  of  the  said  City, 
established  by  an  Act  of  the  5th  and  eth  years  of  the  reign  of  King  William 
and  Queen  Mary ;  and  also  for  carrying  on  the  New  Pavements  in  the  City  and 
Liberties  of  Westminster  and  parishes  adjacent,  and  in  the  Town  and  Borough 
of  Southwark,  and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned."  By  the  38th  sec- 
tion of  that  Act,  the  duty  of  6  d.  per  chaldron  or  ton  was  continued  for  46 
years;  and  also,  by  t be  39th  section,  the  city  revenues  were  charged  with 
1,500  /.  per  annum  to  the  Orphans'  Fund  for  46  years.  The  next  Act  is  the 
44th  of  King  George  he  Third,  chapter  27,  **  An  Act  for  raising  an  additional 
sum  of  Money  for  Cairying  into  execution  several  Acts  for  widening  the 
Entrance  into  the  City  of  London,  near  Temple  Bar ;  for  making  a  more  com- 
modious Street  at  Snow-hill ;  and  for  raising,  on  the  credit  of  the  Orphans' 
Fund,  certain  sums  of  Money  for  those  purposes ;  and  also  for  enlai^g  the 
powers  of  the  said  Acts.*'  By  section  1 1  of  that  Act,  the  duty  of  6  d.  per 
chaldron  or  ton  upon  coals  was  continued  for  five  years  and  three  quarters  ; 
and  also,  by  the  12th  section,  the  yearly  sum  of  1,500/.  on  the  city  revenues 
was  continued  for  the  same  )>eriod.  The  next  Act  is  the  47th  of  King  George 
the  Tliird,  session  2,  chapter  68,  *'  An  Act  for  repealing  the  several  Acts  for 
regulating  the  vend  and  delivery  of  Coals  within  the  Cities  of  London  and 
Westminster,  and  Liberties  thereof,  and  in  certain  parts  of  the  Counties  of  Mid-- 
dlesex,  Surrey,  Kent,  and  Essex,  and  for  making  better  provision  for  the 
same."  By  section  20  of  that  Act,  a  coal  duty  of  1  d.  per  chaldron  or  ton 
was  imposed,  for  the  purpose  of  purchasing  lands  for  building  a  Coal  Market. 

37.  Was  it  "chaldron  or  ton"? — Yes;  in  all  the  old  Acts  the  words  are 
0.49.  A  2  "  chaldron 
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E.  Tyrrell,  £gq.  "  chaldron  OF  ton."  The  next  Act  is  the  10th  of  George  the  Fourth,  chapter 
1 36,  intituled,  *^  An  Act  for  improving  the  Approaches  to  London  Bridge."  Under 

t\  April  1853.  that  Act  the  name  of  the  fund  was  changed;  it  it  called  there  the  ^*  Fund,** 
in  lieu  of  the  old  name  of  the  "  Orphans'  Fund."  By  that  Act,  section  72,  the 
duty  of  6  d.  per  chaldron  or  ton  on  coals  was  continued  for  21  years ;  and  by 
section  74,  the  duty  of  4  d.  was  also  to  form  part  of  the  fund.  By  the  1 1th  of 
King  George  the  Fourth,  chapter  64,  an  Act  intituled.  '*An  Act  to  make 
further  provisions  for  defraying  the  Expenses  of  making  the  Approaches  to 
London  Bridge  and  the  removal  of  Fleet  Market ;"  a  duty  on  wines ;  on  appren- 
tices, freedoms,  and  agreements ;  and  the  several  sums  of  8,000/.,  2,000  /.,  and 
1,500/.  per  annum;  and  half  of  the  profits  of  Fleet  Market,  were  applied  to 
and  formed  part  of  the  Improvement  Fund. 

38.  That  was  in  1829,  was  it  not  ? — In  1830. 

39.  Sir  W.  Jolliffe.]  Was  that  the  first  time  the  wine  duties  were  applied 
to  this  purpose  ? — No ;  they  had  always  heen  applied.  Indeed,  the  whole 
fund,  from  the  time  it  ceased  to  be  chargeable  to  the  orphans,  was  applied  to 
improvements. 

40.  Mr.  Ewart.']  All  those  that  you  have  last  recited,  or  a  proportion  <rf 
them,  were  applied  to  the  London  Bridge  Approaches  Fund? — ^Yes,  by  the 
1 1th  of  George  the  Fourth. 

41 .  Mv.Vernon.]  Thereby  embracing,  in  the  London  Bridge  Approaches  Fund, 
all  those  sources  of  revenue  which  formerly  had  been  appUed  to  the  Orphans* 
Fund  ? — Precisely  so. 

42.  Mr.  Ewart.']  Then  there  was  an  end  of  the  Orphans'  Fund  ? — ^The 
Orphans'  Fund  merged  in  the  Improvement  Fund. 

43.  CfiairmanJ]  ITiere  is  no  separate  account,  is  there  ? — I  believe  there  is 
a  distinct  account ;  a  winding-up  of  the  one  account,  and  the  commence* 
ment  of  the  other  account  at  that  time.  The  next  Act  is  the  1st  and  2d  of 
King  William  the  Fourth,  chapter  76>  ^'  An  Act  for  regulating  the  vend  and 
delivery  of  C'oals  in  the  Cities  of  London  and  Westminster,  and  in  certain 
parts  of  the  Counties  of  Middlesex,  Surrey,  Kent,  Essex,  Hertfordshire,  Buck- 
inghamshire, and  Berkshire."  By  that  Act,  a  duty  of  1  d.  per  ton  is  continued 
for  the  purpose  of  the  Coal  Market ;  the  duty  payable  under  the  charter  to  the 
corporation  of  London  of  4  d.,  is  continued  at  4  ^. ;  and  the  two  sums  of  6^. 
and  4  d.  are  continued  at  8  d. 

44.  This  is  upon  a  ton,  and  not  upon  a  chaldron  ? — By  that  Act,  a  complete 
change  in  the  system  was  made ;  in  the  system  of  selling  coals,  f  nstecid  of 
being  sold  by  measure,  they  were  from  thenceforth  to  be  sold  by  weight. 

45.  What  difference  of  charge  was  made  in  consequence  of  the  difference 
between  the  quantity  per  chaldron  and  the  quantity  in  the  weight  per  ton ; 
it  did  not  continue,  I  presume,  4  d.  per  ton,  as  it  had  been  4  d.  per  chaldron  r — 
In  the  one  case,  so  far  as  the  corporation  of  London  were  concerned,  it  con* 
tinued  the  same  >  but  so  far  as  the  two  Improvement  Funds  were  concerned 
they  were  varied  from  lOd.toSd. 

46.  Can  you  give  any  reason  why,  if  it  was  right  that  it  should  be  varied 
between  10  d.  and  8rf.,  as  regards  the  Improvement  Fund,  the  corporation 
should  continue  to  receive  the  sum  of  4  d.  ? — It  was  for  a  good  legal  reason, 
independently  of  a  variety  of  others,  which  I  cannot  give  the  Committee.  Under 
their  charter  the  Corporation  were  entitled  to  the  sum  of  Sd.  for  weighing 
coals,  and  in  lieu  of  the  8  d.  they  consented  to  take  4  d. 

47.  For  meterage? — Yes.  The  next  Act  is  the  1st  and  2d  Victoria,  chs^ster 
101,  "An  Act  to  continue  for  seven  years  an  Act  for  regulating  the  vend 
and  delivery  of  Coals  in  London  and  Westminster,  and  in  certain  parts  of 
the  adjacent  Counties."  The  next  Act  is  the  3d  and  4th  of  Queen  Victoria, 
chapter  131,  "An  Act  to  continue  for  four  years,  from  the  5th  day  of 
July  1858,  the  duties  now  levied  on  Coal  and  Wines  imported  into  the  port  of 
London."  liy  that  Act  the  duty  of  6  d.  per  chaldron  or  ton  was  continued  for 
four  year?;,  and  the  duty  on  wine  was  continued  for  four  years. 

48.  The  apprentice  fee  and  the  freeman's  fee  continuing  the  same? — Yes, 
that  was  done  under  one  of  the  subsequent  Acts,  to  which  I  will  allude.  The 
next  is  the  8th  and  9th  of  Queen  Victoria,  chapter  101,  "  An  Act  to  continue,. 
until  the  5th  day  of  July  1862,  the  Acts  for  regulating  the  vend  and  deUvery 
of  Coals  in  London  and  Westminster,  and  in  certain  parts  of  the  adjacent 
counties,  and  to  alter  and  amend  the  said  Act."     By  that  Act  the  two  former 
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Acts  were  continued  till  the  year  1862,  and  by  section  2  of  that  Act  the  coal     JE.  Tyrell^  £s^. 

duties  were  extended  to  coals  brought  within  20  miles  of  the  General  Post       ^ 

Office ;  also,  by  the  third  section  of  that  Act,  the  duty  of  1  d.  per  ton  formerly      **  ^P"^  ^^53* 
payable  to  the  Coal  Market  was  applied  to  public  improvements  in  the  metropolis. 

49.  There  is  nothing  else^  such  as  pensions  to  coal  meters  ? — No ;  they 
were  under  the  former  Act.  The  next  Act  is  the  13th  and  14th  of  Queen 
Victoria,  chapter  102,  "  An  Act  to  authorise  further  charges  upon  the  London 
Bridge  Approaches  Fund  for  the  completion  of  certain  Improvements  in  the 
Metropolis."  By  section  12  of  that  Act,  the  parts  of  the  fund  which  were  not 
permanent  were  continued  until  the  sums  charged  on  the  funds  were  paid. 
That  applied  to  the  charges  I  have  named  to  the  Committee. 

50.  Mr.  Vernon.']  Is  it  not  chapter  103  ? — Yes. 

51.  Which  is  the  Direct  Line  Act,  as  it  is  called? — ^That  is  the  one  passed 
in  the  year  1831 .  There  was  no  new  sum  chained  under  that  Act.  The  object 
of  that  Act  was  to  grant  a  drawback  upon  coals,  and  to  r^ulate  the  mode 
in  which  the  duties  were  to  be  collected. 

52.  In  that  Act  were  inserted  the  words,  •*  in  a  direct  line "  ? — Yes,  the 
object  of  the  insertion  of  those  words  was  to  make  that  clear  which  was  the 
law  before,  in  order  that  there  might  be  no  dispute  upon  that  point. 

53.  Can  you  describe  to  the  Committee  the  eflfect  of  those  words ;  did  they 
not  cause  parts  of  the  country  to  pay  that  did  not  pay  previously  r — No,  they 
^carried  out  precisely  the  legal  effect  of  the  Act  of  the  8th  and  9th  of  Queen 

Victoria. 

54.  But  as  to  the  practical  result ;  are  you  aware  that  any  part  of  the  county 
was  in  consequence  included  that  was  not  included  before,  that  was  beyond 
^hat  was  called  the  City  Stone  ? — Under  the  various  Acts  passed  for  the 
different  railways,  there  were  certain  bounds  at  which  the  dutj'  was  to  be 
collected,  to  be  marked  by  stones.  Grove  Park  and  others  ;  but  the  operation 
of  those  Acts  was  superseded  by  the  Act  of  the  8th  and  9th  of  Clueen  Victoria, 
which  enacts  that  all  coals  brought  within  20  miles  of  the  General  Post-office 
^all  pay  coal  duties. 

55.  Sir  W.  Jolliffe.]  Do  you  know  that  some  of  these  stones  have  been 
removed  to  a  greater  distance  from  London  than  that  at  which  they  formerly 
stood  ? — I  believe  they  have.     I  do  not  know  that  of  my  own  knowledge. 

56.  Chairman,]  Supposing  that  to  be  proved,  is  it  not  clear  that  a  portion  of 
the  country  will  be  brought  in  that  did  not  previously  pay  ?— No ;  because 
if  it  is  shown,  as  is  actually  the  case,  that  after  the  passing  of  the  8th  and  9th 
of  Victoria,  the  coal  duties  were  payable  if  brought  within  20  miles  of  the 
General  Post  Office,  the  moving  of  the  stones  would  not  occasion  any  variance. 

57.  Mr.  Vernon.]  The  last  Act  to  which  you  referred  was  only  in  fact  solving 
all  doubts  as  to  the  application  of  the  Act  of  the  8th  and  9th  of  Victoria  ?  — 
That  was  the  object,  and  the  legal  effect  of  it. 

58.  Supposing  any  districts  were  brought  in  under  the  operation  of  the  Act, 
in  consequence  of  that  solution,  there  would  be  no  reason  for  complaint  if  they 
were  20  miles  from  the  Post  Office ;  there  were  no  boundaries  before  fixed,  I 
presume,  of  any  sort  ? — The  object  was  to  carry  out  the  legal  boundary  as 
<i^ned  by  the  8th  and  9th  of  Victoria. 

59.  Sir  W.  Jolliffe.]  Do  you  know  whether  the  Orphans'  Fund  account  was 
finally  closed  before  1/54,  when  Blackfriars  Bridge  was  built?— I  do  not  know. 
On  questions  of  finance  I  shall  not  be  able  to  give  the  C!ommittee  any  informa- 
tion. 

60.  That  Act  redeemed  the  tolls  upon  Blackfriars  Bridge,  and  on  London 
Bridge,  did  it  not  ? — Yes. 

6 1 .  Do  you  not  know  whether  tolls  were  received  upon  London  Bridge  up  to 
that  period  ? — I  believe  they  were. 

62.  Mr.  Alderman  Cubitt]  Until  the  canal  brought  coals  near  London,  all 
the  coals  that  were  used  in  any  of  those  districts  must  necessarily  hav^  come 
up  the  Thames  ? — But  there  were,  in  fact,  no  coals  brought  by  canals  withir  a 
<^rtain  distance  of  London  without  paying  the  duties  indeed,  there  were 
^dauses  in  the  early  (Janal  Bills  preventing  coals  being  brought  up  at  all. 

6^.  Chamnan.]  That  is  within  the  area? — Yes,  within  a  certain  limit. 

64.  Mr.  Ewart.]  What  distance  was  prescribed  for  the  canals,  with  regard  to 
paying  toll ;  within  what  radius?— It  varied ;  by  the  Act  of  1793  no  coal  was 
to  be  conveyed  by  the  Grand  Junction  Canal  towards  London  nearer  than  the 
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J5.  T^rr^//^  Es^.     mouth 'of  the  tunnel  at  Langley  Ferry,  Herts;  and  there  were  other  Canals 

Acts  which  pi'ohibited  coal  being  brought  within  a  certain  line* 

21  April  1S53.         65.  Mr.  W.  Miles.']  The  distance  to  which  they  wer^  restricted  depended 

entirely,  did  it  not,  upon  the  corporation  and  committors  of  the  House  of. 

Commons  r — It  entirely  depended  upon  the  clauses  inserted  in  the  Bills. 

66.  Mr.  Alderman  Uubitt.]  If  there  were  any  districts  which  did  enjoy  an 
exemption  from  the  tolls  which  are  now  made  chargeable,  they  must  have  been 
districts  served  by  some  of  the  railways  for  a  short  timer — Yes,  if  there  were 
any,  which  I  doubt  very  much. 

67.  Chairman.]  In  one  of  the  returns  I  perceive  that  the  words  "  extended 
area"  are  rather  objected  to;  do  you  object  to  those  words  ?— Yes,  precisely 
because  the  area  was  not  extended, 

08.  Were  there  persons  at  the  time  of  the  passing  of  this  Act  appointed  by 
the  corporation  to  go  and  fix  the  stones  r — Yes. 

69.  You  do  not  know  it  yourself? — Yes  ;  I  believe  there  were. 

70.  Can  you  tell  the  Committee  how  many  persons  were  appointed  who  fixed 
those  stones  at  the  time  of  the  passing  of  that  Act  r — I  have  no  doubt  that  it 
was  referred  to  a  committee  called  the  coal  and  corn  committee,  and  that  under 
their  directions  those  stones  were  so  affixed. 

7 1 .  Then  supposing  they  had  placed  them  beyond  the  limits,  what  means  of 
testing  the  accuracy  of  their  measurement  was  there  at  the  time  ? — I  appre- 
hend that  those  stones  were  all  placed  at  precise  points  fixed  in  the  respective 
Acts  of  Parliament  for  the  railroads. 

72.  And  as  regards  the  turnpike  roads? — I  do  not  think  that  there  were  any 
stones  placed  on  the  turnpike  roads. 

73.  Mr.  Vernon.]  Would  they  not  be  fixed  by  surveyors  ? — Probably  by 
agreement  between  the  corporation  of  London  and  the  railway  company. 

74.  Chairman.]  Then  the  corporation  left  entirely  to  the  coal  and  com  com- 
mittee the  responsibility  of  placing  those  stones  ? — I  apprehend  that  was  the 
case. 

75.  Mr.  Ewart.]  Were  they  so  placed  on  canals  ? — ^They  were  placed,  I  should 
imagine,  in  the  same  way  ;  1  only  state  to  the  Committee  what  I  have  heard. 

Mr.  Berijamin  Scott ^  called  in ;  and  further  Examined. 

Mr.  B.  Scott.  76.  Chairmem.]  ARE  you  the  Chief  Cleric  to  the  Chamberiain  of  the  CSty  of 
London  r — Yes ;  I  am. 

77.  Is  yoiiir  appointment  independent  of  the  Chamberlain  ?— I  am  app(»nted 
by  the  Chamberlain. 

78.  What  are  the  duties  of  the  Chamberlain  ?'— His  duty  is  to  receive  monies 
from  the  collectors ;  and  he  acts  as  Treasure  under  these  Acts,  and  keeps 
the  accounts. 

79.  Is  he  paid  by  t  per  centage,  or  in  what  way  is  he  remunerated  ?— He  is 
paid  under  different  accounts  in  various  ways;  there  are  very  many  trust 
accounts  that  have  betn  Trailed  for,  and  very  many  others  which  are  kept  in  his 
office,  and  he  is  paid  m,  rarious  ways.  The  whole  of  the  monies  recdred  in 
his  office  are  by  an  arrangement  with  the  corporation  carried  to  one  fund, 
which  is  called  the  Cliamberlain's  Emolument  Account ;  and  out  of  that,  fixed 
salaries  are  paid  to  him  and  to  his  clerks.  The  corporation  oversee  the  office ; 
and  all  the  profits,  like  a  banker's  account,  are  carried  into  one  fund,  and  the 
surplus  is  disposed  of  by  the  corporation  for  the  benefit  of  the  trust  funds. 

80.  Can  you  give  the  Committee  any  information  as  to  what  prof)ortion  of 
his  salary  is  paid  out  of  the  coal  tax,  and  what  out  of  other  funds  ? — We  could 
inform  the  Committee  of  the  several  sums  which  are  paid  from  different 
accounts  kept  in  his  office  towards  that  Emolument  Account. 

81.  Mr.  Masttrman.]  Each  account  speaks  for  itself,  does  it  not?— Yes  ;  but 
the  Chamberlain,  like  other  treasurers  and  bankers,  has  the  right,  and  has 
always  exercised  it,  of  making  profits  of  the  monies  in  his  hands ;  those  profits 
also  go  to  this  account,  and  they  would  be  very  large  sometimes.  They  were 
felt  to  be  too  large,  and  the  corporation  some  eight  or  ten  years  back,  made  a 
regulation  by  which  he  should  never  have  more  than  2,500/.  a  year  for  his 
emolument. 

82.  What  amount  of  funds  may  he  hold  in  his  hands  ? — Any  amount  that 
may  properly  rest  in  his  hands  for  the  time  being;  any  amount  that  the 
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ooifeotofs  may  pay  in,  and  which  the  ccmimittees  have  no  occasion  to  disburse       Mr,  B.  Scate. 
at  the  moment.  

83.  Sir  W.  Jotliffe.]  You  state  that  his  salary  is  limited  by  a  regulation  of     «»  April  1853. 
the  city  to  2^5002.  a  year  ? — The  words  of  the  deed  between  himscif  and  the 
eorporation  are,  that  he  shall  take  2^500/.  a  year  if  the  profits  of  the  ofiice  shall 

be  so  much ;  but  more  than  that  he  cannot  receive. 

84.  Is  the  interest  of  the  money  in  his  hands  calculated  as  part  of  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  office  ? — Everything  is  carried  to  a  separate  account,  and  audited 
and  checked  by  the  Committee ;  and  if  there  is  2,500/.  after  he  has  paid  all  his 
derks  and  the  stationery,  which  is  Umited,  and  other  expenses  of  his  office,  he 
takes  it ;  and  if  there  is  not,  he  suffers  loss  of  income  in  consequence. 

85.  Chairtnan.^  Are  the  Committee  to  understand  that  he  can  have  no 
more  r — Yes. 

86.  Does  the  audit  committee  look  carefully  into  these  matters  ? — Yes ;  a 
committee  is  specially  appointed  for  that  purpose  to  check  the  Chamberlain's 
accounts. 

87.  That  committee,  or  some  one  on  behalf  of  it,  will  probably  be  able  to 
give  evidence  as  to  the  proportion  of  the  payment  towards  that  salary  which 
comes  out  of  the  coal  tax  ? — ^Yes  ;  we  can  furnish  the  Committee  with  the 
amounts  carried  to  that  fund,  but  1  cannot  tell  the  Committee  how  much  the 
Chamberlain  receives  out  of  coal  duties ;  because  there  is  a  large  surplus  upon 
that  fund,  of  which  some  goes  to  the  Chamberlain,  some  to  his  clerks,  and  some 
goes  back  again  to  the  trust  funds,  or  is  invested  to  guarantee  against  any 
increased  charge  upon  those  funds. 

88.  Does  not  the  audit  committee,  in  auditing  these  accounts,  still  keep  an 
account  as  between  the  audit  committee  and  the  Chamberlain  r — Yes,  and  it  is 
every  year  passed  by  them. 

89.  In  that  way  could  you  not  ascertain  the  amount  of  per-centage  forming 
the  proportion  of  that  2,500  /.  which  comes  out  of  the  coal  duties  irrespectively 
of  other  duties  ?-— I  think  it  may  be  found,  excepting  that  there  is  no  coal  fund 
kept  by  itself,  but  it  is  kept  with  the  wine  dues,  apprentices'  bindings, 
and  other  things  ;  therefore  I  can  tell  the  Committee  how  much  comes  out  of 
the  London  Bridge  Approaches  Fund,  and  how  much  out  of  the  Coal  Market 
Fund,  but  not  how  much  comes  out  of  the  coal  duties. 

90.  As  the  Orphans'  Fund  and  the  London  Bridge  Approaches  Fund  were  at 
one  time  not  exactly  identical,  must  not  there  be  a  different  mode  of  payment  and 
a  different  per-centage  ?— I  can  tell  the  Committee  how  much  the  Chamberlain 
receives  on  the  London  Bridge  Approaches  Fund,  and  how  much  is  carried  to 
that  account,  and  what  per-centage  would  be  his  profit,  but  there  is  not 
a  separate  coal  fund ;  it  is  partly  coal  fund,  partly  wine  duty,  and  partly  other 
matters  for  which  he  is  paid.  A  very  considerable  proportion  of  his  emoluments 
would  be  for  keeping  accounts,  and  paying  interests  upon  loans ;  he  is  not  paid 
any  way  separately  for  receiving  the  coal  duties. 

91.  What  security  does  he  give? — £.30,000;  he  and  seven  sureties  give 
bonds  in  30,000  Z.,  and  he  is  answerable  in  case  of  misapplication. 

92.  What  is  the  amount  in  his  hands  at  this  moment  ? — From  all  the  funds 
in  the  office  probably  from  130,000/.  to  150,000/.  is  the  full  amount  in  his 
hands. 

93.  Mr.  Vernon.]  Is  2,600/.  his  net  salary  ? — Yes.  The  Chamberlain  has  no 
wish  to  hide  anything ;  he  has  nothing  whatever  from  any  fund  as  connected 
with  any  coal  duties  :  he  keeps  the  public  accounts,  and  there  is  nothing  paid 
to  him  for  keeping  the  proceeds  of  the  coal  duties  ;  it  is  for  keeping  accounts, 
managing  loans,  raising  moneys  and  paying  them  off,  and  paying  interest ;  it  is 
for  managing  the  funds  that  he  is  paid,  himself  and  his  clerks,  that  fund  re- 
ceiving a  proportion  of  the  coal  duties,  but  not  for  receiving  or  collecting  it ;  the 
collectors,  as  it  is  paid,  hand  it  over  to  him  every  day.  I  do  not  think  that  any 
gentleman  would  charge  money  for  holding  money,  particularly  if  he  made  use 
of  it ;  it  is  for  keeping  the  accounts,  which  are  very  voluminous,  that  he 
receives  this  salary,  and  he  has  an  establishment  of  seven  clerks  constantly  em- 
pk)yed  in  keeping  and  managing  these  accounts.  There  is  no  sum  charged 
specifically  upon  any  coal  duty ;  he  is  treasurer,  by  the  custom  and  law  of 
London,  of  all  the  city  funds  and  trust  funds,  unless  it  is  specifically  provided 
otherwise  in  Acts  of  Parliament. 

94.  Chaiitnan.]  He  performs  his  duty  in  person,  does  he  not? — Yes,  when 
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Mr.  B.  Scott,  ijg  jg  ji^  health,  as  he  has  been  for  years ;  his  health  has  only  &Ued  withhr 
^  ^g  the  last  month,  and  he  is  very  unwell  now. 
pn  S3*  ,  g^  gjj^  jg  ^^j/ j  Thjg  ^^ly  ^f  4  ^  forms  a  part  of  the  city  cash  account, 
and  whatever  may  be  ^e  expenditure  of  the  city,  is  not  the  amount  collected 
by  the  coal  duty  under  this  4  d.  duty  applicable  towards  the  general  expenditure 
of  the  city? — It  is  the  city  property,  and  they  can  apply  it  in  any  way  they 
think  fit. 

96.  Mr.  W.  Mites.]  By  reference  to  your  accounts  can  you  ascertain  the 
receipts  under  each  head  of  coal  duties,  wine  duties,  and  so  on  ? — ^Yes. 

97*  Is  the  Committee  to  understand  that  a  certain  per  centage  is  charged 
from  all  those  respective  duties,  and  put  to  the  Chamberlain's  account  for  the 
time  being? — Yes,  there  is  a  per  centage  chained  upon  some.  In  other  cases 
the  corporation  have  determined  that  it  shall  be  a  fixed  sum,  for  instance, 
60  /.  or  80  /.,  for  paying  clerks ;  and  all  those  sums  are  carried  into  mie  account 
called  the  Chamberlain's  Emolument  Account ;  and  out  of  that  he  pays  him- 
self, if  there  is  2,500  /.  after  paying  his  clerks  and  the  ordinary  office  expenses.. 

98.  By  referring  to  those  different  annual  accounts,  you  will  see  under  what 
head  a  certain  sum  is  charged  to  the  Chamberlain,  will  you  not  ? — Yes. 

99.  Will  you  refer  to  your  coal  accounts  of  last  year ;  the  whole  of  them  ? — 
With  respect  to  the  city's  4  rf.,  there  is  no  payment  with  regard  to  the  coali 
duties  at  all  that  I  can  point  out.  The  Chamberlain  is  paid  without  reference 
to  the  coal  duties ;  and  if  they  were  not  collected  to-morrow  it  would  make  a 
very  trifling  difference  in  his  office.  He  manages  the  whole  of  the  corporate 
accounts. 

100.  Is  there  any  item  under  the  coal  duties  showing  what  is  deducted  to 
the  Chamberlain's  account  from  that  item  ? — I  can  give  the  Committee  what  is- 
paid  out  of  the  Coal  Market  Fund  that  was  created  out  of  the  coal  duties. 
There  is  nothing  paid  out  of  the  wine  duty  to  the  Chamberlain  at  all,  which  is 
payable  to  the  Government ;  and  there  is  nothing  paid  out  of  the  4  d.  duty  that  T 
can  connect  with  coals  in  any  way  whatever.  He  has  a  payment  for  managing 
the  corporation  accounts  out  of  the  London  Bridge  Approaches  Fund ;  and 
there  are  payments  made  to  him  for  managing  the  accounts  generally,  which,  if 
the  Committee  desire,  they  can  have  supplied  to  them.  1  have  not  the  details^ 
here,  but  they  are  included  in  the  account  which  is  numbered  / . 

.  101.  Mr.  W.  Miles.]  On  the  average  of  years,  what  has  been  the  amount 
paid?— It  has  latterly  been  about  2,000  /.  a  year;  since  the  year  1847,  2,100 /. 
a  year  on  the  average.  In  the  last  year  it  was  2,080  /.  The  increase  from- 
1,600/.  to  2,000/.  was  created  by  an  alteration  made  in  the  collection  of  the 
wine  dues.  These  are  the  whole  sums  paid  for  collections  in  this  account. 
There  was  a  suspicion  that  there  was  some  defalcation  on  the  wine  dues,  and 
instead  of  paying  the  party  a  per  centage,  which  he  took  out  of  the  accounts,  a 
new  collector  was  appointed,  and  placed  on  a  salary,  and  a  comptroller  was 
appointed  at  100  /.  a  year  to  check  the  wine  dues,  and  there  was  an  increase  of 
600  /.  or  600  /.  a  year ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  there  was  an  increase  of  more 
than  1,000/.  a  year,  upon  that  new  arrangement,  in  the  produce  of  the  wine 
dues. 

102.  With  regard  to  the  London  Bridge  Approaches  Account,  can  you 
separate  the  amoimt  which  is  received  frt)m  the  coal  duties  from  the  other 
duties  ? — Yes,  we  can  give  the  Committee  the  amounts ;  they  are  so  separated 
in  these  accounts. 

103.  By  reference  to  these  accounts,  can  you  find  out  how  much  of  the  same- 
which  you  have  stated  has  gone  to  the  Chamberlain  came  from  the  coal  duties,, 
irrespectively  of  the  other  duties  ? — No,  it  has  no  reference  to  the  coal  duties^ 
at  all ;  it  is  for  managing  the  accounts  of  the  London  Bridge  Approaches  Fund  ;. 
paying  first  the  bondholders,  and  managing  all  those  accounts  which  require  a 
great  deal  of  checking.  We  have  to  examine  the  accounts  of  the  coal  collectors, 
and  the  register  of  the  coal  duty ;  check  the  wine  collectors,  and  the  comp- 
troUer  of  the  wine  duties  accounts.    Several  clerks  are  employed  daily ;  in 
fact,  for  that  duty  the  Chamberlain  is  allowed  a  sum  which,  I  think,  is  12  ^.  6  rf. 
per  cent,  upon  the  amount  paid  in  upon  this  fimd,  not  for  holding  the  money, 
but  for  checking  and  keeping  the  accounts,  and  having  them  audited  by  the 
committee. 

104.  If  the  Chamberlain  is  allowed   12  d.  6^.  per  cent,  upon  that  amount,  . 

and 


Digitized  by 


Google 


SELECT  COMMITTEE  ON  COALS  (METROPOLIS).  9 

and  you  know  the  amount  that  is  received  from  the  coal  duties,  and  the  amount      Mr.  B.  ScoA. 

received  from  the  wine  duties,  and  the  gross  amount  received  by  the  Chamber-      ; 

lain,  you  will  be  able  to  state  exactly  what  is  the  proportion  that  comes  from     ^*  ^P^*^  ^^^^* 
the  coal  duties  ? — Yes,  it  could  be  ascertained  in  that  way  ;  but  about  one-half 
only,  I  think,  goes  to  the  Chamberlain,  the  remainder  remains  a  surplus  on  the 
account. 

105.  Chairma72.]  Having  gone  into  the  cit}^'s  funds,  will  you  state  in  what 
way  it  is  expended  r — It  does  not  go  into  the  city  funds  at  all ;  the  deed 
provides  that  the  city  should  not  take  it.  It  is  applied  by  the  committee  in 
one  of  two  ways,  but  it  is  distinctly  provided  in  the  deed  that  it  shall  be  applied 
for  the  benefit,  directly  or  indirectly,  of  the  trust  funds,  in  the  aggregate  a 
surplus  is  created,  and  that  surplus  is  either  invested  in  the  Bank  of  England  to 
provide  against  any  ftiture  deficiency,  which  is  very  possible  (particularly  since 
those  funds  have  gone  to  the  Woods  and  Forests,  and  they  will  not  be  so 
productive  as  they  have  been),  and  thus  to  prevent  any  future  charges  in 
addition  upon  them.  There  is  what  is  called  by  bankers  **  a  guarantee  fund,'* 
so  that  if  the  emolument  fails,  and  should  have  to  be  made  up,  it  should  not  be 
out  of  the  trust  funds,  but  out  of  this  guarantee  fund.  The  committee  have 
the  power,  and  they  have  exercised  it  on  one  occasion,  of  reimbursing  several 
hundred  pounds  to  the  London  Bridge  Approaches  and  other  Funds ;  and  if  they 
think  that  any  fund  has  been  overcharged,  they  have  the  power  at  all  times  to 
rdmburse  anything  to  those  funds.  The  committee  can  reimburse  the  amount 
of  any  of  those  funds  at  any  time  they  think  fit ;  it  is  in  their  hands  as 
trustees,  and  they  relieve  these  funds  as  much  as  possible  from  charges. 

106.  Have  they,  in  point  of  fact,  spent  any  of  the  money  in  relieving  any  of 
those  funds  r — Y'es. 

107.  Is  there  any  return  to  show  that? — We  can  give  the  Committee  a 
return. 

108.  Sir  W.  Jolliffe.']  Is  the  Committee  to  understand  that  the  management 
of  this  sum,  which  amounted  in  the  last  year  to  104,602  /.  11^.  4rf.,  becomes  a 
part  of  the  management  which  is  undertaken  by  the  (>ity  Chamberlain  ;  that 
for  the  management  of  the  whole  of  his  business  he  receives  a  salary,  2,500  /., 
and  that  a  proportion  of  that  is  charged  upon  the  management  of  this  particular 
trust,  which  is  created  by  various  Acts  of  Parliament  ? — Yes,  it  is  so. 

109.  Chairman.']  Can  you  state  to  the  Committee  what  is  the  expense  alto- 
gether of  the  office  of  the  City  Chamberlain  ? — I  can  only  speak  from  memory : 
the  Chamberlain  has  2,500/.,  the  expenses  of  stationery  and  other  incidental 
expenses  are  limited  to  270/.,  and  the  clerks  have  2,102/.  10*.;  seven  clerks, 
including  myself,  have  between  them  that  amount,  and  there  has  been  a  surplus 
of  2,000  /.  or  3,000  /.  a  year  for  the  last  few  years,  which  has  been  invested  in 
the  Bank,  and  is  applicable  under  the  deed  referred  to  for  such  purposes  only 
as  relieve  the  trust  funds  fixjm  any  further  charge  at  any  future  period. 

110.  Do  you  refer  to  the  London  Bridge  Approaches  Fund? — ^There  are 
upwards  of  70  trust  frinds  managed  by  the  Chamberlain ;  it  is  a  guarantee 
fund  to  relieve  them  from  any  further  charge.  I  may  state  that,  about  seven 
or  eight  years  ago,  I  had  a  good  deal  to  do  with  it,  and  it  was  a  scheme  recom- 
mended by  the  City  Solicitor  and  myself.  The  Chamberlain  had  a  very  fluctu- 
ating income,  and  in  some  years  a  very  large  one  ;  and  it  was  found  upon  the 
death  of  Sir  James  Shaw,  who  was  in  office  12  years,  that  he  had  an  average 
income  of  3,600/. ;  upon  which  the  corporation  said,  "  That  is  more,  we  think, 
than  he  should  receive,*'  and  they  determined  from  that  time  that  the  security 
given  should  be  30,000/. ;  that  there  should  be  a  staff  of  clerks  equal  to  this  sum  of 
2,102  /.  a  year ;  and  that  the  Chamberlain  should  never  receive  more  under  any 
circumstances  than  2,500/.  for  his  labour  and  responsibility.  In  order  to  carry 
out  that  difficult  question,  for  all  the  trust  funds  were  under  different  Acts  and 
deeds,  and  he  was  by  law  trustee  for  the  whole  of  them,  the  corporation  could 
only  deal  with  the  matter  by  entering  into  a  deed  with  the  Chamberlain  that  he 
should  not  handle  the  proceeds  beyond  2,500  /. ;  and  whatever  was  thought 
by  the  corporation  then  to  be  a  fit  remuneration  for  keeping  all  those 
accounts  was  ordered  to  be  carried  to  account.  Reductions  were  made  to  the 
extent  of  about  1,100/.  a  year,  and  further  reductions  are  to  be  made  as  this 
guarantee  fund  increases,  as  this  committee  think  fit,  out  of  the  guarantee 
fund.  If  the  management  of  the  fund  is  as  successful  as  it  has  been  hitherto, 
for  I  may  say  that  though  I  have  the  management  of  the  banking  transactions, 
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Mr.  B.  Scott,     we  have  made  out  of  140,000  /.  floating  balance  about  5^000  /•  profit  in  banking, 

-— eventually  all  those  funds  will  be  almost  entirely  relieved  from  charges  of  t\uB 

91  April  1853.    kind. 

111.  So  that  coals  might  be  relieved  from  any  duty  before  the  year  1862  ? — 
No ;  the  amount  paid  for  the  coal  duties  is  so  small,  that  it  could  not  relieve  from 
duty  for  a  single  day ;  we  constantly  receive  2,000  L  or  3,000  /•  a  day  duty, 
and  the  whole  sum  is  not  1,000  /. ;  therefore,  it  could  not  affect  the  continuance 
of  the  duties  for  a  single  day ;  certainly  not  for  a  week. 

1 1 2.  Practically,  has  the  Chamberlain  ever  received,  or  more  than  once 
received,  less  than  2,500  I.  a  year  ? — He  has  never  received  less  since  the  ar^ 
rangement  in  1843  ;  the  calculation  was,  that  there  would  be  always  a  surplus ; 
there  always  has  been  a  large  or  small  surplus  ever  since  that  time,  which  has 
been  accumulated  or  applied  as  1  have  mentioned. 

1 13.  Mr.  W.  Miles.]  After  having  been  connected  so  long  as  you  have  been 
with  the  oflSce,  do  you  give  it  as  your  opinion  that,  out  of  the  coal  duties,  the 
Chamberlain's  office  does  not  receive  1,000  /•  in  a  year  ?— I  do  not  think  he  does 
in  any  way. 

114.  Sir  B.  Hall.]  How  is  the  Chamberlain  appointed  ? — He  is  elected  by 
the  livery. 

1 1.5.  Is  there  any  general  routine  of  appointment  ?— It  has  been  the  practice 
to  elect  some  one  of  the  senior  aldermen,  but  there  is  no  routine. 

116.  Is  it  not  generally  the  senior  alderman  ? — Yes  ;  it  has  been  so  for  many 
years  past,  but  the  election  is  open  to  every  one ;  there  were  others  wbo  were 
candidates  at  the  last  election ;  it  is  not  necessarily  an  alderman,  or  the  senior 
alderman. 

117.  Usually  one  of  the  senior  aldermen  is  appointed,  is  he  not  ? — ^That  has 
been  for  many  years  past  the  case. 

1 18.  Mr.  Brown  was  senior  alderman,  was  he  not?— I  think  not. 

1 1 9.  Was  he  the  senior  alderman  r — I  do  not  think  he  was ;  I  think  Sir 
Claudius  Hunter  was  the  senior. 

1 20.  Was  Sir  James  Shaw  the  senior  alderman  ? — I  cannot  tell  without 
looking  to  the  dates. 

121.  Chairman.]  How  many  years  has  Mr.  Brown  been  the  City  Chamber- 
lain ? — He  was  elected  in  1844. 

1 22.  Was  he  an  old  man  at  the  time  ? — He  was  63. 

123.  Sir  B.  Hall.]  Is  it  not  generally  the  case  that  one  of  the  aldermen  who 
aesires  to  go  otf  the  bench  is  appointed  Chamberlain  of  the  Qty  of  London  ? — 
AU  I  can  say  is,  that  the  livery  of  London,  in  open  hall,  have  elected  one  of 
the  senior  aldermen,  and  it  has  been  their  pleasure  to  do  so  for  many  years  past 

1 24.  Chairman.]  Mr.  Brown  was  74  when  he  was  elected,  was  he  not? — He 
w^  63. 

125.  Sir  B.  Hall.]  Was  he  alderman  of  Bridge  Without?— No,  he  was 
alderman  of  Billingsgate.  He  could  not  have  been  the  senior  alderman, 
I  think  ;  Alderman  Anslie  was  living,  who  was  his  senior,  I  think. 

1 2d.  Chairman.]  What  is  his  age  now  ? — He  must  be,  I  think,  72 ;  he  has 
bean  ahnoat  daily  at  his  duties^  up  to  a  month  of  this  time. 

127.  Sir  W.  JoUiffe.]  You  stated,  did  you  not,  in  answer  to  a  question  that 
was  put  to  you  just  now,  that  since  this  fund  would  be  now  transferred,  or  has 
been  transferred  to  the  Office  of  Works,  the  receipt  of  coal  duties  would 
not  be  so  large  ? — ^The  receipts  will  be  as  large,  but  the  Chamberlain  has 
not  the  same  opportunity  of  making  use  of  them  as  he  had  formerly ;  and  the 
profits  will  be  nothing  like  the  same,  because  the  monies  are  handed  over 
to  the  Commissioners  of  Works.  We  had  to  deal  with  them  before  that  tio^, 
when  we  were  raising  loans  upon  them  in  our  own  department ;  and  there  were 
large  balances  lying  in  the  office,  and  we  had  the  opportunity  of  making  larger 
profits. 

128.  The  receipt  will  be  the  same,  but  the  profits  will  be  very  much  reduced  ? 
-^Yes. 

129.  In  consequence  of  the  balances  not  remaining  in  hand  the  same  time  ? 
—Yes. 

1 30.  Chairman.]  Have  the  audit  committee  an  account  of  the  profits  of  the 
office  which  they  can  lay  before  this  Committee  ? — Yes. 

131.  Mr.  Vernon.]  Does  the  Chamberlain  of  the  City  keep  his  account  with 
the  Bank  of  England  ?— No,  he  does  not.    The  corporation  could  not  dictate 
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to  him  where  he  should  keep  his  accotmt ;  they  would  be  themselves  liable  if      jjr.  B.  Scott. 

they  did  so.    They  left  him  at  liberty,  taking  security  from  him  for  the  money  ' 

in  his  hands.  21  April  1853. 

132.  Mr.  Ewart,]  Where  does  he  keep  his  account  ? — He  keeps  his  account 
at  present  with  the  Union  Bank  of  London.  I  hare  known  the  balances  down 
to  60,000  /.  or  70,000 1. 

1 33.  Will  you  tell  the  Committee  what  was  the  amount  of  the  balance  in 
hand  to  the  credit  of  the  Orphans'  Fund  when  it  merged  into  the  London  Bridge 
Approaches  Fund  r — The  balance  upon  the  Orphans'  Fund  which  was  carried  in 
the  year  1834  to  the  credit  of  the  London  Bridge  Approaches  Fund  in  the 
third  column  of  Account  No.  7,  was  2,420  /.  10  s.  6  id. 

134.  Chairman.]  What  was  the  amount  that  the  corporation  of  the  city  of 
London  was,  in  fact,  deprived  of  by  the  Sovereign  at  the  time  of  the  seizure  of 
the  moneys  in  the  Exchequer  ? — I  would  refer  the  Committee  to  the  Report  of 
the  Select  Committee  which  sat  upon  this  subject  in  1812.  The  whole  history 
of  that  fund  is  there.  In  the  reign  of  Charles  the  Second,  I  believe,  the  sum 
of  747,472  /.  I8s.  4  i  d.  was  due  by  the  Government  to  the  orphans  and  other 
creditors  by  the  City  ;  the  money  was  paid  into  the  Exchequer,  or  invested. 

135.  That  was  the  sum  paid  by  orphans  to  be  taken  care  of  by  the  City? — 
Yes ;  by  the  custom  of  London,  upon  any  freeman  of  London  dying  intestate, 
the  amount  of  the  property  was  paid  to  the  corporation  of  London,  to  hold 
upon  trust  for  the  orphans  and  other  creditors.  They  were  bound  to  pay  4  I. 
per  cent,  for  the  money  so  deposited,  and  to  carry  it  to  their  accounts ;  and  when 
flie  wards  married  or  became  of  age,  the  money  was  paid  over  to  them.  This 
custom  then  existed  to  invest  the  money  to  make  4  I.  per  cent.,  which  they  had 
to  pay  to  those  parties ;  and  in  Charles  the  Second's  time  they  invested  in 
Exchequer  tallies  ;  there  were  no  funds  in  that  day ;  th6  whole  of  the  amount 
in  the  hands  of  the  corporation  being  so  invested,  and  receiving  the  Qorvemment 
rate  of  interest,  and  paying  to  the  orphans  their  4  /.  per  cent. ;  but  by  a  financial 
expedient  of  that  day,  which  they  called  closing  the  Exchequer,  the  tallies 
became  of  no  use,  and  the  fires  at  Guildhall  have  been  lighted  with  them  since. 
The  money  was  of  course  lost,  and  the  Act  of  William  and  Mary  was  passed  to 
reimburse  those  parties  (although  many  years  had  passed  over)  for  the  money 
that  they  had  lost,  the  Act  reciting  that  it  arose  from  public  calamities ;  those 
are  the  words  of  the  Act.  The  5th  and  6th  of  William  and  Mary  states, 
"Whereas  the  Mayor,  Commonalty,  and  Citizens  of  the  city  of  London  have 
been  and  are  answerable  for  and  chargeable  with  all  monies  of  the  Orphans  of 
the  said  City  from  time  to  time  paid  into  the  Chamber  of  the  said  City,  but  by 
reason  of  sundry  accidents  and  public  calamities  are  now  become  indebted  to 
the  said  Orphans  and  other  Creditors  for  principal,  money,  and  interest  thereof, 
in  a  much  greater  sum  of  money  than  they  are  able  to  satisfy  and  pay."  That 
is  the  mode  in  which  the  circumstances  were  stated  by  the  historians  of  that 
day,  and  in  Macaulay's  History  there  will  be  found  the  same  thing  stated ;  that 
not  only  the  creditors  of  the  city  of  London,  but  almost  all  the  bankers  and 
goldsmiths  of  London,  were  deprived  of  their  money  by  the  same  expedient  of 
borrowing  it  for  the  use  of  the  King;  illegally  borrowing  it,  without  the  authorit)^ 
of  Parliament ;  and  then  the  Exchequer  was  closed ;  and  they  said,  "  We  are 
bankrupts,  we  cannot  restore  the  money."  The  whole  of  those  circumstances 
are  stated  in  this  Report  of  1812  very  concisely,  which  I  have  no  doubt  is  in 
the  Library  of  The  House. 

136.  When  was  that  Orphans'  Fund  resuscitated? — The  loss  occurred  either 
in  the  reign  of  Charles  the  First  or  Charles  the  Second,  and  the  Orphan  Fund 
was  created  in  the  5th  and  6th  of  William  and  Mary.  The  refusal  to  pay  this 
debt  to  the  orphans  and  other  capitalists  in  the  city,  was  one  of  the  reasons 
stated  which  drove  James  the  Second  from  the  throne ;  and  immediately  upon 
the  accession  of  William  and  Mary,  there  was  an  arrangement  made  by  which 
Parliamentary  support  should  be  given  to  those  parties. 

137.  Since  that  x\ct,  or  afterwards,  was  any  money  paid  to  the  orphans?  — 
The  Orphan  Fund  was  created  expressly  for  that  purpose,  to  pay  the  principal 
and  interest  with  accumulations,  and  all  that  they  had  paid  to  the  City :  and 
the  whole  of  them  have  been  repaid.  The  last  Orphan  stock  was  paid  off  in 
1834. 

138.  Sir  W.  Jolliffe.]  That  finally  closed  the  account? — Yes. 

139.  Chairman.]  When  did  the  corporation  get  rid  of  the  liability  of  being 
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Mr,  B.  Scott,      guardians  of  orphans  ? — It  is  by  the  same  Act.     It  contains  a  clause  that  no 

person  is  compellable  to  pay  orphan  money  into  the  Chamber ;  it  is  permissible 

21  April  1S53.  still,  but  not  compellable ;  they  having  lost  their  money  were  relieved.  It  was 
the  law  of  London  before  that  they  should  pay  their  money ;  but  under  that 
Act,  a  clause  was  inserted  by  which  they  were  relieved  from  that,  but  allowed 
to  do  so  if  they  chose. 

140.  Do  they  do  it  now  ? — No,  I  believe  there  has  been  no  recent  instance  of 
any  orphan  being  paid  money. 

141.  Mr.  Ewart.]  But  there  was  a  debt  owing  by  the  corporation  of  London 
to  the  orphans  ? — Yes,  760,000  /.  and  odd,  all  of  which  has  been  paid  out  of 
this  Orphan  Fund. 

142.  When  was  it  finally  liquidated? — I  think  the  last  was  paid  about  1834  ; 
Orphan  Stock  was  created,  which  was  transferable,  and  is  now  all  paid  off. 

143.  Is  that  the  sum  mentioned  in  the  return  ? — That  was  the  surplus  then. 
We  came  before  Parliament,  and  showed  that  the  fund  had  answered  all  the 
claims  upon  it,  and  paid  for  all  the  improvements  long  before  the  orphan 
money  was  paid  off;  they  had  been  satisfied  by  having  stock  given  to  them, 
transferable  like  Government  stock.  But  long  before  that  period,  about  the 
year  1767,  Parliament,  finding  the  fund  more  than  adequate  to  pay  the  stock, 
and  the  parties  not  being  willing  to  be  paid  off  immediately,  Parliament  com- 
menced charging  public  improvements  upon  it ;  and  since  that  period  we  have 
given  returns  of  the  whole  of  the  accounts  for  improvements  made  out  of  those 
funds.  It  was  at  first  the  Orphans'  Fund  exclusively ;  then  it  became  Orphan 
Fund  and  Improvement  Fund.  Since  the  10th  of  George  the  Fourth,  its  name 
has  been  changed  into  the  London  Bridge  Approaches  Fund,  and  that  Act  directs 
that  the  Orphan  Fund  should  cease. 

144.  ChairmanJ]  In  these  returns  you  have  kept  in  the  name  of  the  Orphan 
Fund? — Yes,  because  the  period  for  which  the  Committee  asked  for  the  account 
extended  into  that  period ;  there  were  balances  in  hand  applicable  to  parties, 
if  they  put  in  their  claims ;  there  were  unclaimed  dividends  then  due,  but  having 
cancelled  the  rights  of  those  unknown  claimants.  Parliament  directed  that  the 
balance  should  go  to  the  London  improvements. 

145.  Mr.  IV.  Miles.']  You  have  mentioned  the  year  1766  as  the  period  at 
which  a  part  of  this  fund  was  applied  first  to  local  improvements  ? — Yes. 

146.  Was  that  done  by  Act  of  Parliament? — Yes;  nothing  has  been  done 
with  the  fund,  except  under  the  authority  of  the  Act  of  Parliament ;  I  have  all 
the  Acts  here, 

147.  For  what  description  of  improvement  was  the  first  charge  upon  this 
fund? — It  was  for  building  Blackfriars  Bridge;  in  the  29th  of  George  the 
Second,  in  the  year  1756,  an  Act  was  passed  to  raise  144,000 1,  upon  the  tolls 
of  the  bridge;  in  the  7th  of  George  the  Third, in  the  year  1766,  Parliament 
thought  it  desirable  to  make  it  a  free  bridge ;  and  they  directed  that  156,000  /. 
should  be  taken  out  of  the  Orphan  Fund  for  the  purpose,  with  the  consent  of 
all  parties  of  making  it  a  free  bridge,  and  they  built  it  without  a  toll  upon  it. 
That  was  the  first  dealing  with  this  Orphan  Fund  (the  lOrf.  a  chaldron) 
for  public  improvements,  and  that  precedent  has  been  followed  to  the  present 
day ;  an  Act  of  Parliament  charged  the  "  Orphan  Fund,"  and  that  fund  was 
always  made  up  of  those  duties,  including  the  coal  duties  of  10  f/.  a  chaldron. 

148.  Sir  fV.JoUiffe.]  The  first  application  to  the  public  improvements  which 
was  made  from  this  fund  was,  for  freeing  Blackfriars  Bridge  of  toll  ? — Yes,  and 
it  had  that  effect. 

149.  It  was  a  large  sum,  over  100,000  /.,  was  it  not  ? — Yes,  144,000  /. 

1 50.  That  Act  also  specified,  did  it  not,  that  it  was  desirable  to  redeem  the 
tolls  upon  London  Bridge  ?  —Yes,  and  30,000  /.  were  taken  out  of  the  same 
fund  for  that  purpose. 

151.  Had  toll  been  received  on  London  Bridge  up  to  that  time  ? — Yes. 

152.  Mr.  Ewart.]  Was  it  not  also  for  building  Newgate  and  the  Royal 
Exchange  ? — For  forming  an  embankment  at  the  foot  of  Blackfriars  Bridge, 
7,500  /. ;  tolls  of  London  Bridge,  30,000  L  ;  to  Newgate  Prison,  50,000  /.,  and 
for  repairing  the  Royal  Exchange,  10,000  /. 

1 53-  There  was  an  antecedent  Act,  was  there  not,  in  the  reign  of  George 
the  Second,  which  was  the  first  Act  that  appropriated  this  fund  for  the  pur- 
po^^es  of  improvements  in  the  City  ? — It  did  not  point  out  the  Orphan  Fund  ; 
it  pointed  to  the  tolls  of  the  bridge  ;  I  rather  think  that  there  wjis  some  diffi- 
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culty  in  raising  money  upon  the  tolls,  but  a  subsequent  Act  was  passed,  the      Mr,  B.  Scott. 

seventh  of  Geoi^e  the  Third,  which  placed  all  those  matters  upon  the  Orphan 

Fund.  ^1  April  1853. 

1 54.  Chairman.]  With  regard  to  this  return,  which  was  called  for  and  pre- 
sented to  Parliament  on  the  16th  of  March,  it  is  not  a  large  amount,  but  there 
is  a  discrepancy  in  the  account  apparently.  It  states  ^'  From  the  5th  of  January 
to  the  1st  July,  1832,  gross  duty  at  8  d.  a  ton,  33,620  I.  4  8.  3  d'" ;  and  below, 
^  For  the  year  ending  the  3 1st  December  1832,  gross  duty  of  4d.  per  ton, 
35,722/.  9*.  1 1  1  d'"  ? — The  first  sum  is  for  six  months,  from  the  5th  of  January 
to  the  1st  of  July  1832  ;  within  four  days  of  half  a  year  it  is  33,620  /.  4  s.  3d. 
There  may  be  some  misprint  about  it ;  doubling  the  one,  however,  cannot  pro- 
duce the  other,  because  they  are  different  periods ;  the  accounts  are  always  made 
up  to  the  31st  of  December  in  one;  the  other  is  made  up  to  the  1st  of  July ; 
and  it  is  returned  thus,  because  at  that  time  the  Orphan  Fund  ceased  ;  I  have 
not  the  account  to  refer  to,  but  I  think  it  is  likely  that  from  the  5th  of  January 
to  the  Ist  of  July,  the  period  in  question,  that  amount  was  received. 

155.  Under  the  head  of  '*  The  sums  annually  paid  as  duty  on  coals  brought 
into  the  city  or  port  of  London  since  the  31st  day  of  December  1831,  with  the 
application  thereof  so  far  as  concerns  the  duty  of  4  d.  per  ton,"  you  state  that 
"  The  duty  of  4  d.  per  ton,  being  the  property  of  the  corporation  of  London,  is 
carried  to  the  credit  of  the  City's  cash,  subject  to  such  application  as  they  from 
time  to  time  may  direct."  What  is  meant  by  that  ? — It  is  a  part  of  the  City 
property,  and  has  always  been  treated  as  such  and  carried  to  their  fund,  which 
consists  of  very  many  other  things ;  the  rents  of  their  estates,  and  profits  of 
the  markets ;  it  is  carried  to  that  account.  It  is  exclusively  their  property, 
and  it  has  not  been  applied  by  any  Act  to  any  specific  purposes,  but  they  have 
dealt  with  it  from  time  to  time  as  they  have  thought  fit, 

1 56.  What  proportion  do  the  proceeds  of  the  4  d.  duty  bear  to  the  other 
duties  paid  into  the  City  cash  from  the  general  income  of  the  City  ? — I  think 
it  is  in  round  figures  about  a  third  of  their  income  ;  I  think  their  property  is 
nett  now  about  160,000  /.  or  170,000  /.,  and  it  would  be  about  a  third  of  that. 

157.  Is  it  increasing  or  otherwise  ? — It  is  increasing  as  importation  increases. 
The  Committee  will  see  from  this  account  how  it  has  increased  from  1832  to 
1852  ;  it  has  increased,  and  there  is  no  doubt,  as  the  population  increases,  the 
duty  will  increase. 

158.  Inland  coals  coming  into  Ix)ndon  pay  an  extra  duty,  do  they  not? — 
There  has  been  inland  coal  brought  into  London  for  many  years  past. 

159.  Is  not  the  quantity  increasing  very  much  now? — Yes,  upon  the 
railways. 

1 60.  In  the  Coal  Market,  inland  coals  have  very  much  increased  in  quantity, 
have  they  not  i — No  doubt  of  it. 

161.  And  consequently  the  proceeds  of  that  4  d.  duty  are  increasing  in  the 
same  ratio,  are  they  not  ? — Yes,  in  the  same  ratio  with  the  other  duties. 

162.  The  whole  of  this  4d.  duty,  though  paid  for  by  the  inhabitants  of  the 
metropoUs  generally,  and  by  all  those  residing  within  an  area  of  20  miles, 
goes  actually  to  the  cash  account  of  the  corporation  of  the  city  of  London, 
which  is  only  a  small  proportion  of  the  metropolis  ? — It  does. 

1 63.  Is  there  any  account  kept  of  the  expenditure  of  that  4  d.  toll  ? — ^There 
is  an  account  kept  of  its  receipt  in  the  city's  cash,  and  when  no  specific  appli- 
cation  of  it  is  made,  and  there  is  no  specific  mode  of  expenditure,  it  is,  like 
other  moneys,  mixed ;  but  they  have  on  several  occasions  made  specific  appli- 
cations of  it,  as  1  have  mentioned  to  the  Committee. 

1 64.  A  portion  of  it  goes,  does  it  not,  towards  the  various  expenses  of  the 
corporation ;  the  mayoralty,  and  so  on  ? — Y"es,  all  matters  of  civil  government 
would  be  chargeable  out  of  it. 

165.  Are  the  civic  feasts  paid  for  out  of  it  ?—  I  do  not  know  anything  of  that 
kind 

166.  Is  there  no  account  kept  of  the  expenditure  to  which  this  4d.  toll  is 
applied  ? — There  is  an  account  kept  of  the  expenditure  of  the  city's  funds. 

167.  Mr.  W^  Miles.]  Have  you  any  account  which  will  state,  for  the  last 
five  years,  what  have  been  the  receipts  from  the  4  d.  coal  duty,  and  which  at 
the  same  time  will  show  what  has  been  the  increase  in  the  income  of  the  city 
of  London  ? — ^We  could  make  out  such  an  account. 
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Mr.  B.  Seoit.  1 68.  From  such  an  account  you  couid  see  whether  the  increase  in  the  income 

was  mainly  attributable  to  the  increase  in  the  coal  duties  ? — I  can  give  the 

31  April  1853.  Committee  the  exact  increase  of  the  coal  duties;  it  is  in  Mr.  Blackett's  Return. 
The  increase  of  the  coal  duty  from  the  year  1832  is  35,722  L  9  s.  Hid.;  in 
1836  it  reached  40,061  /.  1 1  ^.  1 1  ^.  In  the  last  six  years  the  amount  has  been, 
after  allowing  drawback,  53,239/.  16^.  lOrf.,  55,607 /.  1^.  lOrf.,  53,189/. 
0^.  64  rf.,  58,440/.  8  8.  6rf.,  55,347/.  16*.  4d.;  and  57,591/.   10  5. 

169.  As  those  duties  have  been  now  added  to  the  income  of  the  city  of 
London,  of  course  in  proportion  as  they  might  increase,  so  the  property  and 
income  of  the  city  of  London  would  increase  ? — Exactly. 

170.  Sir  fF.  Jolliffe.]  With  regard  to  the  4d.  duty  upon  coals,  is  that 
collected  over  an  area  extending  by  Act  of  Parliament  20  miles  from  the 
General  Post  Office  ?— Yes. 

171.  Over  what  area  is  it  collected?— There  is  no  area  extended  by  any  Act 
of  Parliament,  that  I  am  aware  of. 

172.  Chairman.]  But  there  is  an  area  fixed,  is  there  not  ?— The  Act  of  1845, 
as  we  have  stated  in  the  Return  No.  7,  fixes  the  points  at  which  the  collection 
should  be  made,  and  accounts  returned.  The  8th  &  9th  Vict ,  in  the  year  1845, 
upon  a  Report  of  the  Select  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons,  had  the 
effect  of  rendering  uniform,  as  regards  the  distance  from  London,  the  points  at 
which  the  duty  was  collected  by  the  corporation ;  and  that  Act  does  not,  so  far 
as  we  believe,  except  it  might  be  in  one  comer  of  the  circle,  extend  the  area  of 
taxation.  The  area  of  taxation  was  very  much  beyond  the  20  miles  up  to  the 
year  1851,  when  the  corporation's  first  Act  to  relieve  the  trade  upon  their 
petition  was  passed. 

173.  Sir  W.  Jolliffe.']  The  Act  rather  limited  the  area?— The  Act  of  1851 
very  considerably  limited  the  area. 

174.  Chairman.]  Is  there  any  one  or  two  places  as  to  which,  in  consequence 
of  that  Act,  the  area  was  Umited  ? — To  the  north-east  we  extended,  before  that 
Act,  1 0  or  1 5  miles  from  Watford,  as  far  as  Saflfron  Walden ;  to  the  west,  as  far  as 
Maidenhead,  and  Great  Marlow,  and  Beaconsfield ;  to  the  south-west,  as  far  as 
Guildford,  Godalming,  and  Dorking ;  in  fact  the  tax  was  felt  down  to  the  south 
coast  in  Sussex,  until  coal  by  sea  came  in  competition  with  the  London*borne  coal 
that  was  brought  in,  and  they  were  obliged  to  pay,  as  they  came  round  the  coasts 
the  Shoreham  harbour  dues  and  the  Newhaven  harbour  dues,  &c.  The  effect 
of  the  Act  of  185 1  was  intended  to  be,  and  has  been,  to  restrict  the  taxation  to 
within  20  miles  of  London,  whereas  it  extended  in  former  cases  from  40  to  50 
miles.  I  could  give  the  Committee  the  Report  of  the  Committee  which  recom- 
mended this  Act,  which  was  on  a  petition  of  the  coalowners,  coal-factors,  coal- 
merchants,  and  the  Brighton  Railway,  and  the  Brighton  and  Hove  Gas  Company, 
and  persons  taxed  out  of  the  metropolis  and  its  neighbourhood  for  metropolitan 
improvements.  A  communication  took  place  with  the  Woods  and  Forests,  as  trus- 
tees of  part  of  the  duty,  and  the  Board  of  Trade ;  and  with  the  consent  of  all  those 
parties,  upon  the  petitions  of  the  trade  of  London,  the  coal  interest  in  the  Midland 
Counties,  and  the  coal-carrying  interest  in  the  south  of  England,  that  Act  was 
brought  in  to  relieve  the  trade ;  and  it  has  relieved  it,  and  we  can  prove  has 
diminished  the  area  of  taxation  to  the  extent  of  at  least  300  square  miles.  I 
believe,  myself,  to  the  extent  of  600  square  miles ;  but  we  can  prove  to  the 
extent  of  300  miles. 

175.  Are  those  petitions  now  in  existence  ? — They  are  in  existence,  I  have  no 
doubt  about  it ;  they  are  petitions  to  the  city,  and  several  of  them  came  before 
the  House  of  Commons.  I  rather  expect  that  an  Honourable  Member  of  this 
Committee  presented  petitions  in  favour  of  that  Bill.  I  think  the  Honorable 
Member  for  Newcastle-upon-Tyne  presented  one. 

176.  In  favour  of  that  Act  ? — Yes ;  the  chairman  of  the  Brighton  Railway  Com- 
pany was  examined  in  favour  of  that  Act;  the  then  chairman,  Mr.  Laing;  and  many 
parties  that  are  not  stated  in  this  report.  This  is  an  extract  from  the  report  of  the 
coal  and  com  committee  of  the  corporation,  who  are  entrusted  with  the  manage- 
ment of  the  coal  trade :  "  We  have  received  petitions  from,  and  have  been 
attended  by  the  following  parties  on  the  subject :  Messrs.  George  Stephenson  & 
Co.,  the  proprietors  of  Clay  Cross  Colliery,  Derbyshire ;  Messrs.  Cory  &  Son,  and 
other  coal  merchants,  London  ;  the  Brighton  and  South  Coast  Railway  Com- 
pany, the  Brighton  and  Hove  General  Gas  Company,  the  Brighton  Gas  Light 
and  Coke  Company,  the  proprietors  of  the  Stoneyforth  and  other  Collieries,  and 
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the  Grand  Junction  Canal  Company/'  these  parties  moved  the  corporation,  together      Mr.  B.  Scott. 
with  deputations  from  the  Coal  Market,  to  go  for  that  Act ;  and  it  was  pointed       ■ 
out  that  the  corporation,  by  taxing  parties  at  a  great  distance  from  London,      «»  April  1853. 
were  preventing  the  principles  of  free  trade  being  carried  out ;  and  preventing 
competition  between  the  coal  brought  into  the  river  and  the  coal  that  came 
from  the  Welsh  counties  and  elsewhere.     We  thought,  by  removing  the  compe- 
tition, it  would  be  a  relief  to  all  the  parties  within  the  boundary,  and  we  gave  a 
drawback  to  all  coals  whatever  passing  within  the  boundary  of  20  miles  that 
went  beyond  it;  we  now  pay  annually  16,000 /.  drawback  to  parties  who  were 
formerly  taxed,  and  who  would  be  now  taxed  but  for  that  Act.     That  Act  has 
been  no  benefit  to  the  corporation,  but  a  concession  on  their  behalf  to  the 
trade  and  to  the  country ;  and  they  do  not  deserve  the  obloquy  which  has  been 
thrown  upon  them.     No  Act  has  ever  passed,  in  my  recollection,  of  a  local 
character,  which  has  conferred  so  great  a  benefit. 

177.  Do  you  consider  that  the  corporation  have,  as  it  were,  lost  funds,  owing 
to  that  Act  ? — No  doubt ;  they  have  given  up  a  very  large  amount  of  draw- 
back, of  which,  if  they  had  acted  strictly,  they  could  have  enforced  the 
payment. 

178.  Sir  B.  Hall.']  Has  not  the  income  of  the  corporation,  derivable  from 
the  coal  duties,  increased  rather  than  diminished  since  the  passing  of  that  Act  ? 
— Not  in  the  last  year  more  than  had  been  the  case  in  the  last  200  years  ;  the 
increase  has  been  gradual  and  progressive,  without  any  check  whatever  ;  there- 
fore it  cannot  have  been  by  giving  a  drawback  that  it  has  increased.  It  has  been 
by  increase  in  population,  great  vigilance  on  the  part  of  the  officers,  and  by 
preventing  frauds  which  were  being  carried  on  to  a  large  extent  in  some 
places. 

179.  You  state  that  persons  living  at  the  distance  of  48  miles  from  London, 
were  formerly  subject  to  the  tax  ? — Yes  ;  and  even  further. 

1 80.  Take  the  case  of  the  South  Wales  Company ;  are  the  Committee  to 
understand,  that  if  coals  were  brought  from  that  district  inland  to  within  the 
distance  of  48  miles  from  London,  or  38  miles,  they  would  have  been  subject 
to  any  tax  then  ? — No,  they  were  not  subject  to  it  in  that  case  ;  but  the  great 
bulk  of  the  coals  going  up  the  river  to  that  country  paid  the  tax  in  the  Pool. 

181.  They  were  subject  to  the  tax  as  the  coal  was  entered ;  first  of  all,  in  the 
Pool  of  London,  and  there  the  tax  was  levied  ;  and  after  being  exported  as  it 
were  from  the  Pool,  or  transmitted,  they  then  became  subject  to  the  tax  which 
was  levied  in  the  first  instance  ? — It  paid  the  tax  first  in  the  Pool  of  London, 
and  it  supplied  the  country  north  of  London  until  it  met  the  Newcastle  coal 
coming  inland.  It  supplied  the  west  country  till  it  met  the  west  country  coal ; 
and  the  south  till  it  met  that  coming  from  the  coast.  Therefore,  the  city  of 
London  and  Government  duties  taxed  a  district  varying  from  20  to  60  miles 
from  London. 

182.  Chairman.]  That  was  before  the  existence  of  railways,  was  it  not? — 
It  was  subsequently  to  the  railways,  as  they  did  not  bring  any  coals  by  railway 
for  trade  before  1845. 

183.  Sir  B.  Hall.'\  Now  the  corporation  have  the  power  of  taxing  all  coals 
within  the  distance  of  20  miles  from  the  Post  Office,  hare  they  not  r — Yes  ;  the 
eflfect  of  the  change  is  to  make  chargeable  London  and  the  immediate  neigh- 
bourhood, according  to  a  uniform  line  drawn  round  it  from  the  Post  Office. 

1 84.  Chairrmm.]  Can  you  state  whether  there  is  any  place  in  Hertfordshire 
where  the  coals  are  made  to  pay  twice,  owing  to  their  passing  through  the  area 
of  taxation,  going  out  again,  and  then  coming  in  again  by  railroad  r — No, 
1  cannot. 

185.  Sir  B.  Hall,']  What  was  the  effect  of  the  last  Act,  the  Act  of  1851, 
upon  the  Act  of  1845  ? — It  had  the  effect  of  relieving  from  the  tax  all  parties 
beycmd  20  miles  from  the  Post  Office ;  it  had  no  further  effect. 

i8d.  By  means  of  the  drawback  ? — Yes;  this  part  tinted  blue  {pointing  to 
the  map)  is  the  district  which  we  can  prove  to  have  been  subject  to  direct 
taxation  before  the  Act  of  1851  ;  while  this  line  {pointing  to  the  map)  shows 
how  it  was  restricted  to  the  neighbourhood  of  London  by  that  Act,  because  we 
now  return  the  drawback  to  all  parties  claiming  in  that  district  {describing  the 
same  on  the  map) ;  and  that  Act  reduced  the  area  of  taxation  from  an  irregular 
form  to  a  regular  circle,  of  which  London  was  the  centre.     In  that  part  of  the 
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Mr.  B.  Scoti.      Circle  {pointhg  to  the  map)^  the  inland  coal  was  taxed  bv  striking  that  circle 

in  1845. 

21  April  1853.  187.  Mr.  Alderman  Cubitt.^    Was  the  effect  of  allowing  drawbacks  felt  in 

carrying  the  sea-borne  coal  further  into  the  country  ? — It  was  felt  as  far  as  the 
south  cofist,  because  it  obliged  parties  in  the  south  of  England  to  get  coals 
round  the  coast.  They  had  to  pass  round  the  Foreland  to  land  their  coal  at 
Shoreham  or  Newhaven,  and  they  had  to  pay  harbour  dues  and  light  dues  for 
all  the  places  they  passed  ;  and  it  amounted  to  this  :  that  they  were  obliged  to 
go  that  circuitous  course  instead  of  into  the  Thames,  and  down  the  Brighton 
or  other  Railway.  But  I  should  mention  that  Wallsend  coal  brought  into  the 
Thames  now  goes  free  of  any  duty,  to  compete  with  the  coals  brought  to  the 
south  coast,  and  that  has  altered  the  trade  along  that  coast. 

188.  Sir  W.  Jolliffe.]  If  the  whole  of  the  coal  which  comes  into  the  Pool 
pays  duty  in  the  Pool,  what  drawback  is  given  to  the  coal  that  goes  beyond  30 
miles  r — ^The  Act  of  1851  was  to  make  regulations  to  this  effect :  all  coal  paid 
in  the  Pool  before,  excepting  the  coal  which  went  to  foreign  parts  and  was 
exported  immediately ;  but  that  Act  granted  a  drawback  to  any  coal  which 
crossed  the  boundary  in  any  direction,  either  by  railways,  or  by  canals,  or  by 
common  roads ;  that  Act  released  from  the  local  taxation  all  the  district  beyond 
that  circle. 

1 89.  Chairmaji.]  Is  there  no  charge  paid  to  the  corporation  for  the  coal  as 
between  its  arriving  in  the  Pool  and  its  arriving  at  the  London  Bridge  Railway  ? 
— Nothing. 

190.  The  one  tax  is  all?— Yes  ;  all  the  duties  are  returned,  excepting  1  d., 
which  is  retained  as  an  arrangement  vrith  the  trade  to  pay  the  expenses  of 
working  the  Act,  for  inspectors  to  see  what  coal  is  passing;  and  Id.  out  o(  I3d. 
is  retained.  It  has  this  operation,  that  they  pay  13£if.  in  the  Pool  and  they  get 
back  1  *.,  and  the  odd  1  d.  goes  for  expenses.  The  Government  would  not  con- 
sent to  pay  any  part  of  the  expenses  of  working  this  Act,  and  the  trade  said 
that  they  were  veiling  to  pay  1  d.  for  the  relief  afforded  them. 

191 .  Sir  fV.  JoUiffe.]  Is  this  drawback  allowed  in  all  cases  where  the  demand 
is  made  ?— In  every  case  where  the  requirements  of  the  Act  are  complied  with. 

192.  Mr.  Alderman  Cubitt.]  The  effect  of  that  has  been  to  diminish  the  cost 
of  coal  considerably  further  down  towards^  the  south  coast,  has  it  not  r— There 
is  no  doubt  about  it. 

1 93.  Does  that  operate  towards  the  west ;  does  it  at  all  interfere  with  the 
supply  from  Wales  r — I  have  no  practical  knowledge  upon  that  subject ;  I  think 
it  will  bring  the  Newcastle  coal  into  competition  with  Welsh  coal,  and  drive  it 
further  back. 

1 94.  Chairman.]  The  effect  of  this  is  clearly  to  bring  ships  into  the  Pool,  is  it 
not  ? — Yes. 

195.  Does  the  corporation  of  the  city  of  London  derive  any  benefit  from  the 
ships  coming  into  the  Pool  ?  — Not  any.  They  were  entitled  to  6  d.  upon  every 
ship,  but  that  is  commuted  and  is  part  of  the  4d.  payable  under  the  1st  &  2d  of 
William  the  Fourth;  so  that  the  corporation  do  not  get  anything  additional.  Before 
the  alteration  was  made  from  measuring  to  weighing  they  received  at  that  time  6  d. 
for  every  ship  that  grounded  in  the  river;  that  is  now  included  in  the  4d.  under  the 
operation  of  that  Act ;  they  therefore  get  no  advantage  by  shipping  coming  in. 

196.  The  Committee  have  been  informed  by  the  City  Remembrancer,  as 
regards  the  change  from  measuring  to  weighing  a  chaldron  and  a  ton,  that  the 
proceed  that  went  towards  the  metropolitan  improvements  was  altered  from 
10 d.  to  8  rf.,  but  that  the  operation  of  the  4  d.  remained  the  same;  will  you 
explain  why  that  was?— It  was  altered  by  the  Select  Committee  in  1830; 
they  weighed  the  coals,  to  ascertain  what  was  the  proper  equivalent  by 
weighing  as  compared  with  measuring,  and  it  was  found  that  a  chaldron 
was  25  4  cwt.,  and  a  ton  about  20  cwt,  and  by  giving  4  rf.  a  ton  in 
lieu  of  4rf.  a  chaldron,  it  would  be  something  like  four-ftfths  of  a  penny 
increase ;  but  the  Report  states,  "  The  city  of  London  is  entitled,  as  shown 
by  Mr.  Scott  in  his  evidence,  by  prescriptive  right,  confirmed  by  charter 
and  Act  of  Parliament,  to  4  d.  per  chaldron  on  all  coal  measured,  or  8  d.  per 
ton  on  all  coal  if  weighed  in  the  port  of  London ;  out  of  this  fund  is  provided 
a  payment  of  1  d.  per  chaldron  to  the  ship  meters,  and  the  expense  of  the  vats 
and  other  apparatus  for  measuring  coals  ;  the  surplus  of  this  fund,  amounting 
to  about  16,000  /.  a  year,  is  applied  to  the  general  purposes  of  the  corporation. 
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In  respect  to  this  payment,  we  recommend,  with  the  consent  of  the  corpora-      Mr.  B,  ScoU^ 

tion  of  London,  that  whatever  they  are  now  entitled  to  on  a  chaldron  should  be       

collected  on  a  ton,  in  the  proportion  which  the  one  may  be  found  practically  to  ai  April  185J* 
bear  upon  the  other ;  and  we  also  recommend,  for  the  general  accommodation 
of  the  trade,  that  the  payments  now  made  at  various  places  for  bailliage, 
groundage,  Lord  Mayor's  permit,  and  Coalmeters'  Office,  should  be  consoli- 
dated with  it,  and  a  single  charge  be  made  per  ton,  according  to  some  just 
pn^rtion.''  The  result  of  that  was  that  they  thought  that  4  d.  on  the  ton 
(accounts  having  been  made  of  those  different-  fees  for  water  baillies  and 
groundage)  would  be  a  fair  equivalent  for  the  other ;  and  that  was  provided  by 
The  House,  according  to  the  amount  of  those  fees  at  that  day. 

197.  When  was  the  taxation  of  inland  coal  commenced? — Sometime  about 
the  end  of  the  last  century  ;  I  think  upon  the  formation  of  the  Grand  Junction 
Canal. 

1 98.  There  was  no  means  of  bringing  inland  coal  into  London,  except  by  the 
Grand  Junction  Canal  ? — No,  it  was  not  worth  while  to  bring  it  overland. 

199.  Mr.  Ewarl.]  That  was  in  1793,  was  it  not? — I  think  somewhere  about 
that  time. 

200.  Chairman.]  As  soon  as  the  canal  was  in  operation,  they  began  to  carry 
coals,  and  the  corporation  began  to  tax  the  coals  ? — Either  then,  or  very  soon 
afterwards.  There  were  clauses  introduced,  I  believe,  in  the  Acts.  When 
Acts  were  passed,  both  for  canals  and  railroads,  Parliament  inserted  clauses 
protecting  the  duties  paid  in  the  port,  charging  the  same  duties.  There  were 
two  reasons  for  this.  In  the  first  place,  the  public  creditor  was  interested  in 
all  those  duties  for  the  public  works  executed  ;  and  in  the  next  place,  Parlia- 
ment repeatedly  determined  by  Committees  that  it  was  important  not  to 
damage  unnecessarily  the  shipping  interest  as  a  nursery  for  seamen.  Therefore 
the  Acts  declared  in  all  those  cases  that  the  duty  should  be  paid  on  the  inland 
the  same  as  was  paid  on  sea-borne  coal. 

201.  There  are  published  at  the  coal  market  certain  returns  every  year,  are 
there  not  ? — Yes. 

202.  With  regard  to  the  coal,  culm,  and  cinders  imported  into  the  port  of 
London,  can  you  give  the  Committee  the  returns  since  1831,  that  year  inclu- 
sive ?— They  have  been  given  already. 

203.  With  regard  to  the  opening  of  the  Coal  Exchange,  did  not  the  expenses 
of  the  opening  of  that  building  come  out  of  the  4  d.  duty  ? — No,  it  was  paid  by 
the  corporation ;  it  was  not  paid  out  of  any  particular  source  of  revenue. 

204.  It  came  out  of  the  Corporation  Cash  Fund,  did  it  not  r — Yes. 

205.  A  portion  of  which  fund  is  made  up  of  that  4  d.  duty? — The  4  d.  duty 
IS  carried  to  the  corporation  account,  but  that  would  not  be  considered,  I  am 
quite  sure,  by  the  corporation,  as  applicable  for  any  general  purpose.  They 
have  for  many  years  applied  it  to  purposes  of  a  more  public  character  than 
that ;  they  would  consider  that  as  paid  out  of  their  rental. 

206.  Will  you  tell  the  Committee  first  what  was  the  cost  of  the  building  r — 
The  cost  of  the  building  was  44,116/.  7s.  3d.,  including  furniture,  I  beUeve. 
The  gross  cost  of  clearing  the  site,  enlarging  the  site,  and  making  improve- 
ments in  the  neighbourhood,  was  58,527  '•  1 1  ^-  3  d.^  making  a  total  of 
102,643/.  I8s.6d. 

207.  As  the  gross  cost  of  the  building  ? — Yes ;  and  of  the  improvements. 

208.  Will  you  now  state  what  was  the  expense  of  the  opening  day  ? — ^^fhere 
was  incurred  on  the  river  Thames,  by  the  harbour-master,  310/.  15  s.  7  d. 
I  shotdd  explain  to  the  Committee  that  the  cost  of  opening  the  building  was 
very  small  indeed,  but  it  was  very  much  augmented  in  consequence  of  a  com- 
munication from  Her  Majesty  that  she  would  proceed  by  water  to  open  the 
building ;  and  the  corporation  thought  it  fit  to  erect  standings  on  the  Custom 
House  Quay,  capable  of  holding,  I  think,  as  many  as  10,000  persons,  in  order 
that  Her  Majesty's  subjects  might  witness  the  lauding  and  progress  to  the 
Coal  Exchange. 

209.  Is  that  the  item  in  the  report  of  Mr.  Trego,  the  builder  ? — That  is  the 
cost  oi  erecting  and  moving  away  the  temporary  covered  landing-places,  &c., 
3^616  /.     I  think  10,000  people  sat  there  to  witness  the  Queen's  landing. 

210.  Sir  //'.  Jolliffe.]  Nearly  the  whole  of  that  6,000/.  was  occasioned  by 
Her  Majesty's  visit  on  that  occasion?— No  doubt  of  it.  The  corporation 
thought  it  fit  to  make  preparations  according  to  the  importance  of  the  event. 
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Mr.  B.  Scott.      Her  Majesty  was  unexpectedly  taken  ill,  and  they  had  not  the  honour  erf 
■■  ,    entertaming  her ;  but  the  whole  of  the  expense  was  incurred  before  notice  to 

21  April  1853.     that  effect  was  received. 

211.  Chairman.']  There  was  a  report,  was  there  not,  of  the  opening  of  the 
Coal  Exchange,  published  by  the  Coal  and  Corn  Finance  Committee  ?— Yes. 

212.  Have  you  got  it  with  your — No. 

213.  The  actual  bills  ordered  to  be  paid  on  that  occasion  by  this  finance 
committee  amounted  to  5,266  l.  ? — Yes  ;  but  that  did  not  include  the  expenses 
on  the  river ;  the  harbour-master's  expenses.  I  have  taken  the  figures  return€Ki 
from  the  actual  audited  accounts  of  the  corporation  ;  all  the  bills  and  acccounts 
were  settled.  1  think,  when  the  committee  made  up  that  report,  there  were 
some  few  bills  outstanding. 

214.  Did  not  those  charges  come  out  of  the  fund  to  which  the  4  d.  duty  is 
paid  ? — I  do  not  think  that  that  could  be  said  to  be  the  case  ;  because  if  it  was 
intended  to  prove  that  the  corporation  entertained  the  Queen  out  of  the  Coal 
Duties  Fund,  that  cannot  be  maintained,  because  they  have  recognised  that  it 
ought  to  be  applied  to  pubUc  purposes  of  a  different  character  altogether,  and 
they  have  so  applied  it. 

215.  Did  any  portion  of  that  4  d.  duty  go  towards  the  expenses  of  the  open- 
ing of  the  Coal  Exchange  ? — I  should  think  not ;  but  the  accounts  being  kept 
together,  it  is  quite  impossible  for  me  to  say.  All  the  corporate  property 
goes  into  one  fund  ;  but  the  corporation  have  for  many  years  past  recognised 
that  there  was,  if  not  a  legal,  a  moral  claim  upon  them  to  apply  the  duties 
that  extended  over  and  about  the  metropolis  in  affording  accommodation  to  the 
people  of  the  metropolis,  and  not  to  expend  it  upon  anything  that  might  be 
considered  a  more  private  application. 

216.  Is  it  or  is  it  not  the  fact  that  the  expenses  were  paid  out  of  the  city's  cash 
account  ? — Yes,  but  I  have  stated  that  they  have  mortgaged  the  whole  of  the 
4  d.  duty  for  other  purposes,  and  they  are  answerable  to  the  creditors  who  have 
lent  them  money  for  public  improvements. 

217.  Sir  -B.  Hall.']  Of  course  the  4  d.  duty  is  carried  to  the  cash  account? — 
There  is  no  doubt,  l^ally  speaking,  if  the  city  ^ere  deficient  upon  other  funds, 
the  creditors  of  the  city  could  take  that  as  part  of  their  property ;  but  notwith* 
standing  that  they  do  keep  the  accounts  mixed,  they  have  always  looked  to  the 
4d.  fund  as  a  separate  fund,  and  one  that  would  be  chargeable  for  public 
improvements. 

21 8.  Mr.  Headlam.]  Is  there  any  separate  mortgage  upon  the  4d.  fund? 
— Yes. 

219.  Upon  that,  and  nothing  else  ? — Yes,  several. 

220.  Sir  W.  JoUiffe.]  For  what  purposes  were  those  monies  raised? — For 
street  improvements. 

221.  Chairman.]  Can  it  be  shown  that  those  mortgages  for  street  improve- 
ments come  up  to  the  amount  which  that  4  d.  duty  produces  ? — Yes,  and  more 
than  it  will  produce  for  the  next  20  years. 

222.  Sir  IV.  JolUffe.]  For  the  liquidation  of  principal  and  interest,  do  you 
mean?— Yes. 

223.  Mr.  W.  Miles.]  Is  there  any  department  in  the  city  of  London  to  which 
the  Committee  can  apply,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  whether  the  sum 
actually  paid  over  and  received  from  the  coal  duties  has  been  laid  out  in  public 
improvements  ?— Yes. 

224.  To  what  office  is  the  Committee  to  apply? — It  is  all  before  the  Com- 
mittee, in  these  accounts. 

225.  Will  you  take  the  last  five  years  (you  have  shown  what  the  receipts  of 
the  Coal  Fund  have  been),  and  show  the  application  of  the  amount  after  it  ha9 
been  paid  to  the  city  of  London  ?— The  best  answer  that  I  could  give  to  that 
would  be  to  refer  the  Committee  to  No.  7  account,  page  68 ;  there  is  the  head 
of  income,  and  the  head  of  expenditure  of  the  8  d.  duty  for  20  years,  mixed  up 
with  the  other  revenue  which  goes  indeed  to  form  the  London  Bridge  Approaches 
Fund.  It  is  tabulated  in  one  sheet  for  convenience ;  the  second  line  of  the 
account  on  the  income  side  is  "  Duty  of  8  d.  per  ton  on  coals,"  and  the  Committee 
will  see  it  is  all  brought  to  account ;  the  items  of  expenditure  appear  below. 

226.  Will  you  again  refer  to  those  sums  which  you  have  given,  the  monies 
received  from  the  coal  duties  for  the  last  five  years,  and  then  place  this  account 
against  that  ? — ^That  cannot  be  done,  because  Parliam^it  has  directed  that  there 
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shall  be  coal  duties,  and  wine  duties^  and  contributions  by  the  City  under  the      Mr.  B.  Scm. 
name  of  "  London  Bridge  Approaches  Fund ;"  and  if  they  have  mixed  the  monies  ' 

I  cannot,  nor  can  any  man  living,  separate  them.  Parliament  has  chwged  the  <i  A(>ril  iSga. 
coal  duty,  with  the  other  duties,  with  the  execution  of  certain  works  ;  I  can  show 
the  Committee  how  the  money  was  applied  from  time  to  time,  how  it  was 
raised,  how  the  money  was  spent.  How  it  was  raised  appears  in  a  subsequent 
account,  and  of  course  the  4  d.  account  does  not  appear  here ;  we  have  given 
the  charges  which  are  under  the  Act  of  Parliament. 

227.  Chairman.]  You  stated  just  now  that  there  were  exclusive  mortgages 
upon  that  coal  duty  ? — Yes. 

228.  Have  you  got  the  amount  of  them? — The  duties  are  first  applied  in 
paying  the  costs  of  collection,  which  are  trifling ;  then  there  is  the  drawback, 
which  now  amounts  (the  foreign  and  inland  drawback)  to  about  5,000  /.  a  year ; 
that  fluctuates,  of  course. 

229.  Sir  B.  Hall.]  What  are  the  mortgages?— I  thought  I  would  give  the 
Committee  the  charges  which  must  necessarily  be  paid  first,  and  then  the 
mortgages.  The  next  charge  we  took  upon  that  was  the  payment  of  sea-coal 
meters,  who  were  paid  off  under  the  1st  and  2d  of  William  the  Fourth  ; 
there  were  150  parties  deprived  of  their  office  by  the  Act  when  they  took  the 
4  rf.  a  ton  instead  of  4  ^.  a  chaldron.  If  they  had  the  turn  in  their  favour,  they 
undertook  to  pay  life  annuities  to  150  coalmeters,  by  arrangement  with  the 
Lords  of  the  Treasury  to  that  effect;  and  they  have  paid  up  to  this  time 
261,782/.  There  are  now  66  meters  living,  who  are  paid  rather  better  than 
7,000 1  a  year,  and  that  will  continue  during  their  lives.  On  the  25th  erf  Sep- 
tember 1845,  by  a  resolution  of  the  Common  Council,  50,000  /.  was  raised  to 
ccHnplete  some  improvements  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Royal  Exchange  and 
some  of  the  Lcmdon  Bridge  Apiproaches  improvements,  where  the  funds  had 
not  been  sufficient ;  4d,  as  provided  by  Parliament,  that  was  chained  upon  the 
coal  duty. 

230.  In  what  return  are  those  items  shown  ? — ^That  would  appear  from  the 
minutes  of  the  Common  Council  of  the  25th  of  September  1845,  that  they 
would  charge  and  make  liable  50,000  /.  to  make  those  improvements ;  they 
have  paid  off  10,000/.  of  that  mortgage,  and  therefore  there  are  40,000/.  re- 
maining. On  the  18th  of  November  1847,  the  Common  Council  passed  an  act 
for  raising  300,000  /.  for  street  improvements  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Cannon- 
street  ;  and  they  executed  a  mortgage  under  that  act  of  the  Common  Council. 

231.  Sir  B.  Hall.']  Without  any  collateral  security? — ^Yes;  the  corporation 
have  the  power  by  law  of  passing  an  act  of  the  Common  Council  with  reference 
to  any  of  their  own  matters,  which  are  binding  the  same  as  an  Order  of  Council. 

232.  Chairman.'}  From  whom  was  that  money  raised? — From  the  Bank  of 
England,  if  I  recollect  rightly. 

^33*  Sir  B.  Hall.}  How  much  of  that  remains  unpaid? — ^The  whole  of  it. 

234.  Chairman.]  Are  there  not  some  leases  granted  at  ground-rents,  and  so 
on,  against  that  money  ? — Yes ;'  the  ultimate  outlay  was  estimated  at  500,000  /., 
after  selling  all  the  ground-rents.  It  was  for  making  a  street  in  a  line  drawn 
from  King  William-street,  at  the  foot  of  London  Bridge,  to  St.  Paul's  Church- 
yard, The  first  half  of  it,  as  far  as  Queen-street,  was  effected  under  the  act ; 
we  were  to  find  the  funds,  and  we  raised  300,000  /.  from  the  4  d.  coal  dues,  for 
the  purpose.  The  next  mortgage  was  the  22d  of  May  1851.  An  act  was 
passed  for  raising  200,000  /.  for  carrying  that  street  from  Queen-street  to  St. 
Paul's  Churchyard,  and  that  improvement  is  now  being  effected ;  the  whole  of 
that  mortgage  remains. 

235.  I  presume  there  has  been  at  present  no  offset  ?— Nothing  will  be  carried 
to  this  account,  because  the  coal  duty  was  applicable ;  but  what  is  made  by 
the  sale  of  old  materials  and  ground-rents  which  will  go  to  reduce  the  cost 
of  the  improvements.  It  will  cost  full  half  a  million  ;  the  estimate  was  rather 
over  500,000  /.  By  an  act  of  the  Common  Council,  of  the  29th  of  July  1852, 
they  raised  a  further  sum  of  40,000  /.  for  effecting  a  variety  of  small  improve- 
ments, which  are  mentioned  in  the  Act  of  Parliament  of  the  15th  and  16th  o^ 
Victoria,  "  An  Act  for  effecting  Improvements  in  the  City  of  London."  There 
was  to  be  a  continuation  and  widening  of  Finch-lane  and  Threadneedle-street, 
and  to  effect  some  improvements  in  Tower-street  and  in  Dowgate. 

236.  Mr.  Headlam.]  Upon  what  fund  was  that  charged  ? — Solely  upon  the 
4  d.  fund  ;  and  in  addition  to  those  charges,  the  corporation  looked  to  this  fund 
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Mr.  B.  Scott,      to  enable  them  to  pay  1 1,500  /.  a  year,  which  they  had  agreed  to  contribute  to 

; improvements  which  are  beyond  the  city's  limits,  and  they  have  agreed  from 

01  April  1853.  time  to  time  to  aid  the  coal  fund  by  paying  11,600  L  a  year  from  their  own 
property  to  that  fund.  They  look  upon  their  duly  as  enabling  them  to  pay 
that  1 1,500 1,  a  year ;  and  up  to  the  year  1862,  putting  those  diflferent  rates  and 
mortgages  charged  upon  the  fund  together,  the  4  d.  duty  is  pretty  well  mort- 
gaged for  many  years  to  come,  and  they  would  not  think  it  right  to  apply  any 
part  of  that  in  entertaining  Her  Majesty.  They  have  considered  that  they  are 
bound  morally  to  administer  it  freely,  and  to  apply  it  to  purposes  for  the  benefit 
of  the  metropolis  generally. 

237.  You  stated,  did  you  not,  that  there  is  7,000  L  a  year  payable  now  to 
the  coalmeters  from  this  time  to  their  decease  ?— Yes. 

238.  And  there  is  the  sum  of  40,000  /.  remaining  upon  the  capital  sum  of 
50,000  /.,  a  further  sum  of  300,000  /.,  a  further  sum  of  200,000  Z.,  and  lastly 
a  sum  of  40,000 1 ,  making  a  capital  sum  of  580,000 1.  in  addition  to  the  7,000  I. 
a  year  to  which  I  first  referred,  and  in  addition  to  1 1,500  L  a  year  which  you 
consider  to  be  payable  out  of  this  4  d.  duty  ? — Yes. 

239.  Are  those  sums  which  have  just  been  enumerated  charged  exclusively 
upon  the  4  d.  duty,  or  is  there  any  collateral  security  of  any  sort  or  kind  for  the 
payment  of  any  of  those  sums  ?  —There  is  the  collateral  security  of  the  City 
Seal,  but  the  mortgages  expressly  recite  that  it  is  under  these  acts  of  the 
Common  Council  that  the  mortgages  are  charged  to  the  4  d.  duty,  and  that 
what  we  receive  as  an  equivalent  for  it  shall  be  a  security  to  repay  those  monies ; 
the  metage  dues. 

240.  Do  you  consider  that  this  4  d.  duty  is  the  only  security  which  the 
parties  ultimately  have  ? — ^That  is  a  point  which  I  should  hardly  like  to  speak 
upon,  as  it  involves  the  question  of  how  far  the  City  Seal  would  render  the 
Corporation  liable  as  to  their  other  property. 

241.  Sir  JV.  Jollife.]  At  what  rate  have  you  raised  this  money? — £.300,000 
at  4  per  cent.,  I  think  ;  200,000  /.  at  3  J  per  cent.,  and  40,000  /.  at  3  J  per  cent. 

242.  Has  only  10,000  I.  out  of  the  whole  sum  been  repaid? — ^Yes. 

243.  There  is  580,000  now  due? — Yes;  the  corporation  can  only  repay 
it  as  they  have  surplus  in  hand;  they  have  so  many  claims  upon  them 
from  what  I  have  mentioned  for  public  improvements.  They  have  paid  20,000/. 
to  finish  the  improvements  in  St.  Mary-at-Hill,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
Coal  Market. 

244.  Chairman.']  Is  that  paid  out  of  the  4  d.  duty  ? — They  considered  it  right 
to  apply  it,  because  it  was  for  the  improvement  and  accommodation  of  the 
coal  trade.  They  paid  20,000  L  to  that  account,  and  they  took  it  out  of  the 
corporate  account.  They  paid  another  sum  of  21,000/.  in  aid  of  the  London 
Bridge  Approaches  improvements  In  undertaking  these  trusts,  it  often  hap- 
pens that  the  estimates  are  not  to  the  full  extent,  and  they  do  not  include 
every  possible  contingency  ;  and  the  corporation  have  made  up  all  those  trusts 
which  they  have  undertaken  out  of  this  fund. 

245.  Sir  B.  Hall.]  You  seem  to  entertain  somfe  doubt  as  to  parties  having  a 
claim,  with  respect  to  the  suras  I  have  mentioned,  on  any  other  property 
belonging  to  the  corporation ;  have  you  got  with  you  any  form  of  security 
which  is  usually  given  to  parties  ? — No,  I  have  not. 

246.  Will  you  be  good  enough  to  furnish  the  Committee  with  one  at  the  next 
meeting  of  the  Committee? — Yes,  I  will. 

247.  Chairman.]  The  expense  of  opening  the  Coal  Exchange  was  something 
like  13  per  cent,  upon  the  whole  cost,  and  there  was  no  private  subscription 
towards  it,  was  there  ? — No ;  I  could  hardly  say  that  that  was  the  case  ;  it  was 
an  expense  incurred  in  order  to  provide  for  the  safety  of  Her  Majesty,  and  her 
proper  reception,  and  would  not  have  been  incurred  for  opening  the  Coal 
Exchange.  It  was  in  consequence  of  receiving  a  letter  from  Her  Majesty,  that 
she  would  visit  the  city,  that  those  expenses  were  incurred. 

^  248.  Mr.  Alcferman  Cubitt.]  Are  you  of  opinion  that  the  corporation  intend 
to  pay  off  those  mortgages  out  of  any  balances  which  they  may  have  from  their 
general  fund  ? — When  they  find  themselves  in  possession  of  balances  from  year 
to  year,  should  you  suppose  that  they  would  be  applied  to  those  loans  ? — ^Yes; 
as  the  Finance  Committee  report  that  they  have  power,  those  loans  will  be 
paid  off. 

249.  Out 
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249.  Out  of  the  general  fund  ? — Yes,  but  particularly  out  of  this  fund ;  if  Mr.  B.  Scott. 
they  have  other  funds  to  assist,  they  would  go  also.  — .— 

250.  Chairman J\  Going  on  with  this  account,  moved  for  by  the  Honourable  21  April  1853, 
Member  for  Newcastle-upon-Tyne,  "  The  amount  of  the  principal  sums  respec- 
tively charged  on  the  several  coal  duties,  and  remaining  due  at  the  date  of 

making  up  the  return,'*  you  say,  **  Whether  any,  or  if  any,  what  principal  sums 
remained  charged  upon  the  duty  of  1  d.  per  ton,  remained  due  at  the  date  of 
making  up  the  return,  is  not  known  officially  to  the  Chamberlain ;"  what  is 
meant  by  "  not  known  officially  to  the  Chamberlain  "  ? — It  means  this  :  that 
the  city  of  London  have  received  the  1  rf.  duty,  and  handed  it  over  to  the 
Woods  and  Forests  Commissioners  ;  and  the  Chamberlain  can  only  get  from 
the  public  documents  what  they  have  done  with  it.  From  two  A^cts  of  Parliament, 
it  appears  that  they  were  to  raise  the  sums  of  120,000/.  and  60,000  2.;  but 
whether  there  has  been  a  surplus,  or  they  have  been  able  to  mortgage  it  any 
further,  we  do  not  know. 

251.  Then,  at  the  end,  there  is  a  note,  "  The  surplus  of  the  fund  "  ? — That 
refers  to  the  8  d.  duty. 

252.  You  say,  "  The  surplus  of  the  fund,  of  uncertain  amount,  is  directed  by 
Act  13th  and  14th  of  Victoria,  chapter  103,  to  be  applied  to  opening  an  im- 
proved line  of  communication  between  Coventry-street  and  Covent  Garden." 
Is  there  any  particular  account  as  to  when  those  sums  were  raised  r — No ;  I  be- 
lieve that  it  was  thought  by  the  increase  of  the  duties  in  the  period,  up  to  1862, 
there  might  be  a  further  surplus,  and  Government  determined  that  the  proper 
application  of  the  surplus,  when  it  arose,  would  be  to  make  a  street  between 
Ooventry-street  and  Covent  Garden  ;  and  there  is  a  clause  which  continues  the 
fund  for  that  improvement,  though  no  specific  sum  is  charged  for  the  purpose ; 
but  that  locality  is  pointed  out  for  the  next  improvement. 

253.  Sir  W.  Jolliffe,]  The  whole  sum  which  the  city  of  London  has  ever 
dealt  \>ith  for  raising  money,  is  the  4  d.  duty  ?— That  is  their  own  property. 

254.  All  the  other  sums  have  been  raised  under  Acts  of  Parliament;  have 
they  not  ? — Yes. 

255.  And  the  transactions  have  not  been  by  the  city,  but  transactions  by  the 
Woods  and  Forests  ? — Yes,  by  the  city,  and  all  other  Commissioners,  or  the 
Board  of  Works  ;  they  have  been  all  under  Acts  of  Parliament. 

256.  Chaimian.']  With  regard  to  the  new  street  from  London  Bridge  to 
St.  PauFs,  in  the  Acts  for  that  purpose,  do  you  consider  that  the  corporation 
are  entitled  to  pledge  the  coal  duty  which  accrues  to  the  corporation  ? — Un- 
doubtedly so ;  they  have  authority  in  their  several  Acts  to  pledge  any  part  of 
their  revenue  that  they  think  fit. 

257.  Can  they  pledge  any  one  particular  item  of  that  revenue  ? — Yes. 

258.  Do  those  returns  which  have  been  furnished  to  the  Committee  show 
the  quantity  of  inland  coals  subjected  to  the  operation  of  the  duty  year  by  year, 
from  1831  to  1852  inclusive;  specifying  the  different  sources  of  supply  sepa- 
rately ? — Yes.  I  do  not  think  that  the  revenue  is  included  in  the  account ;  the 
quantity  imported  is,  I  think,  in  the  registrar's  account  by  every  source, 
signed,  *'J.  R.  Scott." 

259.  Mr.  W.  Miles.]  You  were  understood  to  state,  that  the  Chamberlain 
sometimes  had  balances  in  his  hand  up  to  the  amount  of  130,000  /.,  and  that^ 
at  other  times  it  sank  to  60,000/.  ? — Yes. 

260.  What  has  he  a  right  to  have  as  the  balance  in  his  own  hands  ? — There 
is  no  limit  to  the  right,  because  the  law  has  made  him  the  treasurer  of  the 
■corporation,  and  whatever  their  fiinds  may  happen  to  be  at  the  time  he  holds 
in  trust  for  them. 

261.  You  stated,  did  you  not,  that  the  security  which  he  entered  into  was 
30,000/.  ?— Yes. 

262.  Is  he  not  authorised  to  keep  30,000  /.  only  under  his  control  ?— That 
is  the  case  under  the  deed ;  and  he  is  obliged  to  deposit  it  in  the  names  of 
three  persons,  to  prevent  any  one  person  drawing  upon  it ;  that  was  one  of  the 
points  in  the  deed  for  regulating  his  ofiice. 

263.  Are  the  Committee  to  understand  that  he  has  a  right  to  use  the 
30,000  /.  at  short  dates,  as  he  pleases  ? — No ;  the  whole  he  has  a  right  to  use, 
subject  to  the  control  of  the  committee,  who  meet  once  a  month ;  they  must 
xipprove  of  the  securities,  and  if  they  disapprove  of  them,  he  must  sell  them  out 

0.49.  c  3  immediately. 
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Mr.  B.  Scott.  immediately.  He  only  invests  in  securities  of  the  first  class,  and  advances 
"■        upon  parties  who  deposit  those  securities. 

21  April  1853.  264.  With  regard  to  any  profits  that  might  be  made  upon  those  deposits  in 
the  hands  of  the  Chamberlain,  to  whom  are  they  applied ;  to  his  own  individual 
profit  as  Chamberlain  of  the  City,  or  to  the  City  Fund  ? — Neither  to  the  one 
nor  the  other ;  they  go  to  the  public  account  kept  in  his  office,  called  "  The 
Emolument  Account,"  which  is  to  pay  him  a  limited  salary,  and  his  clerks 
limited  salaries,  and  the  balance  is  applied  by  the  Finance  Committee  for  the 
relief  of  the  trust  funds  from  this  kind  of  chaises. 

265.  Chairman.']  With  regard  to  Fleet  Market,  did  any  debt  exist  at  the 
time  of  the  building  of  that  market? — Yes  ;  there  were  several  debts  which  the 
corporation  contracted  for  making  the  improvements  in  Farringdon-street,  and 
removing  the  market. 

266.  Was  there  a  debt  due  to  Sir  Charles  Flowers  ? — Yes ;  he  had  a  large 
amount  of  bonds  at  that  time  for  money  which  he  had  advanced  to  the  city  of 
London. 

267.  You  cannot  state  to  the  Committee  what  debt  existed  upon  account  of 
outlay  for  building  on  the  site  of  Fleet  Market,  at  the  time  of  the  Act  of  the 
11th  of  George  the  Fourth,  and  what  bonds  and  other  securities  had  been 
given,  and  to  whom  ? — 1  am  not  able  to  say  at  the  moment. 

268.  Who  was  clerk  of  that  market  at  that  time  ? — I  do  not  recollect. 

269.  Would  there  be  any  returns  of  the  proceeds  from  Fleet  Market  ? — Yes ; 
there  were  very  large  profits  upon  Fleet  Market ;  between  3,000/.  and  4,000/.  a 
year. 

270.  At  that  time  ? — ^Yes. 


Jovisj  28^  dieAprilUy  1853. 
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Vide  Appendix. 
Vide  Appendix. 


Mr.  C.  Rogers. 


I  ide  Appendix. 


Mr.  Benjamin  Scott,  called  in  ;  and  further  Examined. 

271.  Chairman.']  DO  you  produce  some  returns?— Yes.  The  first  return  is, 
**  Income  derived  annually  since  1832  from  Coal  Duties,  distinguishing  the  amount 
derived  from  Inland  Coal  and  that  derived  from  Coals  entering  the  Port  of  Lon- 
don." I  also  produce  a  balance-sheet  of  '*  The  Charges  upon  the  Duly  of  4^.  per 
ton  collected  by  the  Corporation  of  London  for  public  improvements/'  I  produce 
also  an  account  of  the  Chamberlain's  Establishment  Emolument,  or  Fee  Fund 
Account,  from  the  commencement  of  that  arrangement  in  1844,  down  to  the  end  of 
last  year,  1 852. 

272.  Was  that  the  time  when  the  alteration  was  made  ? — Yes;  and  this  deed 
was  entered  into,  and  has  continued  ever  since. 

Mr.  Charles  Rogers j  called  in;  and  Examined. 

273.  Chairman.]  DO  you  produce  a  return  r — I  produce  a  return  which  has 
been  called  for  by  this  Committee,  showing  the  quantity  of  inland  coals  carried  on 
the  Grand  Junction  Canal,  and  brought  within  the  London  district,  from  the  year 
1831  to  the  year  1852,  both  inclusive. 

274.  How  is  the  London  district  designated  or  pointed  out  upon  the  canal  ? — 
By  a  stone  which  is  fixed  upon  the  banks  of  this  canal  at  present,  near  King's 
Langley ;  and  which,  previous  to  the  last  Coal  Act,  was  fixed  at  Lady  Capel's  wharf, 
near  Watford  ;  and  all  coals  passing  south  of  that  stone  are  designated  as  coming 
within  the  London  district. 

275.  What 
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275.  What  has  been  the  eflfect  of  the  alteration  of  the  stone,  as  regards  the  dis-  Mr.  C.  Sogers. 

tance  from  London ;  has  it  been  increased  or  decreased  by  that  Act  ? — ^The  dis-  . 

tance  has  been  increased.     There  are,  however,  other  circumstances,  besides  the  ^^  ^^"^  *^^^* 
mere  extension  of  the  boundary,  which  affect  the  inland  coal  trade  on  the  Grand 

Junction  Canal ;  but  the  Act  referred  to  having  been  in  operation  so  short  a  period, 
I  can  hardly  tell  whether  it  has  or  has  not  affected  that  trade  to  any  extent. 

276.  How  noany  years  r — Not  much  more  than  one  year. 

277.  But  the  effect  really  was,  practically,  to  extend  the  distance  from  London? 
— The  Act  did  extend  the  distance  from  London. 

278.  To  what  extent? — I  am  speaking  now  from  memory,  but  I  think  about  a 
mile  or  two  miles. 

279.  Would  it  be  possible  for  you  to  give  in  to  the  Committee  a  return  showing 
the  effect  of  that  alteration  upon  the  coals  carried  by  the  Grand  Junction  Canal 
Company,  altliough  it  has  been  so  short  a  time  in  operation? — I  could  give  the 
Committee  a  return,  showing  the  quantity  of  coal  which  has  passed  during  the 
period  alluded  to,  but  I  do  not  think  a  return  for  so  limited  a  period  would  show 
the  Committee  what  they  desire,  viz.  whether,  in  consequence  of  the  extended 
boundary,  lees  inland  coals  have  passed  into  the  district ;  for,  as  I  before  observed, 
other  circumstances  affect  that  trade  on  the  canal.     I  can  give  you  the  return. 

280.  Can  you  mention  any  circumstances;  you  say  there  are  other  circum- 
stances which  have  affected  it  ? — One  circumstance  is  the  price  at  which  the  sea- 
borne coal  can  be  obtained  in  London ;  if  they  can  be  procured  at  a  cheap  rate, 
they  would  find  their  way  into  the  country  in  competition  with  the  inland  coal. 

281.  Has  any  effect  of  that  kind  been  produced? — I  am  unable  to  say  as  yet 
whether  that  has  been  the  case,  but  there  can  be  no  doubt  but  that  that  would  be 
the  result. 

282.  Have  any  sea-borne  coals  been  sent  from  London  by  the  Grand  Junction 
Canal  beyond  the  point  originally  stated  ? — Large  quantities  ;  there  has  always 
been  a  large  sea-borne  coal  trade  in  the  canal  north  of  the  city  boundary. 

John  Dickinson,  Esq.,  called  in  ;  and  Examined. 

283.  Chaimum.']  WHERE  do  you  reside? — I  reside  in  the  parish  of  Abbot's  J.  PicAwwon,  Esq. 
Langley,  in  Hertfordshire,  and  also  in  the  city  of  London.  

284.  What  is  your  business? — I  am  a  paper  manufacturer,  and  other  things. 

285.  A  large  consumer  of  coals  ? — A  very  large  consumer  of  coals.  I  beg  to 
say,  that  my  attention  has  been  particularly  directed  to  this  subject  of  late,  and  £ 
have  found  myself  under  the  necessity  of  examining  documents  and  Acts  of  Par- 
liament relating  to  it,  and  I  find  that  the  origin  of  the  London  coal  tax  generally^ 
was  by  a  Charter  of  James  the  First,  in  the  third  year  of  his  reign.  I  beg  leave 
to  remind  the  Committee  that  in  the  21st  year  of  the  same  reign,  the  Act  of  Par- 
liament against  monopolies  was  passed,  which  I  think  abolished  and  put  a  stop  to 
all  charters  or  grants  of  monopolies  of  this  kind  entirely.  I  think  it  is  a  very 
slender  foundation  for  a  tax.  It  is  extraordinary  in  its  nature,  and  imposes  a  tax 
''  also  on  all  kinds  of  salt,  and  all  kinds  of  apples,  pears,  plums,  and  other  fruits 
whatsoever,  and  of  all  eatable  roots  of  every  kind,  and  also  of  onions,  and  of  all 
other  merchandizes,  wares  and  things  whatsoever,  measureable,  and  the  measuring 
of  the  same  whatsoever,  landing,  conveyed,  or  brought  in  or  to  the  port  of 
the  said  city  of  London  upon  the  said  water  of  Tiiames,  in  every  ship,  boat, 
barge,  or  other  vessel  whatsoever,  floating,  laden,  remaining,  or  being  on  every 
part  of  the  same  water  of  Thames,  and  upon  every  bank,  or  every  shore,  or 
every  wharf  of  the  same  water  of  Thames,  which  should  happen  to  stop,  remain, 
and  be  delivered  or  set  down  from  the  aforesaid  bridge  of  the  said  town  of  Staines, 
in  the  said  county  of  Middlesex,  westwards,*'  tiiat  means  on  the  west,  I  appre- 
hend, *'  to  the  aforesaid  London  Biidge,  and  thence  to  the  aforesaid  place  called 
Yendall,  otherwise  Yenland,  otherwise  Yenlcete,  towards  the  sea  and  eastwards, 
and  in  the  Medway,  and  in  the  said  port  of  the  city  of  London  aforesaid,  exer- 
cising and  occupying  the  same  ofiice  of  measurer  and  the  measuring  aforesaid  by 
the  mayor  of  the  city  aforesaid."  This  recital  is  part  of  the  Act  of  the  1st  and 
2d  of  William  the  Fourth,  chapter  76,  clause  60.  The  charter  purports  to 
give  them  a  fee  for  measuring,  which,  I  think,  is  4^.  Then  there  is  a  second 
power  in  the  charter,  or  a  second  charter,  I  am  not  clear  which,  by  which  they 
have  a  fee  for  weighing  every  thing  brought  m  ithin  the  water  of  Thames. 

286.  Mr.  Miles.']  Refer  to  that  clause  ?— It  is  all  in  the  same  clause.     It  says» 
0.49.  c  4  in 
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J.  Dickvisofiy  Esq.    in  order  to  show  the  way  in  which  it  was  done,  *'  And  his  said  Majesty,  willing  lo 
■  show  more  abundant  favour  to  the  said   Mayor,  and  Commonalty,  and  Citizens, 

28  April  1853.  Qf  ijjg  gj^id  Majesty's  special  grace,  and  of  his  certain  knowledge  and  mere  motion, 
his  said  Majesty  did  for  iiimself,  his  heirs,  and  successors,  grant,  and  by  the  said 
Charter  now  in  recital  conform,  to  the  aforesaid  Mayor,  and  Commonalty,  and 
Citizens,  and  their  successors,  that  although  the  same  Mayor,  and  Commonalty, 
and  Citizens,  or  their  predecessors,  in  any  case  arising  tliilherto,  had  not  fully  used, 
or  had  perchance  abused  the  offices  aforesaid,  or  anything  or  things  to  the  same 
or  either  of  them  pertaining  or  belonging,  nevertheless  the  same  Mayor  and  Com- 
monalty, and  Citizens,  and  their  successors,  might  thenceforth  freely,  quietly  and 
peacefully  enjoy  and  use  the  offices  aforesaid,  so  not  used,  or  abused,  and  every 
of  them,  and  the  raeasurings  aforesaid  so  not  used  or  abused,  and  every  of 
them,  without  let  or  hindrance,  of  his  said  Majesty."  Then  after  James  the  1st 
there  were  great  changes  ;  and  the  next  thing  we  come  to  is,  the  5th  and  6th  of 
William  and  Mary.  There  is  no  mention  of  this  Charter  in  that  Act,  but  at  that 
time,  I  apprd^end  the  Corporation  of  the  City  of  London  were  entirely  bankrupt. 
It  might  have  been  by  misfortune,  or  by  mismanagement ;  I  do  ncft  say  anything 
at  all  about  that;  but  the  fact  was  so,  evidently.  The  Act  has  this  effect;  it 
appropriates  the  4^/.  for  metage,  and  all  other  funds  of  the  Corporation,  and 
makes  them  permanently  applicable  to  the  payment  of  interest  to  the  orphans, 
whose  property  had  been  entrusted  to  them,  and  to  other  creditors  of  the  city  of 
London.  It  is  an  Act  apparently  made  for  the  benefit  of  the  creditors  of  the 
city  of  London;  a  deed  of  assignment  on  behalf  of  their  creditors. 

•287.  Chairman.']  The  creditors  especially  being  the  orphans? -The  orphans 
are  the  first  named,  and  there  are  other  creditors  enuuierated  at  the  close  of  the 
clause  ;  it  was  found  necessary,  in  order  to  make  up  the  annual  payment  required 
for  this  purpose,  to  impose  an  additional  duly  of  4  d.  and  6e/.  per  chaldron  over 
and  above  the  4  d.  on  coals  imported  into  *'  the  water  of  Thames  and  the  city 
of  London."  Now,  I  beg  to  say  distinctly,  that  there  is  no  mention  of  anything 
up  to  this  time  but  of  **  the  water  of  Thames  and  port  of  London."  They  appro- 
priated the  4r/»,  and  afterwards  the  6//.  by  that  Act,  to  what  was  subsequently 
called  the  Orphans'  Fund ;  but  the  Corporation  continued  to  levy  4  d.  charge  for 
metage,  by  which  they  made  a  large  profit  independent  of  the  Orphans'  Fund. 

28S.  Was  not  that  Act  for  50  years? — It  was  not  permanent;  the  6rf.  tax 
and  the  4  rf.  tax,  we  may  call  it  tax  or  duty,  were  renewed  by  various  Acts  which 
are  recited  in  the  1  &  2  Will.  4,  and  it  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  refer  to  them  for 
the  purpose  of  my  argument.  The  1  &  2  Will.  4,  was  contemporaneous  with  the 
discussions  on  the  Reform  Bill,  and  the  city  of  London  took  a  very  leading  part 
in  promoting  that  great  measure,  and  I  must  beg  leave  to  remind  the  Committee, 
that  at  that  time  they  denounced  all  anient  charters  which  interfered  with  the 
object  they  were  then  desirous  of  promr  ,ng,  in  very  unmeasured  terms.  I  think 
it  is  necessary  to  direct  attention  to  the  general  style  and  nature  of  the  city  taxation 
The  Corporation  have  got,  from  time  to  time,  and  very  rightly  I  dare  say,  Acts  of 
Parliament  authorising  them  to  appropriate  these  taxes  to  other  purposes,  besides 
the  payment  of  their  creditors ;  they  built  a  bridge  at  Blackfriars,  improved  the 
approaches  to  Temple  Bar,  and .  other  things,  which  are  shown  in  their  map; 
one  at  one  time,  and  one  at  another  time ;  the  greater  part  of  them  are  com- 
pleted, but  some  are  not  yet  completed.  Now,  one  of  the  earliest  Acts  that  I  wish 
to  call  attention  to,  is  the  Act  of  the  43d  George  3d.  The  title  and  preamble  of 
this  Act  are  very  material  to  be  borne  in  mind  by  the  Committee.  This  is  **  An 
Act  for  establishing  a  free  Market,  in  the  City  of  London,  for  the  Sale  of  Coals, 
and  for  preventing  Frauds  and  Impositions  in  the  vend  and  delivery  of  all  Coala 
brought  into  the  Port  of  London,  within  certain  places  therein  mentioned."  And 
the  preamble  says,  *^  Whereas  the  cities  of  London  and  Westminster,  and  liberties 
thereof,  and  certain  parts  of  the  counties  of  Middlesex,  Surrey,  Kent,  and  Essex, 
are  chiefly  supplied  with  coals  brought  by  sea  into  the  port  of  London,  and  the 
having  of  the  same  at  cheap  and  reasonable  rates,  tends  greatly  to  the  improve- 
ment of  the  manufactures,  and  to  the  increase  of  trade,  and  for  that  end  it  is 
necessary  that  the  coal  trade  should  be  perfectly  free  and  opcn^  and  it  would 
greatly  tend  lo  answer  those  purposes,  and  be  of  great  benefit  and  advantage  to 
the  consumers  of  coals  in  the  said  cities  of  London  and  Westminster,  and 
liberties  thereof,  and  in  such  parts  of  the  said  counties  of  Middlesex,  Surre}^ 
Kent,  and  Essex,  if  a  regular  free  market  for  the  sale  of  coals  were  established 
within  the  city  of  London;"  and  then  they  go  on  further  to  say,  that  for  that 
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purpose  ihey  ought  to  have  granted  to  thcni  the  power  of  levying  a  halfpenny  /.  Dickinson,  Es^. 

a  ton  on  all  coals  imported  into  the  city  of  London.     In  the  next  year,  the  44th 

George  3d,  they  get  power  to  increase  the  halfpenny  to  a  penny,  and  it  is  pro-  28  April  1853. 
vided  in  one  of  those  Acts,  that  when  the  market  is  built,  or  purchased,  or  paid 
for,  that  that  tax  shall  cease.  Then  there  is  another  Act  for  appropriating  part  of 
the  Orphans'  Fund  to  the  improvements  near  Temple  Bar,  and  another  for  Snow 
Hill,  and  for  raising  on  the  credit  of  this  fund,  a  certain  sum  of  money  for  those 
pnrposes.  Those  I  have  nothing  to  say  to.  The  next  Act  is  the  47th  George  3d, 
chapter  68.  This  is  the  year  1807.  There  is  a  recital  as  to  there  being  various 
Acts  **  now  in  force  and  effect  for  regulating  the  vend  and  delivery  of  coals  brought 
by  sea  into  the  port  of  London,  within  the  cities  of  London  and  Westminster  and 
the  jibeities  thereof,  and  within  such  parts  of  the  counties  of  Middhsex,  Surrey, 
Kent,  and  Essex,  as  are  situate  within  the  distance  of  25  miles  from  the  Royal 
Exchange  in  the  city  of  London."  Now  this  Act  has  reference  to  the  market 
penny,  and  it  invests  the  proceeds  in  the  Corporation,  giving  them  the  |>ower  and 
management  of  it.  It  repeals  the  43d  and  44th,  and  declares  they  are  null  and  void. 
The  Corporation  having  got  this,  the  termination  of  the  penny  at  the  time  of  the 
completion  of  the  market  is  done  away  with.  Now  the  only  part  of  this  Act  which 
I  feel  any  interest  in,  is  that.  The  remainder  of  it  strictly  refers  to  what  the  title 
expresses,  •'  the  regulating  the  vend  and  delivery  of  coals  ;"  how  they  shall  be  sold, 
bow  they  shall  be  measured,  what  notice  shall  be  delivered  with  them,  and  things 
of  that  kind.  That  was  passed  in  August  1807.  Here  is  another  Act  of  the  same 
description,  the  56th  George  3d,  chapter  2 1 ,  passed  in  1 8 1 6.  It  refers  to  Middlesex, 
Surrey,  Kent,  and  Essex,  and  is  exclusively  as  to  the  mode  of  the  vend  and  delivery 
of  coals.  Now  we  come  to  an  Act  of  u  very  different  description,  the  10th 
George  4th,  chapter  136,  which  is  a  very  important  Act.  The  title  is,  "  An  Act 
for  improving  the  Approaches  to  London  Bridge."  The  date  of  this  Act  is 
24th  June  1829.  I  just  wish  to  call  attention  to  this  fact,  that  the  title  docs  not 
allude  to  a  tax  on  coals.  It  recites  that  there  is  4rf.  and  6d.  duty  per  chal- 
dron on  coals  imported  into  the  Port  of  London,  and  then  it  goes  on  to 
say,  '*And  whereas  the  surpluses  of  the  said  fund,"  that  is,  the  Orphans' 
Fund,  *' have  been  from  time  to  time  applied  according  to  the  directions  of  the 
several  Acts  of  Parliament  relating  thereto,  and  thereby  the  capital  debt  due  to 
the  orphans  of  the  said  city  of  London  hath  been  annihilated,  and  the  capital 
debt  due  to  the  other  creditors  of  the  city  of  London,  and  charged  upon  the 
said  fund  before  the  passing  of  this  Act,  was,  on  the  28th  day  of  January  last, 
reduced  to  the  sum  of  209,900  /.,  and  it  is  probable  that  if  no  further  charge  or 
incumbrance  were  made  on  the  said  fund,  the  whole  bf  the  said  capital  debt  would 
be  paid  off  and  discharged  by  the  5th  day  of  April  1832.'*     It  says  here  "  the 

sum  of  1,239/.  '^'  ^i^*  P^**^  ^f  ^^^  ^^^^  ^"^  ^^  ^^^  ^^^^  orphans,  has  been 
ordered  to  be  paid  off,  and  has  never  been  claimed.'*  Then  they  take  a  con- 
tinuation of  the  duty  of  6d.  a  chaldron  for  21  years  further,  for  the  purposes  of  this 
Act,  and  the  corporation  are  authorised  to  levy  a  million  of  money,  and  it  states 
that  **  there  is  a  reasonable  probability  that  the  produce  thereof,  and  of  the  said 
inaposition,  rate  or  duty  of  4  rf.  for  every  chaldron  of  coals  or  culm,  which  also  con- 
stituted part  of  the  Orphans'  Fund,  will  be  sufficient  to  pay  off  by  or  before  that  time 
the  further  sum  of  1,000,000  /.  with  interest  thereon  in  the  meantime,  after  the  rate 
of  4/.  per  centum  per  annum,  althoujih  the  other  charges  formingpart  of  the  said 
fund  should  be  discontinued  to  be  applied  to  the  pnrposes  thereof  after  the  whole  of 
the  capital  debt  now  charged  thereon  shall  have  been  paid  off."  There  is  the  dis- 
tinction, which  I  dare  say  has  been  noticed,  that  this  London  Bridge  Approaches 
Fund  is  so  far  constituted  by  these  two  duties  on  coals,  and  nothing  else;  at  least  that 
is  the  view  I  take  of  it.  Then,  in  the  latter  part  of  this  Act,  section  72,  it  speaks 
of  the  continuation  of  the  tax  *'  unless  the  sums  of  money  charged  thereon  shall 
be  sooner  paid  off  and  discharged."  Sections  73  and  74  provide  that  the  6d. 
duty  and  the  4^.  duty,  after  the  payment  of  those  obligations  which  the  city 
had  incurred  and  were  rendered  responsible  for,  shall  be  applicable  to  the  pur- 
poses of  this  Act.  Then  seciion  75  is  this,  "  And  be  it  further  enacted,  that 
during  the  continuance  of  the  said  fund  called  the  Orphans'  Fund,  the  same  shall 
be  and  is  hereby  charged  and  made  chargeable  with  the  interest  or  annuities 
-which  shall  be  payable  in  respect  of  such  of  the  monies  to  be  raised  under  the 
authority  of  this  Act,  as  shall  be  borrowed  before  the  determination  of  the  said 
fund,  subject  nevertheless  and  without  prejudice  to  the  payment  of  interest  on 
the  principal  debts  remaining  due  to  the  creditors  of  the  said  city,  and  to  the 
0.49.  D  payment 
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}4  jDiekhts&n^'EBq.  payment  of  the  several  annuities  which  are  or  shall  be  payable  in  respect  of  the 

several  principal  sums  borrowed  and  raised  u|K)n  the  credit  of  the  said  fund  by 

^8  April  1853.     virtue  of  any  Act  or  Acts  of  Parliament  already  passed  and  now  in  force." 

289.  Sir  J.  Duke.]  That  is  the  Act  for  building  London  Bridge  ? — No,  London 
Bridge  Approaches.  There  was,  I  believe,  some  obligation  on  the  Orphans'  Fund 
previously  as  to  the  bridge  itself.  The  next  Act  is  the  1 1  Geo.  4,  c.  64,  which 
passed  on  the  29th  of  May  1 830.  The  former  Act,  I  stated,  was  the  basis  of  the 
London  Bridge  Approaches  Fund.  Now  I  come  to  describe  the  augmentation  of 
this  London  Bridge  Approaches  Fund  by  additions  added  by  the  1  ith  Geo.  4.  The 
first  of  these  additions  is,  that  one  equal  moiety,  or  half  part  of  the  net  produce  of 
the  tolls,  rents,  and  profits  of  the  said  market,  viz.  Fleet-market,  after  payment  of 
all  expenses,  compensations,  and  monies  in  respect  of  the  same,  should  be  added 
to  the  fund  for  improving  the  approaches  to  London  Bridge,  and  that  the  said 
Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Commons  in  Common  Council  assembled,  should  be 
authorized  to  borrow  and  raise,  on  the  credit  of  the  said  Fund,  the  sum  of 
250,000  /."  Then,  in  the  2d  section  of  the  Act,  it  goes  on  to  state,  "  That  all 
the  funds  which  before  and  at  the  time  of  the  passing  of  the  said  recited  Act  of 
the  last  Sesssion  of  Parliament,  constituted  and  formed  the  fund  called  the 
Orphans'  Fund,  including  the  duty  of  4^.  per  tun  upon  wine  imported  into  the 
port  of  London,  or  the  members  thereof,  by  way  of  merchandize,  and  the  sum  of 
2S.  6  d.  to  be  paid  by  every  apprentice  at  the  time  of  his  binding  to  any  master 
who  is  a  member  of  any  of  the  respective  Companies  within  the  city  of  London 
and  the  liberties  thereof;  and  the  sum  of  5^.  to  be  paid  by  every  person 
admitted  to  be  a  freeman  of  the  city  of  London  at  the  time  of  his  admission  ; 
and  also  all  the  aqueducts,  and  right  of  bringing  and  conveying  water,  and  all 
the  improvements  thereof,  and  rents,  profits,  and  benefits  which  may  arise  there- 
from, and  also  the  several  annual  sums  of  8,000  Z.,  2,000/.,  and  1,500/.,  respec- 
tively, charged  by  several  Acts  passed  in  the  fifth  and  sixth  yc«r  of  the  reign  of 
King  William  and  Queen  Mary,  the  twenty-first  year  of  the  reign  of  King  George 
the  Second,  and  the  seventh  year  of  the  reign  of  King  George  the  Third 
respectively,  upon  the  estates  and  revenues  of  the  Mayor  and  Conunonalty  and 
citizens  of  the  city  of  London,  free  from  all  other  charges  whatsoever,  shall,  from 
and  after  the  passing  of  the  said  recited  Act  of  the  last  Session  of  Parliament,  be 
held  chargeable  and  shall  be  charged  with  the  raising  and  paying  oflF  the  capital 
sum  of  1,000,000/.,  with  interest  thereon,  allowed  to  be  raised  under  the  provi- 
sions of  the  said  Act  for  executing  the  improvement  of  the  said  approaches,  in 
addition  to  the  capital  debt  remaining  charged  thereon  before  the  passing  of  the 
said  Act ;  and  all  such  several  and  respective  funds  as  are  not  permanent,  shall, 
after  all  the  principal  sums  raised  and  borrowed,  and  all  the  annuities  charged 
upon  the  said  fund  called  the  Orphans'  Fund,  and  now  due  and  owing,  have  tneen 
paid  off  and  discharged,  be  continued,  and  the  whole  thereof  be  applicable  to  the 
purposes  of  the  said  Act  of  the  last  Session  of  Parliament  and  of  this  Act, 
until  the  sums  charged  and  to  be  charged  thereon  by  virtue  of  the  same  Acts 
respectively  shall  be  paid  off  and  discharged."  Now,  I  beg  leave  to  say,  thaC 
according  to  what  1  have  been  able  to  make  out  from  these  Acts  of  Parliament, 
you  have  in  these  two  Acts  a  description  of  the  fund  called  the  London  Bridge 
Approached  Fund.  I  consider  the  London  Bridge  Approaches  Fund  compre- 
hends nothing  but  that.  The  next  Act  is  the  i  stand  2d  of  William  the  4th,  c.  76, 
and  this  is  an  important  Act  as  illustrating  what  I  said  before.  It  is  section  60, 
which  recites  the  charter.  It  recites  that  there  is  a  duty  of  4d.  per  chaldron,  and 
6d.  per  chaldron,  levied  upon  coals  imported  into  the  port  of  London,  and  appro^ 
priated  to  the  improving  the  approaches  to  London  Bridge,  and  other  things;  as  per 
I  oih  Geo.  4  and  1 1  th  Geo.  4,  and  it  recites  that  it  is  desirable  that  *'  one  rate  or  duty 
should  be  paid  to  the  said  Mayor  and  Commonalty  and  Citizens,  in  lieu  of  all  rates 
and  duties  payable  to  them  in  respect  of  coals,  culm,  and  cinders  (except  the  rates 
and  duties  made  payable  by  this  Act) ;  be  it  therefore  further  enacted,  that  during 
the  term  of  seven  years,  from  the  31st  of  December  next  after  the  passing  of  this  Act, 
the  Lord  Mayor  of  the  city  of  London,  and  the  said  Mayor  and  Commonalty  and 
Citizens  shall  not  exercise  any  right  of  measuring  or  weighing  coals  or  any  other 
rights  with  respect  to  coals  to  which  he  or  they  is,  are,  or  may  be  entitled,  by 
prescription,  or  by  the  said  charters  and  Acts  of  Parliament  or  otherwise ;  and 
that  the  rate  or  duty  of  \2d.  for  every  ton  of  coals,  cinders,  and  culm  imported 
or  brought  into  the  port  of  London,  shall  be  collected  and  may  be  recovered  in 
manner  hereinafter  mentioned ;  and  the  sum  of  4^.  for  every  ton,  part  thereof, 
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be  applied  in  the  same  manner  as  the  sum  in  the  said  charters  mentioned  to  be    J.  Dickmsm^Etq 

payable  for  metage  would  be  applicable,"  viz.,  to  the  corporation ;  and  8  d.  per        ■        

ton,  part  thereof,  to  the  London  Bridge  Approaches  Fund.     That  is  to  say,  that  by      ^  ^P"*  *8« 

the  1  oth  of  George  the  4tb,  the  4  d.  per  chaldron  and  the  6  d.  per  chaldron  being 

so  appropriated,  and  the  chaldron  weighing  25  cwt.,  by  taking  8  ^.  a  ton,  the 

recipients  of  the  fund  were  placed  in  exactly  the  same  position  as  if  they  had 

taken  \od.  a  chaldron.     The  Corporation  still  retain  the  4^.  per  ton.     I  understand 

from  the  evidence  I  have  heard  here,  that  they  furnish  some  good  reason  for  it ; 

but  I  conceive  that  it  was  attended  with  very  great  advantage  to  their  revenues, 

as  might  be  expected.     Their  revenues  at  that  time  were  about  26,000  /.,  and 

they  have  now  increased  to  57,000  /.  under  the  operation  of  this  Act. 

290.  What  has  been  the  increase  in  importation  in  that  time? — That  is  shown 
in  the  Corporation  Return,  Pari.  Paper,  No.  236. 

291.  Chairman']  It  was  stated  with  regard  to  the4d.  duty  remaining  the 
same,  that  the  Corporation  had  shown  to  a  Select  Committee  of  the  House  of 
Commons  that  they  gave  up  certain  metages,  and  so  on,  and  the  Confunittee 
decided  that  the  4'd.  was  fair  towards  them  ;  have  you  any  evidence  to  give  with 
regard  to  that  ? — No ;  it  is  not  referred  to  in  the  Acts,  but  I  understand  by  the  evi. 
dence  recently  given  to  the  Committee  that  is  the  foundation  of  this  arrangement 
I  have  now  to  refer  to  another  branch  of  the  subject.  The  Grand  Junction  Canal 
Act  was  passed  in  the  year  1 833,  and  the  first  clause  of  that  Act  says,  "Whereby'' 
that  is,  the  formation  of  the  canal,  **  the  hitercourse  of  trade  and  commerce 
between  the  several  places  aforesaid  will  be  greatly  promoted  and  facilitated,  jnaou- 
factures  encouraged  and  increased,  and  the  agriculture  of  the  country  throughout 
the  line  and  neighbourhood  of  the  said  canal  and  collateral  cuts  materially 
assisted  by  being  supplied  with  lime  and  other  manufe  at  a  moderate  expense, 
and  it  will  tend  very  much  to  reduce  the  price  of  coals  throughout  the  whole  line 
and  neighbourhood  of  the  said  canal  and  cuts,  and  will  be  in  other  ne^pects  of 

freat  public  utility;'*  but  clause  119  of  that  Act  says,  **  Whereas  it  is  appre* 
ended  the  conveying  of  coals  from  the  collieries  of  Warwickshire,  Staflfordsbire, 
Leicestershire,  and  Derbyshire,  by  the  said  intended  canal  to  the  city  of  London, 
may  be  detrimental  to  the  coasting  trade  of  this  kingdom,  by  diminishing  the 
consumption  of  coals  brought  to  the  port  of  London  by  coasting  vessels  ;  be  it 
therefore  enacted,  that  no  coal  or  culm,  or  cinders  burnt  from  cual  or  culm, 
which  shall  pass  along  the  said  intended  canal  and  collateral  cuts,  or  any  part 
thereof,  shall  be  conveyed  nearer  to  the  city  of  London"  than  a  certain  fixed 
point,  afterwards  determined  by  a  stone  at  the  uorth-west  corner  of  Grove  Park. 
This  was  an  actual  prohibition  as  to  the  conveyance  of  coals  from  the  inland 
counties  for  the  supply  of  any  parts  of  the  country  nearer  to  London  than  tliat 
place.  They  might  bring  coals  there,  they  might  sell  them  there,  and  anybody 
who  purchased  there,  might  convey  them  where  they  pleased.  They  might  carry 
coals  from  there  to  Hampstead  or  Highgate ;  the  prohibition  was  limited  to  the 
sim|)Ie  fact  that  the  canal  company  had  no  power  or  right  to  carry  coals  south- 
wards of  that.  In  point  of  fact,  the  Grand  Junction  Canal  Company  set  this  Act 
at  defiance  for  a  time ;  they  did  carry  coals  southwards  of  thai,  and  sold  them 
between  that  place  and  London.  The  evasion  was  not  carried  to  a  very  large 
extent ;  but,  however,  the  Corporation  did  not  think  it  worth  their  while  or  pru- 
dent to  take  notice  of.  I  am  merely  stating  the  fact,  that  up  to  the  year  1805, 
there  was  an  actual  prohibition.  The  next  Act  is  the  45th  George  the  Third, 
chapter  1 28,  and  by  that  Act  a  sort  of  compromise  was  made  between  the  Corpora- 
tion and  the  coal  proprietors  in  the  north  of  England,  who  always  acted  with  them 
upon  this  point,  and  the  Grand  Junction  Canal  Company.  This  was  a  Customs' 
Act,  because  the  Government  found  they  should  gain  by  permitting  coals  to  come 
by  the  Canal,  and  that  it  would  also  relieve  the  inhabitants  intermediately  of  a 
very  enormous  expense  of  carriage,  and  so  on,  and  this  Act,  which  passed  in  the 
year  1805,  does  away  with  the  prohibition,  and  permits  the  Canal  Company  to 
bring  coals  to  the  extent  of  50,000  tons  per  annum ;  they  may  traffic  in  coals  to 
that  extent,  on  condition  of  paying  the  Government  duty,  which  is  9^.  6|rf.,  and 
the  duty  of  i  s.  3d.  to  the  Corporation  of  London,  and  this  was  taken  by  the  ton 
instead  of  by  the  chaldron.  The  Corporation  of  London  had  at  that  time  6  d.  per 
chaldron,  and  4rf.  per  chaldron,  and  4  rf.  per  chaldron,  and  1  rf.,  in  the  place  of 
the  market,  that  is  1  ^.  3  d.  in  the  whole  ;  and  now  I  beg  to  direct  attention  again 
to  the  1st  and  2d  WiiJiam  the  Fourth.  I  have  before  mentioned  that  that  Act 
defined  that  the  London  Bridge  Approaches  Fund  should  receive  Sd.  per  ion 
0.49.  D  2  instead 
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J,  Dic^Won,  Esq.  instead  of  lorf.  per  chaldron,  and  that  is  in  clause  60.     Clause  64,  in  the  same 
]  Act,  recites  that   **a  duty  of  1^.  $d.  the  ton  is  granted  on  coals,  culm,  and 

«8  April  1853.  cinders,  broi^ght  by  the  Grand  Junction  or  Paddington  Canals  nearer  to  London 
than  the  stone  or  post  at  or  near  the  north-west  point  in  Grove  Park,  in  the  county 
of  Hertford,  payable  to  the  proper  officer  of  Customs,  in  lieu  of  the  duty  called 
Orphans'  Duty."  The  fact  was,  that  the  officer  of  Customs,  who  collected  for  the 
Government,  collected  for  the  city  by  permission,  which  is  specified  in  that  Act. 
This  clause,  after  providing  that  the  duty  shall  be  reduced  to  1  ^r.  1  d.  per  ton, 
states,  that  that  duty  shall  be  paid  by  the  Grand  Junction  Canal  Company  to  the 
Corporation,  in  lieu  of  the  Orphans'  Fund,  but  says  nothing  about  a  portion  of 
that  payment  being  applicable  to  the  London  Bridge  Approaches  Fund.  It  gives 
them  the  payment  absolutely,  and  I  have  taken  counsel's  opinion  on  it,  and  he 
confirms  the  opinion  I  had  formed,  that  this  receipt  of  duty  is  not  mortgaged. 
That  is  a  very  important  part  of  this  case,  to  which  1  wish  to  draw  particular 
attention.  The  codl  duties  of  6^.  and  4^.  on  coals  imported  into  the  Port  of 
London  and  the  water  of  Thames,  are  mortgaged  under  the  head  London  Bridge 
Approaches  Fund,  but  this  separate  payment,  specified  in  a  separate  clause  of  this 
Act  as  being  demandable  and  receivable  by  the  Coiporation,  with  powers  to  secure 
the  payment  of  it,  is  not  enumerated  in  any  of  those  Acts  by  which  the  mortgage 
of  the  various  funds  constituting  the  London  Bridge  Approaches  Fund  is  defined  ; 
and  the  coals  by  railway  come  under  the  same  category,  unless  any  of  them  be 
delivered  into  the  Port  of  London,  or  water  of  Thames. 

292.  Mr.  Miles.']  Do  you  charge  the  Corporation  with  the  mi.sapplication  of 
this  money? — My  opinion  is,  that  if  the  Corporation  have  paid  this  to  Govern- 
ment, or  a  portion  of  this,  they  paid  it  in  their  own  wrong,  because  it  is  not 
mortgaged  to  the  London  Bridge  Approaches  Fund.  I  do  not  charge  them  with 
misappropriation  as  a<(ainst  anybody  else. 

293.  Chairman.]  But  as  against  themselves  ? — As  against  themselves  in  regard 
to  that,  if  they  have  done  so ;  I  do  not  know  whether  they  have  or  have  not. 

294.  Mr.  Miles.]  Did  the  Act  which  you  referred  to  previously,  pass  after  the 
Act  which  you  have  just  now  quoted? — It  did  ;  this  was  the  1st  &  2d  William 
the  Fourth. 

295.  Did  not  the  one  in  some  way  cure  the  other  r — No,  the  1st  &  2d 
William  the  Fourth  does  not  appropriate  the  coal  duties  otherwise  than  as  they 
are  before  appropriaied  by  the  10th  George  the  Fourth  and  nth  George  the 
Fourth;  it  distinctly  appropriates,  in  Clause  60,  the  duties  of  (>d.  and  4rf.  per 
chaldron,  after  changing  those  two  into  8  d.  per  ton,  by  disposing  of  the  money 
received  under  the  one  tax,  in  pursuance  of  that  clause,  to  the  Loudon  Bridge 
Approaches  Fund,  and  only,  in  Clause  64,  disposing  of  the  other  by  leaving  it 
payable  to  the  Corporation  of  London. 

296.  It  was  understood  from  what  you  stated  relative  to  the  previous  Act, 
and  what  you  read,  that  there  mhs  a  certain  sum  payable  to  Government,  and 
a  certain  sum  payable  to  the  Corporation  on  the  London  Bridge  Approaches  Fund? 
— Originally  so;  and  that  applies  to  all  coals  brotight  into  the  port  of  London  and 
water  of  Thames  between  Yantlet  Creek  and  Staines.  Those  duties  and  the 
duties  on  inland  coal  not  Irought  into  the  water  of  Thames  are  quite  distinct 
things ;  they  owe  their  origin  to  distinct  Acts  of  Parliament. 

297.  Chairman.]  Do  you  wish  to  prove  to  the  Committee  that  all  these  Acts 
consecutively  apply  to  the  port  and  pool  of  London  or  water  of  Thames? — I  do, 
as  regards  all  Acts  having  reference  to  the  London  Bridoe  Approaches  Fund, 
because  the  1st  and  2d  William  the  Fourth  does  refer  to  the  income  which  the 
Corporation  are  entitled  to  receive  from  the  coals  carried  by  the  caiml,  and  the 
loth  Georue  the  Fourth  and  the  11th  George  the  Fourth  make  no  mention  of 
inland  coal  brought  by  canal.  It  admits  that  they  are  to  receive  it  as  tl»ey  have 
done  hitherto,  but  does  not  appropriate  it  to  the  London  Bridge  Approaches  Fund. 

298.  Mr.  Miles.]  Do  you  conceive  that  as  it  has  been  applied  to  the  London 
Bridge  Approaches  Fund,  it  has  been  misapplied  ? — That  portion  of  it  which  has 
been  so  applied  has  been  misapplied.  1  think  it  has  been  very  well  applied,  but, 
in  the  lejral  sense,  it  has  been  n)isapplied.  Now,  fiom  a  return  which  has  been 
applied  for,  I  find  that  in  the  year  1831,  ist  and  2d  William  the  Foiuth,  the 
commerce  on  the  Grand  Junction  Canal  in  coals  brought  south  of  the  stone 
was  only  6,764  tons,  which,  at  1  «.  i  rf.,  would  be  366  /.,  therefore  the  thing 
was  not  of  that  magnitude  to  lead  either  of  these  great  parties  to  direct  attention 
to ;  it  was  a  matter  of  so  little  consequence.     Under  those  circumstances  it  has 
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passed.     I  was  poing  to  remark  that  in  the  ist  and  2d  WiUiam  the  Fourth,  there  J.  Dickinson,  Esq. 

is  another  very  objectionable  thing.    The  43d  and  44th  George  the  Third,  before  re-       ; 

ferred  to,  empowered  the  Corporation  to  levy  money  for  making  a  market,  and  the     ^'  ^^     ^^^' 

money  so  raised  according  to  tbose  Acts,  was  to  be  applicable  to  that  purpose  and  no 

other.     But,  subsequently  to  that,  they  have  made  it  applicable  to  a  great  number 

of  purposes,  and  I  consider  that  illustrative  of  their  proceedings  in  a  great  many 

other  cases.     They  say  they  have  provided  for  their  coal-meters  out  of  it,  and 

according  to  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Scott,  which  is  new  10  n)e,  the  meters  have 

received  nearly  300,000  /.,  and  are  still  entitled  to  receive  7,000  /.  a  year  for 

several  years. 

299.  That  IS  done  under  an  Act  of  Parliament,  is  it  not? — Under  the  1st  and 
2d  William  the  Fourth. 

300.  Chairman.']  When  you  say  '*  market  there,"  do  you  allude  to  the  coal- 
market  ? — Yes. 

301.  Mr.  Miles.\  What  is  your  object  in  appearing  before  the  Committee?-  - 
My  object  is  to  show  how  myself  and  others  are  affected  by  the  operation  of 
these  Acts.  I  beg  leave  to  say,  independently  of  the  tu  o  Acts  I  have  mentioned 
before,  viz.,  the  1  oth  of  George  the  Fourth,  and  the  1 1  th  of  George  the  Fourih,.there 
are  nine  other  Acts,  the  titles  of  which  would  not  give  you  the  least  idea  of  a 
tax  on  coals,  and  all  of  which  lead  to  a  continuation  at  any  rate  of  the  tax  on 
coals  that  we  in  Hertfordshire,  as  well  as  other  people,  are  obliged  to  pay  to  the 
Corporation  of  London. 

302.  In  what  way  are  yon  as  an  individual,  together  with  others,  prejudiced  by 
those  Acts  r — I  am  prejudiced  in  this  way,  by  a  prolongation  of  the  coal  tax  by 
Act  of  Parliament.  For  instance,  in  the  year  1S40,  they  discovered  that  this 
coal  tax  was  so  encumbered,  that  even  at  that  tune  they  passed  an  Act  not 
to  come  into  operation  till  18  years  afterwards,  that  is,  until  the  year  1858, 
for  prolonging  the  coal  tax ;  so  that  it  altogether  involves  a  process  of  con- 
tinuation. 

303.  Chairman.']  State  what  that  Act  is  ? — The  3d  &  4th  Victoria,  chapter  131. 

304.  Mr.  Miles.']  So  that  you  are  damnified,  so  far  as  that  Act  goes  in  this 
way,  that  what  you  have  had  reason  to  believe  would  be  temporary,  is  now  almost 
perpetual  ? — It  is  prolonged  beyond  my  life. 

305.  That  is  Hie  way  in  which  you  are  damnified  ? — ^Yes. 

306.  Now  proceed  to  another  cause  of  complaint? — I  think  I  might  be  allowed 
to  suggest,  that  this  course  of  legislation  has  gone  on  without  any  reference  to  the 
parties  who  are  to  suffer  by  it ;  it  is  not  like  a  Canal  Act  or  a  Railway  Act,  by 
which  all  the  results  can  be  contemplated. 

307.  Chairman.]  And  due  notice  given  to  each  party  affected  ? — There  is  no 
notice  in  this  case.  I  will  just  read  the  titles  of  the  Acts.  There  is  one  Act  for 
rebuilding  the  lloyal  Exchange,  for  which  150,000/.  was  charged  on  the  fund  ; 
that  is  1st  and  2d  Victoria,  chapter  100;  then  there  is  the  2d  and  3d  Victoria, 
chapter  80,  for  additional  thoroughfares,  and  there  is  another  charge  upon  the 
London  Bridge  Approaches  Fund  for  that ;  then  the  3d  and  4th  of  Victoria, 
chapter  87,  another  Act  for  additional  thoroughfares,  and  additional  charges  on 
the  London  Bridge  Approaches  Fund  for  that ;  then  in  the  3d  and  4th  of  Victoria, 
chapter  1 1 2,  you  have  the  same  thing  over  agam  ;  that  is  for  a  street  to  Clerk- 
enwell ;  then  there  is  in  the  year  1840  the  3d  and  4th  Victoria,  chapter  131,  and 
that  is  for  a  prolongation  of  tho  duties  for  years  after  the  legal  expiration  of  them 
in  18.58. 

308.  Mr.  Miles.]  Although  as  an  inhabitant  and  cilizen  of  London,  you  would 
not  yourself  object  to  be  taxed,  yet  living  without  the  bounds  of  the  city,  you  do 
object  to  be  taxed  for  such  improvements  ? — That  is  precisely  the  a)atter  I  want 
to  make  plain  to  the  Committee. 

309.  Now  proceed  with  another  objection? — By  the  4ih  Victoria,  chapter  12, 
power  to  make  a  new  street  from  Coventry-street  to  Long  Acre  is  taken ;  tlien 
the  next  is  5ih  and  6ih  Victoria,  chapter  101,  London  Bridge  Approaches; 
then  there  is  tiie  Sth  and  9th  Victoria,  chapter  178,  for  improving  Westminster  ; 
tht-n  the  iilhand  12th  Victoria,  chapter  124,  for  completing  Improvements  in 
Westminster;  and  13th  and  14th  Victoria,  chapter  103,  further  charges  on  the 
funds  for  carrying  out  the  previous  Acts.  I  think  I  make  out,  including  the  loth 
and  nth  George  the  Fourth,  that  tliere  are  11  Acts  which  have  led  to  the  pro- 
longation of  the  duties  upon  coal. 

310.  Chainmn.]  The  next  Act  would  be  with  regard  to  the  direct  line  ? — ^Yes  ; 
0.49.  D3  I  would 
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J.  Dickmson^Esq.    I  would  just  remark  also,  that  these  Acts  passed  without  any  investigation  ;  it  is 

simply  a  charge  on  this  fund,  and  there  is  no  inquiry   what  the  state  of  the  fund 

28  April  1853.  is.  It  has  also  led  to  this,  that  the  Commissioners  of  Woods  and  Forests  have 
got  powers  to  levy  by  some  of  these  various  Acts,  as  much  as  665,000  /.  already, 
and  not  one  penny  of  this  has  been  paid.  It  appears  by  an  Act  of  Parliament 
which  was  introduced  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  a  few  weeks  back,  that 
already  the  interest  upon  this  has  accrued  up  to  350,000  /.  more ;  so  that  it  is 
like  a  rolling  snow-ball ;  and  you  do  not  know  when  there  is  a  chance  of  getting 
out  of  this  thing.  There  has  not  been  a  year  of  the  reign  of  Victoria  without 
some  new  charge  coming  upon  this  fund,  and  without  anybody's  attention  being 
called  to  it ;  it  Ims  been  a  good  milch  cow,  the  city  people  began  it,  and  the 
people  at  the  weH  end,  when  they  found  the  Corporation  were  getting  various 
good  things  out  of  this  London  Bridge  Approaches  Fund,  thought  they  would 
have  a  share  too  :  that  is  the  plain  state  of  the  case.  I  have  now  finished  that 
branch  of  the  subject.  I  beg  next  to  call  attention  to  the  nature  of  the  legislation 
on  the  subject  of  the  duty  on  inland  coals  ;  I  have  before  mentioned  the  Act  of 
Parliament  constituting  the  Grand  Junction  Canal  Company,  and  the  prohibition, 
and  the  subsequent  arrangement  by  which  they  were  empowered  to  bring  in 
50,000  tons  of  coals  per  annum  upon  the  payment  of  the  duty  to  Government, 
and  the  charge  to  the  Corporation  of  London.  The  next  opening  for  the  supply 
of  coals  from  the  inland  counties  was  by  the  Birmingham  Railway.  The 
Birmingham  Railway  Act  is  the  3d  William  Fourth,  chapter  36^  and  that  states, 
that  there  was  a  duty  in  the  reign  of  his  late  Majesty  George  the  Fourth. 

311.  Mr.  Miles.]  It  applies  5ie  coal  duties  to  that  particular  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment ? — Yes. 

312.  What  metes  and  bounds,  near  the  city  of  London,  were  given  in  that 
Act  of  Parliament? — It  specifies  "  that  the  like  duty  per  ton,  as  shall  for  the  time 
being  be  payable  to  such  person  or  persons  as  the  said  Mayor,  Aldermen  and 
Commons,  in  Common  Council  assembled,  shall  direct  or  appoint,  or  to  the 
proper  officer  of  the  Customs  (as  the  case  may  be),  on  coals,  culm,  and  cinders, 
brought  by  the  Grand  Junction  and  Paddington  Canals  nearer  to  London  than 
the  said  stone  or  post  in  Grove  Park  aforesaid,  shall  be  paid  in  like  manner  on 
all  coals,  culm,  and  cinders,  brought  by  the  railway,  hereby  authorized  to  be  made, 
nearer  to  London  than  a  stone  to  be  placed  at  the  entrance  to  the  tunnel  intended 
to  be  made  in  the  township  of  Cashio,  in  the  parish  of  Watford.''  Here  again  is 
the  same  principle  of  legislation ;  you  fix  a  mark ;  your  canal  and  your  railway 
may  bring  coals  to  that  point  and  deliver  them  there,  and  then  the  law  don't 
interfere  with  those  companies-  any  further;  but  if  they  pass  that  mark  on  their 
railway  or  their  canal,  they  become  liable  to  the  duty  by  unloading  coals  nearer 
to  London.  What  I  want  is,  to  let  the  people  of  the  country  carry  on  the  com- 
merce in  coals  in  any  way  that  suits  their  convenience  vnthout  reference  to 
boundary  marks. 

313.  As  far  as  distance  from  the  city  of  London  was  concerned,  was  there  any 
difterence  between  the  Grand  Junction  Canal  Company  and  the  London  and 
Northwestern  Company? — Allow  me  to  state,  as  to  that  point,  that  a  stone 
anciently  fixed  at  Staines  Bridge,  and  the  stone  at  the  north-western  corner  of 
Grove  Park,  and  the  stone  on  the  Birmingham  Railway,  are  very  nearly  at  the 
same  distance  from  the  Post-office,  that  is  20  miles  as  you  go  by  the  road.  But 
the  stone  originally  fixed  on  the  railway  was  rather  nearer,  for  this  reason,  that  if 
they  had  fixed  it  at  exactly  the  same  distance  as  on  the  canal,  it  would  have  been 
in  the  middle  of  the  tunnel,  near  Watford,  and  that  would  have  been  no  mark  at 
all.  At  first  the  stone  on  the  railway  was  fixed  on  the  south  side  of  the  tunnel, 
and  coals  passing  there  become  subject  to  the  London  duty. 

314.  So  that  what  they  had  claimed  previously  as  their  privileges  by  water  on 
the  Grand  Junction  Canal,  they  now  claim  by  railway  on  land  ? — ^Yes.  ^ 

315.  Mr.  Ileadlam.]  Is  there  anything  to  prevent  a  dep6t  being  made  just 
outside  the  limit  of  these  2C  miles  from  London,  and  then  to  have  the  coal 
brought  in  by  carts? — There  was  not  previous  to  the  Act  14  &  15  Victoria  c.  146. 

316.  There  is  nothing  in  the  Act  to  prevent  the  London  and  Birmingham  Rail- 
way Company  making  a  depot  of  that  description  ?— It  expressly  recites  that  it  is 
done  that  they  may  be  on  an  equal  footing.  I  will  not  trouble  you  by  going 
further  through  the  Railway  Acts.  I  have  made  a  sketch  of  the  country,  em- 
bracing the  area  now  rendered  subject  to  taxation  by  the  Act  of  14  &  15  Vict, 
c.  146.     Upon  this  map  is  exhibited  the  Grand  Junction  Canal,  its  junction  with 
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the  Thames  at  Brentford,  and  its  terminus  at  Paddington.     There  is  also  exhi-  J-  Diekinsan,  Esq. 

bited  the  line  of  the  Great  Western  Railway  to  its  terminus  at  Paddington  ;  the 

line  of  the  London  and  North  Western  Railway  to  its  terminus  at  Euston-square  ;      *^  -April  1853. 

the  Great  Northern  Railway  to  its  terminus  at  King's  Cross  ;  the  Eastern  Counties 

Railway,  to  which  there  are   two  considerable  branches,  one  going  northward  to 

Cambridge,  and  the  other  towards  Colchester  and  Harwich,  and  its  termination  at 

Sboreditch,  and  also  other  branches  which  communicate  with  the  port  of  Lortdon. 

I  should  say  that  the  London  and  North  Western  and  the  Great  Northern  have 

also  branches  which  communicate  with  the  port  of  London ;  and  it  is  an  important 

consideration,  that  the  Grand  Junction  Canal  has  the  power  to  deliver  coals,  and 

does  deliver  coals,  in  the  water  of  the  Thames,  and  therefore  into  the  port  of 

London;    and  these  all  have  the  same  power.      I  apprehend  that  all  coals  so 

delivered  into  the  port  of  London,  are,  by  the  2d  and  3d  of  William  the  Fourth, 

liable   to  contribute  to  the  London  Bridge  Approaches  Fund;    but  coals  not 

delivered  into  the  port  of  London  by  the  railway  or  canal  are  not  so  liable.     On 

the  south  side  of  the  River  Thames  there  is  the  South  Western  Railway,  the 

Brighton  Railway,  and  the  South  Eastern  Railway  ;  and  they  all  terminate  in  the 

metropolis  of  course. 

317.  The  Chairman.'l  At  London  Bridge  ? — Yes,  two  at  the  same  point,  London 
Bridge,  the  South  Western  at  Waterloo-road. 

318.  Mr.  Miles.]  If  either  of  those  railways  to  which  you  have  called  our  atten- 
tion delivered  in  the  port  of  London,  they  would  not  be  charged  the  tax  on  sea- 
borne coal  delivered  in  the  port  of  London,  would  they  ? — They  all  pay  the  same 
at  present,  sea-borne  and  inland  coal. 

319.  But  you  conceive  that  they  would  not  be  chargeable  by  any  of  these  Acts 
for  ceals  delivered  by  those  railways? — All  coals  that  are  brought  within  this 
magic  circle,  whether  from  the  north,  south,  east,  or  west,  whether  they  come  from 
the  sea,  or  w  helher  they  come  from  the  land,  are  all  chargeable  with  the  duty  to  the 
Corporation  of  London. 

320.  In  a  previous  answer  of  yours,  you  stated  distinctly  that  you  did  not  con-         ♦ 
ceive  that  coals  so    delivered  by  railway   and  canal   were    chargeable,   if  they 
delivered  in  the  port  of  London  ? — I  do  not  remember  doing  so. 

321.  Chairman.']  Do  you,  by  that  portion  of  your  statement,  intend  to  say  that 
coals  coming  by  railroad  which  do  not  touch  the  water  of  the  Thames,  or  the  city 
of  London,  in  your  opinion,  are  not,  according  to  those  Acts,  liable  to  contribute 
to  the  London  Bridge  Approaches  Fund  ? — Yes,  I  do. 

322.  Mr.  Miles.]  Why  ? — ^For  the  reasons  I  have  stated  in  my  explanation  of 
the  view  I  took  of  the  1st  and  2(1  William  Fourth,  and  also  from  the  rigid  and  accu- 
rate examination  of  the  loth  and  iilh  George  Fourth,  Those  are  the  Acts  that 
constitute  that  fund,  and  I  will  refer  afterwards  to  words  even  in  the  Acts  of 
Victoria,  which  specify  inland  coals  brought  into  the  port  of  London,  The  words 
are  "  Any  coals  brought  by  canal  or  railway  into  the  water  of  Thames,  or  the  port 
of  London,*'  and  I  am  doubtful  whether  "  the  port  of  London  "  would  not  include 
the  city  of  London.  I  think  that  all  coals  which  are  brought  in  by  this  means 
into  the  water  of  the  Thames,  or  the  port  or  city  of  London,  will  be  liable  to  have 
duty  levied  on  them,  and  8  d.  part  of  that  ought  to  be  apportioned  to  the  London 
Bridge  Approaches  Fund,  but  when  they  do  not  come  into  the  port  of  London, 
although  they  pay  to  the  Corporation,  the  Corporation  are  not  bound  to  account 
for  the  duties  so  received  to  the  London  Bridge  Approaches  Fund,  or  to  appro- 
priate the  money  to  the  Approaches  Fund. 

323.  If  they  come  into  the  funds  of  the  Corporation,  and  the  Corporation 
has  a  right  to'  them,  the  Corporation  may  do  what  they  please  with  them  ? — 
Clearly. 

324.  Sir  J.  Walmsley.]  You  do  not  question  the  right  of  the  Corporation  to 
do  what  they  like  with  this  fund  within  that  magic  circle  ? — It  is  in  vain  to  question 
an  Act  of  Parliament. 

325.  01017*1X1071.]  But  you  object  to  the  way  in  which  these  Acts  were  obtained, 
without  due  notice  by  the  C()r|)oration  of  the  effect  of  them  ? — 1  wish  to  point 
out  how  they  were  obtained.  While  this  is  a  question  of  interest  to  railways  on 
the  north  side  of  the  Thames,  because  they  have  all  of  them  communication  with 
the  inland  coal-fields,  it  is  a  question  of  comparatively  no  interest  to  railways  on 
the  south  side  of  the  Thames,  The  railways  on  the  north  side  of  the  Thames 
mij5ht  have  struggled  for  the  permission,  but  they  have  not  thought  proper  to 
contend  for  it. 
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J.  Dickinson  f  Esq.      326.  Mr.  Head/am.]  There  being  no  provision  of  that  kind  as  to  the  south  of 

London,  would  it  not  have  been  worth  while  to  have  coals  brought  fiom  the 

28  April  1853.     southern   ports? — I  think  not;  the  expenses  of  the  sea  voyage  would  be  too 
great. 

327.  Sir  •/.  Duke.^  Are  there  not  stones  on  the  railways  on  the  south  side  of 
the  Thames  ?— There  are  stones  on  all  the  railways ;  I  take  for  granted  there  are, 
but  I  do  not  know  it.  I  only  know  of  n^y  own  knowledge  about  those  on  the 
north  side. 

328.  Sir  J.  Walmsley.']  You  have  spoken  of  certain  Railway  Acts  giving  the 
power  to  levy  these  tolls;  do  you  mean  to  say,  irrespective  of  those  Railway  Acts, 
the  city  of  London  had  not  the  power  to  levy  those  tolls  within  tliat  magic  circle  ? 
— The  power,  in  the  first  instance,  was  necessarily  given  by  the  Canal  Act, 
because  they  had  not  the  power  before.  The  power  was  correspondent  with  the 
government  tax.  A  tax  on  sea-borne  coal  is  all  the  Corporation  were  previously 
entitled  to.  They  had  not  the  power,  or  the  right,  or  the  pretension  to  levy  a  tax 
on  inland  coals  brought  to  Ix)ndon.  They  have  their  water  of  Thames,  and  their 
own  charter,  as  they  proved  it  in  the  Act  of  the  1st  and  2d  of  William  the  4th. 
That  was  their  properly ;  but  now  they  want  to  cut  oft'  the  people  of  this  country 
from  freedom  of  comnierce  in  coals.  The  Corporation  have  been  advocating  free 
trade  to  the  widest  extent,  and  at  the  same  time  setting  up  an  Act  for  protection. 

329.  Chairman^  Yantlet  Creek  is  beyond  that  magic  circle? — Yes,  but  as 
regards  the  water  of  Thames,  and  the  port,  it  is  perpetual. 

330.  Are  you  aware,  Yantlet  Creek  being  beyond  that  magic  circle,  whether 
a  tax  is  levied  as  far  as  that,  by  those  original  Acts,  or  whether  the  city  has  con- 
tracted their  circle?— I  do  not  recollect  with  sufficient  precision  to  answer  the 
question. 

331.  Sir  J.  JValmsley.']  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  the  first  Act  by  which  the  city 
of  London  claimed  the  payment  of  dues  for  the  extended  line,  was  obtained 
through  the  Act  of  Parliament  of  the  Grand  Junction  Canal? — Yes. 

•  332.  And  which  power  they  have  continued  in  each  Railway  Bill  ever  since  r 

— Yes ;  they  got  them  all  separately,  first. 

333.  What  is  the  date  of  the  Grand  Junction  Act.^ — The  33d  of  George  the 
Third,  1793,  but  they  did  not  bring  any  coals  at  first;  they  took  a  long  lime  to 
form  the  canal.  I  think  the  canal  was  opened  in  1801,  and  they  almost  imme- 
diately commenced,  in  defiance  of  that  Act,  to  deliver  coals  in  the  immediate 
neighbourhood.  They  carried  them  to  Harrow ;  but  they  did  not  venture  into 
the  Thames.  This  was  questioned,  of  course,  and  they  then  got  permission  to 
bring  to  the  extent  of  50,000  tons  per  annum  south  of  that  stone,  but  charge- 
able with  the  duty  to  the  Corporation  of  London,  just  the  same  as  if  they  hud 
come  by  the  water  of  Thames,  or  to  the  port  o(  London. 

334.  And  to  the  Crown } — Yes. 

335.  Mr.  Miles^  Looking  at  the  increased  facilities  of  access  to  London,  do 
you  not  think  that,  as  these  facilities  were  opened,  if  the  Corporation  had  not 
taken  power  in  the  Acts  applied  for  by  these  different  Conjpanies  to  insert  some 
such  clause  for  the  supply  of  inland  coal,  that  it  would  have  totally  thrown  over, 
or  nearly  so,  the  dues  which  they  received  from  sea-borne  coal  ? — I  am  quite 
convinced  it  would  not,  because  I  have  made  repeated  experiments  as  to  the 
value  of  the  two  sorts  of  coal,  and  it  is  in  the  proportion  of  13  to  19.  The 
inland  coal  produces  less  in  power  in  the  proportion  of  13  to  19. 

336.  Still,  are  you  aware,  that  in  the  case  of  the  Great  Northern  Company,  a 
considerable  coal  trade  has  sprung  up  ? — ^Yes ;  but  they  bring  better  coals  than 
those  from  the  midland  counties. 

337.  Are  you  aware  of  the  difference  between  the  price  of  Newcastle  coal 
and  the  Great  Northern  coal? — I  cannot  say  that  I  am  able  to  answer  that  question. 

338.  If  I  find  the  difference  to  be  this,  that  whereas  I  should  have  to  pay  24^. 
a  ton  for  Newcastle  coals,  and  that  I  can  for  ready  money  obtain,  delivered  at 
my  house  in  London,  the  Great  Northern  coal  for  175.;  do  not  you  think  that 
unless  some  duly  had  been  levied  upon  the  Great  Northern  coal,  that  it  must  have 
had  a  very  strong  effect  upon  the  sea-borne  coal  and  the  revenues  of  the  city  of 
London? — You  are  touching  now  upon  questions  which  have  been  very  much 
agitated  in  Parliament  and  elsewhere,  as  to  Free  Trade.  People  have  not  found 
the  results  of  Free  Trade  so  disastrous  as  was  anticipated.  I  find  no  diminution 
to  speak  of,  that  has  resulted  yet  from  that  competition.  The  importation  of  coal 
by  sea  in  1832  was  2,139,078  tons,  and  in  1851  it  was  3,236,542  tons;  in  1852^ 
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ivhcn  there  was  a  much  keener  competition  by  the  coals  brought  by  the  Great  /.  2}§ekw46n,  Esq. 

Northern,  and  that  is  really  the  coal  that  has  tried  them,  the  quantity  of  eea-        

borne  coal,  culm,  and  cinders,  was  3,330,428  tons.  38  April  1853. 

339.  State  also  the  quantity  of  inland  coals  in  those  respective  periods  ? — ^The 
inland  coal  in  1851  was  272,114  tons;  and  in  1852,  414,916  tons. 

340.  Proportionably,  then,  there  is  a  greater  increase  00  the  inland  coals  than 
there  is  on  the  sea-borne  coals  r — Proportionably  there  is  a  greater  increase  ;  but 
at  the  same  time  there  is  an  increase  of  rather  more  than  1 00,000  tons  of  sea- 
borne coals  in  1852  over  1851. 

341.  How  much  more  was  there  on  canals  and  railroads? — ^The  canals  and 
railroads  are  about  414,000  against  272,000,  being  about  150,000  tons. 

342.  Now,  do  you  not  think,  in  such  a  trade  as  coal,  if  a  tax  had  not  been 
levied  on  that  coal  introduced  by  the  Great  Norihem  Company,  that  the  supply 
would  not  have  been  larger,  and  would  not  that  have  had  some  effect  in  keeping 
the  competition  down  ? — I  should  think  it  would. 

343.  And  consequently  the  competition  would  have  been  keener ;  and  if  it  had 
been  keener,  of  course  if  there  had  been  no  duty  on  the  inland-borne  coal,  and  a 
duty  on  sea-borne  coal,  taking  it  as  a  trading  question,  the  consumption  of  the 
sea-borne  coal  would  have  been  reduced,  while  that  of  the  inland-borne  coal 
would  have  been  increased  ? — I  do  not  know ;  the  growth  of  the  city  on  the 
north  side  is  now  so  rapid  and  so  large,  that  I  think,  in  the  course  of  a  very  short 
time  the  Great  Northern  Company  will  not  be  able  to  supply  them. 

344.  Sir  J.  Walmsley.']  Then  to  that  extent  of  the  increase,  the  people  con- 
suming coals  would  be  injured  ? — Benefited. 

345.  They  would  be  injured  by  the  is.  id.  proposed  increase  ? — There  is  no 
proposed  increase  ;  the  increase  is  in  operation. 

346.  You  were  asked  whether  there  would  not  be  a  much  greater  increase  in 
the  quantity  of  inland  coal  brought  to  London,  provided  they  had  not  to  pay 
that  I  s.  I  d.  per  ton ;  then  would  not  the  people  have  been  injured  to  that  extent  ? 
— You  mean  the  inland  coal  proprietors. 

347.  No,  the  consumer  here,  because  there  would  be  a  greater  quantity  at  a 
less  price  r— Yes,  but  that  would  not  injure  the  consumer. 

348.  Sir  /.  Duke.']  You  have  stated  that  the  increase  in  the  importation  of 
aea-borne  coal  was  100,000  tons  in  1851  and  1^52? — Yes. 

349.  Was  not  that  importation  less  than  in  1845  ? — It  was  less. 

350.  What  was  the  importation  in  1845?— 3,403,320  tons;  in  the  year  1844 
the  impoitation  of  sea-borne  coal  was  no  more  than  2,490,910  ions,  and  from 
some  extraordinary  cause,  w  hether  it  was  frost  or  what,  I  do  not  know,  but  in  the 
year  1845  there  was  an  increase  of  nearly  one  million  of  tons  over  1844. 

351  •  Do  you  remember  the  time  when  the  drawback  was  given  to  coal  going 
out  of  the  port  of  London  ? — I  am  not  aware  of  that. 

352.  Mr.  Masierman.]  Y'ou  have  been  giving  a  good  deal  of  evidence  about  the 
coal  tiade,  are  you  in  any  May  connected  with  that  trade,  or  are  you  only  pursuing 
the  calling  of  a  paper-maker? — I  consume  so  much  coal,  that  I  have  been  led  to 
obtain  a  great  deal  of  information  about  it.  I  am  in  constant  communication 
with  my  coal  merchant  in  London. 

353.  You  were  asked  whether  you  were  in  any  way  connected  with  the  coal 
trade  ? — No,  I  am  not ;  but  1  have  paid  9,000  /.  a  year  for  coal  sometimes,  before 
now. 

354.  Chairman.]  Do  you  appear  before  the  Committee  as  a  large  consumer  of 
coal  ? — Yes. 

355-  Sir  J.  Duke.]  Will  you  also  state  what  are  the  other  years  in  which  it  is 
less  ;  did  it  not  drop  in  the  year  1 846  to  2,953,755  tons  ? — Yes,  and  it  has  gone 
on  very  uniformly  since  that ;  but  it  is  a  very  large  trade,  and  I  understand  now 
that  the  freights  are  exceedingly  high,  and  that  there  is  great  difficulty  in  carrying 
on  the  trade. 

356.  Are  you  aware  that  the  coal-owners  of  the  north  complained  to  Parlia- 
ment and  to  the  Corporation,  and  to  everybody  that  they  thought  had  any  power, 
requiring  them,  in  justice  tq  the  sea-borne  coal,  to  take  care  that  these  stones  were 
placed  on  the  railways? — There  is  no  doubt  the  Corporation  and  the  coal-owners 
in  the  north  acted  together;  their  combined  power  would  have  stopped  the 
respective  Bills  from  parsing,  if  they  had  not  got  the  stones  fixed  there. 

357.  Mr.  JJeadlam.]  Do  you  know  anything  of  it,  of  your  own  knowledge? — 
No. 
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/.  Hkhm^nt  £tfq.       3^8.  Mr.  MiksJ]  Supposing  the  Acts  of  Parliament  repealed^  relative  to  the 

.^       inland- borne  coal,  do  you  not  think  that  that  would  have  a  most  prejudicial  effect 

sB  April  1859.  upon  the  Customs  now  levied  and  taken  for  different  purposes  by  the  Corpora- 
tion on  sea-borne  coal  ? — I  can  hardly  say  at  present ;  I  consider  the  consump- 
tion of  sea-borne  coal  is  exceedingly  limited  by  the  hi^  prices  of  freight ;  I  am 
paying  three  or  four  shilling  a  ton  more  now  for  sea-borne  coal^  than  I  have  at 
other  times ;  I  use  a  great  many  of  tbem  still. 

359.  That  does  not  in  the  same  way  affect  the  railways  ? — ^That  do^  not  affect 
the  railways. 

360.  The  consequence  is,  not  only  that  you  have  an  increased  price  on  the 
coal,  but  an  increased  price  in  the  freight  of  the  sea-borne  coal? — Yes. 

361.  But  that  is  not  the  case,  as  far  as  the  canal  coal  and  the  railway  coal 
goes  ? — Of  course  they  are  not  affected  by  the  increase  of  maritime  freights. 

j^fi.  Does  it  not  strike  yon,  if  the  freights  keep  up,  and  you  do  away  with  tlie 
tax  on  the  inland-borne  coal,  that  it  will  be  totally  impracticable,  as  the  railroadft 
are  all  now  reducing  their  fares,  to  collect  the  same  revenue  on  the  sea-borne  coal 
as  you  do  now,  if  you  take  away  all  tl)e  duty  on  the  inland-borne  coal  ?— -I  have  no 
doubt  you  would  not  collect  the  same  revenue,  but  you  would  collect  very  nearly 
the  same  revenue.  The  quantity  of  coals  brought  by  railway  is  exceedingly 
limited  in  proportion  to  the  sea-borne  coal. 

363.  At  present  from  the  Welsh  coal-fields,  and  from  the  Somersetshire  coal- 
fields, and  the  Gloucestershire  coaUfielda,  there  is  a  vei*y  Bhort  supply  to  London  ? 
—There  are  plenty  of  means  for  carrying  it, 

364.  They  are  not  opened  sufficiently  yet ;  but  at  present  there  are  open  rail- 
roads and  branches  to  all  these  coal-fields  ;  do  3^u  not  think  then  that  the  sea- 
borne coals  will  not  only  have  the  oompetition  now  of  the  Great  Northern  and  the 
North  Western  coals,  but  that  they  will  likewise  have  the  cotnpetition  of  the  South 
Wales  coals  and  the  Somersetshire  coals  ? — I  have  reason  to  know,  from  being  an 
auditor  <rf  the  Great  Western  Ccwnpany,  that  the  charges  for  conveyapce  are  so 
great,  that  I  should  not  be  apprehensive  at  all  of  the  competition  of  Welsh  coals  or 
the  inland  coals  brought  to  London  by  means  of  the  railways.  Immediately  out- 
side, at  Maidenhead,  they  do  not  get  coals  from  that  coutttry  now. 

365.  Ckairvian.]  With  regard  to  your  own  county  of  Hertfordshire,  is  it  not  the 
fact  at  this  moment,  tliat  such  is  the  demand  for  coals  that  the  Great  Northern 
Railway  cannot  supply  that  county  with  what  ife  required  ?— 'I  cannot  sp^ak  of  toy 
own  knowledge  as  to  that ;  I  can  say  this,  that  I  have  ill  Hertfordshire,  on  the 
rivers  Gade  and  Colne,  five  mills,  within  an  interval  of  eight  miles.  Now  at  tWo 
of  those  mills,  nearest  to  London,  I  never  use  any  inland  coals  at  all.  It  answers 
my  purpose  very  much  better  to  bring  down  sea-borne  coals  at  all  times,  notwith- 
standing the  duty,  rather  than  to  use  thrae  inland  coalsv  At  the  middle  mill  of 
the  five  it  is  a  matter  of  chance.  Sometimes  iiiland  coals  hkve  the  advantage, 
aod  sometimes  sea-borne  coals.  But  on  the  average,  I  have  used  at  least  an  equal 
quantity  of  sea-borne  coals  at  the  middle  mill.  Sometimes  I  have  carried  them  up 
to  the  further  mills.  The  thing  is  brought  to  that  balaihre  by  the  inequality  in 
the  value  of  the  coals,  and  the  duty  we  pay  on  sea-borne  coal  is  reimbursed  to  us 
by  the  superior  value  of  the  article. 

366.  Sir  /.  Walmslej/.']  Is  the  chief  bulk  of  inland  coal  brought  by  the  Great 
Nortbeni  and  the  London  and  North  Western  ? — By  far  the  chief  part.  In  1851 
the  London  and  North  Western  brought  110,163  tons;  the  Great  Northern 
1 1 1,976  tons ;  the  Great  Western,  from  the  Radsto^k  collieries  and  Wales,  25,152 
tons;  the  South  Eastern  brought  5,319 tons;  and  the  Eastern  Counties- brought 
5,296  tons ;  and  the  c-anals,  24,206  tons. 

367.  Are  all  those  coals  which  you  have  spoken  of  as  coming  by  the  Grand 
Juiiction,  by  the  Great  Northerii,  by  the  London  and  North  Western,  arid  by  the 
Great  Western,  chiefly  delivered  at  the  north-west  of  Ixjndon  P-— They  are  deli*- 
vered  at  the  north-west  of  London ;  and  they  are  delivered  for  the  consutrlption  etf 
the  country.  It  is  but  a  very  small  proportion  of  those  c6tlls  which  conre  to 
London,  although  the  duty  is  levied  uf>on  the  whole  of  them. 

368.  Is  that  district  of  London  increasing  very  i^pidly  in  population  r— *Vety 
much  indeed  ;  they  are  buikiing  enormously  upon  it,  and  there  is  also  a  prodigioo^ 
increase  of  inhabitants. 

369.  Can  you  tell  its  the  difference  of  expense  betweefi  delivering  the  coab 
by  the  Great  Northern,  or  the  North  W-estern,  or  the  Gr^at  Western,  in  that 
Histrict  of  London,  and  the  cost  of  bringing  coals  from  the  Pool  to  that  district? 
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— The  lowest  fraght  that  i  have  ever  paid  for  cotfe  eanried  from  the  Pootte  my    /.  DicHmw^Eaa 
mill  nearest  to  London,  has  been  4s.  3  J.  per  ton.  

370.  Sir  J.  Dmkc]  Was  that  by  railway? — No,  by  the  Grand  Junction     «8  April  1853. 
Csinal. 

371.  Sir  J.  WiUitui^']  What  is  the  cost  of  those  that  are  delivered  flrom  the 
railways  that  we  have  spoken  of  ?*-^I  have  never  had  any  coal  by  the  railways 
at  all ;  I  once  had  some  peeuUar  coals  down  for  gas-works,  and  that  h  all.  *  I 
cannot  speak  abent  them. 

372.  Chairman^]  Can  you  tell  the  expense  of  carrying  coals  from  the  river 
up  to  that  portion  of  Londeo  where  the  Great  Northern  terminus  is,  at  King's 
Cross  ? — J  cannot  tell  you ;  I  must  beg  leave  to  point  out  this,  that  I  consider 
the  inhabitants  of  the  district  just  within  the  circle,  are  nearly  as  badly  off  with 
respect  to  the  supply  of  coals,  as  the  inhabitants  of  any  portion  of  Great  Britain. 
I  will  give  yon  a  proof  of  it.  I  live  at  Abbot's  Langley ;  all  the  coals  I  use 
in  my  house  I  bring  from  London,  because  they  are  a  more  agreeable  coal  to 
use ;  I  should  not  think  of  using  any  inland  coal ;  hut  we  are  all  in  that 
sstuatioD,  that  it  is  a  balance  whether  it  is  cheaper  for  us  to  have  the  expense 
of  the  carriage  from  the  Pool  down  towards  the  margin  of  the  circle,  or  whether 
it  is  cheapear  to  get  the  inland  coal. 

373.  With  re|p;ard  to  the  circle,  can  you  say  whether  any  stones  or  any  marks 
hsTe  been  put  on  any  of  the  turnpike  roads  in  your  district? — Yes. 

374.  1  will  Just  read  the  question  that  I  pat  to  Mr,  Scott  the  other  day,  and  you 
will  then  tell  me  whether  you  can  give  me  any  information.  The  question  was, 
^^  Aa  regards  turnpike  roads  ?''  The  answer  is,  '*  I  do  not  think  there  were  any 
stones  placed  on  the  turnpike  roads;"  can  you  give  any  information  as  to 
whether  there  were  any  marks  on  any  of  the  roards  in  Hertfordshire  ? — ^Yes,  I  can. 
There  is  a  mark  on  the  turnpike  road  of  the  same  distance  from  London  as  the 
ttadc  on  the  railway  and  the  mark  on  the  canal,  and  all  three  of  them  are  very 
near  to  my  mill.  There  is  a  mark  and  a  post  which  I  have  seen  on  the  road 
from  Two- Waters  where  coals  are  loaded  to  St.  Alban's.  St.  Albtn's  is  just  within 
the  distance,  and  there  is  a  post  set  ap  on  the  road,  and  all  coals  passing  that  post 
have  to  pay  the  tax. 

375.  Can  you  state  when  those  post*  or  marks  were  erected,  owing  to  that  Act? 
— ^They  were  erected  last  year,  but  I  could  n«  specify  the  exact  time  of  the 
year. 

376.  Then  the  effect  would  be,  supposing  any  wharf  were  established  outside 
the  area  of  tajoition,  for  the  purpese  of  conveying  ooals,  and  landingxoals,  placing 
them  in  carts  and  carrying  them  within  the  area,  that  practically  could  not  be  done 
without  the  city  lax  b^ng  levied  on- the  reads^  the  same  as  it  is  on  the  railway  ? — 
Certainly.  I  waB  going  over  to  St.  Atban's  on  Saturday  last  to  the  quarter 
sessions,  and  I  made  particular  inquiries  of  the  waggoners  on  the  road,  and  they 
s«id  the  people  on  the  wharf  charged  them  with  the  duty,  knowing  that  they  had 
to  pass  the  post,  and  that  they  accounted  for  it  to  the  Corporation,  and  that  the 
Corporation  forced  them  to  do  it,  and  said,  ^^  Yon  shall  not  have  the  drawback 
naless  yon  do  \tJ* 

377.  Can  you  state  whether  thoM  stoftnes  were  fixed  by  the  surveyor  of  the 
roaite  P'-Tbey  are  fixed  according  to  the  Act  of  Parliament. 

378.  By  whom  r — I  will  just  read  it  to  you. 

379.  Can  yott  tell  who  actually  was  appointed  to  fix  those  stones? — I  know  the 
surveyor  of  the  roads  met  the  engineer  of  the  Corporation ;  that  the  point  was 
fixed  upon,  and  the  Corporation  fixed  them.  The  turnpike  road  was  a  new  thing 
alto^ther  about  the  stones. 

380.  That  did  not  exist  previously  to  the  Act? — No,  the  commerce  of  the 
country  in  coal  was  perfectly  free  before  that. 

381.  Turn  to  the  clause  of  the  Act,  and  see  whether  the  words  *^  Turnpike 
roftds  "  is  in  it  ?— Yes.  The  Act  of  the  14th  and  15th  Victoria,  chapter  146, 
section  1 8,  states,  "  That  every  surveyor  of  highways,  any  portion  of  whose  dis- 
trict shall  be  within  the  London  district,  shall  within  30  days  after  having  been 
re<|uired  so  to  do  by  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Commons,  agree  and  determine 
in  conjunetioo,  or  at  his  option  appoint  some  engineer  or  surveyor  to  agree  and 
determine,  in  conjuncticwi  with  an  engineer  or  surveyor  to  be  appointed  by  the 
Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Commons,  the  point  on  any  turnpike  road,  or  public  highway 
witliin  his  district  which  shall  be  distant  20  miles  from  the  General  Post-office  ; 
and  in  case  such  suift^eyor  of  highways,  or  the  engineer  or  surveyor  appointed  by 
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J.  Dukitisiifti  E^q.  him,  and  the  engiaeer  or  surveyor  to  be  appointed  by  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and 
^       ;  Commons,  shall  be    unable  to  agree,  as  to  the  situation  of  such  point,  they  shall 

^^  -^P"'  »^53.  appoint  some  other  engineer  or  surveyor  as  arbitrator,  to  determine  the  situation 
thereof,  and  when  and  as  such  point  shall  have  been  so  determined,  the  Mayor, 
Aldermen,  and  Conimons  shall,  at  their  own  expense,  place  or  erect  at  such 
point,  a  boundary  stone,  or  some  other  permanent  mark,  and  such  boundary  stone, 
or  other  mark,  when  so  placed  or  erected  as  aforesaid,  shall  for  ever  thereafler  be 
deemed  and  taken  to  be  correctly  placed  or  erected  at  the  distance  of  20  miles 
from  the  General  Post-office,  and  shall  be  and  be  deemed  to  be  the  commence* 
ment  or  termination,  as  the  case  may  be,  of  the  London  district" 

381*.  To  your  own  knowledge  are  there  any  bye  lanes  where  these  marks  are 
not  put  up,  and  where  it  would  be  possible  to  bring  in  coals? — ^Tbere  are  some, 
but  everybody  passing  within  the  distance,  whether  there  is  a  mark  or  not,  is  liable 
to  the  payment  of  the  duty,  and  to  a  penalty  of  100  /.  if  they  fail  in  doing  it. 

382.  Are  you  aware  of  any  instance  of* the  penalty  having  been  enforced? — 
No ;  but  I  am  aware  of  this,  that  I  claim  a  right  of  landing  coals  on  my  own 
land  outside  the  new  marginal  distance,  and  of  conveying  them  on  my  own  land 
from  the  place  where  they  are  landed  to  my  mill,  for  consumption,  which  is  a 
distance  of  about  120  yards.  The  line  happened  to  fall  between  those  two 
points,  and  I  wrote  a  letter  to  the  Corporation  to  say  that  I  claimed  the  right  to 
do  so  on  my  own  land ;  they  requested  an  interview,  and  I  sent  my  solicitor  to 
represent  me.  He  had  an  interview  with  the  Goal  and  Corn  Committee,  who 
were  very  polite  to  him ;  but  they  told  him  they  would  refuse  me  permission  to 
do  so.  1  stated  that  I  would  not  receive  anything  as  a  favour  from  them ;  but 
they  stated,  moreover,  that  supposing  I  had  to  convey  coals  by  barge  from  Lon- 
don past  the  stone,  and  land  them  there  outside  the  circle,  they  knowing  that  I 
intended  to  use  them  at  my  mill,  would  not  allow  me  to  receive  the  drawback. 

383.  When  you  landed  those  coals,  and  carried  them  across  on  your  own  land, 
within  the  circle  of  the  Corporation's  taxation,  did  you  carry  them  along  any 
highway  or  turnpike-road  ? — No  road  at  all. 

384.  Did  the  Corporation  exact  from  you  the  lax  for  conveying  those  coals? — 
They  refused  me  the  drawback,  which  is  the  same  thing. 

385.  Were  they  sea-borne  coals  from  London?— Yes;  I  pay  a  tax  on  the 
country  coal ;  at  least,  other  people  pay  it  for  me ;  the  pit  pays  iu 

386.  Did  this  sea-borne  coal  go  beyond  the  circle  ? — Yes ;  they  went  beyond 
the  circle,  beyond  the  stone. 

387.  And  you  there  unloaded  them  ? — Yes ;  but  they  were  used  within  the 
circle. 

388.  And  they  would  not  grant  you  the  drawback  although  they  were  carried 
beyond  the  circle? — ^No;  I  would  have  tried  it  in  an  action  with  them,  but  they 
are  the  judges  in  their  own  case,  by  this  Act.  I  never  saw  such  an  Act  in  my 
life.  Poor  ignorant  people  have  all  these  certificates  to  look  to,  and  to  give  notice 
as  to  the  removing  of  coals ;  and,  moreover,  there  is  this  in  it,  if  you  carry  a 
quarter  of  a  ton  of  coal  by  a  donkey-cart,  as  I  have  seen  it  carried  to  St.  Albans, 
they  are  made  to  pay  the  duty  on  that ;  but  if  you  want  to  get  the  drawback,  you 
cannot  claim  it  unless  you  are  carrying  20  tons. 

389.  You  were  in  the  room  the  last  time  the  Committee  met,  and  saw  the  map 
produced  by  the  Corporation  ? — Yes. 

390.  Do  you  reside  in  that  portion  of  the  circle  which  has  been  according  to 
that  map  lately  included  by  the  Act.^ — I  have  a  separate  place  of  residence.  I 
live  without  the  circle. 

391.  But  you  carry  on  business  within  the  circle  ? — I  have  three  mills  within 
the  circle. 

392.  That  were  not  taxed  previously  ? — ^Two  which  were  liable  to  the  coal- 
tax,  one  which  previous  to  the  Act  14  &  15  Vict.,  was  not  subject  to  the  tax  on 
inland  coaLs.  I  wish  to  call  attention  to  the  portion  of  the  Corporation  map 
which  is  coloured,  and  wliich  is  on  the  north  side  and  the  west  side  of  the  circle. 
It  extends  up  to  Saffron  Walden  ;  and  1  should  wish  to  point  out  the  monstrous 
abburdily  of  clain:ing  that  as  a  right  of  taxation,  and  claiming  any  advantage 
given  to  that  portion  of  the  country,  by  the  change  made  in  the  Act  in  the  year 
1851.  The  reason  of  that  Act  passing  was,  that  by  the  Great  Northern  Railway 
aiMl  hy  the  branches  of  the  Eastern  Counties,  all  this  north-western  populous  dis- 
trict had  been  fully  supplied  with  coals.  That  was  the  reason  of  their  being 
absolved  from  the  payment  of  the  duty  on  sea-borne  coals.     The  Great  Northern 
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came  and  supplied  them  with  coals  at  a  cheaper  rate  ;  therefore  it  put  an  end  to   J.  I>ic*iiwo»,Ega. 

the  conveyance  of  coal  from  London,  unless  people  like  myself,  would  have  the        '— 

sea  coal  as  a  luxury  On  the  western  side  of  London  they  were  getting  up  coals  «•  April  1853. 
in  small  quantities  from  Radstock,  and  they  supplied  the  neighbourhood  about 
Maidenhead.  The  Corpor«ttion  would  not  have  done  this  of  their  own  accord  ;  but 
the  coal-owners  of  the  north  applied  to  them  to  release  sea-borne  coals  from  the 
duty  on  passing  inland  out  of  the  circle,  pointing  out  that  their  country  trade  in 
coals  would  be  very  much  diminished,  if  not  destroyed,  provided  they  had  to 
pay  the  duty.  I  beg  to  point  out  that  a  great  deal  of  the  sea-borne  coal  is  con- 
sumed throughout  this  northern  part  of  the  circle ;  but  there  is  no  reason  why  those 
people  should  not  be  supplied  with  coal  from  the  inland  coal-fields.  I  cannot 
conceive  what  monopoly  the  Corporation  of  the  city  of  London  is  entitled  to  upon 
that.  The  Charter  gives  them  the  water  of  Thames  and  the  port  of  London^ 
and  they  fortuitously  have  the  supply  of  all  the  district  within  the  magic  circle 
with  sea-borne  coals. 

393.  Your  mills  are  situated  on  that  part  of  the  map  which  is  not  coloured  blue, 
but  which  is  within  the  circle  ? — No,  my  mills  are  some  of  them  within  the  part 
coloured  blue.     I  have  two  mills  without  the  circle,  and  three  within  it. 

394.  Are  those  three  that  are  within  the  circle  outside  what  is  painted  blue  oti 
the  map,  or  not  ? — One  of  them  is  outside  the  part  painted  blue. 

395.  Then  that  has  now  come  into  the  area  of  taxation  since  that  Act,  for  the 
first  time  ? — Yes,  but  there  is  a  great  deal  more  brought  into  the  taxation  besides 
that,  because  by  the  Excise  clauses,  they  now  follow  carts  and  waggons  in  all 
directions.  And  previously  to  this  Act,  when  the  coals  were  landed  from  the 
wharf,  or  delivered  from  the  railway  at  the  wharf,  there  was  an  end  of  it;  but 
now  you  cannot  take  half  a  ton  of  coals  in  any  direction  within  the  circle  without 
being  liable  to  the  duty ;  previously  to  that,  they  used  to  take  the  coals  within 
the  circle  many  miles.  It  is  the  most  complete  principle  of  taxation  that  can  be 
conceived. 

396.  It  is  either  on  the  railways,  the  canals,  the  turnpike  roads,  or  the  bye 
roads? — ^Now  you  cannot,  if  this  Act,  14  &  15  Victoria,  be  acted  upon. 

397.  Or  even  on  your  own  land  ? — No. 

398.  Mr.  Lowe.']  You  say  that  on  the  turnpike  roads,  before  this  Act,  you 
could  move  them  ? — ^Yes. 

399.  And  go  across  the  circle  ? — ^Yes. 

400.  And  that  this  Act  has  stopped  up  one  avenue  which  was  open  before  ? — 
Almost  all  the  avenues  that  were  open  before. 

401.  ChairTnan.]  Although  the  city  might  claim  that  they  had  the  power  of 
taxation  within  that  area,  the  fact  was,  that  there  was  no  mark  on  the  turnpike 
roads  till  that  Act  passed  ? — ^No ;  there  was  an  Act  which  preceded  this  one,  on 
which  this  is  founded.  The  original  Acts  were  the  Acts  of  the  canals  and  the 
railways,  and  there  they  got  the  power  to  fix  the  stone.  There  was  no  other 
impediment  to  commerce  in  coals  but  that.  Then  they  got,  very  artfully,  in  1845, 
another  Act  of  the  8th  and  9th  Victoria,  chapter  101,  and  in  that  Act,  for  the 
first  time,  they  got  those  words  introduced,  the  effect  of  which  nobody  noticed, 
and  which  were  never  acted  upon.  The  thing  was  totally  dormant;  but  they  got 
these  words,  that  they  must  not  import  "  within  the  cities  of  London  and  West- 
minster, and  the  borough  of  Southwark,  or  to  any  place  within  the  distance  of 
20  miles  from  the  General  Post-oflGice  in  the  city  of  London,  by  any  railway 
already  constructed,  or  hereafter  to  be  constructed,  or  by  inland  navigation,  or 
by  any  other  mode  of  conveyance."  Nobody  adverted  to  those  words  at  the 
time.  They  were  a  caput  mortuum.  They  had  no  effect.  People  carried  their 
coals  in  spite  of  this  just  as  before ;  but  now  they  have  got  stringent  clauses,  and 
if  you  infringe  on  this  Act  you  are  liable  to  100 1,  penalty. 

402.  By  that  Act,  in  point  of  fact,  for  the  first  time  coals  could  be  charged  on 
turnpike-roads,  or  bye-roads,  or  a  man's  own  land  ? — Yes,  and  the  Act  that  men- 
tions them  prescribes  the  right  of  putting  up  the  stone  or  post  anywhere. 

403.  Mr.  Miles.]  In  the  first  Act  of  1845,  there  are  the  comprehensive  words, 
**  or  by  any  other  means ;"  but  by  that  there  were  no  penalties  attached  ? — Y^es. 

404.  That  was  followed  by  the  Act  of  1851,  by  which  penalties  were  attached  ? 
—Yes. 

405.  Chairman.]  And  it  put  marks? — Yes. 

406.  Could  it  be  dune  as  there  were  no  marks,  and  consequently  the  limits  on 
the  turnpike  roads  could  not  be  pointed   out? — There  were  stones  or  posts  put 
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J.Dickinsony^s(i.  up  on  the  turnpike  roads  to  denote  the  range  of  the  tax  after  the  Act  14  &  15. 

Vict.,  but  not  before. 

aS  April  L853,         407.  But  they  would  not  be  on  the  bye  roads  ? — Yes ;  there  is  now  a  mark  on 
the  road  from  Two- Waters  to  St.  Alban's,  which  is  a  bye-road. 

408.  Mr.  Miles.']  Then  what  you  wish  to. bring  before  this  Committee  is,  that 
an  Act  should  be  passed  repealing  the  Acts  of  1845  ^"^  ^^5^  ^^  regards  roads^ 
and  that  as  before  1845  you  could  convey  your  coals  as  you  pleased  within  the 
roajjic  circle,  wi  roads  and  bye  roads,  and  on  your  own  ground ;  but  as  the  Act  of 
1 845  gave  a  power  to  the  Corporation  over  other  conveyances,  except  canals  and 
railroads,  and  subsequently  by  the  Act  of  1851  gave  penalties  to  attach  to  those 
who  conveyed  them  in  any  way  whatever  ;  what  you  wish  is,  that  you  should  have 
the  power  of  conveying  coals  over  turnpike-roads,  bye-roads,  and  your  owa 
ground?—-!  am  not  satisfied  with  that;  the  Act  of  1851  enlarged  the  area  of 
taxation  immensely  ;  it  carried  it  two  miles  further  on  each  side  of  London,  This 
imaginary  blue  haze  over  the  map,  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  question  at  issue 
at  all. 

409.  Mr.  Lowe.']  What  would  satisfy  yon  ? — It  would  satisfy  me  if  the  inland 
coals  were  allowed  to  pass ;  we  will  say  they  might  be  made  to  pay  at  the  last 
terminus,  if  the  port  of  London  should  include  the  Bills  of  Mortality ;  but  the 
commerce  of  coal,  independent  of  that,  should  be  free  in  all  respects.  It  is  a^ 
most  injurious  thing  to  the  country,  and  this  last  Act  is  the  most  offensive  thing 
that  ever  passed  any  Parliament, 

410.  Mr.  Miles.]  In  previous  answers  you  have  stated,  that  in  comparison  to 
the  sea-borne  coal,  the  inland  coal  is  so  worthless,  that  actually  notwithstanding, 
the  distance,  the  sea-borne  coal  would  be  used  in  preference  to  the  inland  ? — No ; 
I  stated  that  at  my  two  paper-mills  farthest  from  London,  I  generally  used  the 
inland  coal.  I  should  use  it  at  the  middle  one,  if  I  could  have  it  without  paying 
this  duty. 

41 1.  But,  laying  aside  your  own  particular  trade  and  occupation,  and  taking  the 
whole  consumption  of  the  country,  do  you  not  think,  if  the  inland  duties  were 
repealed,  that  the  consequence  would  be,  that  within  that  magic  circle,  almost 
^yithin  five  miles  of  London,  the  inland  coals  would  be  used  instead  of  the  sea- 
borne coals? — No. 

412.  Then  what  benefit  would  the  community  derive  from  the  repeal  of  that 
Act? — You  have  there  taken  the  central  five  miles,  which  gives  yon  a  certain  area, 
but  the  other  15  miles  gives  you  an  infinitely  larger  area.  I  think  the  whole  of 
that  portion  would  be  benefited  by  the  repeal  of  the  Act.  I  live,  and  my  mills  are 
situated  close  to  the  Grand  Junction  Canal.  I  have  peculiar  advantages  for 
getting  coals ;  but  other  parties  are  supplied  by  railways,  who  would  have  great 
advantages  in  getting  coals  if  they  could  have  them  without  paying  the  duty  upon 
them. 

413.  You  think  that  the  exterior  of  the  circumference,  taking  the  country 
generally,  would  be  greatly  benefited  by  being  enabled  to  use  freely  inland-borne 
coal  without  paying  duty  ?— Yes. 

414.  Do  you  not  think,  if  that  were  the  case,  that  the  commerce  of  sea-borne 
coal  would  be  very  much  reduced  in  the  port  of  London? — I  beg  leave  to  say, 
upon  full  consideration  of  the  subject,  that  I  do  not. 

415.  Do  you  know  Watford  ? — Perfectly  well. 

416.  One  of  the  questions  put  to  Mr.  Scott  was,  "There  are  one  or  two  places 
as  to  whiclj,  in  consequence  of  that  Act,  the  area  was  limited.*'  The  answer  was, 
"  To  the  north  we  extended  10  or  15  miles  to  Watford.'*  Can  you  state  whether, 
knowing  Watford  well,  in  consequence  of  that  Act,  the  area  of  the  taxation 
has  been  limited  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Watford? — It  has  been  extended 
enormously. 

417.  Then  the  evidence,  as  to  its  being  limited  10  or  15  miles  from  Watford 
is  erroneous  ? — ^That  was  a  Jesuitical  sort  of  answer.  The  great  consumption  in 
that  part  would  be  inland  coal,  and  they  would  be  compelled  to  pay  the  tax.  I 
always  use  the  Wallsend  coals  ;  as  far  as  my  consumption  in  my  own  house  goes, 
I  may  be  benefited  by  that  Act,  so  far  as  I  obtain  drawback  on  my  coals 
for  domestic  purposes,  but  the  great  consumption  of  the  poor  of  the  country 
about  there,  is  inland  coal ;  and  they  have  a  very  large  tax  inflicted  upon  them. 
There  is  one  other  thing  which  I  should  wish  to  remark,  which  is,  the  extra- 
ordinary decrease  of  wood  fuel  that  has  taken  place  throughout  the  country. 
There  is  a  great  increase  in  the  population,  and  a  great  diminution  in  the  supply 
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of  wood  foel,  fi^m  the  changes  in  the  systein  of  farming,  doing  away  with  hedges  J*  Diokku^H,  E«q. 

and  ctitting  down  timber  throughout  cultivated  land,  which  renders  every  cottage       

under  the  necessity  of  obtainic^  coal  fuel ;  therefore  the  tax  on  the  inland  coal  is      ^^  ^P^'  ^^53- 
to  tbem  a  matter  of  great  im}>ortance. 

418.  Can  you  state  what  the  eflect  of  the  dty  having  taken  off  the  drawback 
on  coal,  has  been  in  the  neigbourbood  of  Watford;  t^yond  Watford  ;  beyond 
the  maigic  circle;  has  the  consumption  of  sea4>orne  coal  increased? — I  am  unable 
U)  answer  that  question  entirely ;  in  my  own  person  I  could  not  get  the  draw- 
back;  therefore  I  have  no  personal  experience  of  it.  All  the  railways  on  the 
south  side  of  London  take  very  little  interest  in  this  matter ;  therefore  we  shoilld 
have  no  help  from  tbem.  I  ought  to  call  attention  to  the  words,  ^^  in  a  direct 
line,"  which  have  the  effect  of  extending  it  two  miles.  All  the  stones  set  np  by 
the  canal  and  railway  compauies  have  been  removed  two  miles  further  from  Lon- 
don than  they  were  before. 

419.  Mr.  Veman.]  When  were  tliey  removed  ? — Last  year. 

420.  CMmrf^an.]  Then  the  effect  of  that  Act  has  been  to  extend  the  area  of 
taxation  two  roiJes  further? — ^Ye»;*to  increase  the  diameter  of  the  circle  foar 
mites. 

421.  In  all  difections? — ^In  ail  directions,  except  perltaps  on  die  Thames, 
below  Gravesend. 


Jovis,  5*  die  Maii^  1863. 


MEMBERS   PRESENT. 


Sir  J.  Shelley. 
Lord  Robert  Grosvenor. 
Mr.  Masterman. 
Mr.  Ewart. 


Mr.  Miles. 

Mr.  Alderaiau  Cubitt. 
Sir  Henry  Meux. 
Mr.  Vernon. 


Sir  JOHN  SHELLEY,  m  the  Chair. 


John  Dickinson^  Esq.,  called  in ;  and  further  Examined 

422.  CkairmoM.I  HAVE  you  some  papers  Mhich  you  wish  to  pat  in  ? — Yes;  /.  2>fc*iiwo«, Esq. 

the  title  Off  this  paper  is,  '^  The  following  is  a  list  of  towns  and  villages  in  the 

oeighbourfaood  of  London,  the  inhabitants  of  which  are  subject,  to  the  tax  of  5  May  1853. 
one  shilling  and  one  penny  for  the  bene6t  of  the  Corporation  for  every  ton  of  y^j^  Appendix, 
coals  they  conaaate,  whether  brought  through  the  port  of  London,  or  from  any 
other  place  wbataoever."-— {Mr.  Tyrrell.)  I  would  wish  to  object  to  that  return 
as  being  inaccurate ;  the  Corporation  of  London  are  only  benefited  in  4  d.  out  of 
the  I*,  id. — (Mr.  Dickinson.)  I  beg  leave  to  say  on  that  subject,  that  the  parties 
named  in  the  AcftB  for  receiving  those  sums  are  in  every  case  the  Corporation  of 
London.  What  they  have  to  do  with  it  afterwards  is  another  question ;  for  they 
are  the  primary  i^cipients  of  Ihe  tax.  I  have  another  paper,  which  is,  '*  The 
Acts  of  Parliaase^t  promoted  and  ol>taioed  by  the  Corporation  of  London,"  a6  per 
following  list,  17  in  number,  have  all  of  them  the  eiSPect  of  either  iiKrea^iog,  or 
extending,  or  prolonging  the  tax  en  coals  over  a  large  area  of  country,  for  the 
benefit  of  the  Corporation  of  London,  without  such  a  purpose  being  designated, 
or  even  alluded  lo  in  the  titles  of  the  respective  Acts.  The  same  purpose  of  the 
Corporation  has  been  canied  out  by  the  interference  of  the  Corporation  and 
the  coalowners  of  the  north  of  England  in  the  Grand  Junction  Canal  Act,  and  the 
various  Acta  for  railways  approaching  London  from  the  northward,  and  the  ques- 
tion of  the  Fight  and  justice  of  taxing  one  part  of  the  commuaity  for  the  benefit 
of  another  has  been  tliereby  eluded  :  I  beg  to  refer  to  the  47th  George  tl>e  Third, 
chapter  68 ;  entitled,  an  Act  for  repealing  the  several  Acts  tor  regulating  the  vend 
and  delivery  of  coals  within  the  cities  of  Ix>ndon  and  Westminster,  and  liberties 
thereof,  arid  in  certain  parts  of  the  counties  of  Middlesex,  Surrey,  Kent>  and 
Essex,  and  for  making  belter  provision  for  ttie  saine.  This  Act  is  almost  ex- 
elusive^  confined  to  the  purpose  stated  in  the  preamble;   but  it  commeiMres 
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J.  DkkinMny  Esq.  the  system   of  applying  the   market   penny   to   other    purposes,   and   repeats 

•^ — -       43d  &  44th  George  the  Third,  which  has  the  effect  of  imposing  a  new  tax, 

5 May  1853.  or  rather  converting  a  temporary  into  a  permanent  tax:  10th  George  the 
Fourth,  chapter  136 ;  an  Act  for  improving  the  Approaches  to  London  Bridge: 
1  ith  George  the  Fourth,  chapter  64 ;  an  Act  to  make  further  provision  for  defray- 
ing the  expenses  for  making  the  Approaches  to  London  Bridge  and  the  removal 
of  Fleet  Aiarket :  1st  &  2d  William  the  Fourth,  chapter  76 ;  an  Act  for  regulating 
the  vend  and  delivery  of  coals  in  the  cities  of  London  and  Westminster,  and  in 
certain  places  in  the  counties  of  Middlesex,  Surrey,  Kent,  Essex,  Hertfordshire^ 
Buckinghamshire,  and  Berkshire:  is:t  &  2d  Victoria,  chapter  101;  an  Act  to 
continue  for  seven  years  an  Act  for  regulating  the  vend  and  delivery  of  coals  in 
London  and  Westminster,  and  in  certain  parts  of  the  adjacent  counties :  2d  Sc 
.  3d  Victoria,  chapter  80 ;  an  Act  to  empower  the  Commissioners  of  Her  Majesty *s 
Woods  and  Forests,  Land  Revenues,  Works,  and  Buildings  to  raise  a  8um  of 
money  for  making  additional  thoroughfares  in  the  metropolis :  3d  &  4th  Victoria, 
chapter  87 ;  an  Act  to  enable  Her  Majesty's  Commissioners  of  Woods,  Forests, 
Land  Revenues,  Works  and  Buildings,  to  make  additional  Thoroughfares  in  the 
Metropolis  :  3d  &  4th  Victoria,  chapter  112;  an  Act  for  opening  a  street  to  Clerk- 
enwell  Green,  in  the  county  of  Middlesex,  in  continuance  of  the  new  street  from 
Farringdon-street,  in  the  city  of  London  :  4tb  Victoria,  chapter  12;  an  Act  ta 
enable  Her  Majesty's  Commissioners  of  Woods  to  make  a  new  street  from 
Coventry-street,  Piccadilly,  to  Long  Acre,  and  for  other  improvements  in  ihe 
Metropolis:  4th  &  5th  Victoria,  chapter  40  ;  an  Act  to  empower  the  Commis- 
sioners of  Her  Majesty's  Woods  to  raise  money  for  certain  improvements  in  the 
metropolis  on  the  security  of  the  Land  Revenues  of  the  Crown  within  the  county 
of  Middlesex  and  city  of  London :  5th  &  6th  Victoria,  chapter  64 ;  an  Act  for 
regulating  the  priorities  of  monies  authorised  to  be  charged  on  a  fund  called 
*  The  London  Bridge  Approaches  Fund:*  5th  &  6th  Victoria,  chapter  101; 
an  Act  for  further  extending  the  Approaches  to  London  Bridge,  and  the  avenues 
adjoining  the  Royal  Exchange,  in  the  city  of  London,  and  for  amending  the  Acts 
relating  thereto  respectively,  and  for  raising  a  sum  of  money  towards  opening  a 
street  to  Clerkenwell  Green,  in  the  county  of  Middlesex,  in  continuation  of  the 
new  street  from  Farringdon-street,  in  the  city  of  London  :  8th  &  9th  Victoria, 
chapter  101  ;  an  Act  to  continue  until  5th  July  1862,  the  Acts  for  regulating  the 
vend  and  delivery  of  coals  in  London  and  Westminster,  and  in  certain  parts  of 
the  adjacent  counties,  and  to  alter  and  amend  the  said  Acts:  8th  &  9th  Victoria, 
chapter  178;  an  Act  for  improving  parts  of  the  city  of  Westminster  :  11th  & 
1 2th  Victoria,  chapter  1 24 ;  an  Act  to  amend  an  Act  of  the  last  session  for 
varying  the  priorities  of  the  charges  made  on  *  The  London  Bridge  Approaches 
Fund,'  and  to  facilitate  the  completion  of  certain  improvements  in  the  city  q€ 
Westminster  :  13th  &  14th  Victoria,  chapter  103;  an  Act  to  authorise  further 
charges  on  *  The  London  Bridge  Approaches  Fund  *  for  the  completion  of 
certain  improvements  in  the  metropolis  :  14th  &  I5lh  Victoria,  chapter  146  ;  an 
Act  to  amend  the  Acts  relating  to  the  vend  and  delivery  of  coals  in  London  and 
Westminster,  and  in  certain  parts  of  the  adjacent  counties,  and  to  allow  a  draw- 
back on  coals  conveyed  beyond  certain  limits." 

423.  And  with  regard  to  the  other  Acts  ? — The  titles  of  those  Acts  are  so 
drawn  that  it  is  impossible  the  Legislature  should  be  led  by  the  title  of  the  Act 

Ito  a  comprehension  of  the  purpose  for  which  the  Act  is  framed.  That  is  an 
alteration  of  the  duty  on  coals  in  some  way  or  other.  The  tides  are  **  to  regulate 
the  vend  and  delivery  of  coals.'* 

424.  Do  you  understand  the  way  in  which  business  is  conducted  in  the  House 
of  Commons  ?— Yes,  in  a  general  way,  I  do. 

425.  Do  you  understand  that  every  Bill  goes  before  a  Select  Committee,  of 
the  description  of  those  you  refer  to,  where  London  takes  the  power  of  imposing 
tolls  on  coals  ? — I  apprehend  it  does. 

426.  Are  you  aware  that  a  Select  Committee  goes  through  every  clause  of  the 
Bill? — I  really  am  not  aware  of  it.  They  may  put  them  one  after  the  other; 
but  I  fancy  very  few  Members  do  take  much  trouble  in  examining  Bills. 

427.  Mr.  Ewarf]  Then  you  do  not  know  what  the  course  is  upon  Select 
Committees  ? — No. 

428.  Chairman,']  Did  you  not  intend  to  sujjgest  in  your  evidence  that  in  the 
case  of  a  Railway  Bill,  or  any  Bill  of  that  kind,  due  notice  was  given  to  all  parties 
affected  by  (Imt  |3ill ;  but  as  regards  these  Acts,  with  reference  to  the  coal  tax,  no 

notices 


Digitized  by 


Google 


SELECT  COMMITTEE  ON  COALS  (METROPOLIS).  41 

notices  were  delivered  to  persons  who  were  affected  by  it  ? — Yes,  and  tlie  title  of  X  Dickinson,  Esf. 
the  Act  does  not  lead  you  to  expect  an  additional  tax  on  coals.  

429.  Mr.  A/ifes.]  You  said  that  the  Legislature  was  not  cognizant;  did  you       S^^y^^Si* 
not  mean  the  public  r — I  meant  both.    I  think  if  this  had  been  brou<^bt  before  the 
Government  in  this  shape,  '*  to  extend  the  area  of  taxation  on  coals,  for  the  benefit 

of  the  Corporation  of  London,  in  any  existing  district,"  such  an  Act  would  not 
have  passed  through  the  Legislature. 

430.  Then  that  goes  upon  the  supposition  that  the  Legislature  is  not  cognizant 
of  its  own  acts  ? — Entirely  so, 

431.  Chairman.^  Do  you  mean  that  not  only  the  Legislature,  but  the  public 
afl'ected  by  those  Acts  liave  not  sufficient  wotice  given  to  them  ? — They  have  no 
notice  at  all. 

432.  Mr.  Ewart.'\  Do  you  mean,  that  if  there  was  a  question  of  individual 
grievance,  the  individual  aflfected  would  be  there  to  watch  after  his  own  interest ; 
but  where  a  matter  of  more  general  interest  is  concerned,  there  is  no  individual 
whatever  who  would  act  on  the  part  of  the  public  ? — Yes,  I  would  like  to  say 
that,  with  this  explanation,  particularly  with  reference  to  the  last  Coal  Act,  which 
I  have  here.  The  last  Coal  Act  is  entitled  "  An  Act  to  amend  the  Acts  relating  to 
the  vend  and  delivery  of  coals  in  London  and  Westminster,  and  in  certain  parts  of 
the  adjacent  counties,  and  to  allow  a  drawback  on  coals  conveyed  beyond  certain 
limits  ;*'  that  is  all  which  that  Act  expresses.  It  does  not  say  a  word  about  the 
imposing  of  a  tax  which  we  were  not  liable  to  before.  There  is  nothing  about 
taxing  my  mill  with  perhaps  100/.  a  year.  I  had  no  notice  of  it;  I  could  not 
have  conceived  it.  It  rather  carries  the  notion  of  some  benefit  derivable  to  that 
district  by  drawback  on  coals.  And  this  vend  and  delivery  has  been  the  title  of 
various  Acts  of  this  kind. 

433.  Chairman.']  Do  you  not  consider  that  some  benefit  has  accrued  to  the 
consumers  of  coals  in  the  country  by  that  drawback  being  allowed  ? — Those  who 
live  beyond  that  terminal  line,  in  some  cases,  may  have  derived  a  benefit  from  it. 
The  coalowners  in  the  North  of  England  found  themselves  cut  off  from  the  supply 
of  that  district  by  the  supply  afforded  to  it  by  the  Great  Northern  and  the  Eastern 
Counties  Railways,  and  encouraged  the  Corporation  to  procure  or  permit  the 
drawback  in  order  to  save  a  branch  of  their  trade.  Formerly,  those  who  chose 
to  consume  the  expensive  coals  had  to  pay  the  port  duty  of  London,  and  the 
Great  Northern  now  supplies  the  district  with  very  good  coals;  and  until  you 
approach  that  terminal  line  those  coals  can  be  carried  and  delivered  in  any  part 
of  the  country  without  being  subject  to  the  duty. 

434.  Mr.  Alderman  Cubitt.']  Are  you  aware  whether  any  large  sun)  of  money 
has  been  allowed  as  dra^  back  ? — No ;  but  I  should  apprehend,  with  regard 
to  inland  coals,  there  cannot  have  been  a  very  large  sum  in  the  way  of 
drawback. 

435.  But  upon  sea-borne  coal  ? — Sea-borne  coal  is  exported  from  the  port  of 
London. 

436.  Going  beyond  that  circle  of  20  miles  ? — Yes,  I  am  not  aware  that  there 
is  any  considerable  amount  of  drawback.  I  do  not  know  whether  any  return 
furnishes  that. 

437.  You  are  not  aware  that  much  has  been  allowed  ? — No,  I  am  not. 

438.  Chairman.]  You  have  given  some  evidence  with  reference  to  the  pro- 
ceedings in  the  House  of  Commons ;  are  you  aware  that  the  present  system  of 
passing  Railway  Bills  before  the  House  of  Commons  is  very  different,  and  that 
alterations  have  taken  place,  to  what  existed  at  the  time  of  passing  those  Acts? — 
I  can  only  say  that  I  have  had  notices  for  the  most  trifling  intrusions  upon  my 
property,  and  of  this  I  have  had  no  notice  at  all.  I  beg  leave  to  remark  another 
thing ;  here  are  1 7  Acts  which  have  reference  to  a  tax  on  coals ;  intermediately, 
there  is  the  3d  &  4th  Victoria,  chapter  131  ;  this  passed  on  the  nth  of  August 
1840,  and  the  title  of  this  Act  is,  **  An  Act  to  continue  for  four  years,  from  the 
5thday  of  July  1858,  the  duties  now  levied  on  coals  and  wines  imported  into 
the  port  of  London."  Now,  I  beg  to  point  the  attention  of  the  Committee  to  the 
fact  that  this  duty  is  confined  to  wine  and  coals  imported  into  the  port  of  London ; 
therefore,  there  was  nothin;;  in  this  to  direct  the  attention  of  the  people  of  Hert- 
fordshire to  the  coal  duties  in  any  way,  and  there  has  not  been  anything  since  the 
1st  &  2d  of  William  the  Fourth  ;  and  that  is  only  called  "a  Bill  lor  the  vend 
and  delivery  of  coals." 
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Mr.  Benjamin  Scott,  called  in ;  and  Examined. 

Mr.  B.  Seen.  439.  Chairman.']  WERE  you  in  the  room  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  Committee, 

and  did  you  hear  the  evidence  given  by  Mr.  Dickinson?— I  did. 

5  May  1853.  440.  Are  there  any  observations  you  wish  to  nmke  upon  that  evidence  ? — ^I 

have  been  requested  by  the  gentlemen  who  represent  the  Corporation  here  to 
state  some  important  points  upon  which  we  wish  to  correct  his  evidence.  The 
first  point  is  this :  Mr.  Dickinson,  in  quoting  the  charter  which  is  recited  in  the 
1st  &  2d  of  William  the  Fourth,  read  so  much  of  the  charter  as  would  lead  the 
Committee  to  believe  that  the  duty  was  a  grant  from  King  James  of  4  d.  per  ton. 
It  will  be  necessary  for  me  to  read  a  few  words  at  the  commencement  of  the  char- 
ter, to  show  that  it  was  a  confirmation  of  a  prescriptive  toll.  Mr.  Dickinson  s  evi- 
dence commenced  low  down  in  the  charter  ;  it  reads  as  follows  ;  "  And  whereas 
by  a  charter  of  his  Majesty  King  James  the  First,  bearing  date  the  twentieth  day 
of  August,  in  the  third  year  of  his  reign,  after  reciting  that  the  Mayor  and  Common- 
alty and  Citizens  of  the  city  of  London,  from  all  the  time  whereof  the  memory  of 
man  was  not  to  the  contrary,  had  had  and  exercised,  and  ought  and  had  been 
accustomed  to  have  and  exercise  the  office  of  Bailiff  and  the  conservancy  of  the 
water  of  Thames."  And  further  down  in  the  charter  it  says,  **  that  the  same  Mayor 
and  Commonalty  and  Citizens,  from  all  time  aforesaid,  had  had  and  exercised,  and 
ought  and  had  been  accustomed  to  have  and  exercise  the  effice  of  Measurer,  and 
the  measuring  of  all  and  singular  coals.'*  I  wish  to  point  out  to  the  Committee 
that  it  is  a  prescriptive  right  which  the  Corporation  exercises,  and  not  any  grant 
from  King  James.  It  is  diflferent  in  that  respect  from  the  grant  which  the  Rich- 
n)ond  family  had  from  the  Stuarts,  and  which  Parliament  commuted  by  purchasing 
the  grant ;  that  being  granted  by  the  Royal  Family,  this  being  a  prescriptive  right, 
confirmed  by  James  ihe  First. 

441.  Is  there  nothing  previous  to  that  Act  in  any  way  to  prove  that  prescrip- 
tive right  ? — Yes  ;  we  have  evidence  that  we  can  bring  forward  to  show  that  that 
has  been  exercised  from  very  ancient  times  indeed. 

442.  What  question  in  Mr.  Dickinson's  evidence  do  you  refer  to  ? — To  question 
285.  He  states  that  he  finds  the  origin  of  the  London  Coal  Tax,  meaning  the 
City's  4d.y  in  tl)e  charter  of  James  the  First.  My  evidence  is,  that  it  is  a  pre- 
scriptive right  exercised  long  before  that  period,  and  confirmed  in  that  and  other 
charters.  I  do  not  in  any  way  wish  to  say  anything  that  would  lead  the  Com- 
mittee to  suppose  that  Mr.  Dickinson  misrepresented  the  matter  intentionally. 
Mr.  Dickinson  is  a  very  highly  respectable  inhabitant  of  the  city  of  London,  but 
he  very  naturally  fell  into  the  error  of  confounding  the  City's  4  d.  with  the  addi- 
tional 4d.  that  was  laid  on  in  the  reign  of  William  and  Mary,  and  which  is 
called,  in  that  Act,  •*  additional  metage."  The  City's  4rf.  was  a  prescriptive  toll, 
confirmed  in  the  reign  of  James  theRrst.  The  4^^.  which  was  applied  to  the  Orphans' 
Fund  was  created  in  the  reign  of  William  and  Mary  ;  and  the  duties  being  the  same 
in  amount,  Mr.  Dickinson  very  naturally  confounded  them.  At  page  3  of  the  Act 
5th  &  6th  William  and  Mary,  there  is  the  imposition  of  the  4^.  additional  metage : 
**  And  for  a  further  increase  of  the  said  fund,  be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  afore- 
said, that  for  all  sorts  of  coals  which  shall  be  imported  or  brought  into  the  port  of 
the  said  city  of  London,  or  the  river  of  Thames,  within  the  liberty  of  the  said 
City,  upon  the  same  river,  to  be  sold  by  the  chaldrr.»n  or  ton,  there  shall  be  fjaid, 
by  u^y  of  imposition  thereupon,  according  to  the  rates  and  duties  hereinafter  men- 
tioned, (that  is  to  say,)  for  all  such  sort  of  coals  or  culm  as  are  usually  sold  by  the 
chaldron,  for  every  cb^Idron  thereof  which  sl)all  be  imported  from  and  after  the 
said  four  and  twentieth  day  of  June,  One  thousand  Six  hundred  Ninety-four,  the 
sum  of  fourpence  metage  for  ever,  over  and  above  what  is  now  lawfully  paid /or 
the  metage  thereof  whicli  said  sum  shall  be  paid  in  like  manner  as  the  present 
duty  for  metage  is  or  hath  been  accustomed  to  be  paid,  and  from  time  to  time  be 
paid  the  said  Mayor,  Commonalty,  and  Citizens  of  the  said  City,  by  the  officer 
and  officers  receiving  the  said  metage.*' 

443.  You  say,  •'recognising  our  metage"? — Recognising  the  existing  metage, 
the  prescriptive  metage  confirmed  by  the  charter  of  James  the  First  ;  and  the  Act 
of  the  5th  &  6th  of  William  and  Mary  creates  another  4  d.  over  and  above  the 
metage. 

444.  Then  the  original  4  d.,  which  the  Corporation  had  by  prescriptive  right, 
was  called  metage? — Yes.  This  is  called  ** additional  metage,"  and  is  so  called 
by  the  Acts  of  Parliament ;  and  that  grant  is  for  ever,  and  has  continued  ever  since. 
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445.  The  second  4  d.  has  reference  to  the  Orphans'  Fund  ? — That  has  never  Mr.  B.  SdoH. 
been  continued  by  any  Act  of  Parliament  since.  That  is  still  in  existence,  now  «— ,^..-- 
applied  to  the  purposes  of  the  Woods  and  Forests.  5  May  1 J53. 

446.  That  Act  applies  the  4d.  to  a  fund  that  no  longer  exists  r — ^The  Orphan 
Fund  continued  till  the  London  Bridge  Approaches  Fund  ;  so  that  it  is  now  paid 
over  to  the  Woods  and  Forests,  ^s  part  of  their  8  d.  It  was  part  of  the  10  d.  ^ 
chaldron ;  it  is  now  part  of  the  8 1/.  a  ton. 

447.  How  do  you  show  that  that  4  d.  is  now  paid  over  to  the  Office  of  Works  r 
— In  the  accounts  ne  have  put  in,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  8^.  a  ton  is  carried  to 
their  credit,  to  pay  off  advances  made  upon  the  credit  of  the  Woods  and  Forests 
revenue. 

448.  You  are  now  alluding  to  the  41/.? — ^The  Act  goes  on  to  pot  on  another 
6^.  for  fifty  years. 

449.  That  same  Act? — Yes,  the  next  clause;  the  4^  and  6  d.  made  lorf.  a 
chaldron,  which  is  commuted  for  Sd.  a  ton  for  the  London  Bridge  Approaches  Fund. 
These  matters  are  rather  intricate,  and  it  is  necessary  that  I  should  explain  them. 
Then  I  would  say  that  the  Corporation  have  abundant  evidence  from  books  of 
that  date,  showing  that  their  4d.  was  received  as  41/.  Some  of  these  books  were 
brought  before  the  Committee  in  1830,  when  Mr.  Henry  Brougham  was  on  the 
Committee  ;  and  he  required  legal  proof  of  our  right.  The  books  of  1664  and  other 
early  dates  were  then  produced,  to  show  that  thirty  years  before  the  additional 
metage  was  laid  on  in  the  reign  of  William  and  Mary,  the  corporati(m  received 
4  d.  metage  for  the  measuring  of  coals. 

450.  When  did  that  Committee  report  ? — In  1830.  1  can  turn  to  the  evidence, 
if  the  Committee  wish  it. 

451.  Mr.  Ewart.]  Did  they  recognise  the  legal  right  of  the  City  ?— They  ad- 
mitted it  most  fully,  as  I  have  already  given  evidence  of.  The  Committee  was 
adjourned  for  the  purpose  of  producing  evidence  which  would  be  satisfactory  to 
the  present  Lord  Brougham.  It  is  in  the  Minutes  of  Evidence  in  1830,  page 
332.  There  are  other  books  which  could  be  produced  in  addition ;  but  the  proof 
was  considered  sufficient  at  that  time.  Then  with  respect  to  the  Orphans'  Fund 
there  was  some  question  put,  both  to  myself  and  Mr.  Dickinson,  from  which  the 
Corporation  committee  gathered  that  some  doubt  existed  in  your  mind  as  to 
whether  the  money  had  been  applied  to  the  payment  of  the  Orphans.  I  was 
asked  whether  the  money  had  been  applied,  and  whether  we  could  produce  evidence 
of  it.  The  accounts  are  very  voluminous.  They  can  be  produced  if  needed  ;  but 
I  think  I  could  satisfy  the  Conimittee  on  that  point  without  troubling  them  with 
those  accounts.  I  was  asked  whether  the  money  was  really  paid  to  the  Orphans, 
or  other  creditors  of  the  Corporation,  under  that  Act.  1  stated  that  the  whole  had 
been  psAd  to  the  amount  of  750,000  /.  and  interest.  The  Committee  of  the  Cor- 
poration thought  it  better  that  I  should  put  in  an  extract  from  the  report  of  the  last 
Select  Committee  which  sat  on  that  subject  in  1812.  The  extract  is  to  this  effect : 
The  Committee  are  "  nevertheless  satisfied  from  the  documents  bid  before  them 
that  every  judicious  attention,  and  every  principle  of  economy,  had  been  applied 
by  the  corporation  of  London,  that  was  consistent  with  the  attainment  of  tlie  great 
public  objects  with  the  execution  of  which  they  were  entrusted.  They  also  think 
it  incumbent  on  them  to  declare,  that  having  had  occasion  to  inspect  the  various 
and  complicated  accounts  which  the  management  of  so  extensive  a  concern  indis- 
pensably requires,  and  which  were  produced  with  a  laudable  readiness,  it  appears 
after  full  investigation,  that  all  the  details,  both  of  the  receipt  and  of  the  expen- 
diture, are  kept  with  an  accuracy,  and  checked  with  a  vigilance,  which  reflects 
honour  upon  all  who  have  any  part  in  the  superintendence  of  this  fund.**  That 
was  in  1812  ;  the  whole  of  tl)ose  accounts  being  public  funds  were  audited  by  the 
Commissioners  for  Auditing  Public  Accounts.  I  produce  their  final  discharge. 
This  is  a  copy  of  the  last  account  which  I  can  put  in. 

452.  Mr.  AJiles.]  What  is  the  date? — 8lh  March  1836.  The  certificate  of 
the  Commissioners  is  this :  "  We,  the  Commissioners  for  Auditing  the  Public 
Accounts,  appointed  by  virtue  of  the  Act,  hereby  certify  that  this  account  was 
audited  by  us  on  the  29th  of  January  1836,  pursuant  to  the  provisions  of 
an  Act,  the  5th  &  6th  of  William  and  Mary,  chapter  lO,  section  15,  as 
witness  our  hand,  this  8th  day  of  March  1836,  F.  S.  Larptnt,  H.  F.  Luttrell, 
J.  Osbom.''  The  account  was  up  to  1832,  and  the  whole  balance  was  accounted 
for  in  1 834. 

453.  Chairman.]  Does  that  wind  up  the  Orphans'  Fund  altogether? — Yes. 
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Mr.  B.  Scott.  454.  And  from  that  moment  it  became  the  London  Bridge  Approaches  ?-  - 

— —        Yes ;    the  account  closed  in  1 832.     Certain  ground  rents  and   other  matters 

5  May  1853,  remained  to  be  sold,  which  were  all  wound  up  and  accounted  for  in  1834,  the 
balance  being  carried  to  the  London  Bridge  Approaches  Fund.  It  is  unne- 
cessary for  me  to  remark  on  the  different  Acts  of  Parliament;  but  I  would 
merely  say  that  all  these  of  Acts  of  Parliament  were  not  procured  by  the  cor- 
poration of  London,  as  Mr.  Dickinson  rather  led  the  Committee  to  suppose. 
The  most  important  of  them,  the  loih  of  George  the  Fourth,  which  levied  a 
niillion  of  money ;  the  11th  of  George  the  Fourth  ;  the  1st  &  2d  of  William  the 
Fourth,  which  commuted  the  duties ;  the  8th  &  9th  of  Victoria,  which  is  the 
Act  of  1845,  which  fixed  the  boundary  of  twenty  miles;  the  14th  &  15th  of 
Victoria,  which  passed  in  1 85 1 ,  which  is  the  inland  drawback  Act,  were  all  of 
them  referred  to  Select  Committees. 

455.  Who  brought  in  the  Bills  r — They  were  all  referred  to  Select  Com- 
mittees ;  so  that  there  was  inquiry  previously  to  their  being  passed. 

456.  Mr.  Ewart.]  Not  private  Bill  Committees.^ — No,  those  were  all  referred 
xo  Select  Committees  appointed  by  the  Standing  Orders  of  the  House.  The 
Standing  Orders  in  all  cases  were  complied  with,  of  course,  which  applied  to  any 
matters  of  taxation.  With  respect  to  publicity  in  levying  a  tax,  it  is  never  the 
practice  of  Parliament  to  give  individuals  notice  ;  it  is  impossible  to  give  three 
millions  of  people  notice,  except  by  public  advertisement.  On  taking  a  man's 
land,  if  it  is  ever  so  small  a  portion,  he  must  have  personal  notice  ;  but  the  rule 
has  been  by  Parliament  to  require  public  advertisement  in  all  cases,  and  this  was 
attended  to,  especially  in  the  case  of  the  Act  now  under  consideration  of  185K 
All  the  notices  were  advertised  in  all  the  London  morning  and  evening  papers, 
and  the  Hertfordshire  papers,  and  the  other  counties  that  were  affected,  Middlesex, 
Kent,  Surrey,  Essex  and  Hertfordshire. 

457.  Mr.  Allies.]  Did  the  notices  fully  state  for  what  you  were  about  to  apply  r 
-Yes. 

458.  Have  you  a  copy  of  the  notices  ? — ^They  can  be  produced. 

459.  Chairman.']  Did  they  point  out  that  which  has  been  given  in  evidence, 
that  the  posts  and  stones  were  placed  on  turnpike  roads  by  that  Act  for  the 
first  time  ? — The  notices  would  state  generally  the  object  of  the  Bill,  and  the 
notices  stated  that  a  duty  would  be  imposed  on  certain  places,  because  it  might 
have  that  effect  in  some  districts. 

460.  Were  those  notices  sufficient  to  inform  the  residents  in  the  district  of 
Hertfordshire,  that  all  coals  brought  over  that  line  would  alsu  be  liable  to 
taxation  ? — I  cannot  say  ;  it  would  depend  on  whether  parties  read  the  notice.  I 
will  say  in  every  case  where  there  has  been  an  extension  of  duty,  these  matters 
must  have  been  broujiht  before  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House ;  and  every  person 
connected  with  the  trade  has  known  them,  as  the  repeated  deputations  we  have 
had  during  the  progress  of  these  Acts  will  show. 

461.  Lord  R.  Grosvenor.]  For  the  purpose  of  objecting? — In  very  many 
cases  to  object  to  points,  and  in  very  many  cases  to  forward  and  promote  the 
Bills.     The  Act  of  1851  was  promoted  by  the  coal  trade. 

4O2.  Did  that  relate  to  the  drawback  ? — It  granted  a  drawback  beyond  a  circle 
of  20  miles. 

463.  Chairman.^  Did  you  have  any  deputation  from  residents  in  Hertford- 
shire wiih  reference  to  the  coals  brought  by  the  roads? — I  do  not  recollect  any 
such  deputation  before  the  passing  of  the  Act. 

464.  Mr.  Ewart.']  Or  from  the  coal-dealers  in  those  surrounding  parts  ? — I  do 
not  recollect.  The  coal-dealers  all  meet  at  the  Coal  Exchange,  and  all  coal 
transactions  are  carried  on  there.  They  would  hear  of  it  at  the  Coal  Exchange  ; 
they  would  not  wait  on  us  from  Hertfordshire. 

465.  Lord  R.  Grosvenor.]  When  you  stated  that  the  Corporation  had 
deputations  from  the  coal-owners  for  the  purpose  of  promoting  some  of  these 
Bills,  you  do  not  mean  to  say  that  the  coal-owners  promoted  the  Bills,  or  that 
I  heir  object  was  the  extension  or  augmentation  of  the  tax? — No,  they  waited 
on  us  because  the  operation  of  the  Act  was  very  largely  to  relieve  their  trade. 

466.  That  one  particular  Act  ? — Yes. 

467.  Not  the  other? — My  memory  hardly  serves  me  with  respect  to  former 
Acts.  It  is  fresh  with  respect  to  this  Act  of  1851.  In  this  case  of  1851  the 
agent  of  the  River  Lee  Navigation  attended  the  Committee,  and  inserted  clauses. 
The  agent  of  the  Regent  Canal,  and  the  agents  of  all  the  railways  north  of  London, 
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and  the  agent  of  the  Great  Western  Railway  appeared  on  other  Acts.     ITiey  were       Mr.  B.  Scott. 

all  represented  by  agents,  or  counsel  attended  the  Committee,  and  several  railway       

directors  were  upon  the  Committee.     I  may  explain  that  this  was  not  done  in       5  Ma)i  1853. 
secret ;  it  was  done  with  the  knowledge  of  the  parties  mostly  interested.     In 
every  case  I  have  referred  to,  the  Government  were  parties  to  the  Bill,  and  to  the 
arrangement  previous  to  the  Bill  being  brought  in. 

468.  This  question  was  asked  Mr.  Dickinson :  ^^  Can  you  tell  who  actually 
was  appointed  to  fix  those  stones  ''?  The  answer  was :  '*  I  know  the  surveyor  of 
the  road  met  the  engineer  of  the  Corporation  ;  that  the  point  was  fixed  upon,  and 
the  Corporation  fixed  them.  The  turnpike  road  was  a  new  thing  altogether  about 
the  stones."  Then  he  was  asked :  *•  That  did  not  exist  previously  to  the  Act  '  ? 
The  answer  was,  *'  No,  the  commerce  of  the  country  in  coal  wys  perfectly  free 
before  that''  ? — There  is  a  mistake  in  the  evidence.  It  was  supposed  by  one  of 
the  Committee  that  I  had  answered  that  question  about  the  stones.  It  was  Mr. 
TyrrelFs  evidence.  I  have  given  no  evidence  as  to  the  posts  or  stones,  and  of  my 
own  knowledge  I  know  nothing  about  it.  I  am  in  the  cash  department,  but  that 
is  in  the  department  of  the  officers  of  the  Coal  Market. 

469.  You  were  asked,  '*  Over  what  area  is  it  collected  }  "  Your  answer  was, 
'•There  is  no  area  extended  by  any  Act  of  Parlianient,  that  I  am  aware  of"? 
—Yes. 

470.  Then  again  you  were  asked,  **  But  there  is  an  area  fixed,  is  there  not  ?  '' 
You  say  there  is.  **  The  area  of  taxation  was  very  much  beyond  the  20  miles  up 
to  the  year  1851  "?— Yes. 

471.  That  has  been  directly  contradicted? — I  am  prepared  to  contradict  the 
uhole  of  Mr.  Dickinson's  evidence  as  to  that,  and  to  put  in  the  facts  of  the  case, 
as  far  as  they  are  known  in  my  department.  I  was  speaking  with  respect  to 
obtaining  those  Acts  of  Parliament.  The  Bill  of  1845  was  brought  in  by  Lord 
Lincoln,  the  present  Duke  of  Newcastle,  and  Sir  George  Clerk.  The  Bill  of  1851 
was  brought  in  by  Sir  George  Clerk  and  Mr.  Cardwell ;  and  I  am  told  also  by 
Mr.  Green.  They  were  not,  in  the  strict  sense,  brought  in  by  the  Corporation, 
but  wiib  the  consent  and  concurrence  of  the  Government. 

472.  Lord  R.  Grosvenor.']  You  said,  in  the  year  1851,  a  Bill  was  brought 
in  l)y  Sir  George  Clerk  and  Mr.  Green.  They  were  neither  of  them  Members  of 
the  Government  at  that  time? — I  am  misinformed  about  1851.  The  Remem- 
brancer thinks  it  was  Sir  James  Duke  and  Mr.  Masterman. 

473.  Chairman.']  Do  you  state  that  the  Direct  Line  Act  was  brought  in  by  Sir 
James  Duke  and  Mr.  Masterman  ? — So  the  Remembrancer  informs  me.  He  is 
the  Parliamentary  officer.  M'ith  respect  to  the  Act  which  continued  the  duty  for 
four  years,  and  which  Mr.  Dickinson  has  referred  to  this  morning  as  brought  in 
oy  the  Corporation,  it  was  drawn  and  brought  in  by  the  Commissioners  of 
Woods  and  Forests.  It  is  not  a  City  Act  at  all.  Mr.  Pemberton,  the  solicitor  to 
the  Woods  and  Forests,  drew  the  Act. 

474.  Mr.  Masterman.]  Was  that  after  the  Coal  Exchange  was  built? — No,  I 
am  not  referring  to  that.  I  am  referring  to  the  Act  which  continued  the  duties 
from  1858  to  1862.     The  Corporation  concurred  in  it. 

475.  Lord  R.  Grosvenor.']  What  is  the  date  of  that  Act  ? — The  3d  &  4th 
of  Victoria,  chapter  131,  an  Act  to  continue  for  four  years,  from  July  18.58,  the 
duties  now  levied  on  coals  and  wines  imported  into  the  port  of  London. 

476.  To  which  part  of  the  tax  did  that  allude  ? — That  alluded  to  the  8  d.  per 
ton  ;  it  is  called  in  the  Act  6  d.  and  4  d.  per  chaldron. 

477.  Which  is  in  the  hands  of  the  Woods  and  Forests? — Yes;  now  in  their 
hands. 

478.  What  was  the  use  of  the  Act  of  1845  then?— The  Act  of  1845  ^^  an 
Act  continuing  the  commutation  for  a  longer  period.  There  are  two  classes  of 
Coal  Acts  for  making  charges  upon  duties  un  coal,  and  others  for  continuing  or 
commuting  the  duty.  Weighing  was  substituted  for  measuring:,  and  it  was  to 
extend  that  arrangement.  It  was  found  to  work  beneficially.  That  was  the  object 
of  the  Act  of  1845  ;  but  in  extending  it  Parliament  struck  the  geometrical  circle, 
instead  of  collecting  it  at  points,  varying  in  distance  from  the  centre  of  the  line. 

479.  Then,  in  point  of  fact,  that  Act  of  Parliament  of  1845  <"d  not  extend  the 
time  during  which  the  duty  was  leviable  at  all  ? — Not  at  all.  With  respect  to  the 
Acts  of  Parliament,  I  need  not  trouble  the  Committee  with  them.  I  would  say 
that  the  Corporation  do  not  disclaim  having  been  parties  to  those  Acts.  We  were 
not  in  all  cases  promoters ;  in  no  case  did  the  Corporation  stand  alone  in  them ; 

0.49.  F  3  but 


Digitized  by 


Google 


46  MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE  TAKEN  BEFORE  THE 

Mr.  B.  8caU.  but  they  disclaim  none  of  the  merit  of  promoting  the  passing  those  Acts.  They 
conceive  that  an  incalculable  amount  of  good  has  been  effected  by  applying  the  coal 

5  May  1853.  duties  to  making  bridges,  and  to  opening  streets  in  the  metropolis  ;  and  they  con- 
ceive, if  the  population  had  been  poured  upon  London  as  it  has  been  by  the  railroads 
without  making  those  openings  and  avenues,  we  should  have  been  in  a  very  deplor- 
able state.  The  streets  wouUi  be  all  but  impassable ;  they  are  so  now  in  some  cases. 
There  is  another  point  on  which  Mr.  Dickinson  has  a  little  confused  himself, 
and  perhaps  the  Committee.  It  is  in  answer  to  question  298  of  his  evidence.  He 
has  confounded  the  sea  coal  meters  with  the  land  coal  meters.  I  think  it  is  right 
to  put  that  straight*  In  answer  to  that  question,  Mr.  Dickinson  at  the  close  statea 
that  I  had  given  it  in  evidence,  that  out  of  the  penny,  **  the  meters  had  received 
nearly  300,000  /.,  and  are  still  entitled  to  receive  7,000  /.  a  year  for  several  years." 
My  evidence  was,  that  the  City  had  paid  that  out  of  their  4  d.  duty  under  the 
arrangement  that  we  should  pay  the  sea  coal  meters,  and  the  1  d.  duty  should  pay 
the  land  co3\  meters.  The  sea  coal  meters  were  meters  within  the  port  of  London 
from  Yandet  to  Staines.  The  land  meters  were  distributed  over  the  adjoining 
counties  as  far  as  Hertford  to  the  north,  and  the  same  distance  to  the  south,  to 
measure  for  private  individuals  who  wished  their  coals  checked  on  coming  from 
the  merchants. 

480.  Chairman.']  In  the  private  trader — Yes;  the  Act  of  the  1st  &  2d 
William  the  Fourth  required  a  coal-weighing  machine  to  go  with  the  cart,  and 
everybody  becomes  his  own  meter.  Before  that  Parliament  had  provided  meters 
all  round  these  counties ;  the  arrangement  was  that  the  duty,  which  was  increased 
from  a  halfpenny  to  a  penny,  was  to  pay  these  coal-meters,  those  who  were  on  land^ 
viz.  City  land  meters,  Westminsttr  meters,  Middlesex  meters,  Surrey  meters, 
Hertfordshire  meters,  Kent  meters. 

481.  Those  land  meters  were  paid  under  an  Act  of  Parliament? — Under  the 
Act  of  Parliament  1st  &  2d  William  the  Fourth.  Then,  I  would  say,  in  answer 
to  an  observation  made  just  now,  that  in  Mr.  Dickinson's  returns  and  his  evidence 
generally,  it  is  assumed  that  the  Corporation  was  benefited  by  receiving  the 
whole  of  these  duties.  I  will  not  detain  you  on  that  point,  except  to  say  that  they 
have  derived  no  benefit  whatever,  not  even  to  the  extent  of  a  shilling,  froju  any 
one  of  those  duties,  except  their  own  4^.,  the  prescriptive  4^.  The  4d.  and  6  d. 
per  chaldron  has  been  always  applied  to  the  Orphans'  Fund,  and  the  London 
Bridge  Approaches  Fund ;  separate  accounts  are  kept ;  separate  auditors  ap- 
pointed, and  accounts  rendered  annually  to  Parliament  through  the  whole  period. 

482.  Do  those  accounts  distinguish  the  money  raised  by  the  different  duties  and 
the  mode  of  expenditure? — Most  distinctly;  in  every  one  of  the  accounts  it  is 
divided  into  heads  of  receipt  and  expenditure.  It  is  perfectly  distinct ;  nothing 
can  be  kept  more  regularly  than  they  are.  We  have  had  occasion  to  return  them 
to  this  Committee  for  twenty  years ;  they  have  been  laid  every  year  before  Parlia- 
ment. The  same  remark  applies  to  the  half-penny  and  the  penny  duty,  the  Coal 
Market  penny.  They  have  all  been  applied  to  public  purposes.  The  Corporation 
have  never  taken  any  of  it  into  their  own  funds,  but  have  contributed  out  of  their 
own  revenues  to  the  extent  of  millions.  I  speak  in  the  plural  number.  But  in 
no  case  have  they  taken  any  money  out  of  those  duties. 

483.  You  stated  you  could  give  some  return  with  reference  to  whai  you  are 
stating  now,  of  the  millions  contributed  out  of  the  funds  of  the  corporation  ? — Yes  ; 
it  would  go  back  some  considerable  time,  to  William  and  Mary.  The  whole 
accounts  are  in  existence.  I  make  this  statement,  because  letters  have  appeared 
in  the  public  prints,  some  of  which,  I  am  quite  sure,  Mr.  Dickinson  will  not 
disclaim  ;  they  were  signed  with  his  initials  and  his  residence;  in  which  it  was  stated, 
that  under  the  penny ^duty  alone  the  Corporation  had  received  into  their  coffers 
upwards  of  300,000 /.  It  would  be  improper  to  go  through  the  whole  of  their 
contents  before  the  Committee.  I  merely  state,  in  answer,  that  they  have  not 
received  one  shilling  in  respect  of  that  duty.  The  Chamberlain,  as  treasurer  under 
the  Act  of  Parliament,  has  always  kept  it  separate  from  the  City's  account,  and  the 
City  have  never  derived  any  benefit  from  it. 

484.  From  anything  except  the  fourpenny  duty  ? — Yes. 

485.  It  goes  into  the  common  City  purse  ? — ^Yes,  their  own  4^. ;  but  they  have 
recently  paid  20,000  /.  to  the  id.  fund,  because  Parliament  took  it  from  the  City 
management,  and  we  gave  it  up  about  a  twelvemonth  before  we  should  have 
done,  to  complete  the  improvements  of  the  Coal  Exchange.  In  Mr.  Dickinson's 
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evidence,  questions  374  and  416,  there  is  reference  to  an  answer  made  by  me       Mr.  B.Scott. 
about  Watford.  "~      ~ 

486.  The  question  was,  "As  regards  the  turnpike  roads*'  r  The  answer  is,  '4  do       ^  ^*y  ^^^«^- 
not  think  there  were  any  stones  placed  on  the  turnpike  roads/'     Can  you  give  any 
information  as  to  whether  there  were  any  marks  upon  any  of  the  roads  in  Hert- 
fordshire ? — Yes,  I  can.     That,  1  have  to  say,  is  the  Remembrancer's  evidence  ; 

I  have  not  given  any  evidence  on  that  point.     It  is  incorrectly  printed  as  mine ;  it 
was  Mr.  Remembrancer's  evidence. 

487.  "  In  one  of  the  returns,  I  perceive  that  the  words  *  extended  area'  are 
rather  objected  to.  Do  you  object  to  those  words  ? — Yes,  precisely,  because  the 
area  was  not  extended"  ? — What  I  first  want  to  put  right,  is  question  374,  which 
was  put  by  Sir  Joshua  Walmsley,  *^  I  will  just  read  the  question  I  put  to  Mr. 
Scott  the  other  day  ?  '*  That  was  a  question  put  to  the  Remembrancer.  I  have 
not  given  any  evidence  as  to  the  marks  on  turnpike  roads;  it  is  merely  a  correc- 
tion of  the  evidence. 

488.  Mr.  Ewart  then  asked  the  Remembrancer,  "  Were  they  so  placed  on  the 
canals  ? — They  were  placed,  1  should  imagine,  in  the  same  way  ;  I  only  state  to 
the  Committee  what  I  have  heard  from  hearsay?" — I  can  only  speak  from  hearsay, 
therefore  it  is  better  left  to  the  clerk  and  register,  who  has  visited  these  spots. 
With  respect  to  question  416,  I  corrected  uiy  evidence,  because  there  is  a  word 
or  two  left  out,  which  makes  a  great  difference  in  the  answer ;  the  answer  was 
stated  to  be,  "  to  the  north  we  extended  ten  or  fifteen  miles  to  Watford."  In 
explaining  the  map  my  answer  was,  **  Before  1845  the  area  of  taxation  extended, 
before  that  circle  was  drawn,  ten  or  fifteen  miles  eastward  of  Watford  ;"  and  I 
pointed  out  a  town  on  the  north-east  of  Saffron  Walden.  I  gave  no  evidence  with 
reference  to  Watford  ;  I  do  not  know  anything  about  Watford. 

489.  Therefore  with  reference  to  Watford  who  can  tell  us,  because  the  answer 
of  Mr.  Dickinson  when  he  was  asked  whether  the  area  of  taxation  had  been 
limited  to  the  neighbourhood  of  Watford,  says,  **  it  has  been  extended  enor- 
mously ''  ? — My  answer  was  that  I  know  generally  that  drawback  is  being  claimed 
from  places  beyond  the  circle,  but  I  said  at  the  same  time  the  officers  from  the 
Coal  Market,  the  clerk,  and  registrar,  can  produce  the  claims  to  show.  With 
respect  to  Mr.  Dickinson's  complaints,  which  he  brought  against  the  Cor- 
poration, they  seem  to  resolve  themselves  into  this,  that  he  being  an  inhabitant 
of  Hertfordshire  had  been  taxed  by  the  city  of  Liondon.  Mr.  Dickinson 
has  stated  in  his  evidence,  he  is  not  only  an  inhabitant  of  Hertfordshire,  but 
he  has  a  residence  in  the  city  of  London  ;  and  I  must  point  out  to  the 
Committee  that  Mr.  Dickinson  has  given  in  evidence  that  he  has  five  or 
six  mills  in  Hertfordshire  in  which  he  turns  coals  into  paper,  which  paper  is 
brought  into  the  market  of  the  city  of  London  and  sold.  I  was  going  to  show 
what  I  conceive  to  be  a  very  important  point,  that  the  streets  of  London  are 
thronged  with  carts  and  carriages,  and  pedestrians  and  horsemen,  who  come 
from  the  adjoining  counties.  They  are  poured  into  London  every  day  by  the 
trains.  If  the  tax  were  exclusively  on  the  City  it  would  be  a  great  hardship  to 
widen  streets,  and  open  thoroughfares,  and  build  bridges,  for  the  people  of  the 
adjoining  counties,  if  they  did  not  contribute.  I  will  just  put  in  evidence  a 
report  ot  a  Select  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  on  those  improvements 
in  1812,  which  states  that  the  counties  ought  to  contribute.  That  is  their 
opinion,  and  it  has  been  acted  on  ever  shjce.  The  date  is  June  11th,  1812: 
"  Had  these  grants  been  confined  to  the  execution  of  great  public  works  of  equal 
utility  and  ornament  to  the  capital,  it  might  perhaps  be  difficult  to  devise  a  fund 
out  of  which  (when  it  should  have  discharged  its  prior  obligations)  such  works 
could  with  more  propriety  have  been  effected  than  this,  of  which  so  large  a  propor- 
tion is  contributed  by  the  inhabitants  themselves  of  the  metropolis,  and  the  rest 
of  the  counties  immediately  adjacent  thereto/'  That  was  the  report  of  a  Select 
Committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  expenditure  of  the  money. 

490.  Sir  H.  Meux.]  What  was  the  area  that  was  included  in  London  at 
that  time  ? — The  area  extended  from  Yantlet  east  of  Gravesend  up  to  Staines, 
and  all  the  branches  of  the  port  of  London. 

491.  ChairTuan.]  And  the  water  of  Thames? — The  water  of  Thames,  and  the 
Grand  Junction  Canal,  as  far  as  Watford. 

492.  Sir  H.  Meujp.']  Was  Watford  included  ? — ^Yes. 

493.  Was  there  no  alteration  in  the  area  between  1812  and  1851? — I 
have  explained  to  the  Committee  before,  that  all  the  coal  duties  at  that  period, 
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Ml.  n.  Scott,     except  a  small  quantity  coming  into  Watford  by  the  Grand  Junction  Canal,  were 

brought  into  the  port  of  London,  therefore  the  whole  district  paid  the  tax  in 

5  May  1853.       the  port,  and  had  no  drawback.     The  operation  of  the  Act  of  1851  is  to  relieve 
the  district  lying  beyond  that  circle  of  taxation  by  returning  the  drawback. 

494.  The  Act  of  1851  inclosed  about  a  mile  or  two  miles  larger  area  than  the 
previous  Act? — I  have  not  admitted  that  at  all ;  I  shall  come  to  that  in  a  moment. 
The  other  complaint  of  Mr.  Dickinson  seemed  to  be  that  the  line  has  been  drawn 
at  the  point  where  his  business  has  been  carried  on.  Mr.  Dickinson  applied  for 
the  drawback,  the  line  passing  over  his  own  grounds,  and  the  City  refused  it 
because  it  passed  over  the  line.  I  would  remark,  that  the  line  for  taxation  and  . 
the  remission  of  taxation  must  be  drawn  somewhere.  The  complaint  of  Mr. 
Dickinson  is,  that  when  he  asked  for  remission  of  taxation  we  could  not  give 
it  because  he  was  just  within  the  line.  The  line  passed  over  Mr.  Dickinson's 
foot,  and  he  naturally  complained.  But  what  I  must  point  out  is,  that  in  drawing 
the  line  of  relief  of  taxation,  and  the  point  of  collection  of  taxation  on  his  property, 
we  have  excluded  very  many  more  inhabitants  by  drawing  that  line  than  we 
included  before.  We  have  excluded  the^whole  town  of  Gravesend.  I  can  only 
speak  from  guess,  but  I  should  say  that  Gravesend  would  include  30,000  or  40,000 
inhabitants.  The  town  of  Ware  has  been  relieved  with  regard  to  sea-borne  coals 
by  drawing  that  line.  In  striking  the  geometrical  circle  we  threw  out  those  two 
large  towns,  and  some  other  places,  and  relieved  the  whole  of  the  south  of  London 
beyond  the  boundary,  as  1  explained  before,  of  the  tax  on  sea-borne  coal. 
It  is  a  matter  of  regret  that  the  line  should  so  full  that  we  cannot  grant  the 
drawback  to  Mr.  Dickinson.  I  will  Just  further  point  out  that  the  Corporation 
in  this  matter  are  acting  as  trustees  for  the  Government,  and  they  cannot  return 
the  duty  to  any  individual  within  that  line.  With  regard  to  the  Corporation's 
interest  in  the  matter,  this  is  really  an  important  point ;  they  had  so  little  interest 
in  the  matter  that  I  repeatedly  waited  myself,  with  Mr.  Tyrrell,  on  the  Commis- 
sioners of  the  Woods  and  Forests,  and  said  they  were  willing  to  concede  the  whole, 
or  anything  that  would  settle  the  question,  but  the  Government  felt  that  the  Act 
had  passed,  and  that  it  was  a  very  serious  matter  to  disturb,  and  they  had  subse- 
quently  pledged  the  revenues  for  public  purposes.  I  must  also  state,  that  the 
Corporation  are  losers  and  not  gainers  by  striking  that  circle ;  that  I  can  prove. 

I  now  put  in  a  paper,  which  is  an  account  of  the  duties  received  upon  inland 
Vide  Appendix.  coals,  and  the  amount  paid  for  drawback.  The  total  duty  collected  on  the  Grand 
Junction  Canal,  and  other  modes  of  inland  conveyance,  on  which  we  granted  the 
drawback  since  1 838,  is  65,278  /.  15  s,  4  d.  The  total  drawback  allowed  since  that 
period  is  93,456/.  15^.  8rf.,  of  which  16,380/.  15^.  2d.  was  in  the  last  year. 
The  amount  of  inland  drawback  allowed  on  inland  duty  received  is  28,178  /.  08.  4^. 
This  is  exclusive  of  exemptions  granted  to  the  railroad  for  coals  brought  for  their 
own  use.  The  exemptions  granted  to  railroads  by  the  Act  of  1851  can  be 
proved  by  the  clerk  and  register  of  the  Coal  Market.  That,  I  understand,  is 
about  50,000  tons  more.  Therefore,  the  Corporation  are  losers  by  the  Act  of 
1851  in  a  pecuniary  point  of  view,  because  they  have  given  up  part  of  their  four- 
penny  duty  by  this  concession.  The  account  which  I  render  is  from  1838.  There 
is  a  foreign  drawback  and  an  inland  drawback ;  but  by  giving  up  to  the  public  the 
foreign  and  the  inland,  they  have  given  up  more  money  than  they  have  received 
from  inland  duty  altogether. 

495.  Chairman.]  You  stale  that  you  cannot  show  a  difference  between  draw- 
back on  the  coals  exported,  and  those  outside  the  area  of  taxation ;  can  any  one 
else  ? — ^The  amount  of  each  can  be  proved  by  the  clerk  and  the  registrar  of  the 
Coal  Market. 

496.  Mr.  Alderman  Cubitt']  Do  you  say  that  the  public  has  received  since  the 
Act  of  1851,  a  much  larger  amount  in  the  shape  of  drawback  upon  sea-borne 
coals,  than  you  have  received  from  all  the  coals  that  have  come  inland  ? — ^That  is 
not  precisely  my  evidence,  because  I  cannot  answer  that  question.  My  evidence 
is,  that  since  we  granted  the  drawback,  since  we  were  applied  to  by  the  trade  and 
Government  to  grant  the  drawback  in  1838,  which  began  with  foreign  ships,  it  has 
since  been  extended  to  inland  districts.  We  have  given  up,  in  drawback,  a  very 
much  larger  sum  than  we  received  from  all  the  canal  and  inland  duty  put  together. 
1  think  1  have  shown  that  the  Corporation  have  not  been  acting,  and  did  not  intend 
to  act,  for  their  own  emolument ;  that  the  amount  was  very  trifling,  but  the 
balance  is  against  the  Corporation  and  in  favour  of  the  public.  The  Committee 
>\ould  then  want  to  be  informed  why  we  should  object  to  that  Act  being  repealed  ; 

my 


Digitized  by 


Google 


SELECT  COMMITTEE  ON  COALS  (METROPOLIS;.  49 

my  answer  then  is,  that  we  have  stated  over  and  over  again  to  the  Woods  and       Mr.  B.  ScoA. 

Forests,  that  we  do  not  wish  10  keep  to  the  exact  houndary  which  has  been  marked,         

provided  a  boundary  line  can  be  struck.  The  first  object  of  going  for  that  Act  ^  ^^^  '^5*' 
was,  to  protect  the  fair  trader.  The  complaints  that  were  daily  made  to  the  Cor- 
poration were  very  harassing  ;  that  parties  were  bringing  coals  into  the  district 
unfairly,  to  compete  with  persons  who  paid  their  duty  fairly  in  the  Pool  and  else- 
where; that  was  one  of  the  complaints.  The  second  object  was  to  save  the 
constant  litigation  that  then  went  on.  I  may  say,  with  respect  to  many  of  the 
railways,  there  was  no  money  recovered,  excepting  through  the  hands  of  the 
solicitor ;  so  that  the  railway  company  had  to  pay  their  solicitor,  and  the  Corpora- 
lion  had  to  pay  their  solicitor  out  of  the  duty  ;  the  duties,  instead  of  being  fairly 
collected,  were  collected  compulsorriy,  and  had  the  legal  expenses  attached.  There 
was  another  object,  which  was  to  obviate  a  most  objectionable  system,  which  was 
of  setting  spies  and  informers  to  watch  the  coals.  The  only  remedy  under  the  Act  of 
i^45>  was  to  get  infonpation  of  coals  passing  the  20  miles  boundary,  which  involved 
the  appointment  of  inspectors  to  watch. 

497.  CAai77nan.']  At  some  expense  ? — Yes,  and  a  very  objectionable  mode  of 
collecting  the  duties. 

498.  At  considerable  expense?— Yes  ;  and  so  strong  was  the  objection  of  the 
City  solicitor,  that  he  has  frequently  dissuaded  the  committee  from  acting  on  that 
Act,  from  the  objectionable  nature  of  the  evidence  which  must  be  got. 

499.  Then  with  regard  to  the  doing  away  with  that  expensive  process  of  detec- 
tion, did  that  amount  in  any  way  to  any  such  sum  as  you  have  lest  hy  this  draw^ 
back.'^ — ^The  solicitor  was  paid  his  bills  out  of  the  1  d.  duty  which  is  a()plicable 
for  regulating  the  trade  ;  he  was  paid  for  watching  and  protecting  the  trade,  col- 
lecting the  duties,  and  preventing  frauds  under  the  Act  for  the  delivery  and  vend 
of  coals.  What  1  want  to  point  out  is,  that  the  provisions  of  the  Act  of  1845 
which  struck  the  20  miles  circle  was  so  imperfect,  that  the  only  mode  of  proceeding 
at  law  was  to  get  evidence  through  the  information  of  an  informer.  There  were 
no  stones  placed  on  that  line  or  circle  at  that  time,  and  therefore  the  evidence  couid 
not  be  got  which  we  now  get  from  the  companies  themselves,  or  from  the  parties 
who  have  to  make  the  returns  when  they  pass. 

500.  How  do  you  get  it  as  regards  the  turnpike  roads  and  bye  lanes  except  by 
informers? — ^The  Act  of  1851  provides  for  proper  returns  to  be  made  by  all 
parties  sending  coals  within  the  district,  and  the  details  of  those  arrangements  can 
be  explained  by  the  clerk  and  registrar. 

501.  There  is  an  answer  of  Mr.  Dickinson's  which  seems  to  apply  to  this: 
"And  they  would  not  grant  you  the  drawback  although  they  were  carried  beyond 
the  circle  ? — No ;  I  would  have  tried  it  in  an  action  with  them,  but  they  are  the 
judges  in  their  own  case  by  this  Act.  I  never  saw  such  an  Act  in  my  life.  Poor 
ignorant  people  have  all  these  certificates  to  look  to,  and  to  give  notice  as  to 
the  removing  of  coals ;  and  u.oreover,  there  h  this  in  it,  if  you  carry  a  quarter 
of  a  ton  of  coal  by  a  donkey  cart,  as  I  have  seen  it  carried  to  St.  Albans,  they 
are  made  to  pay  the  duty  on  that ;  but  if  you  want  to  get  the  drawback',  you 
cannot  claim  it  unless  you  are  carrying  20  tons".^ — That  is  the  law  under  that 
Act.  To  prevent  innumerable  applications  for  drawback,  it  was  limited  by  the 
law  to  20  tons. 

502.  Is  this  quite  correct  with  regard  to  the  smaller  quantity  of  coals  ? — That 
is  correct ;  no  coal  merchant  or  other  person  sending  coals  and  requiring  draw- 
back could  do  it  unless  it  went  in  large  quantities ;  small  quantities  could  not. 
Then  with  regard  to  questions  403  and  404,  put,  I  think,  by  Mr.  Miles,  the 
answers  are  to  the  effect  that  there  were  no  penalties  before  1851.  The  answers 
of  Mr.  Dickinson  are  incorrect;  there  were  penalties  in  the  Act  of  1845  ^f  100/. 
a  ton  for  evading  the  duties  on  the  canals  and  railways,  and  regulations  which  the 
Corporation  were  empowered  to  make  in  all  these  cases  by  any  of  these  Acts,  or 
any  other  mode  of  bringing  in  these  coals.  With  respect  to  the  extension  of  the 
circle,  I  would  just  refer  to  the  Act  of  184.5  ^o  show  that  it  was  by  that  Act  the 
20  mile  circle  was  struck,  and  the  duties  were  payable  there.  My  object  is  to 
show  that  if  parties  were  not  aware  of  the  Act  of  1845,  which  it  is  possible  they 
might  not  have  been,  they  were  still  under  the  impression  that  the  coal  duties 
were  payable  at  the  stones.  By  the  Act  of  1845,  they  were  payable  if  brought 
to  any  point  within  20  miles  of  the  Post  Office.  Clause  2  provides  that  it  shall  be 
on  **  coals,  culm,  and  cinders  brought  to  any  place  within  the  port  of  London,  or 
within  the  cities  of  London  and  Westminster,  and  the  borough  of  Southwark,  or  to 
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Mr.  B.  SeoU.      any  place  within  the  distance  of  20  noiles  from  the  General  Post  Office  in  the  city 

of  London  by  any  railway  already  constructed,  or  hereafter  to  be  constructed,  or 

5  ^^^y  1^53-  by  inland  navigation,  or  by  any  other  mode  of  conveyance/'  I  want  to  show  the 
Committee  that  it  was  by  the  Act  of  1845  that  the  circle  was  struck,  and  not  by 
the  Act  of  1851,  which  was  to  inform  persons  outside  that  circle  that  the  duty  was 
legally  payable  under  the  Act  of  1845.  The  Corporation  did  entertain  doubts, 
and  questions  had  been  raised  as  to  what  the  operation  of  that  20  mile  circle  was, 
and  they  therefore  laid  a  case  before  the  Attorney  and  Solicitor-general,  which 
was  done  with  the  concurrence  of  the  Woods  and  Forests,  and  the  City  Counsel,  the 
Recorder,  and  Common  Serjeant  were  also  consulted.  The  case  states  the  whole  of 
this  matter;  it  states  the  orders  and  the  returns  made  by  the  railways  not  as  from  the 
stone,  but  the  returns  were  made  as  from  20  miles.  The  opinion  is  to  this  effect  : 
"  We  are  of  opinion  that  under  each  of  the  statutes  referred  to,  the  duty  upon 
coals  is  payable  upon  coals  brought  by  rail,  canal,  or  road,  within  20  miles  of  the 
Post  Office  in  a  direct  line,  or,  in  common  parlance,  as  the  crow  flies,  (signed) 
A.  E.  CockburUj  W.  P.  fVood^  J,  A.  Stuart  Wortley^  Recorder,  Edward  Bullock^ 
Common  Serjeant/'  That  opinion  has  not  been  questioned,  as  far  as  I  have  heard, 
by  any  individual  or  any  public  body,  and  they  are  all  now  paying  the  duty^  and  it 
was  on  that  opinion  that  the  stones  were  so  placed.  The  only  remaining  remark 
I  would  make  is  this,  that  the  Act  of  1851  afforded  a  boundary  for  the  relief  of  the 
trade  and  public,  and  for  vending  coals  ;  but  that  Act  did  not  contain  any  powers 
of  taxation,  and  was  not  intended  to  contain  powers  of  taxation.  The  conse- 
quences of  its  disturbance  would  be  increased  duties  paid  by  the  public  to  the 
Corporation  and  Government,  derangement  of  the  trade,  ceaseless  and  expensive 
litigation  paid  out  of  the  duty,  and  smugghng  carried  on  by  unfair  traders  all  round 
the  boundary.  And  I  may  state,  in  conclusion,  that  the  only  gainer  that  I  am 
aware  of  by  the  repeal  of  that  Act  would  be,  my  friend,  the  City  Solicitor,  in 
whose  hands  I  should  be  glad  to  see  any  reasonable  business  fairly  placed  ;  but  he 
would  be  the  real  party  to  gain  by  the  unsettling  of  that  question. 

503.  Mr.  Tyrrell,  in  his  evidence,  page  3,  question  37,  in  alluding  to  an  Act 
entitled  '*  An  Act  to  make  further  provisions  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  making 
the  Approaches  to  London  Bridge,  and  the  removal  of  Fleet  Market,"  says  : 
**  Duty  on  wines  ;  on  apprentices,  freedoms,  and  agreements,  and  the  several  sums 
of  8,000/.,  2,000/.,  and  1,500/.  per  annum,  and  half  of  the  profits  of  Fleet 
Market,  were  applied  to,  and  formed  part  of  the  improvement  fund."  We  have 
not  had  the  account  of  half  of  those  profits  r — ^They  are  returned  in  one  of  the 
accounts.  Half  of  these  profits  are  carried  to  the  London  Bridge  Approaches 
account.  The  account  is  page  68  of  the  Appendix.  There  were  some  proceeds 
in  1832,  1834,  1845,  1846,  and  1852.  They  were  small  in  those  years,  and  in 
the  (>ther  years  there  has  been  a  loss. 

504.  In  page  7,  in  answer  to  question  96,  **  By  reference  to  your  accounts, 
can  you  ascertain  your  receipts  under  each  head  of  coal  duties,  wine  duties,  and 
so  on  ?  '*  your  answer  was,  "  Yes.'*  Where  do  they  appear  ? — In  the  same  account, 
page  68  of  the  Appendix,  the  whole  of  the  income  of  that  fund  is  stated  in 
detail. 

.505.  Lord  R.  Grosvenor.']  Is  it  in  separate  items,  wine  so  much,  and  coals  30 
much? — Yes,  coals  so  much,  contributions  to  the  City  aqueducts,  and  soon. 

506.  Does  that  state  the  sum  total  produced  by  the  wine  duty  ?— It  does,  in 
every  year. 

507.  Mr,  Vernon.]  Apprentices'  bindings,  and  so  on  ? — They  are  all  kept  sepa- 
rately, but  carried  to  one  account. 

V  508.  Chairman.']  At  page  8,  question  106,  with  reference  to  tiie  London  Bridge 
A})proaches  Fund,  you  are  asked,  *'  Have  they,  in  point  of  fact,  spent  any  of  the 
money  in  relieving  any  of  those  funds  ? — ^Yes."  Then  you  are  asked,  "  Is  there 
any  return  to  show  that  ? "  and  you  say,  "  We  can  give  the  Committee  a  return  "? 
— That  is  about  the  emoluments  of  the  Chamberlain.  The  accounts  are  all  returned 
in  respect  of  the  Chamberlain's  emoluments. 

509.  Then  in  page  9,  question  112,  you  are  asked,  "Practically,  has  the 
Cfianiberlain  ever  received,  or  more  than  once  received,  less  than  2,500/.  a  year  r  '* 
Your  answer  is,  "  He  has  never  received  less ;  the  calculation  was  that  there 
would  always  be  a  surplus ;  there  always  has  been  a  large  or  small  surplus  ever 
since  that  time,  which  has  been  accumulated  or  applied  as  I  have  mentioned  "? — 
Yes. 

510.  Where  do  you  show  it  has  been  accumulated  ? — I  returned,  at  the  last 
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Dieting  of  the  Committee,  an  account  of  the  annaal  receipts  and  payments  of      Mr.  B.  Scott. 
the  Chamberlain's  fee  fund,  an  account  of  the  appropriation  of  the  surplus.     The  ■ 

account  is  before  the  Committee.  5  ***y  I'st- 

511.  In  the  next  page,  question  130,  you  were  asked,  "Have  the  audit  com- 
mittee an  account  of  the  profit  of  the  office,  which  they  can  lay  before  this 
Committee**? — That  is  the  account  which  I  have  laid  before  you. 

512.  Are  all  the  accounts  that  have  been  called  for  returned  ? — I  believe  so, 
everything. 

513.  You  were  asked  at  question  156,  "What  proportion  do  the  proceeds  of 
the  4  d.  duly  bear  to  the  other  duties  paid  into  the  City  cash  from  the  general 
income  of  the  City  ?  "  Your  answer  was,  "  I  think  it  is,  in  round  figures,  about 
a  third  of  their  income  which  is  net,  now  about  160,000  /.  or  170,000  /.,  and  it 
would  be  about  a  third  of  that*'? — Yes,  that  is  correct. 

514.  Can  you  give  us  the  return  on  which  the  income  tax  is  paid  by  the  City  ? 
—Under  which  Schedule  ? 

515.  The  return  will  show  that  ? — We  have  various  returns;  we  make  a  return 
under  Schedule  D ;  the  income  tax  is  stopped  at  the  Bank  under  Schedule  C,  and  we 
allow  it  to  tenants  under  another  Schedule. 

516.  It  is  with  regard  to  the  coal  duties  that  the  question  was  asked  ? — ^With 
regard  to  coal  duties  it  would  be  under  Schedule  D. 

517.  Would  that  return  show  the  amount  you  pay? — That  would  show  the 
amount  of  the  duties,  precisely  the  same  as  we  have  returned  to  you  ;  they  are  all 
returned  to  the  Committee  under  Mr.  Blackett^s  motion. 

518.  Can  you  state  the  amount  of  tiie  4d.  duty,  and  show  how  much  has  been 
spent  on  public  improvements  ;  how  much  within  the  City,  and  how  much  without 
the  City  ? — I  laid  the  balance-sheet  of  the  41/.  duty  before  the  Committee  the  last 
time  the  Committee  met,  and  the  charges  on  it  in  resfiect  of  public  improvements. 

519.  Will  it  show  the  amount  which  the  City  has  expended  in  public  improve- 
ments within  the  City  boundary  and  without  ? — Yes,  what  is  spent  within  and 
without;  ihe4d.  has  been  applied  exclusively  within  the  City  in  making  the  street 
from  the  termination  of  London  Bridge  to  St.  Paul's — New  Cannon-street. 

520.  And  as  regards  the  other  duties  as  well  ? — As  regards  the  other  duties  there 
is  an  account  showing  what  has  been  within  and  what  has  been  without  the  local 
district  which  is  termed  the  City. 

521.  Just  refer  to  that? — Yes.  The  return  commences  at  page  91  of  the 
Appendix.  The  account,  No.  18,  gives  the  whole  of  the  monies  which  have  been 
raised  for  public  works,  buildings,  and  street  improvements  effected  out  of  the 
coal  duties  received  by  the  Corporation  in  the  character  of  trustees  for  adminis- 
tration or  otherwise.  This  includes  the  whole  of  the  improvements  laid  down  on 
the  map. 

522.  Does  it  distinguish  what  was  done  outside  and  what  was  done  inside  ? — 
It  distinguishes  the  improvements  effected  within  the  City  and  without  the  City ; 
the  improvements  of  a  mixed  character,  for  the  benefit  of  the  City  as  well  as  the 
adjacent  districts. 

523.  Lord  R.  GrosvenorJ]  What  has  been  the  amount  of  money  spent  by  the 
Corporation  out  of  their  share  of  the  duty  ? — That  is  included  in  the  account. 

524.  State  the  sum  total? — £.540,000;  Cannon-street,  and  some  smaller 
improvements.  The  account  is  made  out  to  show  altogether  what  amount  of 
the  coal  duties  is  spent  in  the  City,  and  what  amount  out  of  the  City. 

525.  The  question  was  what  amount  of  money  has  been  spent  in  improvements 
by  the  Corporation  out  of  their  share  of  the  duty  ? — The  total  amount  has  been 
630,000  /. 

526.  Chairman.']  Out  of  the  4d.  duty? — Yes;  the  accounts  have  not  been 
closed  yet ;  that  amount  has  been  raised  and  expended. 

527.  Lord  R.  Grosvenor.]  What  amount  was  expended  under  the  direction  of 
the  Woods  and  Forests? — £.665,000  out  of  the  Hd.  duty,  and  a  sum  which  is 
unknown  to  me  out  of  the  1  d.  duty. 

528.  Is  that  sum  unknown  to  you  in  consequence  of  it  being  in  the  hands  of 
the  Office  of  Works  r — We  merely  hand  over  the  duty ;  we  do  not  know  what 
has  been  raised  on  it.  They  have  authority  to  raise  180,000/.  upon  that,  besides 
applying  a  part  of  that  which  was  invested  in  the  funds.  There  is  something  like 
300,000  /.  to  be  added  to  clear  charges  for  interest,  which  has  not  been  liquidated. 

529.  Chairman.]  How  much  has  been  produced  by  the  1  d.  tax  net? — The  last 
year  was  14,397  /.  17  s.  6d.;  it  is  page  3  of  the  return  moved  for  by  Mr.  Blackett. 
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Kt.  B.  Scott.         530.  How  much  is  the  8  d.  duty  ? — ^The  8  d.  duty  is  page  2  of  the  same  return, 

— — -       and  the  4d.  duty  is  the  same  page. 

3  May  1853.  531.  Lord  R.  Grosvenor.]  Can  you  give  the  amount  which  has  been  spent 

under  the  direction  of  the  Corporation  for  public  improvements,  and  also  the  sum 
spent  under  the  direction  of  the  Woods  and  Forests  ? — If  you  take  the  sum  total 
of  this  account,  No.  18,  page  91  of  the  Appendix,  that  gives  the  total  amount 
expended,  since  the  building  of  filackfriars  Bridge,  for  public  improvements.  That 
total  is  3,996,543/.  lis.  $d.  Of  that,  as  I  said  before,  630,000/.  has  been  con- 
tributed by  the  Corporation  out  of  their  4^.,  and  a  large  sum  contributed  out  of 
their  own  revenues,  of  which  I  have  to  make  a  return.  I  will  make  this  remark 
also:  in  dividing  the  improvements  which  we  have  been  required  to  furnish, 
it  is  in  some  cases  impossible  to  say  whether  they  are  for  the  benefit  of  the  Corpo- 
ration, or  for  the  benefit  of  the  City  and  the  adjacent  district ;  they  are,  in  fact, 
all  for  the  benefit  of  the  adjacent  district,  for  the  inhabitants  pass  and  repass 
through  the  City. 

Mr.  James  Renat  Scolty  called  in  ;  and  Examined. 

Mr.  J*  R.  ScotL         532.   Chairman.']  WHAT  are  you  ? — The  Clerk  and  Registrar  of  the  Coal 
Market. 

533.  Can  you  give  any  information  as  to  the  fixing  of  the  stones  in  the  year 
1851,  after  that  Act  passed,  not  only  on  the  railroads  and  canals«  but  on  the  roads 
and  bye  lanes  ? — The  wish  of  the  committee  in  fixing  the  boundary  of  20  miles 
from  the  General  Post  OflSce  in  a  direct  line,  and  the  instructions  to  myself,  as 
indicating  the  spot  where  the  traffic  required  them,  to  the  surveyor  was,  that  they 
should  be  fixed  according  to  the  best  known  map,  which  was  the  map  of  the 
Ordnance  Survey  ;  that  the  line  should  be  struck  within  a  distance  of  20  miles 
from  the  General  Post  OflSce,  which  was  so  done. 

534.  What  do  you  mean  by  *'  within  **  ? — That  we  should  take  within  that 
which,  according  to  the  map,  was  the  exact  distance;  but  the  line  should  be 
drawn  within  a  distance  to  give  no  occasion  for  parties  objecting,  and  that  the 
stones  should  again  be  placed  within  that  distance. 

535.  Sir  H.  MeuxJ]  So  that  the  present  boundary  line  is  in  no  instance  within 
the  full  distance  of  20  miles  ? — Exactly  so. 

536.  Chairman.']  Have  there  been  any  instances  in  which  complaints  have 
been  made  of  those  stones  having  been  placed  beyond  the  limit? — The  only  diffi- 
culty was  in  the  instance  of  Home  Park  Mill,  which  is  in  the  possession  of  Mr. 
Dickinson.  There  was  some  remonstrance  that  we  were  placing  the  boundary 
stone  at  too  great  a  distance.  Mr.  Allen,  on  behalf  of  the  surveyor  and  architect 
of  London,  met  Mr.  Lake,  on  behalf  of  the  Grand  Junction  Canal,  and  I  believe 
there  was  another  gentleman,  Mr.  Longman,  who  was  there  out  of  courtesy,  on 
behalf  of  Mr.  Dickinson,  the  proprietor  of  the  mill.  According  to  a  plan  which 
I  have  here,  the  boundary  is  a  furlong  and  a  half  beyond  the  spot  where  the  stone 
is  now  placed.  We,  however,  conceded  the  point,  and  placed  the  stone  a  furlong 
and  a  half  within  what  we  considered  the  correct  spot,  solely  with  the  view  that 
Mr.  Dickinson  should  not  complain.  The  Corporation  being  desirous  that  there 
should  be  no  occasion  for  cavil,  fixed  it  a  furlong  and  a  quarter  within  where  we 
made  the  direct  distance  of  20  miles. 

537.  Mr.  Vernon.']  A  furlong  and  a  quarter  less  than  the  original  line  ? — Less 
than  what  we  considered  to  be  the  original  line. 

538.  Sir  H.  Meux.]  Was  that  the  only  complaint  you  had  about  the  distance? 
— Yes ;  Mr.  Ashcroft,  on  behalf  of  the  Eastern  Counties  Railway,  came  to  my 
ofllice  to  test  the  map  as  to  its  accuracy,  and  was  content ;  and  a  gentleman  on 
behalf  of  the  River  Lee  came  with  him.  He  was  also  content  that  the  boundary 
was  correctly  marked  at  20  miles  or  within. 

539.  That  was  simply  with  reference  to  the  accuracy  of  the  measurement  ? — 
Yes  ;  all  the  boundary  stones,  I  would  beg  to  say,  have  been  placed  at  the  present 
time,  and  without  any  legal  proceedings,  or  without  any  opposition  or  legal 
expenses  or  difl&culty  of  agreeing  with  the  paities  who  had  to  agree  with  the 
Corporation  surveyor  in  conformity  with  the  clause  in  the  Act  of  Parliament. 

540.  Mr.  Vernon.]  In  the  case  of  common  highway  roads,  the  stones  v\ere  placed 
by  agreement  with  the  surveyors  of  the  roads  ? — Yes ;  the  surveyors  of  the  roads 
were  there.  I  believe  in  all  cases  there  were  surveyors.  They  were  the  |)arties 
to  agree  with  the  Corporation,  and  in  all  cases  they  were  so  agreed. 

541.  Sir  H.  Meux.]  Were  any  siones  placed  on  the  high  roads  before  this  ? — 
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Not  any ;  ihe  Act  of  1 845,  which  rendered  the  boundary*  uniform,  did  not  give  to     Mr.  7.  R.  Scm. 
the  Corporation  the  power  of  replacing  the  stones  which  previously  to  that  time  '  — 

were  placed  at  various  and  uncertain  distances^  or  to  place  stones  on  canals,  or  rail-       5  May  i853^ 
roads,  or  common  roads. 

542.  Chairman.]  This  evidence  given  by  Mr.  Dickinson  as  to  the  area  of 
taxation  having  been  extended  two  miles  in  all  directions  by  the  Act  of  1 85 1 , 
accordin<]^  to  what  you  say,  that  was  not  the  fact  ? — No ;  and  for  this  reason  :  in 
two  cases  the  old  boundary  stones  were  placed  half  a  mile  beyond  the  direct  dis- 
tance from  the  General  Post  Office ;  and  by  rendering  that  Act  uniform  in 
placing  the  stones  they  have  been  contracted  and  brought  within  the  direct  distance 
of  20  miles.  That  was  the  case  with  the  stone  on  the  Eastern  Counties  Rail- 
way at  Shenfield  ;  and  on  the  South  Western  Railway,  beyond  the  station  at 
We}  bridge.  Again,  the  boundar}-  line,  as  struck  by  that  map,  excludes  the  towns 
of  Gravesend,  Ware,  and  other  places.  By  the  operation  of  this  Act,  with  regard 
to  the  exemption  of  Gravesend  alone,  the  Corporation  loss  was  15,621  tons  in 
one  year,  Gravesend  previously  paying  duty. 

543.  Was  that  in  one  year? — in  the  year  1852. 

544.  Has  there  been  any  increase  in  the  supply  of  coal  to  Gravesend  as  against 
the  year  before? — No;  all  ^ea-borne  coals  pass  Gravesend  coming  into  the  port 
of  London. 

545.  Are  you  aware  of  any  portion  of  Hertfordshire,  near  the  town  of  Hert- 
ford, where  coals  go  out  of  the  area  of  taxation,  and  are  afterwards  taxed  on 
coming  in? — I  am  not  a\^are  of  any  such  case  except  where  the  drawback  has 
been  allowed.  If  the  coals  are  afterwards  brought  in  again  for  consumption 
within  the  district,  then  they  pay  the  duty  afresii.  There  has  been  a  case  where 
1  have  refused  drawback  from  a  party  declining  to  make  proper  returns.  This 
party  has  paid  duty  on  coals  brought  on  common  roads,  but  he  has  himself 
deducted  from  that  duty  such  coals  as  I  have  refused  to  allow  hiu)  the  drawback 
on.     That  has  been  allowed. 

.546.  Previous  to  the  Act  of  1851,  could  coals  be  brought  within  the  district  by 
carts,  without  being  liable  to  the  payment  of  duty  ? — No ;,  the  Act  of  1845  ren- 
dered everything  brought  within  *i0  miles  of  the  Post  Office  liable  to  duty. 

547.  And  you  got  that  by  the  common  informer? — No  ;  they  did  not  pay  the 
duty,  except  in  isolated  cases.  I  can  mention  a  case  which  occurred  at  Dartford, 
where  a  party  brouuht  in  some  coals  from  some  stores  considerably  beyond  Graves- 
end. He  had  not  paid  the  duties  on  them.  They  were  some  stores  on  the 
Thames  and  Medway  Canal.  He  took  them  into  Dartford  ;  we  called  on  him  to 
pay  the  duty,  or  we  should  take  legal  proceedings  against  him,  and  he  paid  the 
duty  on  upwards  of  300  tons  of  coals.  That  is  one  case.  But  the  Act  of  1845, 
ahhougi)  it  confers  a  title  to  an  uniform  distance  of  20  miles^  on  coals  brought 
within  that  circle  to  the  duty,  did  not  apply  the  machinery,  for  want  of  which  the 
Corporation,  in  carrying  that  Act  into  execution,  found  to  be  extremely  costly,  as 
the  principal  clerk  to  the  Chamberlain  has  stated. 

548.  Sir  H.  Meux\]  No  penalties  attach  to  it? — ^There  were  penalties,  but  I 
believe  it  was  by  civil  action  ;  not  by  the  summary  process,  as  at  present,  by 
gummons  to  the  Police  Courts 

549.  ChairmayiJ]  Did  the  Act  of  1845  impose  any  duty  on  any  town  previously 
exempt? — ^There  was  one  town,  to  it  great  extent,  which  was  affected  by  the  Act  of 
1 845,  and  that  was  St.  Alban's.  That  town  was  previously  supplied  with  coals  from 
Two  Waters,  brought  in  by  cart,  there  being  no  railway  or  canal  to  St.  Alban's ; 
and  the  cause  of  the  Corporation  applying  for  the  Act  of  1851  was  very  much  in 
conseqtience  of  an  illegal  traffic,  between  the  years  1845  and  1851  being  carried 
on  to  the  injury  of  parties  carrying  on  trade  on  the  Grand  Junction  Canal  and 
the  North  Western  Railway,  by  these  carts,  coal  laden,  being  brought  in  without 
the  payment  of  duty.  I  I)ave  here  a  letter  signed  by  George  Stevenson  &  Com- 
pany, the  proprietors  of  the  Clay  Cross  Collieries,  stating  they  wish  to  call  the 
Corporation's  attention  to  the  fact  of  their  coals  paying  duty  and  receiving  no  pro- 
tection, from  the  coals  being  brought  into  the  boundary  of  20  miles  by  carts  not 
paying  duty.  The  date  of  that  is  January  31st,  1851.  1  would  beg  leave  to 
inform  the  Committee,  that  previously  to  the  year  1 845,  when  the  Coiporation 
were  entitle/!  to  dues  on  coals  brought  by  any  means  of  conveyance  within  20 
miles  from  the  General  Post  Office,  that  no  railway  had  commenced  any  coal 
traffic ;  so  that  all  the  traffic  on  the  various  railways  has  been  since  the  year  1845. 

^49-  ^  3  550.  Mr. 
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Wr.  7.  B.  Scott.  550.  Mr.  Vernon.']  Does  this  map  represent  the  area  of  taxation  between  1845 
—      and  1851  ? — Previously  to  the  year  1845. 

5  May  1853.  ^51,  How  comes  it  that  the  area  of  taxation,  as  represented  in  blue  colour 

on  the  map,  appears  in  some  cases  to  have  actually  extended  nearly  16  miles 
further  than  the  present  direct  20  miles  line? — Because  there  was  no  com- 
munication with  the  inland  counties.  The  Eastern  Counties  Railway,  as  I 
have  stated,  was  not  bringing  coal  in  1845.  There  were  no  means  of  coals  being 
conveyed  to  supply  Hertford,  Ware,  Bishop  Stortford,  Sawbridgeworth,  Saffron 
Walden,  or  down  even  to  (.ambridge  itself,  except  l*y  the  Lee  navigation  from  the 
port  of  London,  and  the  Stort  Navigation.  That,  to  a  great  extent,  is  the  case 
now.  It  has  been  stated  that  we  have  extended  the  area  of  taxation  to  St.  Alban's 
and  King's  Langley  by  this  Act  of  1851.  I  beg  to  put  in  a  statement  of  the 
traffic  on  the  Grand  Junction  Canal,  which  I  have  the  means  of  arriving  at. 
Between  the  old  boundary  previous  to  1845  and  the  boundary  as  at  present  indi- 
cated,  there  have,  within  the  year  1852,  been  brought  within  that  space  1,964 
tons,  of  which  351  has  paid  duty,  and  the  rest,  1,613,  conveyed  to  Mr.  Dickin- 
son, upon  which  coals  he  claims  an  exemption,  on  the  ground  of  their  being 
unloaded  on  his  own  land,  and  upon  which  quantity  the  duty  has  not  been  paid. 
But  at  the  latter  point  the  Corporation  have  allowed  drawback  on  5,545  tons  as 
against  1,964. 


JoviSy  IT  die  Maii,  1853. 


MEMBERS    PRESENT. 


Sir  John  Shelley. 
Sir  Joshua  Walmsley. 
Mr.  Vernon. 
Mr.  Masterman. 
Mr.  Ewart. 


Mr.  Headlam. 
Sir  Henry  Meux. 
Mr.  Alderman  Cubitt. 
Sir  James  Duke. 
Mr.  W.  Miles. 


Sir  JOHN  SHELLEY,  in  the  Chair. 


John  Dickinsonj  Esq.,  called  in ;  and  further  Examined. 

J.  Dickinson,  Eiq.       55^5.  Chairman.']  DO  you  wish  to  put  in  a  case,  which  you  have  had  sub- 

mitted   to  counsel,  for  the  consideration   of    the  Committee? — Yes;    I  am 

12  May  1853.  desirous  that  the  Committee  should  see  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Warren,  q.  c, 
upon  a  case  that  was  submitted  to  him  by  me,  in  which  the  Acts  of  the 
10  Geo.  4,  1 1  Geo.  4,  1  &  2  Will.  4,  and  the  3  &  4  Vict,  were  referred  to. 

553.  Mr.  Headlam.]  What  was  the  question  ?— The  question  was,  **  Whether 
the  duty,  or  any  portion  of  the  duty,  on  coals  brought  by  canal  or  railways 
within  20  miles  of  London,  but  not  delivered  into  the  port  of  London,  does  by 
law  and  right  necessarily  accrue  to,  and  thereby  form  a  portion  of,  *  The  London 
Bridge  Approaches  Fund?*"  Mr.  Warren's  answer  was,  "I  am  of  opinion 
that  no  portion  of  the  duty  on  coals  brought  by  canal  or  railway  within  20 
miles  of  London,  but  not  delivered  into  the  port  of  London,  by  law  necessarily 
accrues  to  or  forms  a  portion  of  the  London  Bridge  Approaches  Fund.  The 
chai^  or  duty  levied  on  canal-borne  coal,  and  that  levied  on  coal  imported 
otherwise  into  the  port  of  London,  are  essentially  distinct  in  their  origin  and 
character.  The  former  duty  would  seem  to  date  from  1 805  ;  by  the  45th  Geo.  3, 
c.  8,  the  latter,  in  the  shape  of  '  The  Orphans'  Fund,'  was  established  in  the 
year  1694,  by  statute  5  &  6  William  and  Mary,  c.  10.  The  amount  of  the 
former  was  1  ^.  3  rf.,  since  reduced  to  Is.  1  d.;  the  amount  of  the  Orphan  Fund 
was  4  d.  for  the  metage,  and  6  d.  per  ton  for  every  ton  of  coals  imported  into 
the  port  of  London.  This  distinction  clearly  existed  down  to  the  passing  of 
the  10  Geo.  4,  c.  136,  the  72d  section  of  which  charges  the  duty  of  6  d.  per  ton 
as  the  fund  on  which  the  advances  by  the  Treasury  were  to  be  secured,  and 
which  duty  was  the  main  foundation  of  what  is  subsequently  denominated, 
*  The  London  Bridge  Approaches  Fund.'     In  neither  that  nor  any  subsequent 
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statute  is  there  any  express  mention  of  the  above  duty  of  1  ^.  1  d.  charged  on  /.  Dickinson^  Esq. 

canal-bome  coal  as  constituting  a  part  of  the  fund  in  question,  nor  do  I  find      

any  language  in  any  of  those  Acts  which  can  fairly  be  construed  to  include  it      ^^  ****>'  ^^53« 
by  implication.     The  only  words  on  which  any  argument  to  the  contrary  could 
be  founded,  are  the  words,  '  brought  by  inland  conveyance,'  used  in  statute 

3  &  4  Vict.  c.  87,  s.  2,  and  recited  in  a  subsequent  statute,  but  these  words  are 
in  my  opinion  far  too  vague  to  create  a  new  and  additional  charge  upon  the 
corporate  funds;  so  important  an  operation  would  undoubtedly  have  been 
eflfected  by  direct  and  substantive  enactment.  As  at  the  time  when  this  'fund' 
was  created,  both  the  corporation  and  the  Government  were  aware  of  the  exist- 
ence of  these  two  distinct  sources  of  revenue,  they  must  be  taken  to  have 
intentionally  excluded  the  canal  duty  by  their  specific  appropriation  of  the 
other  duties ;  on  the  ordinary  principle  of  law,  '  the  express  mention  of  one 
thing  implies  the  exclusion  of  another.'  "     Coke,  Littleton,  210  a. 

554.  Did  you  do  anytliing  upon  that  opinion  ? — I  wished  to  see  whether  my 
grounds  were  right  for  opposing. 

555.  You  only  got  it  for  your  own  information ;  you  did  not  do  anything,  or 
attempt  to  make  any  alteration  in  consequence  of  that  opinion  ? — No. 

556.  Chairman.']  What  is  the  date  of  that  opinion  ? — Twentieth  April  1853. 

Mr.  Benjamin  Scotty  called  in ;  and  further  Examined. 

557.  Chairman.]  ON  the  first  day  of  evidence  you  were  asked,  at  Ques-  Mr.  B.Scott. 
tion  239,  "  Are  those  sums  which  have  been  just  enumerated,  charged  exclu-  ' 
sively  upon  the  4  d.  duty,  or  is  there  any  collateral  security  of  any  sort  or  kind 

for  the  payment  of  any  of  those  sums?"  The  answer  was,  "There  is  the 
collateral  security  of  the  city  seal,  but  the  mortgages  expressly  recite  that  it  is 
under  these  acts  of  the  common  council  that  the  mortgages  are  charged  to  the 

4  d.  duty,  and  that  what  we  receive  as  an  equivalent  for  it  shall  be  a  security 
to  repay  those  moneys,  the  metage  dues."  ITien  you  were  asked,  Question 
240,  "  \)o  you  consider  that  this  4  d.  duty  is  the  only  security  which  the  parties 
ultimately  have?"  Your  answer  is,  "  That  is  a  point  which  I  should  hardly  like  to 
speak  upon,  as  it  involves  the  question  of  how  far  the  city  seal  would  render  the 
corporation  liable  as  to  their  other  properly."  Now,  can  you  or  Mr.  Tyrrell 
give  any  evidence  upon  that  point  ? — ^The  point  was  mentioned  in  our  com- 
mittee before  the  law  officers,  and  it  was  the  opinion  of  the  committee  that  the 
city  seal  was  a  collateral  security. 

558.  Can  you  give  the  opinion  of  the  law  officers  ? — It  was  only  given  ver- 
bally. It  was  the  impression  of  the  parties  present  advising  the  committee,  that 
the  city  seal  did  constitute  a  collateral  security.  It  has  been  invariably  the 
practice  for  very  many  years  past,  to  place  the  seal  upon  the  bonds  raised  for 
these  pubUc  purposes,  in  order  that  there  might  be  that  collateral  security ; 
because,  by  so  doing,  the  money  is  raised  at  a  very  much  cheaper  rate  than  it 
would  if  it  were  raised  exclusively  upon  the  toll,  and  by  that  means  a  very  large 
saving  of  interest  to  the  pubUc  has  been  effected,  not  only  with  regard  to  these 
particular  securities  on  the  4d.  duty,  but  also  with  respect  to  all  the  securities 
which  the  city  have  issued  on  the  8  d.  duty  for  the  London  Bridge  Approaches 
advances.  The  same  rule  has  been  adhered  to  in  both  cases,  whether  the  City 
were  acting  for  themselves,  or  whether  they  were  acting  as  trustees  ;  they  made 
the  security  in  such  a  shape,  that  they  could  raise  money  at  the  lowest  possible 
rate  of  interest. 

55y.  Then,  in  fact,  supposing  ParUament  were  to  make  an  alteration  with 
regard  to  this  4d.  duty,  there  is  the  collateral  security  of  the  corporation  seal, 
as  a  security  to  those  who  advance  money  ? — There  is  no  doubt  that  is  the  case. 
It  is  not  likely  Parliament  would  ever  sanction  a  precedent  of  that  kind,  taking 
away  property  because  it  did  not  happen  to  be  mortgaged  exclusively  for  that 
purpose.  I  explained,  I  think,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Committee,  that  the 
corporation  could  not  legally  separate  their  4d.  duty  from  their  other  property. 
It  forms  part  of  their  property,  and  the  law  would  look  on  the  4d.  as  liable  for 
their  debts  generally.  They  could  not,  without  the  sanction  of  Parliament,  make 
a  separate  mortgage  of  that ;  but  morally,  they  consider  themselves  bound  to 
apply  that  4d.  duty  to  purposes  of  pubUc  utiUty  in  the  metropolis,  from  time  to 
time,  as  they  can  spare  the  whole  or  any  part  of  it ;  and  as  time  goes  on  they 
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V.r.B.Scoit.     will  increase  the  charges  upon  it;  they  have  increased  the  charges  upon  it  ; 

and  will  do  so  until  the  whole  will  be  absorbed  in  works  of  public  utility. 

12  May  1853.  ^gQ^  ^Y  Headlam.]  Do  you  mean  the  corporation  have  no  power  to  give  a 
specific  charge  for  that  4rf.  duty? — They  have  no  power  to  keep  it  separate  ; 
the  law  would  hold  them  responsible ;  supposing  they  failed  to  pay  legal  debts 
out  of  their  other  assets,  the  amount  could  then  be  taken  out  of  the  4rf.,  and 
vice  versa.  The  law  does  not  permit  a  man  to  separate  the  money  which  is 
in  his  pocket,  with  reference  to  his  debts,  whether  the  money  arises  from  rents 
or  other  sources. 

561.  But  suppose  they  were  not  capable  of  paying  all  the  debts  they  had 
incurred,  do  you  mean  there  is  no  mode  by  which  the  corporation  could  not 
make  that  4(1.  specifically  and  primarily  liable  to  the  particidar  creditors  before 
the  rest  of  their  property  was  charged  ? — That  seems  to  be  the  opinion  of  the 
law  oflScers  who  advised  the  corporation. 

562.  Sir  J.  Walmsley.']  Are  you  not  speaking  rather  of  the  impressions -of 
the  committee,  than  of  any  advice  of  the  law  oflScers  ? — ^There  has  been  no 
case  submitted  on  the  subject.     The  usual  law  oflScers  who  advise  the  com 
mittee  were  present,  but  there  was  no  opinion.     That  is  the  state  of  the  case. 

563.  You  are  now  speaking  of  the  4rf.  duty  ? — ^Yes. 

564.  Which  has  reference  specially  to  metage  ? — Yes. 

565.  For  which  the  corporation  do  nothing  now,  because  the  metage  is  trans- 
ferred to  other  hands  ? — I  explained  before,  that  the  metage  was  transferred  to 
other  hands,  and  that  they  took  the  charges  of  the  sea-coal  meters  to  pay  their 
pensions  during  their  hves,  who  were  thrown  out  of  their  places  by  the  opera- 
tion of  that  change ;  beyond  that  they  have  made  charges  upon  it  for  public 
street  unprovements,  to  the  amount  which  I  have  stated. 

566.  Are  those  pensions  materially  decreasing? — They  decrease  annually 
about  700  /.  a  year. 

567.  What  is  the  amount  of  those  pensions  ? — About  7,000  /.  a  year. 

568.  Will  you  be  prepared  to  state,  on  the  next  day  of  meeting,  the  amount 
of  pensions  paid  out  of  the  4  d.  duty,  with  the  names  of  the  persons  so  pen- 
sioned, the  date  of  pension,  the  amount  of  each  pension,  and  the  time  of  ser- 
vice ? — Yes. 

569.  Mr.  Headlam.']  Are  there  pensions  now  being  granted  on  this  4  d.  duty  ? 
— No;  none  have  been  granted  since  the  year  1831. 

570.  They  must  have  died  out  pretty  nearly,  have  they  not? — They  are 
reduced  to  7,000  /,  a  year  in  round  figures,  which  is  the  amount  now  payable. 

571.  What  were  they  in  1831  ?— I  think,  23,000  /. 

572.  Chairman.^  Did  you  not  state  that  the  4  d.  duty  is  an  increasing  duty  ? 
— As  the  importation  is  increased,  of  course  that  increases. 

Mr.  Nicholas  PFood^  called  in  ;  and  Examined. 

Mr.  N.  Wood.         573.  Chairman.']  WHAT  part  of  the  country  do  you  reside  in  ? — At  Hetton, 
in  the  county  of  Durham. 

574.  Are  you  largely  concerned  in  the  coal  trade  ? — I  am. 

575.  Will  you  point  out  to  the  Committee  any  evidence  that  you  can  give 
which  may  be  important  in  reference  to  the  coal  tax  ? — We  have  always  consi- 
dered and  felt  it  to  be  a  very  oppressive  tax,  and  operating  very  prejudicially 
upon  the  consumption  of  coals  in  the  port  of  London,  more  particularly  upon 
the  low-priced  coals  and  the  coals  used  in  manufactories. 

576.  Do  you  object  to  the  same  amount  of  duty  being  levied  upon  the  inferior 
small  coals  which  is  levied  upon  the  very  best  ? — We  object  to  the  duty  alto- 
gether, but  still  more  upon  the  low-priced  coals ;  for  instance,  coals  have  been 
delivered  in  the  port  of  London  at  something  like  \0s.  &d.dL  ton,  and  upon 
these  the  coal  tax  amounts  to  about  10  per  cent. 

577.  Sir «/.  IValmsley.]  You  say  it  is  an  oppressive  tax ;  has  your  answer 
reference  to  the  sea-borne  coals  more  especially  than  to  the  inland  coals,  or  does 
it  refer  to  all  coals  ? — It  is  more  oppressive  upon  the  sea-borne  coal,  because  the 
sea-borne  has  other  charges  in  addition  to  those  which  the  inland  coal  has. 

578;  Chairman.']  Passing  due<  r — Lights  and  other  dues. 
579.  Sir  J.  Walmsley.]    You  have  a  general  knowledge  of  the  coal  trade, 
have  you  not,  as  well  with  regard  to  sea-borne  coal  as  that  which  comes  from 
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the  interior  of  the  country  by  railway  ? — Yes ;  I  send  myself  a  considerable  Mr,  N.  Wood. 

quantity  of  coals  both  ways. 

580.  From  what  part  of  the  country  do  the  coals  which  you  send  chiefly  12  May  1853. 
come  ? — They  come  from  the  colli  eries  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Hartlepool, 

Tees  Wallsend  and  Black  Boy  Collieries.  1  send  them  also  from  other  collieries, 
the  Leasingthome  and  the  Westerton,  and  also  from  Granges.  The  Tees 
Wallsend  are  first  class  coals  ;  the  others  are  second  class  coals. 

58 1.  Quite  equal  to  the  coals  sent  by  sea? — They  are  sent  by  sea  also. 
The  Tees  is  one  of  the  best  class  of  coals,  and  bears  the  highest  price  in  the 
London  market ;  the  others  are  second  coals. 

582.  Can  you  inform  the  Committee  what  toUage  or  expense  is  incurred  in 
bringing  coals  by  railway  inland  to  the  city  of  London,  exclusive  of  the  1  ^,  Id. 
tax  ? — ^'I'he  railway  charge  is  a  halfpenny  per  ton  per  mile. 

583.  Does  that  apply  to  all  quantities? — I  think  it  does  to  all  the  quantities 
that  I  have  control  over.  I  believe  the  York,  Newcastle,  and  Berwick  Railway 
Company  make  it  a  rule  that  you  must  send  at  least  25,000  tons  as  the  minimum 
quantity,  before  they  can  agree  to  charge  the  halfpenny  per  ton  per  mile. 

584.  Beyond  the  quantity  of  25,000  tons,  is  there  not  some  further  reduc- 
tion ? — Not  that  I  know  of.  They  did  not  agree,  in  the  negotiations  I  have 
had  with  them,  to  make  any  reduction  beyond  that. 

585.  Do  you  know  the  quantities  that  have  recently  been  sent  from  those 
collieries  inland  to  London  ? — None  of  them  have  reached  London ;  they  have 
been  consumed  at  the  different  stations  on  the  route. 

586.  Have  they  not  come  within  a  short  distance  of  London  r — Not  very  near 
London. 

587.  Is  that  in  consequence  of  the  distance  ? — No,  I  think  not. 

588.  Or  the  expense  of  the  tollage? — No.  I  am  at  present  in  negotiation 
with  parties  to  send  some  coals  to  London,  but  I  have  not  arranged  with  them 
yet. 

589.  From  the  county  of  Durham? — Yes.  Mr.  Pease,  I  believe,  has  a 
contract  for  50,000  tons ;  but  the  returns  that  are  made  monthly  show  the 
quantity  of  coals  that  come  into  London  from  the  count}'  of  Durham. 

590.  Chairman.']  Returns  from  the  Coal  Exchange  r — Yes,  Mr.  Scott's  oflBce. 

591.  Sir  J.  JValmslejf.']  You  have  spoken  of  the  large  tolls  which  are  pay- 
able on  coals  coming  by  sea ;  are  there  not  large  tolls  and  expenses  on  coals 
coming  inland? — Nothing  but  the  railway  dues. 

592.  What  other  charges  apply  to  sea-borne  coals  that  do  not  apply  to  coals 
brought  inland  ? — ^You  will  observe,  first,  that  these  coals,  taking  Tees  Wallsend 
as  an  example,  are  24  miles  from  the  sea.  First  of  all,  we  have  the  railway 
dues  on  those  24  miles  ;  and,  mifortunately  for  us,  they  charge  a  much  higher 
rate  for  shorter  distances  than  they  do  for  long  distances,  and  the  dues  are 
about  2i.  a  ton  for  the  24  miles,  and  then  after  that  we  have  the  dock  dues. 

593.  Where? — At  Hartlepool.  Then  there  are  certain  local  dues  that  are 
paid,  and  lights  and  other  expenses,  amounting  to  about  4r/.  per  ton,  and  then 
there  is  the  freight  of  the  vessels.  Then  there  are  the  London  expenses,  which 
are  much  more  upon  the  sea  borne  coal  than  upon  the  land,  inasmuch  as  they 
have  to  be  delivered  out  of  the  ships  into  barges,  and  then  conveyed  by  those 
barges  to  the  wharfs.  And,  as  the  inland  comes  direct  to  the  railway  station, 
the  expense  of  delivery  from  the  railway  station  to  the  consumer  is  very  much 
less  than  the  expense  of  deUvery  from  the  ship  to  the  consumer.  I  believe 
the  charge  from  the  railway  to  the  consumer  is  2^.  6d.  per  ton,  while  the 
average  charge  from  the  ship  to  the  consumer  is  something  like  6^.  per  ton. 

594.  Are  you  aware  that  there  are  railways  from  various  collieries  in  the 
nordi  and  the  midland  districts  to  the  trunk  railways,  perhaps  not  to  the  same, 
but  to  a  considerable  extent  the  same,  as  there  are  from  the  collieries  which 
take  the  coals  to  the  ships  in  the  Tyne  ? — ^Yes,  I  am  aware  of  that ;  but  they 
are  very  short  Unes,  I  think,  generally. 

595.  Chairman.]  With  regard  to  the  various  trades  of  London,  is  there  any 
trade  which  you  wish  to  allude  to  as  being  particularly  afiFected  by  this  coal 
tax  ? — I  think  all  the  manufacturing  estabUshments  suffer  very  much,  because 
they  consume  a  lo\^rice  coal,  and  the  dues  bear  hard  on  them,  as  much  as 
1 0  per  cent,  on  the  value  of  the  coals.  I  should  take  the  case  of  the  Thames 
Plate  Glass  Works,  which  is  a  manufactory  competing  with  foreigners.  The 
price  of  their  coals  must  be  something  like    12*.  a  ton  delivered  into  the 
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Mr.  j^  iVood.     works,  on  which  they  have  this   I  $.  Id.  dues.     Now  I  myself  am  delivering 

—       coals  to  the  glass  works  in  the  north  of  England  at  1  ^.  6  d.  per  ton,  which  is 

12  Moy  1853.      very  little  more  than  the  city  dues ;  and  it  must  be  exceedingly  oppressive  upon 

manufacturers  of  that  kind,  now  that  the  duties  are  being  taken  off  glass,  as 

they  have  to  compete  with  foreigners. 

596.  Is  it  not  slack  that  they  use  ? — No,  it  is  a  particular  kind  of  coal ;  it  is 
what  we  call  unscreened  manufacturing  coal,  not  small  coal ;  it  is  a  coal  which 
is  sold  in  the  north  at  about  4  s.  or  4  s.  6  d.  per  ton. 

597.  And  upon  that  the  same  duty  is  paid  in  the  port  of  London,  as  upon 
the  very  best  ? — Yes. 

598.  And  the  same  charges  in  the  shape  of  freight  and  light  dues  ? — ^The 
charges  are  precisely  the  same  upon  the  low  priced  coal  as  the  high  priced 
coal. 

599.  Sir  J.  JValmsley.']  Then  your  view  is,  that  if  the  duties  were  taken  off 
coals  here,  you  would  be  able  to  bring  a  very  large  quantity  of  the  inferior  coal 
for  manufacturing  purposes  into  the^port  of  London  ? — I  think  we  should. 

600.  And  so  benefit  the  manufacturers  of  London  ? — Yes,  and  benefit  our- 
selves by  taking  off  an  inferior  description  of  coals. 

601.  Mr.  Vernon.']  Could  this  inferior  description  of  coals  be  got  at  the  pit's 
mouth,  at  a  less  cost  than  1  ^.  6  rf.  a  ton  ? — Yes,  but  we  have  these  coals  to  convey 
about  eight  miles. 

602.  Do  you  mean  that  you  can  actually  get  coals  at  a  less  cost  than  Is.  Qd. 
a  ton  at  the  pit's  mouth  ?— Certainly  not;  the  coals  cost  us  a  great  deal 
more  in  working.     These  are  coals  which  we  would  otherwise  waste  and  bum. 

603.  Coals  that  you  would  burn  and  get  rid  of  as  so  much  rubbish,  in  fact? 
— ^Just  so. 

604.  Sir  J.  Walmsley.]  Coals  that  you  get  up  ? — Coals  that  are  screened  out, 
and  then  if  we  have  not  customers  for  them  they  are  burnt  and  destroyed. 

605.  Mr.  Ewat^t.]  In  what  does  their  inferiority  consist  ? — The  coal  itself  is 
of  first-rate  quaUty,  but  it  is  exceedingly  small. 

606.  It  is  tiot  an  inferior  quality  of  bituminous  coal  ? — It  is  out  of  the  best 
Hetton  coals ;  it  is  what  we  call  dust ;  we  rescreen  the  small  coals  that  are 
screened  out  of  the  best. 

607.  Chairman.]  Now  supposing  there  was  no  tax  of  this  kind,  would  it  be 
worth  your  while  to  send  such  coals  as  that  up  to  London,  so  as  to  be  employed 
in  these  glass  works  to  which  you  have  alluded?— I  think  it  would  have  the 
tendency  of  sending  a  description  of  coals  similar  to  that.  When  the  consumers 
have  to  pay  a  high  price  for  coals,  they  judge  of  the  quality  ;  the  better  qucdity, 
of  course,  compensates  for  the  high  price. 

608.  Then  your  opinion  is,  that  this  tax  practically  keeps  out  of  the  readi 
of  the  trade  of  London  the  coals  which  would  come  in  at  a  cheap  rate,  and  be 
useful  to  them  in  their  trade  ? — I  think,  to  a  certain  extent,  it  does. 

609.  Evidence  has  been  given  of  the  advantage  to  the  community  at  large 
from  the  drawback  of  I5.  Id.  which  the  City  give  under  the  13&  14  Vict.; 
can  you  give  the  Committee  any  evidence  to  show  whether  that  drawback, 
which  is  stated  by  tlie  officers  of  the  corporation  to  be  such  an  advantage  to 
the  public,  is  conducted  and  has  worked  satisfactorily } — I  think  it  is  a  great 
boon  to  the  districts  that  are  exempted  from  the  payment  of  the  duty  to  have 
the  drawback  extended  to  them.  It  enables  us  to  supply  those  districts  which 
were,  to  a  certain  extent,  debarred  from  having  our  coals  in  consequence  of  the 
duty ;  in  fact,  it  enables  us  to  transmit  coals  so  as  to  benefit  the  districts  and 
extend  the  consumption  of  coal. 

610.  Can  you  state  as  to  the  drawback  whether,  in  the  way  in  which  it  is 
given,  it  works  satisfactorily  r — It  is  conducted  very  fairly  by  Mr.  Scott,  who  is 
in  that  office,  but  in  some  particulars  it  is  a  little  oppressive,  as  all  drawbacks 
are ;  for  instance,  under  the  Act  you  cannot  get  the  drawback  unless  there  are 
20  tons  sent.  That  prevents  us  from  sending  away  single  trucks  beyond  the 
limits,  and  then  it  is  necessary  also  that  there  should  be  a  meter. 

61 1.  A  man  to  measure  r — A  man  to  see  the  coals  weighed,  what  they  call  a 
meter ;  he  is  generally  a  person  from  the  Meter's  Office,  and  fhe  charge  for  that 
meter  is  4^. 

612.  By  whom  is  that  paid? — By  the  merchant  who  sends  the  coals. 

613.  Mr.  Headlam.]  So  that  you  cannot  get  any  benefit  from  drawback, 

except 


Digitized  by 


Google 


SELECT  COMMITTEE  ON  COALS  (METROPOLIS).  59 

except  by  paying  so  large  a  sum  as  4^.  ? — We  must  begin  by  paying  4^.  for  the  Mr.  iT.  Wood. 
meter.  ' 

614.  Chaiiifnan,']  First  of  all,  you  cannot  take  the  benefit  of  the  drawback,  *^  *^V  *^53- 
unless  you  send  an  amount  of  coals  equal  to  20  tons,  and  then  you  are  exposed 

to  the  charge  of  4*.  for  a  meter  ? — Yes  ;  then,  again,  it  appears  necessar}'  that 
the  vessel  out  of  which  the  coals  have  come  shall  not  leave  the  wharf  until  the 
coals  are  sent  away.     I  believe  that  is  the  regulation  at  present. 

615.  What  is  the  object  of  that  regulation? — I  suppose  that  it  is  a  check  to 
ascertain  that  the  coals  which  come  out  of  a  vessel  have  paid  the  City  dues. 
Now,  that  is  very  inconvenient,  because  it  takes  some  time  to  get  the  meter. 
You  must  give  notice  to  the  Meter*s  Office ;  and  it  is  some  time  before  he  can 
get  to  the  wharf,  and  vessels  will  not  remain  at  the  wharf.  We  have  had  cases 
where  vessels  have  left  the  wharf ;  and  we  have  not  been  able  to  send  the  coals 
beyond  the  limits. 

616.  If  a  vessel  does  remain,  she  can  only  do  so  at  an  expense? — Certainly, 
detaining  vessels  is  very  expensive  ;  and  it  checks  very  much  the  operation  of 
sending  coals  into  the  country.  There  is  another  part  which  we  consider 
is  a  considerable  hardship,  and  that  is  with  reference  to  the  coking  coals. 
I  am  one  of  a  firm  which  has  a  considerable  number  of  coke  ovens  within  the 
vicinity  of  London,  for  supplying  the  railways,  and  the  dues  are  levied  upon 
the  coals  which  are  afterwards  coked,  and  the  drawback  is  given  upon  the  coke. 

617.  The  (kawback  is  given  upon  the  coals,  is  it  not? — No,  the  dues  are 
levied  upon  the  coals,  and  the  drawback  is  given  upon  the  coke.  We  pay,  first 
of  all,  13  rf.,  and  then  we  get  a  drawback  of  about  9flf.,  so  that  there  is  4rf. 
a  ton  not  received  on  the  coke. 

618.  In  fact,  4(/.  a  ton  in  favour  of  the  corporation? — Yes,  against  the 
manufacturer  of  coke  within  the  circuit  of  London. 

619.  Can  you  state  whether  the  effect  of  this  has  been  to  limit  the  coke 
works  within  the  district  ? — We  meet  the  inland  coke  coming  by  railway  at 
a  certain  point ;  of  course  the  4  d.  is  loss  to  the  coalowner ;  he  must  either 
give  up  the  4  rf.,  or  shorten  the  supply ;  it  has  that  effect. 

620.  Now,  with  regard  to  inland  coals,  we  have  had  evidence  to  show  that 
there  is  a  difference  in  quality  in  favour  of  the  sea-borne  coals  as  against  the 
generality  of  inland  coals ;  can  you  state  whether,  having  supplied  both,  you 
consider  that  inland  coals,  although  they  were  relieved  from  this  duty,  being  of 
inferior  quality,  would  or  would  not  be  able  to  compete  with  sea-borne  coals  ? — 
It  is  quite  a  mistaken  notion  to  suppose  that  the  inland  coal  is  of  an  inferior 
quality  to  the  generality  of  the  coals  sent  to  London ;  I  believe  the  reverse  is 
the  fact ;  the  largest  quantity  of  coals  sent  to  London  is  inferior  to  the  inland 
coal.  A  great  portion  of  the  inland  coal  is  the  Silkstone  coal ;  there  is  some 
other  coal  of  a  very  good  quality ;  the  Silkstone  coal  is  between  a  second  and  a 
third  rate  coal ;  it  is  house  coal. 

621.  Sir  J.  Walmsley.^  Where  is  that? — From  Charlesworth%  Clarke*s, 
Reld's,  and  Newton's. 

622.  In  what  county? — Yorkshire. 

623.  Mr.  Headlam.]  That  you  call  between  a  second  and  a  third  rate  ? — It  is 
nearly  as  good  as  the  second  class  oi  coals  ;  it  approaches  nearer  to  that  than 
third-class ;  it  is  certainly  superior  to  the  third-class  coals. 

624.  All  other  inland  coal  is  superior  to  the  other  ? — To  the  third-class  coal ; 
the  second  and  first  classes  of  coals  do  not  constitute,  1  should  say,  one-fourth 
of  the  whole  coals  which  come  to  London.  I  should  think  the  inland  coal  is 
certainly  superior  to  more  than  one-half  of  the  coals  that  come  to  London. 
I  have  not  the  papers  with  me,  but  it  can  be  ascertained  pretty  accurately. 

625.  Chairman.]  Do  you  think  that  the  average  quality  of  the  inland  coal, 
as  compared  with  the  average  quality  of  the  sea-borne  coal,  is  such  that,  sup- 
posing the  inland  coal  were  to  come  in  free  of  this  duty  of  13  d.,  that  it  would 
compete  with  the  sea-borne  coal  ? — I  think  it  would,  decidedly.  I  think  it 
would  have  the  effect  of  driving  out  a  very  considerable  quantity  of  the  inferior 
sea-borne  coal. 

626.  Mr.  Vernon.]  You  are  rather  assuming,  are  you  not,  that  the  great 
bulk  of  these  inland  coals  is  of  the  same  quality  as  the  Silkstone  ?— No,  the 
Silkstone  is  the  best. 

627.  Are  you  aware  that  it  is  small,  comparatively,  to  even  the  Yorkshire 
coals?— Yes;  the  Pinkstone  coal  is  very  good  coal.     That  is  about  18,000 
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Mr.  N.  Wooa.     tons  out  of  39,000  by  the  Great  Northern ;  there  are  27,000  out  of  39,000  of 

■^ ' —        second-class  coals  sent  to  London  in  April. 

la  May  1853,  628.  Will  you  state  how  much  of  the  Silkstone  there  is;  in  what  propor- 

tion ? — ^The  Silkstone  is  about  14,000  in  that  month ;  there  are  also  9,000  of 
the  Durham  coal.  We  know  the  fact,  that  the  inferior  coal  of  the  north  has 
been  driven  out  by  the  inland  coal,  and  that  the  inland  coal  is  increasing  very 
much,  notwithstanding  the  duty  is  paid.  The  increase  in  the  importation  in 
the  present  year,  from  the  1st  of  January  to  the  30th  of  April,  over  the  pre- 
ceding year,  is  89,625  tons.  The  importation  in  April  was  59,168  tons ;  last 
year  in  April  it  was  23,976,  so  that  the  increase  is  very  great  indeed  of  the 
inland  coals,  and  we  have  found  a  very  considerable  quantity  of  the  second  the 
third-class  coals,  of  sea-bpme  coals  supplanted  by  the  inland  coals. 

629.  Sir «/.  IValmsley.']  By  a  superior  quality  from  the  inland  district  ? — 
By  the  cheapness  with  which  the  inland  coal  is  conveyed. 

630.  Are  you  aware  that  the  greater  proportion  of  the  inland  coal  is  con- 
sumed in  one  particular  part  almost,  in  the  suburbs  of  the  nfbtropolis  ? — The 
delivery  of  it  is  at  one  point,  that  is,  at  King's  Cross.  It  is  then  sent  by  canal, 
and  spread  out  in  difiFerent  directions  at  a  very  cheap  rate.  There  is  one  coal 
merchant  at  Paddington,  who  I  suppose  sells  40,000  or  50,000  tons  annually. 
His  coals  are  almost  entirely  from  the  King's  Cross  station,  conveyed  in  very 
large  barges  at  a  very  cheap  rate.  I  believe  he  pays  from  Vs.  to  I  s.  6d.  a  ton 
for  conveying  them  from  King's  Cross  to  Paddington.  The  quantity  is  very 
much  enlarged  by  the  railway  companies  ;  the  railway  companies  are  interested 
in  having  a  long  traffic,  and  they  take  care  to  throw  as  many  obstacles  as 
they  can  in  the  way  of  sending  coals  down  from  London  into  the  interior.  At 
one  time  they  did  refuse  to  supply  any  trucks  to  send  coals  down  from  London 
into  the  country ;  and  they  now  charge  a  very  much  higher  rate  downwards 
than  they  do  upwards.  I  believe  the  charge  is  1  i  (f.  per  mile  downwards  from 
London,  and  a  halfpenny  towards  it. 

631.  Mr.  Headlam.]  What  is  the  object  of  that  r — To  get  the  long  traffic. 

632.  Chairman.]  With  reference  to  this  point,  can  you  give  any  evidence 
with  r^ard  to  the  supply  of  the  town  of  Brighton  ;  have  you  had  any  contract 
with  gas  works  at  Brighton  ? — Yes,  I  have  had  a  contract. 

633.  Can  you  tell  the  Committee  whether  the  eflFect  of  this  drawback  has 
been,  that  coals,  instead  of  going  seaward  to  Brighton,  have  been  carried  by 
the  railroad,  so  as  to  exclude  to  any  great  extent  sea-borne  coal  ? — Yes ;  at  pre- 
sent there  is  a  considerable  quantity  of  coals  now  taken  down  from  London  to 
Brighton.  I  had  a  contract  with  the  gas  companies  there,  and  we  sent  some 
of  those  coals  down  from  London  to  Brighton.  That  is  partly  owing  to  the 
very  heavy  charges  at  Shoreham  of  2  *.  6  fl^.  a  ton,  and  also  to  the  policy  of  the 
railway  companies,  as  they  get  the  long  traffic  from  London,  instead  of  the  short 
traffic  from  Shoreham  to  Hrighton. 

634.  With  reference  to  the  freights,  is  there  any  diflference  in  the  charge  for 
freights  to  London,  compared  with  the  distance  to  Brighton  ? — Yes. 

635.  Is  it  in  favour  of  Brighton,  or  in  favour  of  London  r — In  favour  of 
London ;  the  Brighton  freights  are  much  higher :  the  ships  have  to  pay  the 
light  dues  down  the  Channel,  inde[)endently  of  the  greater  distance. 

636.  Is  the  railway  company,  by  carrying  those  coals  so  cheap,  able  to  make 
it  more  economical  to  persons  at  Brighton  to  have  their  coals  from  London, 
than  by  seA  from  Shoreham  ? — ^To  a  certain  extent,  I  think  so. 

r»37.  Then,  as  regards  the  south  of  England,  the  drawback  has  had  a  good 
^fiFect  ? — It  has ;  and  would  northwards,  if  railway  companies  would  make  the 
same  charge  in  both  directions,  to  and  from  London. 

638.  Sir  J.  Walmsley.]  Would  you  think  it  desirable  that  the  railway  com- 
panies should  charge  the  same  tollage  per  mile  for  a  distance  of  20  miles  that 
they  would  for  150  miles  ^ — No,  I  should  not  be  an  advocate  for  that,  because 
I  know  there  is  a  difference  in  the  cost  of  haulage  between  20  miles  and  150 
miles ;  but  then  1  think  they  go  very  much  beyond  that ;  they  go  very  much 
beyond  the  cost  of  haulage  in  the  difference  of  charges. 

639.  Chairman,]  Of  course  they  look  to  their  own  interests  ? — Yes. 

(')40.  Sir  J.  Walmsley.']  If  the  railways  were  to  place  the  same  charge  upon 
coals  going  150  miles  that  they  would  do  upon  coals  going  20  miles,  would  it 
not  totally  exclude  inland  coals  from  coming  to  London  r — I  should  not  be  an 
advocate  for  increasing  the  tolls  for  the  long  distances,  but  rather  for  a  diminu- 
tion 
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tion  of  the  short  dues.     I  think  that  the  railway  companies  rather  stand  in      Mr.  N.  Wood. 

their  own  h'ght  in  that  respect,  because  I  believe,  at  least  it  is  ray  experience,      

that  the  consumers  require  both  descriptions  of  coal.  *^  ^*^  *^53* 

641.  Did  not  you  say  that  the  expenses  of  the  coals  brought  into  the  port  of 
London  by  sea  were  so  much  greater  than  those  that  were  brought  inland,  that 
they  could  not  compete  with  those  that  were  brought  inland  ? — Yes. 

642.  Then  upon  what  principle,  if  that  be  so,  do  you  say  they  can  compete 
by  having  the  drawback  if  the  coals  were  valued  ?— It  is  only  the  best  coals 
that  is  able  to  compete  with  the  inland  coals,  coals  of  the  same  quality  as  the 
inland  coals  cannot  compete  with  them ;  we  can  compete  with  the  best  coal, 
because  we  get  a  much  higher  price  for  it ;  there  is  a  certain  amount  of  con- 
sumption for  best  coals,  and  some  people  give  a  higher  price  for  it. 

643.  But  then,  again,  you  were  understood  to  say  that  there  was  a  much 
greater  proportion  of  inferior  coals  sea-borne  than  there  was  brought  inland  ? 
— Yes,  decidedly. 

644.  Then  would  it  not  tend  to  injure  the  public  interest  if  any  increase  of 
tolls  were  put  upon  the  inland  coals  ? — No,  I  do  not  advocate  an  increase  of 
tolls  ;  I  want  a  diminution  of  tolls  on  the  sea-borne  coal. 

645.  You  were  understood  to  say  that  the  increased  expense  of  sea-borne 
coals  prevents  you  carrying  coals  to  any  extent  into  the  interior  ?— I  think  we 
could  not  carry  them  to  any  great  extent,  but  I  think  we  could  to  some  of  the 
towns  without  the  limits  ;  taking  Hertford,  we  did  supply  almost  the  whole  of 
Hertford ;  but  inland  coal  now  comes  there,  and  it  is  only  the  very  best  coal 
we  can  get  into  it. 

646.  Do  you  remember  that  within  the  last  20  years  the  toUage  per  mile  on 
coals  was  2  id.  per  ton  ? — Yes. 

647.  And  so  tenacious  were  the  railway  proprietors  at  that  time  of  disfiguring 
their  line  with  coals,  that  they  were  obHged  to  send  aprons  to  cover  them  up  ? 
—Yes. 

648.  Then  if  such  were  the  case,  the  comparative  increase  of  inland  coals  has 
arisen  from  the  great  reduction  of  tolls  ? — ^Yes. 

649.  Which  you  now  say  is  a  halfpenny  per  ton  ? — Yes. 

650.  And  in  some  instances,  where  there  are  extensive  contracts  of  upwards 
of  60,000,  or  70,000,  or  100,000  only  a  halfpenny  a  ton  ?— Yes. 

651.  You  were  understood  to  say  that  the  inland  coal  is  increasing  in  con- 
sumption ? — Yes. 

6.52.  Another  reason  you  gave  was,  the  good  quality  of  a  large  portion  of 
the  inland  coal  r— Yes,  I  Aink  the  reduction  of  the  dues  upon  railways,  and 
the  cheapening  of  the  transit  of  the  coals,  has  led  to  a  very  great  increase  in 
the  consumption.  I  am  not  one  of  those  who  complain  of  that.  I  think 
that  the  eflFect  of  railways  has  been  to  very  much  increase  the  consump- 
tion of  all  coals,  and  although  the  north  country  coals  have  suflfered  to  a 
certain  extent,  by  being  supplanted  by  the  inland  coals,  still  we  have  benefited 
to  a  certain  extent ;  not  to  the  same  extent ;  but  we  have  benefited  certainly  by 
the  increase  of  consumption  consequent  upon  a  reduction  of  price. 

653.  Were  you  right  in  saying  that  the  north  country  coal  has  been  sup- 
planted by  the  inland  coal ;  has  it  not  arisen  from  this,  that  the  increase  of  the 
population  in  the  suburbs  of  the  metropoKs  has  absorbed  the  whole  increase 
of  the  inland  coals,  without  decreasing  the  quantity  of  sea-borne  coal  ?— There 
is  always  a  regular  increase  in  the  consumption  of  coals,  of  course  depending 
upon  the  increase  of  house  property.  The  total  consumption  of  the  house 
coal  has  not  diminished  ;  there  has  been  a  slight  increase ;  but  it  is  not  such 
an  increase  as  would  have  taken  place  if  the  inland  coal  had  not  come  in.  The 
inland  coal  has  increased  in  a  very  much  greater  proportion  than  the  sea-borne 
coals ;  and  1  know  from  my  own  experience,  that  the  country  places  wiiich 
were  supplied  exclusively  with  sea-borne  coal,  are  now  almost  exclusively 
supplied  with  inland  coal. 

654.  Chairman.]  Is  not  that  made  up  by  the  extra  consumption  in  London ; 
you  do  not  find  your  coal  trade  decreasing  r— The  aggregate  quantity  of  coal 
exported  was  more  in  1852  than  in  1851,  but  not  such  an  increase  as  you  would 
have  naturally  taken  place  but  for  the  inland  coals. 

65.5.  Su*  J.  Walmsley.]  Adverting  again  to  the  question  of  quality,  what 
difference  is  there  in  the  value  of  the  best  sea-borne  house  coal,  and  the  best 
Derbyshire  house  coal  ?— The  Derbyshire  house  coal  is  not  quite  the  best. 
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Mr.  N.  Wood.     The  Yorkshire  Silkstone  is  the  best,  and  that,  as  I  stated  before,  will  compare 

with  about  the  second-class  sea-borne  coals  in  London.    It  is  necessary  I  should 

12  May  1853.  state  that  the  price  also  depends  upon  the  size  of  the  coal,  and  being  clear  oi 
dead  small.  By  transmitting  the  coals  direct  from  the  pits,  by  railway  to 
London,  of  course  they  come  in  a  much  better  condition,  and  have  a  less 
quantity  of  small  coals,  than  if  knocked  about  in  the  ships ;  and  therefore  it  is 
of  a  higher  value  on  that  account. 

656.  You  have  not  stated  what  you  think  would  be  the  difiFerence  in  the 
value  between  the  best  Silkstone  and  the  best  Hetton  ? — I  think  about  3  5.  a 
ton ;  between  2  s.  and  3  6.;  I  think  2  s.  is  the  least,  and  3  s.  rather  high.  I 
believe  in  some  places  you  will  find  the  inland  coal  selling  at  as  much  as  4  ^, 
difference,  but  that  is  for  a  very  limited  consumption  in  gentlemen's  houses. 

657.  Chairman.']  Then  as  far  as  that  goes,  the  13d.  being  taken  off  would 
not  bring  the  best  inland  coals  upon  a  par  with  the  best  sea-borne  coals  ? — Not 
in  price,  still  it  would  check  the  consumption,  because  if  we  were  to  charge  a 
shilling  a  ton  more  than  we  are  charging  now,  it  would  turn  the  scale  in  favour 
of  the  inland  coals. 

658.  You  would  not  charge  a  shilling  more,  they  would  charge  a  sliilling  less  ? 
— That  would  have  the  same  effect. 

659.  Mr.  Headlam.]  Did  you  not  say  that  the  average  value  of  the  sea-borne 
coal  is  less  than  the  average  value  of  inland  coal  ? — It  is  ;  all  the  gas,  manufac- 
turing, and  steam  coal,  which  constitute  a  very  large  proportion  of  the  impor- 
tation into  London,  and  all  the  third-class  house  coal,  is  beneath  the  quality  of 
the  inland  coals. 

660.  Now,  the  duty  presses  the  heaviest  upon  the  coals  of  the  least  value? 
— It  does. 

66 1 .  So  that  the  duty  presses  heavier  at  this  present  moment  upon  the  coals 
imported  by  sea,  than  upon  the  inland  coals  ? — It  does. 

66  z.  Is  it  not  the  case,  that  the  railroads,  at  this  present  moment,  bring 
nearly  as  much,  or  as  much  as  they  have  accommodation  for,  by  land  ? — I  believe 
it  is  the  case  at  present,  that  they  cannot  supply  the  demand. 

663.  Then  would  it  not  be  an  advantage  to  the  railway,  if  bringing  in  all  that 
they  can  from  the  north,  they  were  also  to  employ  their  railroad  in  taking  a 
certain  quantity  northwards  from  London,  which  had  been  imported  in  the  first 
instance  by  sea  into  the  port  of  London  ? — They  say  it  is  a  want  of  trucks,  and 
that  that  is  one  of  the  great  obstacles  in  the  transmission  of  coals  from  London. 
They  say  they  cannot  spare  the  trucks  ;  that  is  the  excuse  they  make  for  not 
taking  the  coals  down  ;  whether  it  is  so  or  not,  I  do  not  know. 

664,  Would  it  not  appear  that  they  would  have  the  trucks  to  take  back, 
which  they  brought  full  of  coal  from  the  north? — It  is  necessary  to  keep  up  a 
general  system  of  transmitting  the  coals  from  the  north ;  if  they  did  not,  it 
would  delay  it.  I  believe  they  could  not  do  that  very  well.  I  certainly  think 
that  the  railway  companies  might  get  considerable  traffic  by  coals  going  inland, 
which  would  be  an  advantage  to  them. 

66r}'  Do  the  railways  offer  any  material  inducement  for  bringing  coals  the 
full  distance  from  the  north  into  London,  when  they  come  into  competition  with 
the  sea-borne  coal  ?—  No ;  the  railway  company  purchase  the  Durham  coals ; 
they  purchase  the  coals  at  York  ;  and  the  railway  company  themselves  sell  the 
coals  at  the  King's  Cross  Station,  and  the  different  stations  upon  the  line. 
They  charge,  in  fact,  a  higher  price  for  coals  within  20  or  30  miles  of  London 
than  they  do  in  London  itself. 

666.  Then  the  charge  of  a  halfpenny  a  ton  is  in  reality  only  imaginary,  as  it 
were,  because  it  is  not  absolutely  charged  to  any  person  ? — It  is  not. 

667.  Chairman.l  Do  you  state  that  the  railway  company  charges  a  higher 
price  for  coals  20  miles  from  London,  than  they  do  in  London  ? — Yes,  I 
think  so ;  they  charge  a  higher  price  at  Hitchin  than  they  do  in  London. 

668.  Sir  J.  fValmsley.]  Is  there  not  some  little  mistake  on  this  subject ;  you 
state  that  they  charged  a  less  price  when  they  brought  them  a  long  di^^tance ; 
that  is  perfectly  true,  it  does  not  depend  entirely  on  the  distance,  but  upon  the 
quality  also ;  is  that  not  so  ? — I  think  it  is,  because  there  is  no  competition  at 
those  places ;  for  instance,  they  will  not  allow  the  sea-borne  coals  to  go  down  to 
Hitchin  ;  therefore  they  have  no  competitors. 

669.  The  question  was  with  regard  to  quantities  of  coals  coming  a  long 
distance ;  it  does  not  depend  on  that  distance  alone,  but  upon  the  quantity 
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that  the  parties  agree  to  send  within  a  given  period ;  is  that  not  so  ? — I  myself      Mr.  jv.  fVood. 

have  had  no  experience  of  that.     I  do  not  think  it  is  done  so  with  Yorkshire      — 

coal ;  at  least  I  have  not  heard  of  it.  la  May  1853. 

670.  You  stated  that  the  railways  bring  in  coals  to  London,  and  sell  them  on 
their  own  account  ? — ^Yes. 

67 !•  Does  that  answer  apply  to  more  railway  companies  than  one? — No,  I 
think  only  to  the  Great  Northern. 

672.  Mr.  Vernon.]  Do  you  mean  that,  supposing  10,000  tons  of  coal  are  to 
be  sent  to  Hitchin,  that  then  the  railway  would  charge  a  proportionately 
higher  sum  for  that  than  they  would  charge  for  100,000  tons  sent  to  London? 
— If  you  sent  down  10,000  tons  from  London  to  Hitchin,  and  100,000  tons 
from  the  north  to  London,  you  would  be  charged  a  higher  price  to  Hitchin 
than  to  London. 

673.  Because  Hitchin,  only  wanting  a  smaller  quantity  of  coals,  it  is  not 
worth  the  while  of  the  railway  to  take  that  small  amount  of  coals  at  the  same 
price  at  which  they  would  take  the  larger  ? — No,  not  for  that  reason. 

674.  Chairman.]  Is  what  you  mean  to  say,  that  the  railway  company  charges 
more  for  coals  at  Hitchin  per  ton  than  they  do  at  King's  Cross  ? — Yes. 

675.  Supposing  they  supply  the  same  quantity  to  Hitchin  as  to  London,  do 
they  make  a  higher  charge  in  Hitchin  than  in  London  ? — They  do,  because 
there  is  no  competition  at  Hitchin ;  when  they  come  on  to  London  they  come 
in  competition  with  sea-borne  coals. 

676.  Take  Welwyn,  which  is  nearer  London  than  Hitchin  ;  are  you  aware,  at 
this  moment,  that  coals  supplied  by  the  Great  Northern  do  enter  into  competi- 
tion, and  have,  to  a  certain  extent,  thrown  out  the  sea-borne  coal  at  Hertford  ? 
— Yes,  I  believe  so. 

677.  Do  you  mean  that  they  charge  a  higher  price  for  their  coals  at  Welwyn, 
which  is  25  miles  from  London,  than  they  do  at  London  ? — I  do  not  know  the 
price  of  coal  at  Welwyn,  but  I  presume  they  do. 

678.  And  yet  they  are  able  to  compete  in  Hertford  with  the  sea-borne  coal  ? 
—Yes. 

679.  Mr.  Headlam.]  Now,  how  far  does  the  drawback  interfere  with  the  sea- 
borne coal  in  competing  with  the  inland  coal  in  the  districts  surrounding 
London  ? — It  assists  us  in  competing  with  them. 

680.  But  supposing  there  was  no  duty  in  the  Port  of  London,  do  you  think 
you  would  be  in  a  better  position  to  compete  with  the  inland  coal  at  Hertford 
than  you  would  be  at  present  ? — I  think  we  should  ;  I  think  if  trade  was  free 
we  should  be  better  able  to  compete  with  them. 

68 1 .  Perhaps  you  will  explain  in  what  way  ? — I  mean  the  payment  and  col- 
lection of  the  dues  fetter  the  trade ;  we  cannot  getthe  coals  as  freely  transmitted 
as  we  should  otherwise  do. 

682.  Is  not  this  the  mode  by  which  the  inland  coal  comes  into  competition 
at  a  place  like  Welwyn :  that  the  railway  charges  a  small  sum  for  carrying  it 
downwards  there  from  the  north,  and  charges  a  larger  sum  for  bringing  coal 
from  the  Port  of  London  northwards ;  is  not  that  the  case  ? — I  do  not  know 
very  well  about  Welwyn,  how  it  is  supplied. 

6S3.  What  would  be  the  practical  effect  of  the  competition  between  sea-borne 
coal  and  the  inland  coal  by  the  destruction  of  the  duty?— I  think  we  should 
then  be  upon  an  equal  fooling  ;  the  inland  coal  being  exempted  also. 

684.  Yes. — We  should  then  benefit  by  being  free  to  send  any  quantity,  a 
truck  load  at  a  time. 

685.  Chairman.]  With  regard  to  the  best  coals,  your  better  quality  would 
come  in  to  give  you  a  monopoly,  and  drive  away  those  other  coals  ? — I  do  not 
think  we  should  drive  them  out.  I  believe  the  trade  has  settled  itself  into  this : 
that  there  is  a  certain  consumption  for  best  coals,  and  a  certain  consumption 
for  second  class  or  inferior  coals.  If  you  begin  to  push  one  more  than  the 
other,  then  you  can  only  do  so  by  a  sacrifice  of  price.  I  have  no  feeling  of 
hostility  to  the  inland  coals.  I  believe  that  is  the  way  in  which  they  would 
settle  down,  whatever  the  competition  might  be.  I  think  there  would  be  a  cer- 
tain amount  of  consumption  for  the  best,  and  a  certain  amount  for  the  second 
or  inland  coals. 

686.  Can  you  give  any  idea  of  what  would  be  the  probable  increase  of  con- 
sumption in  the  London  district,  consequent  upon  an  abrogation  of  the  duty  ? 
— I  have  not  made  any  estimate  of  that. 
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Mr.  X.  Wotd.         687.  The  price  of  coal  has  diminished  very  greatly  within  the  last  four  or 

five  years  ?— It  has,  very  much. 

12  May  1853.         688.  What,  as  between  now  and  five  years,  should  you  say  is  the  amount  of 
diminution  of  price  ?— I  should  think  it  is  25  per  cent. 

689.  And  what  taking  1 0  years  ? — Ten  years  would  be,  I  should  say,  about 
30  per  cent. 

690.  What  has  been  the  increase  of  consumption  consequent  on  the  diminu- 
tion of  25  per  cent.  ? — The  increase  of  consumption  has  been  very  considerable 
in  some  places.  I  speak  not  of  the  price  of  coal  in  the  north,  but  in  the  dis- 
tricts through  which  the  railway  traverses  the  reduction  in  price  has  been  100 
per  cent.  In  Hitchin,  and  that  neighbourhood,  I  suppose  coals  were  selling  at 
36^.,  and  now  they  are  selling  at  about  18^. 

691.  The  question  referred  to  the  London  district,  which  would  be  the  only 
one  affected  by  the  abrogation  of  the  duty ;  what  should  you  think  would  be 
the  increase  of  consumption,  consequent  on  the  diminution  of  price  25  per  cent, 
in  the  last  five  years  ? — I  could  not  very  well  state  the  figures. 

692.  The  amount  of  the  duty  now  is  13  d.  ? — Yes. 

693.  Would  not  the  price  to  the  consumer  be  increased  a  little  more  than 
ISd.  ? — Not  very  materially. 

694.  Supposing  the  duty  remitted,  woidd  the  consumer  get  the  advantage  in 
price  at  once  ? — I  have  no  doubt  of  that,  the  competition  being  so  great  now. 

695.  Sir  H.  Meux,']  To  the  amount  of  the  whole  duty  ? — To  the  amount  of 
the  whole  duty  ;  no  doubt  of  that. 

696.  Sir  J,  IValmsley.']  You  have  stated  there  has  been  in  the  last  five  years 
a  reduction  of  from  25  to  30  per  cent,  in  the  price  of  coal  in  this  district  of 
London  ;  can  you  tell  the  Committee  what  has  been  the  cause  of  that  reduc- 
tion ? — I  think,  in  the  first  place,  the  collieries  are  worked  much  cheaper  than 
they  were  formerly ;  the  application  of  machinery  has  enabled  the  coalowners 
to  work  the  collieries  cheaper,  and  the  public  has  got  the  benefit  of  that.  There 
has  been  a  very  great  competition  in  the  trade ;  certainly  the  profits  have  been 
very  meagre;  on  the  last  10,  12,  or  15  years,  generally,  it  has  been  a  losing 
trade. 

607.  It  has  arisen  in  some  degree  from  improved  machinery,  not  applicable 
to  the  getting  of  coal,  but  to  the  raising  of  coal  ? — Both  getting  and  raising. 

698.  You  have  stated  that  the  reduction  was  greatly  attributable  to  com- 
petition ;  perhaps  you  will  give  an  answer  to  the  point,  from  whence  has  that 
competition  chiefly  arisen  ? — Amongst  ourselves  ;  it  was  before  the  inland  coal 
came  in ;  and  since  the  inland  coal  came  in,  we  have  had  another  struggle  with 
competitors. 

699.  Then  the  chief  bulk  of  the  inland  coal,  and  the  increase  of  it,  within 
the  last  five  years,  has  been  one  of  the  principal  causes  of  the  reduction  of 
price  in  the  met  ropolis  ?— To  a  certain  extent ;  no  doubt  the  inland  coal  has 
cheapened  the  coal  in  London,  and  that  class  of  coal. 

700.  Has  it  not  done  more  than  that ;  has  it  not  caused  a  steady  trade  in 
coals,  and  with  less  fluctuation  in  price  ? — No,  I  think  not ;  the  price  this  last 
winter,  for  instance,  has  been  more  fluctuating  than  it  has  been  some  seasons  ; 
it  very  much  depends  upon  the  seasons,  and  the  supply. 

701.  Mr.  Vernon.']  What  is  the  amount  of  inland  coal;  is  it  a  one-tenth  or 
one-eleventh  of  the  amount  of  sea-borne  coal?— -It  is  about  one-fifth,  and 
increasing  very  much. 

702.  Sir  H.  Meujc.]  The  inland  coal  is  still  increasing? — Yes. 

703.  Sir  J.  Walmalfj/.]  Do  you  inform  the  Committee  that  there  has  been 
much  reduction  in  the  price  of  getting  coal,  in  the  Midland  districts,  within 
the  last  few  years  ? — I  should  think  that  the  reductions  which  have  been  carried 
on  in  the  Northern,  will  have  reached  the  Midland  districts. 

704.  Do  you  speak  of  your  own  knowledge  to  that  fact ;  for  instance,  taking 
Leicestershire  or  Yorkshire,  do  you  think  there  has  been  any  material  decrease 
in  the  price  of  getting  coal  for  the  last  few  years  ? — I  think  there  has  ;  the  only 
colliery  that  I  have  examined  in  Derbyshire,  was  the  Duke  of  Devonshire's. 
I  think  the  cost  of  raising  the  coal  there  must  have  been  cheapened  very  con- 
siderably within  the  last  eight  or  ten  years. 

705  •  Is  the  price  of  coal  from  the  pit's  bank,  at  this  moment,  in  any  of  the 
Yorkshire,  Derbyshire,  or  Leicestershire  collieries,  less  than  it  was  five  years 
ago  ?— At  present  the  price  is  very  much  affected  by  the  demand  for  it  in  the 
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iron  districts  .and  in  the  manufacturing  districts ;    there  has  heen  rather      Mr.  n.  Wood. 

a  scarcity  of  coal  about  Birmingham  and  Manchester^  and  that  has  spread  itself         . 

into  the  Derbyshire  and  Yorkshire  districts.  12  May  1853. 

706.  But  your  answer  would  imply  a  greater  decrease  in  the  cost  of  getting ; 
now  is  that  the  fact  ? — I  do  not  know  as  to  the  price  very  well ;  how  the  price  is 
now,  compared  with  what  it  was  eight  or  ten  years  ago  in  Yorkshire  and 
Derbyshire. 

707.  Do  you  know  that  any  railway  company  sells  coals  on  their  own  account 
but  the  Great  Northern  ? — No,  I  think  not. 

708.  Do  you  know  that  they  are  ? — Yes. 

709.  You  know  that  of  your  own  knowledge  ? — ^Yes. 

710.  Do  you  know  whether  that  is  in  accordance  with  their  Act  rf  Parlia- 
ment ? — I  have  some  doubts  of  that ;  I  have  seen  the  certificates  made  out  by 
the  railway  company.  I  believe  that  some  opinions  have  been  taken  about  it ;  it 
is  certainly  a  very  injurious  thing  to  the  coalowners. 

711.  Then  your  opinion  is,  that  they  are  acting  in  contravention  of  their  Act 
of  Parliament? — I  cannot  say  that. 

712.  Chairman.]  You  state  that  it  has  been  prejudicial  to  the  coal  owner; 
do  you  not  consider  that  it  has  been  for  the  benefit  of  the  public  at  large  ? — 
No,  I  do  not.  I  think  if  they  were  to  throw  the  stations  open  to  the  coal 
owners  generally,  that  the  public  would  be  benefited  by  it,  because  there  would 
be  more  competition.  ITie  fact  is,  the  Great  Northern  Company  charge  a  very 
low  rate  for  the  conveyance  of  coal ;  and,  I  think,  they  get  someUiing  out  of  the 
sale  of  the  coals ;  for  instance,  at  some  of  the  stations,  where  there  is  no  com- 
petition, they  get  a  considerable  profit  by  the  sale  of  the  coals,  as  at  Hitchin  and 
other  places,  more  than  they  do  in  London. 

713.  Can  you  state  what  the  price  is  in  Hitchin  as  compared  vrith  London  ? 
— No ;  I  think  at  one  time,  when  they  were  selling  coals  at  I?  s.  in  London,  the 
price  at  Hitchin  was  about  20*. 

7 1 4.  Mr.  Headlamp  Will  you  explain  how  the  railway  selling  the  coals  operates 
on  coalovraers  ? — It  is  a  complete  monopoly  in  the  hands  of  the  railway  com- 
pany, and  they  can  exclude  any  person  ;  they  may  take  one  person's  coal  and 
refuse  another  person's. 

715.  Do  they  refuse  any  coalowner  who  wishes  to  send  coals  upon  his  own 
account  to  sell  at  Hertford ;  for  instance,  upon  paying  the  freight  ? — I  can  only 
say  that  1  have  not  sent  any. 

716.  Sir  J.  fValm^ley.]  Would  not  your  answer  to  that  Question  be  simply 
this  :  that  the  low  price  at  which  they  sell  their  coal  in  London,  only  receiving 
tolls  and  no  profit,  absolutely  excludes  other  coaldealers  firom  entering  into 
that  trade  ? — Yes. 

717.  Mr.  Headlam.']  Do  you  think  they  would  throw  any  obstacle  in  the  way 
of  a  coal-owner  importing  coals  to  Hitchin  upon  his  own  account  r— The 
railway  companies,  first  of  all,  make  it  a  rule  that  you  must  send  a  very  large 
quantity  along  the  line  ;  25,000  tons  is  the  minimum  quantity.  Now  that  is  a 
very  large  quantity  for  one  person  ;  they  certainly  have  sent  no  Durham  coal 
along  the  line  except  Mr.  Pease's. 

718.  Are  you  aware  of  any  instance  of  a  coal  merchant  proposing  to  supply 
any  station  on  the  Great  Northern  with  coals,  whicii  they  have  refused  to  agree 
to  in  any  way  ?— I  am  told  by  Air.  Plews,  the  agent  of  the  persons  of  whom 
I  purchased  the  Tees  Walls  End  coals,  the  Messrs.  Ikckhouse,  that  he  made 
application  to  the  company,  and  they  refused.  I  believe  there  is  no  doubt  of 
the  fact,  that  they  do  refuse  to  allow  any  person  to  send  coals  except  through 
them.  They  purchase  the  Durham  coal  at  York ;  and  in  the  negotiation  which 
1  have  been  engaged  in  myself  with  them,  with  reference  to  taking  coals  upon 
the  line,  the  negotiation  rests  upon  the  price  of  coals  at  York. 

719.  Mr.  Ewart.]  Did  you  state  that  the  Great  Northern  Company  not  only 
restrict  the  carrying  of  coal  out  of  London,  but  also  restrict  it  coming  down 
from  the  north  ?— I'hey  purchase  the  coal  at  York  from  the  Durham  district, 
and  they  sell  it  themselves. 

720.  Mr.  Vernon.]  Was  there  not  a  difficulty  on  the  part  of  the  Great 
Northern  Railway  in  getting  a  supply  at  low  prices  from  the  pits  at  which 
they  used  to  be  supplied,  which  forced  them  to  make  some  other  arrangements 
with  another  pit? — I  believe  a  few  months  ago  the  Yorkshire  coalowners. 
Lord  Fitzwilliam  and  some  others,  raised  the  price  of  coal  6  rf.  a  ton.     I  believe 
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Mn  N.  Wood      the  railway  company  refused  to  send  the  trucks  to  Lord  Fitzwilliam^s  collieries, 

and^  of  oourse^  the  works  wwe  put  a  stop  to.    Then  they  applied  to  some 

\%  Ma  J  1853.     other  person  to  supply  them  ;  I  believe  that  person  ultimately  reftised  to  supply 
them^  and  then  they  were  obliged  to  pay  the  increased  price. 

721.  Wfw  not  then  the  rerolt  of  these  negotiations,  to  a  certain  extent,  a 
cheapening  of  the  price,  and  so  far  a  benefit  to  the  consumer ;  did  they  not 
come  to  some  terms,  by  which  they  got  the  coals  at  a  lower  price  than  was 
endeavoured  to  be  exacted  from  them  ? — ^No,  the  same  price. 

722.  Are  you  quite  sure  that  is  the  case  ? — Yes. 

723.  Was  not  an  arrangement  made  with  certain  coalowners  on  that  rail- 
way, for  the  purpose  of  securing  coals  at  a  low  price,  in  order  to  compete  with 
and  keep  down  the  price  at  Lord  Fitzwilliam's  or  other  collieries  ?— No,  I  think 
not ;  I  think  it  was  only  when  they  attempted  to  force  the  Yoricshire  coal- 
owners,  including  Lord  Pitzwilliam,  into  terms,  not  to  raise  the  price  of  the 
coals.  But  I  think  the  pwson  whom  they  wanted  to  supply  them,  when  he 
knew  of  the  circumstances,  refused  to  let  them  have  the  coals.  Then  they 
came  back  to  Lord  FitzwiUiam^  and  the  other  Yorkshire  coalowners,  who  put 
on  the  additional  6  d. 

724.  Was  there  not  an  opinion  among  the  workers  of  these  coal-pits  that 
they  .would  be  able,  by  the  Great  Northern  being  the  most  convenient  mode 
of  access  to  London,  to  get  the  monopoly,  and  so  raise  the  price  on  the  rail* 
way? — ^No,  I  think  not.  I  think  the  increased  price  was  justified  by  the 
increase  of  wages  that  they  had  to  pay. 

725.  Arc  you  not  aware  that  there  was  considerable  difficulty  in  supplying 
the  London  demand  by  the  railway  ? — I  think  there  was ;  I  think  it  is  limited 
in  the  first  place  very  much  to  the  ability  to  work  coals  in  that  district,  and 
then  it  is  limited  by  the  fact  that  it  comes  really  to  one  point  in  London,  and 
that  they  cannot  without  a  great  expense  spread  the  delivery  over  the  whole 
of  it. 

726.  Assuming  that,  your  case  is,  that  railways  should  make  certain  regu- 
lations with  regard  to  the  quantity,  and  as  to  the  delivery  of  coals  which  should 
be  consistenfwith  the  safety  of  the  railways  ? — I  think  they  ought.  It  is  quite 
right  that  they  should  make  any  regulations  with  respect  to  the  transmission  of 
crals ;  but  still,  I  think,  railway  companies  should  not  become  merchants.  I  do 
not  object  to  them  making  any  arrangement  for  the  transmission  of  the  eoal^ 
but  I  do  object  to  railway  companies  becoming  merchants. 

727.  You  suggested,  as  one  reason  for  aboUshing,  or  reducing  the  coal  duty, 
that  the  low  price  coal  might  be  brought  in  r — Yes. 

728.  Would  it  be  worth  sending  that  unscreened  coal  at  the  cost  of  a  half- 
penny a  ton  per  mile  by  the  railway  ? — I  think  it  would  not.  It  applies  more 
particularly  to  the  coals  sent  by  sea.  I  do  not  know  that  there  is  much  of  the 
very  small  coal  sent  by  railway. 

729.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  worth  while  to  get  rid  of  this  refuse  stuflF  by 
railway  ? — I  do  not  think  there  would  be  much  come  by  railway ;  there  would 
be  a  good  deal  by  sea. 

730.  You  do  not  think  there  would  be  any  come  by  railway? — The  dues 
would  operate  against  it  very  much  by  railway,  coming  into  the  city  of  London. 

731.  Then,  in  fact,  you  consider  that  the  amount  that  would  have  to  be  paid 
per  mile,  per  ton,  would  be  heavier  than  the  dues  and  other  payments  made 
by  sea? — What  would  operate  partially  against  that  is,  that  the  Yorkshire  coal- 
owners have  a  better  demand  for  their  small  coal  for  manufacturing  purposes  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  collieries  than  there  is  in  London.  Now  that  is  not  alto- 
gether the  case  with  sea-borne  coal.  There  are  thousands  of  tons  of  the  sea  borne 
description  of  coal  burnt  in  heaps,  entirely  consumed.  You  never  see  a  burning 
heap  of  coals  in  Yorkshire.  The  manufacturers  in  the  locality  take  oflf  that  low 
description  of  coals.  It  would  not  be  their  interest  to  send  a  long  distance,  and 
get  a  less  price  for  it. 

732.  Your  objection  to  the  present  system  is,  that  the  proprietors  of  the 
plate  glass  works,  for  instance,  consume  at  present  the  low  priced  coal  ?  —They 
do  so,  in  the  first  place,  for  cheapness ;  and  next,  that  it  is  the  description  of 
coal  that  suits  their  purpose. 

733.  It  appeared  to  me  by  your  answer  that  you  intended  to  say  they  would 
be  able  to  get  the  superior  coal  ? — They  would  get  the  same  coals  in  a  better 
condition. 

734.  Chairman^ 
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734.  Chairman.']  An  abundant  supply  ? — Yes.  Mr.  N.Wo(M. 

735-  You  were  understood  to  say  that  this  tax  of  13  d.,  being  levied  upon      

this  indiflPerent  coal,  although  it  suits  their  purpose,  presses  very  naturally  heavy      w  May  1853. 
upon  them  ? — No  doubt. 

736.  And  if  it  were  taken  off,  they  would  be  able  to  employ  a  large  quantity 
of  coal  in  a  better  condition  ? — The  consumption  would  be  increased. 

737.  Mr.  Headlam.]  Would  they  be  able  to  produce  the  article  th^  make 
there  so  cheap,  as  to  be  able  to  compete  with  foreigners  ? — No  doubt  they  would 
be  better  able  -to  compete. 

738.  Mr.  Vernon.]  At  what  price  can  you  sell  these  Wallsend  coals,  which 
come  by  railway  to  London,  at  the  railway  station  ? — ^There  are  very  few  which 
come  to  London  at  the  railway  -station ;  but  they  would  be  sold  at  the  railway 
station  at  about  18  ^.  a  ton, 

739.  How  much  would  it  be  at  the  pit's  mouth  ? — ^About  6  s.  &d.  a  ton. 

740.  Then  the  conveyance  would  be  about  12^,  or  13^.  more,  at  a  halQ»enny 
a  ton  ? — Yes ;  including  the  city  dues,  the  \3d. 

741 .  Then  that  coal  would  not  be  sold  under  about  22  s.  a.  ton  at  that  rate  r — 
No  ;  about  20  s.  6  (/. ;  they  would  add  about  2  s.  6  d.  to  it ;  such  coal  is  now 
selling  in  the  market  at  16  s. 

742.  1  hen,  if  a  large  quantity  of  coals  is  sent  by  the  railway,  it  is  not 
charged  a  halfpenny  a  ton  ? — There  is  no  case  that  I  know  of  in  Yorkshire  and 
Durham  where  it  is  charged  less  than  that.  I  believe  there  is  some  Derbyshire 
coal ;  Mr.  Barrow's  coal;  and  Clay  Cross  coal,  the  owners  of  which  had  some 
contract  that  if  there  were  a  certain  quantity  sent,  the  price  would  be  reduced. 

743.  Chairman.]  You  stated  that  the  Great  Northern  would  not  carry  less 
than  25,000  tons ;  do  you  know  that  they  have  ever  refused  to  carry  a  less 
quantity  than  25,000  tons  ? — Yes,  I  understand  they  consider  that  necessary ; 
^ey  say,  for  one  colliery,  they  should  at  least  have  25,000  tons.  The  York 
and  Berwick  do  the  same.  And  all  these  coals  must  pass  over  the  York  and 
Berwick. 

744.  Sir  J.  IValmsley.]  That  is,  they  carry  25,000  tons  a  certain  distance } 
— No.  If  I  go  to  the  York,  Newcastle,  and  Berwick,  wishing  to  send  coals  to 
London,  or  along  the  Great  Northern,  they  say,  '^  We  will  not  do  that,  unless 
you  agree  to  send  25,000  tons  as  the  minimum  quantity.*' 

745.  But  then  they  say  you  must  send  them  a  certain  distance,  if  they  send 
25,000  tons  at  a  less  price? — No;  they  do  not  make  any  stipulation  as  to 
distance. 

746.  Apply  that  to  the  North  Western,  for  instance ;  their  quantitj-  s  now 
25,000  tons,  I  think  ? — I  do  not  know ;  I  understood  that  their  rate  depended 
upon  the  quantity. 

747.  But  not  less  than  25,000  tons  ?— I  do  not  know  that. 

748.  Chairman.]  Taking  Hitchin,  it  is  not  likely  that  any  one  there  would 
give  an  order  for  such  an  amount  as  25,000  tons  ? — That  would  be  spread  over 
file  whole  line. 

749.  Do  you  know  of  your  own  knowledge  that  the  Great  Norlliem  0>mpany 
sell  coals  on  their  own  account?— I  made  inquiry  some  months  ago  at  Hert- 
ford, of  a  coal-merchant  there,  and  he  furnished  me  with  the  certificates  and 
invoices  of  the  delivery  of  the  coals  from  the  railway  company  to  the  mer- 
chant, and  these  were  made  out  in  the  name  of  the  company. 

750.  What  is  the  price  of  your  coal  at  York^ — Mr.  Pease's  price  is  8^.  6^. 
I  have  offered  to  supply  Tees  Wallsend  at  9*.  6d.  It  is  a  better  quality  of 
coal  by  a  shilling  a  ton. 

75 1 .  Yours  is  a  shilling  a  ton  higher,  then  ? — Yes ;  I  have  offered  to  supply 
anoliier  description  of  coal  at  8^.  6^. 

752.  Sir  J.  fVahnsley.]  What  is  the  distance  ?— One  hundred  and  seventy- 
six  miles. 

753.  And  the  tonnage  ?— A  hail^nny  a  ton.  The  dues  are  8^.,  and  then  the 
city  due  is  another  shilling. 

754.  Chairman.]  Can  you  state  whether  the  Great  Northern  Company  has 
<!Aiai^ed  for  the  carriage  of  coals,  only  plus  the  price  they  have  to  return  to  the 
coalawnerr— I  think  the  price  in  Lond<m  is  the  Tprice,  in  the  first  instance,  of 
the  coalowner,  to  which  add  8*.  for  railway  dues,  and  l»rf.  for  the  city  dues. 
It  does  not  appear  liiat  there  is  any  profit  made  by  the  Gveat  Northern  Com- 
pany upon  the  coals  sent  into  London,  but  I  presume  there  must  be  at  some  of 
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Mr.  N.  Wood,     the  Stations  short  of  London,  because  there  they  charge  a  higher  price  for  the 

■  COflls 

12  May  1853.  755^  ig  their  profit,  then,  upon  the  carriage  ?— Yes. 

756.  That  would  be  a  legitimate  profit  for  a  company  whose  business  it  is  to 
convey  goods,  would  it  not  ? — Clearly ;  any  profit  upon  the  dues,  of  course,  is 
a  legitimate  profit ;  but  I  think,  as  I  said  before,  it  is  injurious  to  the  public 
that  they  should  be  merchants. 

757.  Mr.  Headlam.']  Do  you  say  that  the  property  of  the  coals  goes  from 
Mr.  Pease  in  York,  and  that  they  are  sold  in  London  as  the  property  of  the 
railway  company  ? — Mr.  Pease  receives  payment  for  the  coals  at  York,  and  he 
states  he  has  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  them  afterwards. 

758.  So  that  when  they  are  sold  in  London,  if  they  are  sold  at  more  than  8  *., 
in  addition  to  what  they  gave  for  them  to  Mr.  Pease  at  York,  it  is  profit  to  the 
railway  company  ? — No  doubt. 

759.  So  that,  in  fact,  they  are  not  merely  paid  for  the  transit  of  the  coal  upon 
the  line,  but  they  are  speculators  in  the  coal  itself? — Yes. 

760.  And,  as  far  as  you  know,  their  object  is  to  carry  on  the  whole  trade  in 
that  form  r — Yes. 

761.  Both  with  respect  to  London  and  the  intermediate  stations? — Yes; 
they  have  an  agent  at  Doncaster,  who  is  the  coal  traffic  manager ;  they  fix  the 
price  they  charge  to  the  public  at  all  the  diflferent  stations  ;  the  coalowner  has 
nothing  whatever  to  do  with  it,  and  the  same  with  the  Yorkshire  coals. . 

762.  And  the  same  principle  prevails  on  the  railway  from  York,  that  the  rail- 
way  company  purchase  it,  and  charge  their  own  price  for  it  afterwards  ? — ^Their 
railway  commences  near  York. 

763.  With  respect  to  Mr.  Pease,  you  say  the  company  become  entitled  to  the 
coal  at  York  ? — ^Yes. 

764.  With  respect  to  the  coal  that  comes  into  the  railroad  station  at  York, 
the  same  principle  prevails  ? — ^They  purchase  the  coal,  in  that  case,  at  pits  in 
Yorkshire. 

765.  Then,  is  it  your  opinion  that  it  would  be  better  both  for  the  public  and 
the  coalowners  that  that  system  should  not  be  continued  ? — I  do  think  so.  I 
think  a  system  by  which  each  coalowner  has  an  opportunity  of  selling  his  own 
coals  is  more  beneficial  to  the  public  than  putting  the  sale  in  the  hands  of  the 
railway  company. 

766.  Do  you  think  the  trade  ought  to  be  carried  on  by  every  coalowner  him- 
self providing  coals,  paying  the  railway  dues,  and  continuing  the  proprietors  of 
the  coals,  until  they  are  sold  at  the  rejspective  stations  on  that  railway  ?  —That  is 
my  opinion. 

767.  Chairman.']  But,  practically,  every  railway  company  has  only  a  certain 
number  of  coal  trucks  ? — Yes. 

768.  Do  you  not  think  it  is  quite  possible,  even  then,  that  a  railway  company 
might  show  favouritism ;  they  can  only  send  a  certain  number  of  coals  in  the 
course  of  the  year ;  would  they  not  be  quite  as  liable  to  give  the  benefit  of  that 
coal  trade  to  any  individual,  or  any  two  or  three,  as  keeping  it  to  themselves  ? — 
No  doubt  it  is  in  the  power  of  the  railway  company  to  do  it ;  I  believe  we  are 
endeavouring  to  get  something  done  in  the  amalgamation  committee  in  that 
respect ;  but  we  do  not  find  practically  that  there  is  any  favouritism.  On  the 
York,  Newcastle  and  Berwick,  where  there  is  a  very  large  coal  trade,  and  on 
the  York  and  North  Midland  Railway,  that  system  is  carried  out,  and  the  coal- 
owners  are  perfectly  satisfied  with  it,  and  have  nothing  to  complain  of. 

769.  As  regards  the  consumer,  you  do  not  think  the  Direct  Northern,  carrying 
the  coals  in  the  way  they  do,  that  the  consumer  is  benefited  by  it  r — I  think 
not ;  it  is  a  complete  monopoly  in  the  hands  of  railway  companies ;  they  can 
charge  whatever  they  like  at  the  stations,  and  as  they  profit  by  an  increase  of 
charge,  of  course  they  do  that  to  the  utmost  extent  short  of  fettering  the 
traffic. 

770.  Can  you  give  the  Committee  any  information  with  respect  to  the  question 
of  colliers ;  can  you  state  whether  the  number  of  colliers  building  is  increasing 
or  diminishing  owing  to  any  circumstance  ? — At  present  there  is  a  stop  put  to 
the  building  of  collier  vessels,  owing  to  the  very  great  demand  for  large  vessels, 
foreign.  At  Sunderland,  which  was  a  great  place  for  building  collier  vessels  ; 
there  were  always  about  80  or  90  ships  on  the  stocks  at  a  time;  I  believe 
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there  has  scarcely  been  a  collier  built  for  these  last  two  years  ;  there  is  a  larger  Wr.  N.  Wood. 

class  of  vessels  building  for  the  foreign  trade.  

771 .  You  do  not  wish  the  Committee  to  understand  that  that  is  owing  in  any  ^^  ^'*^  *'-^-^ 
way  to  the  conpetition  of  coals  brought  inland  by  the  railroads,  but  you  say  it 

is  owing  to  the  demand  for  larger  vessels  for  the  foreign  trade  ? — It  is. 

772.  Has  the  freight  by  these  colliers  increased  ? — Tt  has  this  year  ;  the 
freight  this  year  has  averaged  a  shilling  a  ton  more  than  last  year. 

773.  Would  not  that  be  caused  to  a  certain  extent  by  the  fluctuation  in  the 
price  of  coal  ? — Yes,  and  by  the  demand  for  shipping. 

774.  Sir  /.  IValmsley.^  You  have  stated  that  Mr.  Pease  is  selling  his  coals 
at  8^.  6rf.  per  ton  ? — At  York. 

775.  And  that  you  could  afford  to  sell  a  better  quality  at  9^.  6rf.  per  ton?— 
Yes. 

776.  Are  you  able  to  state  what  the  Great  Northern  are  selling  such  a 
quality  of  coals  for,  if  they  do  sell  such  a  quality  of  coals,  exclusive  of  the 
delivery,  which  we  will  take  at  2  s.  6d.  per  ton  ? — 1  do  not  know  the  price  at 
this  moment ;  I  think  it  is  18^. 

777.  Chairman.]  That  is,  delivered  at  18*.  ?  —They  would  not  be  Mr.  Pease's 
coals. 

778.  Sir  J.  H^almsley.]  What  is  the  price,  delivered  to  the  consumer,  of  the 
best  quality  of  coals  sold  by  the  Great  Northern  ? — I  should  think  20*.  6d. ; 
but  it  would  probably  be  better  to  get  that  from  some  other  gentleman. 

779.  Taking  it  at  20*.  6rf. ;  if  we  deduct  2*.  6rf.,  which  is  the  cost  of  delivery, 
that  would  leave  18*.  ?— Yes. 

780.  Now,  you  say  that  Mr.  Pease  sells  his  coals  to  them  at  8*.  6rf.  at  York? 
Yes. 

781.  And  that  the  dues  to  you,  if  you  had  to  send  them  from  York,  would 
be  8*.?— Yes. 

782.  How  much  would  your  wagons  cost  you  ? — ^That  includes  waggons. 
7R3.  The  8*.  includes  wagons  from  them  ? — Yes. 

784.  Then  your  dues  would  be  1*.  Id.  ? — Yes. 

785.  What  would  your  whar&ge  be  ? — I  think  they  charge  6^.  for  wharfage. 

786.  That  is  18*.  Irf.?— Yes,  18*. 

787.  They  are  themselves  selling  at  17*.  and  18*.  ? — I  think  the  price  at  the 
whiEuf,  not  delivered,  is  18*. 

788.  Then  that  totally  excludes,  by  1*.  a  ton,  any  coal  that  can  be  sent  in 
that  way?— Yes. 

789.  Then  the  price  delivered  in  London  totally  excludes  your  coal  from 
being  sent  on  their  railway,  at  their  tolls,  and  in  their  waggons,  by  I  *.  a  ton ; 
is  it  not  so  ? — No ;  it  is  a  lower  price  than  my  coals  can  come  at ;  but  my  coals 
are  worth  1  *.  a  ton  more  in  London  ;  for  instance,  Mr.  Pease  sends  the  same 
coals  by  sea  as  I  do.  They  do  not,  when  they  come  to  the  London  market, 
fetch  within  a  shilling  a  ton  of  the  price  of  Tees  ;  but  my  coals  would  be  one 
shilling  dearer,  and  they  are  more  than  one  shilling  better. 

790.  The  answer  at  once  would  be,  your  coals  being  so  superior  to  Mr. 
Pease's  and  the  others,  that  you  would  be  able  to  get  a  larger  consumption  ? — 
I  think  so. 

791.  Then  this  is  your  real  objection  to  selling  coals  by  the  Great  Northern  ? 
— I  do  not  think  there  is  any  objection  to  selling  it,  except  that  Jhey  will  not 
give  the  9  *.  6  ^.  for  it. 

792.  Then  your  wish  would  be  to  send  your  coals  and  compete  with  them,  if 
they  were  to  allow  you  ? — If  I  could  get  the  price,  I  should  send  them. 

793.  Mr.  Ewart.]  But  if  you  were  to  get  the  same  price,  you  cannot  send 
them  now?— No. 

794.  Sir  J.  IValmsley.']  From  your  general  knowledge  of  the  coal  trade,  are 
you  not  able  to  give  the  Committee  a  great  deal  of  information  as  to  the  area 
of  the  coal  fields  in  Yorkshire,  taking  the  second  quality  of  coals,  and,  also,  with 
regard  of  Derbyshire  and  Leicestershire,  which  are  the  three  great  counties 
from  which  iuland  coal  is  derived  for  the  supply  of  the  increasing  population 
of  the  metropolis  ? — I  am  not  prepared  to  do  so  at  present ;  it  requires  a  calcu- 
lation. If  the  object  of  the  question  is  to  ascertain  what  the  duration  of  the 
supply  of  coals  will  be,  I  think  it  will  go  on  for  500  years. 

795.  That  answer,  as  to  500  years,  would  entirely  depend  on  the  quantity 
consumed  during  those  500  years  : — It  would. 
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Mr.  N.  Wood.         796.  Have   the  coal  fields  of  Yorkshire,    Derbyshire,  and  Leioesterahire^ 

within  a  few  years,  been  greatly  developed,  and  are  they  capable  of  very  much 

12  May  1853.  greater  development? — I  should  think  they  are  capable  of  more  development, 
but,  practically,  there  will  only  be  a  certain  amount  of  consumption  for  that 
description  of  coal,  so  long  as  the  Durham  coal  fields  supply  the  best  coals ; 
for  instance,  I  think  the  whole  of  those  coals  sent  to  London  are  house  coals. 
I  think  the  consumption  of  house  coals  of  all  descriptions  is  something  like 
1^0©,000  tcms  in  London ;  it  may  be  100,000  more  or  less.  A  portion,  pro- 
bably half  of  that,  is  best  coal,  superior  in  quality  to  Yorkshire  coal.  If  you 
press  the  supply  beyond  that,  you  can  only  do  it  by  bringing  the  price  down 
below  what  would  be  a  paying  price  to  the  coalowner. 

797.  Then,  again,  is  there  njt  d  considerable  consumption  of  coals  in  the 
districts  of  Yorkshire  and  Derbyshire  for  making  iron,  and  other  purposes  ? — 
Yes,  there  is. 

798.  So  that,  in  fact,  the  coalowners  of  the  north  have  no  real  groimds  t» 
fear  that  the  qumitity  of  ^heir  best  coals  which  th^  may  henceforth  send  to 
London  will  be  material;  diminished  r — I  never  had  any  fear,  if  we  have  fair 
play ;  I  mean,  if  the  charges  are  taken  off  us  which  are  not  borne  by  the 
inland  coals,  that  there  will  be  an  overwhelming  consumption  for  the  best  York- 
shire coals. 

799.  Now  could  you  give  any  idea  as  to  the  area  of  those  two  coal  fields  ? — 
I  could  do  so.  The  Yorkshire  coal  field  does  not  supply  any  gas  eoal ;  it  does 
not  supply  any  steam  coal  and  coking  coal ;  all  these  descriptions  of  coal,  is  out 
of  the  limits  of  transmission  to  London. 

800.  Mr.  Ewart.^j  When  did  tlie  inland  coal  begin  to  compete  with  sea« 
borne  coal? — As  soon  as  the  Great  Northern  Railway  opened. 

801.  Not  before  ? — Not  to  any  extent. 

802.  Had  the  price  of  coal  fallen  anterior  to  that  time  ?— Yes. 

803.  Had  your  cheaper  machinery,  and  the  meims  of  reducing  the  cost  of 
production,  that  you  have  already  referred  to,  b^CNre  the  railway  competed  with 
you,  reduced  the  price  of  coal  ? — ^Yes. 

804.  How  much  had  it  been  reduced  ? — I  cannot  tell  at  tiiis  moment 

805.  But  the  material  reduction  has  been  «ince  the  opening  of  the  entire 
country  by  the  railway  ?— I  think  it  has  been  diminished  more  since  the^Great 
Northern  has  been  opened  than  it  was  before. 

806.  Chairman^]  Then  summing  up  your  evidence  as  regards  the  duty  on 
coals,  do  you  wish  the  Committee  to  understand  that,  in  your  opinion,  the  coal 
tax  affects  the  trade  of  the  metropolis,  especially  as  regards  the  small  coal  used 
in  plate  glass  works,  and  other  smelting  trades  Where  coals  are  used  ? — Yes,, 
that  is  so.  1  think  it  operates  as  prejudicially  as  any  tax  does  upon  the  con- 
sumption, and  I  believe  the  amount  is  more  than  the  average  profits  the  coal- 
owners  have  made  within  the  last  10  years. 

807.  And  as  regards  the  drawback,  although  it  has  had  practically  a  ^ood 
effect  in  some  cases,  yet  you  consider  the  working  of  it  might  be  improved, 
especially  with  reference  to  the  necessity  of  employing  men  to  wei^  ? — 
I  think  the  trade  is  very  much  indebted  to  Mr.  Scott  for  the  manner  in  which 
I  e  has  carried  out  the  whole  affair.  I  do  not  know  whether  it  is  incidentail  to 
obtaining  correct  returns  of  the  drawback,  that  those  regulations  ^ould  be 
carried  out,  but  I  think  the  meters  should  be  paid,  not  by  the  coalowners,  hxit 
by  those  who  get  the  tax.  Then  I  think  it  is  a  very  great  hardship  that  we 
should  be  saddled  with  4  d.  upon  coke  in  addition. 

808.  Sir  H.  Meux.']  VfhsA  w*s  the  price  at  Hitdun,  three  years  ago: — I 
should  think  before  the  opening  of  the  railway  it  was  35  s.  or  36  s. 

809.  What  are  they  now  ? — About  18  «. 

810.  That  alteration  has  been  produced  entirely  by  the  opening  of  the  rail- 
way ? — Yes. 

811.  Chairman.^  What  is  your  complaint  with  reference  to  the  drawback 
iupon  coke  ? — ^The  objection  is,  that  we  do  not  obtain  the  whole  of  the  drawback 
upon  coke ;  we  only  obtain  two-thirds  of  it. 

8 1 2.  The  difference  between  9  d.  and  13  rf.  ? — ^Yes. 

813.  That  difference  gcing  to  the  fund  created  by  this  coal  tax  ?— Yes. 

814.  Mr.  Alderman  Ci^iV/.]  How  mudi  is  the  drawback  on  coke  ? — It  is  1  s. 
per  ton  ;  but  then,  in  order  to  obtain  a  ton  of  coke^  you  must  pay  the  duty  on  a 
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ton  and  a  third  of  a  ton  of  coals^  because  a  ton  and  a  third  of  coate  only  makes      Mr.  N.  Wood. 
a  ton  of  coke,  - — 

815.  Coke  loses  a  third  in  weight  ?— Yes,  about  that.  "  May  1853. 

816.  Sir  J.  Waimstey.]  Is  there  any  other  mode  of  conveying  coala  into  tiie 
interior  fl-om  the  Pool,  besides  that  of  the  railways  ?— Yes,  it  is  conveyed  from 
liie  Pool  by  barges,  as  well  as  railways. 

817.  You  know  the  River  Lea? — Yes. 

81 8.  Is  there  a  large  quantity  conveyed  along  the  River  Lea  into  Hcrtfoid 
and  other  places  ? — Yes. 

8i  9.  Do  those  baizes  go  alongside  the  colliers  ? — ^Yes. 

820.  Does  the  River  Lea  compete  successfuUy  with  any  rail^vay? — It  com- 
petes with  the  Eastern  Counties. 

821.  It  is  able  to  compete  successfully  with  any  of  the  railways  by  means  of 
tiie  barges  going  alongside  the  colliers ;  and  therefore,  so  far  you  would 
not  be  injured  by  the  greater  amount  of  toll  upon  the  back  caiTiage  than  that 
which  is  charged  in  other  ways  r — I  do  not  know  the  precise  quantity  that  is 
taken  up  the  River  Lea  at  present.  Mr.  Bell,  who  conducts  the  traffic,  would 
be  able  to  inform  the  Committee  as  to  that. 

822.  Sir  H.  Mens.]  Is  not  carriage  by  canal  invariably  cheaper  than  railway 
carriage  ? — It  is  higher  than  the  Great  Northern. 

823.  By  the  canal  ? — Yes. 

824.  Sir  J.  Duke.]  But,  practically,  with  reference  to  a  former  question,  do 
not  the  railroads  go  alongside  the  coUiers  too  ? — ^The  railways  do. 

825.  Mr.  Alderman  Cubitt.]  What  is  the  general  opinion  of  the  trade  with 
r^ard  to  the  operation  of  the  Coal  Act  of  1851  allowing  drawback  ? — I  think 
it  is  favourable. 

826.  Is  there  any  desire  in  the  trade  to  repeal  the  Act  ?— Not  the  least ;  the 
desire  is,  that  the  whole  dues  should  be  repealed.  That  Act  has  operated  bene- 
ficially upon  the  trade. 

827.  Chairman.^  That  means  the  coal  trade? — ^Yes. 

828.  Mr.  Alderman  Cubitt]  With  regard  to  coke,  you  feel  it  to  be  a  grievance 
that  you  are  only  allowed  weight  for  weight  in  the  drawback  upon  the  coke, 
whereas  it  takes  a  ton  and  a  third  of  coals  to  make  a  ton  of  coke  ? — Yes,  we 
say  that  the  drawback  ought  to  be  on  the  quantity  of  coal  consumed  in  making 
the  coke,  and  not  on  the  coke. 

829.  Would  that  make  any  great  difference  ?— It  would  be  a  benefit  to  the 
coke  burners  within  the  limits  of  the  City. 

830.  Where  are  the  coke  burners  ? — I  myself  am  concerned  with  two  ex- 
tensive ones,  one  at  Blackwall,  and  the  other  near  to  Bow. 

831.  Sir  J.  Duke.]  You  have  stated  that  you  do  not  mind  competition  in 
trade  if  there  is  anything  like  fair  play  ? — ^Yes. 

832.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  disadvantageous  to  the  coal  trade  of  Northum- 
berland and  Durham  if  the  railway  City  dues  were  taken  off  coals  coming  by 
railway  ? — I  think  it  would  be  very  disadvantageous  to  the  coal  trade  of  Durham 
and  Northumberland  if  it  were  taken  off  inland  coals,  and  not  taken  off  coals 
coming  by  sea. 

833.  Chairman.]  The  increase  of  quantity  would  not  make  up  for  that  ? — 
Certainly  not ;  I  think,  whatever  is  done  must  be  done  generally,  and  applied 
to  both. 

Mr.  Harry  Inskip,  called  in ;  and  Examined. 

834.  Chairman.]  ARE  you  a  resident  in  Hertford  ?— Yes.  Mr.  H.  Inskip. 

835.  Are  you  carrying  on  business  at  Hertford  ? — Yes ;  seed-crushing.  

836.  Are  you  a  consumer  of  coals  in  your  district  ? — Yes,  rather  largely. 

837.  Has  the  town  of  Hertford  always  been  taxable  with  the  City  coal  dues  ? 
— I  believe  so  ;  always. 

838.  Can  you  give  the  Committee  any  information  with  reference  to  the 
town  of  Ware  ;  the  town  of  Ware  is  outside  the  limit  of  the  area  of  taxation,  is 
it  not  ? — It  is ;  Ware  is  without  the  circle. 

839.  And  therefore  coals  coming  from  the  port  of  London  to  Ware  receive 
the  drawback  from  the  City  ? — They  do. 
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Mr.  If.  Insk^.  840.  What  is  the  distance  between  Ware  and  Hertford  ? — About  two  miles  ; 
not  so  much  by  the  rail  or  the  river. 

n  May  1853.  841 .  Then  coals  consumed  in  Hertford,  which  is  two  miles  from  Ware,  have 

the  City  dues  to  pay,  whereas  coals  consumed  at  Ware,  which  is  two  miles 
further  off,  have  the  City  dues  remitted  by  the  drawback  ? — Yes,  exactly  so. 

842.  Can  you  state  what  the  effect  of  that  is  as  regards  the  consumption  of 
coals  in  the  town  of  Hertford? — It  very  much  reduces  the  consumption ;  in 
fact  there  is  scarcely  any  brought  there  except  for  the  consumption  of  the 
town. 

843.  Does  the  coal  brought  by  the  Great  Northern  Railway  to  Welwyn  com- 
pete also  with  the  sea-borne  coal  in  Hertford  ? — Very  much  indeed ;  we  used 
to  serve  the  district  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Hertford  for  a  long  way  round 
previous  to  the  opening  of  the  Great  Northern  Railway,  and  now,  of  coui-se,  we 
are  closed  up,  being  on  the  very  outside  of  the  circle ;  in  fact  we  are  far  be- 
yond it.  You  cannot  get  coals  from  London  to  Hertford  by  less  than  25  or  26 
miles  by  the  rail  and  29  by  the  river ;  you  cannot  get  coals  by  any  nearer 
distance. 

844.  Can  you  state  whether  the  Act  to  which  allusion  has  been  made,  the 
I4th  &  16th  Victoria,  called  the  "  Direct  line  Act,"  in  which  those  words  are, 
had  any  effect  upon  the  supply  of  coals  to  Hertford,  and  the  price  in  Hertford  ? 
— Yes  ;  it  has  raised  the  price  1  s.  per  ton. 

845.  Then  the  effect  of  that  Act  upon  the  town  of  Hertford  was  to  increase 
the  price  of  coals  ? — I  do  not  know  that  it  increased  the  price,  but  it  allowed  the 
price  to  remain  1  s.  higher  there  than  in  any  other  place  without  the  dues ;  for 
instance,  Ware,  where  coals  are  obliged  to  come,  it  is  out  of  the  city  dues  dis- 
trict. Ware  is  two  miles  from  Hertford,  therefore  we  consider  Hertford  is  the 
exception,  and  a  very  hard  case  indeed. 

846.  Do  you  say  that  coals  going  by  railroad  from  London  to  Hertford  must 
go  through  Ware  ? — ^They  must. 

847.  When  at  Ware  they  are  free  to  receive  the  drawback ;  they  have  paid 
the  duty  originally  in  London,  but  they  get  taxed  again  on  coming  into  Hert- 
ford ? — Yes ;  it  is  very  injurious  to  the  trade  of  the  town,  and  interferes  very 
much  with  tl)e  labour  at  Hertford. 

848.  Can  you  state  whether  there  has  been  any  agreement,  or  any  understand- 
ing, come  to  between  any  parties  in  the  town  of  Hertford  and  the  City  Remem- 
brancer, or  the  solicitor  to  the  Treasury,  with  reference  to  Hertford  being 
made  free  of  this  toll  ? — Yes,  there  were  several  meetings  at  Hertford  on  the 
subject,  and  a  meeting  of  the  town  council ;  and  a  deputation  was  sent  from 
the  town  council  to  wait  upon  the  City  officers,  and  I  believe  the  solicitor  to 
the  Treasury.  I  was  not  one  of  the  deputation,  and  therefore  I  cannot  say 
what  passed;  but  it  was  understood,  after  several  meetings,  that  the  duty 
would  be  taken  off;  and  at  last  there  was  a  report  in  Hertford,  and  the 
rejoicinjis  were  general,  that  the  duty  was  taken  off. 

849.  Is  there  not  a  Bill  before  the  Committee  of  this  House  with  reference 
to  the  River  Lea  Company  ? — I  believe  there  is. 

850.  Are  you  aware  that  there  was  a  clause  in  that  Bill  to  exempt  Hertford 
from  the  duty  ? — Yes,  I  saw  it ;  that  came  before  me  as  one  of  the  town  council 
of  Hertford,  and  I  read  it. 

851.  When  that  clause  was  inserted  in  the  Bill  originally,  was  there  any 
understanding  in  the  corporation  of  Hertford  that  it  would  pass  through  Com- 
mittee with  the  consent  of  the  solicitor  of  the  City  ? — I  cannot  say  ;  I  only 
know  it  from  report.  It  was  reported  that  it  required  an  Act  of  Parliament  to 
exclude  Hertford  from  the  tax.  That  clause  was  put  in  by  the  suggestion  of 
the  council.  1  believe  the  clerk  to  the  trustees  of  the  River  Lea  proposed  that 
they  should  get  over  that  difficulty  by  inserting  this  clause  for  them  in  their 
private  Act. 

852.  So  as  to  save  the  corporation  of  Hertford  the  trouble  of  getting  an  Act 
on  purpose  ? — I  believe  so. 

853.  What  became  of  this  unfortunate  clause? — I  understand  that  they 
opposed  it»  and  erased  it. 

854.  Who  will  be  able  to  give  any  positive  information  on  that? — Mr. 
Marchant,  the  clerk  to  the  trustees  of  the  River  Lea.    He  is  in  town,  and  know* 
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the  whole  of  the  particulars  about  the  boundary,  and  everything  of  that  Bort.  Mr;  A  Inst^ 

All  T  have  said  is  from  report.  

855.  As  a  merchant  and  trader  in  the  town  of  Hertford,  you  complain  of  the  n  May  18(5$. 
fact  that  the  town  of  Hertford  should  be  liable  to  this  tax  ? — I  think  it  is  an 

exception  to  any  other  place  I  have  heard  of;  we  are  26  or  27  miles  from 
London,  and  yet  we  are  considered  within  the  dues. 

856.  The  area  of  taxation  is  supposed  to  be  20  miles  as  the  crow  flies  ? — ^No 
one  can  bring  coals  any  shorter  distance ;  there  is  no  way  of  conveying  them 
less  than  25  or  26  miles.     I  believe  it  is  26  miles. 

857.  Are  there  posts  put  up  on  the  roads  between  Hertford  and  London  ? — 
There  is  a  granite  column,  put  up,  I  believe,  by  the  corporation  of  London, 
within  these  12  months. 

858.  Since  the  Act?— Since  the  new  Act.  It  is  quite  new.  We  did  not 
know  what  it  was  put  up  for  in  Hertford. 

859.  Are  there  any  bye-lanes,  that  you  are  aware  of,  by  which  you  can  evade 
the  vigilance  of  these  gentlemen  ? — I  do  not  know  that  there  are  any  lanes  by 
which  coals  can  be  brought  without  going  past  that  stone. 

860.  There  are  no  bye-roads  into  Hertford,  that  you  are  aware  of? — No; 
there  is  the  direct  road  from  Ware  to  Hertford,  and  there  is  the  river  and  the 
rail. 

861 .  Sir  H.  Meux.']  Do  the  coals  which  come  by  the  Great  Northern  pay  the 
tax  equally  with  the  coals  which  come  through  Ware  ? — If  they  come  past  the 
boundary  mark  on  the  rail.     Welwyn  is  out  of  the  district,  and  Hertford  is  in. 

862.  Do  the  coals  which  come  from  Welwyn  to  Hertford  pay  the  tax  ? — I  do 
not  know  that  any  have  been  fetched  from  there,  because  if  they  came  into 
Hertford  they  would  be  considered  liable. 

863.  Chairman.']  Does  the  boundary  of  the  area  of  taxation  take  in  a  part  of 
Hertford,  and  not  another  part,  or  does  it  take  in  the  whole  town  ? — I  cannot 
tell  exactly ;  I  know  it  comes  to  within  a  stone's  throw  of  my  mill  and  the  gas- 
works ;  they  are  both  in. 

864.  Is  there  any  mark  or  post  put  up  by  the  city  of  London  on  the  road 
between  Hertford  and  Welwyn  ? — None  whatever,  that  I  am  aware  of. 

865.  Then  the  coals  coming  from  Welwyn  can  come  that  road  without  being 
taxed: — ^Yes,  unless  they  were  interrupted  by  some  persons  stationed  on  that 
road. 

866.  Is  the  town  of  Hertford  supplied  with  coals  by  the  River  Lea  r — ^Yes  ; 
they  come  also  by  the  Eastern  Counties  Railway ;  I  believe  they  come  half  by 
rail  and  half  by  barge. 

867.  Can  you  tell  what  the  expense  is  per  ton  by  the  River  Lea,  and  by  the 
rail  to  Hertford  ?— There  is  very  little  difference ;  I  think  about  4  s.  each 
per  ton  by  rail  and  by  water.  We  have  ours  by  water,  because  we  empty 
them  from  the  barge  into  the  mill,  which  is  on  the  banks  of  the  river. 

868.  Sir  H.  Meua:.]  Is  the  price  the  same  by  barge  as  by  rail  ? — Yes  ;  we 
bring  no  more  coals  into  the  town  than  we  actually  want ;  people  have  to  pay 
this  13  d.  B.  ton  duty,  and  they  will  not  send  their  com  or  their  goods  to 
Hertford  in  consequence  of  being  able  to  get  their  coals  at  Ware  at  1  ^.  a  ton 
less  ;  and  they  do  not  like  to  go  back  again  empty. 

869.  1  hey  get  their  back  carriage  ? — ^They  get  their  back  carriage  in  coals, 
and  so  they  go  to  Ware  in  preference  to  Hertford. 

870.  CkaifTnan.]  Do  you  consider  that  this  tax  materially  affects  the  town  of 
Hertford? — Very  materially  indeed,  because  we  are  26  miles  the  shortest  way, 
and  yet  we  are  included  in  the  duty. 

871.  Mr.  Alderman  Culntt.]  The  town  of  Hertford  would  not  have  been  in 
a  worse  position  now  than  it  has  always  been  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  Act  of 
1851,  which  allowed  the  drawback? — We  should  not  have  been  in  a  worse 
position  ;  it  was  not  felt  then,  because  the  duty  upon  coals  was  levied  upon  all 
coals  that  came  out  of  London,  wherever  they  went  to. 

872.  Then  the  injury  which  has  been  inflicted  upon  your  town  arises  from 
the  advantage  which  is  derived  by  Ware  ? — Not  exactly  Ware. 

873.  Mr.  Vernon.]  By  your  neighbours  generally? — 'Ihe  Great  Northern 
brings  coal  close  up  to  the  borders  of  the  circuit,  without  duty ;  consequently, 
they  come  to  the  verj^  houses  of  our  town.  We  should  sell  a  great  many  coids 
if  we  were  allowed  to  bring  them  in  without  the  13  d.  duty.     The  sea-borne 
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Mr.  if  Lukip.     oosls  We  get  from  London  are  preferred  before  the  coals  that  come  up  by  the 
■  rail. 

12  May  1853.  gy^.  Chairmati.]  In  short,  the  tax  prevents  a  trade  in  coals  in  Hertford? — 

And  where  the  boundary  is. 

875.  Mr.  Vernon.']  The  town  of  Hertford  would  be  quite  satisfied  if  the  line 
was  fixed  at  18  miles  instead  of  20  ? — I  do  not  know. 

876.  Sir  H.  MeuxJ]  Before  the  Act  of  1861,  and  before  the  Great  Northern 
Railway  opened,  could  coals  be  brought  in  without  paying  the  London  duty  ? 
— I  do  not  know  at  all  how  that  is.  Mr.  Marchant,  the  clerk  to  the  trustees 
of  the  River  Lea,  will  give  you  every  information.  I  merely  came  up  here 
to-day  because  Hertford  should  have  a  voice  in  it.  We  expected  that  we 
should  get  our  reduction  in  another  way. 

877.  Chairman.]  Was  it  your  wish  to  be  examined ;  because  it  has  been 
generally  understood  by  the  corporation  of  the  town  of  Hertford,  and  the 
leading  men  of  the  trade,  that  there  was  an  intention  on  the  part  of  the 
Government  and  the  city  to  allow  Hertford  to  be  free  of  this  tax  ? — Certainly. 

878.  And  that  is  only  owing  to  this  clause  being  expunged  from  the  Kiver 
Lea  Bill,  that  you  have  opened  your  eyes  to  the  fact,  that  you  are  not  to  be 
free  ? — Exactly  so. 

879.  In  consequence  of  that  you  came  to  me  and  requested  to  be  examined 
to-day  ? — Entirely. 

880.  There  is  great  disappointment,  is  there  not,  in  the  town  of  Hertford, 
in  consequence  of  what  they  consider  the  misunderstanding  ?— We  should  have 
made  a  very  great  stir  about  it,  if  vre  had  not  expected  that  we  should  get  it 
out  of  the  lUver  Lea  Bill,  but  we  find  we  have  been  deceived. 

881.  Mr.  V^emon.']  Has  the  town  of  Hertford  much  communication  in  the 
way  of  trade  with  London  ? — Very  great. 

882.  Is  there  much  traffic  by  carts  and  waggons? — There  is  the  rail  and  the 
river  ;  I  should  not  think  much. 

883.  By  carts  and  waggons ;  the  question  referred  to  the  high  roads  ?  —There 
is  clover,  hay,  and  straw. 

884.  And  fruit  ? — And  fruit.  I  think  the  principal  part  <rf  the  flour  and  mah, 
and  everything  of  that  kind,  heavy  and  bulky  goods,  goes  up  by  the  rail  and  the 
river. 

885.  Is  there  not  a  very  considerable  communication.  In  the  way  of  trade, 
between  Hertford  and  London,  by  waggons  and  carts,  and  ordinary  convey- 
ances ? — I  do  not  think  there  Is  a  great  deal. 

886.  Chairman.]  Do  they  not  send  fat  lambs  to  Smlthfield  Market? — Yes. 

887.  Do  not  the  fat  lambs  generally  go  by  lamb  carts  ? — ^They  do  in  some 
districts.     I  think  they  send  some  by  raU. 

888.  So  far,  Hertford  would  be  Interested  In  the  Improvement  of  the  metro- 
polls?— Yes, 

889.  Hertford  Is  connected  with  the  trade  of  the  metropolis,  and,  being  so 
connected.  Is  It  not  Interested  In  the  thoroughfares  of  London  being  in  good 
repair  and  In  good  order? — We  do  not  use  the  London  thoroughfares  much  ; 
the  people  of  Hertford  come  to  Mark-lane  as  much  as  any  town  In  England  of 
the  size,  once  or  twice  a  week. 

Mr.  James  Renat  Scott^  called  In ;  and  further  Examined. 

Mr.  J,  R,  ScoU.         890.  Chairman.]  IS  there  any  portion  of  your  evidence  given  the  other  day 

that  you  wish  to  add  to  ? — There  Is  one  answer  I  should  wish  to  alter ;  I  did 

not  completely  understand  the  question  as  put  at  the  time. 

891 .  Which  Is  the  question  ? — It  refers  to  the  question  whether  there  Is  any 
place  tl.at  Is  taxed  where  railway  coals  having  gone  out,  are  afterwards  brought 
in  again.  That  refers  to  the  town  of  Hertford,  where  there  happens  to  be  a 
bend,  and  the  railway  extends  half  a  mile  beyond  the  distance  of  20  miles. 
The  coals  from  the  Port  of  London  are  coals  from  the  Inland  counties,  and 
must  necessarily  go  out,  through  the  town  of  Ware,  before  they  come  In  again 
to  the  town  of  Hertford. 

8y2.  Can  you  state,  with  reference  to  the  town  of  Hertford,  whether  the 
whole  of  the  town  Is  Included  In  the  area  of  taxation,  or  only  a  portion  ? — The 
whole  of  the  town. 
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893.  Then  is  there  any  post  or  mark  on  the  road  between  Welwyn  and  Hert-  Mr  j.  R.  Scott^ 

ford  by  which  the  City  tax  cun  be  levied  ?— There  is  none  at  present,  but  it  is 

the  intention  of  the  committee  to  phice  one,  for  I  have  found  that  recently      ^^  ^^^y  ^^53- 
coals  from  the  Great  Northern  Railway  are  now  brought  in  small  quantities  by 

road,  to  compete  with  coals  at  Hertford. 

894.  And  that  power  you  have  under  the  Act  to  which  allusion  has  been 
made  ?— Exactly  so. 

895.  If  it  had  not  been  for  the  passing  of  that  Act,  you  could  not  have  taxed 
the  coals  so  coming  into  the  town  of  Hertford  ?— The  public  pleaded  that  they 
were  not  aware  of  the  precise  point  where  they  became  liable  to  duty,  but  the 
post  now  indicates  that.  As  it  now  stands,  parties  in  charge  of  carts  passing 
cannot  plead  that  they  are  not  aware  where  the  twenty  mile  boundary  com- 
mences. 

896.  Then,  at  this  moment,  there  being  no  post  of  that  kind,  you  have,  prac- 
tically, no  means  of  levying  the  City  dues  upon  coals  which  are  brought  from 
the  Great  Northern,  at  Welwyn,  to  Hertford  ? — We  have,  practicjdly :  the 
arrangements  are  being  made  at  the  present  moment ;  but  we  do  not  press  the 
public  if  there  is  an  excuse  made  that  they  are  ignorant  of  the  fact  as  to  the 
precise  spot  where  the  boundary  commences.  It  has  been  my  habit,  with  refer- 
ence to  parties  carrying  on  the  coal  traffic  on  the  common  roads,  to  supply  them 
with  a  section  of  the  Ordnance  map,  marked  precisely  according  to  the  official 
map  in  my  office  in  the  Coal  Exchange. 

897.  Then  as  regards  that  particular  district,  the  practical  effect  of  your  Act 
of  14  &  15  Vict.,  will  be  to  extend  the  area  of  taxation  in  this  way,  that  you 
will  be  able  to  tax  persons  whom  you  had  no  means  of  getting  at  before  ?—  No, 
Hertford  has  invariably  paid  indirectly  the  duties  upon  sea-borne  coal,  as 
I  stated  when  I  was  last  examined. 

898.  Why,  indirectly,  it  is  payable  vnthin  the  area  of  the  town?— Not  only 
within  the  area,  but  places  15  miles  beyond  the  area  have  paid  indirectly,  inas- 
much as  the  buyers  purchase  the  coals  in  the  London  port,  where  they  pay  the 
duty.  The  coal  traffic  on  the  Eastern  Counties  line  commenced  in  the  latter  end 
of  the  year  1850,  when  they  brought  about  200  tons.  They  began  to  pay  the  duty 
about  the  month  of  July  1851, 1  believe,  stimulated  very  much  by  the  fact  of 
the  present  Act  being  then  about  to  be  brought  in  to  enforce  the  payment  of 
the  duty ;  but  sea-borne  coals,  as  I  stated,  have,  within  these  last  10  or  20 
years,  gone  down  almost  as  far  as  Cambridge,  and  paid  the  duty  to  the  corpora- 
tion of  London. 

899.  Sir  H.  Meujc.]  Before  that  Act  of  1851,  could  inland  coals  come  in? — 
There  were  no  inland  coals  in  that  locality ;  they  could  if  there  had  been  any 
means,  but  not  without  being  liable  to  duty.  I  would  state  with  reference  to 
the  evidence  of  the  last  witness,  as  to  the  coal  traffic  of  the  town  of  Hertford, 
that  I  believe  the  principal  merchant  of  that  town  could  be  brought  in  evidence 
to  prove  that  it  is  not  in  any  way  restricted.  He  pays  the  duty  upon  such  as 
are  indicated  by  his  map  to  be  within,  and  he  receives  a  return  of  the  duty  upon 
every  ton  of  coals  to  be  consumed  in  Ware,  or  places  10  miles  beyond.  Mr. 
Gripper,  of  Hertford,  can  give  evidence  of  that  fact. 

900.  Mr.  Alderman  CuOiit.]  Before  the  Act  of  1851,  had  the  duties  been 
imposed  in  the  town  of  Hertford? — Since  1845  Hertford  has  been  liable  to  the 
payment  of  duty,  but  inasmuch  as  from  1 850,  which  is  the  period  when  the  traffic 
commenced  on  the  Eastern  Counties  line,  it  was  only  and  wholly  supplied 
through  the  port  of  London,  the  question  did  not  occur.  Before  that  year  they 
were  paying  the  duty  not  only  at  Hertford  but  Ware,  Sawbridgeworth,  Bishop 
Stortford,  and  other  towns  more  to  the  north.  The  operation  of  the  Act  of 
1851,  brings  the  rival  towns  of  Ware  and  Hertford  in  rather  an  unfavourable 
position  as  regards  this  tax,  Hertford  paying  the  tax  and  Ware  being  exempt 
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Sir  JOHN  SHELLEY,  in  the  Chair. 


Edward  Tyrrell,  Esq.,  called  in ;  and  further  Examined. 

*  Tyrrell,  Esq.        901 .  Chairman.]  CAN  you  give  the  opinion  of  the  law  officers  of  the  corpora- 
■■  tion  in  reference  to  the  corporate  seal  as  a  collateral  security  for  money  borrowed 

fi  May  1853.  by  the  corporation  ?~I  have  the  opinion  of  the  Recorder  upon  that  point. 
Tlie  question  submitted  to  the  Recorder  was,  "  Whether  the  Bank  of  England, 
and  other  persons  who  have  advanced  the  several  sums  of  40,000  /.,  300,000/., 
200,000  /.,  and  40,000  /.,  upon  the  security  of  the  prescriptive  duty  on  coals 
belonging  to  the  corporation  of  London,  have  any  remedy  against  the  other 
property  of  the  corporation  of  London  in  the  event  of  the  said  duty  on  coals 
not  being  adequate  to  repay  the  said  several  sums  and  interest  ?"  The  opinion 
of  the  Recorder  is,  "  I  am  of  opinion  that,  though  the  sums  raised  are  specific 
cally  charged  on  the  coal  duty,  yet,  in  case  of  the  insufficiency  of  that  fund, 
the  other  property  and  revenues  of  the  corporation  would,  subject  to  any  pre- 
ceding  charges,  become  liable  for  the  amount  remaining  due.'* 

902.  Then  that  bears  out  what  we  find  in  question  559;  "Then,  in  fact, 
supposing  Parliament  were  to  make  an  alteration  with  regard  to  this  4  d.  duty, 
there  is  the  collateral  security  of  the  corporation  seal  as  a  security  to  those 
who  advanced  money ;"  is  that  so  ? — That  is  so,  according  to  that  opinion. 

903.  On  the  first  day  there  was  a  question  asked  as  to  whether  there  was 
any  bond  given  at  the  same  time  by  the  corporation  to  the  persons  of  whom 
you  borrowed  money,  and  the  answer  was,  that  such  a  form  as  you  gave  them 
could  be  produced  before  the  Committee;  is  that  so? — Yes;  but  it  was 
thought  afterwards  that  we  could  not  properly  produce  those  bonds  without 
having  the  consent  of  the  mortgagees  for  that  purpose,  and  the  opinion  which 
I  have  handed  in,  I  think,  must  give  every  information  to  the  Committee. 

John  Marchant,  Esq.,  called  in ;  and  Examined. 

ijtttrchant,  Esq.      9^4-  Chairman.^  WHAT  are  you  ? — I  am  Clerk  to  the  Trustees  of  the  River 
m  Lea  Navigation. 

905.  Tlie  Committee  is  anxious  to  ascertain  the  facts  of  the  case  with  refer- 
ence to  some  evidence  given  on  the  last  meeting  with  regard  to  the  town  of 
Hertford ;  can  you  give  any  information  respecting  the  drawback  having  been 
in  any  way  promised,  or  held  out  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Hertford  ? — 
I  believe  I  can.  Very  shortly  after  the  passing  of  the  Act  of  1851, 1  received  an 
official  communication  from  the  town  clerk  of  London,  calling  upon  me,  on 
behalf  of  the  trustees  of  the  River  Lea,  to  appoint  an  engineer  or  surveyor  to 
meet  the  City  architect  for  the  purpose  of  fixing  a  point  upon  the  navigation  at 
which  the  boundary  stone  should  be  placed.  I  believe  it  has  reference  to  the 
17th  section  of  the  Act.  This  is  the  communication  that  I  received :  "  Guild- 
hall, September  6th,  1851.  Sir,  In  pursuance  of  the  provisions  of  the  Act  of 
Parliament  recently  passed  relative  to  the  coal  duties,  I  am  instructed  by  the 
coal  and  com  and  finance  committee  of  the  corporation  of  London,  to  request 
that  you  will  be  good  enough  to  take  measures  for  the  appointment,  at  as  early 
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Ti  period  as  possible,  of  an  engineer  or  surveyor  to  communicate  with  Mr.  Bun-  /•  JUarchant,  E»q. 
ning,  the  City's  architect,  so  that  the  point  on  the  Lea  navigation  may  be  ' 
determined  which  shall  be  the  boundary,  under  the  terms  of  the  Act,  of  the  ^^  ^'V  ^*53» 
London  district  with  reference  to  such  river.  I  am,  Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 
H.  A.  Alerewether.*'  1  also  received  a  communication,  dated  the  15th  Septem- 
ber 1851,  from  the  town  clerk,  which  I  will  read :  "  In  pursuance  of  the  provi- 
sions of  the  late  Act  of  Parliament  relative  to  the  coal  duties,  I  am  directed  by 
the  coal  and  com  and  finance  committee  to  request  that  you  will  be  good 
^enough  to  arrange  that  some  lock-keeper  on  the  river  Lea  navigation  may  be 
duly  instructed  to  make  the  returns  required  by  the  said  Act,  to  the  clerk  and 
registrar  of  the  Coal  Market,  to  whom,  if  you  please,  it  will  be  desirable  to  com- 
municate the  arrangement  made  as  soon  as  possible,  in  order  that  everything 
may  be  prepared  when  the  Act  comes  into  operation  on  the  1  st  October  next." 
The  trustees,  at  their  meeting  on  the  20th  September,  which  was  the  first 
meeting!  after  receiving  that  letter,  came  to  this  resolution :  '*  Resolved,  that 
Nathaniel  Beardmore  be,  and  he  is  hereby  appointed  engineer  on  behalf  of  the 
4rust,  to  agree  and  determine,  in  conjunction  with  the  engineer  or  surveyor 
appointed  by  the  mayor,  aldermen,  and  commons  of  the  city  of  London, 
the  point  on  the  River  Lea  navigation,  which  shall  be  distant  20  miles  from 
the  General  Post  Office,  in  compliance  with  the  1 7th  section  of  the  Coal  Duties 
Act,  14  &  15  Vict.,  and  that  John  Glass  be  instructed  to  make  the  re- 
turns required  by  the  said  Act  to  the  clerk  and  registrar  of  the  Coal 
Market.*'  I  sent  this  resolution  to  the  town  clerk,  and  I  instructed  Mr. 
Beardmore,  in  conjunction  with  Mr.  Bunning,  the  City  architect,  to  meet, 
and  fix  upon  the  spot  which  should  be  considered  as  the  London  district.  Mr. 
Beardmore  reported  to  me  afterwards  that  he  had  met  Mr.  Bunning,  and  agreed 
with  him  that  tiie  stone  should  be  placed  on  the  navigation  parallel  with  the 
stone  which  was  then  existing  on  the  Eastern  Counties  Railway,  near  Brox- 
boume  station.  I  heard  nothing  more  on  the  subject  for  some  considerable 
period,  until  I  saw  some  work  going  on,  a  stone  being  put  up  on  the  Eastern 
Counties  Railway,  between  Stansted  and  Ware.  I  may  state,  also,  that  there 
was  a  stone  put  on  the  navigation  parallel  with  that  one.  I  wrote  to  the  town 
t^lerk  of  London,  protesting  against  the  stone  being  placed  at  that  spot,  as  it 
was  not  the  point  which  had  been  fixed  upon  by  the  engineers,  and  protesting 
against  any  additional  stone  being  placed,  as  I  understood  they  were  about  to  put 
one  between  Ware  and  Hertford.  There  has  been  no  additional  stone  placed  be- 
tween Ware  and  Hertford.  Shortly  after  this  correspondence  with  the  town  clerk 
of  London,  I  called  the  attention  of  the  Members  for  the  borough  of  Hertford,  who 
were  then  the  Honourable  William  Cowper  and  Lord  Mahon,  to  the  subject.  A 
public  meeting  was  held  in  the  town  of  Hertford  on  the  subject  of  these  duties,  as 
the  inhabitants  fancied  they  were  not  getting  the  advantages  which  the  Coal 
Act  of  185 1  proposed  to  give  them,  and  a  deputation  was  appointed  from  that 
public  meeting  to  meet  the  com  and  coal  committee  of  London.  I  was  one  of 
that  deputation,  and  we  met  the  com  and  coal  committee  at  Guildhall.  Some 
discussion  took  place  upon  that  meeting  with  the  com  and  coal  committee,  and 
we  were  referred  to  Lord  John  Manners,  who  was  then  the  Chief  Commissioner  of 
the  Board  of  Works.  It  was  represented  to  us  upon  that  occasion  that  the  city 
had  only  /^ths  of  the  13  d.  duty,  the  Government  having  the  right  of  disposal  of 
the  other  fjths.  An  appointment  was  made  with  Lord  John  Manners ;  Lord 
Mahon,  Mr.  Cowper  and  myself  appeared  on  behalf  of  the  town  of  Hertford  ;  Mr. 
Tyrrell,  City  Remembrancer,  and  a  gentleman  of  the  name  of  Scott  attended  also. 
Mr.  Phillips,  who  was  the  officer  of  the  Board  of  Works,  was  also  there.  A  great 
deal  of  discussion  took  place  upon  that  occasion.  It  was  at  last  agreed  that  the 
second  boundary  stone  should  not  be  placed  as  between  Hertford  and  Ware,  and 
that  the  drawback  should  be  allowed  on  all  coals  which  passed  beyond  the  first 
stone  that  had  been  fixed  between  Ware  and  Stansted.  It  was  agreed  that  a 
memorandum  should  be  drawn  up  either  by  Mr.  Phillips,  Mr.  Tyrrell,  or  my- 
self, and  approved  by  all  three,  to  carry  out  this  arrangement.  The  subject  was 
ver}'  fully  discussed  then.  I  raised  a  point  of  law  on  the  subject.  I  contended 
that  the  town  of  Hertford  was  not  really  liable  to  the  duty  ;  but,  however,  it 
was  all  waived,  and  the  result  of  the  agreement  was,  in  point  of  fact,  that  the 
town  of  Hertford  should  receive  the  advantages  of  this  drawback.  Some  time 
after  this  meeting  Lord  Mahon  and  Mr.  Cowper  also  announced  to  their 
xjonstituents  the  result  of  this  interview  with  Lord  John  Manners.  There 
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J.  Marehant,  Esq.  were  very  great  rejoicings  in  the  town  of  Hertford  at  the  prospect  of  their 
■  getting  rid  of  this  tax.  But,  however,  not  having  received,  either  from  Mr. 
36  May  1853,  Tyrrell  or  Mr.  Phillips,  the  memorandum  which  it  was  understood  was  to  be 
prepared  and  approved  of  by  all  three  parties,  I  called  upon  Mr.  Tyrrell  and 
also  upon  Mr.  Phillips,  and  1  was  then  informed  that  some  difference  of  opinion 
had  been  expressed  by  the  corn  and  coal  committee  of  the  city,  as  to  the  possi- 
bility of  their  allowing  this  drawback ;  and,  after  calling  several  times,  I  was 
informed  that  the  City  authorities  found  they  could  not  allow  the  drawback, 
without  the  authority  of  an  Act  of  Parliament.  We  were  about  to  apply  to 
Parliament  then  for  an  Act  for  the  improvement  of  the  navigation  of  the  River 
Lea.  I  told  Lord  John  Manners  what  our  intention  was,  and  1  suggested  the 
propriety  of  inserting  a  clause  in  our  new  Bill,  giving  to  Hertford  the  benefit  of 
this  drawback,  in  order  to  remove  the  difficulty  which  the  City  seemed  to  have 
as  to  the  authority  of  an  Act  of  Parliament.  Lord  John  Manners  concurred  in 
that  suggestion.  I  also  saw  Mr.  Tyrrell  on  the  subject.  I  thought  it  was  desi- 
rable that  we  should  take  such  a  course.  I  showed  them  the  notice  that  I 
proposed  to  give  of  our  intention  to  apply  to  Parliament,  and  the  paragraph  in 
the  notice  was  approved  of.  When  the  time  came  for  preparing  the  BUI,  I  had 
the  clause  drawn  to  carry  out  the  object.  I  submitted  that  clause  to  Lord  John 
Manners  personally.  Lord  John  Manners  told  me  that  he  approved  of  it,  and 
would  support  it  in  his  place  in  Parliament.  Matters  went  on  so  without  any 
further  notice  being  taken,  until  the  time  for  petitioning  against  the  Bill.  Then 
I  found  the  City  had  put  in  a  petition  against  our  Bill,  as  intending  to  appear 
upon  it,  requiring  the  clause  to  be  struck  out.  1  saw  Mr.  Tyrrell  upon  it,  and 
I  told  him  I  thought  the  City  were  acting  rather  unfairly  towards  us,  having 
agreed  at  the  meeting  with  Lord  John  Manners  to  allow  the  drawback,  and  then 
that  they  should  take  these  steps  to  prevent  the  town  having  the  benefit  of  it. 
Some  time  after  that  I  received  a  letter  from  the  Solicitor  to  the  Treasury,  re- 
qiriring,  on  behalf  of  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury,  that  the  clause  should  be  taken 
out  of  the  Bill,  inasmuch  as  it  endangered  the  security  of  the  Government  upon 
the  coal  duties.  Acting  under  this  pressure,  and  consulting  with  Mr.  Cowper,  who 
is  also  one  of  the  trustees  of  the  River  Lea,  as  well  as  Member  for  the  borough  of 
Hertford,  it  was  determined  then  to  seek  an  interview  with  Sir  William  Moles- 
worth,  who  now  fills  the  place  which  Lord  John  Manners  did  at  the  time  I  am 
speaking  of.  We  waited  upon  Sir  William  Molesworth,  and  pressed  upon  his 
attention  the  equities  of  the  subject ;  Sir  William  Molesworth  stated  that  he 
was  acting,  under  the  orders  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  and  he 
referred  us  to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  I  believe  an  attempt  was 
made  to  get  an  interview  with  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  but  I  never  saw 
him.  I  furnished  a  statement  to  Mr.  Cowper,  who  I  believe  communicated  with 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  on  the  subject ;  that  is  all  I  know,  so  far  as 
that  subject  goes. 

906.  Have  you  a  copy  of  the  original  Bill  ? — Yes  ;  I  was  just  going  into  that. 
During  the  passage  of  the  Bill  through  Parliament  in  1851,  after  it  had  under- 
gone 1  may  say  the  final  stroke  of  the  City  authorities,  I  was  furnished  by 
Mr.  Tyrrell  with  a  copy  of  the  Bill  as  it  was  before  the  Committee ;  that  copy 
I  now  hold  in  my  hand.  There  is  this  in  the  interpretation  clause,  with  respect 
to  the  London  district,  "  the  expression  ^  London  district,'  shall  mean  so  much 
of  the  several  counties  of  Middlesex,  Surrey,  Kent,  Essex,  Herts,  Bucks  and 
Berks,  as  shall  be  situate  within  the  distance  of  20  miles  from  the  General 
Post  Office,  and  shall  include  the  cities  of  London  and  Westminster ;  *' 
there  are  no  words  "  in  a  direct  line  "  there.  I  was  in  and  out  of  the  Com- 
mittee-room during  the  inquiry  before  the  Committee.  I  was  not  informed  at 
all  of  any  such  alteration  being  intended  to  be  made.  I  did  not  see  anything 
of  it,  until  the  Bill  had  received  the  Royal  Assent.  Then  upon  being  furnished 
with  a  copy,  I  found  that  those  words  were  inserted  in  that  very  clause,  with- 
out any  notice  at  all  to  us. 

907.  By  ^'us,"  do  you  mean  the  trustees  of  the  River  Lea? — Yes,  I  was 
attending  on  their  behalf.  There  are  many  clauses  in  the  Act,  referring  to  all 
canals,  railways,  and  so  on,  and  the  City,  as  I  said  before,  under  the  17th  section, 
called  upon  me  officially  to  make  certain  appointments,  therefore  they  re- 
cognised us  as  having  an  interest  in  the  discussion. 

908.  Are  you  aw^are  whether  any  notice  was  sent  to  the  chief  magistrate  of 
Hertford? — Certainly  not ;  I  have  had  communication  with  the  chief  magis- 
trate 
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trate  and  all  the  authorities  of  the  town  of  Hertford^  and  they  told  me  they  /.  Marchatu,  Esq. 

knew  nothing  ahout  it.     I  was  going  on  to  state,  that  the  eft'ect  ot  those  words      

has  been  rei\lly  to  move  the  boundary  stone  on  the  railway  near  the  Broxbourne      ^6  NJay  1853. 
station  to  very  near  Hertford. 

909.  Mr.  /v.  Miles.]  A  distance  of  how  many  miles  ? — Nearly  seven  miles. 

910.  Extending  the  limits  for  that  distance? — Extending  the  limits  by  the 
navigation  and  railway  certainly  over  six  miles. 

911.  Ckaif^nuni.]  Is  the  effect  of  that  removal  to  catch  coals  coDjing  from 
Lynn  or  Peterborough  via  Stortford  ?— Yes,  it  catches  all  those  ;  it  catches  all 
coals  coming  to  Hertford  now,  which  it  did  not  before,  and  Stansted,  and  part 
of  the  River  Stort,  Roydon,  and  other  places  are  all  caught  by  these  words. 

912.  Evidence  has  been  given  as  to  the  drawback  under  that  Act,  and  the 
City  claim  to  have  exempted  a  lai^e  quantity  of  coals  going  beyond  Hoddesdon 
into  Essex  from  paying  duly,  and  that  consequently  the  consumption  of  coals 
has  actually  been  increased  owing  to  that  Act ;  can  you  give  any  information  on 
that  point? — I  have  no  doubt  the  consumption  at  Hertford  and  the  trade  of  Hert- 
ford would  be  very  materially  increased,  if  they  could  get  the  benefit  of  this 
drawback.  Their  not  doing  so  has  proved  very  pr^udicial  to  the  interest  of 
the  trade  of  Hertford.  Ware,  which  is  two  miles  nearer  London,  is  a  place  to 
which  coal  can  be  transmitted  from  London ;  Hertford  is  not  now  allowed  the 
drawback,  and  Ware  is. 

913.  Being  two  miles  nearer,  the  expense  of  carriage  by  the  rail  is  so 
much  less?— Yes.  But  there  is  this,  that  Ware  has  the  advantage  of  the 
shilling  drawback  ;  it  has  both  advantages. 

914.  Both  the  advantage  of  being  nearer,  and,  therefore,  the  carriage  being 
less,  and  also  the  advantage  of  getting  the  drawback  on  the  coals  ? — Certainly. 

915.  Whereas  to  Hertford  there  is  the  extra  carriage  of  the  coal  by  rail,  and 
no  drawback  allowed  ? — Precisely  so,  and  that  operates  very  injuriously  indeed. 
There  is  a  great  deal  of  com  comes  into  Hertford,  and  Ware  also,  to  the 
different  malt-factors  and  corn-dealers.  It  has  generally  been  the  custom  for 
the  parties  sending  corn  to  take  back  coals  for  their  consumption,  and  parties 
instead  of  coming  to  Hertford  now  really  go  to  Ware. 

916.  ITien,  with  reference  to  the  insertion  of  the  words,  "  in  a  direct  line/' 
after  you  had  had  this  agreement,  as  it  were,  with  the  Corporation,  or  their 
officers,  you  conceive  that  it  was  the  Treasury  who  insisted  on  the  insertion 
of  those  words  ? — We  had  had  no  interviews  with  the  City  or  the  Treasury 
upon  the  subject  of  the  drawback  previous  to  this  Act  of  1851.  The  words 
'*  in  a  direct  line,*^  in  the  interpretation  clause,  have  just  had  this  effect.  The 
London  district  was  considered,  and,  in  fact,  was  between  Hoddesdon  and  * 
Broxbourne.  If  the  clause  had  been  left  as  it  was  originally  printed,  that 
district  would  have  been  continued  where  it  was ;  but  putting  in  the  words,  "  in 
a  direct  line,"  has  really  enabled  them  to  alter  the  position  of  what  was  the 
boundary  previously.  I  hardly  know  how  that  is  to  be  got  rid  of  by  a  few 
words  forced  into  an  interpretation  clause,  because  the  boundary  stone  that  was 
placed  near  Broxbourne  station,  was  set  down  by  the  authority  of  an  Act  oF 
Parliament.     There  is  no  question  about  that  part  of  the  subject. 

917.  Which  Act  is  that?— That  is  the  Act  of  the  6th  &  7th  Will.  4,  c.  103, 
the  Northern  and  Eastern  Railway  Act,  the  original  Act  which  allowed  the 
railway  to  be  made  from  London  to  Cambridge.  Previously  to  that  time  the 
city  of  London  would  not  be  entitled  to  any  duties  on  coals  brought  inland  by 
the  railway;  but  ti.ere  was  a  clause  inserted  in  that  Bill,  clause  206,  which 
directs  that  on  the  coals  brought  "  nearer  to  London  than  a  stone  to  be  placed 
in  the  hamlet  of  Hoddesdon,  in  the  parish  of  Broxbourne,  in  the  county  of 
Herts,"  the  same  duty  shall  be  payable.  That  stone  was  fixed,  I  presume,  very 
shortly  after  the  passing  of  this  Act,  and  there  it  was  up  to  the  time  of  the 
passing  of  the  Act  of  1851,  when  Mr.  Beardmore  and  the  City  architect  asfreed 
to  put  a  parallel  stone  on  the  navigation.  With  respect  to  the  placing  oJF  the 
stone,  I  contend  that  by  the  1 7th  section,  wherever  those  engineers  fixed  the 
stone,  that  that  was  to  all  intents  and  purposes  to  be  considered,  and,  in  fact, 
was,  the  boundary  of  the  district.  1  will  just  read  the  words  on  which  I  found 
that  opinion :  "  That  every  company  or  person  being  the  owner  or  proprietor, 
lessee  or  occupier  of  any  canal,  inland  navigation,  or  railway,  any  portion 
whereof  may  be  within  the  London  district,  shall,  within  30  days  after  having 
been  required  so  to  do  by  the  mayor,  aldermen,  and  commons,  appoint  some 
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J.  MarekoHty  Esq.   engineer  or  surveyor  to  agree  and  determine,  in  conjunction  with  an  engineer 

or  surveyor  to  be  appointed  by  the  mayor,  aldermen,  and  commons,  the  point 

«6  May  1853.  ^^  g^^^J  canal,  inland  navigation,  or  railway  which  shall  be  distant  20  miles 
from  the  General  Post  Office ;  and  in  case  such  two  engineers  or  surveyors^ 
shall  be  unable  to  agree  as  to  the  situation  of  such  point,  they  shall  appoint 
some  other  engineer  or  sui-veyor  as  arbitrator  to  determine  the  situation 
thereof;  and  when  and  so  soon  as  such  point  shall  have  been  so  determined, 
the  mayor,  aldermen,  and  commons  shall,  at  their  own  expense,  place  or  erect 
at  such  point  a  boundary  stone,  or  some  other  permanent  mark ;  and  such 
boundar)^  stone,  or  other  mark,  when  so  placed  or  erected  as  aforesaid,  shall  for 
ever  thereafter,  and  for  all  intents  and  purposes  whatsoever,  be  deemed  and 
taken  to  be  correctly  placed  or  erected  at  the  distance  of  20  miles  from  the 
General  Post  Office,  and  shall  be  and  be  deemed  to  be  the  commencement  or 

*  termination,  as  the  case  may  be,  of  the  London  district  with  reference  to  such 

canal,  inland  navigation,  or  railway/'  Therefore  I  say,  that  as  they  have  put 
down  the  stone  under  the  authority  of  that  Act  of  Parliament,  they  have  no 
power  to  alter  it  afterwards,  as  they  have  done. 

91 8.  So  catching  a  large  quantity  of  coals,  as  you  have  stated,  coming  inland  ? 
— Yes. 

919.  As  regards  the  town  of  Hertford,  after  the  communication  you  had 
wifii  Lord  John  Manners,  who  was  then  at  the  head  of  the  Board  of  Works, 
there  was  no  further  difficulty  in  the  town  of  Hertford  being  allowed  the  draw- 
back, the  City  consenting  to  give  it  ? — Certainly. 

920.  When  was  this  done? — ^The  meeting  took  place  on  the  18th  June  last 
year. 

921.  Was  this  alteration  made  since  Sir  William  Molesworth  came  into 
office  ? — Yes.  It  was  a  few  days  after  the  agreement  of  the  18th  of  June,  as 
I  call  it,  with  Lord  John  Manners  and  the  City,  that  it  was  intimated  to  us 
that  there  was  a  diflference  in  the  com,  coal,  and  finance  committee  as  to  the 
possibility  of  their  allowing  this  drawback  without  the  authority  of  an  Act  of 
Parliament.  Then  I  sought  to  remove  that  difficulty  by  an  enactment  in  the 
River  Lea  Act,  and  that  clause  was  put  in,  I  state  without  any  fear  of  contra- 
diction, with  the  full  concurrence  and  sanction  of  Lord  John  Manners  and  the 
City.  I  showed  it  to  Lord  John  Manners  himself,  and  he  approved  of  it.  I  did 
not  show  it  to  Mr.  Tyrrell  till  after  it  was  put  in  the  Bill. 

922.  When  you  showed  it  to  Mr.  Tyrrell,  did  he  make  any  objection  ? — No. 

923.  Mr.  fV.  Miles.']  Has  that  Bill  passed  into  an  Act  ?— No. 

924.  What  state  is  it  in  ? — The  Bill  we  have  withdrawn  for  other  purposes  ^ 
but  we  withdrew  that  clause  under  the  pressure  of  the  City  petition  and  the 
letter  from  the  Treasury. 

925.  Mr.  MastermanJ]  Are  you  aware  of  any  opinion  being  taken  from  the 
Attorney  and  Solicitor-general  regarding  the  interpretation  of  the  words, 
"  twenty  miles  from  the  General  Post  Office "?— I  have  heard  that,  at  the 
interview  we  had  with  Sir  William  Molesworth,  the  opinion  of  the  Attorney 
and  Solicitor-general  was  placed  in  his  hands,  wherein  the  Attorney  and  Soli- 
citor-general are  said  to  have  given  their  opinion  that  the  London  district 
should  be  measured  in  a  direct  line  ;  but  I  think  that  the  Attorney  and  Soli- 
citor-general's attention  could  not  have  been  called  to  this  Act  of  the  Northern 
and  Eastern  Railway,  or  else  they  would  not  have  given  such  an  opinion  as 
that. 

926.  As  a  professional  man,  what  would  be  your  interpretation  of  those 
words,  "twenty  miles  from  the  General  Post  Office"? — It  would  probably  be 
the  correct  one,  in  a  direct  line,  unless  it  were  expressed  in  an  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment, and  a  thing  done  in  pursuance  of  that  Act  of  Parliament ;  but  I  maintain 
that  this  Act  of  Parliament  fixed  the  place.  The  stone  being  down  there  from 
the  year  1836  to  1851,  a  period  of  nearly  20  years,  is  pretty  good  evidence  of 
what  the  opinion  of  the  City  was  upon  the  subject. 

927.  Chamnan?^  Can  you  inform  the  Committee  whether  any  other  stone 
has  been  erected  under  that  Act  in  your  district  ? —  Not  in  our  district. 

928.  You  are  not  aware  of  one  at  Grove  Park?  — I  do  not  know  whether 
there  is  one  at  Grove  Park.  It  is  mentioned  in  their  Act  of  Parliament 
It  is  in  this  Act :  *^  And  whereas  the  mayor  and  commonalty,  and  citizens  of 
the  City  of  London  are  entitled  to  certain  duties  on  coal,  culm  and  cinders  im- 
ported into  the  port  of  London,  or  brought  by  the  Grand  Junction  or  Paddington 

Canals^ 
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Canals  nearer  to  London  than  the  stone  or  post  at  or  near  the  north-east  point  j.  Marckoitt.  Esq. 
in  Grove  Park,  in  the  county  of  Hertford/*  .- 

929.  Is  that  the  same  section  ? — Yes,  the  206th.  26  May  1853. 

930.  Mr.  Masterman.']  Are  you  aware  that  that  Act  was  repealed,  which 
rehtes  to  conveyance  by  railroad  ? — I  am  not  at  all  aware  of  it. 

931.  Not  in  the  year  1845  ? — I  believe  not ;  I  am  not  aware  of  it.  I  should 
state,  notwithstanding  that  Act  of  1845  is  said  to  repeal  this,  that  the  City 
acted  upon  this  down  to  the  year  1851  ;  the  stone  was  always  there  down  to  the 
latter  end  of  1851. 

932.  Mr.  Headlamp  Does  that  subsequent  Act  repeal  the  former  one  in 
terms  ?— ^No,  for  it  has  no  reference  to  it  at  all ;  nor  do  I  think  it  can  repeal  it. 
This  is  an  Act  of  Parliament  giving  the  City  rights  which  they  had  not  before 
the  passing  of  it,  and  surely  they  cannot  by  another  Act  of  Parliament  extend 
those  rights  to  another  district,  without  giving  notice  to  the  parties  whom  they 
are  going  to  tax.  Surely  they  cannot  extend  by  means  of  a  general  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment the  district  which  is  pointed  out  in  a  specific  private  Act,  and  take  for  the 
first  time  a  very  large  additional  area  into  it,  which  they  never  had  before. 

933.  If  an  Act  of  Parliament  has  done  it,  want  of  notice  would  be  no  objec- 
tion to  an  Act  of  Parliament  ? — I  can  only  suppose  that  the  City  were  alive  to 
their  interest  at  the  time  the  Act  of  1845  passed ;  and  if  they  calculated  that 
that  that  Act  extended  the  district,  I  should  have  thought  they  would  have 
acted  on  it  immediately,  whereas  they  take  from  1845  to  do  it. 

934.  Chairman.']  That  being  a  Railway  Act  ? — Yes. 

935.  Inland  coals  then  being  brought  in  for  the  fii-st  time  by  rail  ? — ^Yes. 

^^&.  Mr.  Masterman.']  Are  you  aware  that  the  Eastern  Counties  Line  paid' 
the  duties  when  the  stone  was  placed  at  Broxboume  ? — I  do  not  know  whether 
they  did  or  did  not ;  I  know  nothing  of  their  concerns.     That  was  the  stone 
that  was  placed  down  as  fixing  the  boundary  line  where  the  duties  were  payable, 
and  so  named  by  the  Act  of  Parliament. 

937.  Chairman.^  You  are  not  aware  whether  the  Eastern  Counties  Railway, 
in  getting  their  Act,  would  be  very  anxious  to  be  on  good  terms  with  the  City, 
and  therefore  would  agree  to  almost  anything  ? — That  is  most  likely.  Even 
supposing  I  am  entirely  wrong  on  the  legal  part  of  the  question,  I  think  the 
town  of  Hertford  has  a  great  right  to  complain  upon  the  equitable  point  of  the 
breaking  of  the  agreement,  which  certainly  was  made  without  any  reservation 
whatever. 

938.  And  was  so  understood  by  the  Members  for  Hertford  ? — ^Most  unques- 
tionably so.   I  think  upon  that  ground  they  have  a  very  great  right  to  complain. 

Edward  Tyrrell^  Esq.,  called  in ;  and  further  Examined, 

939.  Chairman.']  DO  you  wish  to  give  any  evidence  in  reference  to  what    £.  Tifrrdl,  Esq, 

Mr.  Marchant  has  stated  ? — Yes.     In  the  first  place,  with  regard  to  the  pass-       ^ 

ingof  the  Act  of  1851,  the  regular  notices  were  published  in  all  the  newspapers 

of  the  counties  to  which  they  relate,  and,  among  others  in  the  Hertford  newpapers. 
I  have  got  the  form  here,  which  I  will  read  ;  it  is  as  follows  : — "  Coal  Duties, 
London  and  Westminster,  and  adjacent  counties.  Regulating  and  enforcing  the 
collection,  payment,  and  recovery  of  duties  on  cods  under  the  8  &  9  Vict, 
c.  101,  allowance  or  drawback^  on  certain  coals,  cinders,  and  culm.  Amend- 
ment of  Acts.  Notice  is  hereby  given,  that  application  is  intended  to  be 
made  to  Parliament,  in  the  next  Session,  for  an  Act  for  regulating  and 
enforcing  the  collection,  payment,  and  recovery  of  the  duties  on  all  coals, 
culm,  and  cinders  imported  or  brought  into  the  port  of  London,  or  brought 
within  the  distance  of  20  miles  firom  the  General  Post  Office  in  the  city  of 
London  by  railway  or  inland  navigation,  or  by  any  other  mode  of  conveyance. 
And  it  is  intended  by  the  said  Act  to  authorise  the  allowauce  of  a  drawback 
upon  coals,  culm,  and  cinders  brought  into  or  passing  upon  the  River  Thames, 
or  brought  by  raUway  or  inland  navigation,  or  any  other  mode  of  conveyance, 
and  conveyed  beyond  a  certain  distance  from  the  General  Post  Office  in  the 
city  of  London ;  and  also  to  authorise  the  allowance  of  a  drawback  on  a  limited 
quantity  of  coals  brought  within  the  distance  of  20  miles  from  the  General 
Fost  Office  in  the  city  of  London,  and  used  for  the  engines  of  railway  com- 
panies. And  notice  is  hereby  also  given,  that  it  is  intended  by  the  said  Act  to 
0.49.  L  repeal. 
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X.  T^rrtU,  Esq.  repeal^  alter,  and  amend,  so  far  as  may^  be  necessary  for  the  several  purposes 
aforesaid,  the  provisions  of  the  several  Acts  of  Parliament  following,  or  some 

%6  May  iS63.  of  them ;  (that  is  to  say,)  1  &  2  WiU.  4,  c.  70,  1  &  2  Vict.  c.  101,  8  &  9  Vict, 
c  101.  Aski,  it  is  sdso  intended  by  the  said  Act  to  authorize  the  levying  of 
tolls,  rates,  and  duties,  and  to  alter  existing  tolls,  rates,  and  duties,  and  tx> 
ocMifer,  vary,  and  extinguish  exemptions  from  payment  of  tolls,  rates,  and 
duties.  Dated  the  6th  day  of  November  1860.  Edward  Ikfrrnil^  Gty  Remem- 
braiiicer.''  That  was  published  in  all  the  newspapers,  and  three  times  in  (me 
of  the  Hertford  newspapers. 

940.  At  the  time  of  the  passing  of  which  Act? — The  last  Act.  My  commu- 
nication with  Mr.  Marchant  was  very  limited.  He  is  in  error  when  he  says 
that  he  apjdied  to  me  for  a  copy  of  the  Bill  as  it  went  into  Committee ;  he 
applied  to  me  very  much  earUer  for  it,  on  the  19th  of  February ;  I  have  got 
Ids  application,  which  is  as  follows  :  ^^  My  attention  has  just  been  called  to  the 
Coal  Duties  (London  and  Westminster  and  adjacent  Counties)  Bill  now  before 
Parliament,  as  in  some  measure  affecting  the  interests  of  the  Lea  navigaition. 
Will  you  do  me  the  favour  to  send  me,  per  post  this  evening,  to  Ware,  a  print 
of  your  Bill."  That  was  at  tiie  time  that  the  BiU  was  first  brought  in,  and 
wa&  not  at  the  time  of  its  going  into  Committee.  If  he  had  asked  me  for  a 
copy  of  the  amended  Bill  he  would  certainly  have  had  it ;  and  if  he  was  desired 
to  look  after  the  interest  of  the  town  of  Hertford  on  this  Bill,  he  had  every 
opportunity,  which  Parliament  very  wisely  gives  for  that  purpose.  In  the  first 
place,  before  the  Committee  there  is  a  copy  of  the  Bill  deposited  with  all  the 
amendments ;  in  the  second  place,  it  was  an  opposed  Bill,  and  six  or  seven 
days  in  Committee.  Mr.  Marchant  might  have  been  there,  but  I  did  not 
observe  him  there  when  the  Bill  passed.  A  copy,  with  all  the  amendments,  is 
deposited  in  the  Private  Bill  Office  ;  the  Bill  is  printed  as  amended ;  and,  again, 
in  the  House  of  Lords,  it  is  reprinted :  therefore,  if  there  was  any  particular 
appointment  of  Mr.  Marchant  to  look  after  the  interest  of  the  town  of 
Hertford  on  that  occasion,  I  would  only  submit  he  had  every  opportunity  of  so 
doing. 

941.  Mr.  IV.  Miles. "]  Was  the  clause  upon  which  there  has  been  so  much 
discussion  altered  by  the  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  r — Yes. 

942.  Chairman.^  It  was  only  just  at  the  last  moment  that  those  words  were 
inserted  ? — It  was  before  the  Committee  assembled ;  those  words  were  insertied 
in  the  deposited  Bill  in  the  Private  Bill  Office  before  the  Committee  assembled 
at  all. 

943.  Was  there  any  discussion  in  the  Committee  as  tt)  the  meaning  of  the 
words  "  direct  line'*  at  that  time  ? — I  do  not  know  that  there  was,  but  every 
word  was  very  keenly  looked  after.  There  were  five  railway  companies 
opposing  the  Bill,  besides  other  parties,  and  therefore  eva:*y  word  of  the  Bill 
was  carefully  scanned  and  looked  at. 

944.  Mr.  W.  Miles.']  Is  the  Committee  to  understand  that  the  words  as  they 
now  stand  in  the  Act  were  altered  before  it  went  into  Committee ;  that  it  was 
an  opposed  Bill,  and  discussed  clause  by  clause  ? — Certainly. 

945.  There  appears  to  have  been  an  understanding  that  the  town  of  Hertford 
was  to  receive  the  drawback  ?— I  will  exactly  explain  what  took  place  :  After  the 
Act  passed,  the  town  of  Hertford  applied  to  confer  with  the  coal  and  com 
committee  upon  the  subject  of  the  cosd  duties,  and  Mr.  Marchant  made  before 
that  committee  the  same  statement  that  he  has  done  to-day ;  that  these  words 
were  put  in  without  his  observing  tiiem,  and  that  they  had  the  effect  of  extending 
the  c<wd  duties.  He  was  answered  then,  that  the  words  did  not  at  all  extend  the 
coal  duties,  and  the  committee  informed  the  deputation  that  as  Government  weite 
concerned  in  ^  of  the  whole  duties,  they  could  give  no  answer  to  the  application 
until  theyconferred  with  them.  Immediate  appUcatidn  was  made  to  Lord  Seymoui^ 
who  was  then  the  Chief  Commissioner  of  Her  Majesty's  Woods,  and  there  were 
continued  communications  with  Lord  Seymour  up  to  the  time  of  his  going  out 
of  oflSce.  A  few  days  before  he  left  office  a  communication  was  received  jfrom 
him,  stating  that  he  could  not  agree  to  the  Bill  being  altered  with  respect 
to  Hertford.  After  he  had  gone  out  of  office  Lord  John  Manners  succeeded 
him.  The  Members  fbr  Hertford,  I  beUeve,  made  an  application  to  Lord  Joliti 
Manners,  and  in  consequence  of  their  application  a  conference  took  place  with 
Lord  John  Manners  in  the  way  in  which  Mr.  Marchant  has  stated.  The  codl 
and  com  committee  had  appointed  a  deputation  to  confer  with  Lord  Seymour,  or 

the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


SELECT  COMMITTBE  ON  GOALS  (METROPOLIS).  S3 

tiie  person  wlio  held  the  office  of  Chief  Commissioner  of  the  Board  of  Works^    E.  T^rrM,  Eiq. 
on  that  point.    The  appointment  to  confer  with  Lord  John  Manners  was  cmly  ■ 

made  in  the  afternoon  before  the  o(mference  took  place,  and  in  consequence  ^^  ^V  i^5a« 
1^  committee  w»*e  not  any  of  them  able  to  go.  I  attended  tiEiere  on  thek 
bebalf  with  Mr.  Scott.  The  question  was  Tery  much  gone  rato,  and  it  appeared 
to  be  Lord  John  Manners'  opinicm  that  there  was  somet^m^  peouhar  in  the  posi- 
tion of  Hertford,  namely,  that  the  coals  which  were  suppUed  to  HertfiDrd  ^went 
out  of  the  20  mile  boundary,  botia  by  canal  and  railroad,  and  then  came  in  ag^n. 
it  was  also  very  strongly  urged  that  there  was  grra.t  competing  interests 
between  Hertford  and  Ware,  and  that  it  was  rery  desirable  to  see  if  any- 
tlmig  could  be  done  for  Hertford.  We  told  the  parties  that  we  were  merely 
officers,  but  that  we  believed  if  the  Government  aoceded  to  it,  that  the  corpara- 
tion  would  also  do  so.  Accordii^ly,  we  reported  our  proceedings  to  the  next 
com  and  coal  committee,  and  after  the  thing  had  been  very  mttch  canvassed  the 
coal  and  com  committee  were  of  opinion  that  if  rdief  was  granted  Hertford,  it 
must  also  be  granted  to  St.  Albans,  and  otl^r  places  similarly  circum- 
stanced, and  that  it  could  only  be  done  under  the  authority  of  an  Act  of 
Pariiament.  That  was  communicated  to  Lord  John  Manners,  and  the  whole 
matt»  then  stood  over.  In  the  autumn  of  the  same  year  Mr.  Marchant 
called  on  me,  and  said  it  was  the  anxious  desire  of  the  inhabitants  of  Hertford 
to  pass  such  an  Act,  and  he  would  thank  me  if  1  could  aid  at  all  in  the  matter. 
I  explained  to  him  diat  what  passed  between  him  and  myself  was  merdly  be- 
tween two  professional  gentlemen,  and  that  I  could  not  at  all  take  upon 
myself  to  pledge  the  coal  and  com  ccmomittee  or  the  corporation.  He  t^en 
asked  me  what  I  thought  of  a  special  Act  being  brought  in  to  repeal  the  duties, 
or  whether  a  clause  put  into  the  River  Lea  Bill  would  be  more  likely  to  succeed. 
I  said  my  opinion  was  that  a  Bill  brought  in  for  the  express  purpose,  if  confined 
to  Hertford,  would  have  no  chance  of  succeeding,  but  that  if  a  clause  for 
Hertford  was  introduced  in  the  River  Lea  Bill,  confining  it  merely  to  coals 
brought  on  the  River  Lee,  I  thought  perhaps  there  might  be  some  chance. 
I  again  told  him,  ^  It  is  merely  my  individual  opinion,  and  I  may  be  instructed 
to  of^pose  the  Bill."  Mr.  Marchant  said,  ^^  If  you  are  instoucted  to  oppose  the 
Bill,  I  hope  it  will  only  be  that  clause ;  you  will  not  oppose  the  whole  Bill."* 
I  said,  '^  Certainly  not,  if  I  am  instructed  to  oppose  the  Bill,  it  will  be  as  to 
liiat  dause  only.^'  Soon  after  there  was  a  change  in  the  Goren^nent  again, 
and  Sir  William  Molesworth  eame  into  the  {^aee  of  Lord  John  Manners.  On 
the  assembling  of  Parliiunent,  the  Committee  will  iiecoileet  there  was  a  Bill 
brought  in  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exdiequer,  which  has  entirdy  taken  the 
control  and  management  of  this  fund  from  the  Office  of  Works,  wad  handed 
it  over  to  the  I'iseasury,  the  IVeasury  paying  aS  tibe  sums  raised  on  the  credit 
of  the  Crown  propexty,  and  making  the  oesuiolideted  fund  chaigeable  with  the 
whole  of  the  payments. 

946.  ChMirman.']  Do  you  consider  that  that  Bill  took  away  all  responsibiiity 
from  the  City  ? — ^^I  do  not  oons&der  that  the  City  have  had  any  responsibility. 
I  put  myself  in  communication  with  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  upon 
it,  and  I  found  the  ChanccJUor  of  the  Exchequer  was  adverse  to  the  clause. 
I  informed  the  parties  of  it,  and  that  we  shcHild  also,  consequently,  oppose 
the  clause.  I  saw  Mr.  Marchant  in  the  committee-room,  and  asked  him  if 
he  was  going  to  withdraw  the  dause.  He  said,  "  No,  be  should  bring  the 
B^itter  before  the  Committee."  I  beUere  he  afterwards  received  some  com- 
munication from  the  Chancellor  xrf  the  ExcheqiiiM-,  which  induced  him  to  with- 
draw the  clause. 

947.  What  do  you  say  with  rrference  to  the  evidence  given  by  Mr.  Marchant, 
as  to  the  boundiu*y  stone  having  been  plaoed  five  or  six  miles  beyond  where  it 
originally  stood,  thereby  catching  a  quantity  of  coals  which  came  from  Lynn 
and  Peterborough,  after  tlie  agreement  had  taken  place,  as  to  where  the  stone 
^ould  be  placed  under  that  Act  r — I  am  not  aware  of  any  agreement  having 
be^i  made  as  to  where  the  stone  should  be  placed. 

948.  Was  there  not  an  agreement  at  the  meeting  between  the  surveyor 
appointed  by  the  City  and  the  surveyor  appointed  by  the  railway  company  ?— 
That  would  not  be  in  my  department.  I  am  not  aw,are  of  it.  All  1  can  say 
is,  that  the  stone  as  now  placed  is  placed  under  the  authority  of  the  Act. 

949.  Mr.  Alderman  Cubitt.^  Did  that  clause  which   was  rejected  seek  to 
0.49.  L  2  relieve 
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E.  Tjfrrett,  Esq.    relieve  Hertford  further  than  the  coal  carried  beyond  the  river  Lea  ?— It  is  a 

■  general  clause. 
sC  May  185?.  950.  Chairman.']  Are  you  aware  that  there  is  a  part  of  the  town  of  Hertford 
wluch  has  always  been  supposed  to  be  out  of  the  district,  on  the  Welwyn  side  ? 
— ^The  fact  is,  whether  it  actually  is  or  is  not,  the  clause  that  Mr.  Marchant 
and  myself  talked  about,  was  a  clause  wholly  different  from  the  one  which  is 
printed  in  the  Bill, 

951.  Mr.  Alderman  Cubitt.]  Such  a  clause  as  you  and  Mr.  Marchant  had 
been  talking  of,  had  been  introduced  according  to  the  terms  in  which  you 
advised  that  clause  might  stand? — ^That  would  be  entirely  with  the  Government 
and  with  the  corporation.  It  would  have  to  go  before  them,  and,  of  course^ 
whatever  determination  they  came  to  would  be  acted  upon. 

952,  Mr.  Mar  chant. "]  Mr.  Tyrrell  had  read  a  note  that  I  sent  to  him  in 
February  as  to  the  deUvery  of  the  Bill.  It  is  quite  true  that  was  the  date  at 
which  I  made  the  application.  I  did  not  receive  that  Bill  until  after  the  Com- 
mittee was  sitting  upon  it,  and  the  Bill  which  Mr.  Tyrrell  speaks  of  as  deposited 
in  the  Private  Bill  Office  is  the  ordinary  fiUed-up  Bill.  You  will  observe  the 
Bill  that  I  have  laid  on  the  table  of  this  Committee  is  the  printed  Bill,  as  they 
settled  it  before  they  came  into  the  committee-room.  It  was  delivered  to  me 
after  the  Committee  had  met,  and  I  certainly  had  not  the  slightest  idea  that 
any  such  words  were  intended  to  be  inserted.  You  probably  know  how  Bills 
are  passed  when  they  get  on  to  the  clauses.  Those  who  are  in  the  room  know 
nothing  of  what  is  going  on,  except  those  immediately  round  the  table.  My 
attention  never  was  directed  to  the  point  at  all.  I  received  that  Bill  after  the 
Committee  were  sitting  upon  it. 

Mr.  James  Renat  Scott,  called  in ;  and  further  Examined. 

Mr.  J.  R.  Scott.  953.  Chairman.']  DO  you  wish  to  say  anything  upon  the  evidence  which  Mr. 
Marchant  has  given  ?— It  has  been  stated  by  Mr.  Marchant  that  the  corpora- 
tion have  removed  the  stone  placed  on  the  Eastern  Counties  Railway.  I  would 
beg  to  state  that  the  stone  as  originally  placed,  was  placed  by  the  Railway 
Act,  as  Mr.  Marchant  has  stated.  The  Act  of  1846  repealed  those  Acts  whereby 
stones  were  placed  previously  to  that  year ;  and  amongst  others,  that  on  the 
Eastern  Counties  Railway.  The  present  stone  was  placed  in  the  year  1851,  in 
conformity  with  the  Act  then  passed,  and  which  Act  had  the  effect  of  rendering 
uniform  the  distance  of  20  miles  from  the  General  Post  Office  on  all  railways, 
canals,  and  roads,  where  it  was  desirable  that  stones  should  be  placed.  That 
stone  having  once  been  placed  has  never  been  removed.  Mr.  Marchant  is 
right  in  stating  that  the  Act  enacts  that,  whether  rightly  or  wrongly,  when 
once  placed  it  shall  be  taken  afterwards  to  be  the  accurate  distance  of  20 
miles  from  the  General  Post  Office.  The  stone  in  question  was  placed  by  the 
surveyor  of  the  Eastern  Counties  Railway,  in  conjunction  with  a  surveyor 
appointed  ou  behalf  of  the  corporation.  I  am  not  aware  of  any  difficulty  being 
enteitained  as  to  the  precise  spot. 

954.  Mr.  fV.  Miles.]  Then  what  was  your  reason  for  allowing  the  time  to 
elapse  between  1845  and  1851,  without  replacing  the  stone? — The  Act  of 
1845,  as  I  have  given  in  evidence  before,  conferred  a  title  to  the  payment  of 
duties  on  coals  brought  within  20  miles  of  the  General  Post  Office.  With 
reference  to  the  words  ^*  20  miles  from  the  General  Post  Office,"  I  believe  that 
solicitors  are  agreed  that  where  that  distance  is  not  ascertained  by  specific 
means,  such  as  measurement,  the  construction  would  imply  that  meant  in  a 
direct  line.  The  Act  of  1845  gave  the  corporation  no  authority  to  put  up 
boundary  stones  on  lines  made  previously  to  1845,  or  after  1845,  or,  in  fact, 
to  remove  and  render  uniform  those  that  were  up  at  the  time  of  the  Act 
passing. 

9.55.  Then  the  effect  of  this  was,  that  though  Hertford  might  have  been 
charged  in  1846  with  the  duties,  it  was  not  charged  till  1851  owing  to  some 
laches  in  the  Act?— 1  have  stated  that  in  1846  Hertford,  Bishop  Stortford, 
and  places  as  low  as  Cambridge,  wholly  paid  the  duty  to  the  corporation  of 
London.  Hertford  was  in  fact  in  the  same  position  in  1846  (as  regards  the 
payment  of  duty)  as  it  is  now. 

yfjfi.  Chairman.']    Collaterally,  though? — They  paid  the  duty,  although  it 
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was  done  by  the  purchase  of  coal  m  London.     We  did  not  consider  the  placing    Mr.  J.  R.  Seott. 
the  stone  under  liie  authority  of  an  Act,  a  clause  of  which  referring  to  the       — — 
placing  of   the  stone  has  now  for  some  years  been  repealed,   made  any      ^6  May  1853. 
difference  in  the  right  to  the  toll  to  which  coals  were  liable ;  as  a  proof  of 
which,  the  Great  Northern  Company  paid  us  duty  for  more  than   12  months 
without  any  stone  being  {rfaced,  having  agreed  with  them  as  to  the  station  at 
which  the  coals  were  first  to  be  chained  with  the  duty. 

957.  Did  you  make  that  agreement  with  them  at  the  time  of  their  getting 
the  Act  ? — No  ;  it  was  made  when  the  coal  traffic  first  commenced  ;  that  was 
also  the  case  with  the  North  Kent  line.  Previous  to  1851,  there  was  no  stone 
on  that  Une^  although  duties  were  paid  on  coal. 

958.  How  was  that  agreement  drawn  up? — It  was  an  understanding  ;  they 
agreed  to  pay  at  the  20  miles,  without  reference  to  the  placing  of  the  stone  ; 
the  Act  of  1845  not  insisting  upon  the  placing  of  the  stone,  or  making  it  a  con- 
dition under  which  coal  duties  should  be  payable. 

959.  Mr.  W.  Miles.']  How  would  it  stand  under  this  River  Lea  Navigation 
Act,  because  there  the  stones  were  placed  under  certain  rights  conferred  upon 
the  proprietors  of  the  land  and  the  corporation,  and  no  dues  were  to  be  taken 
outside  those  stones ;  those  stones  not  having  been  removed,  could  you,  or  did 
you,  outside  of  that  particular  district  at  Hertford,  after  1845  collect  your  toll  ? 
— I  have  stated  that  it  was  not  till  the  year  1851  that  any  inland  traffic  was 
brought  by  the  Northern  and  Eastern  Railway  to  Hertford :  I  speak  so  far  aa 
our  returns  show.  It  was  in  consequence  of  the  general  evasion  of  the  pay- 
ment of  the  duties  on  the  Eastern  Counties  line^  not  only  with  reference  to 
Hertford^  but  even  to  Shoreditch  station  itself,  that  the  necessity  arose  of 
obtaining  an  Act  to  enforce  the  duties.  This  Act  passed  in  1851.  I  may  also 
mention  that  the  first  payment  that  was  made  was  through  the  City  solicitor, 
The  second  payment  was  made  through  the  same  means. 

960.  Chairman.}  Without  the  stones  having  been  there  ? — ^The  stones  having 
been  there  five  years  before,  before  any  traffic  existed.  Until  the  Act  of  1851 
I  believe,  with  the  exception  of  100  or  200  tons,  that  the  whole  of  Hertford 
had  been  supplied  with  sea-borne  coals.  I  believe  Mr.  Gripper,  of  Hertford, 
can  give  some  information  to  the  Committee  as  to  the  state  of  the  trade  pre* 
viously  to  1851. 

961.  Mr.  W.  Miles.]  Was  that  duty  on  the  100  or  200  tons  of  coal  supplied 
inland  ? — ^The  first  payment  made  by  the  Eastern  Counties  Railway  was  on  56 
tons,  in  the  year  1848 ;  it  was  not  on  this  branch  at  aU,  it  came  from  Colchester ; 
it  was  paid  under  the  compulsion  of  the  City  solicitor. 

962.  Chairman.]  Whose  return? — ^The  Eastern  Counties.  In  the  year  1851 
the  Eastern  Counties  paid  duty  on  5,296  tons,  but  it  was  the  whole  traffic  on 
the  line  within  20  miles  of  London.  In  the  year  1850,  on  account  of  the 
Cambridge  branch  nothing  was  paid.  In  the  year  1849,  on  account  of  this 
branch  nothing  was  paid.  In  fact,  till  the  year  1851  no  duties  of  any  amount 
were  paid ;  therefore  we  supposed  that  no  traffic  existed  upon  the  line  on  which 
Hertford  is  situated. 

963.  Coals  might  be  stopped  short  of  that  stone  by  being  loaded  into  carts^ 
and  carried  into  the  town  of  Hertford,  and  so  might  be  free  ? — ^Just  so. 

964.  You  have  no  means  of  showing  that  that  did  not  take  place  ? — No ; 
except  from  my  general  knowledge  of  trade,  that  it  would  never  be  worth  any 
party's  while  to  bring  coal  where  railway  transit  existed,  to  use  land  carriage 
instead.  I  can  state  that  the  river  Lea  has  never  brought  into  Hertford  one 
ton  of  inland  coal ;  that  the  whole  of  their  traffic,  not  only  now,  but  for  years 
past,  has  been  a  downward  traffic  in  sea-borne  coal,  on  which  the  duty  has 
always  been  paid.  With  reference  to  the  town  of  Ware,  I  beg  to  put  in  a  state- 
ment to  the  Committer  which  will  show  the  amount  of  sea-borne  coal  on  which 
the  drawback  has  been  allowed  as  compared  with  the  amount  of  inland  coal  on 
which  a  duty  has  been  paid.  In  the  town  of  Ware  the  drawback  has  been 
allowed  on  7,302  tons  of  sea-borne  coals,  and  1,229  tons  of  inland  coal  free  of 
duty  ;  the  preponderance  is  greatly  in  favour  of  sea-borne  coals.  Ware  is  a 
place  which  I  consider  about  the  same  size  as  Hertford ;  it  is  a  mile  further  in 
a  direct  line  ;  although  it  is  a  mile,  or  a  mile  and  a  half  shorter  by  the  road. 
I  believe  that  Ware  would  represent  pretty  nearly  the  consumption  of  the  town 
of  Hertford  ;  I  consider  they  are  towns  of  equal  magnitude,  and  their  malting 
and  other  works  pretty  much  on  a  par. 

0.49.  L  3  965.  Then 
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Mr.  J.  K.  Scoit         965.  Then  with  reference  to  the  consumption  of  coois  within  a  eertaiB  dis- 

tanee  of  the  town  of  Hertford,  not  actually  consumed  witiiin  the  town  of  Hert- 

s6  May  1853.  ford,  the  effect  of  this  coal  duty  must  be,  that  carts  and  wagons  bring  in  ccMm 
and  load  back  again  with  coal? — ^The  same  thing  appUes  io  the  town  <rf  Ware ; 
they  would  load  out  from  Ware,  the  same  as  they  would  at  Hertford. 

966.  But  at  Ware  they  have  the  drawback,  and  not  at  Hertford? — ^Mr. 
Gripper,  by  an  arrangement  made  with  the  coal  and  com  committee,  has  a 
return  of  duty  oa  coals,  whidi  he  supplies  to  his  oustosiers  north  of  the 
boundcury. 

967.  But  that  is  an  agreement  between  an  individual  coal-m^chaat  and  the 
corporation  ? — No ;  the  arrangement  extends  to  other  parties  carrying  on  the 
coal  trade  there. 

968.  But  is  it  known  in  the  town  of  Hertford,  that  any  p^*son  establishing 
himself  as  a  coal-merchant  can  recdve  that  drawback  on  carrying  coals  out  di 
Hertford  into  the  country  ? — Northwards. 

969.  Is  that  known  generally  to  the  trade  of  HertfcMrd  ? — I  tiiink  so  ;  I  have 
endeavoured  that  it  should  be  so  understood. 

970.  Is  it  the  general  understanding,  or  merely  an  agreement  with  Mr.  Grip- 
per?— It  is  not  an  agreement  with  Mr.  Grippe  only;  there  is  a  party  of  the 
name  of  Stocks,  who  also  comes  under  the  same  arrangement. 

971.  Are  there  any  other  coal-merchants  ? — There  was  another  party,  but  he 
hos  ceased  to  carry  on  the  trade. 

972.  Would  he  have  had  the  drawback  ? — On  entering  into  the  same  arrange- 
ment, that  the  coal  on  being  brought  into  the  town  of  Hartford  should  pay  the 
duty,  and  on  making  proper  returns.  The  corporation  confine  themselves  strictly 
to  the  principle  of  insisting  that  all  coals  should  pay  the  duty  whidi  are  con- 
sumed within  the  distance  of  20  miles,  and  exempting  coals  which  are  delivered 
and  consumed  beyond  the  20  miles. 

973.  Can  you  show  the  Committee  a  copy  of  that  agreement  ? — I  have  made 
a  verbal  arrangement,  which  is  to  hold  good  so  long  as  it  is  observed  betwe^i 
the  parties. 

974.  Wilii  reference  to  smaller  quantities  of  coals  than  20  tons,  would  the 
drawback  be  allowed  if  a  farmer's  waggon  came  in  there  with  four  tons  of  coals  ? 
— Not  the  drawback,  but  a  return  of  the  full  duties.  The  Act  of  Pariiam^U: 
contemplates  a  return  of  the  drawback  on  21  tons,  and  therefore  a  return  of  the 
full  duties  is  given  in  confcnrmky  with  the  spirit  of  the  Act  of  Parliament,  which 
allows  a  return  of  the  full  duties  on  coals  that  come  in  by  railway  or  caxial,  and 
afterwards  pass  out,  without  breaking  bulk,  to  places  which  are  beyond. 

975.  That  is,  provided  20  tons  go  out  ? — Not  of  necessity ;  the  Act  draws  a 
difference  between  an  exemption  and  the  allowance  of  drawbadc;  in  the 
allowance  of  drawback  there  is  a  certain  supervision  required  in  the  Pool  and 
elsewhere. 

976.  You  were  understood  to  state,  that  by  your  vwbal  agreement  with  the 
trade  of  Hertfcnrd,  a  waggon  having  come  in  loiaded  with  anything,  upon  going 
out,  loading  back  with  a  small  quantity  of  coals,  such  as  four  tons,  would  receive 
the  coals  free  of  duty  ? — A  return  of  duty  upon  receiving  a  certificate  signed  and 
declared  to  before  a  magistrate,  and  put  before  the  committee  for  their  authority. 
The  reason  of  this  arrangement  being  made  was,  that  the  town  oi  Hertford 
should  have  as  little  ground  for  complaint  as  possible  of  these  duties  restricting 
their  trade,  and  to  assist  them  in  competing  with  the  town  of  Ware  and  other 
places  beyond. 

977.  Is  the  like  agreement  made  in  all  the  towns  within  the  area  of  taxation  ? 
^ — it  does  not  apply  to  all ;  it  appUes  merely  to  those  upon  the  immediate 
boundary. 

978.  Is  it  in  St.  Alban^s  ? — No ;  because  St.  Alban's  is  wholly  supplied  by 
places  outside,  that  is  to  say  that  coals  are  cheaper  northwanls  than  at  St. 
Alban's. 

979.  How  is  that? — Because  the  North  Western  Railway  can  supply  coals  at 
a  much  cheaper  rate  northwards.  The  trade  of  St.  Alban's  is  supplied  wholly 
from  places  north,  and  Hertford  is  supplied  principally  from  places  south  by 
sea-borne  coal.  We  allow  no  drawback  at  all  to  St.  Alban's  or  places  beyond 
on  the  North  Western  Railway ;  whereas  we  allow  a  very  large  amount  of 
drawback  to  Ware  and  places  beyond,  on  the  Eastern  Counties  Railway. 

980.  Have  you  any  book  of  reference  which  you  can  refer  to,  to  show 
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whether  that  k  done  with  the  knowledge  of  the  coal  committee  ? — Yes ;  but  I  M'-  J*  ^'  Scott. 

have  it  not  here.  ■ 

98 1 .  Will  it  appear  as  an  amount  only  relating  to  Hertford,  or  is  it  an  amount  ^  ^^y  ^^^ 
relating  to  all  the  towns  in  the  district?— It  refers  to  other  places  besides 

Hertford ;  at  King^s  Ijangley  and  Epsom,  for  instance-  At  King's  Langley  an 
arrangement  was  made  under  these  circumstances :  The  station  at  King's 
Langley  is  within  50  feet,  I  may  say,  of  the  boundary.  A  party  named  Kemp, 
carrying  on  trade  at  that  place,  stated  that  in  consequence  of  the  coals  not 
being  exempted,  that  his  trade,  to  a  certain  extent,  was  crippled,  inasmuch 
as  he  was  within  50  feet  of  the  area,  beyond  which  he  had  to  compete  with 
coals  that  were  free.  He  came  to  the  coal  and  com  committee  and  petitioned 
for  relief.  The  committee  considered  his  case,  and  made  an  order  that,  when 
he  had  furnished  a  list,  an  exemption  or  return  of  duty  should  be  allowed  to 
him,  upon  his  declaring  that  the  whole  of  the  quantity  had  been  conveyed  beyond. 
I  have  made  inquiries,  and  I  have  no  reason  to  doubt  that  the  amount  was 
correctly  certified.  Other  parties  were  placed  in  similar  circumstances,  and 
eventually  Mr.  Gripper  of  Hertford.  1  stated  then  that  any  parties  carrying 
on  the  trade  would  have  the  same  facilities,  and  Mrs.  Stocks,  of  Hertford, 
was  so  accommodated.  Afterwards  a  party  at  Epsom  received  the  same  accom- 
modation ;  and  I  informed  a  party  of  the  name  of  Dann  at  Reigate,  who 
conveyed  coals  to  Betchworth,  beyond  the  boundary,  but  who  has  not  yet 
applied  to  be  put  on  the  same  footing.  Whenever  parties  have  applied,  and 
they  have  made  returns  of  the  amount,  I  am  perfectly  satisfied  that  the  com- 
mittee have  not  refused  their  application. 

982.  Mr.  W.  Miles.']  But  to  take  away  any  charge  of  favouritism  from  this 
coal  committee,  do  you  not  think  it  would  be  much  better  generally  to  let 
towns,  just  at  the  boundary  of  your  20  miles,  know  that  in  particular  instances 
of  supplying  out  of  the  boundary,  that  a  remission  of  duty  would  be  allowed  ?— » 
Whenever  1  have  come  in  discussion  with  the  parties,  they  have  been  informed 
it  can  only  apply  to  a  few  towns  on  the  boundary. 

983.  Chavi7ian.']  But  as  regards  Mr.  Dickinson,  we  find  that  he  could  not 
receive  the  drawback  for  those  places  which  were  just  outside  the  area  of  tax- 
ation ? — Mr.  Dickinson  is  not  a  trader,  and  he  has  never  been  refused  when  he 
has  certified  as  in  the  case  of  Nash  Mills  that  coals  have  been  taken  beyond. 

984.  What  authority  has  the  corporation  to  draw  a  distinction  between  a 
trader  and  any  other  person  carrying  on  a  business  which  requires  the  con- 
sumption of  coals  ? — Mr.  Dickinson  cannot,  in  the  case  of  Home  Park  Mill,  fill 
up  the  forms  required,  that  the  coals  are  absolutely  and  bond  fide  consumed  and 
delivered  beyond  the  circle  of  20  miles.  We  are  at  issue  with  Mr.  Dickinson 
on  that  point,  so  far  as  relates  to  Home  Park  Mill. 

985.  What  can  you  find  which  gives  you  that  discretionary  power  of  making 
an  agreement  with  one,  and  not  with  the  other  ? — The  clause  in  the  Act  of 
Parliament  gives  a  discretion  to  refuse. 

986.  Just  refer  to  that? —  It  is  the  43d  clause,  which  is  as  follows  :  "  That 
on  or  before  the  twenty-sixth  day  of  every  month  the  committee  shall  investigate 
the  return  made  by  the  clerk  and  registrar  of  the  Ck)al  Market  of  all  certificates 
received  by  him  in  the  previous  month  in  respect  of  coals  for  which  a  drawback 
may  be  claimed;  and  if  such  committee  shall,  upon  such  investigation,  be 
satisfied  that  such  drawback  ought  to  be  allowed,  they  shall  sign  an  order  upon 
the  chamberlain,  authorising  the  proper  parties  to  receive  the  sa^ne ;  but  if 
upon  such  investigation  the  committee  shall  have  reasonable  cause  to  doubt 
whether  any  drawback  ought  to  be  allowed,  they  shall  return  to  the  clerk  and 
r^istrar  of  the  Coal  Market  all  the  certificates  respecting  the  coals  in  respect 
of  which  such  drawbacks  shall  have  been  claimed,  and  shall  attach  thereto 
such  observations  as  they  shall  think  proper  to  make  respecting  the  nature  of 
the  additional  information  or  evidence  which  they  may  require,  and  such  clerk 
shall  again  return  to  the  committee  such  certificates,  together  with  such  addi- 
tional information  or  evidence  as  he  may  be  able  to  obtain ;  and  if  the  com- 
mittee shall,  upon  a  fresh  investigation  of  such  certificates,  together  with  such 
additional  information  or  evidence  as  may  have  been  laid  before  them,  be  of 
opinion  that  such  drawback  should  be  allowed,  they  shall  sign  an  order  upon 
the  chamberlain  authorising  the  proper  parties  to  receive  the  same;  but  if 
upon  such  fresh  investigation  the  committee  shall  not  be  satisfied  that  such 
drawback  ought  to  be  allowed,  they  shall,  in  the  exercise  of  their  judgment, 
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Mr.  J.  K.  Scoit.     either  re/use  such  drccwback  altogether ^  or  may,  if  they  shall  think  fit  so  to  do^ 

' again  return  the  certificates  to  the  clerk  and  registrar  of  the  Coal  Market  for 

s6  May  1853.  fmlher  information^  and  so  from  time  to  time^  as  often  as  occasion  shall 
require,  until  they  shall  be  satisfied  either  that  such  drawback  ought  or  ought 
not  to  be  allowed,  and  the  decision  of  the  committee  shall  be  final  and  con- 
clicsive.'' 

987/ The  system  adopted  by  the  committee  is  to  allow  the  drawback  to 
persons  in  trade  as  coal  merchants,  and  not  to  others  r — We  allow  it  to  every 
one  who  will  make  a  declaration  that  the  coals  are  consumed  beyond  a  distance 
of  20  miles  from  the  General  Post  Office.  I  question  whether  Mr.  Dickinson, 
in  the  case  of  Home  Park  Mill,  could  do  so.  In  the  case  of  Mr.  Gripper,  of 
Hertford,  he  makes  a  declaration  that  the  whole  of  these  coals,  on  which  he 
claims  a  return  of  duty,  have  been  consumed  and  delivered  at  places  beyond 
20  miles  from  the  General  Post  Office. 

988.  How  cjm  he  do  that;  suppose  I  send  my  team  into  Hertford,  how  can 
he  certify  positively  that  the  coals  have  been  consumed  beyond? — He  does 
to  the  best  of  his  knowledge ;  if  we  go  upon  that,  we  may  as  well  get  rid  of 
the  drawback  altogether.  If  a  coal  merchant  sends  coals  to  Brighton,  I  only 
know  they  are  going  beyond  the  boundary ;  I  am  dependent  only  on  the  certifr- 
cate  of  the  parties,  as  to  their  being  delivered  at  Brighton. 

989.  Sir  H.  MeuxJ]  But  by  the  32d  section  you  are  obliged  to  allow  the 
drawback,  for  towards  the  end  of  it  it  says,  "  But  if  such  coals  shall  be 
delivered  into  a  barge  for  the  purpose  of  being  taken  to  any  place  situate  more 
than  20  miles  from  the  General  Post  Office,  then  such  coal  weigher  shall  there- 
upon make  a  return  according  to  the  Form  in  No.  3,  in  Schedule  (B.)  to 
this  Act  annexed,  and  upon  the  arrival  of  the  barge  containing  such  coals 
at  the  lock  within  the  London  district  nearest  the  extremity  thereof,  the  lock 
keeper  of  such  lock  shall  fill  up  and  deliver  to  the  master  of  such  barge,  for- 
delivery  to  the  consignee  of  such  coal,  at  such  place  of  delivery  as  aforesaid,. 
a  certificate  according  to  the  Form  No.  4,  in  Schedule  (B.)  to  this  Act  annexed^ 
and  such  consignee  shall,  on  the  receipt  of  such  lock-keeper's  certificate,  and 
after  the  delivery  of  the  aforesaid  coals,  inclose  to  the  applicant  claiming  such 
drawback  a  certificate  according  to  the  Form  No.  6,  in  Schedule  (B.)  to  this 
Act  annexed,  together  with  such  lock-keepers  certificate  "  ? — I  read  the  word 
"  taken  "  to  be  identical  with  the  word  "  delivered."  If  a  party  takes  the  coals- 
out  of  the  district,  and  then  turns  his  barge  round  and  brings  them  in,  I  do 
not,  upon  the  construction  of  that  word  "  taken,"  consider  he  is  entitled  to  the 
drawback.  I  consider  the  word  "  taken  "  to  mean  also  delivered ;  and  unless 
the  coals  are  delivered  beyond  the  district,  I  consider  that  the  committee  are 
justified  in  refusing  the  drawback ;  but  to  make  certain,  there  is  a  power  given 
me,  where  I  have  any  doubt  as  to  the  delivery  of  coals,  to  obtain  such  certifi- 
cates in  addition  to  those  required  by  the  Act,  that  I  may  require.  In  the  case 
of  Mr.  Dickinson  I  should  have  said,  "  Sir,  I  will  allow  you  the  drawback  pro-- 
Tided  you  state  before  a  magistrate  (which  I  must  require)  that  these  coals  are 
not  only  taken,  as  the  Act  expressly  uses  the  word  takeuy  but  that  they  are 
absolutely  delivered  and  consumed  beyond  the  district ;"  inasmuch  as  I  take 
the  meaning  of  the  Act  to  be  that  these  coals  are  to  be  taken,  delivered,  and 
consumed  beyond  20  miles  from  the  General  Post  OflBce. 

990.  Is  it  left  to  you  to  decide  on  that  clause  by  the  corporation  ? — It  is^ 
to  a  certain  extent,  as  the  organ  of  the  committee,  otherwise  a  committee  must 
be  sitting  daily  at  my  office ;  although  the  whole  question  has  been  decided  on. 
by  the  committee. 

991 .  In  fact,  the  corporation  leave  the  coal  committee  to  decide  this  question 
of  the  drawback,  and  the  coal  committee  leave  you  to  decide  it? — Not  of 
necessity ;  upon  my  reporting  to  them  any  special  case,  which  I  consider  Mr- 
Dickinson's  to  be,  and  which  was  fully  reported  to  the  committee. 

992.  Mr.  Lowe.]  Has  Mr.  Dickinson  refused  to  make  this  certificate  ? — I  am 
not  aware  that  it  has  come  to  that ;  but  I  think  Mr.  Dickinson  is  aware,  that  if 
he  had  put  in  his  claim  I  should  have  required  a  certificate  as  to  the  delivery, 
and  failing  to  furnish  such  certificate,  he  would  have  been  refused. 

993.  Has  Mr.  Dickinson  never  claimed  the  drawback? — Mr.  Dickinson  has 
cls^ed  the  drawback,  and,  as  respects  Nash  Mill  beyond  the  boundary,  has 
received  it;  but  as  respects  Home  Park  Mill,  he  has  been  refused. 

994.  Upon  what  ground  do  you  justify  your  refusal?— Because  Mr.  Dickin- 
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son,  or  rather  Mr.  Dickinson's  agent,  stated  they  were  to  be  delivered  at  Home    Mr.  /.  Ji.  8cou. 

Park  Mill,  which  is  within  20  miles  of  the  General  Post  Office.     I  informed      

Mr.  Dickinson  of  the  cause  of  refusal.  «6  May  1853. 

995.  He  did  not  produce  the  certificate  required  by  the  Act  ? — I  refused, 
upon  general  instructions,  to  allow  the  lock-keeper  to  fill  it  up ;  the  place  of 
delivery  being  within  the  boundary,  and  not  beyond. 

096.  He  could  not  get  the  certificate,  then  ? — No,  and  he  applied  for  it  him- 
self. I  referred  him  to  the  committee,  and  the  committee  confirmed  my 
refusal ;  and  so  the  matter  stands  at  the  present  moment. 

997.  Sir  H.  Meux.]  Is  there  any  power  of  appeal  from  your  decision? — Mr. 
Dickinson  threatened  to  bring  a  mandamus  against  the  committee  to  compel 
them,  but  1  am  not  aware  that  Mr.  Dickinson  has  done  so.  I  hope  the  Com- 
mittee understand  that  the  point  with  Mr.  Dickinson  and  the  coal  committee 
is  as  to  Home  Park  Mills  being  within  the  boundary,  and  as  to  the  construction 
of  the  word  **  taken,"  which  I  contend  also  to  mean  delivered  and  consumed. 

998.  Chairman.']  Is  there  any  instance  of  the  drawback  being  allowed  to 
any  residents  and  persons  not  in  trade  within  reach  of  Hertford,  but  outside 
the  district  ? — Yes,  very  many.  Mr.  Hanbury,  for  instance,  is  a  gentleman 
who  has  coals  to  his  private  residence  near  Ware,  and  his  agent  signs  the 
certificate.    It  is  not  confined  to  parties  in  the  trade. 

999.  Does  Mr.  Hanbury  make  the  application  himself,  or  through  his  coal- 
merchant  ? — ^Through  his  agent  on  the  Coal  Exchange. 

1000.  Is  there  any  instance  of  any  private  individual  receiving  the  drawback 
upon  four  tons  of  coal  who  does  not  apply  through  a  coal  merchant  ? — 1  think 
not ;  it  has  never  been  the  custom,  and  for  this  reason,  that  the  coal  merchant 
knows  the  different  forms  to  go  through,  and  the  purchasers  make  it  a  matter 
of  bargain  when  the  coals  are  purchased,  that  they  are  to  be  free  of  the  draw- 
back. 

1001.  Is  there  not  in  addition  to  that  fact,  that  persons  living  within  reach 
of  Hertford,  outside,  are  not  aware  of  this  drawback  being  granted  at  all  ? — 
Not  only  at  Hertford,  but  an  ignorance  on  the  subject  generally  prevails  alike 
at  all  places  beyond  the  boundary. 

1002.  In  point  of  fact,  the  coal  merchant  puts  the  difference  in  his  pocket? 
— No,  I  do  not  think  so ;  the  composition  of  the  trade  will  not  allow  of  that. 

1003.  Is  that  owing  to  the  quantity  of  coals  brought  by  railway  ? — From  the 
competition  in  the  trade  being  so  keen, 

1 004.  How  many  coal  merchants  are  there  in  the  town  of  Hertford  ? — 
I  believe  there  are  two  carrying  on  business  to  any  extent. 

1005.  Mr.  Lowe.\  Suppose  a  person  at  St.  Alban's  applied  for  the  drawback  ? 
— He  would  be  refused,  unless  he  could  sign  a  certmcate  that  they  were  to  be 
consumed  and  taken  beyond  the  district. 

1006.  Where  do  you  find  the  words  "  consumed  and  taken  "  ?— The  clauses 
referring  to  drawback  makes  mention  of  the  words  "  taken,"  and  also  "  deli- 
vered." 

1007.  Just  refer  to  that? — It  is  the  32d  section,  '*  That  upon  and  from  the 
first  day  of  October  next  after  the  passing  of  this  Act,  a  drawback  of  twelve  pence 
per  ton  shall  be  allowed  upon  all  coals  brought  by  any  canal  or  inland  naviga- 
tion which,  without  having  been  removed  from  the  barge  in  which  they  may  have 
been  brought  (except  as  permitted  by  this  present  provision),  shall  be  conveyed 
by  any  vessel,  or  any  canal  or  inland  navigation  to  any  place  situate  more 
than  twenty  miles  from  the  General  Post  Office ,  or  shall  be  exported  coastwise^ 
or  to  foreign  parts,  and  in  every  case  in  which  the  owner  of  such  coals,  or  his 
agent,  shall  be  desirous  of  obtaming  such  drawback,  he  shall,  before  such  coals 
shall  have  been  unloaded  or  removed  from  the  barge  in  which  the  same  may  have 
been  brought,  give  to  the  clerk  and  registrar  of  the  coal  market  notice  in 
writing  under  his  hand,  according  to  the  Form  No.  1,  in  Schedule  (B.)  to  this 
Act  annexed  ;  and  in  case  the  clerk  and  registrar  of  the  Coal  Market  shall  not 
be  satisfied  with  the  coal-weigher  named  in  such  notice,  he  may  refuse  to  grant 
any  certificate;  but  if,  and  when  he  shall  be  satisfied  with  the  coal-weigher  named 
in  such  notice,  he  shall  grant  to  such  coal-weigher  a  certificate  according  to 
the  Form  No.  2,  in  Schedule  (B.j  to  this  Act  annexed ;  and  after  such  certificate 
*all  have  been  granted,  the  coals  intended  to  be  conveyed  to  such  place  as 
aforesaid  by  canal  or  inland  navigation,  or  exported  coastwise  or  to  foreign 
parts,  shall  be  weighed  or  delivered  out  of  the  barge  in  which  the  same 
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Mr.  /.  R.  ScoiL    »ay  have  been  brought  immedifttely  (or  mediately  by  means  of  a  lighter)  into 

the  vessel  or  barge  by  which  the  same  may  be  intended  to  be  so  conveyed  as 

26  May  1853.  aforesaid,  and  such  coal-weigher  shall  thereupon  make  a  return  according 
to  the  Form  No,  3,  in  Schedtile  (B.)  to  this  Act  annexed;  and  if  suchooals 
shall  be  delivered  into  a  vsssel  for  exportation  coastwise,  or  to  foreign  parts, 
the  master  of  the  vessel  into  which  such  coals  shall  be  delivered  shall  give  to 
such  coal  weigher  a  certificate  according  to  the  Form  No.  1,  in  Schedule  (C.)  to 
this  Act  annexed,  which  two  last  saentioned  certificates  the  coal- weigher  shall 
deliver  to  the  applicant  claiming  such  drawback ;  but  if  such  coals  shall  be 
delivered  into  a  barge  for  the  purpose  of  being  taken  to  any  place  situate  more 
than  20  miles  from  the  (ieneral  Post-office,  then  such  coal- weigher  shall  there- 
upon make  a  return  according  to  the  Form  No.  3,  in  Schedule  (B.)  to  this  Act 
annexed,  and  upon  the  arrival  of  the  barge  containing  such  coals  at  the  lock 
vrithin  the  London  district  nearest  the  extremety  thereof,  the  lock-keeper  of 
such  lock  shall  fill  up  and  deUver  to  the  master  of  such  barge,  for  delivery  to 
the  consi^ee  of  such  coal,  at  such  place  of  delivery  as  aforesaid,  a  certificate 
according  to  the  Form  No.  4,  in  Schedule  (B.)  to  this  Act  annexed,  and  such 
consignee  shall,  on  the  receipt  of  such  lock-keeper's  certificate,  and  after  the 
delivery  of  the  aforesaid  coals,  enclose  to  the  applicant  claiming  such  draw- 
back a  certificate  according  to  the  Form  No.  5,  in  the  Schedule  (B.)  to  this 
Act  annexed,  together  with  such  lock-keeper*s  certificate."  You  will  find  the 
word  "  conveyed  "  through  all  the  drawback  clauses,  so  that  of  course  it  means 
*•  conveyed  and  delivered."  We  have  the  words  "conveyed,"  "taken,"  and 
"  delivered,"  in  each  clause  referring  to  drawback. 

1008.  But  suppose  a  person  were  to  name  a  village  through  which  his  team 
was  to  pass,  he  might  convey  it  there,  and  come  back  again  ?  —The  certificate 
he  signs  is,  that  he  has  received  a  certain  quantity  of  coals  at  such  a  place, 
conveyed  by  such  and  such  means^  §0  that  we  have  in  the  first  place,  a  notice 
that  he  is  going  to  send  them  beyond.  If  he  does  not  send  them  beyond,  the 
drawback  is  not  allowed.  Here  is  a  case  in  point :  this  is  the  certificate  of  a 
donsignee  receiving  coals,  whether  he  is  a  private  gentleman,  or  a  party  in  trade, 
or  whether  they  are  for  gas  works,  or  whether  it  is  for  any  purpose  whatever. 
This  applies  to  railways,  and  there  is  a  similar  one  which  applies  to  canals : 
"  I  herely  certify  that  I  have  received  from  Mr.  [I  here  state  name  of  agent  or 
owner]  of  [here  state  address  of  party]  [here  state  number  of  tons]  tons  of 
[here  state  name  of  coals]  coals,  brought  by  [here  state  name  of  railway]  rail- 
way and  delivered  from  [here  state  name  of  station]  station."  We  only  want 
to  ascertain  the  name  of  the  station  which  is  beyond  the  boundary  of  20  miles 
to  be  satisfied  that  the  coals  have  been  taken  beyond. 

1G09.  If  it  is  beyond  the  boundary  of  20  miles,  you  have  nothing  to  do  with 
it  ? — If  beyond  20  miles  we  have  no  cause  to  refiise  the  drawback  should  the 
other  certificates  be  correct 

1010.  Sir  J.  fValmsley.']  Do  you  limit  your  drawback  to  any  particular  quan- 
tity ? — To  twenty-one  tons.     Coals  coming  by  the  North  Western,  and  carried . 
away  by  the  Great  Western  without  breaking  bulk  receive  an  exemption  on 
any  quantity  above  a  ton. 

J  01 1.  Do  you  allow  the  drawback  upon  one  waggon  load  which  goes  beyond 
the  20  miles,  having  paid  the  duty  previously  ? — Yes,  where  the  coals  come  in 
and  go  out  without  breaking  bulk  ;  we  do  not  call  it  drawback,  it  is  exemption. 

1012.  Do  you  allow  that  to  a  private  individual,  or  a  coal-dealer.  Suppose, 
for  instance,  a  person  living  beyond  the  20  miles  received  one  waggon  load  of 
coals,  would  he  be  entitled  to  the  drawback  of  1^.  Id.  on  that? — If  it  came  by 
railway,  and  was  sent  to  him  without  being  stopped  in  London,  or  transferred 
into  carts,  an  exemption  would  be  allowed.  1  cannot  state  whether  it  is  so 
personally,  but  I  have  no  doubt  that  a  great  quantity  of  coals  come  up  by  the 
North  Western  Railway,  and  go  by  the  loop  line  to  Brentford,  and  away  by 
the  South  Western  to  Godalming  and  Guildford.  I  have  no  doubt  those  coah 
are  sent  to  private  individuals  as  well  as  to  parties  in  trade. 

1013.  Chairman'}  Then  there  must  be  20  tons  of  them? — Not  of  necessity 
coming  in  that  way.  Where  the  exemption  is  allowed,  it  is  allowed  in  any 
quantity  exceeding  one  ton. 

1014.  Those  parties  are  persons  in  the  coal  trade  ? — Not  of  necessity ;  the 
public  may  also  benefit. 

1015.  They  may  have,  but  it  may  go  into  the  pocket  of  the  coal-dealer  ? — Of 
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course ;  I  have  laotbing  whatever  to  do  with  that.     We  do  not  know  that,  Or   .Mr.  J.  R.  Scott. 
fio  I  believe  it.  

1016.  Mr.  LoxveJ]  Supposing  a  coal-merchant  at  St.  Alban's  takes  coals  from     •^  ***^  ''^^' 
London,  and  sells  to  a  person  beyond  the  boundary  five  tons ;  would  you  allow 

the  drawback  on  that,  when  the  waggon  crosses  the  boundary  ? — It  depends  on 
circumstances. 

1017.  Suppose  I  am  not  a  tradesman  at  all  ? — No  application  of  that  kmd  has 
ever  been  made ;  the  matter  rests  with  the  committee. 

1018.  Then  by  what  right  would  you  refuse  that? — I  do  not  say  that  the 
committee  would  refuse  it. 

1019.  How  could  you  refuse  it ;  those  coals  must  have  paid  duty  somewhere 
which  were  going  to  be  consumed  out  of  the  dutiable  district ;  by  what  right 
could  you  say  the  man  should  not  have  his  duty  badi  ? — I  am  not  aware  that 
we  should  refuse  it.  Such  a  case  as  you  put  has  never  come  before  the  com- 
mittee. 

1020.  Would  you  say  you  have  the  power  not  to  allow  it? — It  depends  on 
circumstances ;  if  we  thought  the  parties  were  smuggling  coals  in,  we  should 
l-efuse  it. 

1021.  If  you  had  a  bad  opinion  of  a  party,  you  would  have  a  right  to  rdfuse 
it  ? — Certainly.  I  consider  that  if  anything  of  that  kind  had  occurred,  and 
that  the  committee  had  exercised  their  power  arbitrarily,  that  you  would  have 
had  parties  here  to  complain  of  the  operation  of  the  Act.  I  can  mention  a  case 
where  a  party  refused  to  make  a  certain  arrangement  as  regards  the  paying  of 
some  duty  on  some  coals.  The  party  would  give  us  no  informatian  whatever ; 
he  refused  to  make  a  certain  declaration.  We  have  the  discretion  to  require 
a'' certificate  before  a  magistrate. 

1022.  Were  those  declarations  and  certificates  required  by  the  Act? — ^The 
declarations  may  be  by  the  committee  or  myself,  in  conformity  with  power 
vested  in  us  by  the  Act. 

1023.  Which  this  party  refused  to  make  ? — He  refused  to  make  the  declara- 
tion that  I  required  for  my  own  security. 

1 024.  Then  it  was  not  anything  required  according  to  the  Act  ? — Not  in  any 
specific  form. 

1025.  Chairman.']  The  declaration  before  the  magistrate  is  merely  your  own 
arrangement  ? — Precisely  so,  authority  being  given  by  the  Act  to  require  it 
where  necessary. 

1026.  Mr.  Lowe.']  Do  you  think  yourself  entitled  to  refuse  to  give  the  draw- 
back to  a  man  because  he  does  not  make  some  declaration  which  is  not 
required  by  the  Act,  but  which  you  think  it  right  to  require  from  him  ? — ^Yes, 
we  should  have  for  every  ton  of  coals  coming  in  to  bring  an  action  at  a  great 
expense. 

1027.  But  does  it  not  strike  you  that  a  person  sending  a  team  into  Hertford, 
could  not  always  find  a  magistrate  before  whom  to  make  the  declaration  ?-»- 
The  declaration  is  only  required  to  be  made  once  a  month,  not  on  every  cart. 

1028.  Supposing  he  carries  one  waggon  load  of  coals  in  one  month,  when  is 
he  to  make  the  declaration  of  them  before  the  magistrate ;  supposing  he  finds 
no  magistrate  on  the  day  when  his  carter  appears  in  the  town  of  Hertford, 
what  would  be  the  practical  eflfect  of  your  requiring  him  to  make  that  declara- 
tion ?—  I  know  of  no  case  of  that  kind.  The  arrangement  is  made,  that  once 
every  month  the  man  shall  give  in  a  list  of  all  coals  that  may  have  been 
delivered  by  him  within  the  district,  of  which  he  has  a  map  marked,  and  that 
once  every  month  he  shall  make  his  declaration.  I  do  not  always  require  the 
declaration  before  the  magistrate  in  cases  where  coals  are  brought  in  ;  in  the 
case  of  coals  sent  in  from  Boxmoor,  none  of  the  parties  make  a  declaration  if 
I  am  satisfied  that  they  are  bondjidt ;  if  there  was  any  doubt  about  it  I  might 
insist  on  it,  and  the  Act  confers  that  authority. 

1029.  Y^^  could  not  find  a  magistrate  near  Boxmoor  for  many  miles  r — I  am 
aware  of  the  difficulties  in  the  case  of  the  ordinary  traffic  ;  I  am  not  aware  that 
lU;  Boxmoor  I  have  ever  insisted  on  a  declaration  before  a  magistrate. 

1030.  Did  you  say  that  Messrs.  Grii)per  have  actually  been  allowed  the 
drawback  on  waggons  of  coals  that  they  have  so  sent  ? — ^They  have  been  allowed 
a  return  of  the  full  duties  on  coals  carried  beyond  the  boundary. 

1031.  Chmrmafu]  I  presume  that  the  consumers  of  those  coals  ought  to  have 
0.49.  M  2  the 
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Mr.J.R.Scoti.     the  benefit  of  that  return  of  duty? — ^There  is  no  doubt  of  that;  I  expect 

■■  they  do. 

a6  May  i  53-  1032.  Su-  H.  Meux.']  Suppose  I  were  to  send  my  team  to  St.  Alban's  for  a 

waggon  load  of  coals,  wishing  to  consume  them  without  the  boundary,  would 
you  refuse  me  the  drawback  on  those  ? — It  depends  on  circumstances. 

1033.  ChainnanJ]  What  circumstances  ? —If  the  party  who  might  send  them 
out  was  a  party  whom  we  were  aware  was  in  the  habit  of  smuggling  the  coals, 
we  might  think  proper  to  refuse ;  or  the  party  might  refuse  to  make  the  required 
declaration. 

1034.  If  I  sent  my  team  to  St.  Alban's  for  a  waggon  load  of  coals,  and  buy 
them  of  the  coal-merchant  there,  could  you  refuse  me  the  drawback  on  the 
coals  at  my  own  house  ?— I  think  we  might,  inasmuch  as  if  every  party  sending 
out  a  cart  load  of  coals  should  be  entitled  to  claim  an  exemption  on  every  occa- 
sion, without  any  system  or  supervision,  a  door  would  be  opened  to  extensive 
frauds  on  the  corporation,  besides  the  impossibility  of  having  any  check.  The 
number  of  claims  would  amount  to  many  hundreds  of  thousands  in  the  course 
of  the  year.  As  regards  the  drawback,  up  to  the  present  time  the  number  of 
papers  constituting  the  claims  for  one  year  alone  are  upwards  of  30,000,  and 
refer  to  quantities  averaging  100  tons. 

1035.  In  fact,  the  drawback  could  only  be  allowed  to  the  trade? — I  said 
before,  the  agents  are  the  parties  who  obtain  it ;  but  it  is  allowed  to  all  parties, 
private  gentlemen,  parties  connected  with  ihe  gas  works,  parties  at  paper  mills, 
and  to  all  parties  beyond ;  but  the  agents  of  these  parties  are  generally  those 
who  obtain  the  drawlDack,  and  make  the  necessary  applications,  and  go  through 
the  regular  forms. 

1036.  Sir  J.  Walmsley.]  Might  they  make  that  declaration  in  a  month,  or  for 
any  length  of  time  ? — Any  length  of  time.  But  by  arranging  with  the  com- 
mittee, we  get  them  in  within  two  or  three  months ;  so  that  parties  shall  not 
bring  them  in  three  years  afterwards,  by  which  we  should  lose  all  clue,  and 
unable  to  trace  fraud  if  it  existed. 

1037.  Mr.  W.  Miles.]  Is  it  necessary  to  determine  to  whom  you  should  repay 
these  duties,  whether  to  the  seller  or  the  consumer,  that  it  should  be  either  one 
or  the  other,  or  would  you  not  be  likely  to  be  charged  twice  r — To  parties  living 
down  at  Godalming  and  Guildford  who  do  not  come  to  London  at  all,  it  would 
be  impossible  for  them  to  attend  and  give  the  necessary  notices  and  make  the 
necessary  arrangements  as  regards  the  matter,  and  therefore  they  must  leave  it 
to  their  agents,  who  doubtless  attend  to  their  clients  interest. 

1038.  Is  it  not  the  fact  that  in  Hertford  the  sellers  are  the  people  who  receive 
the  drawback,  and  not  the  consumers  ? — No,  the  consumers  beyond  Hertford 
have  doubtless  the  benefit,  although  applied  for  by  their  agents  the  dealers. 

1039.  Do  not  the  sellers  receive  the  repayment  of  the  duties,  and  not  the 
consumers  ? — ^The  seller  is  an  agent  for  getting  the  drawback  allowed. 

1040.  The  question  was  whether,  in  point  of  fact,' the  sellers  are  the  people 
who  get  the  repayment  of  the  duties,  and  not  the  consumers  ? — In  many  cases 
I  should  say  the  consumers  apply  themselves,  as  well  as  the  agents  of  the  sellers  ; 
this  does  not  however  particularly  refer  to  the  town  of  Hertford. 

1041.  But  are' not  those  persons  in  the  wholesale  trade  ? — Not  of  necessity. 

1042.  Have  you  many  appUcations  for  the  drawback;  for  instance,  of  the 
•delivery  of  five  tons  ? — Many ;  and  for  half  a  ton.  It  is  returned  upon  a  declara- 
tion before  a  magistrate  once  every  three  or  four  months,  but  as  an  exemption 
not  a  drawback. 

1043.  Chamnan.'l  But  if  a  man  is  unfortunate  enough  to  employ  a  person 
in  whom  you  do  not  seem  to  have  confidence,  then  he  does  not  get  the  draw- 
back ?  —Mr.  Dickinson  is  the  only  person,  out  of  many  hundreds,  who  have 
applied  for  the  drawback  since  the  Act  has  passed,  and  whom  I  have  taken  upon 
myself  to  refuse,  not  however  from  any  want  of  confidence  in  either  Mr. 
Dickinson  or  his  agent. 

1 044.  You  have  stated  that  you  would  think  yourself  justified,  in  reference 
to  drawback,  if  it  were  applied  for  by  any  person  whom  you  thought  was 
smuggling  in  coals ;  you  also  stated  there  was  instances  of  that  kind.  Now, 
supposing  a  private  individual  employed  one  of  these  persons,  in  whom  you,  for 
some  reason  or  another,  had  not  confidence,  that  private  person  having  nothing 
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at  all  to  do  with  your  want  of  confidence  in  the  person  so  employed,  would  not  Mr.  J.  R.  Scoi. 

receive  the  duty  ? — Possibly  so ;  I  have  never  heard  of  a  case  of  that  kind.  -^ 

1045.  Mr.  A»  Seymer.']   You  spoke  of  coals   going   down  from  the  North  26  May  1853. 
Western,  and  so  down  by  the  South  Western  ;  would  they  be  sea-borne  coals  ? 

— Inland  coals. 

1046.  Then  parties  living  in  that  district  could  not  be  aware  that  that  coal 
had  been  caught  at  all  in  the  London  district  ?— It  could  not  have  been  caught; 
the  exemption  is  allowed  directly  it  gets  southwards  of  the  boundary.  I  con- 
sider that  the  inhabitants  of  towns  beyond  the  boundary  positively  know  nothing 
as  regards  the  payment  of  these  duties  or  the  allowance  of  the  drawback,  but 
they  are  beginning  now  to  find  it  out ;  so  that  the  question  with  reference  to  Mr. 
Gripper's  retaining  the  drawback,  might  apply  to  every  party  claiming  the  draw- 
back of  the  corporation  of  London,  and  which  the  Committee  will  see  we  have 
nothing  to  do  with.     An  ignorance  relative  to  these  duties  generally  prevails. 

1047.  With  reference  to  the  navigation  beyond  the  town  of  Ware,  is  there 
any  intention  to  put  up  another  stone  ? — No ;  the  Act  does  not  state  that  we 
^»n  put  up  two  stones  upon  the  navigation;  and  when  Mr.  Marchant,  or  the 
surveyor  on  behalf  of  the  Lea  Navigation,  protested  against  a  second  being  put 
up,  the  Committee  considered  it  was  a  reasonable  protest,  and  no  attempt  to  put 
up  a  second  was  made. 

1 048.  Then  on  coals  passing  out  of  the  district  between  Ware  and  Stanstead 
no  drawback  is  allowed? — The  drawback  is  allowed  if  they  are  taken  and  con- 
sumed beyond  20  miles  from  the  General  Post  Office. 

1049.  *  on  insist  on  the  word  being  "  consumed  "  r — I  should  in  everj- case 
where  I  had  a  doubt  call  for  a  special  declaration  to  meet  that  case. 

1050.  Now  Ware  is  out  of  the  district,  as  we  know  ? — Yes,  it  is. 

1051.  Supposing  Mr.  Hanbury,  to  whom  you  had  alluded,  had  not  claimed 
the  drawback,  would  not  that  drawback  have  been  allowed  to  the  bargemaster  ? 
—It  would  have  been  allowed  to  any  person  in  whose  name  the  application 
was  made,  the  bargemaster  sometimes  makes  an  application ;  the  lighterman 
frequently  makes  an  application ;  the  coal-merchant  frequently  makes  an  appli- 
cation :  it  is  merely  nominal. 

1052.  But  the  declaration  must  be  made  before  a  magistrate  ? — No;  in  no 
<^8e  of  the  ordinary  drawback  is  it  made  before  a  magistrate ;  I  only  call  for 
the  declaration  before  a  magistrate  in  a  case  where  I  have  a  reasonable  doubt 
4hat  the  intention  of  the  Act  is  by  some  means  intended  to  be  evaded,  and  that 
the  coals,  although  they  may  be  taken  beyond  20  miles,  are  intended  afterwards 
to  be  brought  in. 

1053.  Are  there  many  instances  in  which  you  have  insisted  upon  a  declara- 
tion before  a  magistrate  ?— I  do  not  think  out  of  8,000  I  have  scarcely  an  in- 
stance. Parties  know  they  are  watched ;  I  have  shown  them  the  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment, and  they  know  it  is  better  not  to  attempt  it,  because  they  would  have  to 
run  the  gauntiet  of  the  committee  with  the  facts  placed  before  them. 

1054.  Mr.  Lowe.']  You  said  you  desired  the  lock-keeper  to  refuse  to  give  to 
Mr.  Dickinson  a  particular  certificate ;  will  you  point  out  to  the  Committee 
what  the  certificate  is  which  you  desired  the  lock-keeper  to  refuse  ? — Not  to  Mr. 
Dickinson  in  particular ;  my  orders  were  general  against  filling-up  papers  for 
<;oals  delivered  short  of  20  miles,  Mr.  Dickinson's  mill  being  within. 

1055.  You  said  particularly? — I  would  beg  to  amend  my  evidence  in  that 
respect. 

1056.  You  were  understood  to  state  that  Mr.  Dickinson  brings  coals  beyond 
the  London  district,  and  requires  the  drawback  ?— He  takes  coals  beyond  the 
London  district,  and  delivers  them,  and  consumes  them  within. 

1057.  Tiien  he  requires  the  drawback,  does  he  not  ? — ^Yes. 

1058.  Where  does  he  require  the  drawback? — At  Home  Park  Mill. 

1059.  Is  Home  Park  Mill  situated  on  the  canal  ? — On  the  canal. 

1060.  Look  at  this  plan  ;  is  there  not  a  private  road  from  this  mill  which 
touches  the  canal  ?— I  do  not  know. 

1061.  Where  is  the  point  where  Mr.  Dickinson  requires  the  drawback? — 
According  to  the  notice  which  has  been  given  in  to  my  office,  it  states  as  intended 
to  be  delivered  at  Home  Park  MiU,  to  be  consumed,  as  we  have  understood,  in 
the  mill ;  the  mill  and  the  whole  of  his  works  being,  by  observations  that  I  have 
made,  within  the  London  district ;  hence  the  refusal  to  allow  the  drawback. 

0.49,  M  3  1062.  Chairman.} 


Digitized  by 


Google 


94  MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE  TAKEN  BEFORE  THE 

'M.r.  J.  n.  Scott,         iou-2.  Chairman.']   What  do  you  mean    by    ^'observations  that  you  have 

made"? — When  Air.  Dickinson  first  saw  me  with  reference  to  this,  I  went 

«6  May  185.3.      down  to  King's  Langley  to  see  the  proper  position  of  Home  Park  Mill. 

1063.  Is  there  a  stone  up  to  mark  the  position? — Yes,  and  Home  Park  Mill 
is  within  that  line,  within  the  district  of  20  miles.  It  would  make  no  difference 
if  there  is  a  private  road,  so  far  as  drawback  is  concerned. 

1064.  Mr.  Lowe.']  Supposing  Mr.  Dickinson  demanded  the  drawback  fen* 
coals  landed  there,  you  know  perfectly  well  that  they  would  be  consumed 
within  the  circle ;  under  what  section  of  the  Act  have  you  a  right  to  refuse 
the  drawback  ? — ^The  Act  states  that  if  I  have  any  doubt  1  may  refuse,  and  refer 
the  matter  to  the  committee  as  their  organ. 

1065.  What  section  are  you  speaking  of;  admitting  they  are  going  to  be 
consumed  vnthin  the  circle,  on  Mr.  Dickinson's  private  land,  and  admitting 
that  he  intends  to  consume  them  within  the  circle,  will  you  refer  to  the  section 
of  the  Act  which  gives  you  the  power  to  refuse  the  drawback? — I  refused, 
because  I  knew  it  to  be  within  20  miles  of  the  General  Post  Office. 

io66.  Where  is  your  authority  in  the  Act  to  refuse,  in  the  case  put? — I 
believe  it  is  a  general  discretion  contained  in  the  latter  part  of  the  43d  section 
of  the  Act. 

1067.  The  section  that  applies  is  the  30th,  and  there  I  find  this,  *'Th«t 
upon  and  from  the  1st  day  of  October  next  after  the  passing  of  this  Act,  a 
drawback  of  12  pence  per  ton  shall  be  allowed  upon  all  sea-borne  coals,  which 
without  having  been  previously  landed,  shall  be  conveyed  by  any  other  vessel 
or  by  any  canal  or  inland  navigation  to  any  place  situate  more  than  20  miles 
from  the  General  Post  Office."  There  is  nothing  said  in  that  clause  about 
whether  they  shall  be  carried  inside  the  circle  again  or  not  ? — Mr.  Dickinson 
has  never  given  me  a  notice  yet  for  coal  landed  beyond  Home  Park  Mill,  and 
beyond  20  miles  from  the  General  Post  Office,  having  reference  to  Home  Park 
Mill. 

1068.  Chav'fnan.'\  With  reference  to  the  point  as  to  Mr.  Dickinson  net 
having  given  you  notice  of  the  coals  being  earned  beyond  the  area,  did  you  not 
say  that  you  had  given  the  lock-keeper  instructions  not  to  give  a  certificate  ?— 
Home  Park  Mill  is  a  place  within  the  area  of  20  miles,  and  the  instruction  was 
a  general  one  to  the  lock-keeper  to  refuse  the  certificates  on  coals  landed  within. 

1069.  Mr.  W.  Miles.]  If  it  was  to  be  consumed,  and  delivered  at  Home  Park 
Mill,  it  might  as  well  be  delivered  and  consumed  seven  miles  nearer  London  ? — 
Yes,  without  doubt. 

1070.  Sir  H.  Meux.']  Under  what  section? — Any  of  the  t^ections  that  state 
that  a  drawback  shall  oe  allowed  when  delivered  beyond  20  miles  from  the 
General  Post  Office. 

1071.  Mr.  Lawe.l  You  said  you  would  take  it  on  the  supposition  that  Mr. 
Dickinson  has  never  given  you  the  right  notice ;  but  suppose  he  had  given  you 
notice  of  landing  on  the  private  road,  have  you  any  authority  under  this  Act  to 
refuse  him  the  drawback  ? — ^The  end  of  the  30th  section  is  to  this  eflFect :  "  Upon 
the  arrival  of  the  barge  containing  such  coals  at  the  look  within  the  London 
district,  nearest  the  extremity  thereof,  the  lock-keeper  of  such  lock  shall  fill  up 
and  deUver  to  the  master  of  such  barge,  for  delivery  to  the  consignee  of  such 
coal  at  such  place  of  delivery  as  aforesaid,  a  certificate  according  to  the  Form 
!No.  4,  in  Schedule  (B.),  to  this  Act  annexed ;  and  such  consignee  shall,  on  the 
receipt  of  such  lock  keeper's  certificate,  and  after  the  delivery  of  the  aforesaid 
coals,  enclose  to  the  applicant  claiming  such  drawback  a  certificate,  according 
to  the  Form  No.  5,  in  Schedule  (B.),  to  this  Act  annexed,  together  with  such 
lock-keeper's  certificate."  The  place  of  delivery  must  tally  with  the  notice 
given  ;  and  such  a  notice  would  excite  suspicion  and  call  for  inquiry,  ending 
possibly  in  the  refusal  to  entertain  the  claim. 

1072.  Sir  //.  Mtux.]  The  question  you  have  been  asked  is.  what  part  of  the 
Act  gives  to  you  the  power  of  refusing  the  drawback  upon  coals  landed  without 
the  circle,  when  they  are  conveyed  within  the  circle? — There  seems  to  be 
nothing  having  reference  to  coals  so  placed  ;  but  the  Act  itself  directs  that  all 
coals  shall  pay  duty  coming  within  the  boundary,  unless  they  are  consumed 
beyond  the  distance  of  20  miles  from  the  General  Post  Office,  when  they  are 
exempt. 

1073.  Without  reference  to  Mr.  Dickinson,  the  same  thing  applies  to  Ware  ; 
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tke  coals,  are  carried  out  from  your  district  at  Ware,  where  they  can  receive  the    M^r.  /.  H.  Scoit. 
drawback,  and  if  they  are  brought  within  the  Hertford  district,  they  are  then  "• 

tattle  ?— Yes,  precisely  so.  ^^  ^^^  ^^^3. 

1074.  Will  you  show  by  what  clause  of  the  Act  you  have  the  power  of  taxing 
coals  again,  having  once  gone  out  ? — I  have  acted  upon  the  general  clause,  giving 
the  committee  discretion  to  refuse  the  drawback. 

1075.  Suppose  the  lock-keeper  at  Ware  were  directed  to  give  that  certificate 
on  all  coals  passing  through  his  lock,  whether  going  to  Hertford  or  not,  would 
you  refuse  the  drawback  ? — I  have  many  times  refused  the  drawback  on  coals 
going  from  Ware  to  Hertford,  where  the  certificate  has  been  wrongly  filled  up. 

1076.  Supposing  the  lock-keeper  at  Ware  was  to  give  any  party  a  certificate, 
should  you  refuse  the  drawback  if  you  had  ascertained  afterwards  that  no  coals 
were  brought  into  Hertford  ? — I  have  many  times  refused  the  drawback,  not- 
withstanding the  lock-keeper's  certificate,  upon  the  general  authority  of  the  Act, 
that  the  coaJs  w^re  not  taken  and  delivered ;  because  I  do  not  suppose  the  word 
^'  taken  "  to  mean  absolutely  taken  out  and  brought  in  again,  but  hondjide  taken 
and  delivered  beyond  the  district  of  20  miles  from  the  General  Post  Office. 

1077.  Can  you  give  an  instance  ? — To  Messrs.  Cory  &  Son  I  have  refused ; 
on  the  railway  it  would  be  the  same  thing.  I  have  refused  to  Mr.  Bell,  the 
secretary  of  the  Northumberland  and  Durham  Coal  Company,  on  behalf  of 
Mr.  Nicholas  Wood  and  others.  I  have  refused  to  allow  Mr.  Gripper  the  draw- 
back at  Hertford, 

1078.  You  did  that  under  the  general  clause? — Yes;  but  if  there  was  any 
doubt  as  to  where  these  coals  are  going  to,  then  there  is  a  power  for  me  to  call 
for  a  certificate  to  be  put  in. 

1079.  Mr.  LoweJ]  What  ckuse  is  that  under? — The  43d. 

1080.  Sir  H.  MeuxJ]  Has  that  power  ever  been  disputed? — I  beliete  Mr. 
Dickinson  disputed  that  power  ;  the  committee  have,  however,  always  exer- 
cised it. 

1081.  Chairmofi.]  That  is  the  coal  and  corn  committee  ? — Yes.  Mr.  Dickinson 
stated  he  should  bring  a  mandamus  either  against  the  committee  or  myself  to 
show  cause,  but  I  believe  he  has  not  proceeded  with  it. 

1082.  Of  how  many  persons  is  that  coal  and  corn  committee  composed? — 
Forty-one  members. 

1083.  Can  you  state  the  average  number  of  those  who  attend  the  business  ? 
-^It  is  not  in  my  department  at  aU. 

1084.  Do  they  not  depute  to  you  the  carrying  out  of  their  regulations?— 
Yes,  but  any  question  of  doubt  they  decide  themselves. 

.  1085.  You  say  there  are  41  members  of  that  coal  committee?— Yes. 

1086.  What  is  the  average  number^  or  thereabouts,  of  those  who  regularly 
attend  that  committee  ? — There  would  be  at  least  25  members  on  the  grand 
committee. 

1087.  Is  there  a  select  committee  of  that  grand  committee  ? — There  is  a  sub- 
committee. 

,  1088.  Does  not  that  sub-committee  do  aQ  the  work? — They  attend  to  all  that 
is  required  of  them  in  connexion  with  the  duties  of  my  office,  and  submit  their 
dddberations  to  the  decision  of  the  grand  committee, 

1089.  Is  there  a  secretary  to  that  sub-commiuee  r — Yes. 

1090.  You  receive  your  instructions  from  the  clerk  of  the  committee? — Yes, 
on  behalf  of  the  committee ;  every  warrant  that  issues  from  the  office  is  signed 
by  a  quorum  of  seven  gentlemen. 

109!.  Are  they  bound  to  be  present  ?— They  must  be  present,  or  they  could 
not  sign  their  names. 

1092.  There  is  no  instance  of  a  signature  being  got  ? — Certainly  not. 

1093.  Mr.  Alderman  Cubitt.]  Do  you  receive  your  instructions  from  the 
coal  committee  ?— Yes. 

1094.  In  carrying  out  those  instructions,  do  some  matters  arise  in  which  you 
have  a  doubt? — ^I  have  a  doubt  occasionally. 

1095.  What  do  you  do?— I  put  myself  in  communication  with  those  officers 
who  can  best  advise  me,  or  with  the  coal  and  corn  committee ;  the  chairman 
and  clerk  of  the  committee  are  most  cognizant  of  the  duties. 

1096.  Who  are  the  officers  ?— The  chairman  ;  the  City  solicitor ;  the  principal 
derk  to  the  chamberlain  ;  and  Mr.  Welton,  the  clerk  of  the  committee  generally. 
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Mr.  /.  R.  Scott.        1097.  Those  are  the  parties  you  refer  to,  and  not  to  the  sub-committee  itself? 

^       — Yes,  as  well  as  to  the  sub-committee. 

26  May  1853.  1098.  Were  you  present  when  this  was  discussed  at  the  grand  committee  ? — 

I  was. 

1099.  Was  there  a  large  number  present? — There  was  an  average  attend- 
ance, i  believe. 

1 1 00.  Mr.  Lowe.li  Was  there  a  written  notice  ? — Not  a  special  notice,  the 
decision  of  the  sub- committee  was  considered  and  confirmed  by  the  grand  com^ 
mittee. 

1101.  Do  you  mean  that  all  Mr.  Dickinson's  agent  laid  before  the  committee 
was  that  he  wanted  to  land  the  coals  within  the  circle,  and  expected  a  draw- 
back from  it  ? — He  wanted  to  receive  the  drawback,  because  the  coals  were 
taken  beyond  20  miles  from  the  General  Post  Office  and  landed.  1  stated  to  the 
committee  that  1  should  recommend  the  committee  to  call  for  a  certificate 
before  a  magistrate  to  ascertain  where  the  coals  were  consumed. 

1 1 02.  Will  you  not  reconsider  what  you  stated  just  now,  that  Mr.  Dickinson 
did  not  merely  give  you  notice  for  coals  to  be  taken  to  his  mill,  but  did  he  not 
state  that  they  were  to  be  landed  outside  the  circle  ? — I  caimot  admit  that 
notice  was  so  given,  although  from  conversation  with  Mr.  Dickinson's  agent 
(after  my  refusal  to  allow  the  claim),  that  it  was  Mr.  Dickinson's  intention  to 
land  them  and  cart  them  in. 

1103.  Did  you  not  state  that  he  merely  claimed  to  take  coals  within  the 
circle  ?— He  claimed  a  drawback  on  coals  taken  to  Home  Park  Mill. 

1104.  Would  it  not  very  materialiy  alter  the  question  submitted  to  the  com- 
mittee?— 1  recollect  Mr.  Dickinson  stating,  or  rather  Mr.  Barlow  on  his  behalf,^ 
that  the  coals  were  taken  to  a  spot  on  the  canal  which  was  a  distance  of  more 
than  20  miles  from  the  General  Post  Office,  that  was  not  however  in  the  claim. 

1 105.  Then,  of  course,  the  claim  was,  that  he  could  carry  them  to  his  own 
land,  to  his  own  mill,  within  the  circle?— Mr.  Dickinson  raised  a  claim  to  be 
entitled  to  the  drawback,  on  coals  delivered  at  Home  Park  Mill,  which  is  within 
the  circle. 

1106.  Chairman.']  Are  these  minutes  taken  before  that  select  committee? — 
I  have  no  doubt  about  it. 

1 1 07.  Mr.  Alderman  Cubitl.']  In  the  event  of  any  merchant  or  consumer  feel 
ing  himself  aggrieved,  can  he  appeal  from  you  to  the  committee?— I  invariably 
advise  them  to  have  recourse  to  that  proceeding.     There  are  members  of  the 
coal  trade  here  in  attendance  who  can  speak  to  the  usual  custon  upon  that  point. 

1 1 08.  You  say  that  with  regard  to  coals  at  Hertford,  if  they  are  to  be  carried 
out  and  consumed  beyond  the  district,  the  coal-merchant  is  allowed  the  draw- 
back ? — Yes,  on  behalf  of  the  consumers. 

1 109.  Have  you  not  said  with  regard  to  St.  Alban's,  that  that  could  not  be 
so  f— Yes,  because,  as  I  have  stated,  St.  Alban's  is  wholly  supplied  with  inland 
coals  northwards.  Coals  are  cheaper  northwards  of  St.  Alban's  than  they 
are  at  St.  Alban's  itself;  whereas  in  Hertford  coals  are  dearer  northwards  of 
Hertford  than  they  are  at  Hertford  itself.  The  state  of  the  trade  in  those  two 
places  is  reversed. 

1110.  But  if  coals  coming  inland,  on  arriving  at  St.  Alban's  have  paid  the 
duty,  what  is  the  reason  why  the  drawback  should  not  be  allowed  if  those  coals 
are  exported  ? — I  see  no  reason  whatever  it  should  not  be  allowed ;  such  a 
thing  is  not  likely  to  occur  on  account  of  the  nature  of  the  trade  ? 

1111.  Such  a  claim  has  never  been  made  r — No,  or  do  I  think  likely. 

Mr.  John  Jasper  G ripper ,  called  in ;  and  Examined. 

Mr.  J.j.Cripjjer.       1112.  Chairman.]    ARE    you    carrying  on  trade  as  a   coal  merchant   in 
— — —       Hertford  ? — Yes,  and  in  Ware  also. 

1113.  Ware  being  out  of  the  district,  do  the  coals  that  you  deal  in  there 
receive  the  drawback  ? — All.  coals  we  sell  at  Ware  we  receive  the  draw- 
back on. 

1114.  And  as  regards  the  town  of  Hertford? — We  do  not  receive  the  draw- 
back for  the  town  of  Hertford. 

1115.  In  the  event  of  your  supplying  coals  to  a  farmer^  or  any  private 
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gentleman  who  sends  his  team  in  with  com  to  load  back  with  coals,  do  you  re-  Mr.  J.  J.  Chipper. 

ceive  the  drawback  in  that  case  ? — We  make  a  return  once  a  month  to  the 

registrar,  and  we  receive  the  drawback.  26  May  1853. 

1116.  What  is  the  price  of  coals  that  you  are  supplying  at  this  moment  at 
Ware  ? — ^They  are  different  prices  at  Ware ;  the  best  Walls  End  coals  are 
20  8.  6d.  SL  ton. 

1117.  What  is  the  price  of  the  same  coal  at  Hertford  ? — Twenty-one  shillings 
and  sixpence  ;  we  make  1  s.  difference  between  the  price  at  Hertford  and  the 
price  at  Ware. 

1118.  Why  is  that  ? — In  consequence  of  the  duty. 

1119.  But  suppose  a  person  living  outside  the  area  of  taxation  buys  coals 
of  you  at  Hertford,  the  price  at  which  you  supply  him  would  be  21  ^.  6d.  ? — 
We  should  make  an  agreement  with  him  deducting  the  price  of  duty,  in  con- 
sequence of  being  allowed  it  from  the  City. 

1120.  Is  there  any  gentleman  you  can  name,  whom  you  are  supplying, 
withdrawing  that  1  s.  in  consequence  of  receiving  the  drawback  ? — We  are 
obliged  to  do  so  with  the  whole  of  the  gentlemen  living  out  of  the  district, 
otherwise  we  should  not  be  able  to  sell  these  coals  to  them ;  if  we  sell  any 
quantity  to  them,  such  as  four  or  five  tons,  or  a  waggon  load,  they  make  an 
agreement  as  to  the  price  of  the  coals,  or  their  steward  does  for  them  ;  of  course 
to  insure  their  custom  we  put  the  coals  as  low  as  we  can. 

1121.  Do  you  think  that  the  inhabitants  of  Hertford  are  at  all  aware  that 
this  drawback  is  granted  ? — No,  I  do  not  think  they  are, 

1122.  When  you  deduct  the  1^.,  you  do  so  to  insure  their  custom? — Yes, 
the  competition  between  the  Great  Northern  Railway  and  the  town  of  Hertford 
is  such,  that  of  course  every  1  s.  makes  a  difference.  We  think  it  is  a  very 
hard  case  that  we  should  be  obliged  to  pay  a  duty  at  Hertford,  when  they  do 
not  at  Ware.  We  looked  very  strictly  into  the  Act,  and  we  found  there  was  a 
clause  by  which  we  could  get  the  drawback,  which  made  it  a  matter  of  dis- 
cretion  with  the  corporation,  and  we  made  an  application  to  them  to  allow  it. 

1123.  Private  indiividuals  living  within  reach  of  Ware  and  Hertford  do  not 
send  for  coals  to  Ware  in  preference,  but  they  are  just  as  well  inclined  to  buy 
at  Hertford ;  they  send  to  Ware,  in  consequence  of  Ware  being  able  to  give 
them  that  drawback  of  1  s.  ? — Yes ;  for  instance,  Mr.  Newman  of  Watton  some^ 
times  takes  coals  from  Hertford  and  sometimes  from  Ware ;  of  course  we  allow 
him  the  coals  at  the  same  price  at  Hertford  as  we  allow  them  to  him  at  Ware. 
We  get  the  drawback  from  the  City. 

1 1 24.  Sir  //.  Meux.]  He  is  without  the  district  ? — ^Yes. 

1125.  Chairman.]  But  all.  parties  living  in  the  town  of  Hertford,  which  is 
within  the  district,  you  charge  with  the  1  s.  ? — We  charge  them  according  to 
our  advertised  prices.  Previous  to  the  passing  of  this  Act,  inland  coal  did  not 
pay  at  all ;  we  received  inland  coals  free.  I  think  we  commenced  receiving 
inland  coals  in  1850,  and  up  to  the  passing  of  this  Act,  which  is,  I  believe,  in 
1851,  we  did  not  piTy  duty  on  inland  coals  at  all,  and  received  nearly  1,000 
tons  without  paying  duty. 

1 1 26.  Can  you  give  any  evidence  as  to  the  effect  of  the  coal  tax  upon  the 
town  of  Hertford ;  does  it  cramp  the  trade  ?— I  cannot  give  any  distinct  evi- 
dence that  it  does  so,  because  we  get  the  allowance  of  the  drawback  from  the 
City  if  we  send  beyond.  We  do  not  find  it  does  cramp  the  trade ;  if  we  did  not 
receive  that  drawback,  it  would,  certainly. 

1 127.  How  long  have  you  received  that  drawback  ?— From  the  first  passing 
of  the  Act 

1128.  Is  that  given  generally  to  all  the  trade  of  Hertford  ? — ^Tbai  I  do  not 
know ;  we  only  had  to  look  out  for  ourselves. 

1129.  Have  you  any  special  agreement  with  the  Eastern  Counties  Railway 
Company  for  delivering  your  coals  ?— We  have  an  arrangement  for  the  delivery 
to  Hertford. 

1130.  Is  there  any  agreement  with  regard  to  coals  being  brought  into 
the  town  of  Hertford? — ^The  railway  does  not  bring  coals  into  the  town  of 
Hertford. 

1131.  Is  that  owing  to  any  agreement  with  them? — No,  the  coals  which 
come  into  the  town  of  Hertford  come  from  the  Northumberland  and  Durham 
Coal  Company's  wharf;  unless  parties  had  a  large  quantity  it  would  not  answer 
their  purpose  to  send  them  down. 
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Mr.  J.  X  Ofipper.       1 132.  Is  there  much  coiiipetition  with  you  in  the  town  of  Hertford  now,  owing 

■- -       to  coals  being  brought  from  Welwyn  bjr  the  Great  Northern  into  the  town  ? — 

«6  Umj  1853.      There  is  a  small  quantity  of  coal  which  comes  from  Welwyn  into  the  district. 

1133.  Before  the  opening  of  the  Great  Northern  you  supplied  the  whole  of 
that  district  ?— The  opening  of  the  Great  Northern  took  away  about  half  the 
trade  in  coals  from  Hertford. 

1 1 34.  Did  it  have  the  eflfect  of  lowering  the  price  of  coals  in  the  district  ?— 
No,  I  think  not ;  the  coals  have  been  higher  irrespective  of  the  Great  Northern, 
and  everything  else ;  the  coals  have  been  high  in  the  north. 

1 135.  Can  you  state  what  the  difference  of  price  is  now  as  against  four  years 
ago  ?— I  liiink  the  (ireat  Northern  opraed  in  1849  or  1860. 

1 136.  Can  you  give  us  the  price  then  ? — The  coals  are  higher  now  than  they 
were  then ;  however,  they  have  varied  very  much  indeed  since  that  time ;  they 
have  been  considerably  lower. 

1137.  Do  you  wish  the  Committee  to  understand  that  you  consider  the 
drawback  given  under  that  Act  as  completely  countervailing  the  duty  towards 
the  consumers  generally  of  the  district  ?  —  No. 

1 138.  Should  you  like  to  see  the  duty  off  coals  altogether,  or  the  reverse  .^— 
Decidedly  I  should  like  to  see  it  off,  we  find  it  a  great  hardship.  Not  only  the 
inland,  but  also  the  sea-borne  coals  that  sxe  put  on  the  railway  at  Lynn,  are 
now  obliged  to  pay  the  duty.  If  it  had  not  been  for  the  passing  of  this  Act 
we  should  not  pay  duty  at  all.  The  stone  was  fixed  and  the  City  boundary 
was  placed  at  Broxboume,  but  after  the  passing  of  this  Act  that  stone  was 
altered  and  removed. 

1 139.  Further  from  London  ?— Yes. 

1140.  Sir  H.  Mewc.']  Had  that  stone  been  placed  there  for  any  length  of 
time  ?  —  Many  years ;  in  feci  we  endeavoured  10  discover  when  it  was  first  placed 
there,  but  the  railway  people  did  not  keep  a  proper  record  of  the  placing  of  the 
stone,  and  we  could  not  discover  when  it  was  put  down.  There  cannot  be  a 
doubt,  that  it  was  placed  there  by  the  City  authorities,  because  it  had  the  City 
arms  upon  it,  and  is  a  similar  stone  to  the  one  in  use  now.  They  claimed  a  duty 
on  coals  coming  from  the  north ;  the  railway  company  made  a  branch  line,  so 
evaded  passing  this  stone ;  it  turns  round  again  and  comes  down  H^tford 
without  passing  the  stone. 

1141.  Chairman.']  Are  you  a  member  of  the  corporation  of  Hertford? — 
Yes. 

1 142.  Do  you  recollect  any  communication  passing  between  the  corporation 
of  Hertford  and  the  corporation  of  the  City  of  London  with  reference  to  the 
IMTospect  of  Hertford  being  exempt  under  an  agreement  ?— Yes ;  I  came  to 
London  once  or  twice,  and  had  interviews  with  the  own  and  coal  committee. 

1 143.  When  did  you  first  find  out  that  Hertford  was  not  to  be  exempt? — I 
cimnot  tell  exactly  the  date ;  it  was  previous  to  the  passing  of  the  Act.  We 
had  interviews  with  the  com  and  coal  committee,  and  we  were  in  hopes  that 
tiie  town  would  have  been  exempt.  The  matter  was  placed  in  the  hands  of 
Mr.  Cowper  and  the  Remembrancer,  and  they  were  to  confer  with  Lwd  John 
Manners,  who  was  then  in  the  Office  of  the  Woods  and  Forests. 

1 144.  Did  you  ever  imderstand  that  a  promise  had  been  actually  given  I — I 
was  told  so. 

1 145.  Not  officially  ? — No,  merely  in  conversation » 

1 146.  Sir  H.  Meiu.]  Was  that  befoi^  1861  ? — It  was  about  the  thnc  of  the 
passing  of  the  Act. 

1 147.  Chairman.]  Was  there  any  rejoicings  in  the  town  of  Hertford,  such 
as  bell-ringing,  or  anything  of  that  kind? — No,;  I  do  not  remember  that  there 
was. 

1 148.  Have  you  any  other  point  on  which  you  wish  to  oflFer  any  evidence  r — 
No  ;  we  feel  it  a  great  hardship  that  the  Government  should  allow  the  Great 

'  Northern  Company  to  compete  with  us  in  coals  as  a  railway  company. 

1 149.  Mr.  AJasierman.']  You  have  stated  that  there  was  no  official  commtmi- 
cation  passing  between  these  authorities  with  regard  to  Hertford  being  exempt 
firom  the  coal  duty  ?— No,  I  believe  not. 

1 150.  In  what  situation  was  the  town  of  Hertford  in  r^rence  to  the  coal 
duties,  previous  to  the  year  1846,  when  coals  weve  made  payable  within  20 
miles  from  the  General  Post-offioe  ?— Previously  to*  am  ceeftving  inlaad  ooals 
the  town  of  Hertford  paid  duty  on  all  coals. 
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.x.'\K'  P'lf'iii*^  *'"'"'' .""^  ^^"i^'  previously  to  the  passing  of  that  Apt,  pay  Mt.J.J.  Otipper. 
the  duty  ?—  Until  the  passing  of  the  last  Act,  it  paid  the  duty.  ^^ 

1 152.  By  the  Act  of  1851,  it  is  exempt  from  the  payment  of  duty  ?— Yes.  26  May  1853. 

1153.  Hertford  being  within  the  limits  is  still  liable  to  the  duty  ?— Hertford 
being  within  the  limits,  I  suppose  is  liable. 

1 154-  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  the  proportion  of  sea-borne  coal  conoumed 
in  the  town  of  Hertford  at  the  present  moment?— No,  it  is  difficult  to  say, 
because  the  town  of  Hertford  only  contains  6,000  inhabitants ;  consequently, 
a  large  portion  of  the  coals  which  come  to  Hertfi  rd  are  consumed  in  the  country 
around.  .  ^ 

1155.  Then  you  cannot  say  what  proporticm  of  sea-borne  is  consumed  ?— I 
think  about  4,000  tons. 

1 1 56.  Does  the  payment  of  the  duty,  in  your  opinion,  restrict  the  consump- 
tion in  Hertford  ? — No,  I  cannot  say  that  it  does,  because  we  have  no  means  of 
competing  in  any  otber  way. 

Mr.  Henry  Welton,  called  in ;  and  Examined. 

1157-  Chairman.]  ARE  you  a  member  of  the  coal  committee?-  I  am  a    Mr  ir  w^^ 
minuting  clerk  in  the  i  cm  n  Clerk's  Office.  mr.^.^efftm, 

1158.  Is  it  your  duty  to  attend  to  the  coal  and  com,  and  finance  com- 
mittee ? — Yes. 

1 159.  And  the  select  committee  also  ? — Yes,  it  is  my  duty  to  attend  lo  the 
whole  of  the  business. 

I  160.  It  has  been  stated  that  the  coal  and  com  committee  is  composed  of 
41  members,  is  that  correct?— Forty-two  at  the  present  time. 

1161.  How  is  the  sub-committee  formed  r — It  is  appointed  monthly. 
1  1 62.  C!onsisting  of  hpw  many  ? — Twelve. 

1163.  And  to  them  is  referred  all  the  work?-- -No,  at  every  monthly 
grand  committee  it  is  referred  to  them  to  go  down  to  the  Coal  Exchange, 
and  examine  the  accounts  for  the  previous  month  of  the  clerk  and  collector, 
and  the  clerk  and  registrar. 

1 164.  Do  these  questions  of  the  granting  of  drawback  come  before  that 
conamittee  ? — Yes. 

1 165.  Before  the  sub-committee  ? — Yes. 

1166.  What  do  they  do  with  those  applications?-- The  sub-committee 
examine  Mr.  Scott's  account  and  applications  for  drawback ;  and  if  approved, 
recommend  them  to  the  grand  committee  for  the  warrants  to  be  signed  for  the 
payment  of  the  drawback. 

1 167.  Does  Mr.  Scott  state  his  objections  where  the  drawback  is  refused,  and 
are  those  objections  considered  by  the  sub-committee  ? — ^Yes. 

1 168.  Does  that  sub-committee  keep  a  minute  book  ?— Yes. 

1 1 69.  And  are  the  proceedings  of  the  day  entered  into  that  minute  book  ? — 
Yes ;  and  all  their  proceedings  need  the  confirmation  of  the  monthly  grand 
committee. 

1170.  Were  you  present  when  the  agent  of  Mr.  Dickinson  appeared  before 
that  sub-committee  ? — ^Yes ;  I  am  not  sure  whether  it  was  a  monthly  sub-com- 
mittee or  not ;  I  believe  it  was  ;  it  was  at  Guildhall. 

1 171.  Do  you  remember  whether  there  were  a  good  many  of  the  members 
present  ? — Six  or  seven,  I  should  think,  to  the  best  of  my  recollection. 

1721.  Were  there  minutes  taken  of  the  proceedings  of  that  day  ?— Yes. 

1173.  Can  you  recollect  the  exact  claim  which  Mr.  Dickinson  made  ? — There 
was  a  >tatement  made  by  the  gentleman  who  attended  on  the  part  of  Mr. 
Dickinson,  and  the  locality  of  his  premises  was  examined,  and  the  Committee 
expressed  an  opinion  that  there  was  no  claim  for  the  drawback. 

1 1 74.  Was  the  claim  made  by  Mr.  Dickenson  on  the  ground  of  his  coals 
being  landed  upon  his  own  land  outside  the  area  of  taxation,  although  consumed 
afterwards  within  the  area  of  taxation  in  his  own  mill  ? — 1  do  not  recollect  the 
exact  terms  of  the  application ;  the  committee  were  of  opinion  that  the  coals 
were  not  consumed  beyond,  and  therefore  they  could  not  allow  the  drawback. 

1 175.  Was  that  application  made  in  writing,  or  only  vivd  vocef — I  think  a 
gentleman  attended  ;  I  do  not  think  there  was  anything  in  writing ;  there  had 
been,  probably,  letters  previously. 

1 1 76.  Woidd  that  appear  in  the  minutes  ? — Yes. 
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Mr.  H.  Wilion.         1 1 77.  The  application,  and  the  mode  in  which  it  was  made  ? — Certainly. 

J 1 78.  Could  those  minutes  be  produced  before  this  Committee  ? — Yes. 

26  May  1853.  1 179.  Mr.  Alderman  Cubitt.^  Without  talking  about  the  construction  of  the 

Act  of  Parliament,  whether  the  committee  were  right  or  wrong,  is  it  not  the 
fact  that  if  the  drawback  were  allowed  in  this  case,  there  would  be  no  reason 
why  the  drawback  should  not  be  allowed  on  all  coals  landed  there  to  any 
amount  whatever,  and  brought  within  the  area  of  taxation  to  any  place  ? — 
No  doubt. 

1 1 80.  That  is  your  opinion  ? — Yes. 

1 181.  Cfiairman.]  You  were  understood  to  say  that  the  committee,  in  giving 
this  drawback,  take  into  consideration  not  whether  the  coals  are  carried  beyond 
the  area  of  taxation,  but  whether  they  are  ultimately  to  be  consumed  beyond 
the  area  of  taxation  ? — "  Delivered  and  consumed  "  have  been  the  words  gene- 
rally employed. 

1 182.  They  allow  the  drawback  only  when  they  are  satisfied  that  the  coals 
are  to  be  consumed  beyond  the  area  of  taxation  ;  the  statement  of  their  being 
carried  beyond  the  limits  would  not  give  the  claim  to  drawback  ? — Certainly 
not,  if  delivered  beyond. 

1 1 83.  On  going  out  of  the  area  of  taxation  by  a  public  road,  have  you  any 
means  of  knowing  where  they  are  to  be  consumed  ?— No,  I  apprehend  not. 

1 1 84.  In  that  case  the  drawback  would  be  allowed  ? — An  exemption  or 
return  of  duty  might  be  allowed. 
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of  I  he  Act  of  1  &  2  Will.  4,  c.  76,  to  the  5lh  January  1853 p.  180 

^o.  8. — Account  of  Monies  received  and  paid  by  the  Chamberlain  of  the  City  of  London,  ia 
respect  of  Rebuilding  London  Bridge,  Removing  the  Old  Hridge,  and  for  Improving  existing 
Approaches,  and  forming  new  Approaches  to  the  said  Bridge,  from  the  13th  February  1824  to 
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}Ho,g, — Return  of  the  Ground  Rentff,  to  whom  Paid;  Leases  Granted;  Amount  of  Ground 
Renis  sold,  and  to  what  Purnose  applied,  whether  in  Liquidation  of  Debt,  or  otherwise;  from 
the  Year  1832  to  the  Year  1852,  both  inclusive        -        - P-  191 

No.  10. — Return  of  the  Receipt  and  Expenditure  for  Improving  the  Site  of  the  Royal  Exchange 
and  the  Avenues  adjoining  thereto,  in  pursuance  of  the  Acts  1  &  2  Vict.  c.  100,  and  s  ^^  Vict, 
c.  101,  from  C  July  1839  to  31  December  1852       •        " P«  19C 

}jliy^  11. — Return  of  the  Incon^e  and  Expenditure  in  relation  to  Improvements  authorised  by 
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No.  13 — Return  of  the  Licome  and  Expenditure  in  respect  of  Improvements  authorised  to  be 
effected  in  pursuance  of  the  Acts  of  Pailiament,  13  k  14  Vict.  c.  103«  and  14  &  15  Vict.  c.  , 
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Improvements  authorised  to  be  made  by  the  Clerkenwell  Improvement  Commissioners,  from  the 
passingof  the  first-mentioned  Act  to  31  Decembtr  1852    -        -        -        -        -        -p.  198 

No.  14. — Returns  of  Income  and  Expenditure  in  each  Year  to  the  31st  December  1852,  in 
relation  to  the  Market  established  lor  the  Sale  of  Coals,  and  for  regulating  the  Vend  and  Deli- 
very of  Coals  within  the  Cities  of  London  and  Westminster,  and  in  certain  parts  of  the  Counties 
of  Middlesex,  Surrey,  Kent,  and  Essex,  in  aid  of  which  purposes  the  Coal  Duty  of  One  Penny 
per  Ton  was  applied  until  the  close  of  the  Year  1845        -        -        •        -        -        -    p.  ^99 
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No.  15. — Coal  Market  Fund : — Returu  of  the  Ground  Rents,  to  whom  Paid,  Leases  Granted, 
Amount  of  Ground  Rents  Sold,  and  to  what  Purpose  applied      -         -        -        -        *     P*  3oa 

No.  16.— Return  of  the  Cost  of  Opening  the  Coal   Exchange,  stating  from  what  Fund  Paid, 

p.  20a 

No.  17. — Return  of  the  Income  and  Expenditure  of  the  Duty  of  One  Penny  per  Ton  on  Coals, 
from  the  1st  January  1846  (the  period  when  such  Duty  became  applicable  to  Metropolitan 
Improvements)  to  the  31st  December  1852      ----*.        ..p.  202 

No.  18. — Account  of  all  Monies  which  have  been  raised  for  Public  Works  executed.  Buildings 
erected,  or  Street  Improvements  effected,  out  of  the  Coal  Duties  receivable  by  the  Corporation 
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partake  of  a  Mixed  Character,  being  for  the  benefit  of  the  City  as  well  as  of'^  the  adjoining 
Districts ;  stating  also  the  PuMic  B^es  or  Peraoos  entroated  by  Pariiameot  with  the  execulm 
of  such  Works  and  Iraprovemeuts  •-••-••-••p.  sq^ 

No.  19. — Return  of  the  Date  of  each  Improvement  in  the  Metropolis  Chargeable  to  the  Coal  Tax, 

p.  207 

No.  30. — Return  of  the  Income  derived  annually  since  1832  from  Coal  Duty,  distinguishing 
the  Amount  derived  from  Inland  Coal,  from  that  derived  from  Coal  entering  the  Port  of 
London : 

Duty  of  8  d.  per  Ton  ---.-------.    p,  ^gg 

'  Duty  of  4  if.  per  Ton  ----------..p.  ^iq 

Duty  of  1  d.  per  Ton .....p^  21q 

Ho.  31. — The  Coal  Duty  of  4  (f.  per  Ton,  with  reference  to  tlie  Chargaa  apon  k,  effiKted  by  die 
Corporation  of  London,  for  public  Improvements      -        -        -        -         -        •        -p.  311 

No.  23. — ^The  Chamberlain's  Establishment,  Emolument,  or  Fee  Fund  Account    -        -    p.  3it 
The  Suiplus  Profits  Account .-        -        -    p.  J313 

Return  showing  the  Quantity  of  Inland  Coals  carried  on  the  Grand  JimctioD  Canal,  and 
brought  wtthia  the  London  District,  for  the  Years  1831  to  1853  -        -        •        -    p«  214 

Annun  IReturn  of  the  Quantity  of  Coals  brought  within  the  London  District,  from  the  Year 
1831  to  31  December  1852  : 

jciaiteRi  Coua^s  Railway     -.-...        ....p.  31^ 

Great  Western  Railway         -        -        -        -        -        -        -        .        -        -p.ai5 

Appendix,  No.  3. 

Metropolis  Improvements :  Spitalfields  Gxtension. — Account  showing  the  Amounts  advanced  by 
the  Bank  of  England  on  the  Security  of  the  1  d.  Coal  Duty,  for  the  purposes  of  the  above 
Lnprovement,  the  Rate  of  Interest  pai^  for  the  same,  and  the  Principal  repaid  up  to  the 
30th  June  1853 p.  ^15 

Appendix,  No,  4. 

Return,  showing  the  Statutes  and  Acts  of  Parliament  by  and  under  which  Ae  Coal  Tax  is  levied 
over  the  Area  extended  in  1850;  tue  Amount  of  Income  and  Bxpenditnre;  the  Mode  of  Col- 
lection, and  the  Cost  of  the  same ;  the  Mode  of  Expenditure,  showmg  each  Item  or  Head  under 
which  the  Expenditure  takes  place ;  Amount  of  Supply,  showing  each  Coal  Dbtrict  from  whidi 

'  it  is  derived,  and  the  Amount  from  each ;  the  Cost  ot  each  Improvement  made  in  the  Metro- 
polis, and  Paid  for  out  ot,  or  to  be  Charged  to,  the  Coal  Tax ;  the  Ground  Rents ;  to  whom 
Paid ;  Leases  Granted  ;  Amount  of  Ground  Rents  Sold  -y  to  what  Purposes  applied,  whether  to 
Liquidation  of  Debt,  or  otherwise ;  the  Cost  of  Brection  of  Coal  Exchange ;  out  of  what  Funds 
Paid;  Proceeds  of  Standings  and  Offices,  6cc.,  how  Applied;  Cost  of  0[>ening  Coal  Exchange; 
from  whac  Fund  Paid ;  (so  far  as  regards  the  Improvements  under  the  Charge  of  the  Commis- 
sioners of  Her  Majesty's  Works,  &c.)      -        -        -        -        -        -        -        -        -p.  316 

Appendix*  No.  5. 

Papers  delivered  m  by  Mr.  John  Dickinson,  5  May  1853: 

Li^t  of  Towns  and  Villages  in  the  Neighbourhood  of  London,  the  Inhabitants  of  which  are 
subject  to  the  Tax  of  One  Shilling  and  One  Penny  for  every  Too  of  Coals  they  consume, 
whether  brought  through  the  Port  of  London,  or  from  any  other  Place  whatsoever  -  p.  217 
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Appendix,  No.  5 — c^fOinutd. 

Account  of  the  Amount  of  Duties  received  upon  Inland  Coals  brought  b^  all  Modes  of  Guar 
▼ejaoce  into  London,  and  the  Amount  paid  for  Drawback*  both  Foreign  and  Inland,  since 
the  Year  1838  inclusive,  at  which  ^noA  Drawback  was  first  allowed  upon  Duties  received 
by  the  Corponoion  on  their  account  or  otherwise        ...--•    p.  218 

Appendix,  No.  6. 

Statement  of  the  Quantity  of  Com  Is  brought  into  the  London  District  by  Railways : 

Great  Northern  Railway,  from  August  1850  to  31st  March  1853     -        -        -  -     p.  219 

London,  Brighton  and  South  Coast  Railway,  from  rfae  yeiUr  1831,  inclusife        -  •     p.  3 19 

London  and  South-Westem  Railway,  from  the  year  1831  to  1852    -        -        -  -p.  219^ 

Appendix,  No.  7- 

Account  of  the  Total  Amount  contributed  out  of  the  Property  and  Estates  of  the  Corporation  of 
London  for  Public  Purposes  and  Improvements,  irrespective  of  the  Coal  Duties  and  of  the 
Amount  of  the  Fourpenny  Coal  Duty,  the  Property  of  the  Corporation,  contributed  voluntarily 
towards  such  Objects  since  the  passing  of  the  Act  $  ^  (^  William  and  Mary       -        •    p.  220 

Appendix,  No.  8. 

Statement,  showing  the  Tears  thmng  which  the  ii'piLLtivt  Raihray  Companies  commenced  paying 
Duties  to  the  Corporation  on  account  of  Coals  brought  within  the  Limits  of  the  Boundary ;  also 
the  Quantities  so  brought       -        -        -        -        -         -        -        -        -        -        -p,  221 

Statement,  showing  the  Quantity  of  Inland  Coal  liable  to  Duty  that  during  the  Tear  1852  was 
brought  by  the  Urand  Junction  Canal  and  delivered  between  the  spot  where  the  Boundary 
Stone  was  originally  placed  and  where  it  at  pre^nt  stands,  as  compared  with  the  Quantity  of 
Seaborne  Coal  (on  which  a  Drawback  has  been  allowed)  that  has  been  conveyed  beyond  the 
Limits  of  Twenty  Miles  from  the  General  Post-office,  during  the  same  Period    -        -    p*  2*21 

Statement,  showing  the  Gross  Imports  by  Railways  and  Canal  (Seaborne  excluded^  during  tlie 
Year  1852,  as  compared  witi*  the  Grof^s  Amount  of  Kzemptions  and  Drawbacks  allowed  during 
the  said  Period,  in  conformity  with  the  Provisions  of  the  Act  14  &  15  Vict.  c.  146  (1851), 

p.  2il 

Comparative  Statement,  showing  a  List  of  Towns  within  and  beyond  the  Boundary  of  Twenty  Miles 
from  the  General  Post-office,  that  by  the  operation  of  the  Act  14  &  15  Vict.  c.  146,  have  been 
rendered  liable  to  the  Payment  of  Duties  on  Coals  brought  within  the  Limits,  or  entitled  to 
receive  a  Drawback  of  the  Duties  on  Coals  conveyed  beyond p.  222 

Appendix,  No.  9. 

Statement,  showing  the  Approximate  Quantities  on  which  a  Drawback  has  been  allowed,'  during 
the  Year  1852,  on  Coals  conveyed  beyond  the  Port  of  London,  and  the  Limits  of  the  London 
District        ------         --.....-p,  222 

Statement,  showing  the  Quantities  on  which  an  Exemption  or  Return  of  Duties  have  been 
allowed,  during  the  Year  1 852,  on  Coals  conveyed  beyond  the  Limits  of  the  London  District, 

p.  222 

Appendix,  No.  10. 

Paper  delivered  in  by  Mr.  B.  Scott : 

Statement  of  the  Pensions  granted  by  the  Corporation  of  London  to  Deputy  Sea  Coal  Meters, 
upon  the  Abolition  of  their  Offices,  by  the  operation  of  the  Act  1  &  2  "Will.  4,  c.  76,  stating 
when  the  said  Pensions  were  granted,  and  ihe  Length  of  Service  of  each  Pensioner;  also 
how  many  of  the  said  Pensioners  survived  on  the  1st  January  1853,  and  the  Amount  ol'  their 
Annual  Pensions  still  payable p.  223 

Appendix,  No.  II. 

Return  of  the  Sums  charged  by  Parliament  on  the  produce  of  the  Coal  Duties  in  force  previously 
to  the  Act  1  &  2  Will.  4,  c.  76  (Local  and  Personal),  and  remnining  unpaid  on  the  31  si  day  of 
December  1831  ;  the  Sums  subsequently  so  charged,  specifying  the  Acte  of  Parliament  by 
Authority  of  which  they  have  been  raised,  and  the  rurposes  for  which  the  Money  was 
expended,  and  the  Amount  of  the  Principal  Sums  respectively  charged  on  the  Coal  Duties  and 
remaining  due  on  the  5th  January  1853 p.  226 
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Appendix,  No.  12. 

Return  of  the  Sums  chargeable  and  actually  raised  under  the  provisions  of  the  Acts  9  ^  lo  Vict, 
c.  34,  and  13  &  14  Vict.  c.  109,  by  which  Powers  were  given  to  Her  Majesty's  Commissioners 
of  Works  to  make  certain  Improvements  in  Spitalfields ;  specifying  the  Date  of  each  Loan,  the 
Rate  of  Interest,  the  Repayments  (if  any),  and  the  Balance  of  Pnncipal  and  Interest  remaining 
due  on  the  5th  January  1853 ;  also,  an  Account  of  the  mode  in  whicn  the  Monies  raised  under 
the  said  Acts  have  been  £x[iended,  to  the  same  Date       •••••-    p.  339 

Appendix,  No.  13. 
Mr.  Warren's  Opinion,  20  April  1853         »...*-..•    p.  230 
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Appendix,  No.  I 


RETURNS  showing  the  Amount  of  any  Municipal  or  other  Duties  per  Ton  levied  on 
CoALSy  to  whom  such  Duties  are  Paid,  and  in  what  Manner  applied ;  and  the  Total 
Amount  of  such  Duties  in  the  Years  1851  and  1852. 


ABERDEEN  HARBOUR. 

The  shore  or  harbour  dues  levied  on  coals  at  Aberdeen,  and  payable  to  the  Commis- 
sioners for  the  Improvement  of  the  Harbour  of  Aberdeen,  are  3|  d.  per  ton. 

The  metage  dues  payable  to  the  Harbour  Commissioners,  and  applied  in  payment  of 
meters*  wages,  providing  and  upholding  weights  and  measures  for  weighing  the  coals,  are 
1|  d.  per  ton. 

For  Year  from  September  1850  to  September  1851 : 

£.      s.    d. 

The  amount  of  shore  dues  on  coals  was  -        -        -     2,029     5  11 

Metage  dues  for  same  period    -----      1,009  16  10 

Total     -    •    -    £.  3,03i)    2    9 


For  Year  from  September  1851  to  September  1852  : 

The  amount  of  shore  dues  on  coals  was  -        -        -     1,9 1 6 

Metage  dues  for  same  period      ----- 


Total 


2     5 
954    3    - 

-     -     £.  2,870     5     5 


19  March  1853. 


Alexander  Reid, 

Harbour  Collector  and  Treasurer, 

Port  of  Aberdeen. 


BERWICK-UPON-TWEED. 
Municipal  Duties        -        -        -    None  of  any  kind. 


OTHER    DUTIES. 

To  whom 
Payable. 

Total  Amount  of  Dutiea. 

AMOUNT. 

In 

what  4l<uiner 

ApplM. 

1851. 

1852. 

Export 

or 
Import. 

Ton- 
nage. 

Duties. 

Export  1  Too- 
Import.   1 

Duties. 

3dL  per  dial, 
dron. 

-  .  To  the  Commis- 
■iofiera    of  Berwick 
Harbour,  nnder  48 
Geo.  3,  c.  104. 

i 
-  -  For    re-building  and  '  Export - 
maintaining  the  pier,  and  1 
improving  the  harbour  of    Import  - 
Berwick-upon-Tweed.         | 

1,175 
1,890 

£,   i.    <L 
11  16     - 

18  18    - 

1 

! 

Export.  '  1,165 

Import  -     1,824 

^1 

11  13    - 
18     4    9^. 

If,  B. — I  have  not  applied  for  nor  obtained  any  return  from  the  Collector  of  Customs  of  duties 
on  coals  collected  for  the  public  revenue;  nor  does  the  above  return  meddle  with  turnpike  tolls- 
on  coals  coining  into  or  going  out  of  the  borough  in  carts  or  carriages,  the  amount  of  which 
cannot  be  ascertained. 

R,  Home^ 
14  March  1858.  Town  Clerk,  and  Clerk  of  the  Peace. 
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TOWN  OF  BRIGHTON. 

Thb  Brighton  Town  Act  (6  Geo.  4,  c.  179,  s.  163)  enacts,  "  That  there  shall  be  paid  to 
the  Commissioners  acting  under  the  authority  of  the  said  Act,  any  rate  or  duty  which  the 
said  Commissioners  shall  think  fit  to  order  and  direct,  not  exceeding — 

"  For  every  chaldron  of  36  bushels  of  coals  or  culm,  3  s. 

'*  For  every  chaldron  or  like  quantity  in  number  of  bushels  of  eoke,  Is.  6d. 

"  For  every  chaldron  or  like  quantity  in  number  of  bushels  of  cinders  and  ashes,  Is, 

"  And  for  every  bushel  of  charcoal  1  rf.,  and  so  in  proportion  for  a  less  quantity  of  the 
said  several  and  respective  articles  which  shall  or  may  be  landed  on  the  beach  of 
the  said  town,  or  in  any  other  manner  by  land  carriage,  or  otherwise  brought  or 
delivered  within  the  limits  of  the  said  town." 

By  virtue  of  an  inquisition  of  the  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions  for  the  Eastern  Division  of 
the  County  of  Sussex,  holden  in  the  year  1836,  and  by  the  order  of  the  Commissioners  of 
the  6th  day  of  January  1836,  the  following  rates  or  duties  were  ordered  and  appointed^ 
Til.  : 

On  coals,  2  s.  6rf.  per  ton. 

On  culm,  2  s,  per  ton. 

On  coke,  is.  2d.  per  chaldron. 

On  cinders  and  ashes,  9  d.  per  chaldron. 

On  charcoal,  j  d,  per  bushel. 

These  duties  are  collected  and  received  by  the  Commissioners,  or  their  collector  or 
collectors. 

By  the  117th  section  of  the  said  Act  it  is  enacted,  **  That  all  the  rates,  tolls,  duties, 
assessments,  and  impositions,  which  are  by  this  Act  authorised  to  be  rated,  levied,  assessed, 
or  imposed  by  the  said  Commissioners  (except  the  rate  for  watering  as  aforesaid)  shall, 
when  received,  be  consolidated  into  and  form  one  fund,  and  be  applicable  by  the  Commis- 
sioners to  be  appointed  by  virtue  of  this  Act,  for  the  general  purposes  thereof." 


Amount  of  Town  Duty  levied  under  the  authority  of  the  Brighton  Town  Act  (6  Geo.  4, 
c.  179),  upon  Coals,  Culm,  Coke,  Cinders,  and  Charcoal,  in  the  Years  1851 
and  1852. 


'    1851: 
57,920  tons  7  cwt.  of  coals,  at  2  «.  6  d. 
201  tons  6  cwt.  3  qrs.  of  culm,  at  2  s. 
6,625  chaldrons  of  coke,  ^tls.  2d. 
10     -     ditto      of  cinders,  at  9  J. 
3,390)  bushels  of  charcoal,  at  j  cf. 


1852  : 
62,852  tons  of  coals,  at2£.6J.  - 
154  tons  1 1  cwt  1  qr.  of  culm,  at  2  «.   - 
7,054 15  chaldrons  of  coke,  atls.  2c2.- 

15      -      ditto        of  cinders,  at  9  rf.     -        -         -         -         - 
2,322  bushels  of  efaareoai,  at  |  cf» 

£. 


£.  5.    d. 

7,240  -  10 

20  2     8 

386  9     1 

-  7     6 

10  11   11 


7,657  12     - 


£.  s. 

d. 

7,856  10 

- 

15  9 

10 

411  10 

4 

-  11 

3 

7  5 

1 

^ 

8,291  6 

6 

Brighton  23  March  1853. 


Lewis  Slight, 
Clerk  to  the  Commissioners. 


CHICHESTER. 

Amount  per  Ton. — 4d.  per  chaldron ;   per  ton,  4d.,  less  one-sixth*     Msm. — Members 
of  the  old  Corporation  pay  only  one  half  dues. 

To  whom  Paid. — Municipal  Corporation. 

How  Applied. — As  part  of  the  city  fund.     The  Corporation  provide  buojs,  &c.,  and 
namtain  a  quay,  used  for  landing  and  shipping,  without  charge. 

Total  Amounts.— 1851,122/.  135.  Id.;  1852,  139/.  lU.  3d. 

James  Powell, 

19  March  1853.  Town  Clerk. 
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TOWN,  PORT,  AND  BOROUGH  OF  DOVER. 


Apptf>4iz,  Mu.  I, 


Amoant  of 

Coal  Duties,  ke. 

per  Ton. 

t 
To  whom  Paid.   !     How  Applied. 

j 

Total  Amount 

1851. 

1852. 

Igt.  Coal  duty  of  U.  7d. 

2(L  To^n  droit  of   l^d^y 
from  which  droit  coals 
brought  in    vessels    be- 
longing to    the  port  of 
Dover,   and    to    certain 
other  ports   specified  in 
the  Dover  Harbour  Act, 
are  exempt. 

1 

-  -  To  the  Trea-     -  -  In  aid  of  the 
surer  of  the  Do-  ;  District      Fund 
ver  Local  Board  '  Account. 

of  Health. 

-  -  To  the  Trea-     -  -  In  aid  of  the 
surer  of  the  Bo-  ;  Borough  Fund, 
rough. 

i 

1 
1 

£.    s.    d. 
2,673     a     4 

44  18     9 

£.     A     d. 
2,068     a     9 

29  >4  lOi 

^ote, — 1st.  The  oeid  duty  of  I*,  id.  per  ton  is  kvied  by  ^mtot  of  certain  Local  Aots  for 
paving,  &c.  the  town.  On  the  application  in  1850  of  the  Public  Health  Act  to  Dover,  the  Com- 
missioners under  the  Local  Acts  ceased,  and  their  revenues  and  functions  were  transferred  to  the 
Corporation,  as  the  Local  Board  of  Health,  whereupon  these  coal  duties  (subject  to  a  debt  of 
28,724/.  chaij^ed  thereon,  and  on  certain  other  tolls  by  the  late  Commksioners  of  Paving),  fell  into 
the  District  Fund  Account. 

2d.  The  town  droit,  called  "  Coal  Money,''  has  existed  from  time  immemorial,  and  is  charged 
(together  with  other  property)  with  a  sum  of  840/.  25.  4</.,  balance  of  a  debt  of  1,500/.,  secured 
by  a  mortgage  thereof  made  by  the  old  Corpocration  prior  to  the  Munieipal  CorporatiouB  Act 

Thomas  Baker  Bass,  Town  Clerk. 


DUNDEE. 


Total  Amount  of  Duty 
leried  on  Coal  by  the 
Trustees  of  the  Har. 

Total  Amount  of      ! 
Duties  on  Scotch  Coals 
levied  by  the  Magis. 

trates  and  Town 

bouKof  r^»F!*^^j^  "'?^r 

,  Canncil  of  Dundee,  as 

Acts  of  Parliament, 

Patrons  of  the  Hospital 

YEARS. 

Rate  per  Ton. 

passed  for  Maintaining 
and  Improving  the 
Haidlomr  of  Dundee, 

Rate  per  Ton. 

and  Kirk  Fabric  of  that! 

Burgh,  and  applied 
towards  supporting  the 

Funds  of  the  Kirk 

TOTAL. 

and  applied  for  that 

purpose,  on  Coals  im. 

Fabric  and  the  Hospital 

pOTtadbySea. 

ormiaBi]i[«li        I 
reflpecttpsly. 

£.      *.    rf. 

1 

£.      *.  d. 

In  the  Yeta  1851 

3d.  ^  of »  penny 

2,055     5     2 

jthsof  apenny 

55-9 

2,110    5  if 

Ditto    -    1862 

It- 

1^996  18    3 

n              • 

38  13  11       ; 

1,935  12    a 

£-3,952    3    5 

£.93  14    8            ! 

1 

£.4,045  18     \ 

Coals  brought  to  Dundee  by  Railways. 

Besides  the  above,  the  subscriber  bavins:  applied  to  the  Managers        Rate. 
of  the   Dundee  and  Perth  Railway  Company,  and  Dundee  and 
Arbroath  Railway  Company,  by  which  coals  are  brought  into 
Dundee,  he  is  informed  that  there  were  brought  into  Dundee  by  i 
the  Dundee  and  Perth  Railway,  in  1851'  -         -         -        -    no  duty  - 

Ditto,  in  1852  -........-'„. 

And  by  the  Dundee  and  Arbroath  Railway  there  was  brought  into 

Dundee,  in  1861    --------         -'flrf.perton^ 

Ditto,  in  1852  -         - I;,        - 


Tons.  Ctot. 


4,072     0 
4,817     0 

4,757  13 
10,201     6 


23,847   19 


*  This  6  d.  per  ton  is  apparently  for  tl>e  carriage  of  the  coals,  as  it  is  reported  as  going 
to  the  revenue  account  of  the  railway. 


Wm,  Barry,  Town  Clerk. 
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TOWN  OF  HARWICH. 

One  penny  per  ton  is  levied  on  all  coals  delivered  in  the  town  of  Harwich,  and  the 
amount  is  applied  to  the  general  purposes  of  the  Borough  Fund  of  Harwich.  In  the  year 
1851,  the  total  amount  thereof  was  9/.  17«.  4<2. ;  and  in  the  year  1852,  the  total  amount 
thereof  was  11 /.  Ss.  Id.  There  is  also  the  sum  of  2  #.  per  chaldron  levied  on  all  coals 
landed  and  used  in  the  said  town  ;  the  sums  so  received  are  aoplied  to  the  general  purposes 
of  a  local  Act,  intituled  •*  An  Act  for  Paving,  Cleansing  Lis^hting,  Watching,  and  other- 
wise Improving  the  Town  of  Harwich,  in  the  County  of  tlssex ;  and  for  supplying  the  said 
Town  with  Water."  In  the  year  1851,  the  total  amount  so  raised  was  335/.  8  s.;  and  in 
the  year  1852,  the  total  amount  so  raised  was  308  L  1  5. 

Edward  Chapman, 
Harwich,  11  May  1852.  Town  Clerk. 


HASTINGS. 

Coals  and  Coke  imported  into  Hastings  from  1  January  1851  to  31  December  1852,  both 
inclusive,  with  the  Amount  of  Duty  thereon  and  Drawback  allowed  during  the  same 
Period  within  the  District  of  the  Hastings  Local  Board  of  Health :— • 

Tons.  cwts.  qrs. 
Coals   -    •    -    20,265     6     3  at  2  s.  4  rf.  per  ton 
Drawbacks  -      6,751  11     2  at  25.  4(2.  per  ton 

Coke     -    -    -  35     4     0  2iUls.  Sd.  per  ton 

Drawbacks  -  142     4     1  at  Is.  8 rf.  per  ton 

This  142  tons  4  cwt.  1  qr.  is  coke  converted  out  of  coals  by  the  Gas  Company  at 
Hastings. 

This  does  not  include  a  return  of  the  coals  and  coke  imported  into  the  whole  borough 
of  Hastings,  but  only  within  the  district  of  the  local  Board  of  Health.  For  a  return  of  the 
remafning  quantity  imported,  application  should  be  made  to  the  "  Clerk  to  the  Commissioners 
under  the  Town  of  St.  Leonard's  Improvement  Act." 

John  G.  Shorter,  Town  Clerk. 
15  March  1853. 


£.      «. 

d. 

-     2,384     2 

5 

794     5 

H 

2  18 

8 

11  17 

n 

KINGSTON-UPON-HULL. 


Amount  of  duty  received  by  Coal  Inspector  in   1851  on  50,568  £.    s.  d. 

chaldrons  of  coal,  at  1  J.  per  chaldron          .        -        -        -        .  210  14  - 
Amount  of  duty  received   by  Coal  Inspector  in    1852  on  39,912 

chaldrons  of  coal,  at  id.  -•       -------  166     6  - 

The  above  rate  or  duty  is  levied  by  virtue  of  a  local  Act  of  Parliament  passed  in  the 
50th  year  of  his  late  Majesty  George  3,  and  called  the  "  Myton  Improvement  Act." 

The  above  duty  is  now  paid  to  the  local  Board  of  Health  of  this  borough  by  the  Inspector 
of  Coals  (he  first  deducting  his  expenses,  salary,  &c.  therefrom),  and  the  Board  apply  the 
remainder  of  such  money  to  repairing  and  maintaining,  &c.  the  streets  of  this  borough. 

i.  C.  Tarn,  for  the  Town  Clerk 
12  March  1863. 


L  E  I  T  H. 

There  is  no  municipal  or  other  tax  levied  upon  coals  brought  within  this  burgh ;  such  as 
are  brought  by  sea,  like  every  other  article  which  is  imported,  pay  shore  or  harbour  dues, 
but  1  do  not  understand  these  to  be  of  the  nature  of  the  tax  to  which  the  order  has  refer- 
ence. W  I  should  be  mistaken  in  this,  I  beg  to  refer  you  for  any  information  you  may 
require  as  to  the  shore  dues  paid  for  coals  imported  into  the  harbour  to  the  "Commissioners 
of  the  Harbour  and  Docks  of  Leith,"  under  whose  administration  the  harbour  revenues  are 
placed. 

W.  Anderson,  Town  Clerk, 

12  March  1853. 
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MARGATE. 

Amount y  at  Ss.per  ton. 
Tons.  £.     s.    d. 

From  April  1850  to  5  April  1851     -     -     10,223  -        .         .     1,490  10     - 

„      April  1851  to  5  April  1852     -     -       9,863  ...     1,43717     - 

These  duties  are  levied  by  the  Margate  Pier  and  Harbour  Company,  under  the  authority 
of  the  52  Geo.  3,  c.  186,  and  are  applied  in  maintaining  the  pier,  harbour,  and  works 
belonging  thereto,  and  in  paying  the  interest  of  the  outstanding  debt  of  67,200  /. 

N^B.— -Coals  used  by  steam-boats,  included  in  the  above  amount,  are  charged  1^.  per 
ton  only,  and  a  drawback  of  25.  per  ton  is  allowed  upon  all  coals  sent  out  of  the  parish  of 
St.  John,  Margate. 

5.  S.  Chancellory  Clerk. 

11  March  1853. 


MONTROSE. 

The  duties  per  ton  levied  upon  coals  forms  part  of  the  revenue  of  the  Harbour  Trustees, 
collected  in  virtue  of  the  Acts  of  Parliament  mentioned  below ;  and  out  of  the  total  of 
the  harbour  rates,  the  Trustees  have  to  pay  600/.  a  year  to  the  Town  Council  for  the 
right  to  the  harbour,  conveyed  by  the  Corporation  to  the  Parliamentaiy  Trustees  soon  after 
the  passing  of  the  Act  of  1837. 

Geo.  C.  Myers,  Town  Clerk. 

12  March  1853. 


Montrose  Habour. 


The  duties  on  coal  are  levied  in  virtue  of  two  Acts  of  Parliament,  obtained  in  the  years 
1837  and  1850,  by  which  the  Trustees  are  empowered  to  levy  2|  rf.  per  ton  on  all  coal 
imported  into  the  harbour.  By  the  Act  passed  15  July  1850,  power  is  taken  to  increase 
this  rate  to  the  extent  of  25  per  cent.,  which  is  now  collected  : 

£     s.    d. 
The  duties  levied  in  1851,  amounted  to      ...        -        -        516     9     IJ 

Ditto  „  1852,         „         to      -         -         -         -         -         482     -     - 

Out  of  the  monies  thus  levied  on  coal  and  other  goods,  the  Harbour  Trustees  (to  whom 
the  same  are  payable)  apply  the  proceeds,  in  terms  of  the  above-mentioned  Acts;  and 
inter  alia,  600  /.  is  paid  annually  to  the  corporation. 

John  Smithy  Collector. 

12  March  1853. 


PETERHEAD. 

The  duties  levied  on  coals  at  the  harbours  of  Peterhead  are  10  d.  per  ton  on  English  coal;^, 
and  9  d.  per  ton  on  Scotch  coals ;  the  duties  on  which  are  paid  to  the  trustees  of  the 
harbours,  and  are  applied  for  the  use  and  improvement  of  the  harbours.  The  total  amounts 
received  for  duties  on  coals  for  the  years  1851  and  1852  were  389/.  4  5.  7jc/.,  and 
371 Z.  45.  Ad. 


17  March  1853, 


William  Alexander,  t.  c. 


PLYMOUTH. 

There  have  been  no  municipal  or  other  duties  per  ton  levied  upon  coals  within  the  juris- 
diction of  Plymouth,  in  the  years  1851  and  1852. 

Charles  Whileford, 
11  March  1853.  Town  Clerk. 


Appendix,  No.  1. 


0.40.  ,  O  3 

Digitized  by  VnOOQ IC 


110  APPENDIX  TO  REPORT  FROM  THE 


Appendix,  No.  1. 


PORTSMOUTH. 

Amount  of  Municipal  or  other  Duties  per  ton,  levied  within  the  Borough  of  Portsmouth  : 

On  Coals  landed  at  the  town  wharfe,  6rf.  per  ton. 

On  Coals  landed  at  any  other  parts  of  the  shores  of  the  Borough,  2d.  per  ton. 

To  whom  such  duties  are  paid    -    -    -    The  Corporation  of  Portsmouth. 

How  such  duties  are  applied  -  -  -  In  payment  of  the  interest,  and  6  per  cent,  annually 
of  the  prineipal,  of  a  debt  of  1 3,000  Z.;  in  maintenance  of  the  wharfs,  payment  of 
salaries  of  officers  and  servants ;  the  balance,  if  any,  being  implied  to  the  general  expen- 
diture of  the  Borough. 


-©•' 


Total  Amount  of  such  Duties  in  the  Years  1851  and  1852 : 

In  1851  :  £,    #.     d.         £.       s.   d. 

Duties  on  38,910  tons,  at  6d     -         -         -         ...      972  16     3 
Ditto,  on  13,025  tons,  at  2d.     •         -         -         -         -      108  11     - 

1,081     «     3 

In  1852 :  £.     s.     d. 

Duties  on  43,537  tons,  at  6  rf. 1,088     8     6 

Ditto,  on  21,925  tons,  at  2  rf. 182     4     3 

1,270  12     9 

The  above  duties  are  levied  under  the  powers  of  an  Act  passed  Session  1839,  intituled,. 
**  An  Act  for  Enlarging  the  Town  Quay  of  the  Borough  of  Portsmouth,  and  Improving  that 
portion  of  the  Harbour  of  Portsmouth  called  the  Camber." 

John  Howard^ 

12  March  1853.  Town  Clerk. 


RAMSGATE. 

£.      5.      d. 
Amount  of  coal  duties  levied  in  1581    ------     1,580  14     - 

Amount  of  coal  duties  levied  in  1852   ------     1,749     1     6 

Two  shillings  per  ton  paid  to  Commisioners*  Treasurer,  and  applied,  with  income  fron^ 
other  sources,  to  general  purposes  of  the  Local  Act. 

Martin  i.,  Sf  C.  Danielf 
11  March  1853.  Clerks  to  CommiaeioQeiB  under  the  Ramsgate 

Improvement  Acts. 


ST.  ANDREWS. 

Description  of  Dues. — Harbour  Dues. 

Amount  per  Ton. — One  halfpenny  £rom  burgesses ;  one  peifny  from  all  others. 

Amount,  1851. — 10/.  lOs.  4jrf. 

Amount,  1852. — 8  /.  10s.  Ojrf. 

To  whom  Paid. — Magistmtes  and  Town  Council  of  St.  Andrews,  as  representing  the 
community. 

How  Applied. — In  maintenance  of  harbour  and  burgh  purposes. 

Grace  Sf  Yoole, 
St  Andrews,  17  March  1853.  Town  Clerks. 


SCARBOROUGH. 


Mayou's  Dues. 

One  sack  of  Coals  from  each  vessel  delivering  at  Scarborough. 

1851  -         -         154  cargoes  =  9  tons  10  sacks. 

1852  -        -         147       „       =9  tons  3  sacks. 

The  Mayor *s  Coal  dues  are  distributed  gratuitously  amongst  the  poor  of  the  town. 
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Water  Tolls.  Appendix,  No.  u 

Throe  halfpence  per  ton  on  ail  coals  imported. 

X.        Sm       dm 

Gross  receipts  for  1851  -        -       60     3  11| 

,,  1862  •         -       64  15     2 

Twelve  and  a  half  per  cent,  commission  allowed  for  collection. 

The  proceeds  from  the  Water  Tolls  are  applied  in  the  repairs  of  the  Corporation  Pier 
and  Dolphins  in  the  harbour. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  a  duty  is  levied  upon  coals  by  the  Commissioners  of  Scar- 
borough Pier  and  Harbour,  under  6  Vic.  (27  June  1843),  the  Secretary  to  the  Com- 
missioners acts  for  them. 

J.  J.  Moody, 

15  March  1853.  Town  Clerk. 


SHOREHAM. 

No  coal  duties  are  levied  in  this  town. 

Chcu.  D,  Binkwell, 
16  March  1853.  High  Constable  and  Returning  Officer. 


SOUTHAMPTON. 

No  duty  is  levied  upon  coals  within  this  borough.  The  Commissioners  for  improving 
the  port  and  harbour  of  Southampton,  m  ake  a  charge  of  three-pence  per  ton  for  wharfage 
upon  coals  discharged  from  vessels  lying  alongside  the  public  quays  belonging  to  the 
Commissioners. 

Charles  E.  Deacon^ 

11  March  1853.  Town  Clerk. 


HARBOUR  AND  TOWN  OF  STONEHAVEN.   ' 

The  only  duty  levied  upon  poals  in  the  harbour  and  town  of  Stonehaven,  is  what  is  called 
the  shore  and  harbour  does,  which  are  leried  on  all  coals  imported  into  the  harbour^  at  the 
rate  of  sevenpence  per  ton.  The  duty  is  paid  to  the  Harbour  Trustees,  and  applied  to  the 
support  of  the  harbour,  and  towards  payment  of  the  debt  incurred  in  making  it  The  total 
amount  of  the  duty  in  the  year  1851  was  107  L  6s.  5  d, ;  and  in  the  year  1852, 102/.  Os.  Id. 

James  Tindalf 
17  March  1853.  Town  Clerk. 


WEYMOUTH  AND  MELCOMBE  REGIS. 

DuTiBs  on  Coals  imported  into  the  Harbour  of  Wet/mouth  and  Mekombe  JRegis,  in  the 
county  of  Dorset,  in  the  years  1851  and  1852  : 

£.  s.    d. 

1851  -  -  -  Amount  received      ...      424  -    2  at  64f.  per  ton. 

1852 Amount  received      .        -        -       641     5     5  at  1«.  4d.  per  ton. 

To  whom  paid  and  their  application  : — ^The  Town  Council,  who  are  trustees  by  virtue  of 
their  office  under  the  Bridge  Act;  and  are  applied  in  liquidating  a  debt  incurred  in  building 
a  new  bridge  across  the  harbour. 

Frederick  Charles  Stiggatt,  ^ 

17  March  1853.  Town  Clerk. 
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WHITBY. 

Amount  of  Duties  of  Is.  per  Ton  upon  Coal8>  Coke,  and  Cinders,  received  by  the  Cott>- 
missioners  appointed  under  and  by  virtue  of  an  Act  of  Parliament  made  and  passed  in 
the  Seventh  year  of  the  Reign  of  King  William  the  Fourth,  intituled,  "  An  Act  for  better 
Pavings  Cleansing,  Lighting,  Watching,  and  Improving  the  Town  of  Whitby,  in  the  North 
Riding  of  the  County  of  York,"  for  the  Years  ending  6th  July  1851  and  1852* 

5  July  1861  : 

Account  of  coals  duty  received  :   Gross  amount   - 
Less,  drawbacks  and  commission         -        -        - 

6  July  1862  : 

Amount  of  coal  duty  received  :  Gross  amount 
Less,  drawbacks  and  commission         ... 


Total  Amount  in  the  Years  1861  and  1862    - 


£.    s. 

d. 

£.    s. 

d. 

-     608  10 

7 

•       94     7 

6 

414     3 

2 

486  12 

.. 

88  18 

11 

397  13 

1 

£. 

862     -     - 

811   16 

3 

Appleton  Stephenson,  Clerk  to  the  Commissioners. 


GREAT  YARMOUTH. 
Duties  levied  upon  Coals  in  the  Years  1851  and  1852. 


Coals  delivered  in  1861. 


Tons. 

Duty  per  ton. 

141,307     - 

-     -    at  2jrf. 

6,100     - 

-    -    at  6id. 

Total  -  147,407 


£. 

s. 

d. 

- 

1,324 

15 

« 

- 

158 

17 

1 

£. 

1,483 

12 

1 

The  6  J  00  tons  were  imported  in  vessels  not  registered  at  the  port,  and  under  the  6th 
Will.  4,  ibose  vessels  pay  4d.  per  ton  extra. 

Coals  delivered  in  1852. 


Tons. 

Duty  per  ton. 

63,368     - 

-     .     at  2ld. 

4,161     - 

-    -     at  6icf. 

Total  -  157,619 


£. 

s. 

d. 

- 

1,437 

14 

7i 

- 

108 

7 

2J 

£. 

1,646 

1 

H 

The  4,161  tons  were  imported  in  vessels  not  registered  at  the  port,  and  under  the  6  th 
Will.  4,  those  vessels  pay  Ad.  per  ton  extra. 

The  above  amount  of  duties  is  received  by  the  Treasurer  of  this  Borough  on  account  of  the 
Town  Council,  and  is  carried  to  the  account  of  the  Borough  Fund. 


Town  Clerk's  Office, 
14  March  1863. 
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Appendix,  No.  2. 


No.  1. — AMOUNT  of  Supply  ;  showing  each  Coal  District  from  which  it  is  derived, 

and  the  Amount  from  each. 


SEABORNE,  1832. 


SHIPS. 


QUALITY. 


NEWCASTLE; 


86 
24 

8 
70 

i 
20 

1 

8 

10 
11 

2 
68 
68 

2 

1 

1 
52 

2 
88 

5 

1 

78 

107 

4 
85 
17 

2 

1 
40 
81 
13 
^8 

1 

53 

20 

18 

113 

2 

1 
89 

5 
10 
40 
76 

5 
79 


1,402 


Adair's 

Beaumotit         .  .        .        . 
Bell,  Robson  &  Co.'s  Low  Main 
BensLam  Main 
Bewicke  &  Co.'s  Bean 

Bishop  Main     •  -        .        . 

Blake's  Main     -  .        .        . 

Blaydon  Main  -  .        .        . 

Charlotte  Main  -  -        .        . 

Chester  Main    -  -        -        - 

Coxlodge 

Dean's  Primrose 

East  Percy        .  •        .        . 

Ellison  Main    .  -        .        . 

Ellison  Main  Bean  • 

Ellison  Low  Main 

Pelling  Main    .  .        .        . 

Porest       .        .  .        .        . 

Oaresfield         -  -        -        . 

Gosforth,  W.  E.  Bean 

Beaton  Main     •  •        .        . 

Hebbom  -        -  -        -        . 

Holywell  -        -  •        - 

Howard's  Main 

Kenton,  West    -  -        .        . 

Killingworth  Main  - 

Newbum  Main  -  -        .        . 

Newcastle          -  -        .        . 

Orde's  Redhengh 

Pelaw       -        -  .        .        . 

Pitt's  South  Moor  - 

Pontop  Windsor 

Sheriff  Hill       .  .        .        . 

Shipcote   - 

South  Holywell 

St.  Lawrence  Main  • 

Tanfield    -        - 

Thackerah  Main 

Toft  Moor  Splint 

Townley   -        -  -        - 

Usworth  Main  -  -        .        . 

"Wade's  Bensham 

West  Hartley    -  -        .        . 

Willington         -  -        -        . 

Willington  Bean 

Wylam     -        -  -        .        . 


NEWCASTLE  WALLSEND: 


92 
74 
232 
20 
16 
66 

0.49. 


Bell's  and  Brown's 
Bell,  Robson  &  Co. 
Bewicke  &  Co. 
Blake       -     '  -     * 
Boundary 
Brown's    - 


TONS. 


81,755 

9,522 

906 

20,225 

257 

4,568 

239 

1,689 

3,194 

2,500 

665 

14,477 

17,994 

620 

275 

286 

17,204 

752 

10,918 

1,292 

280 

21,727 

42,182 

1,818 

10,886 

6,699 

873 

408 

15,515 

20,794 

4,553 

21,766 

226 

19,440 

5,576 

6,189 

84,196 

444 

274 

35,281 

852 

2,377 

12,886 

21,787 

1,039 

31,224 


456,880 


27,444 
22,653 
74,297 
5,747 
3,425 
21,831 


SHIPS. 


QUALITY. 


Newcastle  WALLSBNi>-*contuitt«d. 


21 
95 
52 
24 
96 

145 

1 

8 

139 

105 

121 

1 

47 

202 

1 

80 

181 

166 

14 

72 

139 

13 

10 

69 

6 


2,208 


Burraton  - 
Callerton  - 
Carr  &  Co. 
Chirton  - 
Clarke  ,&  Co.    - 

Gosforth  - 
Greenwell 
Hazleriggs 
Heaton 
Hilda 
Hotspur    • 
Jesmond  • 
Joliffe's     - 
Killingworth     - 
Monkseaton 

Newbiggin 
Newmarch 
Northumberland 
Peareth     - 
Perkins     - 


Riddeirs  - 
Russell's  - 
Todd  &  Watson's 
Walker     - 
Walridge  - 


BLYTH: 

8 
91 
65 
25 

1 


190 


Blyth 
Cowpen    - 
Hartley    - 
Netherton  Main 
South  Togson   - 


Beamish  South  Moor 
Beamish  Morton  Main 
Bell's  Primrose 
Davison's  Morton  Main 
Eden  Main 
Fawcett  Main   - 
Lambton  Primrose    - 
Londonderry  Nut 
Primrose  Mixed 
Russell's  Hetton  Nut 
Russell's  Lyon's  Main 


TONS. 


6,653 
84,217 
16,298 

7,110 
29,810 

47,305 

188 

2,420 

45,447 

41,535 

88,461 

871 

14,105 

65,222 

233 

9,761 
40,526 
51,579 

4,340 
22,767 

43,628 
4,282 
8,239 

22,808 
1,346 


708,998 


1,632 
20,402 
20,850 

5,970 
84 


48,938 


612 

481 

18,469 

897 

1,130 

484 

17,134 

117 

50 

43 

818 


39,235 


Digitized  by 


Google 


114 


APPENDIX  TO  REPORT  FROM  THE 


No.  1. — ^Amount  of  Supply,  &c. — Seaborne,  1882 — continued. 


SHIPS. 


QUALITT. 


SUNDERLAND  WALLSEND: 


3 
575 
852 

105 

112 

22 

1 

4 

216 

487 
S6 


1,978 


Hebdon     - 
HettoQ 
Lambton  - 

Lyons 

Russell's  Hetton 
Russell's  Lyon's 

Simpson^s 
Steam  Boat 
Stewart's  - 


Stewart's  Seaham 
Stobarfs  - 


STOCKTON: 


8 
8 

1 

8 

7 

165 
51 
3S 

42 
82 
11 

49 

45 

815 

1 


761 


Adelaide  Nut    - 
Batter  Knowle  Main 
South  Durham  Nut  - 

Tees  Nut  - 
Tees  Primrose  - 

W.  E.  Adelaide 

Butter  Knowle 
Cleveland 

Gordon's 
Musgrave's 
Norwood  Hetton 

OldEtherlv    - 
South  Durham 
Tees 
Witton  Park  - 


YORKSHIRE: 


2 
1 

4 

2 

7 

26 

2 

11 

2 

1 

18 

2 

2 

69 

1 

2 

1 
2 

2 

161 

5 

13 
1 
6 

2 
1 
6 
5 


Astley       -        -        - 
Attercliff  Branch  Cannel 
Bamsley  Main  - 

Bromhill  -        -        . 
Denby  L.  -        - 

Elisecar    -        -        - 


Flanshaw  Main 
Gawber  Hall    - 
Gawber  Main   - 

Hallow's  Main  - 
Inland 
Lowther  Main  - 

Methly     - 
New  Flockton  - 
New  Gawber  Soft 

Newhall  Main  - 
Old  Flockton  - 
Old  Haigh  Moor 

Parkgate  Main 
Silkstone 
South  Hetton    - 

South  Hetton  Seam 
Standrig   - 
Slavely 


StraflPord  Main  • 
Sturges  &  Co.  - 
Swallow  Wood 
Thorphall 


TONS. 


852 
167,105 
100,425 

40,484 

30,877 

5,522 

192 

906 

65,155 

189,418 
8,427 


559,363 


577 
366 
180 

333 
1,587 

40,252 

10,604 

8,820 

10,047 
6,292 
1,798 

10,624 

10,449 

67,702 

166 


169,247 


699 
100 
406 

117 

641 

2,974 

880 

2,000 

155 

100 

1,168 

149 

872 

12,985 

45 

180 

60 

879 

121 

21,094 

683 

1,957 
300 
201 

93 
i,l 

454 
450 


SHIPS. 


QUALITT. 


Yorkshire — continued. 

1         W.KAshton    - 
6  Bamsley 

11  Deronshire     - 

Devonshire  and  Stavely 


878 


SCOTCH ! 

4 
1 
3 
1 

1 
1 
3 

8 

1 

16 
5 

1 
20 

63 
24 
11 
16 
20 


199 


Alloa 

Bridesholm 
Clackmannon 
Donibristle 


Dysiirt     -        -        .  - 

Eastfield  .        -        -  - 

Fordel  Main     -        -  - 

Halbeath  -        -        -  - 
Henderson,  W.  E.  and  Parrot 

Inrerkeithing    -        .  - 
North  Durham  Main 

Parrot       -        -        -  - 

Scotch      -        -        -  - 
Scremerston  Engine  - 

W.E.  Elgin      .        -  - 
Greenwich  Hospital 
Henderson 
Preston  Grange 
Selby     . 


WELSH: 


Bettws  - 
Binding  - 
CresweU   - 

Graigola  - 

Hean  Castle  - 

Landshipping  - 

Little  Miiford  - 

Llangennech 
Lougher   - 
Merthyr   - 
Rudry 

Stone 
Tenby 

Trimsaran  Engine 
Ward's  Llannelly 
Welsh       . 


FROM  SUNDRY  PLACES: 

Cannel 
Chivington 
Cumberland 
Haydock  - 
Lonsdale  - 


Mixed 
Ravenhead 
Spinkhill 
Staffordshire 


TONS. 


84 

1,028 

895 

186 

49,927 


496 
105 
404 
120 

21 

70 

866 

1,858 

•99 

2,345 
1^1 

47 

20 

5,664 

19,790 
5,742 
2,562 
8,524 
5,615 

49,579 


160 
850 
225 

2,888 

548 

1,779 

68 

11,085 

220 

8,760 

800 

9,448 
108 
573 

6,662 
80 

88,644 


883 
278 

42 
8 

38 

31 

360 

7 

108 

1,195 
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No-1.- 

—Amount  of  Supplj,  &c. — Seaborne,  1832— ccmtmtf^d. 

SHIPS. 

QUALITY. 

TONS. 

SHIPS. 

QUALITY. 

TONS. 

SMAI 

1 

1 

2 

1 
1 

LCOAL: 

Beamish  South  Moor 
Brown's  W.  E  and  Beai 
Chester  Main    • 

Ellison  Main     - 
Hetton      - 
Button  Seam    - 

Orde's  Redheugh 
Primrose  ... 
Wade's  Bensham 
Witton  Park     - 

W.  E.  Brown's 

Butter  Knowle 
Gordon  - 

1  Mixed 

897 
204 
148 

487 

31 

117 

137 
026 

182 
148 

703 

682 

82 

Small  C 
3 

7 

1 
15 

1 

GAL — continued. 

W.  E.  Hotspur 

Tiambton          ... 
Newbiggin       -        -        - 
Norwood  Hetton     - 
OldEtherly    -        -        - 
Wallsend 

LND  CINDERS: 

Cuhn 

Cinders     -        -        .        -        - 

804 

127 

2,207 

78 

2,693 

22 

8 

52 

10,174 

1 
1 

2 

4 

1 

CULM  i 

28 

6,421 

477 

1                                                              1 

RECAPITULATION. 


SHIPS. 


1,402 

2,208 

190 

159 

1,973 

761 

373 

199 

167 

16 

52 

28 


7,528 


QUALITY. 


Newcastle  -•-----. 

Newcastle  Wallsend 

Blyth 

Sunderland        ----.-.. 

8under1and  Wallsend - 

Stockton -- 

Yorkshire  ---•..-. 

Scotch      -        -        -        -#. 

Welsh 

From  Sundry  Places  ....... 

Small 

Culm 

Cinders     -- 

Total,  1832 


TONS. 


456,880 

708,998 

48,938 

39,235 

559,363 

169,247 

49,927 

49,579 

38,644 

1,195 

10,174 

6,421 

477 


2,139,078 


SEABORNE,  1833. 


SHIPS. 


QUALITY. 


NEWCASTLE: 


69 

37 

4 

3 

1 

1 

4 

14 

94 

108 

63 

16 

29 

1 

2 

149 

108 

3 


049. 


Adairs      -        -        - 
Beaumont         «        .        • 
Bensham  -        .        -        - 
Bishop's  Main  •        .        - 
Bell's,  Robson's&  Co's.  Bean 
Blajdon  Main 
Carr'sHill 

Charlotte  Main .        .        - 
Chester  Main    ... 
Dean's  Primrose 
East  Percy        -        -        •     . 
Ellison  Low  Main     - 
Felline  Main     .        -        • 
Gkresneld         ... 
Graham's  Main 
Hebbum  .... 
Holywell  -        -       -        - 
Howard  Main  .        -        - 
Kenton,  West    -        -        • 
Newburn  Main 


TONS. 


27,589 

14,065 

944 

539 

272 

212 

1,016. 

3,958 

25,392 

30,363 

13,408 

4,077 

9,500 

331 

720 

42,451 

42,231 

809 

5,777 

318 


SHIPS. 


QUALITY. 


VvwcABTLE^continued. 


60 

157 

7 

44 

51 

2 
1 

99 
92 

1 

8 

4 

75 
40 
73 


1,434 


P  2 


Orde's  Redheugh 
Pelaw 

Picton  Main     . 
Ponton     - 
Shipcote  - 


South  Holywell 
St.  Lawrence    - 
Tanfield    . 
Townley  • 


Tyne  Main 
ifsworth  Main  - 
Wade's  Bensham 
Walbottle  Top  - 
West  Hartley    - 
Willington 
Wylam     -       • 


TONS. 


22,891 
40,043 
1,903 
16,976 
19,089 

688 

366 

31,954 

37,093 

76 

2,099 

801 

212 

24,145 

11,044 

27,697 


460,848 


Digitized  by 


Google 


ii6 


APPENDIX  TO  REPORT  FROM  THE 


No.  1. — Amount  of  Supply,  &c. — Seaborne,  1838 — continued. 


SHIPS. 


QCTAUTT. 


NEWCASTLE  WALLSEND: 


68 

77 
117 

23 

6 

106 

14 

23 

1 

52 

14 

99 

107 

1 

117 

138 

1 

107 

3 

4 

3 

234 

161 

139 

28 

106 

148 

3 

3 

46 

2 

3 


1,948 


BLYTH 


Bell  &  Brown's 
JBell's,  Robson's  &  Co. 
Bewicke  &  Co.  - 
Blake's     • 
Boundary 

Brown's    -        -        . 
Burratoii  -        -        - 

Callerton  -        .        - 

Campbell's 

Carr  &  Co. 

Chirton     -        -        - 

Clark  &  Co.      . 

Grosforth   -        -        - 

Greenwell's 

Heaton     -        -        - 
Hilda       . 
Hilda  (Gas)     - 
Hotspurs  -        -        - 
Howdon   -        •        . 
Jesmond  ... 
Joliffe's     - 
Killingworth     • 
Newmarch's 
Northumberland's 

Pearth's    - 

Perkins    -        .        - 
Riddell's  - 
Russell's   -        -        • 
Todd  &  Watson's      - 
Walker     - 
Waldridge 
Woodside 


6 

31 

108 


178 


Blyth       . 
Cowpen    - 
Hartley    - 
Netherton  Main 
South  Togson   - 


SUNDERLAND: 


6 
1 
34 
1 
8 
2 
232 
1 
2 


289 


Beamish  South  Moor 
Bean  Main 
Bell's  Primrose 
Bowes  Main     - 
Eden  Main 
Fawcett  Main  - 
Lambton  Primrose    - 
Russell's  High  Main 
Russell's  Lyons  Main 
Springwell  Main 


SUNDERLAND  WALLSEND: 


43 
786 
281 
128 
109 

21 


Braddyll's 
Hetton 
Lambton 
Lyons 

Russell's  Hetton 
Russell's  Lyon's 


TONS. 


18,977 

22,168 

86,862 

6,666 

1,691 

84,313 

3,367 

8,615 

267 

15,959 

4,238 

27,176 

82,746 

166 

36,513 
47,837 

320 
32,283 

786 

740. 

873 
69,993 
50,920 
42,088 

7,437 

32,984 

46,424 

1,012 

513 

14,445 

455 

575 


599,299 


794 

6,675 

83,940 

7,227 

53 


48,689 


770 
180 

10,300 

49 

1,367 

600 

60,057 
160 
521 
305 


74,209 


10,963 
226,299 
81,461 
30,642 
30,691 
5,298 


SHIPS. 


QUALITY. 


SuNDERLA N  D  Wallsend — Continued. 


2 
251 
417 

8 
19 


2,065 


Simpson's 
Stewart's  - 
Stewart's  Seaham 
Stobart's  • 
Urpeth      - 


STOCKTON: 


1 
32 

1 
10 

4 

147 

43 

1 
80 

2 
30 
13 
77 

1 

13 

312 

8 


770 


Adelaide  Nut   - 

Butter  Knowle  Main 

Gordon  Nut 

Old  Etherly  Main      - 

Tees  Tanfield    - 

W.  E.  Adelaide's       - 

Butter  Knowle 

Dixon's 

Grordon  - 

Greenfield's    - 

Musgrave's 

Old  Etherly    . 

South  Durham 

Spencer's 

Stockton 

Tees 

Witton  Park  - 


YORKSHIRE: 


1 
3 

30 
7 
1 
1 

18 
3 
1 
1 

13 
3 
2 
4 

49 
3 
3 
5 

10 

12 


167 


Attercliff  Branch  Cannel 

Bamsley  Main 

Elisecar    -        .        .        . 

GawberHall    - 

Haiffh  Moor     ... 

Hieh  Green      ... 

Houne's  Main  •        •        . 

Inland      -        .        .        . 

Ledger  Bridge 

Metnley    -        •        .        . 

New  Flockton  ... 

Newhall  Main  -        *        . 

New  Park  Gate 

Rotherham  Scone 

Silkstone  -        .        .        . 

Stavely     -        -        .        . 

Strafford  Main 

Swallow  Wood 

Thorp  Hall        - 

W.  £.  Devonshire     -        - 

Devonshire  and  Stavely 


SCOTCH 

1 

4 

2 

3 

3 

2 

1 
31 
11 

4 

5 


Alloa 

Clackmannan    • 

Fordel  Main     - 

Halbeath 

Newbottle 

Scotch      -        .        • 

Scremerston  En&rine  - 

W.  E.  Elgm     .        . 
Henderson 
Preston  Gran£:e 
Selby     .        . 


TONS. 


67 


555 

77,690 

119,845 

2,400 

4,930 

590,174 


212 

6,900 

68 

2,717 

422 

34,032 

8,898 

108 

18,598 

209 

5,892 

2,881 

16,550 

66 

2,943 

69,184 

507 

170,187 


118 
333 

3,041 

870 

15 

12 

760 

191 

50 

104 

2,670 
210 
124 
200 

5,022 
159 
269 
189 

1,140 
449 
129 

16,050 


105 

395 

264 

479 

290 

90 

150 

8,846 

2,812 

827 

1,380 

15,138 
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No.  I.-^-Amount  of  Supply,  &c.—- Seaborne,  1888 — continuecU 


SHIPS. 


QUALITY. 


WELCH: 


1 

1 

6 

5 

5 

28 

18 

12 

1 

26 

12 

1 


115 


Bettws 
Castle  Main 
Graigola  - 
.Hean  Castle 
Landshipping    - 
Llansennech     - 
Merthyr    - 
Nevill's  Uanelly 
Oakwood 
Stone 

Warde's  Llanelly 
Welsh 


FROM  SUNDRY  PLACES : 


5 
1 


Cannel 
Wigan 


TONS. 


200 

16 

1,187 

842 

996 
7,878 
4,760 
8,268 

150 

6,211 

3,398 

25 


28,416 


45 
15 


60 


SHIPS. 


QUALITY. 


SMALL  COAL: 


8 

1 


22 


Adelaide's 

Bean&ish  South  Moor 

Rllison  Main    - 
Ellison  Main  and  Bean 
Hetton     ... 
Hutton  Seam    - 

Old  Etherly      - 

Primrose 

Vane's 


Stobart's  and  Eden  Main 

W.  R  Lambton 
Walker 


CULM  AND  CINDERS : 


15 

1 


Cuhn 
Cinders 


TONS. 


233 
511 

230 
870 
346 
117 

270 
168 
820 

120 

822 
76 


8,588 


8,740 
16 


RECAPITULATION. 


8HIPS. 


1,484 

1,948 

178 

289 

2,065 

770 

167 

67 

115 

6 

22 

15 

1 


7,077 


QUALITY. 


Newcastle         •.---•.. 
Newcastle  Wallsend  -.---. 

Blyth 

Sunderland       ---.--.- 

Sunderland  Wallsend 

Stockton 

Yorkshire         .-.-...- 

Scotch 

Welch 

From  Sundry  Places 

Small  Coal 

Culm 

Cinders   -- 

Total,  1883 


TONS. 


460,848 

599,299 

48,689 

74,209 

590,174 

170,187 

16,050 

15,138 

28,416 

60 

3,583 

3,740 

16 


2,010,409 


SEABORNE,   1884. 


SHIPS. 


QUALITY. 


NEWCASTLE: 


80 

76 

20 

1 

1 

7 

77 

126 

78 

3 

13 

67 

0.49. 


Adair 
Bensham- 
Bishop's  Main  - 
Bradley  - 
Bradley  Medomsley 
Charlotte  Main 
Chester  Mam    • 
Dean's  Primrose 
EastPer^ 
Ellison  M!ain    - 
Ellison  Low  Main     • 
Felling  Main    - 


TONS. 


82,168 

16,204 

4,042 

296 

849 

1,942 

21,446 

88,468 

20,668 

628 

2,718 

21,591 


SHIPS. 


QUALITY. 


Nkwcastlb— «<m/t»tMi2. 


6 

104 

115 

2 

11 

19 

8 

8 

85 

114 

88 

2 


P3 


Oaresfield 
Hebbum  - 
HolywcU 
Howard  Main  - 
Kenton,  West  - 
Medomsley 
Newbum  Main 
New  Hartley    - 
Orde's  Redheugh 
Pelaw      . 
Picton  Main     - 
Pitt's  South  Moor 


TOMS. 


Digitized  by 


2,218 

80,428 

45,281 

651 

8,416 

6,770 

1,178 

879 

82,740 

31,488 

8,409 

646 
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APPENDIX  TO  REPORT  FROM  THE 


No,  1.— Amount  of  Supply,  &c. — Seaborne,  IS94— continued. 


SHIPS. 


QUALITY. 


Newcastle 


'Continued, 


59 
4 

4 
2 
1 
3 

82 
4 

11 
8 

92 

2 

1 

1 

104 

30 
1 

78 


1,488 


Pontop  Windsor^s     .        •        - 
Pontop  Windsor's  (Stanhope  & 

Tyne  Company). 
Rosseirs  Mam 
RusselFs  High  Main 
Russell's  Usworth  Main   - 
Sheriff  HUl       - 
Shipcote  ... 

South  Beaumont  Main 
South  Hartley  -        -        - 
St.  Lawrence  Main   • 
Tanfield  .... 
Townley   -    •    - 
IVne  Maine      .        .        • 
Usworth  Main 
West  Hartley  ... 
Wellington       -        .        - 
Windsor's  Tanfield   - 
Wylam  Moor  - 


I 


2,188 


Bedes 

Bell  and  Brown's 
Bell,  Robson  &  Co. 
Berwicke  &  Co. 
Brown's  - 
Burraton 
Carr  &  Co. 
Chirton    - 
Clark  &  Co.      - 
Durham   - 


Gosforth  - 
Heaton     - 
Hilda       .        - 
Hotspur   - 
Howdon  - 
Jesmond  - 
JoUiffe's  . 
Killingworth    - 
Lanchester 
Medomsley 
Newbiggin 
Newmarch 
Northumberland 
Peareth's  - 
Perkins's 
Riddell's  . 
Russell's  - 
Todd  &  Watson's 
Waldridge 
Walker    - 
Woodside 


NEWCASTLE  WALLSEND: 

1 

41 

109 

188 

89 

1 

68 

6 

96 

1 

179 

131 

119 

181 

2 

17 

8 

224 

9 

2 

1 

166 

164 

88 

182 

107 

11 

1 

18 

50 

9 


BLYTH: 


18 

59 

119 

57 


248 


Blyth  Main      - 
Cowpen  Main  - 
Hartley    - 
Netherton  Main 


SUNDERLAND: 


9 

89 

3 


Beamish  South  Moor 
Bell's  Primrose  ^  - 
Clarence  New  Primrose 


TONS. 


1,664 

878 
487 
828 
712 

10,723 

1,610 

3,130 

716 

33,104 
847 
190 
137 

82,366 

8,442 

366 

31,966 


474^836 


168 

11,746 

81,787 

58,682 

29,110 

137 

18,696 

1,661 

28,666 

445 

56,717 

38,399 

46,889 

40,672 

674 

4,487 

1,790 

67,418 

8,189 

661 

63 

49,018 

51,604 

24,129 

42,200 

36,064 

3,249 

276 

3,627 

16,076 

1,676 


667,638 


2,049 
11,624 
38,662 
11,933 


64,268 


1,867 

10»591 

349 


SHIPS. 


aUAUTT. 


SUNDBBLAVD— ^Ofl/tlttt^d^. 


2 
21 
1 
139 
1 
5 
2 
6 
8 
1 


232 


Coxgreen  Main 
Eden  Main 
Harraton  Main 
Lambton  Primrose    • 
Morton  Main   - 
Richmond  Main 
Russell's  Eden  Main 
Russell's  Lyon's  Main 
Urpeth  Mam    - 
Wyburg  Main  - 


SUNDERLAND  WALLSEND: 


61 

654 

431 

116 

76 

36 


127 

267 

22 

11 


1,794 


Braddyll's  Hetton 
Hetton     • 
Lambton  • 
Lyon's 

Russell's  Hetton 
Russell's  Lyon 
Springwell 
Steam-boat 
Stewart's  - 
Stewart's  Seaham 
Stobarf  s  - 
Urpeih     • 


STOCKTON: 


1 

52 

4 

18 

1 

1 

126 

20 

19 

1 

8 

114 

1 

88 

24 

14 

6 

23 

160 

303 

2 

7 

1 

76 


1,006 


Adelaide  Nut   - 
Butter  Knowle  Main 
Gordon  Nut     - 
Old  Etherley  Main   - 
South  Durham  Nut  - 
West  Hetton    - 
W.  E.  Adelaide 

Auckland 

Butter  Knowle 

Chaytor's 

Deanery 

Gordon 

Hedle/s 

Musgrave's     - 

Old  Etheriey  - 

Peirse's 

Raby      - 

St  Helen's     - 

South  Durham 

Tees       - 

Tees  Tanfield 

Victoria 

Wellington     - 

West  Hetton  - 


YORKSHIRE: 


1 

4 

6 

1 

2 

8 

11 

10 

88 

S 

8 


Bamsley  Main 
Elisecar   . 
GawberHall    - 
High  Green     - 
Hounes  Main  - 
Howard's  Main 
Inland 

New  Flockton  • 
Silkstone 
Stayely    - 
Strafford  Main 


TONS. 


477 

4,845 
294 
84,954 
150 
1,197 
878 
815 
897 
155 

55,959 


12,816 

186,510 

120,486 

27,991 

20,369 

10,566 

507 

340 

88,777 

75,038 

6,231 

2,165 

501,321 


222 

12,056 

602 

2,786 

177 

165 

27,672 

4,809 

4,062 

127 

1,561 

25,166 

148 

6,527 

6,184 

t,012 

1,494 

4,412 

37,565 

68,816 

405 

1,461 

240 

12,693 

221,711 


140 

893 

822 

16 

25 

275 

281 

1,568 

12,091 

45 

66 


Digitized  by 
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No.  1.— Amount  of  Supply,  fcc.^ — Seaborne,  1884 — continued. 


SHIPS. 


QUALITT. 


YoEKSHiRE — conHnufid. 


12 
9 

10 
3 


159 


Swallow  Wood- 
Thorp  Hall  . 
W.  E.  l)evon8hire     - 

Stayely  and  Deyonsbire 


SCOTCH: 


4 
1 
8 
1 
1 
2 

15 
14 

5 

12 

3 

1 
1 
1 

70 
32 

6 
8 

1 


176 


Clackmannan    - 

Dysart 

Fordel  Splint    - 

Great  Splint     - 

Halbeath 

Marquis's  Main 

Newbottle 
North  Hartley  • 

Ruchill    - 
Scotch 
Scremerston  Engine 


Tranent   -        -        - 
Wellwood  Splint 
W.  E.  Burntisland   - 

Elgin     - 
Henderson 

Preston  Grange 
Selby     . 
Wellwood       - 


WELCH: 


1 

2 
5 
1 
9 
17 
16 


Abbey      - 
Creswell  - 
Graigola  - 
Hean  Castle     - 
Landshipping  • 
Langennech 
Merthyr  - 
Milford   - 


TOMS. 


480 
548 
239 
161 


17,139 


508 
72 
664 
150 
142 
266 

1,565 
8,800 

1,401 
930 
815 


230 

601 
1,190 

330 
2,004 
4,260 
4,386 

205 


SHIPS. 


QUALITY. 


Welch — continued. 


35 
1 

29 
1 
1 
4 


124 


Nevai's  LlaneUy 
Rock  Vein 
Stone 

Trimsaran  Engine 
Warde's  Llanelly 
Welch      • 


FROM  SUNDRY  PLACES: 
14      I  Cannel     • 


COAL: 

Beamish  South  Moor 

Braddyll's  Hetton 

Cannel 

Mixed 

Old  Etherley 

Vane's 

Waldridge 

West  Hetton 

Wallsend- 

W.  K  BeQ's 
Hetton 
Lambton 
Walker- 


CULM  AND  CINDERS: 


Culm 
Cinders 


TONS. 


8,786 
35 

7,909 
265 
300 
575 


31,025 


446 


310 
565 
166 

68 
170 
233 
111 

90 

52 
432 

45 

240 

5 


2,487 


2,175 
294 


RECAPITULATION. 


0.49. 


SHIPS. 


1,483 

2,138 

248 

232 

1,794 

1,005 

159 

176 

124 

14 

20 

11 


7,404 


QVAUTT. 


Newcastle        -..-.-.* 

Newcastle  Wallsend 

Blyth 

Sunderland  -.---.-• 
Sunderland  Wallsend  -..--- 
Stockton  •---.  -••- 
Yorkshire         .-.----- 

Scotch     .--- 

Welch 

From  Sundry  Places        ...-.- 

Small  Coal 

Culm 

Cinders    -        -       -• 

Total,  1884 


P4 


TONS. 


474,835 

667,538 

64,268 

55,959 

501,321 

221,711 

17,139 

39,487 

31,026 

446 

2,487 

2,175 

294 


2,078,685 


Digitized  by 


Google 
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APPENDIX  TO  REPORT  FROM  THE 

> 

No.  1.— Amount  of  Supply;  showing  each  Coal  District  from  which  it  is  denTcd,  kc^^continued. 

SEABORNE,   188  6. 

SHIPS. 


QUALITY. 


NEWCASTLE: 


78 

76 

6 

45 

11 

4 

8 

64 


117 

55 

14 

2 

85 

3 

1 

57 

124 

45 

5 

7 

1 

6 

22 

1 

1 
82 
95 
36 

5 
48 
15 

65 

3 

2 

4 

27 

4 

d» 

31 

85 

11 

103 

2 

57 

78 


1,630 


Adairs      -        -  -  -  - 

Bensham           .  -  -  . 
Bishop's  Main 

Bradley  Main  -  -  -  - 

Borden  Main    -  -  -  - 
Carr  &  Co.'s  Hartley 

Charlotte  Main  -  .  • 

Chester  Main    -  -  .  - 

Clark  &  Co.'s  Main  .  -  - 

Cramlington      -  -  -  - 

Dean's  Primrose  -  -  . 

East  Percy        -  -  .  . 

Ellison  Main    •  •  -  . 

Ellison  Low  Main  -  .  . 

Fellinff  Main    -  .  -  . 

Garesfield         -  -  •  . 

Heaton  Main    -  -  -  . 

Hebburn  -        -  -  .  - 

Holywell  Main  ... 

Holywell  Reins  -  -  - 
Holywell  Reins  Splint 

Howard  Main  -  -  .  - 

Hutton  Low  Main  -  -  . 

Leaze's  Main    -  -  -  . 

Medomsley       -  -  -  - 

Mixt         -        .  -  -  - 

Montague  Main  -  .  - 

Newburn  Main  -  -  • 

Orde's  Redheugh  -  -  - 

Pelaw       -        -  .  .  . 

Picton  Main     -  -  -  - 

Pitt's  South  Moor  ... 

Pontop  Windsor's  •  -  - 

Pontop  Windsor's  (Stanhope  & 

Tyne  Company). 
Russell's  High  Main 

Russell's  Low  Main  -  -  . 

St.  Lawrence  Main  •  -  . 

Sheriff  Hill       -  -  -  . 

Shipcote  -        -  -  - 

South  Beaumont  .  -  • 

South  Hartley  -  -  -  . 

Stormont  Main  •  •  .  . 

Tanfield  Moor  -  -  -  - 

Urpeth  Main    -  -  -  . 

West  Hartley    -  .  -  . 

West  Kenton    -  -  -  . 

Williugton         .  -  .  . 

Wylam  Moor    -  -  -  . 


NEWCASTLE  WALLSEND : 


47 

84 

195 

2 

94 

7 

73 

27 

73 

1 

167 

1 

157 

129 


Bell  &  Brown's 
Bell,  Robson  &  Co. 
Berwicke  &  Co. 
Blake's     - 
Brown's    - 
Burraton  - 
Carr  &  Co. 
Chirton     - 
Clark's      . 
Dean's  Primrose 
Gosforth  - 
Grace's     • 
Heaton     - 
Hilda       . 


TOMS. 


31,748 

13,069 

1,149 

13,632 

3,696 

1,244 

2,363 

22,687 

97 

42 

35,853 

16,286 

4,019 

196 

27,260 

995 

296 

16,168 

46,512 

15,531 

1,661 

2,329 

106 

2,373 

6,752 

42 

217 

344 

32,366 

27,729 

10,165 

1,896 

19,326 

5,067 

19,375 

1,104 

682 

586 

8,906 

1,501 

12,493 

7,983 

32,563 

2,786 

83,274 

683 

17,210 

S(l,828 


534,090 


13,536 
26,367 
64,847 

396 

30,948 

1,976 

22,268 

8,896 

22,860 

280 
54,962 

275 
48,833 
50,710 


SHIPS. 


QUALITY. 


Newcastle  Wallsend — continued. 


149 

1 

10 

253 

48 

29 

138 

143 

120 

95 

118 

73 

B2 

1 


2,267 


Hotspur  - 
Howdon  - 
Jesmond  - 
Killingworth  - 
Lanchester 
Medomsley 
Newmarch 
Northumberland 
Peareth's  - 
Perkins  - 
Riddell's  - 
Walker  - 
Waldridge 
Woodside 


BLYtH: 

7 

1 

68 

113 

62 


251 


Blyth  Main 
Chevington  Main 
Cow  pen  Main   - 
Hartley    - 
Metherton  Main 


SUNDERLAND: 

35  Beamish  South  Moor 

28  Bell's  Primrose 

1  Eden  Main 

1  High  Main 
40  Lambton  Primrose    - 
10  Richmond  Main 

2  Russell's  Lyon's  Main 
1  Russell's  Primrose    - 


118 


SUNDERLAND  WALLSEND: 

189  Braddyll's  Hetton     - 

1  East  Rainton    - 

51  Has  well    ... 

676  Hetton      - 

584  Lambton  -        -        . 

21  Lyon's      -        -        - 

71  Russell's  Hetton 

39  Russell's  Lyon  - 

210  Stewart's  -        -        . 

247  Stewart's  Seaham 

11  Stobart's  -        -        - 


2,064 


STOCKTON: 


52 
8 
4 
1 
1 
1 
3 

78 

16 
I 

22 


Butter  Knowle  Main 
Butter  Knowle  Nut  - 
Gordon  Nut     - 
Hopper^s  Main  - 
Quarrington  Main     - 
Tees  W.  E.  Nut 
West  Hetton  Splint  - 
W.  E.  Adelaide 

Auckland 

Blackboy 

Butter  Knowle 


TONS. 


52,418 
214 

2,842 
78,984 
14,717 

7,282 
44,722 
45,592 
84,016 
32,368 
38,111 
23,537 
10,084 
169 


782,210 


939 
34 

13,896 
36,991 
13,186 


65,046 


5,221 

9,104 

270 

270 

10,144 

2,379 

566 

198 


28,1.52 


49,805 

201 

14,980 

199,852 

157,730 

4,915 

22,491 

11,995 

64,521 

71,196 

3,716 


601,402 


12,187 

582 

625 

129 

217 

196 

610 

18,627 

3,900 

98 

5,468 


Digitized  by 


Google 


SELECT  COMMITTEE  ON  COALS  (METROPOLIS). 


121 


No.  1. — Amount  of  Supply*  tcc-^-Seaborne,  1886 — eantinuecL 


8RIP8. 


QUAUTT. 


Stockton — continued. 


8 

0 

8 

1 

94 

28 

8 

6 

2 

5 

10 

17 

61 

180 

4 

292 

14 

8 

26 

69 


966 


W.  E.  Chavtor's 
Chilton  - 
Deanery 
Deanery  Splint 
Gordon  - 
Hartlepool 
Lands     - 
Mnsgraye's     • 
New  Tees 
Norwood  Hetton 
Old  Etherley  - 
Raby      - 
St.  Helen's     - 
South  Durham 
South  End     - 
Tees 

Tees  Tanfield  - 
Victoria 
Wellington     - 
West  Hetton  • 


YORKSHIRE: 


261 


SCOTCH : 


1 

Astley      . 

1 

Blackburn 

2 

Blackburn  Banks 

7 

Elsecar     - 

38 

GaroberHall    - 

18 

Holme's  Main  • 

6 

Inland 

6 

New  Flocton     - 

18 

OldFlockton    - 

1 

Overton    - 

1 

Park  Gate 

116 

Silkstone  - 

11 

Stanley  Main    - 

10 

Stavely     - 

8 

Strafford  Main  - 

20 

Woflbro  Park  Main 

2 

W.  E.  Devonshire 

1 

Kayes    - 

8 

1 

8 

26 


Clackmannan 
Fordel  Main 
Great  Splint 
Halbeath- 


TONS. 


786 

1,788 

1,964 

212 

21,680 

4,866 

721 

1,080 

892 

1,102 

2,416 

4,471 

14,060 

86,926 

918 

66,880 

8,996 

781 

6,729 

18,670 


229,886 


48 

60 

60 

677 

6,408 

1,976 

182 

898 

1,818 

90 

4 

12,687 

1.248 

291 

61 

2,462 

46 

180 


27,894 


1,319 
160 
396 

8,040 


SHIPS. 


aUAUTT. 


Scotch — continued. 

84  Newbottle 

1  North  Hartley  • 
10  Parrot  Main 

2  Ruchill  . 
47  Scotch  . 
17  Tranent     - 

6  Wcmyss   -        -        . 

47  W.E.Elgin     - 
87  Henderson 

2  Minto    « 

6  Preston  Grange 

4  Selby     .        . 


249 


WELCH: 

2 
1 
2 
16 
1 
8 


1 

1 

10 

28 

38 

1 


142 


Abbey 
Blainey     * 
Cwm  Avon 
Graigola  - 
Hean  Castle 
Landshipping    • 
Langennech 
Littk  Milford   • 
Loughor   • 
Mer&yr    • 
NeviU^s  Llanelly 
Stone 
Welch      . 


FROM  SUNDRY  PLACES: 


Cannel 
Liverpool 


SMALL  COAL; 
2 


Cramlington 
Wallsend 
West  Hetton 


CULM  AND  CINDERS : 


11 


Culm 
Cinders 


TONS. 


1,809 
266 

1,348 
760 

2,734 

3,648 
681 
18,714 
10,101 
268 
678 
816 

40,966 


240 

480 

106 

8,686 

861 

2,139 

9,076 

81 

140 

2,764 

7,781 

8,632 

66 

86,420 


286 
181 

867 


484 

21 

289 


744 


3,147 


RECAPITULATION. 


SHIPS, 


0.49. 


1,680 

2,267 

261 

118 

2,064 

966 

261 

S49 

142 

6 

4 

11 


7,968 


aUALITT. 


Newcastle 

Newcastle  Wallsend  - 

Blyth       .        •        - 

Sunderland 

Sunderland  Wallsend 

Stockton 

Yorkshire 

Scotch     .       -        . 

Welch      • 

From  Sundry  Places 

Small  Coal 

Culm 

Cinders    -        •       • 


Total,  1886    - 


TONS. 


634,090 

732,210 

66,046 

28,162 

601,402 

229,886 

27,394 

40,966 

86,420 

867 

744 

8,147 


2,298,812 


Digitized  by 
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APPENDIX  TO  REPORT  FROM  THE 


No.  1.  ^Amount  of  Sopplj;  showing  each  Coal  District  from  which  it  is  deriTed,  &c. — continuecL 


SEABORN  Et    188  6. 


SHIPS* 


aUALITT. 


NEWCASTLE: 


75 
93 

lo- 
ir 

98 
18 
62 

8 

54 

106 

22 

8 
64 

2 
105 

4 

18 

40 

107 

12 

I 
26 
46 

11 
2 
1 

4 
68 
92 
38 
48 
11 

1 

6 
78 
88 
88 
16 

5 
19 
70 
69 
95 

9 

9 
48 
80 


1,821 


Adair^s  Main     .       -  -  . 
Bensham  -..--- 

Bishop      .        -        -  -  . 

Bradley    -        .        -  .  - 

Burdon     -        -        -  -  . 
Bute's  Tanfidd  Moor 
Carr  &  Co/s  Hartley 
Charlotte  Main          ... 

Chester     -        -        -  .  - 

Dean's  Primrose        .  .  - 

East  Percy        -        -  .  - 

EastTanfield    .        .  ^  - 

Ellison  Main     -        -  -  - 

Eishton  Moor  -        •  •  - 

Felling  Main     -        -  -  - 

Forest       .        -        «  .  - 

Oaresfield         -        .  .  - 

Hebhurn  Main  -        -  -  - 

Holywell  -        -        -  -  - 

Holjwell  Reins  -        *  -  - 
Holywell  Reins  Splint 

Howard  Main  •        •  •  - 

Leazes       -        .        -  .  . 

Main  Team       .        •  .  • 

Medorasley        -        -  • 

Mixed 

Newbum  Main  -        -  -  - 
Old  Walker      -        ... 
Orde's  Redheagh       ... 

Pelaw  Main      -        .  -  - 
Picton       ----- 

Pontop  Windsor's      -  -  - 

Pontop  Windsor's  (Stanhope  and 
Tyne  Co.) 

Potts  &  Co.'s  Low  Main  - 
Potts  &  Co.'s  Primrose 
Rnssell's  High  Main 

Shipcote    -        -        •  .  - 

South  Hartley  -        -  -  - 

South  Pontop   -        -  -  - 

Splint       -        -        .  -  . 

Stormont  Main .        .  -  . 

TanfieldMoor  .        .  .  . 

Townley  Glebe  -        .  -  - 

West  Hartley    -        -  -  - 

West  Kenton    -        •  -  . 

Whitefield         .        .  .  . 

Willington         -        -  •  - 

Wylam  Moor    .        -  -  - 


NEWCASTLE  WALLSEND: 


29 

1 

156 

62 

2 

26 

13 

66 

127 

I 

2 

125 

136 

118 

244 


Bell's  &  Brown's 
Bensham  - 
Bewicke  &  Co.'s 
Brown's    . 
Burraton  - 
Carr  &  Co.'s 
Chirton     • 
Clark  &  Co.'s    - 
Gosforth  - 
Grace's     - 
Greenwell's 
Heaton     •       -^ 
Hilda       . 
Hotspur's  - 
Killingworth     - 


TONS. 


30,643 
15^519 

4,298 

6,007 
31,629 

4,716 
15,448 

2,551 
18,988 
33,457 

7,375 

799 

16,549 

767 

30,325 

1,278 

5,214 
10,946 
41,172 

3,932 
127 

8,665 

-17,360 

71 

3,534 

90 

424 

1,132 
27,591 
28,4b5 

8,314 
18,659 

4,516 

190 

1,420 

23,222 

9,663 

12,525 

5,903 

1,310 

5,341 

28,235 

23,404 

32,292 

2,845 

2,313 

14,872 

31,729 


595,845 


8,606 

318 

52,378 

21,206 

683 

8,118 

4,854 

21,475 

44,037 

318 

351 

41,803 

52,046 

45,047 

74,887 


SHIPS. 


QUAUTT. 


Newcastls  Wallsbnd— amtiime^i. 


57 

1 

60 

1 

1 

137 

111 

142 

58 

118 

8 

13 

42 

72 

1 


Lanchester 


Medomsley 
Monkseaton 
Mount  Moor     ^ 
Newmarch's 
Northumberland's 
Peareth's  - 
Perkins     - 
Riddell's  .        - 
Stanhope  Steam 
Urpeth     - 
Waldridge 
Walker     - 
Woodside 


BIyth  Main 
Cowpen    • 
Hartley    - 
Netherton 


SUNDERLAND ; 


48 
86 
1 
13 
38 

6 
1 


138 


Beamish  South  Moor 
BeU's  Primrose 
Easin^n  Main 
Eden  Main 
Lambton  Primrose    - 
Moorsley  Main 
Richmond  Main 
Russell's  Lyon's  Main 


SUNDERLAND  WALLSEND : 


Belmont  - 
Braddyll's  Hetton 
Haswell  • 
Hetton  - 
Lambton  • 
Lyon's 

North  Hetton  Lyons 
Pemberton  &  Co.'s 
Russell's  Hetton 
Russell's  Jjyon's 
Steam  Boat 
Stewart's  - 
Stewart's  Seaham 
Stobart's   - 


STOCKTONt 

62  Butter  Knowie  Main 

1  Butter  Knowie  Nut  . 

2  Gordon  Nut     . 
2  Hartlepool  Nut 
1  WingateMain  - 

66  W.  £.  Adelaide 


TONS* 


17,606 

487 

17fiS2 

246 

275 

46,819 

36,569 

40,292 

19,619 

30,707 

2,694 

S,46l 

14,093 

22,087 

262 


637,976 


2,923 
14,882 
35,660 
18,310 


71,775 


8^26 
12,170 

241 
3,814 
8,127 

230 
1,178 

297 


34,088 


8,069 

90,618 

66,384 

201,737 

149,517 

1,713 

2,400 

13,707 

31,698 

4,709 

29 

60,258 

77,212 

1,420 


709,448 


15,760 
210 
168 
679 
194 

12,538 
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No.  1.— Amoukt  of  Supply,  d?c.— Seaborne,  lS96-^contwued. 


SHIPS. 


QUALITY. 


Stockton — continued. 


4 

2 

.    2 

6 

1 

8 

136 

78 

16 

1 

8 

18 

6 

1 

77 

147 

2 

285 

22 

46 

85 

1 


1,064 


W.  E.  Auckland 
Barrett's 
Butter  Knowle 
Chilton  - 
Clarence 
Deanery 
Gordon  • 
Hartlepool 
Lands     - 
Melbourne's    - 
Musgrave's 
New  Tees 
Norwood  Hetton 
Raby      - 
St.  Helen's      - 
South  Durham 
Southend 
Tees 

Tees  Tanfield  - 
Victoria'3 
West  Hetton  - 
West  Tees 


YORKSHIRE: 


1 
1 
1 
20 
17 
1 

1 

4 

1 

4 

1 

1 

2 

88 

6 

29 

21 

I 

14 

41 

1 


215 


Bamsley  - 
Blackburn 
Blackburn  Bank 
Elsecar     - 
Gawber  Hall     - 
Gawber  New     - 
High  Green 
Hohne's  Main  - 
Inland 
Loftus  Gktte 
Low  Laith 
Lowther  Main  - 
Manston  Low  Main 
Park  Gate 
Silkstone  - 
South  Elgin 
Stanley  Main     - 
Staveley    - 
Swallow  Wood  - 
Wosbro'Park   - 
W.  E.  DeTonshire 
Orerton- 


TOKS. 


680 

202 

88 

1,148 

46 

477 

88,545 

28,514 

8,788 

240 

1,522 

2,288 

1,196 

280 

18,827 

42,819 

449 

69,886 

6,150 

7,822 

24,120 

246 


268,222 


180 

16 

20 

8,106 

2,486 

54 

14 

25 

57 

104 

481 

62 

56 

204 

8,111 

662 

2,915 

2,082 

80 

1,870 

8,288 

240 


20,518 


SHIPS. 


QUALITT. 


SCOTCH 
1 

8 

56 

1 
87 


1 
87 
17 


157 


Fordel  Main     - 
Halbeath  - 
Newbottle 
Parrot 
Scotch 
Tranent     • 
Wellwood  Splint 
Wemyss    - 
W.  E.  Elgin      - 
Henderson 


WELCH: 

1  Anthracite 

1  Broad  Haven    - 

3  Cwm  Avon 
21  Graigola  - 

4  Kilgettjr   - 

11  Landshipping    - 
82  Uangennech 

1  Uangennech  Nut 

12  Mermyr    - 

4  Milfora  Low  Vein 

11  Nevill's  Uanelly 

19  Stone 

4  Welch       . 


124 


TONS. 


260 

384 

2,542 

88 

2,889 

287 

800 

5 

10,428 

5,646 


FROM 
9 
1 


SUNDRY  PLACES: 

Caanel 
Wigan       . 


10 


SMALL  COAL; 


6 


Adair's      -        • 
Braddyll's  Hetton 
Ei^hton  Moor  - 
Shipcote    - 
Peareth's  - 
Urpeth      - 


CULM  AND  CINDERS : 

8    Culm 

1    Cinders  - 


22,674 


266 

45 

87 

5,842 

987 
3,190 
9,766 

840 
8,024 
1,257 
8,420 
5,616 

810 


83,600 


576 
100 


676 


259 
818 
212 
860 
201 
881 


1,781 


1,637 
172 


RECAPITULATION. 


SHIPS. 


1,821 

1,980 

285 

188 

2,408 

1,064 

215 

157 

124 

10 

6 

8 

1 


8,162 


QUAUTY. 


0.49. 


Newcastle  .--.---- 

Newcastle  WaDsend •        - 

Blyth 

Sunderland  ....-••- 
Sunderland  Wallsend  -.--.- 
Stockton  --------- 

Yorkshire  --- 

Scotch 

Welch 

From  Sundry  Places  ------ 

Small  Coal 

Culm        - 

Cinders     -... 

Total,  1836 

Q2 


TONS. 


595,845 

687,976 

71,775 

84,083 

709,448 

268,222 

20,518 

22,674 

88,600 

676 

1,781 

1,637 

172 


2,398,352 
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APPENDIX  TO  REPORT  FROM  THE 


No.  1.— Amoumt  of  Supply;  showing  each  Coal  District  from  which  it  b  deriyed,  &c. — conttnued. 


SEABORNE,  1887. 


SHIPS. 


QUALITY. 


NEWCASTLE: 


54 
84 

8 

4 
1Q3 

1 

1 
82- 
98 

1 
44 
95 

4 

7 

18 

85 

115 

1 
16 
58 
128 
24 
50 

4 
10 

1 

2 
68 

1 
88 
76 
85 

5 
38 
24 

85 
26 
40 

8 
29 

2 
52 
79 

1 

2 
145 

8 
18 

1 
68 
84 


1,960 


Adair's  Main    -  •        •        • 

Bensham  -        •  •        •        - 

Bishop      -        -  .        -        . 

Bradley   -        -  .        -        - 

Bnrdon    -        -  -        -        - 

Bute's  Main      -  -  *     • 
Bute's  Main  Stream  •        -        - 
Bute's  Tanfield  Moor 
Carr  &  Co.'s  Hartley 

Charlotte  Main  .        -        - 

Chester    -        -  -        -        - 

Dean's  Promise  ... 

East  Percy       .  -        .        • 

East  Tanfield    .  .        .        . 

Eiehton  Moor  -  -        -        - 

Ellison  Main    -  -        .        - 

Felling 

Forest      -        -  -        .        - 

Garesfield         .  -        •        - 

Hebburn  Main  -  -        -        - 

Holywell 

Howard  -        -  -        -  /     - 

Leazes      -        .  -        -        - 

Main  Team       -  -        .        - 

Medomsley       -  .        .        - 

Mixed      -        .  -        .        - 

Newcastle  Main  .        .        - 

Orde's  Redheugh  - 

Park  Main  Steam  ... 

Pelaw      -        -  •        .        . 

Pelton  Main     -  -        .        . 

Picton      -        -  -        -        - 

Pitf  s  Tanfield  .  .        .        . 

Pontop  Windsor's  -        .        - 

Pontop  Windsor's  (Stanhope  & 

Tyne  Company). 
Russeirs  High  Main 
Shipcote  - 
South  Hartley  - 
South  Beaumont 
South  Pontop  - 
Stormont  Main 
Tanfield  Moor  « 
Townley  Glebe 
Townley  Splint 
Townley  Steam 
West  Hartley   - 
Wejiit  Kenton    - 
Whiiefield 
Whitley   - 
Willington 
Wylame   - 


NEWCASTLE  WALLSEND: 

56  Bell's  and  Brown's  - 

150  Bewicke  &  Co's 

82  Brown's  ... 

1  Burraton .  •  • 
17  Chirton  ... 
72  Clark  &  Co's   - 

2  Clark  &  Co.'s  Hartley 
124  Gosforth  . 

12  Grace's    - 

2  Greenwell 

146  Heaton     ... 

121  Hilda 


TONS. 


22,875 

18,008 

2,010 

1,397 

86,904 

418 

296 

11,860 

27,102 

108 

15,456 

29,386 

1,209 

1,680 

3,158 

10,374 

38,781 

296 

5,522 

13,282 

52,162 

7,948 

19,022 

911 

3,402 

36 

868 

27,147 

151 

27,146 

25,405 

8,418 

1,958 

14,449 

9,220 

27,266 

6,557 

14,202 

866 
11,464 

311 
20,859 
26,153 

148 

868 

51,053 

2,718 

4,551 

288 
20,530 
35,399 


655,083 


16,414 
52,603 
28,762 

112 

6,696 

23,399 

539 

42,307 

2,009 

338 
49,951 
48,005 


SHIPS. 


QUAUTT. 


Newcastlb  Walisbnd— con^tnt<€£E> 

131  Hotspur's 

1  Hutton     ... 

258  Killingworth     - 

8  Kingscote  k  Co.'s     - 

13  Lanchester 
42  Medomsley 

5  Mount  Moor     • 

115  Newmarch's 

93  Northumberland's     • 

112  Peareth'g- 

27  Percy  Bensham 

49  Perkins    -        -        • 

1  Pickwick 

69  Riddell's- 

14  Stanhope  Steam 

1 1  Todd  &  Co.'s  Bensham 

84  Urpeth      - 

41  Waldridge 

48  Walker    - 

1  Woodside 


1,848 


BLYTH; 


BIyth  Main 
Cowpen    - 
Hartley    - 
Netherton 


Beamish  South  Moor 
Bell's  Primrose 
Bowse's  Main  * 
Eden  Main 
High  Main 
Lambton  Primrose 
Richmund  Main 


SUNDERLAND  WALLSEND: 


140 
380 
275 
665 
571 

1 

8 

20 

61 

128 

1 
174 
262 

2 
12 


Belmont  - 
Braddyll's  Hetton 
Haswell   • 
Hetton     - 
Lambton  « 
Lumley    . 
Lyon's     - 
North  Hetton  Lyon' 
Pemberton  &  Co.'s 
Russell's  Hetton 
Steam  Boat 
Stewart's  - 
Stewart's  Seaham 
Wear  Steam  Boat 
Whitwell  • 


2,695 


STOCKTON; 


1 

79 

4 

1 


Adelaide  .  .  • 
Butter  Knowle  Main 
Butter  Knowle  Nut  - 
Hartlepool  Nut 


Toirs* 


50,646 
108 

82,699 

969 

4,867 

13,687 
1,764 

89,910 

30,628 

85,412 
7,428 

16,214 
84 

28,489 
4,759 
2,086 
7,762 

14,662 

14,189 
74 


621^42 


8,872 

9,986 

86,711 

16,887 


71,866 


6,887 
4,606 

108 

8,487 

7 

2,316 

911 


17,717 


48,976 

121,682 

84,471 

204,668 

166,791 

268 

1,799 

5,684 

16,768 

84,072 

106 

58,874 

78,110 

296 

4,279 


816,794 


122 

18,865 

442 

288 
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No.  1.— Amount  of  Supply,  &c.— Seaborae,  1887 — continued. 


SBlPf. 


QUALITY. 


STOccroif — contmusd. 


1 

3 

77 

6 

50 

45 

96 

I 

3 

2 

7 

131 

185 

11 

1 

2 

11 

4 


67 

26 

155 

257 

1 
18 
6 
3 
38 
86 
40 


1,883 


South  Durham  Nut  - 

Tees  Nut  - 

West  Hetton  Nut     - 

West  Tees  Nut 

W.  E.  Adelaide's      - 
Auckland 
Barrett's 
Barrin^u's  - 
Brown  s  Deanery 
Butter  Knowle 
Clarence 
Clarence  Hetton 
Claverings 
Gordon  - 
Hartlepool     • 
Lands    - 
Mui^raTe's    - 
Nevins's  Tanfield 
New  Tees 
North  Gordon 
Norwood  Hetton 
Old  Elherley 
St  Helen's     - 
Seymour's 
South  Durham 
Tees 

Tees  Hetton  - 
Tees  Tanfield- 
Thomley 
Thrislin^n  - 
Victorias 
West  Hetton  - 
West  Tees      - 


YORKSHIRE: 


8 

34 

3 

13 

1 

1 
15 

8 
88 

2 

1 
41 


155 


Bamesley 
Elsecar    - 
GawberHall    - 
Inland 
Methall    - 
Methley   -' 
Oyerton   - 
Silkstone  - 
Stanley    - 
Staveley  - 
Thorp  Hall       - 
Union  Steam    - 
W.  R  DeTonshire 


SCOTCH: 


1 
1 
3 


Burnt  Island 
Donibristle 
Fordel  Main 


125 

409 

64 

513 

21,146 

1,077 

15,285 

12,214 

8,282 

262 

108 

291 

1,335 

34,282 

57,774 

2,968 

265 

500 

1,234 

845 

4,999 

93 

16,457 

5,924 

47,781 

65,563 

130 

5,544 

1,513 

943 

8,201 

25,103 

9,548 


370,530 


161 

3,141 

202 

393 

14 

56 

114 

1,006 

1,052 

3,865 

199 

278 

4,482 


14,963 


114 
180 
498 


Scotch — continued. 


4 

1 

25 

56 

4 

1 

1 

25 

14 

\ 

18 


154 


Halbeath  - 

Newbottle 

Parrot      • 

Scotch     .        -        - 

Torry       -        .        - 

Trannet    -        -        - 

Wellwood  Steam 

W.  E.  Elgin     . 
Henderson 
Preston  Grange 
Selb/s  - 


WELCH: 

1 
1 
1 

Q 

14 
13 
20 

5 

3 
29 

2 

3 
34 

2 

3 


133 


Broad  HaTen  - 
Bryndwy 
Bushy  Vein 
Cwm  Avon 
Graigola  - 
Landshipping   - 
Uangennech     - 
Llangennech  Nut 
Little  Milford  - 
Merthyr  - 
Neath  Abbey    - 
Nevill's  Uanelly 
Stone 
Waterloo  - 
Welch      - 


FROM  SUNDRY  PLACES; 

8         Canuel 
1         Lonsdale 
1         Park  End 


10 


SMALL  COAL: 


2 

1 


Adair's  -  -  - 
Beamish  South  Moor 
Belmont  - 
Eighton  Moor  - 
Leazes 
Medomsley 
Urpeth  . 
Peareth's  - 


CULM  AND  CINDERS : 


Culm 
Cinders 


RECAPITULATION. 


SHIPS. 


1,960 

1,848 

282 

84 

2,695 

1,383 

155 

154 


QUALITY. 


Newcastle 

Newcastle  Wallsend  - 

Blyth      . 

Sunderland 

Sunderland  Wallsend 

Stockton 

Yorkshire 

Scotch     •        -        - 


TONS. 


655,083 

621,542 

71,856 

17,717 

816,794 

370,530 

14,963 

18,735 


SHIPS. 


133 

10 

7 

7 

2 


8,720 


QUALITY. 


Welch     - 

From  Sundry  Places 
Small  Coal       - 
Culm       -    •    - 
Cinders   -        -        - 


Total,  1837  -  - 


TONS. 


530 

40 

2,787 

5,138 

482 

115 

64 

3,578 

4,237 

00 

882 


18,735 


135 

430 

320 

57 

3,937 

3,495 

6,360 

1,165 

324 

6,830 

525 

1,086 

7,778 

391 

467 


33,259 


639 

4 
500 


1,14^ 


518 
320 
3i 
918 
7 
394 
725 
257 


3,170 


1,759 
446 


33,259 

1,143 

3,170 

1,759 

446 


2,626,997 


o.4g. 


as 


Digitized  by 
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APPENDIX  TO  REPORT  FROM  THE 


No.  1. — ^Amount  of  Supply ;  showing  each  Coal  District  from  which  it  is  deriTed,  kc^contitmed. 


SEABORNE,  1888. 


SHIPS. 


aUAUTT. 


NEWCASTLE: 

62       Adairs  Main 


10 
86 

2 
11 

1 
95 
24 

158 

82 

8 

1 

98 
6 

8 
1 
7 

28 

103 
3 

10 

61 

6 

108 

27 

61 

I 
0 


68 

87 
148' 
21 
88 
68 

10 
86 

11 
6 

58 
8 

81 

26 
1 

66 
68 

1 

18 

105 
18 
48 
74 


2,008 


Baker  Main  •  -  . 
Bensham  -  -  -  - 
Bishop  -  -  -  - 
Bradley  .... 
Brandling  ... 
Burdon  -  -  -  - 
Bute's  Tanfield  Moor 

Carr  &  Co.'s  Hartley 
Chester  Main    -        .        - 
Carr  &  Co/s  Hartley  Steam 
Coxlodge .        -        -        - 


Dean's  Primrose 
Derwent  Main  • 

East  Percy 
East  Tanfield    - 
Eighton  Moor  - 
Eluson  Main    - 


Felling     - 
Forest 

Graresfield 


Hebhum  -        -        - 
Howorth  Hartley  Steam 
Holywell  Main 
Howard   -        -        - 


Long  Becton    -        .        • 

Main  Team       •        •        • 
Medomsley       -        .        - 

Newcastle  Hartley    •> 

Orde's  Redheugh 

Pelaw  Main      -  -  - 

Pelton      .        .  -  - 

Picton  Main     -  -  - 
Pontop  Windsor's 

Pontop  Windsor's  (Stanhop 

Tyne  Company.) 

Prudboe  Main  -  -  . 

Russell's  High  Main 

Smith  &  Cc's  Primrose     - 

South  Beaumont 

South  Hartley  ... 

South  Holywell 

South  Tanfield  High  Main 

South  Pontop  •        .        - 

Swinhope  Main 

Tanfield  Moor  -  *  * 

Townley  Glebe  -  *  - 

Townley  Splint  *  • 
Townley  Steam 

Usworth  Main  *        -        - 

Wesfc  Hartley  • 

Whitefield 

Willington  -        .        * 

Wylam  .  -   *   - 


& 


TONS. 


24,680 

8,095 

4,088 

442 

8,761 

106 

84,776 

8,868 

47,844 

12,022 

494 

100 

28.645 
1,518 

1,247 

209 

1,808 

8,632 

32,786 

887 

6,763 

10,125 

919 

40,240 

9,121 

17,719 
880 

127 
8,691 

899 

25,704 

26,886 
51,404 
8,997 
12,675 
26,842 

8,784 

22,788 

8,588 

1,419 

21,550 

41 

10,187 

9,899 

164 

24,586 

20,210 

42 

807 

4,211 

87,980 

4,846 

14,502 

29,928 


661,556 


SHIPS. 


QUALITT. 


NEWCASTLE  WALLSEND: 


54 
45 

1 
87 

1 

8 
46 

II 
2 

109 
80 

184 
107 
105 

1 
234 

12 
8 
5 

141 

71 

112 

2 

27 

71 

101 

2 
2 

21 
1 

18 

60 

64 

8 


1,626 


BLYTH: 

60 
27 

111 
88 
45 


826 


Bell's  &  Brown's 
Bewicke  &  Co.'s 
Birtley  [  - 
Brown's  - 
Burraton 


Chirton    - 
Clark  &Co.'s    - 

Dunn's     - 
Dunn's  Bensham 

Gosforth  - 
Grace's     - 


Heaton     - 
Hilda       -        . 
Hotspur's  - 

Kibhlesworth    • 
Killingworth    • 

Lanchester 
Medomsley  -    - 
Mount  Moor    - 

Newmarch's 
Northumberland's 
Peareth's  - 


Pelton 

Percy  Bensham 
Perkins    - 
Riddell's  - 


South  Tanfield 
Stanhope  Steam 

Todd  &  Co.'s  Bensham 
Tood  &  Watson's 

Urpeth  - 
Waldridge 
Walker  - 
Woodside 


Blyth  Main 
Cowpen    - 

Hartley    - 
Netherton 
Radclifie  - 


SUNDERLAND  i 


89 
8 
1 

19 

8 

10 

12 

1 


88 


Beamish  South  Moor 
Bell's  Primrose 
Belmont  Nut    - 

Durham  Main  - 
Easin^n  Main 
Eden  Main 

Lambton  Primrose  • 
Pemberton's  Primrose 
Richmund  Main ' 


TONS. 


15,050 
16,404 

190 
12,684 

413 

8,161 
14,717 

1,522 
476 

36,566 
6,063 

44,310 
39,803 
39,697 

182 
71,862 

4,196 

2,130 

596 

46,672 
23,326 
36,148 

725 

8,292 

22,474 

38,973 

646 
766 

4,264 
174 

4,003 

18,217 

16,600 

237 


523,013 


12,220 
6,734 

83,859 

18,177 

6,972 


75,962 


5,935 

1,061 

63 

6,207 

825 

2,406 

2,949 

182 

84 


19,701 
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No.  1.— Amount  of  Supply,  &o. — Seaborne,!  888— con^nw^rf. 


8HTP8. 


QUALTnr. 


SUNDERLAND  WALL8END: 

Belmont  -  -  - 
BraddyirsHetton     - 

Haswell    - 
Hetton     - 

Keepier    .        •        - 

Lambton  -  -  - 
Lumlej  -  -  - 
Lyons       -        •        • 

30       North  Hetton  Lyons 

47       Pemberton  &  Co.'s 

126       Russell'  Hettons 


183 
346 

202 
616 


479 
.6 
14 


3 
153 
300 

82 


2,637 


Steam  Boat 
Stewart's  - 
Stewart's  Seaham 


Whitwell 


STOCKTON: 


1 
62 

11 
1 

1 

3 

4 

2 

124 

12 

44 

59 
8 

27 

7 
13 

4 

1 
16 

9 
12 
21 

38 

96 

239 

2 

7 
11 
19 

1 


38 

106 

1 

146 


Adelaide  .        -        •        • 

Brown's  Deanery  Nut 
Butter  Knowle  Main 

Clarence  Hetton 
Cragwood  Nut  -        -        - 

Pease's  Nnt      .        -        - 

Tees  Nnt 

Union  Main      -        •        -        - 

Wingate  Main  -        -        - 
W.  E.  Adelaide's      -        -        - 
Auckland       -        -        - 

Barrett's         -        .        - 
Barrington's 
Harrington's  &  Flintoflf s 

Mixed. 
Brown's  Deanery    -  ^     - 
Brown's  Deanery  Splint 
Brown*8  Deanery  Steam  - 
Butter  Knowle 

Chaytor's  .  .  - 

Clarence  •  -  - 

Clavering's  -  -  - 

Coundon  .  -  . 

Cragwood  .  .  - 

FlintoflTs 

Gk>rdon  -  -  -  - 

Hartlepool  .  -  - 

Mui^raves  -.  -  " 

Nevin's  Tanfield    - 
New  Tees 
North  Gordon  - 
-   Norwood  Hetton    - 

OldEtherly    - 

St.  Helen's     - 

S^Fmeor's      -  .        - 

Seymour's  Steam  f 

Sout^  Durham  • 


049* 


TONS. 


39,196 
118,807 

61,998 
184,908 

124 

188,725 
1,782 
8,187 

7,670 

13,988 

34,967 

362 
46,680 
88,482 

27,701 


768,517 


116 

;i05 

11,996 

2,082 
240 

284 

789 

906 

609 

33,729 

2,224 

18,488 

16468 

971 

6,566 

1,006 

2,652 

312 

127 
8,025 
1,777 
1,909 
4,270 

8,698 

28,842 

82,868 

156 

2,382 

1,985 

8,612 

217 

928 

8,560 

23,816 

155 

43,278 


SHIPS. 


QUALITT. 


Stockton — continued. 


269 
1 

18 
7 
8 

68 

74 
55 


1,637 


W.KTees 

Tees  Hetton 
Tees  Tanfield 
Tennant's 
Thomley  - 

Victoria's 

West  Hetton 
West  Tees 


YORKSHIRE: 


31 
2 

29 
2 
8 

80 

2 
2 

16 

1 

1 

2 

6 

88 

1 

81 

1 


1 
42 


Brampton  Main 
Cortwood 
Elsecar    - 
Garforth  Low  Main 
Gawber  Hall    - 
Inland 


252 


Lower  Main     • 
Lowther  Main  • 

Manston  Low  Main 
Melton  Field    - 

Newmarket 
Newton  Main   - 

Park  Gate 

Park  Gate  Steam 

Silkstone 
Stanley  Main    - 
Staveley   - 
StafibrdMain  - 

Victoria  Main  • 

Wosbro'  Park  - 
W..E.  Deronshire 


SCOTCH: 
.  2 

8 

1 
1 

1 
20 

2 

29 

86 
11 

16 

2 

63 

80 

1 


8 


278 


TONS. 


Burnt  Island    • 

Charleston 
Cockenzie  Chew 
CowdenBeath  - 

Blphinstone  Tower   - 

Halbeath  - 

Middlerig 

Parrot      - 

Scotch      .        -        - 
Standrig  -        -        - 

Torry       -        -        - 

Wellwood  Splint 

W.E.  Elgin     -        - 
Henderson      • 
Preston  Grange 
Scott's    - 
Wellwood 


66,722 

60 

5,875 

1,651 

1,778 

10,433 

21,845 
11,447 


424,454 


Q4 


3,076 
73 

2,379 

^03 

447 

906 

814 
107 

1,558 
50 

75 
92 

116 

618 

8,169 

115 

8,115 

50 

416 

80 
4,590 


21,496 


221 

75 
51 

82 

148 
2,150 

855 

2,791 

6,787 
1,885 

1,728 

818 

5,686 

6,739 

180 

225 

660 


30,025 
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APPENDIX  TO  REPORT  FROM  THE 


No.  1. — Amount  of  Supply,  &c. — Seaborne;  1848 — cofUinuecU 


SHIPS* 


QUiJJTT. 


WELCH 


2 


28 

10 

42 

6 

5 

16 

1 
14 

1 

68 
I 

1 

i 

10 

7 


209 


Blaendare 

Cwm  Avon 

Graigola  - 

Landshipping    • 
LlaDgennech     - 
Uangennech  Nat 
Little  Milford  - 


Merthyr    - 

Neath  Abbey    - 
Neville's  Llanelly 
Newport  - 

Stone 
Swansea   - 

Tredegar  - 

Varley 

Waterloo  - 
Welch      - 


FROM  SUNDRY  PLACES: 


10 


Broughton 
Cannel 
Park  End 


TOICS. 


280 

206 

6,766 

8,198 

12,642 

1,169 

429 

8,688 

140 

4,068 

816 

16,684 
60 

860 

888 

1,491 
660 


49,898 


286 

866 

88 


784 


SHIPS. 


QUAUTT* 


SMALL 
8 

1 
1 
1 
1 

2 
2 


11 


COAL; 

Adair's  - 
Dunn's  - 
Grace's  - 
Hetton  - 
Lumley  - 
Peareth's 

Pemberton  &  Co.'s 
RadclifiTe  - 
Urpeth     - 


CULM  AND  CINDERS : 

9         Culm 


12 


Cinders 


TONS. 


789 

84 

84 

21 

47 

529 

461 

216 

68 

2,294 


2,026 


1,414 


RECAPITULATION. 


SHIPS. 


2,008 

1,626 

826 

88 

2,687 

1,687 

262 

278 

209 

10 

11 

9 

12 


9,008 


QUAUTT. 


Newcastle        .•..-.-- 
Newcastle  Wallsend  ------- 

Blyth 

Sunderland       --.--..- 
Sunderland  Wallsend        ------ 

Stockton 

Yorkshire         ..---.-- 
Scotch      ---.--•-. 

Wdch 

From  Sundry  Places 

Small  Coal       -' 

Culm 

Cinders    --- 

Total,  1888 


T0K8. 


661,666 

628,018 

76,962 

19,701 

768,617 

424,464 

21,496 

80,026 

49,898 

784 

2,294 

2,026 

1,414 


2,681,086 
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No.  1. — ^Amount  of  Supply ;  showing  each  Cool  District  from  which  it  is  derived,  &c. — eontinuetL 


SEABORNE,  1889. 


SHIPS. 


QUALITY. 


NEWCASTLE: 
77       Adairs  Mein 


34 

8 

6 

2 

19 

63 

34 

130 

24 

2 

91 
6 

2 

1 

33 

105 

6 

39 

1 

109 

15 

1 
5 
3 

109 

5 
1 

3 

1 

73 

61 

148 

11 

81 

144 

1 
19 

38 

1 

1 

23 

3 

39 

34 

61 

68 

5 

47 

100 

7 
26 
35 

1 
70 


1,956 


Bell's,  Robson  k  Co/s  Hartley  - 

Bensham  Main  •        •  •  • 

Blaydon  Main  -        -  -  • 

Bradlej  Main  -        -  .  - 

Bnddle's  West  Hartley  - 

Burdon  Main  -        -  -  - 
Bate's  Tanfield  Moor 

Carr  &  Co-'s  Hartley 

Chester  Main    -        -  -  - 

Clark  &  Co.'8  Hartley  Stream  - 

Dean's  Primrose       -  .  - 

Dunn's  Stream          •  .  . 

East  Percy       -        .  .  - 

Ei^hton  Moor  -        -  -  - 

Ellison  Main    •        -  •  - 

Felling  Main    -        -  -  - 

Oaresfield         •        -  .  - 

Hebbnm  Main  •        -  -  - 

Heworth  Hartley  Stream  - 

Holywell  Main         •  •  ' 

Howard  Main  -        -  -  • 

Howne's  Main          .  .  - 

Hunter's  Main  -        -  •  - 

Hunter's  Tanfield     -  -  - 

Leaze's  Main    -        -  -  - 

Medomsley       -        .  .  - 

Morpeth  Main  -        -  -  - 

Newcastle  Hartley    - 

North  Elswick          .  -  ^ 

Orde's  Redheugh      .  •  - 

Pelaw  Main      -        -  •  - 

Pelton  Main     -        -  •  - 

Picton  Main     .        -  •  - 

Pontop  Windsor's     -  -  - 

Pontop  Windsor's  (Stanhope  k 

Tyne  Company). 

Preston  Main            .  .  - 

Pradhoe  Main  -        -  -  - 

Rnsscill's  High  Main 

Sacristan  Main          -  -  - 

St.  Peter's  Main        .  -  - 
Smith  k  Co  s  Pontop 
South  Beaumont       ... 

South  Hartley  -        -  -  - 

South  Pontop  -        -  -  - 

Tanfield  Moor  *        -  -  - 

Townley  Glebe          -  -  - 

Tyne  Steam      -        -  -  . 

Usworth  Main  -        .  -  - 


West  Hartley 
West  T^field 
Whitefield 
Wiliington 
Wortley  Main 
Wylam     - 


TOVS. 


30,001 

12,252 

959 

1,157 

852 

5,628 

18,945 

9,227 

41,305 

8,538 

566 

26,462 
1,201 

216 

429 

9,830 

80,689 

1,408 

7,789 

249 

36,188 

4,830 
233 

1,861 

1,108 

15,850 

1,638 
318 

666 
169 

28,864 

18,974 
58,030 
2,061 
11,444 
52,804 

818 
5,386 

11,444 

429 

124 

8,093 

561 

13,222 

13,865 

23,977 

21,370 

873 

16,971 

34,269 
2.157 
6,568 

10,715 
21 

28,175 


640,789 


SHIPS. 


QUALITY. 


NEWCASTLE  WALLSEND: 


0.49- 


54 
4 

36 
1 

56 
3 
2 

8 

42 

2 

7 

105 
17 

125 

108 

116 

2 

11 

202 

2 


121 
38 

151 
33 
66 
95 

15 
12 
28 
10 

15 
1 


49 

42 

5 

1,596 


336 


Bede's      - 

Bell's  and  Brown's 

Bett's 

Bewicke  &  Co.'s 

Blenkinsop 

Brown's  - 

Bnrraton 

Byker      • 

Chirton  •  - 
Clark  fcCo's    - 
Clennell's 
Dunn's     - 

Oosforth  - 
Grace's    - 

Heaton  - 
Hilda  - 
Hotspur^s  - 
Hutton     - 

Kibblesworth    • 
Killingworth     - 
Lanchester 
Medomsley 
Mount  Moor    - 

New  march's     - 
Northumberland's 


Peareth's  - 
Percy  Bensham 
Perkins    • 
Riddell's  - 


Sacristan  -        .        • 
Smith  &Co.'s  - 
South  Tanfield - 
Swinbura's 

Todd  k  Co.'s  Bensham 
Todd  k  Watson's      - 


Urpeth     - 

Waldridge 
Walker    - 


Wcstgate  - 


BLYTH : 

56 

54 

136 

0.0 


Blyfh  Main 
Cowpen  - 
Hartley  - 
Netherton 


SUNDERLAND: 

35  Beamish  South  Moor 

3  Bell's  Primrow 

1  Easineton  Main 

18  Eden  Main 

1  Lambton  Promise     - 

1  Lumley  Stream 

1  South  Moor 

1  Stewart's  W.  R  Nutt 


61 


TONS. 


213 
13,54t( 

550 
12,058 

159 

17,71B 

1,123 

233 

2,8^ 

13,394 

856 

1,547 

38,490 
3,726 

40,371 

40,901 

41,418 

646 

1,603 

63,89ft 

711 

537 

1,609 

40,046 

12,W2 

47,347 

9,207 

19,50S 

30,402 

5,038 
3,v0v 
8,726 
4,045 

3,288 
249 

664 

18,50r 

12,147 

1,0B6 


510,484 


11,85ft 
ll,ft5f 
40,068 
20,868 


84,745 


5,108 
944 
llO 

4,0^ 

22ft 

15 

33f 

2M 


10,9M 


R 
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SHIPS. 


QUALITY. 


SUNDERLAND  WAULSEND: 


807 

184 
686 


668 

4 


20 

ei 

99 

7 
92 

129 


2^44 


Belmont.  - 
Biaddjll's  Hetton 

Haswell   - 
Hetton     - 


Eeepier 

Lambton 

Lumley 

Lyon's 


North  Hetton  LjonV 

Pemberton  k  (3o/s   - 

Ruaseirs  Hetton 

Steam*boat 
Stewart's  -        -        - 
Stewart's  Seaham 


Whitwell 


STOCKTON: 

22      Brown's  Deanery  Steam 
16      Butter  Knowle  Nam. 
1       Qale  Main 

Norwood  Main 
Seymour's  Steam 
Tennant'ft  Nut  - 

Windleston  Nut 

W.  E.  Adelaide's      - 

Auckland 
Auckland  Park 

Barrett's 
Barrineton's  - 
Bowes  s  Pontop 
Brown's  Deanery 
Butter  Knowle 

Clarence  Hetton 
Clarence  Tees 
Clavering's     - 
CornfortE 
Coundon 
Cragwood 

Evenwood 
FlintoflTs 
Gordon  - 
Hartlepool 
Hartley 

^Kelloe    - 
Nevins's  Tanfield 
New  Tees 
North  Gordon 
Norwood  Hetton 

Old  Etberiey  - 
Preston 
Rbhardson's  • 

St  Helen's     • 
St  Walton  Steam 
Seymour's 
South  D^ham 

Tees 

Tees  Hetton  - 


o 

1 

1 

7 
104 

16 

82 
91 

4 
82 

1 

62 
16 
7 
10 
20 
25 

7 

4 

61 

217 

17 

38 

12 

13 

4 

3 

7 

12 

6 

14 

2 

110 

121 

95 


TOUs. 


28^676 

104,797 

67,261 
171,679 

1,707 

168,9S7 
1,142 
7,627 

6,090 

17,410 

27,241 

1,867 

29,081 

108,128 

41,794 


761,821 


8,878 

8,406 

180 

1,241 
206 
362 

1,418 
26,302 

142 
1,717 

26,101 

22,868 

833 

8,626 

118 

12,321 
8,177 
1,847 
2,618 
3,620 
6,866 

1,861 

976 

14,870 

76,994 

8,290 

13,268 


2,883 
809 
796 

1,440 

2,647 

861 

2,346 

870 

29,968 

86,002 

69,066 
22,806. 


SHIPS. 


QUAUTT. 


Stocktow— c©»<ttfaerf. 

17  W.  E.  Tees  Tanfield 

76  Tennanfs 

2  Tennant's  Hartlepool 

6  Thomley        -        - 

Union    -        -        - 

Victoria's 


I 
60 
66 
26 

7 


1,772 


West  Auckland 
West  Hetton  - 
West  Tees      - 
Windleston    • 
Witton  Park  - 


YORKSHIRE: 


6 
83 

6 
80 
19 

3 
87 
18 

8 

64 

4 

22 


4 

6 

12 

4 
1 
I 
6 

2 

4 

1 

1 

78 

29 

18 
62 

1 

1 

1 

42 

100 


616 


Astley 

Bamsley  - 
Brampton  Main 

Darley  Main    - 
£lBecar     - 
Fbckton  - 


Gkrfonh  High  Main 
Gkrforth  Low  Main 
Garforth  Seconds 
GawberHall    - 

Inland  ... 
Kippax     -        -        . 

Lowther  Main  - 

Manston  Low  Main  • 
Methley  -  -  - 
Methley  Low  Main  - 
Micklefield  High  Main 

New  Flookton 
Newton    -        .        - 
Old  Haigh  Moor       - 
Park  Gate 

Robinhood 
RothweU  Haigh 

Selbv       . 
Shafton  Main   • 
Silkstone  -        -        - 
Starely    - 


Thorp  HaU 
Victoria  - 


Warren  House  - 
Worsbro'  Dale  - 
Worsbro'  Park 
W.  E.  Devonshire's 
Pope's  - 


TOMS. 


4^892 

^2,974 

740 

htm 


1,710 
18,661 
12,212 

6,719 
«72 

!  475,m 


184 

826 
3,007 

406 

SI89 

816 
4,992 
1,219 

622 

1,408 
448 

1,669 

3,648 

288 

298 

1,161 

245 

60 

66 

477 

129 

259 

460 
115 

6,490 
3,104 

1,017 
5462 

205 

50 

48 

4,649 

16,^59 

62,771 


SCOTCH: 


1 
4 
8 


Alloa       - 

Berwick  Town  Hill  - 
Bridgeness 

Caprington 
Clackmannan   - 
Charlestown 

East  Hartley    - 

Halbeath  - 
Inverkeithing  Splint 
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No.  1. — Auovtn  of  Sapply,  bo— ^Sei^rne,  18S9 — eantmuetL 


SHIPS. 


QUALITT. 


ScoorcB — continued. 
S   4  Parrot 


56 

8 

4 

5 

ri 

8 
^4 

8 

7 

1 

39 


SOD 


Scotch 

Tony 
Tranent 


Wellwood  Slint 

W.E,  Elgin     - 
Erekine 
Henderson 
Preston  Orange 
Scott's   - 
Selb/s  . 
Wellwood       - 


WELCH: 


I 
8 

1 
I 


16 

1 
1 

Id 

1 

8 

'40 

1 

1 

11 


Aberdare 
Aberdare 
Anthracite 

Binding  • 
Broad  Haren 

Cwm  Avon 

Eaglet  Brush 

Graigola  - 

Kilvqrmont 

Landore   - 
Landdiippiag 
Lewi^  Jp  lery  Vein 
Little  Milford 
Llangeniiecfa 
Uansennech  Nat 
Longnor  - 

Merthyr  ^ 


TOVS* 


616 

4,888 

288 
484 

864 

6,268 

661 

8,860 

962 

776 

100 

8)688 


28,276 


810 

B07 
502 

160 
127 

180 

140 

4,667 

60 

118 

8,988 

76 

876 

12,986 

862 

170 

8,606 


SHIPS. 


QUAUTT. 


Wsum — < 

I 

8 
1 
1 
7 
41 

2 

1 


169 


•continued. 

Neath  Abbey    - 
NeviU's  Llanellj       - 

Oakwood  Bituminous 

Porthmanr 

Resolven  Steam 

Stone 

Waterloo  -        -        - 
Welch       - 


FBOM  SUNDRY  PLACES  t 


Cannel  - 
Ince  Hall 
Pembtrton 
Wigan      - 


COAL: 

Primrose 
Sonderland 
Kibbleswordi 
Lambton  « 


CULM  An  CINDERS: 


8 
19 


Culm 
Cinders 


TOKS. 


66 

2,622 

826 

200 

1,768 

9,960 

456 
182 


48,825 


1,171 
100 
140 
4C6 


1,816 


21 

32 

169 

31 


253 


1,491 
2,414 


RECAPITULATION. 


<M9- 


SHIPS. 


1,966 

1,596 

886 

61 

2,554 

1,772 

616 

260 

159 

'14 

4 

8 

19 


9,340 


aUAUTT. 


Newcastle       •-- 

Newcastle  Wallsind 

Blyth 

Snnderland  ..--..*.- 
Sunderland  Wallsead  .  .  .  .  i  .  . 
Stockton  •-...-.•• 

Yoikahire        ..•-..*-.- 

Scotch     - 

Wdch ,        ^        - 

From  Sundry  Places        •-.••-. 

SoallCoal 

Cmtai 

Cisdns   •-.-----•- 

1bTAi,1889  - 


640,789 

610,484 

M,74ft 

I0,9M 

7111^1 

476^40 

89^771 


1,816 


1^1 
S,414 


SyOM^ 


B2 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1^2 
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No.  1. — ^Amount  of  Sapply;  showing  each  Coal  District  from  which  it  is  derived,  kc^^  continued. 


SEABORNE,    184  0. 


ABIPS. 


QUALITY. 


NEWCASTLE : 

67       Adair's  Main 


58 
1 

92 
1 

66 
8 

82 

02 

8 

29 

78 
2 

85 
1 

7 
27 

120 

8 

43 

1 

3:28 

14 

4 
8 

4- 
87 

1 
1 

1 

60 

89 

1?1 

1 

44 

72 

1 
1 

80 

2 

45 

2 

48 
08 
27 

a 

54 
50 


108 

24 

31 

2 

79 


Beirs,  Robson&  Co.'s  Hartley  - 
BenshamMain-     .  - 

Blaydon  Main  -        -  •  • 

Blenkinsop       •        .  •  . 
Buddie's  West  Hartley      - 

Burdon  Main  .        -  -^  . 
Bute's  Tanfield  Moor 

Carr  k  Cos.'s  Hartley  -  - 

Charlotte  Main         •  .  . 

Chester  Main    .        •  .  . 

Dean's  Promise         -  .  . 

Derwent  Gas    -        -  .  - 

DerwentMain  -        -  -  - 

Dunn's  Steam  .        .  .  . 

East  Garesfield 

Ellison  Main    •        -  .  . 

Felling  Main    .        .  •  . 

Garesfield         .        •  .  . 

Hebbnm  Main  -        -  .  - 

Heddon  Main  -        -  .  * 

Holywell  Main         •  .  • 
Howard  Main  -  .      - 

Hunter's  Main  -        •  .  . 
Hunter's  Tanfield     - 

Large  House     -        .  .  • 

Leaze's  Main    •        .  .  • 

Medomsley       -        -  -  . 

Morpeth  Main  -        •  • 

NewDurn  Main          -  .  . 

North  Ekwick          -  -  . 

Orde's  Redheugh      -  .  . 

Pelaw  Main     -        .  ^  • 

Pelton  Main     •        .  •  • 

Picton  Main     .        -  -  . 

Pontop  Windsor's    -  -  - 

Pontop  Windsor's  (Stanhope  k 

Tyne  Company). 
Pott's  and  Co.'s  Primrose  - 

Prudhoe  Main  -        •  •  - 

Russell's  High  Main 

Sacristan  Heap         ... 
Smith  &c  Co.'s  Pontop 
Soath  Beaumont       ... 

South  Hartley  *        -  .  . 

South  Pelaw    -        .  .  - 
South  Pontop  .... 

Steam,  Large    -        •  -  '  - 

Tanfield  Moor  •        -  -  - 
Townley  Glebe          ... 

Usworth  Main           •  .  . 

West  Hartley 
Whitefield 
Willington 
Wortley  Main 
Wylam  Moor 


TOirs. 


1,919 

1 1  ■  — —^ 


26,248 
17,885 

95 

8,820 

188 

21,184 

2,810 

12,288 

27,991 
2,221 
9,960 

28,229 
929 

18,197 
288 

2,052 
7^898 

32,891 

926 

9,229 
159 
45,966 
4,865 
1,802 
2,086 

626 
13,709 

881 
143 
127 
801 

28,995 

18,628 
52,188 
190 
15,699 
29,229 

849 
489 

18,845 

815 
16,585 

160 

11,468 

84,990 

10,159 

1,475 

22,072 
16,996 

2,078 

88,117 

6,495 

9,547 

488 

81,662 


SHIPS. 


685,028 


QUALITY. 


NEWCASTLE  WALLSEND: 


5 
42 

1 

78 

92 

17 

2 

1 
19 
22 
58 
15 

6 
98 

2 

112 

79 

98 

17 

198 

8 

6 

2 

44 

49 

129 

80 

44 

4 
98 
29 

3 
84 


89 

20 

22 

8 

8 


1,505 


317 


Bede's      - 
Bell's  &  Brown's 
Bett's 

Bewjcke  &  Co.'s 
Brown's   - 
Burraton 
Byker      • 
Bywell     . 


Charlaw  -  .        - 

Clark  &Co.'s  - 
Clennell's 

Derwent  -  -        - 

Dunn's     -  -        - 

Gosforth  -  .        . 

Grace's    .  .        - 
Heaton     ... 
Hilda       - 
Hotspur's - 

Kibblesworth  - 

Killing  worth  - 

Lanchester  •>        -    ^ 
Medomsley 

Mount  Moor  - 

Newmarch's  - 

Northumberland's     • 

Pearcth's 

Percy  Bensham 

Perkins    - 

Ramsay's 

Riddell's  -        - 

Sacristan  - 

Smith  k  Co.'s  • 

Swinburne's 

Todd  k  Co.'s  Bensham 
Urpeth     ... 
Waldridge 
Walker    - 

Westgate .  -  - 
Witton  ... 
Woodside 


BLYTH: 

81 

81 

111 

94 


Blyth  Main 
Cowpen    - 
Hartley    - 
Nethert<m 


SUNDERLAND  i 


1 
7 
7 
27 
1 
2 
6 
6 
1 


58 


Beamish  South  Moor 
Bell's  Primrose 
Crag*head  Steam 
Eden  Main 
Harraton  Steam 
Iveston  High  Main  • 
Richmund  Slain 
Shotley  Main   - 
Southwfck  Main 


T0H8. 


708 
11,111 

156 

22,289 

30,286 

6,501 

447 

201 

6,468 

7,671 

17,816 

3,498 

M5I 

30,584 

613 

38,888 

29,020 

82,692 

3,898 

58,291 

1,298 

1,869 

657 

18,874 

16,099 

42,247 

8,616 

13,584 

996 

29,355 

7,489 

870 

12,200 

823 

471 

14,929 

5,350 

3,121 

619 

298 


466,198 


6,765 
18,889 
34,403 
23,330 


83,887 


2,385 

1,538 

7,120 

21 

641 

1,766 

888 

140 


14,663 
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Jfo.  1. — ^Amount  of  Supply,  &c. — Seaborne,  ISiO^eontinued. 


8BIP8* 


QUAUTT. 


SUNDERLAND  WALL8END; 

88  Belmont  .        .        -        < 

1  Bell's        ... 

267  Braddyirs  Hetton     - 

188  Haswell 

24  Hedley's 

546  Hetton 


41 

1>08 

8 

16 

17 

82 

81 

4 
466 

87 


2,416 


Keepier    -        .        . 

Lambton  -  •  . 
Lumley  -  -  - 
Lyon's      -        -        . 

North  Hetton  Lyon's 

Pemberton  &  Co.'s  - 

Russell's  Hetton 

Steam  Boat 
Stewart's  - 
Stewart's  Seaham 

WhitweU  - 


1 

1 

2 

119 

10 

66 
67 
69 

16 
3 

28 

i 
^1 

38 

16 

1 

6 
108 

45 

172 
11 

104 
3 

8 
4 


6 

1 
88 
10 

o^9- 


STOCKTON : 

3  Best  Nut-  •  -  . 
3  Bond's  Main  -  -  - 
9       Brown's  Deanery  Steam    - 

1  Caradoc  Hartlepool  Main  - 

2  Copley  Bent  ... 
2       Copley  Deanery 

East  Hetton  Main     - 

Tees  Hartley  Steam  - 

Walton  Steam  ... 
Windleston  Nut 
Witton  Park     ... 
W.  E.  Adelaide's      - 

Auckland  Park 

Barrett's 
Barrineton's  - 
Brown's  Deanery    - 

Caradoc  Hartlepool 
Cassop  Moor  - 
Clarence  Hetton     - 
Clarence  Tees 
Claverinflfs     - 
Comforth 
Coundon 
Cragwood 

East  Hetton    - 
Evenwood 

Grordon  -        -        . 

Hartlepool     - 
Howden  HartlejH)ol 

Kelloe   .        -        - 
Maclean's 

New  Tees 
North  Gordon 
Norwood  Hetton    • 

Old  Etherley 

Richardson's  Hartley 
Richardson's  Steam 
Richardson's  Tees  - 
Rippon's 


TOHS. 


27,281 

260 

88,968 

62,964 

6,664 

169,081 

10,692 

153,984 

699 

8,794 

6,092 

22,629 

28,406 

1,796 

1,157 

128,198 

80,121 


716,486 


612 
1,016 
1,419 

68 
268 
420 

1,587 

150 

260 

210 

605 

27,686 

1,281 

19,877 
16,121 
16,180 

6,663 
,    716 

6,401 
460 
2,891 
9,623 
8,216 
68 

1,196 
82,820 

11,893 

60,747 
1,769 

86,614 
676 

1,717 
940 
292 

898 

M17 

128 

18,880 

2,476 


SHIPS. 


QUALITY. 


Stockton  ^^^orUinued. 

W.  E.  St  Helen's 
Seymonr^s 


20 

99 

116 

4 


221 

62 

11 

89 

8 

16 

9 
19 
10 
61 
27 
18 


1,835 


South  Durham 
Stobarfs  Tees 

Tees 

Tees  Hetton  - 

Tees  Tanfield 

Tennant's  Hartlepool 

Thomley 

Victoria's 

Wear     - 

West  Hartlepool     - 
West  Hetton  - 
West  Tees      - 
Windleston    - 
Witton  Park  - 


YORKSHIRE: 

Allerton  Main  • 
Astley      ... 

Brampton  Main 

Clayton  Low  Main   - 
Clifie  Steam     • 


6 
1 

20 


8 

1 

9 
14 

6 

4  ' 

26 

3 

1 

10 

34 
3 

2 
38 

4 

1 
78 

9 
16 
27 
28 

6 

9 

84 


18 
27 

6 
70 

1 


667 


Darley  Main    - 
Darton  Main    • 

Elsecar     - 

Flockton  - 


Garforth  Low  Main  • 
GawberHall    - 

Inland 


Kippax     ... 
Kilnhurst 

Lowther  Main  - 

Manston  Low  Main 
Methley  Low  Main  - 

New  Flockton  - 
Newton    .        .        - 

Park  Gate 


Selby  .... 
Silkstone  -  .  .  - 
South  Etton  ... 
Snapethorpe  New  Flockton 
Stanley  Main  .  -  - 
Staveley  .... 
Strafford  Main 

Thorp  Hall       - 

Victoria   -        -        •        - 

Worsbro'  Park 

W.  E.  Cliffe  Silkstone       - 
Devonshire's  - 
Locke's .        •        - 
Pope's    -        •        . 
Snapethorpe  - 


TOKS. 


8,766 

28,027 

82,767 

766 

54,182 
18,883 

3,508 
31,627 

2,221 

3,841 

2,086 
6,151 
2,492 
11,159 
6,773 
2,407 

405,369 


335 

58 

2,274 

56 
182 

441 
55 

820 

784 

789 
326 

923 

204 
60 

700 

8,884 
141 

180 
2,674 

434 

503 
10,627 
1,230 
1,652 
3,328 
2,626 

518 

715 
7,323 

70 

2,039 
3,174 
366 
8,655 
,     90 

57,886 


»3 
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APPENDIX  TO  REPORT  FROM  THE 


No.  I^^Akovitt  of  Smffpfyy  &)C"- fieftbonie,  ItiO    confmirrf. 


SHIPS. 


QITAIJTT. 


SCOTCH: 

1 
4 


Alloa 
Aberdona 


1 

18 

6 

1 

17 
10 

SI 

$ 

t 

60 
2 
5 

70 

250 


Clackmannan   - 

Fordel  Chew     - 
Fordel  Splint    - 

Halbeath 

LochgeUjTy  Great 

Parrot      - 
Prathouse  Splint 

Scotch 

Torry 
Tranent    - 


W.  E.  Elgin     - 

Preston  Orange 
Scott's    - 
WeUwood 


WELCH : 

6  Aberdare  - 

6  Anthracite 

2  Bryndwy 

5  Cwm  Avon 

19  Oraigola  • 

0  Landshippiog   - 

2  Little  Milford  - 
6S  Uangennech     - 

34  Merthyr   - 

1  MUford  Low  Vein 

3  I^eyill's  Llanelly 


TOVB. 


258 
106 

728 

196 
8^0 

655 

280 

2^27 
1^992 

8,497 

698 
620 

8,220 
810 
648 

6,820 


81,200 


1«557 
1,816 

620 

129 

5,491 

2,487 

187 

17,692 

9,771 
840 

960 


SHIFf. 


OVALITT. 


8 

2 

3 


Welch— ron^uoL 

Parson's  Abbej 
Poole  Fiery  Vein 
Portlunaar 

1  Besolven  Steam 

64  Stone 

7  Tredegar 

5  Welch 


224 


FROM  SUNDRY  PLACES: 


8 
2 
1 
2 


Cannel     • 
Liverpool 
Rnshbj  Park 
Wigan     - 


SMALL  COAL: 


Carad^c  Krtlepool 
Garesfield 
Ivestone  - 
Primrose 
Sunderland 


CULM  AND  CINDERS: 


6 
19 


Cnlm 
Cinders 


Toas. 


894 
770 
900 

880 

18,696 

2,207 

1,272 


60,069 


145 
257 

82 
212 


1,780 
42 
84 
12 
81 


1,899 


1,815 
3,204 


RECAPITULATION. 


SHIPS. 


1,919 

1,505 

817 

58 

2,416 

1,835 

567 

250 

224 

8 

9 

5 

19 


9,182 


QUALITT. 


loirs. 


Newcastle        • 

Newcastle  WaUsend  .------ 

Blyth 

Sunderland       -•.-•-** 

Sunderland  Wallsend 

Stockton  •#*.-•-•. 
Yorkshire         -------- 

Scotch 

Welch 

From  Sundry  Places 

Small  Coal       -       - 

Culm 

Cinders 

Total,  1840 


685,028 

466,198 

88,887 

14,668 

715,485 

405,369 

57,886 

31,200 

60,069 

696 

1,899 

1,815 

3,204 


2^566,899 
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No.  1.— Amount  of  S«f^;  akowiag  ^mA  Cml  District  fircim  wUeh  to  i»  derived,  kc-^-cefUinued. 


SEABORNE,    1941. 


BBIP8. 


QUALITY. 


NEWCASTLE ; 


1 
67 

1 
86 

1 
04 
22 

8 
107 

1 
18 
20 

2 

76 

2 

m 

5 

10 

8 

4 
64 

108 
6 

4 

68 

127 

19 

1 

76 

12 

2 

1 
18 
10 

7 
2S 

8 
48 
67 

82 

124 

2 

72 

97 

17 
20 

1 
0 
1 

68 
2 

61 
126 

81 
1 
1 
2 

66 
S 

46 

7 

1 
1 

0.49- 


Adair'sMaiii    -        .        * 

Bates  Main       -        •        • 

BeU's,  Rofaaoii  k  Co-'s  Hartkj 

Beiflhaia  Main 

Blaf  don  Main-  -      .  - 

BrandlinvMain 

Buddie's  West  Harder     - 

Bate's  Tanfield  Moor 

Byker  Hartley - 

Carr  &  Co^'t 

Charlaw  Mam 

Charlotte  Main         .        .  . 

Chester  Main   •        ••        «  • 

Crag  Head        -        .        .  . 

Dean's  PHmrosa       -        -  . 

Delayal  Main  .        -        -  • 

Derwent  Main  -        .        -  . 

Dunn's  Steam  -  -  -  . 
East  Garesfield 

East  Pontop  .... 
East  Tanfield  Moor  - 

EastWylam     .        .        -  - 

ElliiBon  Main     -        -        •  . 

Felling  Main  -  •  .  . 
QaFesSeld  .... 
Hastings?  Hartley  Main    «• 

Hebbum  Main          •        •  . 

Holywell  Main         .        .  - 

Howard  Main  -  -  -  - 
Hutt's  Tanfitthl  Bloor 

Leaze'sMain  -  -  -  . 
Marley  Hill      .... 

Medomsley       -        -        -  - 

Mickley  Main  •  -  •  - 
Nelson  s  West  Hartley 

Newcastle  Hartley    -        -  - 

New  Oaresfield  -  -  - 
New  Tanfield  Moor  ... 

OldAxwell       -        .        -  - 

Old  Tanfield    -        -        .  - 

Orde's  Redhengh      -        -  - 

Pelaw  Main     -        -        .  - 

Pelton  Main      -        -        -  . 

Picton  Main     -        -        .  - 

Pontop  Windsor's     -        -  - 

Pontop  Windsor's  (Stanhope  k 

Tyne  Company). 
Ravensworth  s  West  Hartley 
Russell's  High  Main 

Shepherd's  Hartley   -        -  - 

Sbipcote  Main  -        -        -  - 

Silvertop's  Main  -  .  . 
Smith  &  Co/s  Pontop 

Soath  Beaumont  -  .  - 
South  Hartley  -        - 

South  Pelaw     ...  - 

South  Pontop    -        -        -  - 

Stanhope  Hartley's   -        .  - 

Stella  Freehold          -        .  - 

Steward's  Primrose  -        .  - 

Tanfield  Moor  -  -  -  - 
Taylor's  West  Hartley 

Townley  -        -        •       -  - 

Usworth  Main  ...  - 
West  Felling  .... 
West  Oaresfield        ... 


TOVS. 


25,166 

222 

10,566 

232 

10,894 

187 

21,678 

7,911 

626 

88,668 

881 

8,876 

7,881 

412 

28,617 

340 

8,087 

118 

1,691 

8,681 

1,080 

1,266 

15,658 

29,484 

1,421 

1,288 

17,642 

48,186 

5,908 

889 

11,946 
8,852 
587 
296 
8,226 
1,649 
2,181 
9,609 

952 
1648^ 
26,838 

11,445 
60,929 
190 
26,288 
89,064 

4,220 

6,884 

339 

1,016 

341 

22,749 

296 

11,689 

61,470 

10,962 

302 

246 

805 

21,269 


15,57«r 

2,765 

264 

4d 


SHIPS. 


QUALITY. 


Nbwcastlb — continmecL 


100 

26 

81 

6 

7 

1 

89 


West  Hartley   - 
West  Wylam  Main 
WUtefield 
>  Williams  Hartley 
Willington 
Wortley  Main  - 
Wylam  Moor   - 


2,188 


1,660 


NEWCASTLE  WAllSBN1>i 

Axwell     . 

Bailey's    -        -        - 

BelFs  &  Brown's 

Bewicke  &  Co.'s 

Brown's   -        -        - 

Bnrraton  -        •        • 

Charlaw  -        -        - 

Clark  &Co.'s    - 

Cfennell's 

Delaval    -        -        - 

Derwent  -        -        - 

Dunn's     .        -        - 

East  Pelaw 

Eton         ... 

Gibson's  -        -        - 

Gosforth  -        -        - 

Grace's     -        -        - 

Harvey's  -        -        - 

Heaton     -        -        - 

Hedley's  - 

Hilda       - 

Hotspur's 

Hutton     -        -        . 

Keepsake 

Kibblesworth    - 

Killingworth     - 

Medomsley 

Moor        -        -        - 

Mount  Moor     - 

Newcastle 

New  Howard's 

New  Kenton     - 

Newmarch's 

New  Walker    - 

Northumberland's     - 

Peareth'a- 

Percy  Benshatt         • 

Perkins    -        -        . 

Ramsay's 

Riddell's  . 

Sacristan  -        -        - 

Shaftoe's  -        -        - 

Smith  &  Co.'s  - 

South  Killingworth  • 

Swinburne's 

Todd  k  Co.'s  Bensham 
Urpeth     - 


1 

6- 

28 

126 

88 

15 

42 

88 

86 

1 

28 

12 

1 

8 

1 

75 

1 

1 

90 

51 

88 

66 

2 

1 

7 

199 

6 

1 

8 

1 

1 

1 

66 

1 

68 

146 

16 

78 

6 

100 

5 

5 

1 

18 

6 

15 
6 

48 

la 

8 

8 

12 

8 


tOlfB. 


81,449 
7,615 
8,577 
1,468 
1,890 
227 

85,488 


729,987 


-  ! 


Waldridge 
Walker  - 
Westgate- 
Witham'fr 
Witton  • 
Woodside 


266 

2j988 

7^12 

87,106 

28,123 

4,862 

12,987 

10,688 

28,191 

402 

10,239 

2,648 

164 

1,313 

267 

23,661 

127 

178 

26,324 

15,781 

80,497 

22,529 

529 

820 

1,233 

66,415 

1,622 

132 

887 

201 

852 

254 

21,962 

185 

19,034 

47,449 

4,411 

22,026 

1,676 

80,055 

1,610 

1,810 

408 

4,882 

1,841 

2,284 
1,296 

18,868 
2,791 
1,888 
2,197 
8,789 
870 


516,728 


B4 
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APPENDIX  TO  REPORT  FROM  THE 


No.  1*— Amount  of  Supply,  &c.— Seaborne,  1841 — cantimteJ. 


SHIPS. 


QUALITY. 


BLYTH : 


60 
134 

15 
121 

61 
1 


872 


BIythMain      - 
Cowpen  Main  - 
Derwentwater  Hartley's    • 
Hardey    -        -        -        . 
Netherton  Main 
North -Wi^t  Hartley  Main 


SUNDERLAND : 

88  Eden  Main       ... 

12  Keepier  Eden  Main  - 

2  Monnsey  &  Co/s  High  Main 

8  Wear  fifartley  ... 

5  Williams' Main 


60 


SUNDERLAND  WALLSEND; 


1 

06 

803 

86 

202 

8 

661 

64 

530 

9 

1 

1 

37 

21 

81 

127 

23 

2 

485 

108 


2,741 


Bell  &  Co.'s      - 
Belmont  • 
Braddyll's  Hetton 
Grange 


Haswell    -        -        • 
Hedle/s  . 

Hetton     -        -        - 
Keepier    -        -        - 
Lambton  -        .        • 
Lnmley    -        -        - 
Lyon's      -        .        - 
Mus^ve 
North  Durham 
North  Hetton  Lyon's 
Pemberton  &  Co/s    - 
Russell's  Hetton 
Shincliffe 
Steam  Boat 
Stewart's  Seaham 
Whitwell ... 


STOCKTON : 


2 

5 

2 

2 

4 

13 

1 

5 

10 

4 

110 

75 

59 

5 

22 

124 

9 

141 

58 

24 

1 

7 

19 

50 

1 


Bell's  Pontop  Main  - 
Bond's  Main     ^        •        . 
Clarence  Tanfield 
Hartlepool  Nut 
Hartlepool  Victoria  Main  • 
South  Pelton  Main   - 
Tees  Eden  Main 
Tees  Hartley  Steam  - 
WestPelaw      •        .        - 
Witton  Park     -        .        - 
W.  E.  Adelaide's      - 

Barrett's         -        • 

Barrington's  - 

Bentley's  Hartlepool 

Bowbum 

Brown's  Deanciy   - 

Bntterknowle 

Caradoc 

Cassop  Hartlepool  • 

Clarence  Hetton     • 

Clarence  Tees 

Clayering's     • 

Comforth 

Conndon 

Crow  Tree»    • 


TONS. 


11,526 
29,980 
2,016 
40,269 
14,602 
198 


98,591 


10,682 

2,819 

709 

820 

1,516 


15,996 


848 

29,498 

98,599 

10,620 

61,021 

957 

195,461 

18,825 

168,210 

2,444 

222 

159 

10,381 

5,588 

24,681 

87,407 

7,111 

494 

124^857 

35,951 


821,774 


514 

1,402 

572 

112 

854 

4,001 

278 

1,450 

4,679 

917 

22,581 

18,001 

12,954 

1,428 

5,888 

25,651 

1,751 

45,474 

16,486 

5,785 

260 

790 

6,162 

9,814 

278 


SHIPS. 


QUAUTT. 


Stockton — continued. 


44 

W.  E.  East  Hetton   - 

69 

Evenwood 

1 

Gibson's  Hartlepool 

48 

Gordon  ... 

128 

Hartlepool      - 

4 

Hartlepool  Victoria 

86 

Howden 

86 

Kelloe    .        .        . 

1 

Newfield  Hardepool 

2 

North  Gordon 

4 

Old  Etherley  - 

1 

Primrose 

5 

Reynolds'  Hartlepool 

94 

Richardson's  Tees  • 

4 

Rippon's 

17 

3 

24 

92 

72 

3 

8 

3 

269 

47 

5 

5 

105 

21 

2 

10 

1 

8 

44 

16 

58 

10 

1 

9 


2,099 


St  Cnthbert's 
St  Helen's     - 
Sepping's 

Seymour's  Hartlepool 
Seymour's  Tees 
South  Durham 
South  Hartlepool    - 
South  Willington    • 
Stobart's  Tees 
Tees 

Tees  Hetton    - 
Tees  Tanfield 
Tennant's 

Tennant's  Hartlepool 
Thomley 

Victoria  Hartlepool 
Wear     - 
Westerton  Tees 
West  Hartlepool     - 
West  Hetton  - 
West  Kelloe  - 
West  Tees      - 
Willington      - 
Windleston     - 
Witton  Park  - 


YORKSHIRE: 


48 
7 
1 
8 
5 
2 
1 

58 

4 

31 
2 
8 
4 

46 

8 

2 

181 

66 
8 

39 
8 

76 

6 

29 

11 


Allerton  Main  - 
Bamsley  - 
Clay  Cross 
Dariey  Main  - 
Elsecar  - 
Fiockton  - 
Garforth  Low  Main 

Inland 
Kippax    - 


Manston  Low  Main  - 
Methley   -        -        - 
Micklefield       - 
New  Fiockton  - 
Newton    .        -        - 
Newton  Fiockton 
Park  Gate 
Silkstone  ... 
Snapethorpe  Fiockton 
South  Etton      - 
Stanley  Main    - 
Staveley  -       -        - 


Victoria    • 
West  Fiockton  - 
Worsbro'Park- 

Yorkshire  Hardey's 


tons. 


14,887 

21,775 

68 

10,077 

44,990 

950 

9,087 

80,895 

850 

495 

676 

137 

1,000 

20,295 

713 

191 

3,931 

549 

5,350 

24,121 


884 

485 

693 

64,344 

11,190 

1,177 

467 

^,309 

5,729 

626 

3,036 

230 

366 

11,243 

3,323 

10,652 

2,362 

236 

2,038 


552,531 


8^91 
469 
226 
876 
564 
148 
184 

2,060 
370 

3,915 

94 

330 

251 

4,691 

809 

220 

17,179 

4,925 
395 

5,038 
216 

5,989 

910 

8,539 

1,589 


Digitized  by 


Google 


SELECT  COMMITTEE  ON  COALS  (METROPOLIS). 


No.  1. Amount  of  Supply,  &c.— Seaborne,  1841 — continued. 


SHIPS. 


QUAUTT. 


YosKBHiBX — contmuecL 

W.  E.  Cliffe  - 
Darton  - 
Devonshire's  - 


72 
2 

14 
1 
7 
8 


078 


Field 
Holmes'  - 
Snapethorpe 


SCOTCH: 


1 
7 

1 

•1 

4 
1 
4 
1 
9 

71 
4 
1 
1 

61 
2 


Aberdona 

AUoa 

Best  Chew 

Cannel     .        -        - 

Clackmannan    • 

Pordel  Splint    - 

Halbeath  - 

Parrot      - 

Prathonse  Splint 

RanMa/s  North  Hartley 

Scotch     •       -       - 

Standrig  -        -        - 

Tranent    .        .        - 

Wemyss  -        -        * 

W.  E.  Elgin     - 

Henderson     - 
Wellwood      - 


WELCH: 

Anthracite 
Blaendare 
Cwm  Avon 
Fierjr  Vein 


4 
1 

16 
3 

38 
1 
9 


Graieola 
Lanaore   - 
Landshipping 


TONS. 


6,871 
170 

1,362 
155 
453 
816 


66,705 


132 
758 
300 
65 
126 
689 
130 

1,400 
249 

1,528 

5,679 
937 
310 
160 

6,867 
330 

5,979 


25,634 


1,060 

320 

3,515 

675 

10,217 

90 

2,834 


SHIPS* 


QUALCTT. 


Wblch — continued, 

Llaneennech 

nyi 


51 

62 

1 

3 

4 

49 

3 

4 


244 


Mertnyr 


Nevilr  s  Llanelly 
Porthmaur 
Resolven  Steam 
Stone 
Tred^ar  - 
Welch      - 


FROM  SUNDRY  PLACES : 

3         Cannel     • 
1         Whitehaven 
1         Workington 


SMALL 

1 
4 
1 


COAL: 

Blaydon  • 
Caradoc  - 
Hetton  - 
Lambton  • 
Llangennech 
Tyne 


11 


137 


TONS. 


17,751 

20,065 

240 

1,000 

1,484 

13,272 

1,120 

672 


74,315 


135 
158 
125 


418 


CULM  AND  CINDERS: 


6 
22 


Cnlm 
Cinders 


126 

1,260 

10 

54 

360 

201 


2,011 


1,964 
2,495 


RECAPITULATION. 


SHIPS. 


O40- 


2,183 

1,666 

372 

.     60 

2,741 

2,099 

673 

229 

244 

5 

11 

6 

22 


10,311 


QUAUTT* 


Newcastle         .-•----- 

Newcastle  Wallsend 

Blyth 

Sunderland       -.-•---- 

Sunderland  Wallsend 

Stockton 

Yorkshire         •-.--'--- 
Scotch     .---.-•-•- 

Welch 

From  Sundry  Places         ------ 

SmallCoal 

Cuhn       -»..-• 

Cmders 

Total,  1841 


S 


TOKS. 


729,987 

516,723 

98,591 

15,996 

821,774 

552,531 

66,705 

25,684 

74,815 

418 

2,011 

1,964 

2,495 


2,909,144 
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APPENDIX  TO  REPORT  FROM  THE 


No.  1. — Amount  of  Supply ;  showing  each  Coal  District  from  whiob  it  is  derived,  &c. — continued. 


SEABORNE,    1842. 


SHIPS. 


QUALITY. 


NEWCASTLE: 


49 

4 

1 

1 

6 

8 

81 

19 

107 

14 

SI 

1 

78 

8 

7 

1 

4 

2 

72 

1 

36 

83 

2 

B6 

49 

110 

16 

4 

96 

8 

11 

1 

3 

88 
6 

68 
8 

65 

80 

1 

1 

34 

112 

40 

82 

49 

4 
1 

19 

11 

2 

2 

67 
20 

4 

1 
61 

8 

87 

2 

2 
96 
11 
10 


Adair's  Main    -        -  -  • 
Bates's  West  Hartley 

Bell,  Robson  &  Co/'s  Hartley  - 

Benwell    -        -        -  -  - 

Blaydon  Burn  .        -  -  - 
Blaydon  Main           ... 

Bowes's  Pontop         -  -  - 

Buddie's  West  Hartley  - 
Bute's  Tanfield  Moor 

Carr's  Hartley  -        -  -  - 
Charlotte  Main          ... 

Chester  Main    .        .  -  - 

Clarke's  Hartley       .  .  - 
Dean's  Primrose       ... 

Delaval  Main   .        .  -  - 

Derwent  Main  -        -  -  - 

East  Percy       ..        .  -  . 

East  Pontop     .        -  -  - 

EastWylam      -        -  -  - 

Ellison  Main    .        -  -  - 

Ellison  Low  Main    -  -  - 

Elm  Park         .        .  .  - 

Felling  Main    -        -  -  - 

Graresfield         -        -  -  • 

Hastings  Hartley  Main  - 

Hebburn  Main  -        -  -  - 
Holywell  Main 

Howard  Main  -        -  .  - 
Hutt's  Tanfield  Moor 

Leaze's  Main    .        -  -  - 

MarleyHiU      .        •  .  . 

Medomsley       .        -  -  . 

Mitchell's  West  Hardey  - 

Morrison's  Hartley    -  -  - 

Nelson's  West  Hartley 

Newcastle  Hartley    -  -  - 

New  Tanfield  Moor  -  .  . 

North  Pelaw     -        .  .  - 

Old  Tanfield     -        -  .  - 

Orde's  Redheugh      .  -  - 
Ouse  Hartley  Stream 

Oxclose  Main  -        -  .  . 

Pelaw  Main      .... 
Pelton  Main     .... 

Pontop,  Windsor's    -  -  - 
Pontop,     Windsor's    (Stanhope 

and  Tyne  Company). 
Ravensworth's  West  Hartley 
Russell's  High  Main 

Sacristan  -        .        -  -  - 

Shipcote  Main  -        .  -  . 
Smith  &  Co.'s  Pontop 

Sou*  Hartley  -        -  -  . 

South  Moor      -        .  -  . 

South  Pelaw     -        -  -  - 

South  Pontop   -        -  -  . 
Stanhope  Pontop       ... 

Tanfield  Main  •  '     - 

Tanfield  Moor  *        -  -  . 
Taylor's  Hartley       ... 

Townley  •       -       -  -  - 
Usworth  Main  -        - 

West  Felling     -        -  .  . 

Wert  Hartley   .        -  -  . 

West  Holywell          .  -  - 

West  Pelton     .       .  .  . 


TONS. 


$0,266 

877 

9,141 

243 

296 

1,622 

9dl 

28,278 

6,342 

86,171 

4,044 

8,049 

129 

24,078 

980 

2,661 

264 

1,443 

867 

20,617 

828 

11,069 

23,146 

428 

13,197 

12,676 

86,673 

5,151 

1,339 

5,608 

2,670 

4,141 

137 

948 

9,792 

1,084 

20,762 

799 

26,664 

82,669 

381 

248 

12^07 
47,176 
16,768 
12,678 

14,862 

1,460 

233 

8,092 

8,609 

688 

601 

27,740 

7,867 

1,683 

341 

19,304 

2,638 

12,468 

667 

741 

88,860 
1,860 
8,337 


SHIPS. 


QUAUTT. 


Newcastle — continued. 


62 
12 

I 

1 

70 

2 


1,884 


West  Wylam  Main 
Whitefield 
Willington 
Wood's  Garesfield 
Wylam  Moor   - 
Wylam  Splint  - 


NEWCASTLE  WALLSEND: 

Acorn  Close 

Barnard's 

Bell's  and  Brown's   - 


27 
7 
26 
62 
67 
14 

1 

22 

47 

4 

1 

6 

6 

2 

28 

14 

71 

62 
1 
63 
69 
69 
17 

1 
197 

16 

8 

92 

61 
16 
18 
41 

163 
66 

28 

2 

104 

9 

1 
2 

4 
7 
4 

84 
86 

60 
1 

4 
84 

4 


1,696 


Brown's   - 
Burraton  - 

Charlaw  - 
Clark  &  Co.'8 
Clennell's 
Delaval    - 
Derwent  - 
Elm  Park 
Eton 
Eyres 
Farnacre's 
Gibson's  - 
Gosforth  - 


Heaton  - 
Heddon  - 
Hedley's  - 
Hilda  - 
Hotspur's 
Hutton     - 

Keepsake 
Killmgworth    - 

Medomsley       • 
Mickley  - 
Morrison  k  Co^'s 

Newmarch's     - 
New  Walker     - 
Norton     - 
Northumberland's 

Peareth's  - 
Perkins    - 

Tf  nMffcfitfi  ■in  _ 

Reade's    • 
Riddell's  - 


Sacristan 

Shaftoe's  .        -        . 

Smith  &;Go.'8  - 

Soudi  KilUngworth  • 

Sunderland 

Swinburne's 

Todd  &  Co.'s  Bensham 
Urpeth     ... 

Waldridge 
Waflter    ... 
Westgate  ... 
Whamcliffe      - 
Witton     . 


TONS. 


16,041 

8,721 

79 

310 

29,098 

296 


660,777 


5,196 
2,814 
6,626 
23,214 
19,876 
6,074 

511 

6,789 

16,497 

1,188 

424 
1,629 
1,446 

431 

6,680 

8,817 

23,349 

18,89d 
198 
17,119 
24,850 
19,688 
6,670 

241 
51,445 

4,980 

684 

80,683 

14,878 
8,147 
2,877 

12,885 

58,009 
18,843 

7,408 

825 

88,220 

2,475 
285 
688 
1,336 
2,898 
1,386 

5,183 
9,682 

18,926 
866 
687 

24,706 
1,103 


514,066 


Digitized  by 
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SELECT  COMMITTEE  ON  COALS  (METROPOLIS). 


^39 


No.  1. — Amoiafn  of  Supply,  kc. — Seaborne,  1849 — oofOinued. 


SBIPS. 


QUALRT. 


BLYTH : 

89  Blyth  Main      - 

8  Cookson  Hartley 

26  Cowpen  Hartley 

66  Cowpen  Main   - 

3  Davison's  West  Hartley 

87  Derwentwater's  Hartley 

100  Hartley    -        -        - 

8  Howick's  Hartley 

60  Netherton  Main 

1  North  West  Hartley  Main 

17  Sidney's  Hartley 


408 


SUNDERLAND: 


1 

1 
1 
2 
1 
8 
2 
1 
1 


18 


Beamish  South  Moor 
Bell's  Primrose 
Butterby  Main 
Eden  Main       .        .        • 
Elm  Park         ... 
Hatton  Seam    •        -        . 
Old  Duck's  Main      - 
Pemberton  &  Co/s  Primrose 
Russell's  High  Main 


SUNDERLAND  WALLSEND: 


1 

72 

274 

2 

8 

1 

1 

169 

549 

102 

460 

2 

9 

9 

8 

102 

86 

46 

6 

446 

4 

82 

1 


2,435 


STOCKTON 


5 

1 


2 

1 
4 

1 


18 


Bell  &  Co.'s     . 
Belmont  - 
Braddyll's  Hetton 
Butterby  - 
Famacre's 
Gribson's  - 


Grange     -        -        - 
Haswell    ... 
Hetton     ... 
Keepier    -        -        - 
Lambton  •        •        - 
Lumley    -        -        - 
Muserave 
Nortn  Durham 
North  Hetton  Lyon's 
Pemborton  &  Co.'s    - 
Russell's  Hetton 
ShincllfFe 
Steam-boat 
Stewart's  Seaham 
Stewart's  Sunderland 
WhitweJl  - 
Woodlapdb       - 


Buiterworth  Main 
Eden  Hartley   - 
Nut 

Shotten  Gas 
Tees  Eden  .Main 
Victoria  Steam 
Whitworth 
WittonPark    - 


049. 


TOYS. 


9,201 

912 

6,170 

16,143 

608 

14,755 

329979 

375 

14,687 

275 

4,244 


100,894 


212 
280 
206 
462 
275 
1,062 
100 
185 
296 


8,168 


84 

23,542 

84,758 

399 

1,876 

257 

169 

50,428 

164,704 

21,830 

140,805 

410 

2,661 

2,283 

828 

29,337 

26,010 

14,096 

1,943 

129,537 

1,166 

28,172 

169 


724,964 


401 
198 

90 

440 

520 

296 

1,175 

79 


3,199 


SHIPt. 


QITALITT. 


STOCKTON  WALLSEND : 


110 

1 

49 

68 

4 

88 

162 

16 

170 

89 

18 

1 

76 

1 

48 

66 

39 

1 

130 

3 

77 

28 

2 

6 

90 

6 

I 

2 

18 

2 

57 

6 

24 

8 

15 

80 

63 

7 

228 

48 

26 

6 

8 

1 

1 

37 

1 

73 

1 


2,049 


YORKSHIRE: 


30 

12 
7 
1 

17 
2 

21 
4 
7 
4 

22 

6 

5 

3 

222 

83 
2 

18 


Adelaide's 
Auckland  Park 
Barrett's  -        -        - 
Barrington's     - 
Bentley's  Hartlepool 
Bowbum 
Brown's  Deanery 
Burdon    •        .        • 
Caradoo  ... 
Cassop  Hartlepool     • 
Clarence  Hetton 
Clavering's 
Goundou  ... 
Cragwood 
East  Hetton     - 
Evenwood 

Gordon    -        .        - 
Greathead's 
Hartlepool 

Hartlepool  Steam-boat 
Heugh  Hall     - 
Hopper's .        -        - 
Howden  -        .        - 
Hunwick 
Kelloe      - 
Maclean's 
Norwood  Hetton 
OldEtherley    - 
Quarrington 
ReynolcTs  Hartlepoot 
Richardson's  Tees 
StCuthbert's    - 
St  Helen's 
Sepping^s 

Seymour's  Hartlepool 
Seymour's  Tees 
South  Durham 
South  Willington      - 
Tees         ... 
Tees  Hetton      - 
Tennant's  Hartlepool 
Thomley  -        -        . 
Tees  Tanfield    - 
Victoria  Hartlepool  - 
West  Hartlepool 
West  Hetton     - 
West  Parks      - 
West  Tees 
Witton  Park     - 


•  2 


Allerton  Main  •  •  • 

Elsecar  -  .  -  - 
GawberHall    - 

High  Green  Main  - 

Inland       -        .  -  . 

Kippax     .        -  -  - 

Manston  .  -  -  - 
Micklefield  ... 
Morton's  Hartley 

New  Stanley     .  .  - 

Newton    -        -  -  - 

Old  Haigh  Moor  • 

Robin  Hood  -  .  - 
Rothwell  Haigh 

Silkstone  -  .  -  - 
Snapethorpe,  New  Flockton 

South  Etton      .  .  • 

Stanley  Main    -  •  - 


Digitized  by 
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24,607 

121 

11,250 

15,616 

968 

22,828 

33,596 

3,618 

56,621 

29,382 

4,302 

50 

19,448 

190 

16,080 

20,139 

9,862 

106 

39,826 

601 

22,095 

8,646 

680 

1,121 

33,541 

1,294 

50 

295 

5,790 

652 

12,042 

921 

4,435 

485 

3,799 

22,920 

19,492 

1.799 

56,077 

13,513 

8,964 

1,343 

1,226 

340 

190 

10,160 

220 

17,542 

270 


559,103 


2,442 

1,616 

606 

41 

740 

142 

2,388 
513 
582 
388 

1,615 

418 

393 

246 

26,373 

5,831 
254 

1,605 
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APPENDIX  TO  REPORT  FROM  THE 


No.  !• — Amount  of  Supply,  &c.— Seaborne,  1842 — couHnHed. 


SHIPS. 


QUALITY, 


Yorkshire— conttTttte^L 


55 

1 

17 

44 

92 

6 

1 

6 

16 


708 


Victoria    - 
Walton  Main    - 
Worsbro'  Hartley 
Worsbro'  Park 
W.  E.  Cliffe     . 
Holmes's 
Netherton 
Rothwell 
Whitwood 


SCOTCH: 


5 
2 
9 
7 
2 
1 
1 
2 
2 
2 
1 
1 

1 
67 

8 

1 
16 

6 

17 

1 
51 


201 


Alloa 

Best  Splint 
Bulman  Main  - 
Clackmannan    • 
Craigree  - 
Devon 

Donnybristle     - 
Fordel  Steam    - 
Glasgow  Splint 
Halbeath  - 
Parrot  Gras 
Prathonse  Splint 
Prathouse  Steam 

Sketerigg 
Scotch      - 
Standrig  - 
Torry 
TownhiU  - 
Wemyss  - 

W.  E.  Elgin  - 
Scott's  - 
Wellwood 


TONS. 


.  5,273 

51 

2,269 

4,988 

8,147 

820 

95 

828 

1,848 


69,512 


846 
477 
218 
698 
921 
240 
88 
102 
187 
190 
871 
276 
289 

50 

5,049 

280 

77 

8,824 

420 

1,578 

290 

4,118 


19,484 


SHIPS. 


QUAUTT. 


TONS. 


WELCH: 

9 

2 

1 
14 

5 
86 

6 
88 
75 

2 

1 

2 
54 

4 


249 


Anthracite 
Bryndorwy 

Bynea       -  -        . 
Cwm  Avon 

Doffryn  Steam  • 

Graigola  -  -        - 

Landshipping  - 

Llangennech  - 

Mertnyr    -  -        - 

Resolven  -  -        - 

Risca        -  .        - 
St  George's  Fiery  Vein 

Stone        -  -        - 
Welch       . 


FROM  SUNDRY  PLACES: 


Cannel 
Lancashire  Ince 


2,874 

540 

840 

8,164 

1,867 

10,526 

1,812 

18,017 

25,590 

590 

260 

600 

18,676 

848 

78,699 


280 
150 


SMALL  COAL: 


Blaydon  Main  • 
Leaze's  Main     • 
South  Tanfield  - 
Whitefield 
W.  E.  Cassop   . 


CULM  AND  CINDERS: 


5 
19 


Culm 
Cinders 


480 


428 
127 
818 
118 
127 

1,108 


1,283 
2,124 


RECAPITULATION. 


SHIPS. 


1,884 

1,696 

408 

18 

2,485 

18 

2,049 

708 

201 

249 

6 

5 

5 

19 


9,691 


QUAUTT. 


Newcastle         --•-...- 

Newcastle  Wallsend -        - 

Blyth 

Sunderland • 

Sunderland  Wallsend 

Stockton  --------- 

Stockton  Wallsend    -        -        -        ^        .        -        - 
Yorkshire  ----.-.- 

Scotch      --------- 

Welch 

From  Sundry  Places 

Small  Coal 

Culm        - 

Cinders -- 

Total,  1842 


TONS. 


650,777 

514,055 

100,294 

8,168 

724,964 

8,199 

559,108 

69,512 

19,484 

78,699 

480 

1,108 

1,288 

2,124 


2,728,200 
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No.  1.— Amouht  of  Supply ;  showing  eadi  Coal  District  fipom  which  it  is  derived,  kc.'-^ontmued. 


SEABORNE,   1848. 


SHIPS. 


QUAUTT. 


NEWCASTLE: 


48 

4 

2 

8 

6 

1 

70 

11 

18 

72 

14 

28 

4 

1 

1 

96 

1 

70 

87 

91 

17 

1 

68 

2 

41 

1 

102 

15 

1 

1 

8 

1 

4 

1 

% 

1 
59 
1 
28 
48 
98 
82 
87 
128 
24 
40 

8 

1 
18 
82 

8 
62 

9 

1 
88 
87 
42 

2 
91 

5 
24 

2 
69 
15 

2 

2 
64 


1,871 


0.49. 


Adair's  Main    .        -        •        . 
Bates's  West  Hartley 
Bates,  Robson  &  Co/s  Hartley 
Bishop  Main     .        .        -        • 
Blajdon  Bum  •        -        .        . 
Brandling  Main        ... 
Buddie's  West  Hartley     - 
Bate's  l^ontop  -        •        *        . 
Bute's  Tanfield  Moor 
Carr's  Hartley  ... 

Charlotte  Mam  ... 
Chester  Main  -  -  -  - 
Clark  &  Co-'s  Hartley 
Coxlodge  -  -  .  -  . 
Davison's  West  Hartley  - 
Dean's  Primrose  -  -  . 
Derwent  ..... 
Ellison  Main  •  -  -  . 
Elm  Park  .        .        .        . 

Felling  Main  .... 
Fenham  Hartley  ... 
Gateshead  Park  ... 
Hastings  Hartley  ... 
Hastings  Hartley  Nutt 
Hebbum  Main  ... 

Hedley's  Hartley  Steam    • 
Holywell  Main         ... 
Howard  Main  .... 
Hutton  Main    .... 
Hutt's  Tanfield 

Leaze's  Main  •  •  •  . 
MarleyHill  .  .  .  . 
Medomsley  .  .  .  . 
Morrison  &  Co.'s  Hartley  Steam 
Nelson's  West  Hartly 
Newcastle  Hartley  -  - 
New  Holywell .  -  -  . 
New  Tanfield  .  -  .  . 
North  Pelaw  .  .  .  . 
Oakwellgate  Main  •  •  . 
Old  Tanfield  .  .  -  . 
Orde's  Redheugh  .  .  . 
Original  WindM>r's  Pontop 
Pdaw  Main  .  -  -  . 
Pelton  Main  -  •  .  • 
Pontops  Windsor's  -  .  . 
Ravensworth's  West  Hartley  • 
Redwell  Pontop  .  .  . 
Russell's  Hi^h  Main 
Shipcote  Mam  .  .  .  . 
Smith's  Pontop  .  .  . 
South  Moor  .  .  .  . 
South  Pelaw  .  .  -  . 
South  Pontop  .  -  .  - 
Stanley  Pontop  •  .  . 
Tanfield  Moor  •  .  -  - 
Taylor's  West  Hartly 
Townley  -  • 
Usworth  Main  .  -  .  • 
West  Hartley  -  .  .  . 
West  Holywell 

West  Pelton  .... 
West  Tanfield  Moor  - 
WestWylam  .  .  -  - 
Whitefield  .... 
Willington  Hartley  ... 
Wood's  Ghuresfield  ... 
Wylam  Moor    .        .        -        . 


TONS* 


19,407 

1,414 

699 

729 

1,660 

198 

29,668 

4,621 

6,577 

25,642 

8,846 

7,887 

1,201 

246 

148 

27,808 

844 

18,858 

10,546 

24,401 

6,045 

116 

24,609 

710 

8,840 

450 

88,158 

4,680 

889 

196 

1,587 

169 

1,586 

818 

8,522 

849 

106 

21,119 

841 

4,887 

10,699 

89,569 

12,452 

12,955 

54,699 

8,909 

12,891 

698 

882 

2,094 

9,211 

571 

26,067 

8,127 

212 

15,411 

11,896 

18,825 

885 

82,015 

1,186 

5,091 

789 

16,549 

5,125 

888 

788 

25,708 


681,884 


SHIPS. 


QUALnr. 


NEWCASTLE  WALLSEND : 


45 

81 

5 

108 

2 

1 

47 

15 

82 

86 

1 

2 

7 

6 
28 

1 
182 
60 
65 
49 
92 
44 

9 

189 
14 
12 

1 
118 

6 
51 

6 

2 
56 
88 
82 

1 
41 

2 
62 

1 

1 

4 

1 

15 

89 

82 

94 

8 


1,724 


Acorn  Close 
Bell's  and  Brown's 
Bensham  - 
Bewicke  k  Co.'s 
Bowes   .  - 
Bowie's    - 
Brown's   - 
Barraton  ' 
Clark  &Co.'s  - 
Clennell's 
Dean's  Primrose 
Delaval    - 

Edmondsley 
Eyres 
Famacre's 
Finden 
Gibson's  • 
GU>sforth's 
Heaton     - 
Hedley's  - 
HUda       - 
Hotspur's 
Hutton     - 


Killingworth    <- 
Kirk's      - 
Medomsley 
Mickley  - 
Morrison  &  Co.'s 
Mount  Moor     • 
Newmarch's"     - 
New  Walker     - 
North  Durham 
Northumberland's 
Norton 
Peareth's  - 
Perkins    - 
Ramsay's  • 
Reade's    • 
Riddell's  - 


Sefton's    - 

South  Killingworth  • 

Sunderland 

Swinburne's 

Todd  &  Co.'s  Bensham 

Urpeth     - 

Waldridge 

Whameliffe      - 

Woodside 


BLYTH : 

16 

2 

12 

47 

80 
91 
50 
15 

48 

88 

2 

25 


421 


BlythMam      .  .        .        . 

Chivington        -  .        .        - 

Cookson's  Hartley  ... 

Cowpen  Hartley  ... 

Darison's  West  Hartley    - 
Derwentwater's  Hartley  Steam  - 

Hartley 

Howick's  Hartley  ... 
Howard's  West  Hartley  Netherton 

Sidney's  Hartley  ... 
Sleekbnrn  Main  ... 
W.  E.  Delaval 


TOMS. 


11,688 

7,281 

1,880 

29,265 

526 

251 

16,284 

8,910 

9,716 

12,000 

158 

840 

1,958 

1,837 

4,727 

251 

39,028 

18,208 

16,^50 

15,256 

88,762 

14,821 

8,018 

46,809 

2,895 

8,911 

166 

38,668 

780 

16,499 

1,582 

604 

18,469 

5,988 

28,466 

249 

12,181 

484 

20,076 

807 

812 

1,482 

291 

1,900 

29,702 

10,891 

26,065 

176 


505,158 


8,042 

170 

1,674 

11,960 

21,000 
14,938 
16,105 
1,557 
11,706 

8,357 

402 

7,711 


98,622 


»3 
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APPENDIX  TO  REPORT  FROM  THE 


No.  l.-^AirouirT  of  Supply,  &c— ^Seaborne,  ISiU-^^otOituud. 


SHIPS. 


QUALITY. 


SUNDERLAND: 

1  Beamish  South  Moor 

6  Eden  Main       -        -        . 

4  Hutton  Seam,  unscreened  - 

1  Keepier  Nutt    - 

1  Primrose  Main 

1  Pemberton  &  Co.*i  Primrose 

81  I  Usworth  Main,  unscreened 


46 


SUNDERLAND  WALLSEND: 


2 

76 

226 

26 

1 

3 

41 

8 

6 

140 

618 

6 

16 

71 

10 

477 

6 

2 

1 

7 

77 

10 

116 

89 

860 

8 

75 


2,829 


Acorn  Close 

Belmont  -        .        -        - 

BraddvU's  Hetton     - 

Butterby  .        -        -        . 

Durham 

Famacres 

Finchale  -        -        -        - 

Framwellgate   • 

Gibson's  .        -        -        • 

Haswell   -        .        -        « 

Hetton     -        - 

Houghall 

Hylton     .        .        -        . 

Keepier   -        -        -        - 

Keepier  and  Elvet    • 

Lambton  -        -        •        - 

Lumley    •        -        -        - 

Muserave 

Noi*th  Durham 

North  Hetton  Co.*s  Lyons 

Pemberton  &  Co/s    r 

Richmund 

Russell's  Hetton 

Shincliffe  .        -        - 

Stewart's  Seaham 

West  Durham  .        •        - 

Whitwell.        -        -        - 


STOCKTON: 


6 
8 
1 
1 
1 
8 
1 


16 


Brancepeth  Park 
Castle  Eden  Nutt      - 
Eden  Hartley,  unscreened 
High  Thomley  Nutt 
OldEtherley    - 
Shotton  Mam    - 
Tees  Eden  Main 


STOCKTON  WALLSEND : 


112 
66 
49 
26 
11 
91 
8 

180 
69 
13 
49 
7 
89 
87 


Adelaide's 

Barrett's  .        -        - 

Barrington's     • 

Bentley*s .        -        - 

Bowbum 

Brown's  Deanery 

Burdon    -        -        - 

Caradoc    • 

Cassop  Co.'s  Hartlepool 

Castle  Eden     • 

Clarence  Hetton 

Clavering's 

Coundon  .        -        - 

East  Hetton     - 


TONS. 


151 
925 
1,856 
212 
180 
170 
10,700 


18,698 


883 

23,721 

71,427 

6,839 

159 

412 

9,097 

860 

2,840 

41,206 

158,011 

1,158 

4,486 

16,841 

2,466 

141,589 

1,588 

272 

74 

1,964 

22,846 

2,739 

88,631 

11,192 

107,261 

1,608 

21,721 


684,680 


984 
684 
288 
840 
180 
778 
68 


8.107 


26,992 

17,924 

11,786 

1,400 

2,815 

18,236 

1,783 

41,116 

17,646 

2,501 

11,774 

1,264 

9,324 

81,284 


SHIPS, 


QUAUTT. 


Stockton  Walisend— con^mieei. 


28 

7 

120 

4 

64 

60 

68 

9 

11 


18 

86 

66 

1 

82 

2 

1 

74 

24 

67 

2 

1 

238 
28 
1 
17 
12 
80 

69 

4 

22 

68 


1,968 


Erenwood 
Gordon    - 
Hartle|)Ool 
Harvey     - 
Hesleden 
Heugh  Hall     - 
High  Thomley 
Hopper's 
Hnnwick 
Kelloe      .        - 


Leasingthome   - 
Maclean's  Tees 
Qnarrington 
Richardson's  Tees     - 
Saint  Cuthbert  * 
Saint  Helen's  Tees    - 
Seppings  •        -        • 
Seymour's  Hartlepool 
Seymour's  Tees 
Shotton    - 
South  Durham  - 
Stobart's  Tees  - 
Surtees     -        -        - 


Tees         -        .        - 

Tees  Hetton  * 
Tees  Tansfield  - 
Tennant's 

Tennant's  Hartlepool 
The  Duke's      - 
Thomley  -        .        - 
Trimdon  •        -        - 
West  Hartlepool 
West  Hetton    - 
West  Tees 
Whitworth 


YORKSHIRE: 

16        AUertain  Main  • 

1         Barnsley 

Brouen  Moor  - 

8         Darley  Main    - 
28         Elsecar 

8         Flockton  • 


24 

1 

18 

19 

1 

80 

87 

8 

9 

18 

1 

226 

68 

8 

1 

12 

2 

7 

1 

1 

82 

46 


GawberHall    - 

Gawber  New    .  -        - 
Hollinghall  New  Flookton 

Inland      -        -  -        • 

Kilnhurst-        -  -        - 

Manston  -        -  -        . 

Newton    .        .  •        - 

Noblethorpe     -  •        - 
Old  Haigh  Moor 

Robin  Hood     -  •        • 

Rothwell  Haigh 

Silkstone  -        -  -        - 

Snapethorpe  New  Flockton 

Stanley  Main   •  •        - 

Staveley    -        -  -        • 

Tinslejr  Park     - 

Victoria    •        .  -        - 

West  Devonshire 

Worsbro'  Park 

Wrenthrop        -  -        . 

W.  E.  Charlesworth  - 
Cliffe     - 

Devonshire  - 


TONS. 


6,568 

1>681 

87,712 

808 

19,671 

18,811 

12,822 

8,052 

1,768 

2t,666 

815 

4,068 

12,082 

13,514 

126 

6,865 

299 

110 

19,622 

4,466 

21,197 

246 

246 

59,290 

6,664 

226 

8,068 

8,102 

6,851 

11 

19,683 

864 

8,646 

16,484 

21 


51^13 


1,037 
123 
678 
520 

8,248 
163 

2,473 

62 

1,330 

761 

70 

8,138 

3,167 

829 

528 

1,831 

80 

26,841 

4,276 

246 

19 

115 

1,081 

166 

1,222 

68 

100 

6311 

6,424 
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No.  1. — Amount  of  Soppiy^  kc — Seaborne,  1848 — amtmued* 


8HIP8. 


QUALITY. 


YoUKSHiBE — continued^ 
W.E 


18 
4 
2 

48 


712 


xxOxines  " 
Rothwell 
Tupton  • 
Whitworth 


SCOTCH: 


2 
6 

18 
1 
6 
5 
1 
1 
2 
1 

44 
8 
7 
1 

17 

38 


148 


Alloa 

Clackmannan   - 
Craigrie    - 
Fordel  Splint    - 
Fordel  Steam    • 
Glasgow  Splint 
Grangemouth    • 
Greenwich  Hospital 
Halbeath- 
Lochgellj 
Scotcn 
Standrig  - 
Townhm  . 
Tranent    - 
W.  E.  Elgin     - 
Wellwood 


WELCH: 


6 

1 

8 

12 

17 

14 

6 

4 

42 

1 

1 

90 

4 


Anthracite 
Bituminons 
Bryndwey 
Cwm  ATon 
Forest  Graigola 
Graigola  • 
Landshipping   - 
Lewis's  Mertnyr 
Llangennech     • 
Longhor  - 
Meastegg  - 
Merthyr    - 
Neath  Abbey    - 


TONS. 


421 

822 

118 

6,277 


71,084 


696 
401 

1,286 
206 

1,091 
828 
48 
168 
262 
106 

2,781 

180 

698 

90 

1,786 

2,166 


12,108 


988 

120 

788 

1,666 

4,462 

4,136 

1,990 

1,862 

11,249 

116 

110 

27,626 

1,267 


SHIPS. 


QUAUTT. 


Yfii/m^  continued. 


1 

4 
8 
2 
1 

27 
8 
2 
1 
1 

68 
4 
1 
1 
2 


807 


Oakwood  .... 
Parson's  Abbey  Graigola  Steam 
Patent  Fuel  .... 
Forth  Cawl  .... 
Porthmawr  -  -  •  . 
Powell's  Dnffiryn  Steam  - 
Resolven  Steam  ... 
Risca  ..... 
Uoch  Vein  .... 
St.  George's  Fiery  Vein  - 
Stone  -  •  •  •  . 
Tredegar-  -  .  .  . 
Union  Company's  Graigola  Steam 
Varteg  -  -  .  -  . 
Welch 


FROM  SUNDRY  PLACES : 


Cannel 
Rnacom 


COAL: 


Erenwood 
Heddon  Main  - 
Hetton     - 
High  Thornley 
Kibblesworth    • 
Merthyr  - 
Oxelose    - 
Ridiardson's  Tees 
Trimdon  - 


TONS. 


180 

1,074 

868 

174 

280 

7,037 

773 

886 

98 

280 

11,648 

1,086 

810 

206 

890 


79,924 


87 
108 


190 


CULM  AND  CINDERS : 


9 
81 


Culm 
Cinders 


220 
148 
81 
824 
825 
102 
1,812 
210 
466 


4,127 


1,801 
8,884 


RECAPITULATION. 


SHIPS. 


1,871 

1,724 

421 

46 

2,329 

16 

1,963 

712 

148 

307 

2 

16 

9 

31 


9,693 


QUAUTT. 


Newcastle  ...-•... 
Newcastle  Wallsend  •-----. 

Blyth 

Sunderland  ..••---- 
Sunderland  Wallsend  ..---. 
Stockton  ..-•.---. 

Stockton  Wallsend    - 

Yorkshire  -.....-. 

Scotch      ...-..--. 

Welch ^     .        -        . 

From  Sundry  Places  --•-.- 

Small  Coal 

Culm 

Cinders     -        .        -        -        -- 

Total  1843 


TONS. 


631,884 

606,163 

98,622 

13,698 

684,680 

3,107 

618,813 

71,034 

12,108 

79,924 

190 

4,127 

1,801 

3,384 


2,628,620 


049. 


6  4 
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APPENDIX  TO  REPORT  FROM  THE 


No.  1. — Amount  of  Supply  ;  showing  each  Coal  DiBtrict  from  which  it  is  derived,  &c. contimued. 


SEABORNE,  1844. 


SHIPS. 


QUALITY. 


NEWCASTLE: 


34 
1 
1 
0 
4 
1 
4 
40 
22 
48 
18 
18 
7 
77 
6 
8 
8 
1 
46 
86 
69 
12 
52 
54 
2 
00 
11 
4 
5 
18 
84 
6 
18 
6 
1 
47 
10 
89 
86 
64 
80 
28 
1 
89 
95 
1 

?5 

6 
82 
78 
27 
57 

8 
56 
27 
85 

1 
79 

1 
26 

1 
46 

1 
18 

4 

5 
44 


1,757 


Adair's  Main    •        -        - 
Bates  West  Hartley  - 
Beaumont  West  Hartley    - 
Bell's  Hartley   - 
Bensham  Main 
Berkley's  Hartley     - 
Brandling  Main 
Buddie's  West  Hartley     • 
Bute's  Tanfield  Moor 
Carr's  Hartley  .        -        - 
Charlotte  Main 
Chester  Main    .        .        - 
Coxlodge  -        -        -        • 
Dean'sFrimrose 
East  Pontop      .        .        - 
Eden  Main        .        .,        ^ 
Edmonsley,  unscreened     - 
Eiehton  Moor  -        -        . 
Elnson  Main     -        -        • 
EhnPark 

Felling  Main    -        -        - 
Fenham  Hartley 
Hastings  Hartley 
Hebbum  Main  -        -        • 
Hedley*s  Hardey 
Holywell  Main 
Howard  Main  .        -        • 
Jarrow  Low  Main     - 
Leafe's  Main     •        -        ^ 
Medomsley       -        -        . 
Morrison's  Hartley  Steam 
Morrison's,  unscreened 
Nelson's  West  Hartley 
Newcastle  Hartley  Steam  - 
New  Eighton  Moor    - 
New  Tanfield   - 
Horth  Pekw    - 
Oakwellgate  Main     - 
Old  Pontop  Main 
Old  Tanfield     - 
Orde's  Redheugh 
Original  Windsor's  Pontop 
Patent  Fuel       ... 
Pelaw  Main      -        -        - 
Pelton  Main     .        -        . 
Pitt's  West  Hartley  • 
Pontop  Windsor's     - 
Potts  &  Co's  Primrose 
Rarensworth's  West  Hartley 
Shipcote  Main  •        -        - 
Smith's  Pontop 
South  Pelaw     ... 
South  Pontop   -        -        • 
Tanfield  Moor  -        .        i^ 
Taylor's  West  Hartley 
Towneley  -        .        ., 

Twizell  Main    -        .        - 
West  Hartley    .        *        . 
West  Holywell 
West  Pelton      • 
West  Tanfield  -        -        - 
West  My  lam    .        ^        - 
Whitburn  Main 
Whitefield 

Willington  Hartley  • 
Wood's  Garesfiela  • 
Wylam  Moor   -        •        t 


TONS. 


18,828 
360 
151 
2,478 
1,461 
201 
786 
14»664 
8,676 
17,819 
5,156 
6,046 
841 
28,879 
1,788 
2,687 
,585 
212 
12,494 
10,689 
20,484 
4,852 
18,465 
9,837 
577 
29,974 
3,098 
747 
815 
5,882 
10,497 
2,001 
6,806 
918 
148 
19,000 
2,952 
7,090 
11,987 
21,488 
29,701 
10,195 
149 
18,897 
40,921 
344 
8,521 
1,208 
8,822 
12,510 
8,502 
28^298 
2,804 
19,100 
8,560 
11,872 
865 
27,885 
212 
8,584 
825 
14,556 
129 
5,152 
1,241 
1,924 
16,687 


577,07i 


SHIPS. 


QUAUTT. 


1,428 


NEWCASTLE  WALL8END: 

Acorn  Close 
Bede's      ... 
Bell's  and  Brown's   - 
Bell's  Robson  &  Co.'s 
Bensham  ... 
Bewicke  &  Co.'s 
Blenkinsopp 
Brown's   ... 
Burdon    ... 
Burraton  -        .        - 
Carlisle    •        -        ^ 
Clark  &Co.'s    - 
Clennell's 
Collingwood     • 
Edmondsley 
Eyre's 


35 

1 
45 
14 

5 
77 
20 
38 

8 

3 
10 
22 
42 

1 
24 

1 
91 
58 

1 
52 
10 
30 

1 
99 
82 
95 
14 

4 

5 
58 

2 
46 

1 

2 

10 

24 

29 

5 

8 

105 

8 

81 

8 

87 

2 

13 

4 

17 

87 

10 

6 

1 

88 

8 


BLYTH: 

17 

47 

45 
48 

72 
30 

1 
1 


Gibson's   - 
Grosforth  . 
Grace's     . 
Heaton     . 
Hebbum  . 
Hedle/s  - 
Hezhajn   - 
Hilda       - 
Hotspur's 
Killingworth    • 
Kirk's      -        . 
Langley   - 
Medomsley 
Morrison  &  Co.'s 
Mount  Moor     - 
Newmarch's 
New  Pelaw 
New  Walker    - 
North  Durham 
Norton     - 
Northumberland's 
Norwood 
Oakwellgate     - 
Peareth's 
Pearson's  - 
Ramsay's - 
Reid's       . 
Riddell's  .        . 
Sefton's    - 
Stewart's  • 
Stewart's  Steam 
Sunderland 
Urpeth    - 
Waldridge 
Walker     .        - 
Westgate  • 
Whamcliffe      - 
Wreckington    - 


BlythMain      - 

Cowper  Hartley 

Davison's  West  Hartley    - 
Derwentwater's  Hartley  Steam 

Hartley    - 
Howard's        West 

Netherton. 
Howick  Main  -        .        . 
Morpeth  Main,  unscreened 


Hartley 


TOlfS. 


9,088 

127 

11,580 

3,000 

888 

24,520 

5,003 

12,726 

488 

1,067 

2,644 

7,030 

14,712 

868 

6,768 

164 

24,701 

18,548 

68 

14,887 

2,289 

7,245 

212 

81,887 

11,377 

26,205 

2,407 

497 

1,888 

18,499 

258 

15,286 

116 

488 

2,977 

4,786 

9,126 

927 

1,001 

88,697 

611 

8,827 

1,168 

11,090 

664 

4,287 

720 

6,805 

28,205 

8,468 

1,875 

180 

22,549 

1,666 


424,548 


3,875 

11,195 

11,107 
7,814 

20,982 
7,746 

148 
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SELECT  COMMITTEE  ON  COALS  (METROPOLIS.) 


MS 


No.  1.— Amoumt  of  Supply,  kc. — Seaborne,  1844— continuecL 


SHIPi* 


QUAUTT* 


Blttb— coR^nee^. 


1 

32 

6 
13 


313 


North  West  Hartley,  unscreened 

Sidney's  Hartley       -        -        . 

Warkworlh  Hartley  -        -        - 
W.  E.  Dela^al  .        -        .        - 


SUNDERLAND: 


12 

7 

1 

24 

4 

1 

9 

1 

11 
14 

1 

4 

0 

10 

I 


109 


Beamish  South  Moor 
Belmont  Nut    - 

Easineton  Main 

Eden  Main       ... 

Elvet,  nnscreened 

Elm  Park,  unscreened 

Harraton  Main 
Hartley  Steam 

Lambton  Primrose    • 
Lumley  Main   -        •        - 

Moorsley  Main 

Pemberton  k  Co/s  Primrose 

Richmond  Main 

Usworth,  unscreened 

Wear  Hebburn,  unscreened 


SUNDERLAND  WALLSEND; 

1  Beirs      . 

132  Belmont - 

206  Braddyll's  Hetton     - 

1  Butterby- 

1  Charlaw  Steam 

1  Cleveland 


1 
30 

1 

11 

123 

957 

37 

10 

73 

471 

2 
28 

2 

0 

4 

1 

66 

100 

87 

14 

2 

270 

16 

1 
11 
60 

2 


2,140 


049. 


Elret 

Finchale  •  .  •  .  . 
Framwellgate  »  -  .  . 
Gibson's  -        •        -        .        • 

Haswell 

Hetton 

Houghall 

Hylton 

Keepier  -  -  -  -  . 
Lambton  -  -  .  .  . 
Lawson's  -        -        -        -        . 

Lumley 

Muserave's       .        .        .        . 
Norm  Durham 
North  Hetton  Co/s  Lyons 
North  Hetton  Co/s  Steam-boat 
Pemberton  &  Co.'s    • 
Richmond         .        •        .        . 
Russell's  Hstton 

Sherbum 

Shincliffe  -        -        -        -        . 
Stewart's  Seaham 
Stewart's  Steam-boat 
Stormont  .        .        -        .        , 
West  Durham  -        •        •        . 

WhitweU 

Wilfied's-        .       .        .        - 


TOHS. 


214 

8,523 

603 
3,948 


76,861 


2,290 
1,762 

191 

7,040 

836 

150 

2,586 
173 

2,477 
3,840 

315 
1,004 
2,746 
2,479 

185 


28,064 


98 

36,782 

63,692 

304 

569 
237 

195 

7,344 

288 

1,584 

35,292 

103,756 

10,059 

5,278 

16,784 

139,042 

471 

7,407 

315 

1,781 

1,016 

276 

18,795 

26,851 

24,233 

3,396 

226 

79,976 

4,884 

127 

1,669 

18,484 

462 


611,662 


SHIPS. 


QUALITY. 


STOCKTON : 

Bewicke's  Main 

Bitchbum 

Brancepeth 

Edep  Hartley  - 

Fowler's  Main  • 

Meor^s  Main     - 

OldEtherley    - 

Sharp's  Tanfield 
Shotton  Main  - 
South  Tanfield  Moor 
Stockton  West  Hartley 

1         Tees  Nut- 

17         Wilkinson's  Tanfield 


1 
24 
31 

2 

7 


13 

1 
7 
1 


109 


STOCKTON  WALLSEND: 


91 
15 

56 
31 
7 
6 
19 
88 

104 
31 
2 
9 
3 
58 
1 

97 
40 

7 
1 

37 

28 
40 
70 
27 
54 
25 
1 
50 

60 

12 

31 

7 

37 

1 

47 

5 

22 

10 

5 

45 

1 

21 

54 

6 

2 

2 

2 


Adelaide's 
Albert's    • 


Barrett's   *        -        . 
Barrington's     - 
Bentley's 
Blanshard's 
Bowbum  -        .        - 
Brown's  Deanery 

Caradoc  -        .        - 
Cassop  Hartlepool     • 
Castle  Eden      • 
Clarence  Hetton 
Clavering's 
Coundon  -        .        • 
Cragwood 

East  Hetton      - 
Evenwood 

Fox's 

Fowler's  •        .        . 


(Gordon     - 

Hartlepool 
Harvev  - 
Hesleden  - 
Heugh  Hall  • 
High  Thomley 
Hopper's  - 
Howden  - 
Hnnwick  - 


Kelloe      •        - 
Leasingthome  - 
Maclefm's  Tees  - 
Middleham 
Quarrington 
Ramshaw 

Richardson's  Tees     - 
St  Cuthbert's    - 
St.  Helen's  Tees 
Sepping's 

Seymour's  Hartlepool 
Seymour's  Tees 
Sharp's  Butterknowle 
Shotton    - 
South  Durham  • 
South  Hartlepool 
South  Kelloe    <» 
South  Willington       - 
South  Wingate 


TONS. 


100 
3,659 
6,441 

339 

2,241 

478 

330 

2,942 
267 

1,483 
358 

260 

3,123 


22,016 


27,871 
3,623 

14,145 

7,317 

393 

1,319 

4,335 

18,417 

32,211 

7,731 

177 

2,087 

690 

12,343 

290 

34,645     ' 
10,825 

1,248 
106 

7,688 

8,708 
10,423 
19,897 

9,001 
14,970 

6,411 
68 

9,342 

21,454 

2,848 

7,445 

1,525 

12,867 

280 

10,913 

1,253 

4,227 

2,086 

1,246 

11,943 

92 

5,484 

17,193 

1,749 

380 

541 

239 

(continuecT) 
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'       APPENDIX  TO  REPORT  FROM  THE 


tfo.  1.— ^Attoijut  of  Supply,  fcc — Seaborne^  lS44*'->r!0ntmued. 


SHIPS. 


QUALITT. 


StocKTov-'^orUinuetL 


J  78 
40 
11 
80 

4 
42 


6 
8 
82 
71 
HI 
80 
20 


-4,877 


Tees 

Tees  Hetton 

Tennant*8 

The  Duke's 

Thornley 

Trimdon  « 


Victoria  Tees    • 

Weardale 
West  Hartlepool 
West  Hetton     • 
West  Tees 
Whitworth 
Witton  Park     - 
Woodifield 


Toirs. 


YORKSHIRE; 


56 
6 
1 

16 
1 
3 
1 

20 

3 

24 

1 

26 

66 

12 

40 

2 

3 

16 
2 

28 

4 

160 

62 
1 
2 

20 
1 
6 

16 

60 
188 

20 
1 
6 
4 
1 
8 

87 


046 


Adelaide   - 
AUerton  Main  - 
Andrew  Hill     - 
Ardshv  Main    - 
Bamsley  - 
Black  Boy 
Blackley  Hurst 

Clay  Cross 

Darley  Main     - 


Elsecar     .        -        -        - 
Keld  &  Co.'s  Tees  Helton  - 
Flockton  -        -        -        - 
Gawber  Hall    •        -        - 
Haigh  Moor     -        -        - 
Inland      -        -        -        - 
Lennard  Fence 
Lowther  and  Preston  Main 
Manston  and  Brouen  Moor 
Newton    -        -        -        • 
Park  Gate        ... 
Robin  Hood     ... 
Rothwell  Haigh 
Silkstone  -        -        •        • 
Snapethorpe}  New  Flockton 
Stanley  M.ain    •        •        - 
Staveley  -        .        -        - 
Victoria    -        -        -        - 
Warren  House  -        - 
Wiogerworth  Main   - 
Worsbro*  Park 
Wrenthorpe       -        -        • 
W.E,  Cliffs      - 

Devonshire     - 

Evenwood 

(Gordon  -        -        - 

Holmes  -        -        - 

Rothwell 

Tees       ^        .        • 

Whitwood      - 


SCOTCH : 


47 
2 

24 
3 
1 


Alloa 

Berwick  - 
Clackmannan    • 
Cuttlehill  Splint 
Diamond  - 
Donibristle  Chew 


482,807 


8,211 
430 
188 

1,070 
126 
346 
100 

1,021 

406 

2,062 
320 

2,806 

0,613 
866 

1,262 
128 
248 

1,830 

1,670 
157 

2,586 

402 

18,773 

4,665 
120 
280 

1,603 
185 
386 

1,001 

4,301 
17,884 

2,706 
80 
628 
212 
220 
758 

4,747 


04,100 


8,856 
311 

6,531 
654 
258 
544 


SHI1>S. 


qjjAtnr, 


Scotch — continued. 


1 
40 

8 
14 

10 
1 
7 
2 
1 

66 
2 
4 

20 
3 

10 

57 
1 
4 

16 


354 


318 


Dysart     -       -       - 

Fordel  Stream  - 

Grangemouth   - 

Greenwich        Hospital, 
Hartley. 

Halbeath  - 

HillofBeath    - 

Lochgelly 

Preston  Links  • 

Riggenhead  Main 

Scotch      - 

Standrig  - 

Throu^nar 

Townnill  and  Appin 

Tranent    - 

Wemvss  Steam 

W .  K  Elgin     . 

Great  Jewel 

Inverkeithing 

Wellwootl 


West 


WELCH : 


2 
4 
1 
3 

1 
1 
6 

2 

16 

11 

2 
80 
33 

04 
12 

4 
1 
1 
1 

82 
2 
6 
3 

f7 
1 


Anthracite 

Bituminous 
Bleandare  Hartley     - 
Bryndu     ... 
Bynea  Steam    - 

Cefh  Cwsc 
(^offin's  Dinas  - 
Cwm  Avon 

Duncan  &  Ca's  House 

Forest  Graigola 

Graigola  - 


Landshipping  < 
Lewis's  Mertny: 
Llangennech 


Merthyr  - 

Neath  Abbey 

Oakwood 

Old  Fiery  Vein 

Parson's  Abbey  Graigola 

Patent  Fuel 

Powell's  DuflTryn  Stream 

Powell's  Lantwit 

Resolven  Steam 

St.  George's  Fiery  Vein 

Stone        ... 

Ton  Mawr 

Tredegar  ... 

Williams's  Steam 


FRO^  SUNDRY  PLACES: 

Cannel     - 

Lafhch    -  ^ 
Lonsdale  «* 

New  Ywrk 

Rushy  PariL     • 


TONS. 


230 

12,218 

1,211 

)i961 

2,598 
218 

1,146 
218 
245 

3,611 
899 
618 

6,252 
680 

1,887 

14,581 

250 

176 

8,019 

66,847 


250 

400 
775 
100 
736 

98 
71 

496 

860 

4^14 

2,928 

860 

8^0 

10,088 

27,292 

2,826 

162 

180 

860 

17 

7,868 

620 

1,248 

723 

11,657 

110 

410 

810 

83,089 


KM) 

180 
108 

26 

16 

424 
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SELECT  COMMITTEE  ON  COALS  (METROPOLIS). 


H7 


No.  1,— Amount  of  Suppljy  fcc^Seabonie,  1844— eon^tnuair. 


SHIPS. 


QUALITT. 


SMALL  COAL: 

Carr'B  Hartley  - 
Crag  Head 
Coundon 

1  Evenwood 

2  Framwell  GflCte 


1 
1 


1 

7 

4 

1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
6 
I 


TOV9. 


Graces 

Hihg  Thoraley 
Hunwick  - 


Kibblesworth    •  -        - 
Leasin^Iiorne 

Middleham       -  -        - 

Northumberland's  • 

Oxdose    .        .  -        . 

Powers  Duflfryn  • 
Ravensworth's  West  Hartley 


855 

320 
434 

225 

600 

31 

2,183 
514 

159 
190 
240 
286 
161 
1,023 
87 


SHIPS. 


QUAJUTT. 


Small  Coal — coutimed. 

St.  George's 
Sepping's  - 

South  Tanfield  - 
South  Wingate- 


3 
1 

1 
1 


41 


Tees  Tanfield     - 
Tennant's  - 

Washington 
Wilkinson's  Tanfield 


TOKS. 


CULM  AND  CINDERS: 


7 
54 


Culm 
Cinders 


200 

195 

31 

935 

783 
285 

265 
150 


9,652 


1,568 
13,150 


RECAPITULATION. 


1,757 

1,428 

313 

109 

2,149 

1,877 

945 

354 

818 

5 

41 

7 

64 


9,466 


Newcastle         -- 

Newcastle  Wallsend 

Blyth       .       .        .       • 

Sunderland       •        -        •        -v 

Sunderland  Wallsend 

Stockton 

Stockton  Wallsend 

Yorkshire         .•------ 

Scotch 

Welch      -        - 

From  Sundry  Places 

Small  Coal 

Culm 

Cinders     ---- 

TOTALi  1844 


577,073 

424,548 

76,861 

28,064 

611,662 

22,016 

482,807 

94,199 

66,347 

83,039 

424 

9,652 

1,568 

13,150 


2,490,910 


SEABORNE,   1845. 


SHIPS. 


aUAUTT. 


NEWCASTLE : 


58 
9 
2 
2 

77 

1 

9 

88 

32 

50 

1 

11 

82 

69 

1 

1 

19 
1 

0.49. 


Adair's  Main    -        -        • 
Bates's  West  Hartley 
Bensham  Main 
BrandUng  Main 
Buddie's  West  Hartley     - 
Bumopfield      .        -        - 
Bute's  Tanfield  Moor 
Carr's  Hartley  ... 
Charlotte  Mam 
Chester  Main    -        -        - 
Clark  &  Co.'s  Hartiey  Steam 
Clavering's  Tanfield 
Coxlodge  -        •        - 

Dean's  Primrose 
Derwent,  uQscreened 
East  Pontop     ... 
East  Tanfield    - 
East  Windsor  Pontop 


23,110 

2,905 

450 

269 

27,514 

339 

3,448 

81,180 

8,417 

16,844 

254 

3,216 

4,493 

19,215 

402 

397 

6,880 

291 


Nbwoasilb— coi»*musd. 


118 
4 
2 

65 

13 
1 

64 
4 
3 
1 
2 

74 
8 
6 
6 
136 
8 
6 


Eden  Main 
Eden's  Tanfield 
Eighton  Moor  - 
Elnson  Main    - 
Elm  Park 
Famacre's  Pelaw 
Felling  Main    - 
Fenham  Hartley 
Forest  Main 
Garesfield 
Gateshed  Park 
Hastings's  Hartley 
Hebbum  Main 
Hebbum  Bensham 
Hedley's  Hartley 
Holywell  Main 
Howard  Main  * 
Jarrow  Dust     - 


40,611 

1,440 

835 

17,822 

3,933 

201 

19,324 

1,872 

732 

249 

369 

27,500 

486 

1,388 

1,898 

45,155 

759 

1,995 


T  2 

t 
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APPENDIX  TO  REPORT  FROM  THE 


No.  1.— Amount  of  Supply,  &c.— Seaborne,  1^4t6-^onHnued. 


SHIPS. 


HVAUTT. 


HEwcASThB-^continued. 


10 
1 
8 
11 
38 
10 
90 
1 
5 
1 
4 
18 
78 
24 
118 
86 
32 
60 
117 
18 
21 
2 
67 
4 
129 
2 
19 
66 
14 
14 
2 
68 
69 
2 
40 
60 
148 
66 
1 
69 
22 
16 
2 
9 

65 


2,661 


Jarrow  Low  Main    • 
Leaxe's  Main    -        •        * 
Medomsley       -        -        - 
Morrison's  Hartley  Steam    . 
Nelson's  West  Hartley 
Newcastle  Hartley  Steam  - 
NewTanfield    - 
North  Pelaw    - 
North  Percy  Hartley 
North  Pontop  -        -        - 
North  Tanfield 
Oakwellgate  Main    - 
Old  Pontop      ... 
Old  Tanfield     -        -        - 
Orde's  Redhengh 
Original  Tanfield 
Original  Windsor's  Pontop 
Pelaw  Main      -        .        - 
Pelton  Main     -        .        . 
Pontop  Windsor's     - 
Potts  &  Co.'s  Primrose     - 
Ravensworth's  Pelaw 
Ravensworth's  West  Hartley 
Shaftoe's  Hartley      - 
Shipcote  Main  -        -        - 
Simpson's  Pontop     - 
Smith's  Pontop 
South  Pelaw    ... 
South  Pontop  -        -        - 
Stewart's  Hartley  Steam    - 
Storroont  Main 

Tanfield  Moor  ... 

Taylor's  West  Hartley 

Team        .        -        -        . 

Towneley  ... 

Twizell  Main    -        -        - 

West  Hartley  Main  - 

West  Pelton     - 

West  Tvne  Main       . 

WestWylam    - 

Whitburn  Main 

Whitefield 

Willington  Hartley   - 

Wood's  Garesfield     - 

Wortley  Main  •        .        - 

Wylam  Moor  -       .        . 


NEWCASTLE  WALLSEND : 


38 
32 
16 
,6 
82 
41 
10 

3 
18 

1 

4 
83 
79 

6 
80 
62 
45 
88 
39 
223 

6 


Acorn  Close 
Bell  k  Brown's 
Bell,  Robson  &  Co. 
Bensham 
Bewicke  k  Co. 
Brown's   - 
Clark  &  Co.'b 
Clavering's 
Clennell's 
Derwent  - 
Farnacre's 
Gibson's  - 
Gosforth  - 
Harton     - 
Heaton    - 
Hebburn  - 
Hedley's  - 
Hilda       - 
Hotspur  - 
Killingworth    - 
Kirk's      . 


TONS. 


2^04 
190 
2,838 
3,656 
12,983 
1,419 
33,688 
349 
1,457 
381 
853 
3,404 
28,719 
9,309 
45,817 
13,260 
12,164 
17,682 
72,098 
6,758 
5,549 
622 
24,356 
1,446 
18,627 
826 
7,169 
26,358 
5,260 
4,534 
306 
20,863 
21,652 
433 
13,128 
18,191 
50,748 
22,649 
157 
19,554 
3,927 
6,179 
545 
3,278 
84 
24,766 


885,799 


9,926 

7,899 

3,012 

1,460 

24,938 

14,364 

3,168 

911 

6,307 

249 

889 

21,797 

24,089 

862 

22,569 

12,628 

12,151 

31,339 

13,552 

68,384 

1,412 


SHIPS. 


QUAUTT. 


Newcastle  Waliserd— conf^ttie^. 

Lanchester 
Medomsley 
Morrison  6c  Co.'s 
Mount  Moor     - 
Newmarch's     • 
New  Walker    - 
North  Durham 
Northumberland's     • 
Norton     .        .        - 
Norwood  -        -        . 
Oakwellgate     • 
Peareth's,  unscreened 
Pearson's 
Potts  &Co.'s    . 
Ramsay's 
Reid's      . 
Riddell's  - 

Stewart's  -        -        - 
Stewart's  Steam 
Sunderland 
Urpeth     .        -        - 
Waldridge 
Walker    - 
Whamdifie      - 
Wreckington    - 


1 

2 

19 

1 

59 

11 

41 

23 

7 

8 

1 

120 

2 

1 

84 

14 

47 

86 

4 

4 

91 

6 

26 

125 

8 


1,699 


BLYTH; 

10 
17 
46 
31 
67 
92 
48 
1 
32 


839 


BlythMain      -        .        .        . 
Cfaeyington  West  Hartley 
Cowpen  Hartley       •  ^  - 
Davison's  West  Hartle"  - 
Derwentwater's  Hartley  Steam  - 
Hartley    -        -        .        . 
Howard's  West  Hartley  Netherton 
North  West  Hartley 
Sidney's  Hartley     *  - 


SUNDERLAND : 


11 
3 
2 

1 
119 
1 
1 
4 
2 
1 
3 
2 
1 
6 
10 


166 


Beamish  South  Moor 
Belmont  Nut    •        .        . 
Braddyll's  Screened  Rough 
Durham  Main  •        •        * 
Eden  Main       .        .        ^ 
Ellison  Hartley  Steam 
Elm  Park         ... 
Lambton  Primrose    • 
Lumley  Primrose     - 
Morrison's  Hartley  Steam 
Pemberton  &  Co.'s  Primrose 
Stewart's  Hartley  Steam    - 
South  Moor  Hartley,  screened 
Unscreened  Usworth 
White's  Primrose     - 


SUNDERLAND  WALLSEND : 

5  Acorn  Close 

1  Annfield  *        -        •        . 

113  Belmont  -        .        •        . 

468  Bryddyll's  Hetton    - 

3  Chartershaugh  Peareth's   * 

1  Durha)n's  Steamboat 
Elm  Park 


Toirs. 


238 

292 

6,874 

296 

19,343 

1,831 

12,374 

7,877 

1,485 

458 

151 

44,076 

429 

280 

10,181 

4,884 

14,356 

30,107 

1,368 

1,451 

33,767 

12,138 

7,002 

26,786 

1,636 


601,659 


2,623 

2,625 
11,598 

8,025 

14,492 

26,874 

11,083 

283 

7,678 


86,181 


2,828 

866 

320 

260 

33,048 

140 

214 

788 

620 

498 

810 

426 

286 

1,306 

2,278 


44,661 


1,009 

66 

86,710 

187,248 

688 

148 

60 
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No.  1. — Amount  of  Supply,  &c. — Seaborne,  1846 — eontinvsd. 

SHIPS* 

QUAUTY« 

TONS. 

SHIPS. 

QUALITY. 

TONS. 

SuiTDBBLAND  Wallsbnd — contmued. 

1 

Stocktok 

AND  Hartlepool — cotUinued. 

78 

Finchale 

14,847 

114 

W.  E.  Hartlepool      - 

32,250 

1 

Fullwell 

249 

6 

Hartlepool  West  Hartley 

890 

8 

Gibson's 

1,868 

.. 

Steamboat 

198 

Haswell 

62,218 

46 

Harvey  .... 

14,129 

8 

Hedley's 

1,299 

3 

HarTey    and    Thomley, 

497 

689 

Hetton 

171,818 

mixed. 

26 

Hooghall 

6,601 

26 

Hesleden        -        -        - 

8,066 

48 

Hylton 

14,696 

1£6 

HeughHall  - 
High  Thomley 

39,653 

81 

Keepier   -        -        -        .        - 
Lambton 

20,746 

20 

6,404 

678 

207,849 

1 

Hopper's        .        .        • 

343 

84 

Lumley    -        -        •        •        - 
Mansfield         .... 

10,670 

1 

Hunter's 

81 

1 

166 

76 

Hun  wick        ... 

18,611 

27 

Morrison  &  Co-'s      ... 

7,866 

166 

Kelloe   .... 

61,983 

4 

27 

182 

North  Durham          .        .        - 
North  Hetton  Co/s  Lyons  * 
Pemberton  &  Co.'s   - 

Reade's 

Richmond         -        -        •        . 
Russell's  Hetton 
Scarborough's  .... 
Sherbum          .... 
Stewart's  Sunderland 
Stewart's  Seaham      • 
Stewart's  Steam        ... 
Wear  Hartley  .... 
West  Durham  -        -        -        - 
West  Hylton    .        -        -        - 
Whitwell          .... 

1,266 

6,917 

37,162 

OAA 

77 

1 

Leasingthome 
Low  Beachburn 
Ludworth  Steamboat 

20,666 

40 

166 

1 

67 

271 

24 

7 

3 

319 

1 
1 
1 
4 
64 

3U0 

17,416 

78,369 

7,280 

1,674 

988 

98,974 

318 

120 

170 

771 

19,824 

61 

3 

2 

66 

11 

20 

4 

2 

88 

47 

1 

4 

104 

2 

27 

Maclean's  Tees 
Merrington     ... 
Mown  Meadows     - 
Richardson's  Tees  - 
Roddy  Moor  -        -        - 
St  Helen's  Tees     -        - 
Sepping's       .        -        - 
Seymour's  Hartlepool     - 
Seymour's  Tees       -        r 
Shotton          ... 
Smith's  Tanfield  Tees      - 
South  Coxhoe 
South  Durham 
South  Hartlepool    - 
South  Kelloe  - 

13,896 

608 

405 

14,788 

2,122 

4,142 

898 

606 

22,962 

14,141 

250 

1,108 

8,284 

967,098 

31,891 
426 

6,647 

STOCl 

iTON  AND  HARTLEPOOL: 

1 

South  Willington    - 

68 

4 

Bitchbui-Nnt 

996 

1 

Stobart's  Tees 

150 

1 

Brancepeth  Nut        -        -        - 
Brown^sTees  Hartley 

208 

184 

Tees       .... 

46,979 

1 

132 

21 

Tees  Hetton    .        -        - 

6,885 

1 

Caradoc  Splint 

222 

16 

Tennant's       .        .        - 

4,469 

1 

Castle  Eden  Nut 

374 

27 

The  Duke's    - 

6,219 

2 

Cragwood  Hartley  Steam  - 

440 

39 

Thomley 

9,431 

2 

Hunter's  unscreened 

440 

66 

Trimdon         -        .        . 

14,751 

1 

OldEtherley    .        -        -        - 

226 

8 

Victoria  Tees 

471 

1 

Richardson  &  Go's  Lime    - 

210 

17 

West  Comforth 

3,098 

1 

Sharp's  Tanfield        ... 
South  Tanfield 

266 

6 

West  Hartlepool     - 

1,544 

1 

330 

M 

West  Hetton  - 

9,541 

1 

Stockton  West  Hartley     - 

330 

93 

WestTees       .       -        . 

23,697 

1 

Tees  Hetton  Steam    - 

190 

37 

Whitworth  Park    - 

8,071 

1 

Tees  Nut  .        -        •        -        . 

205 

33 

Witton  Park 

8,578 

1 

Tees  Primrose  -        .        .        - 

253 

28 

Woodifield    - 

6,208 

17 
161 

Trimdon  High  Main 
W.  E.  Adelaide  Tees 

3,760 
46,716 

2,688 

733,043 

2 
77 
10 

Auckland  Park      - 

Barrett's 

Barrington's  -        -        . 

420 

19,331 

2,747 

HIRE: 

YORKS 

2 

Bentley's 

332 

1 

Allerton  Main  .        -       -       - 

64 

26 

Bitchbum      ... 

4,366 

21 

Ardsley  Main    - 

1,827 

8 

Bowbum        ... 

640 

6 

Clay  Cross        .        .        .        - 

279 

1 

Bowdon  Close 

127 

1 

Damley  Main  .        -        .        • 

570 

14 

Brancepeth    ... 

2,411 

1 

East  Gawber    -        .        .        - 

90 

126 

Brown's  Deanery   - 

27,682 

3 

El^ecar     .        .        -        -        - 

372 

82 

Byer's  Green 

7,623 

4 

Flockton  .        -        -        -        - 

314 

127 

Caradoc          ... 

39,971 

1 

Garford  and  Micklefrid     - 

342 

1 

Carter's  Hartley     - 

76 

9 

Gawber  Hall     -        -        .        - 

774 

18 

Cassop  Hartlepool  - 

3,410 

14 

Haigh  Moor     -    .    -        • 
HoyianJ  and  Elsecar 

1,099 

6 

Castle  Eden    - 

1,300 

2 

128 

50 

Coundon         ... 

12,580 

6 

Inland 

133 

4 

Dennison        ... 

666 

10 

Manston  and  Brown  Moor 

1,014 

127 

East  Hetton  -        • 

46,081 

4 

Newton  Main   .        .        .        - 

446 

61 

Eden  Hartlepool    - 

12,016 

1 

Park  Gate        .        .        -        . 

100 

88 

Evenwood      ... 

9,863 

18 

Robin  Hood      .        .        .        - 

1,669 

18 

Fox's     .        -        •        . 

8,165 

3 

Rothwell  Haigh 

291 

6 

Fox's  Hartlepool     - 

1,180 

36 

Silkslone           .... 

4,607 

Gibson's  Butterknowle    - 

120 

20 

Snapethorpe  New  Flockton 
Stanley  Main    -        .        .        - 

1,422 

71 

Gordon .        -        -        . 

18,462 

1 

2 

198 

0.49. 

T 

3 

Digitized  by  Vn 

(continuid) 

oogle 

150 


APPENDIX  TO  REPORT  FROM  THE 


No.  1.— Amount  of  Supply,  &c.— Seaborne,  1846— co»<MiM«d. 


8HIP8. 


QUAUTT. 


YoRKSRinE^cimtinuedn 

Victoria   - 
Wrenthorpe 


10 

29 

79 

158 

8 

1 

12 

S 

27 

83 

23 


640 


W.  £.  Adelaide's  Tees 
Cliff's    . 
Gordon  - 
Holmes  • 
Richardson's  Tees 
South  Keloe 
Stanley 
Tees 
Whitwood 


SCOTCH  J 


26 
6 

1 
1 
1 
10 
27 
6 
2 
2 
8 


88 


Alloa       .... 

Clackmannan    ... 
Fordel  Splint    -        -        - 
Fordel  Steam    - 
Grangemouth   ... 
Greenwich  Hospital  West  Hartley 
Scotch     .... 
Townhill  and  Appin  - 
W.E.  Elgin     •        . 

Inverkeithing 

Wellwood       - 


WELCH: 


10 

2 

1 

9 

1 

9 

6 

7 

1 

10 

29 

66 

108 

10 

2 


Anthracite 
Benea 
Bituminous 
Cwm  Avon 
Eagle's  Bush     * 
Fiery  Vein 
Forest  Graigola 
Graigola  - 
Graigola  Steam 
Lancfohipsioff  - 
Lewises  Mertnyr 
Llansenneeh     « 
Merwyr  • 
Neath  Abbey    - 
Newport  - 


TONS. 


928 

1,642 

12,407 

17,086 

436 

62 

1,177 

229 

3,294 

3,241 

2,507 


68,743 


2,460 

1,428 

200 

262 

70 

463 

1,471 

1,330 

134 

130 

1,342 


9,290 


2,179 

86 

120 

1,846 

40 

1,598 

1,764 

2,089 

380 

2,364 

8,048 

16,542 

80,332 

2,859 

210 


SHIPS. 


QUALITY* 


WELCn^^continued, 

I  Patent  Fuel      - 

28  Powell's  Duffryn  Steam 

1  Primrose  - 

18  Resolven  Steam 

6  St.  George's 

64  Stone 

1  Swansea  Smelting 

2  Tredegar  - 


TO]rs« 


SUNDRY  PLACES 

Cannel      - 
Forest  of  Dean  - 
LancHshire 
Whitehaven 


SMALL  COAL: 


23 


Belmont,  W.  E. 
Bewicke  &  Co. 
Bitchbum 
Brancepeth 
Carr's  Hartley  - 
Clavering's  W.  E. 
Coronation        -i 
Hartlepool  Dust 
Heaton  W.  E.  - 
Lewis's  Merthyr 
North  Hettou  Co.*s 
Old  Etherley    - 
Old  Pontop      . 
Powell's  Duffryn 
Resolven  - 
Stewart's  W.  E. 
Trimdon  . 
Wortley    - 


CULM  AND  CINDERS  j 


6 

118 


Culm 
Cinders 


106 
7,954 

218 

2,680 

1,760 

13,059 

355 

370 


96,961 


150 

186 

10 

105 


450 


165 
441 
85 
53 
608 
254 
63 
120 
401 
212 
217 
290 
169 
450 
168 
978 
420 
143 


6,227 


RECAPITULATION. 


SHIPS. 


2,661 

1,609 

339 

166 

3,284 

2,688 

640 

88 

371 

5 

23 

5 

118 


11,987 


QUALITT. 


Newcastle  .-..--.- 
Newcastle  Wallsend  ....... 

Blyth 

Sunderland  --•••--- 
Sunderland  WaUsend  -.---. 
Stockton  and  Hartlepool   -••-•. 

Yorkshire 

Scotch      •        -        - 

Welch 

From  Sundry  Places 

Small  Coal 

Culm 

Cinders    .-••-.--- 

Total,  1846 


TONS. 


885,799 

601,559 

86,181 

44,661 

957,098 

733,043 

68,743 

9,290 

96,961 

460 

6,227 

1,687 

24,721 


3,403,320 
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No.  1. — Amount  of  Supply ;  showing  each  Coal  District  from  which  it  is  derived,  kc'^^antinued. 


SEABORNE,   1846. 


BBIPf. 


QVAUTT. 


NEWCASTLE: 


63 

4 

8 

87 

2 

4 

57 

}2 

40 

20 

107 

1 

1 

8 

186 

4 

13 

10 

7 

58 

5 

6 

0 

12 

50 

1 

1 

4 

4 

127 

0 
18 
12 

1 

105 

11 

8 

1 
18 
40 

138 
05 
91 

1 

74 

140 

16 

8 
34 

7 
107 

6 

1 
75 
12 
82 
47 
24 

I 
32 
20 
82 

2 
154 

1 

5 
88 

0-49. 


Adair^s  Main   •        •        . 
Bate'fl  West  Hartley 
Brand  linsMain 
Saddle's  West  Hartley     - 
Bnmhope  Hartley    - 
Bote's  Tanfield  Moor 
Carr's  Hartley 
Charlotte  Main 
Chester  Main  -        •        - 
Clavering's  Tanfield 
Coxlodge  ... 

Dean's  Primrose 
Derwent  Hartley 
Earsdon  Main  -        -        - 
East  Pelaw      -        .        - 
Eden  Main      •        -        - 
Eighton  Moor 
Ellison  Main    .        -        - 
Ellison  Low  Main     - 
Ekn  Park        .        *        . 
Felling  Main    -        •        • 
Fenfaam  Hartley 
Forest  Main     -        ••        - 
Gateshead  Park 
Grace's  Hartley 
Hastings's  Hartley    - 
Hebbam  Bensham  €raa     - 
Hebbam  Main 
Hedley's  Beamish    • 
Hedley^s  Hartley 
Holywell  Main 
Halt's  TatiBeld 
Medomsley      -        -        • 
Nelson's  West  Hartley     - 
Newcastle  Hartley  Steam 
New  Pelton     ... 
New  Tanfield  -        .        - 
North  Percy  Hartley 
North  Pontop  ... 
North  Wy lam  -        -        - 
Oakwellgate  Main    • 
Old  Pontop      • 
Old  Tanfield    • 
Orde's  Redhengh     - 
Original  Tanfield     - 
Original  Windsor's  Pontop 
Ozclosesi  unscreened 
Pelaw  Main     ... 
Pelton  Main    .        .        - 
Pontop  Windsor's    - 
Ravensworth's  Pelaw 
Ravensworth's  West  Hartley 
Shaftoe's  Hartley     - 
Shipcote,  unscreened 
Smith's  Pontop 
South  Derwent  Hartley    « 
Sourfi  Pelaw    ... 
South  Pontop  -        .        - 
Stewart's  Hartley  Steam   • 
Tanfield  Moor 
Taylor's  West  Hartley      - 
Team  Hartley 
Townel^         .        •        - 
Twizell  Main   -        .        - 
Usworth  Main,  unscreened 
Walbottle  Harthy    - 
West  Hartley  Main  . 
West  Pelaw     • 
West  Pelton    ... 
WcstWylam   - 


TONS. 


21,408 

1,441 

154 

13,284 

667 

1,580 

20,482 

3,780 

16,318 

2,518 

2,560 

27,400 

807 

430 

1,151 

40,270 

743 

3,030 

2,284 

1,782 

15,000 

1,468 

1,354 

2,101 

2,740 

21,817 

328 

84 

1,370 

1,124 

80,200 

42 

3,188 

4,580 

8,330 

878 

38,067 

3,261 

3,121 

434 

3,106 

15,111 

22 

48,412 

35,275 

7,860 

352 

22,880 

60,805 

4,716 

2,607 

0,670 

2,416 

10,340 

1,047 

53 

26,755 

4,504 

11,084 

16,338 

8,166 

355 

10,838 

10,184 

10,007 

614 

53,000 

286 

1,826 

10,500 


SHIPS. 


QUAurr. 


TOKfl. 


Newcastle — contimted. 


12 
20 
2 
86 
71 


2,302 


Whitburn  Main 
Whitefield 
Willington  Hartley 
Wood's  Garesfield 
Wylam  Moor  - 


NEWCASTLE  WALLSEND: 

Acorn  Close 

Beaumont 

Bell  and  Brown's 

Bell's,  Robson  &  Co. 

Bensham  ... 

Bewieke  &  Co.*s 

Brown's  ... 

Burnhope 

Chester     ... 

Clark  &Co.'s  - 

Clennell's 


28 

1 

25 

5 

4 

60 

22 

1 

1 

15 

5 

1 

1 

1 

10 

23 

55 

56 

16 

48 

84 

14 

80 

88 

1 

200 

4 

84 

1 

10 

42 

2 

135 

8 

4 

10 

47 

1 

11 

2 

70 

1 

88 

46 

144 

11 

16 


1,485 


Derwent  -        -        -        • 

Dipton  .... 

Durham  .        .        .        - 

Finchale  .... 

Gibson's  .... 
Gibson's  and  North  Durham 

Grosforth  .... 


Harton 
Heaton 
Hebburn  .        .        - 

Hedley  .... 
Hilda  .... 
Hotspur's  •  •  • 
Hunwick  ... 

Killiugworth    ... 
Medomsley       ... 
Morrison  &  Co.'s 
Mount  Moor     ... 
Newmarch's      ... 
New  Walker    - 
Northumberland's     <- 
Norton     .... 
Peareth's,  unscreened 
Pearson's  ... 

Pott's  &  Co.     - 
Ramsey's  ... 

Rlddell's* 

Sefton's    -        .        •        . 
South  Derwent,  Barnard's 
South  Derwent,  Richardson's 
Stewart's  .... 
Stewart's  Steam 
Urpeth     .... 
Walker     .... 
Wharncliffe      - 
Willin^n        .        .        - 
Wreckmgton    ... 


BLYTH: 

1 

85 

61 

121 


BlythMain      -        .       -        . 
Cowpen  Hartley 
Davison's  West  Hartley    . 
Derweatwater's  Hartley  Steam 


T4 


1,685 

7,054 

610 

18,577 

26,586 


766,102 


6,271 

232 

6,057 

030 

867 

21,331 

7,043 

150 

355 

4,678 

1,732 

330 

151 

201 

1,733 

5,812 

14,786 

16,024 

4,006 

12,610 

7,420 

3,342 

28,370 

13,866 

127 

45,060 

1,101 

11,615 

lOU 

3,481 

10 

15,284 

743 

46,778 

2,000 

761 

2,887 

13,036 

826 

8,420 

528 

24,831 

426 

28,054 

11,406 

28,100 

8,101 

3,106 


407,210 
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APPENDIX  Tto  REPORT  FROM  THE 


No.  1.— Amount  of  Supply,  &c.— Seaborne,  1846 — continued. 


SHIPS. 


QUAUTT. 


B  LYTH— COn/t  ItMCcf . 


16 
47 

70 


401 


Hartley 

Howard's  West  Hartley  Nether- 
ton. 
Sidney's  Hartley       -        .        - 


SUNDERLAND: 


296 
1 

1 
2 

-^ 
2 

a 

1 
1 

2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
8 


817 


Eden  Main       •        -        . 
Harraton  Steamboat 
Hedley's  Beamish  So.  Moor 
Hetton  Co/s  Nut      - 
Lambton  Nat   -        -        - 
Lambtou  Primrose    - 
Londonderry's  Hartley 
Londonderry's  Nut    - 
Lumley  Steamboat    - 
Morrison's  Hartley,  screened 
Pemberton  &  Co/s  Primrose 
Russell's  Lyon's  Hartley  - 
Sacristan  .        .        - 

Stewart's  Hartley  Steam   - 
South  Moor  Hartley,  screeued 
Usworth,  nnscreencKi 


SUNDERLAND  WALLSEND : 


105 

451 

2 

I 

64 

8 

229 

1 

444 

1 

0 

4 

56 

524 

1 

27 

7 

4 

24 

69 

14 

814 

8 

1 

2 

1 

297 

2 

1 

20 

99 


Belmont  -        -        - 
Braddyll's  Hetton     - 
Durham's  Steamboat 
Elvet 


Finchale  -        -        -        - 
Gibson's  -        -        -        - 
Haswell   -        -        -        - 
Hedley's  ...        - 
Hetton     .... 
Hetton  &  Co.'s  Lyon's 
Houghall         -        -        - 
Hylton     -        -        .        • 
Keepier    -        -        -        - 
Lambton  -        -        '^        - 
Lambton  Steamboat 
Lumley    -        -        -        - 
Morrison  &  Co.'s 
North  Durham 
North  Hetton  Co.'s  Lyon's 
Pemberton  &  Co.'s    - 
Richround         -        -        . 
Russell's  Hetton 
Sacristan  -        -        • 

Scarborough's  •        -        - 
Shotton    .        -        •        ^ 
Stewart's  Sunderland 
Stewart's  Seahara      - 
Thompson's 

Wear  Hartley  -  -  - 
Wearmouth  -  -  r 
Whitwell- 


2,785 


STOCKTON  AND  HARTLEPOOL: 

1  Castle  Eden  Nut 

8  Chilton  Hartley        r 

1  Coundon  Hartley  Steam    - 

16  Hartlepool  West  Hartley  Steam 


TONS. 


4,176 
11,158 

17,690 


90,792 


78,214 
248 
37 
79 
84 
490 
582 
210 
160 
910 
288 
210 
861 
825 
645 
885 


88,687 


82,226 

129,780 

450 

150 

14,849 

1,781 

72,409 

265 

181,651 

190 

1,974 

910 

18,305 

157,404 

162 

8,076 

2,418 

1,089 

5,182 

19,820 

8,028 

87,587 

640 

170 

560 

340 

88,899 

520 

288 

5,512 

80,995 


807,875 


284 

895 

154 

3,7X)8 


Stockton  and  Hartlbpool — continued. 


2 


2 
2 
8 

1 
5 

21 
9 
4 
2 

21 

149 
48 
10 
1 
24 
72 
52 

57 

28 

2 

1 

4 

87 

5 

6 
90 

8 
88 

119 

100 

88 

6 

7 

4 

54 

118 
68 
19 
12 

2 

7 

80 

11 

18 
14 
18 

8 

95 

88 

111 

18 

3 

176 

12 

5 

7 

152 

81 

1 
2 

1 
64 
12 
19 


Leasingthome  Hartley 
LeBsingthome  Nut    - 
Low  Keachburn 
Shotton  Main 
South  Tanfield  Moor 
Tees  Hartley 
Tees,  W.  R  Nut 
Thrblington  Main     - 
Trindon  Hartley  Steam     - 
Trindon  High  Main 
Trindon  Nut 

West  Comforth  Harteley  - 
Whitworth  Steam 

W.  E.  Adelaide  Tees 
Barrett's 
Bitchbum 
Blackfield  Tees 
Brancepeth 
Brown's  Deanery    - 
Byer's  Green 

Caradoc 

Cassop  Hartlepool  « 

Castle  Eden    - 

Chilton 

Clarence  Tees  - 

Coundon  Tees 

Cragwood  Hartley  - 

Dennison's 
East  Hetton    • 
Eden  Hartlepool     - 
Gordon  -        -        . 

Hartlepool      •  a  " 

Harvey  -        -  •  - 

HeughHall    - 

High  Thomley 

Howden 

Hudson's  Hartlepool 

Hunwiok 

Kelloe    - 
Leasingthome 
Ludworth 
Ludworth  Steamboat 

Maclean's  Tees 
Merrington  • 
Pease's  West  • 
Plummer's 

Richardson's  Tees    • 
St.  Cuthbert's  - 
St  Helen's  Tees 
Sepping's 
Seymour's  Tees 
Shotton    •      -        - 
South  Durham 
South  Kelloe  - 
Stobart's  Tees  « 

Tees 

Tees  Hetton    - 

Tennant's 

The  Duke's    - 

Thomley 

Trindon 

Trindon  Harvey 

Victoria  Hartlepool 
Victoria  Tees  - 

West  Auckland 
West  Comforth 
West  Hartlepool     - 
West  Hetton  - 


416 

53 

694 

485 

560 

820 

220 

787 

4,224 

1,702 

952 

203 

3,988 

38,616 
12,528 

1,685 
280 

6,856 
17,808 
12,810 

15,999 

7,229 

410 

160 

1,875 

8,783 

823 

1,154 

83,846 

1,060 

8,248 

85,517 

88,804 

25,885 

1,844 

2,149 

1,802 

11,912 

42,598 

15,558 

3,510 

2,661 

715 
1,818 
5,868 
2,059 

8,916 

2,121 

2,758 

600 

25,282 

28,841 

82,845 

4,855 

795 

40,027 

8,476 

751 

1,851 

89,795 

6,506 

106 

150 
266 

275 

18,711 

4,889 

4,927 
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Na»  1. — Amount  of  Supply,  &c.^Seabonie,  1846 — continued. 


SHIPS. 


quautt* 


Stockton  and  Habtlbpool — continued. 


SI 
46 
14 

1 
1 

7 


2,847 


W.  E.  West  Tees 

Whitworth      . 
Whitworth  Park 
Willington 
Witton  Park  - 
Woodifield     - 


YORKSHIRE: 


4 

4 
2 
18 
11 
9 
1 
3 

3 

1 

10 
7 


1 

2 
16 

90 
57 
2 
1 
5 
3 
I 
2 


261 


AlIertonMain  -  -  - 

Elsecar     -        -  -  - 

Flockton  -        -  -  . 

Oawber  Hall    -  -  - 

Haigh  Moor     -  -  - 

Inland     -        .  -  - 

Manston  and  Brouen  Moor 

Newton    -        .  -  - 

Robin  Hood     -        .        - 
Rothwell  Haigh 

Silkstone  -        .        - 

Snapethorpe  New  Flockton 

Victoria    -        -        -         - 

Whitworth  Hartley  - 
Worsbro'  Park 
Wrenthorpe      ... 

W.  R  Adelaide  Tees 

Cliffs      -        •        - 
St.  Helen's  Tees      • 
Stanley - 
South  Durham  Tees 


Whentworth 
Whitwood 


1 
1 

19 


SCOTCH: 

Alloa       -        .       1        .        . 

Pordel  Splint   -        -        .        . 

Greenwich  Hospital  West  Hart- 
ley. 
Lochgelly  Cannel      -        -        - 

1  Parrot 

2  Scotch      -        -        -        -        . 
11        W,E.  Wellwood      - 


36 


WELCH: 


3 

2 

2d 

1 


Anthracite 
Blaendare 
Blaengwaw: 
Brindewy 


tons. 


18,487 

10,495 

8,430 

162 

245 

1,737 


620,011 


295 

715 

152 

2,207 

313 

219 

177 

254 

366 
20 

808 
476 

643 

98 

210 

1,052 

10,966 
5,001 
151 
155 
644 
336 
86 
313 


25,657 


385 
135 

939 

210 

210 

40 

2,096 


4,015 


615 

180 

6,230 

330 


SHIPS. 


QVALITT. 


Welch — continue^* 

6         Cameron  Colebrook  Steam 

Q         Cwm  Avon       -        -        . 

Cwm  Frood      -        -        - 


5 
24 

47 

119 

7 
1 

1 
24 

10 

3 

57 

8 

3 
2 


364 


Emily  Pit  Vein  ... 
Fiery  Vein  -  .  -  - 
Forest  Graigola         ... 

Graigola  -        -        -        .        - 

Landshipping  .  .  •  • 
Lewis's  Merthyr  .  -  - 
Llangennech     •        -        •        . 

Merthyr   -        .        •        .        . 

Neath  Abl>ey  -  *  .  . 
Newport  -        -        -        -        . 

Porthmawr  .  -  •  - 
Powell's  Duffryn  Steam     - 

Resolyen  Steam        ... 

St.  Greorge's     .        .        .        - 

Stone        

Swansea  and  Neath  Union  Steam 

Ton  Mawr  .  •  •  . 
Union  Graigola  Steam 


FROM  SUNDRY  PLACES: 


3 


Cannel 


SMALL  COAL: 


1 

1 

3 
1 

3 

4 

2 
10 

1 

11 
1 

15 


61 


Blaengwawr     - 
Buddie's  West  Hartley, 

Caradoc  Hartlepool  Duff 
Castle  Eden  Duff     - 
Coal  Dust 

Graigola  - 
Gosforth  W.  E. 

Harvey  W.  E. 
Heaton  W.  E.  Duff  - 
Hetton  Small  and  Duff 

Lambton  W.  E. 
Leasingthome  - 

Resolven  -        -        - 
Riddell's  W.  E. 

Stewart's  W.  E. 

Whitburn  Main 
Whitefield  Breeze      - 


CULM  AND  CINDERS: 
9 


167 


Culm 
Cinders 


tons. 


1,510 

362 

25 

218 

740 

2,300 

1,282 

1,652 

6,816 

14,191 

35,599 

1,705 
45 

200 
5,835 

2,761 

803 

13,571 

705 

790 
546 


99,011 


211 


56 
371 

111 
821 
322 

808 
754 

375 

3,571 

299 

3,125 
266 

3,189 
652 

950 

400 
127 


16,197 


2,664 
30,724 


049. 


u 


RECAPITULATION, 

Digitized  by' 


.Google 


H4 


APPENDIX  TO  REPORT  FROM  THE 


Nok  1. — Amouiit  of  Supply,  &c. — Seaborne,  184d — contimmL 


RECAPITULATION. 


0HIP8. 


2,302 

1,4B5 

401 

317 

2,876 

2,847 

261 

36 

364 

3 

61 

9 

167 


10,488 


QUALITf. 


Newcastle  Main        ------. 

Newcastle  Wallsend  -.•--- 

Bljth 

Sanderland  Main      -        -        -        -        -      .  - 

Sunderland  Wallsend         -----. 

Stockton  and  Hartlepool  ------ 

Yorkshire         -.-.---. 
Scotch     --------- 

Welch 

From  Sundry  Places         ----.. 

Small  Cofid 

Culm       - 

Cinders    -        -        -        -        -        -        -        -- 

Total,  1846 


TONS. 


766,192 

407,219 

90,792 

83,687 

807,376 

620,011 

26,667 

4,016 

99,011 

211 

16,197 

2,664 

30,724 


2,963,766 


SEABORNE,    1847. 


0BIPS. 


NEWCASTLE: 


47 

22 

73 

2 

7 

60 

22 

40 

21 

1 

6 

4 

a4 

169 

44 

106 

7 

17 

K)l 

S 

4 

7 

97 

5 

1 

2 

129 

8 

4 

1 

6 

9 

5 

18 

3 

148 

7 

22 

28 

6 


Adair's  Main    -        •  -  - 
Bate's  West  Hartley- 
Buddie's  West  Hartley  - 
Bnrnhope  Hartley      -  .  - 
Bute's  Tanfield  Moor 
Carr's  Hartley  -        -  •  - 
Charlotte  Mam          •  *  . 
Chester  Main    -        -  ^  - 
Clavering's  Tanfield  *►  -  - 
ClenneH's  Main          •  ,  . 
Corporation  Main      -  .  - 
Cowpen  Hartley        -  -  - 
Coxlodfifc  -        -        •  -  - 
Dean's  Primrose        .  -  - 
Dipton  Tanfield         -  -  - 
Eden  Main         .        -  -  - 
Ellison  Low  Maia     -  •  - 
Elm  Park          .         -  -  - 
Felling  Main     -        -  -  - 
Fenham  Hartley 
Forest  Main      -        -  -  - 
Grace's  Hartley         -  -  - 
Hasting's  Hartley      -  -  - 
Hebburn  Bensham  Nut 
Hedley's   Beamish    and  W.  E. 

mixed. 
Hedley's  Hartley 

Holywell  Main          -  -  - 

Howard  Main  -        -  -  - 
Hutt's  Tanfield  Moor 
Medomsley,  unscreened 
Morrison's  Hartley  Steam  - 
Nelson's  West  Hartley 
Newcastle  Hartley  Steam  - 

New  Pelton  Main      -  -  - 

New  Primrose  -        -  -  - 

New  Tanfield    -        -  -  - 

North  Pelaw     -        -  .  - 
North  Percy  Hartley 

North  Pontop  -        -  -  - 

North  Wylam   •        -  .  - 


18,660 
6,829 

26,792 

636 

2,356 

21,833 
6,613 

15,914 
6,410 
333 
1,060 
1,423 
4,399 

41,617 

17,317 

36,926 
1,826 
4,355 

27,604 

828 

830 

1,813 

34,204 

1,712 

222 

614 
44,467 

605 
1,399 

450 
1,766 
3,062 
1,853 
6,429 

606 
62,700 
2,641 
6,779 
9,998 
2,113 


SHIPS. 

QUALITY. 

TONS. 

Newcastle — continued. 

8 

Oakwellgate  Main     ... 

465 

2 

Old  Pontop      .... 
Ordd's  Redhengh      -        .        - 
Original  Tanfield       ... 

884 

96 

31,667 

99 

34,828 

3 

Original  Windsor's  Pontop 

963 

146 

Peareth,  nnscieened 

61,940 

69 

Pelaw  Main     -        -        -        . 

21,371 

184 

Pelton  Main     .... 

70,868 

1 

Pensher  Main  .... 

285 

11 

Pontop     -        •        .        .        . 

3,158 

8 

Pontop  Windsor's     ... 

2^62 

1 

Pott's  &  Co.'s  Primrose    - 

137 

26 

Raveiisworth's  Pelaw 

8,298 

60 

Ravensworth's  West  Hartley      - 

12,576 

4 

Shaftoe's  Hartley       - 

1,667 

21 

Shipcote,  unscreened 

5,280 

1 

South  Derwent  Hartley      - 

lie 

1 

South  Moor,  unscreened    - 

291 

44 

South  Peareth  .... 

15,062 

92 

South  Pelaw     -        -        -         - 

34,693 

8 

South  Pontop    .... 

2,773 

1 

South  Wylam    -        -        -         . 
Stanley  Tanfield        -        .        - 

315 

1 

169 

17 

Stewart's  Hartley  Steam    - 

6,212 

47 

Tanfield  Moor  .... 

16,767 

35 

Towneley           -        .        -         . 
Twizell  Main     -        -        -         . 

12,489 

67 

19,369 

10 

Usworth  Main,  unscreened 

3,497 

1 

Walbottle  Hartley     - 

349 

8 

Walker  Primrose      -        .         . 

429 

162 

West  Hartley  Main  -        -         . 

68,005 

43 

West  Peareth    .... 

14,041 

2 

West  Pelaw      -        -        .         . 

944 

26 

West  Wylam    -        - 

8,924 

6 

Wliitbum  Main         -        .         - 

1,608 

12 

Whitefield         -        -        .         - 

4,478 

63 

Wood's  Garesfield     - 

.      16,410 

70 

Wylam  Moor   -        -        - 

28,082 

2.731 

908,333 

Digitized  by 


Google 
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No.  I.— ^AaMUNT  of  Sapply,  te-^-Seabotne,  l^4ff ^-^eomtmmd. 


Qu^unr. 


NEWCASTLE  WALLSEND: 


77 
24 
89 

8 

2 

122 

39 

9 
21 
17 

1 
15 

9 
103 
30 
67 
35 
17 
25 

3 
72 
89 

5 
194 

1 
51 

1 
54 

1 

2 

6 

9 

3 
45 

1 
52 

2 
91 

5 
39 
10 

3 
160 

9 


1^08 


Acorn  Close 

Barnard's 

BelFs  and  Brown's   • 

Bells,  Robson  &  Co.'0 

Bensham 

Bewicke  &  Co/s 

Brown's   ... 

Bumhope 

Clark  &Co,'s   - 

Clennell's 

Derwent  -        -        - 

Framwellgate    - 

Gibson's  -        .        . 

Gosforth  -        .        . 

Harton     -        •        • 

Heaton     -        •        - 

Hebbum  -        -        . 

Hedlcy     - 

Hedworth 

Heworth  -        -        . 

Hilda       . 

Hotspur's 

Keepier    -        -        - 

Killmgwordi     • 

Medomsley 

Morrison  &  Co/« 

Newmarch's 

Northumberland's     • 

Norton     ... 

Norwood  -        .        - 

Pearson's 

Ramsejr's 

Richardson's     - 

RiddeU'B  - 

Sacristan  -        -        - 

Stewart's  -        .        - 

Sunderland 

Urpeth     -        .        - 

Waldridge 

Walker     - 

Washington       -        * 

Watson'*  ^       jm        m 

WhamcliflTe 

Willington        * 


BLYTH : 


1 
85 

1 

76 

19 

S08 

88 

46 


624 


BlythMain      -        -        * 
Cowpen  Hartlejr 
Cowpen  Main  -        -        - 
Davison's  West  Hartley    • 
Delaval  Hartley 
Derwentwater's  Hartley  Steam 
Howard's  West  Hardey  Nether- 
ton. 
Sidney's  Hartley 


SUNDERLAND: 


26 


Beamish  Sooth  Moor 
Bell  &  Co.'s  Nut 
Belmont  W.  E.  Nut 
Eden  Main 
Elm  Park 
Harraton  Main 
Harraton  Steam  Beat 
Haswell  Nut    - 
Helton  Nut 


049, 


VOflS. 


18,827 

6,777 

9,868 

1,520 

806 

86,595 

11,111 

2,081 

6,474 

6,618 

294 

2,841 

2,208 

80,874 

8,556 

15,379 

8,094 

6,375 

6,014 

436 

24,638 

13,903 

1,339 

88,488 

336 

19,988 

826 

18,680 

249 

407 

1,226 

2,668 

796 

18,168 

094 

18,018 


83,757 
1347 
7,900 
a«942 
1,040 

8M85 
2,287 


41<|674 

I 


79 
20,885 
201 
18^8 
4,830 
30,803 
18,785 

11,579 


105,470 


825 
120 
830 

70,907 

238 

1,084 

602 

J  96 

10 


SHIPS. 


QU^MMSW. 


I  Londonderry  Hartley 

8  LumleyMain    - 

1  Morrison's  Hartley    • 

2  NewTanfield    - 
13  South  Peareth  • 

1  Stewart's  Hartley  Steam 


801 


SUNDERLAND  WALLSEND: 


60 

210 

425 

I 

16 

1 

6 

17 

112 

4 

278 

657 

4 

64 

698 

88 

10 

17 

6 

17 

6 

1 

87 

212 

2 

1 
2 

887 
1 
1 
4 

116 


8,098 


Bell's       -        -  .        . 

Belmont   -        -  .        . 

Braddyll's  Hetton  - 

Bumhope  .  .        . 

Crawford  &  Co.'s 
Durham  Steam  Boat 

Finchale  -        -  -        . 

Framwellgate    •  .        • 

Gibson^s  -        -  -        . 

Orange  Lyon's  -  -        - 

Haswell    -        -  .        - 

Hetton      -        -  -        - 

Hetton  Co.'s  Lyon's  - 

Keepier    -        .  -        - 

Lambton  .        .  .        • 

Luniley    -        .  -        . 
Morrison  &  Co.'s 

Murton     -        -  -        . 
North  Durham 

North  Hetton  Co.'s  Lyon's 

Pemberton  &  Co.'s  - 

Pittington         .  -        - 

Richmond         .  .        . 
Russell's  Hetton 

Scarborough'!  -  -        • 

Sefton'a    .        .  -        - 

Sfaotton    .        .  .        . 
Stewart's  Sealiam 
Stewart's  Steam 
Stewart's  Suadfiriaod 

Thompson'f       -  .        . 
WhitweU 


STOCKTON  AND  HARTLEPOOL: 

3  Bitchbum         .        -        .        • 

18  Bowdon  Close  -        •        -        - 

61  Brancepeih        -        -        -        - 

2  Byer's  Green,  unscreened  - 

1  Chilton  West  Hartley 

6  Counden  Hartley  Steam    - 

1  Cragwood  Hartley    - 

1  Fox^s  Hartley  .        -        .        - 

1  Hartlepool  West  Hartley  Steam 

8  Leasingthoriie  Hartley 

1  Quarriogton      -        -        -        - 

'4  Sepping's,  unscreened 

1         Shotton 

1  TeesTanfield    -        -        -        - 

2  Thrislington  Main     -        -        - 
1  Thrislington  West  Hartley 

3  Trimdon  Harvey,  unscreened 

4  Whitworth  Steam      -        -        - 
161  W.  E.  Adelaide's  Tees 

1  Auckland  Park 
26  Barren's 

8  Barrington's    .        -        - 

2  Brancepeth's  -        -        - 
77  Brown  s  Deanery    • 


TONS. 


285 
1^007 

446 

693 
8,812 

316 


80,370 


18,081 

63,504 

126,794 

278 

4,966 

11 

1,884 

8,604 

28,569 

1,190 

89,148 

161,561 

766 

14,660 

178,888 

10,769 

2,957 

8,664 

1,862 

4,134 

1,471 

180 

10,486 

68,651 

850 

424 

478 

84V642 

414 

866 

1,248 

88,351 


888,460 


U  2 


1,286 

8,698 

16,740 

496 

96 

1,166 

140 

196 

206 

681 

206 

910 

190 

188 

818 

190 

990 

1,164 

37,760 

320 

6,924 

1,786 

757 

17,7^ 


Digitized  by 


Google 
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SHIPS. 


aUAIJTT* 


Stockport  and  'HAmLEPOoh-^cmUinued. 


68 
65 

1 
^5 

1 

2 
^6 

1 

82 

120 

2 

S6 

86 

18 

60 
72 
91 
1 
9 
81 
20 

108 

54 

6 

14 

2 

7 
30 

5 
57 
16 

15 

53 

7 

101 

85 

130 

60 

2 

2 

261 

12 

27 

54 

163 

1 

1 


74 

1 

41 

51 

100 

1 

7 


2,807 


W.  E.  Byei^s  Green 

Caradoc  .        .        - 

Cassop   -        .        -       . 
Cassop  Hartlepool  - 
Clavering's  Tees 
Cornforih       -        .        - 
Coundon  Tees 
Cragwood  Hartley 

Denison's  -  -  - 

EastHetton  -  -  . 

Fox's      .  -  -  . 

Gordon's  -  -  . 

Hartlepool      -        -        - 
Hartlepool  West  Hartley 

Steam  Boat. 
Harvey  -        -        -        - 
HeughHall    - 
High  Thomley 
Hopkins  .        -        - 

Howden  .        -        - 

Hudson's  Hartlepool 
Hunwick         -        -        - 

Kelloe    - 
Leasingthorne 
Ludworth        -         -        . 
Ludworth  Steam  Boat     - 
Lyon's    -        -        •        - 

Maclean's  Tees 
Merrington     -        .        - 
North  Tees     -        .        - 
Pease's  West 
Richardson's  Tees  - 

St.  Cuthbert   -        -        - 
St  Helen's  Tecs      - 
Sepping's        -        *        . 
Seymour's  Tees 
Shotton  .        -        - 

South  Durham 
South  Kelloe  • 
South  Willington    - 
Stobart's  Tees 

Tees       ...  - 

Tees  Hetton  -  -  . 

Tennant's  .  •  - 

The  Duke's  - 

Thornley  .  -  - 

Thrislington  -  -  - 

Trimdon  *  -  - 

Victoria  Tees 

West  Cornforth 
West  Hartlepool 
West  Hetton  ... 
West  Tees      • 
Wbitworth      -        .        . 
Willington      .        .        . 
Woodilield     - 


"YORKSHIRE: 


2 

1 
1 
6 
3 
29 
21 


AUerton  Main  - 
Barnsley  - 
Brouen  Moor    - 
Ebecar     - 
Flockton  - 
Gawber  Hall     - 
Haijrh  Moor 


TOVS. 


16,043 

16,365 

380 

9,957 

73 

235 

8,910 

120 

6,133 

45,518 

373 

8,570 

24,710 
6,207 

13,489 

22,092 

25,367 

140 

1,897 
25,117 

4,472 

38,720 
16,397 

897 
3,171 

530 

1,315 

5,167 

633 

11,463 

13,741 

2,749 

10,643 

1,844 

25,686 

23,140 

38,280 

13,282 

532 

828 

60,035 

2,257 

4,719 

11,356 

42,007 

92 

420 

548 

18,381 

424 

9,721 

10,763 

22,707 

401 

1,328 


722,789 


186 

50 

12 

200 

228 

3,288 

1,063 


SHIPS. 


QUAUIT* 


YoBKSHiBE — cofUinued. 


12 

27 

2 

2 

4 

1 

15 

62 
6 
6 

12 
9 

58 


282 


Inland      -        -        -  • 

Kippax     -        -        •  - 

Lonsdale  -        -        .  - 

Newton  Main    -        -  %, 

Robin  Hood      -        .  - 

Rothwell  Haigh         -  •• 

Silkstone           -        -  . 
Snapethorpe  New  Flockton 

Victoria    -        -        -  . 

Whitwood         -        -  - 

Wrenthorpe      -        -  • 

W.  E.  Adelaide's  Tecs  - 

curs  . 

Stanley  -        -  - 
Tees       ... 


SCOTCH: 

1 
1 
1 
2 
1 
3 

5 

1 
3 
1 

1 
1 


21 


Alloa        .       .        -  . 

Clackmannan    •        -  . 

Dysart     -        -        .  - 

Fordel  Main  Steam  - 

Grangemouth   -        .  - 

Lochgelly          -        .  - 

Parrot      -        .        .  - 

Scotch      -        -        -  * 

Splint       .        .        .  . 

Wellwood         .        .  . 
W.E.  Elgin     . 

Greenwich  Hospital 


WELCH: 

8 

7 
39 
1 
1 
3 
1 
4 

3 

5 

I 

5 
20 

1 
31 

123 

3 

1 

2 
18 

5 

2 
73 

2 


358 


Aberaman  Steam 
Aberaman  Merthyr  Steam 
Blaengwawr  Steam  - 
Cameron  Colebrook  Steam 
Coles  Hill 

Cwm  Avon  -  -  - 
Dinas  House  .  .  - 
Duffiyn    «        •        •        - 

Forest  Graigola 
Oraigola  -        -        .        - 
Gwendraeth  Anthracite     - 
Landshipping    -        -        . 
Lewis's  Merthyr 
Llanelly  Steam 
Llangennech     .        .        . 

Merthyr    -        -        -  - 

Neath  Abbey    -        -  - 

Newport  -  •  -  - 
Patent  Fuel  (Bell's) 

Powell's  Duffryn  Steam  - 
Resolven  Steam 

St.  George's      -        -  - 

Stone        .        -        -  - 

Welch      .        .        -  . 


FROM  SUNDRY  PLACES: 

1         Cannel     •        •       «i 


T0R8» 


288 

1,943 

230 

90 
342 

30 

1,765 
4,838 
352 
420 
888 
974 
5,230 
200 


22,655 


26 
347 
135 
646 
130 
228 

852 
2 
355 
191 
354 
70 


1,714 

1,367 

8,664 

110 

93 

63 

130 

711 

815 
1,414 

100 

1,065 

4,982 

50 

8,628 

30,937 

887 

78 

170 

4,283 

1,290 

546 

17,142 

143 


84,782 


25 


Digitized  by 


Google 
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No.  1. — 'Amount  of  Supply^  &c. — Seaborne,  1847 — continmed. 


emvs. 


QUAUTT. 


SMALL  COAL: 


1 
1 
3 
1 
2 
1 
7 
1 
2 

16 

2 

21 


Acorn  Close  W.  E.  - 
Bewicke  &  Co.'s  Dnff 
Canne] 

Carr's  Hartley  - 
Charlotte  Mam 
Forest  Graigola 
Graigola  - 
Harvey  W.E.  - 
Hastings  Hartley 
Heaton  W.  E.  Duff 
Hetton  and  Dnff,  mixed  - 
Hudson's  Hartlepool  W.  E, 
Lambton  W.  £.         - 


TORS. 


386 
214 
256 
227 
660 
240 

1,126 
240 
204 

1,088 

4,240 
607 

6,620 


suirs. 


QUAUTT* 


Small  CoAL^con^mu^. 


9 

1 

27 

6 


108 


Resolven 
South  Pearetfa  - 
Stewart's  W.  E. 
Tnmdon  Duff  - 
West  Comforth 


CULM  AND  CINDERS: 


d 

174 


Culm 
Cinders 


'57 


TONS. 


1,807 

222 

4,807 

2,108 

620 


25,241 


664 
24,681 


RECAPITULATION. 


SHIPS. 


2,731 

1,608 

624 

301 

3,003 

2,807 

282 

21 

368 

1 

108 

3 

174 


11,011 


QUAUTT. 


Newcastle  Main        ....... 

Newcastle  Wallsend  ---.-.. 

Blyth 

Sunderland  Main      •....•• 

Sunderland  Wallsend         ...... 

Stockton  and  Hartlepool   .        .        .        .        ~        . 

Yorkshire  --..-... 

Scotch  .---..-..- 

Welch 

From  Sundry  Places         ...... 

Small  Coal «• 

Culm 

Cinders    ..----.-- 

T0TAX9  1847 


TORS. 


908,333 

413,674 

106,470 

80,370 

888,460 

722,789 

22,666 

3,336 

84,782 

26 

26,241 

664 

24,631 


3,280,420 


SEABORNE,  1848. 


•6HIPS. 


QUAUTT. 


NEWCASTLE: 


9 
68 

1 
«2 
27 
64 
20 
43 
27 
171 

1 
11 
23 
06 
38 
134 

9 

1 
104 

8 
121 

3 

0.49. 


Adair'ff  Main    - 
Bate*s  West  Hartley 
Bean         .        -        - 
Buddie's  West  Hartley 
Bute's  Tanfield  Moor 
Carr's  Hartley  - 
Charlotte  Main 
Chester  Main    - 
Coxlodge  ... 
Dean's  Primrose 
Derwent  Hartley 
Dipton  Tanfield 
East  Adair's  Main     - 
Eden  Main 
Elm  Park 
Felling  Main    - 
Fenham  Hartley 
Garesfield 
Hastings  Hartley 
Hedleys  Hartley 
Holywell  Main 
Howard  Main   - 


TOHS. 


3,271 
18,716 
217 
24,234 
10,179 
19,786 

4,063 
13,097 

4,672 

43,874 

360 

4,209 

7,721 
33,603 

8,916 
38,666 

2,869 
180 
37,881  , 

2,344 

47,765 

063 


SHIPS. 


QUALItr. 


TONS* 


NswcASTLB — continued. 


u  3 


1 

4 
1 

4 

2 

8 

83 

108 

64 

22 

109 

37 

3 

128 

69 

189 

16 

17 

2 

44 

11 

6 


Jarrow  Low  Main     - 
Londonderry  Hartley 
MarleyHill      -        - 
Nelson's  West  Hartley      - 
Nettlesworth,  unscreened  - 
Newcastle  Hartley  Steam  - 
New  Pelton  Main     - 
New  Tanfield    - 
North  Percy  Hartley 
North  Pontop  .        -        - 
Orde'a  Redheu^h 
Original  Tanfield 
Original  Windsor's  Pontop 
Peareth,  unscreened  - 
Pelaw  Main     ... 
Pelton  Main     ... 
Pontop     -        -        -        - 
Pontop  Windsor's     - 
Ramsay's  Oannel 
Ravensworth's  Pelaw 
Ravensworth's  West  Hartley 
Richardson's  Hartley 


169 

1,661 

328 

1,598 

690 

1,764 

20,808 

40,613 

16,733 

8,533 

38,600 

12,853 

860 

46^00 

18,866 

73,750 

4,650 

6,865 

630 

15,769 

3,691 

1,547 
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APPENDIX  TO  REPORT  FROM  THE 


Nc.l.^AjfairfVT  of  SoppIy>  kc* — Seaborne,  lS4»'^conH'mmi. 


SHIPS. 


QUAUTT. 


Newcastle — continued. 


12 

1 

8 

89 

62 

10 

3 

16 

4 
52 

45 
S 

2 

63 

119 

20 

26 

8 

8 

142 

64 


2,666 


Smith's  Potttop 
South  Derwent  Hartley 
South  Killinpjworth  r 
South  Peareth  - 
South  Pelaw  - 
South  Pontop  - 
South  Tanfield  - 
Stewart's  Hartley 

Tanfield  Lea    - 

Tanfield  Moor  - 

Team 

Towneley-        -        -     , 

Vernon's  Steam 

Walbottle  Hartley     - 
Walker  Primrose      - 
West  Hartley  Main  - 
West  Peareth   - 
West  Wylam    - 
Whitefield 

Willington  Hartley  - 
Wood's  Qaresfield  - 
Wylam  Moor   - 


NEWCASTLE  WALLSEND: 


69 

2 
26 

8 

6 

110 

62 

12 

6 
44 

6 

8 

32 

121 

60 

47 

9 
47 

9 

68 

61 

80 

218 

1 
64 

1 

1 
62 
81 
27 
14 

6 
66 
48 

9 
107 

6 

62 

68 

158 

4 


1^708 


A  com  Close     - 
Barnard's      •    - 
Bell  k  Brown*s 
Beli  s,  Bobson  k  Co. 
Bensham  - 
Bevricke  &  Co. 
Brown's  - 
Clark  &Co.'8   • 
Clennell's 
Derweat  - 
Eden 

Pramwellgate    - 
Gibson's  .        -        • 


Gosforth  - 
Harton     - 
Heaton     - 
Hebbum  - 
Hedley's  - 
Hedworth 
Hilda       . 
Hotspur's 
Jonassobn's  .     - 
Riilingworth    - 
Mickley   - 
Morrison  &  Co.'s 
Mulffrave 
NettTesworA    - 
Northumberland'f 
Norwood  - 
Percy  Bensbam 
Ramsay's  - 
Richardson's    - 
Riddell's  . 
Stewart's  - 
Stewart's  Steam 
l^rpeth     - 
Waldridge 
Walker     - 
Washington 
Whamcliffe      - 
Willington 


TOVS. 


4,898 

266 

947 

86,843 

23,136 

3,708 

1,219 

4,890 

1,676 

18,839 

84 

16,996 

686 

614 

8,776 

41,865 

7,419 

10,022 

3,176 

364 

48,144 

26,187 


911,784 


16,246 

859 

6,616 

670 

1,087 

27,066 

16,932. 

8,607 

1,709 

10,844 

1,888 

1,646 

7,186 

37,580 

19^60 

12,787 

1,443 

14^98 

2,873 

29,101 

18,076 

7,762 

42,044 

881 

17,514 

164 

310 

18,145 

6,424 

6,785 

8,818 

1,663 

19,681 

14^55 

8,466 

41,818 

U767 

11,608 

18,210 

38,689 

847 


468^47 


SHIPS. 


QA4UTT. 


BLYTH: 

1 

78 
70 
202 
41 
77 
49 


518 


Blyth  Main  .... 
Cowpen  Hartley  .  -  - 
Davison's  West  Hartley  - 
Derwentwater^s  Hartley  Steam  - 
Hartley  -  -  -  -  - 
H  oward's West  Hartley  Netherton 
Sidney's  Hartley       ... 


SUNDERLAND: 


327 
3 
6 

1 
140 
2 
1 
1 
2 
2 
1 
1 
2 
^ 
1 


498 


Beamish  South  Mogr 
Belmont  W.  E.  Nut  - 
Eden  Main 
Harraton  Main 
Hetton  Nut      - 
Jonassobn's  Hartley 
Lambton  Primrose  Main  - 
Londondenr  Hartley 
Moorsley  Main 
Morrison's  Hartley  Steam 
New  Tanfield    - 
Nicholson's  Main 
North  Ditfbam 
South  Moor  Hartley  - 
South  Peueth  - 
Steam  Boat  W.  E.  Nut     - 
Stewart's  Hartley      - 


SUNDERLAND  WALLSEND: 

120  Bell's       -        .        •        - 

199  Belmont  ... 

276  Bradvll's  Hetton       - 

2  Burn  nope         ... 

1  Durham  Steam  Boat 

96  Pramwellgate   -        .        - 

67  Gibson's  -        .         .        ? 

18  Grange  Lyon's  -        •        . 

286  Haswell   -        -        .         . 

1  Hedley's-        .        -        - 
681  Hetton  '  -        - 

21  Hetton  Co.^s  Lyon's  - 

8  Jonassobn's 

48  Keepier    -        -        -        • 

466  Lambton  -        -        -        - 

17  Lumley    -        -        -        - 

12  Morrison  k  Co.'s 

16  Murton    -        -        -        - 

2  North  Durham 

I  North  Hetton  Co.'s  Lyon's 

1  Reade's    .... 

1  Richardson's    -         -        - 

12  Richmond 

264  Russell's  Hetton 


261 
8 

1 

2 

100 


2,897 


Scarborough's  - 
Stewart's  Seaham 
Stewart's  Steam 

Washington 
Wearmouth 
Whitwell  - 


Ton. 


201 
19,959 
17,756 
82,289 
11,984 
19,952 
18,155 

116,246 


380 
66 

93,405 
825 
559 
150 

87,705 
477 
245 
447 
844 
389 
121 
455 
562 
195. 
170 

136,995 


28,810 

69,903: 

80,748 

609 

318 
19,727 

14,289 
3,441 

93,771 

171,618. 
4,421 

2,274 

11,371 

148,113 

4,747 

8,267 

8,018 

219 

175 

176^ 

159 

8,362 

68,064 

245 

73,592 

1,447 

177 

650 

30,326 

824,066 
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No.  !•-> Amount  of  Sapplj,  &c.-- Seaborne,  \S4%-^continued, 


BBIPl- 


QUAUTT. 


I 

STOCKTON  AND  HARTLEPOOL: 

Barrett's  Nut   -        -  .        . 

8  Bitcbbam         •        •  •        . 

11  Bowden  Close  -        -  -        • 

48  Brancepeth       -        -  .- 

8  Chilton  West  Hartley 

8  Conndon  Hartley  Steam  - 

-  Craffwood  Hartley    .  .        - 

1  Hartlepool  West  Hartley  - 

9  Leasingthome  Hartley 

8  Ludwortli  Gas  -        •  .        - 

1  Sepping's  unscreened 

1  Tees  E&rtley  Steam  ... 

8  TeesTanfield    -        .  -        . 

2  West  Comforth  Splint 

2  Whitworth,  unscreened  - 

141  W.  E.  Adelaide's  Tees  - 
7                   Barrett's         -  - 

1  Beckwith's     -  ^        - 
80                  Benson's         •  .        . 

9  Bitchbum       -  •        • 

2  Brancepeth    .  .        • 
11                  Braddyirs  Hetton  - 

48  Brown  s  Deanery  - 

44  Byer's  Green 

148  Caradoc         -  -        . 

6  Castle  Eden    -  •        . 
50                  Cassop  Hartlepool  - 

5  Clavering's  Tees 

39  Coundon  Tees 

1  Cozhoe  -        -  .        - 

58  Denison's        .  .        - 
57                   East  Hetton   •  •        • 

2  Eden  Hartlepool  • 

1  Evelyn's         •  .        - 

5  Gordon  -        .  -        - 

104  Hartlepool      -  *.        . 

18  Hartlepool  West  Hartley, 

Steam-boftt- 

142  Harvey  -  - 

4  Haswell-        .  .        . 

197  Heugh  Hall  •  -        • 

14  High  Thomley 

1  Howden         ^  •        - 
182                   Hudson's  Hartlepool 

88  Hunwick        ... 

164  Kelloe   •        -  -        - 

159  LeasiagtbonM 

2  Ludworth  .  -  - 
2                   Ludworth  Steam-boat     - 

7  Lyon's  -  .  -  ^ 
2  Merrington  -  -  - 
4                   North  Hardepool  • 

1  North  Tees     .  -        . 

40  Pease's  West  -  -        - 
1                   Q  Harrington   -  .        - 

61  Richardson's  Tees  - 

18  St.Cuthbert's- 

40  St.  Helen  s  Tees  - 

108  Seymour         -  -        . 

182  Shotton  -  -        - 

104  South  Durham 

59  South  Hartlepool  - 

87  Sooth  Kelloe  - 

8  South  Willington  - 
8                   Stobart's  Tees 

289  Tees       .        -  .        - 

7  Tees  Hetton   -  -        - 

1  TeesTanfield. 

88  'Kinnant's        -  -        - 
J88                    Thomley         -  .        - 

44  Triradon  -  .        - 

1  Victoria  Tees  -  -        . 

121  Weat  Comforth 

049. 


TONS. 


80 

1,289 

8,420 

13,284 

468 

468 

6 

796 

1,604 

905 

176 

137 

868 

265 

881 

84,371 

1,698 

300 

6,874 

646 

740 

3,679 

10,664 

10,062 

40,885 

1,601 

16,271 

1,198 

6,820 

190 

11,831 

20,994 

498 

166 

1,125 

26,654 

6,079 

32,172 

1,280 

66,004 

4,780 

127 

38,372 

7,767 

61,911 

37,282 

465 

565 

1,128 

106 

1,237 

110 

8,452 

216 

13,663 

2,512 

8,614 

27,505 

35.674 

31,245 

10,441 

6,972 

955 

660 

69,156 

2,147 

230 

5,048 

31,464 

12,003 

180 

28,953 


SHIPS. 


QUAUTT. 


Stockton  and  Hartlepool — continued, 
W.  E.  West  Hetton  - 


58 
12 
68 
1 
28 


8,046 


YORKSHIRE 


1 

7 

1 

8 

2 

29 

28 

82 

8 

10 

4 
14 

18 
58 

8 

1 
18 

1 
16 

ft 
29 

8 
9 


272 


West  Tees 
Whitworth 
Willington 
Woodifield 


Albert      .        -        -        . 

AJIerton  Main  -  -  - 
Darley  Main    .        .        - 

Elsecar  -  -  -  - 
Flockton  -  -  -  - 
GawberHall    - 

Haigh  Moor     ... 

Inland      - 

Kippar     .        .        .        - 

Newmarket  ... 
Newton  Main  -  .  - 
Outwood  -  -  -  . 
Robin  Hood    .        -        • 

Silkstone  .... 
Snapethorpe  New  Flockton 
Victoria    -        .        -        - 


Warran  Honse  -        .        - 
Whitwood         -        .        ^ 
Worabro'  Parii 
Wrenthorpe      -        .        . 
W.E.Alberfi. 

ciia^i  . 

HoiiWs 

Rothw6U  Haigh     * 


WELCH: 
5 


1 

20 

2 

5 
1 
1 

3 

8 
7 
1 

6 
49 
27 

116 
2 
5 

4 

6 
29 

8 
61 

2 


Aberoman  Merthyr  • 

Anthracite         -  r        • 

Bedweis  -        -  -        - 

Blaengwawr  Steam  - 

Brydewy-        .  .        - 

Cameron's  Colebrook  Steam 
Cwm  Avon       .        .        - 
Dyffryn    .... 

EbbyVale 
Emily  Pit  Vein 
Graigola  -        -        .        - 
Gwendraeth      .        .        - 

Landshippin^  •        .        • 
Lewis's  Merlnyr 
Llangennech     -        -        - 

Merthyr  -        -        •  - 
Merthyr  Vale  Steam 

Neath  Abbey    -        -  - 

Nixon's  Merthyr  Steaoi  • 

Parson's  Graigola    - 
Powell's  Duffryn  Steam    - 
Mcsolven  Steam 
Stone        .        -        -        . 
Weigh  Fach     - 


389 


TONS. 


11,770 
2,118 

16,468 

150 

4,128 


797,896 


80 
677 
122 

itr 

169 
8,097 

1,088 

1,844 

MS 

778 

150 

227 

1,289 

1,808' 

8,928 

478 

74 

1,015 

118 

660 

287 

2,700 

78 

257 


20,564 


890 
156 
140 
5,842 
856 

1,112 

100 

iO 

625 
1,385 
1,998 

182 

1,280 

12,338 

7,602 

34,418 

618 

1,837 

1,581 

1»225 

5,932 

1,184 

18,571 

245 


98,946 


174 


{continu$d) 
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APPENDIX  TO  REPORT  FROM  THE 


No.  1. — ^AMauNT  of  Supply  )&;c. — Seaborne^  1848 — continued. 


SHIPS. 


QVAIJTT. 


SCOTCH : 

Alloa 


8 
1 
8 

,8 
3 
6 
7 
4 
1 
1 
1 

13 


60 


Dysart     -  -        - 

Fordel  Splint  • 

Grangemouth  - 
Halbeath  - 

Parrot      -  .        - 

Scotch      -  -        . 

Splint       -  .        - 

Tranent    -  -        - 
Townhill  and  Whitefield 

Wemyss  -  -        - 

W.  E.  Elgin  . 


FROM  SUNDRY  PLACES: 

2       Cannel     -        -        . 


TOWS. 


1,012 

120 

808 

546 

722 

1,006 

175 

526 

84 

90 

97 

3,785 


8,471 


108 


SHIPS. 


QUAUTT. 


SMALL  COAL: 


1 
2 

89 
5 

15 
2 
5 
1 
1 
1 
1 
4 


127 


Adelaide  -        -        . 
Brown's  W.  E. 
Hetton  and  Duff  mixed 
Lambton  W.  E. 
Rainton    -        .        - 
Resolven  -        .        - 
Small  and  Dost 
Smith's    -        .        - 
South  Durham 
Swansea  -        -        - 
Tees  W.  E.       - 
Wearmouth 


CULM  AND  CINDERS: 


6 

94 


Culm 
Cinders 


TOIfg. 


270 

534 

23,310 

326 

2,775 

261 

220 

92 

210 

115 

410 

815 


29,338 


1,623 
9,973 


RECAPITULATION. 


SHIPS. 


2,665 

1,708 

518 

493 

2,897 

3,046 

272 

389 

50 

2 

127 

6 

94 


12,267 


QUALITY. 


Newcastle         --•,••-.• 
Newcastle  Wallsend  -----.- 

Blyth 

Sunderland       ---••--. 
Sunderland  Wallsend        ....... 

Stockton  and  Hartlepool  •---.. 
Yorkshire         -.-•-... 

Welch 

Scotch      .-.-.---. 
From  Sundry  Places         .--.-. 

Small  Coal 

Culm - 

Cinders    •-----.-- 

Total,  1848 


TONS. 


911,784 

463,347 

115,246 

136,995 

824,065 

797,895 

20,554 

98,946 

8,471 

103 

29,338 

1,623 

9,973 


3,418,340 


SEABORNE,    184  9. 


SHIPS. 

QUALITY. 

TONS. 

SHIPS. 

QUALITY 

TONS. 

NEW< 

:astle: 

Nbwcast] 

LB-^continued 

48 

Bate's  West  Hartley 

16,161 

11 

Garesfield         -        -        - 

l,U2o 

1 

Bean         .        .        -        •        , 

341 

44 

Hasting's  Hartley     ... 
HedlejPs  Hartley      -        -        - 

16,331 

96 

Buddie's  West  Hartley     - 

87,158 

8 

2,47* 

40 

Bute's  Tanfield  Moor 

15,963 

118 

Holywell  Main          -        -        - 

44,128 

99 

Carr's  Hartley  -        .        .        - 

36,745 

4 

Jonassohn's  Hartley 

se.-s 

6 

Charlotte  Main 

1,369 

1 

MarleyHill      -        .        .        . 

450 

58 

Chester  Main    -        -        -        . 

19,253 

2 

Morpeth's  Hartley    ... 
Nettlesworth,  unscreened  - 

267 

85 

Coxlodge          •        .        •        . 
Dean's  Frimrose       ... 

5,644 

1 

201 

197 

54,799 

6 

Newcastle  Hartley  Steam 

1,403 

43 

East  Adair^s  Main     -        -        • 

15,492 

108 

New  Pelton  Main    ... 

44,679 

3 

EastWvlam      -        -        -        . 
Eden  Main       .... 

803 

86 

New  Tanfield   -        -        .        . 

30,886 

116 

38,953 

49 

North  Percy  Hartley 

15,457 

82 

Elm  Park         .        .        .        . 

5,975 

1 

North  Tanfield          .        -        . 

328 

84 

FdUingMain    -        .        .        . 

23,849 

2 

Norwood,  unscreened 

593 

9 

Fenham  Hartley        ... 

3,478 

21 

Old  Tanfield     .        .        .        . 

8,325 

1 

Forest  JMaiii      -        -        -        . 

1 

219 

1 

Old  Windsor's  Pontop      - 

87 

Digitized  by 


Google 
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No.  1.— Amouht  of  Supply,  ^c. — Seaborne^  1849 — continued. 


flBIPS. 


QUALITY. 


Nbwca9tue— con^tmMMl. 


16 

11 

142 

86 
167 

27 
1 
1 

68 
101 
6 
1 
2 
4 
117 

29 
8 

11 
1 
2 

31 

69 

81 
1 

67 

2 

147 

10 

24 

1 

180 

67 


2,768 


Orde's  Redhengh 
Original  Tanfield      - 
Original  Windsor's  Pontop 
Peareath,  unscreened 
Pelaw  Main     -        .        . 
Pelton  Main     •        •        • 
Pontop,  Windsor's    - 
Ramsajr's  Cannel 
Ramsaj's  Ghmrafield 
RaTensirorth  Pelaw 
Ravensworth's  West  Hartley 
Smith's  Pontop 
Southern's  Garesfield 
South  Elm  Park       - 
South  Killin|?worth  - 
South  Peareth 
Soutli  Pelaw     -        •        - 
South  Pontop  -        -        - 
South  Tanfield 
South  Wylam  -        -        - 
Stewart's  Hartley 
Tanfield  Lea     •        •        - 
Tanfield  Moor 
Towneley  ... 

Usworth  Main 
Walker  Primrose 
West  Adair's  Main  - 
West  Hartley  Main 
West  Wylam    .        •        - 
Whitefidd 

Willington  Hartley  - 
Wood's  Qaiesfield  - 
Wylam  Moor  •        -       - 


NEWCASTLE  WALLSEND: 


68 

1 

6 

18 

1 

67 

67 

1 

10 

8 

6 

8 

16 

94 

9 

78 

12 

106 

41 

66 

26 

67 

6 

1 

76 

48 

60 

41 

111 

92 

1 

12 

1 

69 

049. 


Acorn  Close 

Barnard's 

Bell's  and  Brown's   • 

Bensham 

Benton     -        -        - 

Bewjcke  &  Craster's 

Brown's  -        -        • 

Burraton 

Burraton  Killingworth 

Carvflle    -        -        - 

Clarke  &  Co.'s - 

Clennel's 

Derwent  -        -        - 

Eden        ... 

Framwell^te    - 

Gibson's  (Nettlesworth) 

Gibson's  (Sacristan) 

Gosforth  * 

Harton     - 

Heaton     - 

Hebbum 

Hedley's  - 

Hedworth 

Hendon    - 

Hilda       - 

Hotspur's 

Hutton     - 

Jonassohn's 

Killingworth    - 

Morrison  &  Co.'s 

Mount  Moor     • 

Nettlesworth    - 

North  Durham,  unscreened 

Northumberland's     • 


TOirs. 


81,061 

6,871 

8,976 

49,166 

28,229 

69,890 

8,689 

412 

860 

21,016 

80,968 

2,249 

84 

428 

1,180 

49^016 

9,778 

1,166 

4,469 

288 

726 

11,082 

22,382 

11,907 

871 

10,260 

691 

63,089 

8,791 

9,468 

402 

48,268 

26,781 


989,942 


12,792 

316 

1,249 

8,894 

146 

18,661 

20,847 

212 

2,978 

1,143 

1,806 

2,694 

2,348 

28,802 

1,723 

18,880 

3,666 

84,070 

18,628 

16,849 

4,897 

19,633 

1,699 

209 

23,881 

16,411 

16,344 

11,306 

19,323 

22,396 

212 

8,333 

230 

24,639 


SHIPS. 


QUALITY. 


NSWCASTLB  Wallsbitd  : 


1 

19 

1 

61 
28 
24 
69 

8 

2 
47 

7 
118 

1 
60 
17 

8 
94 

1 


1,787 


BLYTH 

1 

26 

191 

66 

87 

48 


486 


Norwood 

Original  Gibson's 

Penshir    - 

Percy 

Percy  Bensham 

Ramsay's 

Riddell's  -       - 

Sefton's     - 

South  Killingworth 

Stewart's  - 

Stewart's  Steam 

Urpeth     . 

Waldridge 

Walker    - 

Washin^n 

West  Keepier  - 

Whamcline 

Whitworth 


Bromhill  Hartley  Steam    * 
Cowpen  Hartley 
Davison's  West  Hartley    - 
Derwentwater's  Hartley  Steam 
Hartley    .... 
Howard's  West  Hartley  Nethertcm 
Sidney's  Hartley       ... 


SUNDERLAND 


1 
624 
1 
1 
1 
8 
8 
177 
8 
1 
1 
1 
1 
8 
1 
1 
1 
1 
8 


728 


Beamish  South  Moor 

Eden  Main       .        -  .        - 
Gibson's  Nettlesworth 

HarratonMain          .  .        • 
Hetton  Hartley  Main 

HettonNut       .        .  .        . 
Jonassohn's  Hartley 

Lambton  Primrose  Main  - 

Lumley  Steam  .        -  •        - 

Morpeth's  Hartley    -  -        - 
Nettlesworth,  Gibson's 

Nicholson's  Main       -  .        - 

North  Durham           -  .        . 

South  Peareth  -        -  -        - 

Stewart's  Hartley  Steam  - 

Stewart's  Steam         .  .        - 
Washington  West  Hartley  Main 

Wearmouth,  unscreened  - 
Whitwell,  unscreened 


TONS. 


SUNDERLAND  WALLSEND: 

1  Acom  Close 

140  Bell's 

124  Belmont  -        -        - 

287  Braddyll's  Hetton     - 

1  Broomside 

1  Durham  Steam-boat  - 

40  Framwellgate    - 

1 1  Gibson's  (  N  ettlesworth) 

8  Gibson's  (Sacristan) 

1  Harraton  -        -        - 

247  Haswell    -        -        - 

1  Haswell  Steam-boat  - 

499  Hetton      -        -        - 

67  Hetton  Co.'s  Lyon's  - 


344 

6,162 

878 

9,899 

6,768 

7,166 

17,279 

866 

698 

16,008 

2,674 

89,926 

400 

9,608 

4,332 

961 

22,474 

68 


482,728 


136 
17,288 

6,643 
29,699 
18,914 

9,885 
12,661 


95,225 


325 
138,430 
169 
320 
87 
611 
833 
44,126 
726 
275 
169 
196 
160 
626 
672 
424 
175 
318 
603 


188,674 


84 

35,950 

36,591 

62,858 

195 

229 

9,587 

2,335 

1,727 

293 

83,592 

137 

139,880 

11,737 


{continued) 
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SHIPS. 


QUAIilTT. 


SVHBEBLAKD  Wa LL0BHD— €Onf tlMMci 


3 
40 
20 

1. 

S7 

a 
1 

7 

2 

11 

4 

2 

18 

1 

217 

812 

2 

147 


2^48 


Hutton  .... 
JonassohD's  ... 
Keepier  -  -  -  - 
Lambton  .        •        . 

LondoDdenys  Steam^boat 
Lninlej    -        -        -        - 
Morrison  k  Co.'g 
Nettlesworth     -        -        - 
Nettlesworthy  Oibeon's 
North  Dnrham 
North  Hetton  Co.'s  Lyoo's 
Old  Duck's      - 
Original  Gibson's 
Pemberton's     -        -        - 
Richardson's     -        -        - 
Russell's  Hetton 
Stewart's  -        .        - 

Stewart's  Steam 
Whitwell 


TONS. 


900 

6,281 

4,570 

126,216 

424 

22,588 

778 

180 

1,084 

400 

2,011 

207 

724 

8,144 

120 

56,689 

81,286 

550 

48,608 


788,740 


OTOCKTON,MIDDLESBRO',  HARTLEPOOL,  cSrc. 


1 
10 

1 
1 

1 
1 

2 
1 

1 

6 

1 
170 

2 
16 
17 

6 
66 
27 
17 
129 
46 
84 

1 
49 
68 

8 
107 

7 

159 

56 

13 

158 

2 
34 
24 
127 
]29 
^0 

1 

8 
16 

1 
11 

6 


Barrington,  nasoreened 
Bithbunn  unsereened 
Brancepeth 

Chilton,  West  Hartlej 
Goundou  Hartley  Staun 

East  Hetton  Nut 
Merrington,  unscreened 

Pease's  West,  unscreened 
Trimdon  .        .        • 


Wellington  W.  E.  Nut 

Westerton  Hartley  Steam 

Woodifield,  unscreened 

W.  £.  Adelaide's  Tees 
Barrett's 

Benson's         .        -        - 
Bishop's  Tees 
Bitchburn       ... 
Braddyll's  Hetton  - 
Brown's  Deanery    - 
Byer's  Green 
Caradoc  -        .        - 

Cassop  Hartlepool  - 
Clavering's  Tees 
Consett's  Tees 
Goundou         .        .        - 
Denison's        -        -        . 
East  Hetton    -        .        - 
Hartlepool      -        .        - 
Hartlepool    W.     Hartley 

Steam-boaU 
Harvey  -        -        -        . 
Haswell  -        -        . 

Hesleden        .        -        - 
Heugh  Hall   - 
Hopkins  -        -        - 

Howdon  -        .        • 

Hudson's  Hartlepool 
Hunwiok         .        •        - 
Kelloe    .        -        .        . 
Leasingthome 
Ludworth  Steam-boat 
Lyon's    -        -        -        - 
Maclean's  Tees 
Martin  &  Go/s 
Milbank's       - 
North  Hartlepool    • 


79 

482 

2,121 

187 
68 

245 
165 

625 

120 

140 

1,814 

160 

40,778 

440 

8,570 

4,287 

1,482 

24,521 
6,197 
8>191 

89,588 

14,760 

6,248 

265 

11,803 

14,488 
3,134 

28,753 
2,450 

38,014 

8,647 

3,702 

48,811 

560 

6,633 

6,843 

6,009 

49,671 

7,472 

335 

465 

3,419 

191 

2,307 

1,724 


SHIPS. 


QUJLUTT. 


TOKg. 


Stockton,  Middlesbro',  Hartlbpool>  Ice. — cotUmweA, 


1 

5 
47 
26 
51 
79 
86 
37 
99 
125 
46 

5 

5 
328 

9 
78 
30 

1 

80 

106 

11 

80 

1 
11 

2 

<  oa 

81 

4 
13 


2,872 


W.  E.  Old  Etherl^ 
Old  Norwood 
Pease's  West 
Plummer's     - 
Richardson's  Tees 
St.  Helen's  Tees 
Seymour's  Tees 
Shotton 
South  Durham 
South  Hartlepool 
South  Kelloe 
South  Wiilington 
Stobart's  Tees 
Tees 

Tennant's 
Thomley 
Trindon 
Victoria  Tees 
West  Belmont 
West  Gornforth 
West  Hartlepool 
West  Hetton  - 
West  Kelloe  - 
West  Tees       - 
Whitfield       - 
Whitworth      • 
Witton  Patk  - 
WittonParfcTee» 
Woodifield     - 


YORKSHIRE,  &c.: 


3 
8 
1 
1 

42 
2 

14 

37 
1 
2 
1 

10 

2 

129 

3 

10 
1 
1 
5 
2 

16 
19 


310 


Allerton  Main 
Gliffe  .  .  .  - 
Darley  Main  -  -  - 
Flockton  -  •  .  . 
GawberHall  - 
Gawthorp  ... 
Haigh  Moor  -  •  . 
Inland  .  •  •  • 
Lonsdale  -  -  •  . 
New  Gawber  -  -'  . 
New  Market  ... 
Robin  Hood  ... 
Silkstone  .... 
Snapethorpe  New  Flockton 
Stavely  .... 
Victoria  .... 
Whitwood  -  •  . 
Worsbro'  Park 
Wrenthorpe  -  -  . 
W.  £.  Backhouse's  Tees    - 

Giirs   . 

Devonshire     • 


SGOTGH: 


6 
2 
1 
1 

1 
2 

3 
5 
2 


Alloa 

Clackmannan    * 
Glasgow  Splint 
Grangemouth   • 

Lochgelly 
Lesmahago  Parrot 

Parrot 
Scotch 
Splint 


148 

747 

8,817 

6,256 

9,549 

16^1 

22,267 

10,505 

28,678 

36,821 

10,214 

1,010 

1,253 

77,685 

1,528 

19,918 

9,546 

190 

7,072 

23,798 

2,028 

19,^6 

320 

2,370 

330 

25,926 

6«037 

818 

3,566 


749,568 


183 
499 
320 

69 

4,368 

238 

984 

734 

60 
120 

60 
364 
116 
11,550 
219 
657 

91 

41 

331 

125 

1,464 

1,308 


t>3,896 


1,062 
239 
350 
380 

427 

100 

500 

174 

4S 
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mfo.  1. — ^AjfauKT  of  Sttppljy  k,o. — Seaborne,  1BA9    eomtimietL 


SHIPS. 


QUAUTT. 


ScoiGH — cantinusd. 

2  fTawnbia  mmI  Wbttefield 
1       Wellwood 

3  W.  E.  Elgin      . 

1       Townhill}  scveened    - 


80 


1 

1 
1 
6 

6 

10 

94 

184 


2 

5 

81 

9 


WELCH: 

8  Aberaman  Merthyr  Steam 

4  Anthraeite        .        .  • 

5  Birch  Grove  Omigi^ 
8  BiaTne     -        .        -  - 
1  Brynddwey      .        -  - 

1  Cromfrood        -        -  . 
8  Cwmeamant     •        .  - 

2  Cwmnanty  Grose 
1  Dinas  House    •        .  - 


EbberTale 
Fiery  Vein 
Gohprnn's 
Graigola 


lewis's  Aerthyr  Steam 
Uaneennech     - 
Mertnyr   -        -        - 


Neath  Abbey    - 
Nixon's  Merthyr  Steam 
Park  End  Block 
Parson's  Graigola     - 
Powell's  BnSSyn  SlMm 
Resolven  Steam      .  - 


Toirs. 


52 
702 
820 


4^9 


573 
981 
1,076 
620 
410 

800 

668 

601 

46 

120 

180 

120 

1,481 

664 

2,818 

7,627 

86,770 

2,116 
11^1 
414 
1,026 
6,748 
2,084 


SBIBfi. 


QVALITT. 


Wmvcn—emUinued. 

1 


70 
6 


Sisea       -        -        - 
Rock  Vein        >- 
Stone        ... 
Union  Graigok  Sieam 


LIVERPOOL: 

Cannel 


1 


Wigan 


SMALL  CX)AL 

1  Carr's  Hartlej^  - 
47  Hetton  and  Ihi£E^  mixed 

2  RaintOB 

1  Ravensworth's  Weat  Hartley 

2  Small 
8  South  HettOB 
1  South  Peareth 
8  Thomley 
8  Wearmonth  W.  E. 


68 


CULM  AND  CINDERS: 


6 
60 


Cnlm 
Cinders 


TONS. 


486 

87 

14,806 

1,169 


94/)41 


140 
876 


616 


118 

10,906 
656 
169 
68 
861 
802 
466 
924 


14,828 


1,178 
6,906 


SHIPS. 


2,768 

1,787 

486 

728 

2,648 

2,872 

810 

80 

889 

8 

68 

6 

60 


12,074 


RECAPITULATION. 


QUALirr. 


Newcastle  Coal         .•------ 

Newcastle  VTaHaend  --.-.-- 

Blyth 

Snnderiand  Coal       -        .        -        -        .  -        - 

Sunderland  Wallsend        •.--.-- 

StodLton,  Middlesbro',  &c 

Yorkshire         .--..•--- 
Scotch      ,----.---- 

Welch 

Liverpool  ..-••---- 

Small  Coal 

Cuhn 

Cinders    ---------- 

Total  1849    -    - 


10VS. 


989,942 

482,728 

96,226 

188,674 

788,740 

749,668 

28,896 

4,509 

94,041 

616 

14,828 

1,178 

5,906 


8,889,146 


0^9* 


X  2 


Digitized  by 


Google 
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APPENDIX  TO  REPORT  FROM  THE 


No.  1.— Amount  of  Supply ;  showing  each  Coal  District  firom  which  it  is  derived,  &c.— con^ntceJ. 


SEABORNE,  1860. 


NEWCASTLE : 


31 

1 

24 

I 

1 

74 

69 

9S 

58 

13 

1 

3 

22 

2 

11 

22 

1 

18-2 

37 

3 

1 

,  1 

104 

1 

5 

37 

96 

4 

1 

26 

1 

24 

3 

4 

4 

1 

137 

6 

6 

1 

4 

168 

24 

66 

6 

11 

1 

16 

38 

10 

1 

202 

162 

69 

18 

1 

1 

10 

72 

112 

2 

o 

119 

66 

*2 

1 

64 

23 


Bates's  West  Hartley 
Baxter's  West  Hartley 
Bell's  Primrose         ... 

Blaydon  Bum  -        .        -  . 

BrandiingMain        -        -  - 
Buddie's  West  Hartley     • 
Bute's  Tanfield  Moor 

Carr's  Hartley          -        -  . 
Chester  Main   -        - 
Clavering's  New  Tanfield  - 

Cowan's  Cannel  -  .  - 
Cowpen  Hartley  ... 
Coxlodge  .... 
Coxon's  West  Hartley 

Cresswell  Main  -  -  . 
Davison's  West  Hartley    - 

Davison's  West  Hartley  Nut  - 

Dean's  Primrose       -        -  . 

East  Adair's  Main  -  -  - 
East  Keepier,  unscreened  - 

East  Tanfield    .        -        -  - 

EastWylam     .        -        .  . 

Eden  Main       -        .        -  - 
Edmondsley*  unscreened   - 
Eighton  Moor,  unscreened 
Elm  Park         .... 

Felling  Main    .        -        -  - 

Fenham  Hartley       .        -  . 

Forest  Main      -        .        .  - 

Garesfield         .        -        -  - 

Hartley  -  -  -  •  - 
Hastirig's  Hartley  ... 
Heaton  Hartley  Steam 

Hebburn  Main          .        -  . 

Hedlev's  Hartley  .  .  . 
Hedley's  West  Hartley     - 

Holywell  Main         .        .  - 

Jonassohn's  Hartley 

Morpetb's  Hartley  -  .  - 
Newcastle  Hartlejr  Steam  - 

New  Chester  Mam   -        .  - 

New  Pelton  Main     .        -  - 

New  Tanfield    -        -        -  - 
North  Percy  Hartley 
Norwood,  unscreened 

Old  Tanfield     .        .        .  . 

Old  Walker     .        -        -  - 

Ord's  Main       -        -        .  . 

Orde's  Redheugh  -  -  - 
Original  Windsor's  Pontop 

Original  Windsor's  Pontop,  ex 

Cresswell  Colliery. 

Pearetli,  unr»creened .  -  - 
Pelaw  Main      .... 

Pelton  Main     .        -        -  - 

Pontop  Windsor's     -        -  - 
Pott's  Sc  Co.'s  Primrose    - 
Ramsay's  Adair's  Main     - 
Ramsay's  Garesfield 

Ravens  worth  Pelaw  -        •  - 

Ravensworth's  West  Hartley  - 

Redheugh  Main        -        .  - 

South  Holywell        ... 

South  Peareib  .        -        -  • 

South  Pelaw  -  -  -  - 
South  Tanfield 

Tanfield  Lea     -        -        -  • 

Tanfield  Moor  -        -        -  - 

Towneley          -        .        -  . 


11,586 

827 

0,984 

446 

188 

28,858 

27,270 

37,801 

20,001 

4,524 

206 

1,076 

8,612 

688 

3,660 

6,560 

186 

62,004 

18,501 

laio 

400 
417 
86,489 
254 
786 

6,017 
26,712 

1,526 
285 

8,270 
325 

0,500 
467 
386 

1,307 

318 

44,065 

1,178 

1,748 

217 

1,006 

72,683 

8,006 

21,200 

1,327 

4,012 

233 

3,683 

12,075 

3,043 

288 

68^368 

52,321 

25,001 

5,831 

140 

166 

2,703 

26,637 

38,350 

250 

170 

46,613 

20,501 

710 

433 

24,473 

8,048 


SHIPS. 


[qualitt. 


TORS. 


Newcastle —con^mt^etf. 

48  Walker  Primrose 

2  Washington,  unscreened   • 

24  Washington  Hutton  Seam, 
screened. 

1  West  Adair's  Main  - 

116  West  Hartley  Main  - 

6  West  Pelton     ... 

17  WestWylam    ... 

36  Whitefield 

161  Wood's  Garesfield    - 

83  Wylam  Moor   ... 


2,866 


un- 


NEWCASTLE  WALLSEND: 


83 

6 

15 

14 

126 

4 
83 
23 

2 

3 
14 

1 

100 

45 

130 

77 

35 

0 
42 

1 
58 
38 
20 

16 
1 

1 
43 
17 

1 
46 

1 
65 

1 
08 
30 
85 
00 

2 

7 

2 
40 

39 

1 
73 

7 

1 
02 

1 


1,585 


Acorn  Close     - 

Baxter's  -        -        - 

Bell's  and  Brown's  • 

Bensham  -        .        . 

Bewicke  and  Craster's 

Bowman's 

Brown's  ... 

Burraton  Killingworth 

Clark  &  Co/s  - 

Clenneil's 

Cresswell 

East  Keepier    - 

Eden        ... 

Gibson's  (Netdesworth) 

Grosforth 

Harton     ... 

Heaton     ... 

Hebburn  -        .        - 

Hedley's  - 

Hedworth 

Hilda       - 

Hotspur  ... 

Hntton    ... 


Jonassohn's 
Keepier   - 
Kibblesworth    - 
Killingworth    - 
Lawson's 
Mickley  - 
Morrison  &  Co.'s 
New  Waldridge 
Northumberland's 
Old  Duck's      - 
Original  Gibson's 
Percy 
Ramsav's 
Riddell's  - 
Sefton's    - 
South  Eden 
South  Heaton  - 
Stewart's  - 
Stewart's  Steam 

Urpeth     - 

Waldridge 

Walker    - 

Washington 

West  Keepier  - 

Whamcliffe 

Whitworth 


8,428 

895 

0,904 

869 
41,728 
1,887 
6,801 
18,282 
56,110 
32,607 


977,206 


17,606 

1,712 

8,171 

2,669 

30,204 

789 

10,518 

6,967 

736 

1,100 

8,677 

818 

26,286 

14,228 

44,024 

25,886 

11,200 

1,481 

13,885 

288 

16,727 

13,717 

9,976 

4,407 

881 

270 

6,102 

4,414 

400 

12,182 

876 

24,119 

153 

25,826 

6,867 

11,055 

27,864 

624 

1,853 

720 

18,574 

42 

12,205 
209 

11,411 

1,756 

288 

22,686 
424 


445,712 
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No.  1. — AMOUNTof  Supply,  &c. — Seaborne,  1850 — continued. 

0HIP8. 

QUAL1TT. 

TONS. 

SHIPS. 

QUALITY. 

TONS. 

BLYT 

E: 

STOCKTON,  MIDDLESBRO',  HARTLEPOOL,  &c. : 

17 

Begbie  Hartley 

8,838 

3 

Bishop's  Primrose    ... 

843 

1 

Cowpen  Main    -        -        -        - 

111 

10 

Brancepeth       .... 

3,720 

60 

Cowpen  Hartley        .        -        - 

12,704 

1 

flyer's  Green,  unscreened  - 
Chilton  Hartley  Steam       - 

168 

18 

Davison's  Wert  Hartley     - 

4,040 

1 

81 

1 

Derwentwater's  Hartley  Bean    - 

166 

2 

Hartlepool  West  Hartley  Steam 

675 

180 

113 

38 

Derwentwater's  Hartley  Stenm  - 

Hartley 

Howard's  West  Hartley  Nether- 
ton. 
Sidney's  Hartley 

32,508 
33,114 

0,748 

1 
1 
2 

Low  Beachburn 
Pease's  West  Nut     - 
Stobart's  Cannel 

230 

268 
302 

55 

15,237 

1 

Trundon  Grange,  unscreened     - 

117 

1 

Westerton  Hartley  Steam 

180 

483 

112,555 

2 
1 

2 

Whitworth,  unscreened      - 
Witton  Park  Hartley 

W.E.  Abbey    -        .        .        . 

511 
135 

428 

SUNE 

ERLAND: 

161 

Adelaide  Tees 

36,727 

2 

Beamish  South  Moor,  unscreened 

386 

16 

Backhouse's    ... 

3,265 

Bell's  Hartley  .... 

208 

2 

Barrington's   ... 

555 

Bell's  W.  E.  Nut       -        -        - 

140 

24 

Bentley's        ... 

5,004 

Belmont  Hartley  Steam     - 
Coxon's  West  Hartley 

185 

1 

Bitchburn       ... 

267 

704 

02 

Braddyll's  Hetton   - 

34,737 

505 

Eden  Main        .... 

158,163 

6 

Brancepeth     ... 
Brown  8  Deanery    - 

1,378 

Edmondsley,  unscreened    - 

810 

86 

7,916 

Harraton  Main          •        .        . 

125 

18 

flyer's  Green 

8,716 

13 

HettonNut       .... 

2,881 

168 

Caradoc          .        .        . 

53,975 

Hetton  West  Hartley 

143 

20 

Cassop  Hartlepool  - 

9,551 

Jonassohn's  Hartley  ... 

708 

15 

Clavering*8  Tees 
Cleveland  Tees 

2,937 

00 

Lambton  Primrose  Main   • 

24,255 

21 

4,754 

Pelton  Main     .... 

450 

50 

Coundon         ... 

12,728 

1 

Rainton  Nut     .... 
South  Peareth  *        -        .        . 
Whitwell,  unscreened 
Wood's  Garesfield     - 

455 

8,676 

315 

880 

56 

1 
3 
6 

111 

1 

Denison's        ... 
East  Hetton    .        .        . 
Pox's  Hartlepool     - 
Gordon  -      .  - 

Hartlepool      ... 
Hartlepool  West  Hartley 

12,785 

52 

774 

SSI 

734 

108,528 

29,778 
250 

Steam-boat. 

SUNB 

lERLAND  WALLSEND: 

184 

Harvey  -        -        •        . 

34,348  N 

77 
156 
223 

8 

4 

BelFs 

Belmont  -        -        -        -        - 
Braddjrll's  Hetton     ... 
EastKeepier     .        -        -        - 
Gibson's  (Nettlesworth)     - 

21,618 

40,082 

61,311 

1,860 

1,127 

100 
40 

151 
41 
80 

Haswell          -        - 
Hesleden        ... 
HeughHall    -        -        - 
Howden         ... 
Hunwick        ... 

34,588 

10,498 

47,722 

9,324 

6,848 

5 

Gibson's  (Sacristan)  • 

1,401 

244 

Kdloe    .... 

88,581 

1 

Harraton  .        -        .        .        • 

260 

2 

Lyon's,  unscreened  • 
Maclean's  Tees 

811 

258 

Haswell 

87,880 

181 

29,565 

440 

Hetton 

117,048 

6 

North  Hartlepool    - 

1,660 

10 

Hetton  Co.'s  Lyon's  -        -        - 

052 

58 

Pease's  West  - 

18,030 

1 

Hutton 

127 

2 

Plummer's      ... 

390 

25 

Jonassohn's       •        •        •        • 

5,004 

28 

Richardson's  Tees  - 

6,132 

8 

Keepier    -        -        .        -        . 

1,764 

17 

Richmund      ... 

6,842 

100 

510 

17 

Keepier  Grange         -        -        . 
Lambton  .        -        -        -        . 
Lawson's  -        •        •        .        • 

24,044 

161,658 

3,523 

6 
87 

St  Cuthberf  8 

St.  Helen's  Tees      - 

1,500 
7,567 

1 

184 

4 

Londonderry  Steam-boat  - 
Lumley     -        .        .        -        • 
Nettlesworth's  Gibson's     - 

878 

36,613 

1,055 

10 
81 
08 

Seymour's  Hartlepool 
Seymour's  Tees 
South  Durham 

2,083 
21,085 
26,885 

15 

5 

16 

North  Hettoa  Co.'s  Lyon's 
Original  Gibson's      ... 
Pemberton's      •         -        -        - 

3,258 
1,416 
4,506 

150 

8 

02 

South  Hartlepool     - 

South  Howden 

South  Kelloe  ^        .        - 

42,832 

622 

24,956 

108 

Richmund         .... 

24,066 

2 

South  Wellington    - 

335 

325 

Russell's  Hetton 

81,706 

2 

Stobart's  Tees 

619 

77 

Scarborough's    • 

18,831 

385 

Tees        .... 

86,024 

275 

Stewart's 

64,086 

1 

Tennant's        ... 

170 

1 

Stewart's  Steam 

477 

1 

Thistle  Flat     .        .        . 

265 

2 

Sunderland       -        "        -        - 

550 

78 

Thomley         ... 

20,078 

3 

Wearmouth       -        -     .    - 

200 

26 

Vernon's  Tees 

6,620 

1 

Wear  Steam      .        -        -        - 

106 

15 

West  Belmont 

8,772 

,      4 

Wellington        .... 

1,002 

122 

West  Comforth 

26,935 

98 

Whitwell 

28,077 

15 
38 

West  Hartlepool      - 
West  Hetton  - 

2,696 
9,478 

2^16 

800,240 

50 
20 

West  Kelloe    -        -        - 
West  Tees       - 

10,836 

A     0  J  A 

4|34d 

3^3 


Digitized  by 


{^^cantinued) 

Google 


i66 


APPENDIX  TO  REPORT  FROM  THE 


No.  !•— Akoubt  of  Supply,  &c* — Seaborne,  IB&O^conUnuad. 


SUIPS. 


QUiiLITT. 


TONS. 


Stockton,  Midolssbbo',  Habtlbpooi^  &c.— ^con^. 


10 

102 

74 

2 


8,220 


Whitfield 
Whitworth 
Witton  Park 
Woodifield 


2,026 

32,249 

14,041 

665 


867,102 


YORKSHIRE,  Ice.: 

3  Charleswordi 

20  Cliffe 

1  Coed  Talon 

1  Cold  Nut 


2 

1 


40 
1 

2 
6 

35 
1 
1 

12 
5 
2 

52 

2 

9 

1 

56 


254 


Darley  Main    - 

Darley  Main  and  Elaecar  * 

Elsecar    -        .        -        « 


ilockton  -        .        .  - 

Gawber  Hall    -        -  - 

Gawthorp         .        •  - 

Haieh  Moor     .        -  • 
Hoyland  and  Ekecar 

Inland      -        -        -  - 

Keepicr    -        -        •  i  - 

Manston  .        -        -  - 

New  Gawber    -        -  - 

Newton    -        -        -  . 
Pemberton  Steam     - 

Snapethorpe  New  Flocfcton 

Staveley  •        •        -  - 

Victoria   -        -        -  - 

Yorkshire  Haid  Sieam  - 
W.E.Clif&     - 


SCOTCH: 


2 

1 

1 

1 
1 

1 
2 

1 

3 

14 

1 


36 


Alloa 
Bonrtreehill  Steam 

Cannel  Gas 
Clackmannan   • 
Fordel  Main     • 

Grangemouth   - 
Kilmarnock  Steam 
Knightswood  Gas 

Lesmahago  Oaa 

Parrot 

Scotch 

W.  E.  TownhiU  Elgin 


WELCH  J 


4 
4 
2 

4 


Aberaman         «        • 
Abercarne  and  Grojihoi 
Aberdare  Steam 
Anthracite 


220 
1,273 

"  89 
190 

243 
103 

218 

84 

8,895 
108 

82 
290 

938 

70 

120 

400 
829 
888 

3,940 
193 

729 

817 

4*615 


18,784 


608 
126 

188 
220 
121 

120 

465 

1,509 

215 

461 

1,110 

806 


5,844 


818 

631 

280 

1,110 


SHIPS. 


QUJkJUTT. 


WELCH 
21 


8 

32 

1 

M 
1 

8 

4 

40 

5 

84 

6 

10 

1 

69 

4 
4 


869 


Birch  Grove  Graigola 

Brynddwey       .        -        *  . 

Crosfiekl's  Merthyr  and  Gadly's 

Steam. 

Cromfvood        •        •        .  * 

EbbwVale       .        .        .  . 

Oraigda  -        -       •        -  . 

Lanshippine      -        •        •  . 

Llangennecn     .        .        .  . 

Lydney    -        -        -        -  - 

Merthyr  -        -        .        •  . 
Merthyr  Vale  Steam 

Neath  Abbey    -        -        -  - 

Newport  Sl^m         •        -  . 
Nixon's  Merthyr  Steam     - 

Parson's  Abbey  Graigola  • 
Powell's  Dnffjjn  Steam    - 
Powell's  Duffryn  and  Mtfthyr 
Steam. 

Resolven  Steam        .        .  . 

Rock  Vein  Steam     .        -  • 

Stone       .        -        .        .  . 

Union  Graigoia  Sleam 

Welch 


LIVERPOOL: 


15 


Ince  Hall  Capiel 
Orrell  Cannel   - 


SMALL  COAL: 


8 
42 

4 
8 

6 
2 

« 
9 
6 
1 


68 


Carr's  Hartley  - 
Harton  W.  E.  - 
Hetton  and  Duff,  mixed 

Killingworth  • 
Lambton  W.  E. 
Rainton    -        -        • 

Small  Coal 
South  Hetton    - 

Thomley  -  -        - 
Wearmouth 

Whamcliffe  • 

Wylam  Moor  - 


CULM  AND  CINDERS: 


12 
62 


Culm 
Cinders 


TOM§. 


4,695 

840 

1,965 

260 

910 

582 

1,645 
7,62» 

109 

^,865 
92 

1,788 

966 

9,148 

958 
7,898 
1355 

2,878 
127 

15,757 

987 

428 


89,574 


2,485 
1,598 


4,028 


288 

664 

12,120 

1,249 
486 
120 

290 
514 

1,255 

2,551 

1,143 

106 


20,786 


2,936 
6,424 


RECAPITULATION. 
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RECAPITULATION. 


2,8<J5 

1,585 

482 

784 

2,916 

3,220 

254 

86 

869 

15 

88 

12 

62 


12,688 


Newcastle  Main         -.----. 
Newcastle  Wallsend  .------ 

Blyth       - 

Sanderland  Main      ------- 

Sunderland  Wallsend 

Stockton,  Middle9bro^  &c         -        .        -        -        - 
Yorkshire,  &c.  .------- 

Scotch 

Welch 

Liverpool  ..-----. 

SmairC3oal 

Culm        .        -        .        -     * 

Cinders     ----*---- 

Total,  1850 


977,206 

445,712 

112,555 

198,523 

809,240 

8«7,192 

18,784 

5,844 

89,574 

4,028 

20,786 

2,936 

6,424 


3,553,804 


SEABORNE^   1851. 

fan>8. 

QI7AUTT. 

TORS; 

SHIM. 

QUALITT. 

TONS. 

NEW( 

3A8TLE: 

NvWCASTLE^-COfl^tfltt^. 

6 

Allerdean  Main         -        -        - 

1,086 

65 

New  Tanfield    -        -        -        - 

20,622 

1 

Allerdean  Hartley     - 

241 

48 

North  Percy  Hartley 

15,417 

46 

Bates's  West  Hartley 
Baxter's  West  Hartley      - 

15,989 

1 

Norwood,  unscreened 

307 

2 

485 

15 

Ord'sMain       -        -        .        - 

3,468 

3 

Begbie  Hartlej 

388 

9 

Original  Windsor's  Pontop 

3,026 

1 

Blaydon  Bum  -        -        -        - 

222 

210 

Peareth,  unscreened  -        -        - 

69,919 

2 

Bowman's  Hartley    -        -        • 

329 

198 

Pelaw  Main      -        -        -        - 

57,228 

90 

Buddie's  West  Hartley      - 

35,257 

78 

Pelton  Main     -        -        -        - 

27,980 

8 

Burdis's  West  Hartley       - 

936 

1 

Pontop 

445 

11 

Bumhope          .        -        .        . 
Bute's  Tanfield  Moor 

4,241 

13 

Pontop  Windsor's     -        -        . 

3,895 

66 

21,297 

1 

Primrose,  unscreened 

318 

97 

Carr's  Hartley  -        -        -        . 

37,100 

1 

Ramsay's  Adair's  Main     - 

222 

51 

Chester  Main    -        -        -        . 

17,414 

7 

Ramsay's  Garesfield 

2,218 

8 

Clavering's  New  Tanfield  - 

2^887 

64 

Ravensworth  Pelaw  -        -        - 

21,121 

3 

Cowen's  Cannel         -        .        • 

966 

70 

Ravensworth's  West  Hartley      - 

24,219 

8 

Cowen's  Garesfield    -        -        - 

2,140 

50 

Redheugh  Main        ... 
South  Dean's  Primrose 

6,054 

9 

Coxlodge          -        •        .        . 

1,432 

1 

238 

~ 

Cresswell  Main          .        -        • 

25 

48 

South  Peareth  .... 

18,293 

30 

Davison's  West  Hartley     - 

9,794 

60 

South  Pelaw     .        -        -        - 

20,449 

184 

Dean's  Primrose       -        .        . 

36,597 

10 

Tanfield  Lea     -        -        -        - 

3,796 

15 

East  Adair's  Main     .        -        - 

5,281 

52 

Tanfield  Moor  .... 

20,171 

72 

Eden  Main        .        .        -        . 

23,478 

28 

Towneley          .... 

6,405 

39 

Eighton  Moor,  unscreened 

7,988 

4 

Tyne  Main        -        -        .        - 

Walker  Primrose       .        .        - 

897 

19 

Elm  Park         .        .        -        . 

3,446 

38 

6,983 

79 

Felling  Main     -        -        - 
Garesfield         -        -        -        . 

20,458 

118 

Washington  Hutton  Seam  Gas  - 

49,230 

24 

3,888 

55 

West  Hartley  Main  - 

19,507 

2 

Gateshead  Graresfield 

428 

1 

West  Hartley  Nut     - 

31  • 

1 

Guildford's  Windsor's  Pontop   - 

113 

1 

West  Pelaw      .        -        .        - 

413 

1 

Hartley 

431 

1 

West  Pelton     -        .        -        . 

368 

20 

Hastings  Hartley      .        -        - 
Heaton  Hartley  Steam 
Hedley's  Hartley  Steam    - 

7,513 

35 

WestWylam    .        .        .        . 

3,831 

1 

238 

87 

Whitefield         -        -        ... 

13,955 

2 

645 

171 

Wood's  Garesfield     - 

55,634 

121 

Holywell  Main          -        -        - 

42,211 

78 

Wylam  Moor    .        -        -        - 

31,218 

63 

Howard's  West  Hartley  Netherton 

21,694 

2 

1 
1 

Hmfs  Garesfield 

Jonassohn's  Hartley  -        -        - 

Kibblesworth     -        -        .        - 

300 
318 
365 

2,731 

888,807 

2 
18 

Londonderry's  Primrose    - 
Longridee's  West  Hartley 
MedomsTey  Gas         ... 

453 
5,875 

NEWCA 

STLE  WALLSEND : 

1 

360 

84 

Acorn  Close      .        .        -        . 

18,598 

1 

Morpeth's  Hartley     -        -        - 

112 

1 

Baxter's 

308 

17 

Newcastle  Hartley  Steam  - 

3,591 

1 

Bayley's   -        .        -        .        - 
Bell's  and  Brown's   - 

339 

6 

New  Chester  Main    -        -        - 

1,230 

15 

3,074 

104 

New  Pelton  Main     -        -        - 

41,947 

9 

Bensham  -        ...        - 

1,990 

4x49. 


4 

X  4 
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APPENDIX  TO  REPORT  FROM  THE 


No.  1— Amount  of  Supply,  ftc^Seaborne,  ISSl'-^contmued, 


iHIPB. 


QUALITY. 


Nbwcastlb  WALLBEVD'^cantinued. 

28  Bewicke  and  Craster's 

42  Brown's 

1  Bevenhope 

8  Clark  &Co/8    - 

4  Clenneirs 

4  Cresswell 


1 

70 

71 

188 

79 
15 
26 

48 

50 

19 

4 

1 

2 

4 

1 

8 

25 

79 

8 
37 

1 
91 
10 

79 
2 
48 
84 
1 
20 
12 

1 

1 

79 

24 

64 

8 

3 


1,881 


East  Keepier 
Eden 

Gibson's  - 
Gosforth  - 

Harton  - 
Heaton  • 
Hebbum  - 
Hedle/s  - 
Hilda  . 
Hotspur  - 
Hutton 
Hutton  Seam 
Jonassohn's 


Keepier    • 
Keepier  Grange 
Killingworth     - 
LawBon's  - 
Leverson's 

Medomsley 
Morrison  &  Co/s 
New  Belmont   - 
Northumberland's 
Original  Gibson's 

Pensher  - 
Prudboe  - 
Ramsay's 
Riddell's  . 
Shotley  - 
South  Eden 
Stewart's  - 


Victoria    - 
Waldridge  Bean 
Walker     • 
West  Durham  - 
Whameliffe 
Wharton's 
Whitwell  - 


BLYTH : 

1  Broomhill  Hartley    -' 

59  Cowpen  Hartley 

1  Derwentwater's  Hartley  Bean 

180  Derwentwater's  Hartley  Steam 

79  Hartley    -        - 

88  Howard's  West  Hartley  Netherton 


2 

46 


401 


Longridge's  Hartley 
Sidney's  Hartley 


SUNDERLAND: 

1  Beamish  South  Moor,  unscreened 

1  Belmont  Main  -        -        -        - 

1  Claverinpc's  New  Tanfield  - 

12  Hetton  Nut       .        -        .        - 

7  Hetton  West  Hartley 

6  Jonassohn's  Hartley  Steam 


TONS. 


7,580 

12,657 

400 

961 

1,804 

1,276 

180 
18,552 
17,997 
42,147 

25,899 

4,665 

8,676 

14,870 

14,985 

4,550 

1,823 

892 

182 

989 

291 

242 

6,705 

81,793 

901 
8,494 

855 

88,850 

2,627 

19,888 

590 

18,263 

22,718 

248 

5,479 

8,873 

210 
219 

12,875 
5,114 

14,447 
781 
666 


882,858 


198 
14,440 

140 

82,357 

25,115 

8,191 

442 
12,282 


93,160 


826 

488 

498 

2,535 

1,457 

1,610 


SHIPS. 


QUAUTT. 


SuNDEBLAK  J>~-€ontinueeL 

Lambton  Primrose  Main    - 
Nettlesworth  Gibson's,  unscreened 


100 
1 

4 
1 


134 


South  Peareth 
Whitwell  Primrose 


SUNDERLAND  WALLSEND: 

Bell's        .... 
Belmont  •        .        .        • 
Braddyll's  Hetton     - 
Bumhope  ... 

Durham's  Steamboat 
East  Keepier    •        •        • 
Eden        .... 
Gibson's  -        .        -        - 
Haswell   •        .        •        • 
Haswell  Steamboat   - 
Hetton      .... 
Hetton  Co.'s  Lyon's  - 
Hetton  and  Lyon's,  mixed 
Jonassohn's       ... 
Keepier    -        -        -        - 
Keepier  Grange 
Lambton  .        -        .        • 
Lambton  and  Primrose,  mixed 
Lawson's  -        .        -        - 
Leverson's         .        -        . 
Lumley    -        -        -        . 
Nettlesworth,  unscreened  • 
Nettlesworth,  Gibson's 
Original  Gibson's 
Pemberton's     -        -        -       • 
Pensher    -        -        -        - 
Ridley's    -        - 
Sacristan  Gibson's     - 
Scarborough's  .        •        • 
Sunderland       ... 
Wellington        -        -        . 
West  Durham  -        -        - 
Whitwell  .... 


60 

127 

48 

1 

1 

9 

1 

10 

249 

487 

7 

1 

6 

21 

127 

392 

10 

34 

18 

78 

1 

5 

1 

2 

13 

6 

1 

59 

2 

6 


69 


1,804 


Toirs. 


SEAHAM : 


482 


8 

97 

888 

845 


1,472 


Eden  Main        .        •        •        • 
W.  E.  Braddyll's  Hetton  - 

North  Hetton  C  o.'s  Lyon's 
Richmund      -        .        . 
Russell's  Hetton     - 
Stewart's        ... 


21,290 

180 

1,872 

115 


29,816 


15,876 

89,760 

16,216 

178 

100 

1,896 

201 

2,872 

89,615 

42 

121,581 

610 

206 

1,612 

5,225 

88,748 

126,686 

2,785 

7,787 

6,497 

20,554 

195 

1,022 

265 

849 

8,423 

1,542 

144 

15,571 

615 

2,060 

502 

17,284 


582,914 


123,704 
51,887 
1,948 
21,970 
88,642 
84,540 


367,781 


STOCKTON,  MIDDLESBRO',  HARTLEPOOL,  &c; 


8 
1 

12 
1 
1 
3 

26 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
1 


Backhouse's  Hartley 

Bowden  Close  .        -  •  - 

Brancepeth       .        .  -  - 

Cassop  Nut       .        -  .  - 
Chilton  Hartley  Steam 

Gordon  Gas      .        .  .  - 
Hartlepool  West  Hartley  Steam 

Harvey  Tanfield        -  -  . 

Ludworth  Main         -  -  - 

Nut  .        .        -  •  . 

South  Durham  Splint 
Stobart's  Tees  Hartley 

Tees  Hartley     .        -  -  . 


680 

79 
2,689 

80 
380 
752 
8,186 
270 
168 
174 

76 
400 

96 


Digitized  by 


Google 


SELECT  COMMITTEE  ON  COALS  (METROPOLIS). 


169 


No.  1. — Amoumt  of  Supply,  &c. — Seaborne,  1851 — continued. 


SHIPS* 

QDALITT. 

TONS. 

SHIPS. 

QUAUTT. 

TONS. 

8tockt< 

1 

[)M,  MioDLBSBBo',  Habtuepool,  &C. — con^. 

1 

YonKsmuE— continued. 

1 

Whitfield          .        .       .        - 

60 

1 

Elsecar     ..... 

47 

2 

Whitworth,  unscreened 

410 

40 

GawberHall    .        -        -        . 

4,316 

44 

W.  E.  Abbey    .        •        -        - 

10,760 

1 

Haigh  Moor     .... 
Hoyland  Steam         .        -        - 

76 

148 

Adelaide  Tees 

34,277 

8 

173 

78 

Backhouse's  -        .        - 

16,472 

2 

Kippax  West  Main   .        .        - 

106 

8 

Barrett's 

2,186 

2 

New  Gawber    .... 

51 

9 

Bentle/s 

1,620 

67 

Newmarket       .        .        -        - 

4,123 

17 

Bowdon  Close,  unscreened 

6,094 

11 

Newton  Main   .        .        -        - 

866 

61 

Braddyll's  Hetton   - 

18,836 

1 

Old  Park  Gate 

60 

80 

Brown's  Deanery    - 

6,179 

7 

Robin  Hood              -        .        - 

396 

1 

Byer's  Green  -        -        • 

160 

1 

Rothwell  Haigh 

63 

108 

Caradoc          -        -        • 

29,662 

8 

Silkstone 

268 

45 

Cassop    -        -        .        - 

12.577 

1 

Snapethorpe  New  Flockton 

66 

IS 

Clavering*s  Tees      - 
Cleveland  Tees 

2,453 

47 

Sundries  .        .        -        -        - 

678 

81 

6,325 

6 

Victoria    .        .        .        -        - 

692 

4 

Coundon         •        .        . 

713 

6 

West  Riding  Main     .        .        - 

633 

54 

Denison's        -        .        - 

11,480 

1 

Worsbro'  Park  gteam 

100 

4 

Gordon  -        -        -        - 

971 

22 

W.E.Cliffi      .        .        .        . 

1,145 

112 

Hartlepool      •        •        • 

81,614 

1 

Garforth 

170 

1 

Hartlepool  and  Thomley 

146 

187 

4 
06 

Harvey  -        -        -        - 
Harvey  Wylam,  unscreened 
Haswell 

29,164 

877 

19,438 

219 

14,337 

26 
127 

Hesleden         ... 
Heugh  Hall    ... 

6,400 
40,774 

SCOTCI 

I: 

41 

Howden         -        .        • 

10,407 

3 

Alloa 

327 

11 

Hunwick        -        -        . 

2,283 

2 

Barton's  Hill  Cannel 

443 

210 

Kelloe    .... 

74,674 

1 

Blackball  and  Boa^head  Parrot 

78 

180 

Maclean's  Tees 

28,710 

17 

Boa^bead  Parrot       ... 
Cuttlehill  Main  Splint 

3,747 

8 

Middlesbro'    .        .        - 

436 

28 

1 

Newfield         .        .        . 

76 

1 

Donibristle  Splint  Steam   - 
Edgehead  and  Blackbraes  Parrot 

223 

«. 

New  Tees 

20 

1 

108 

14 

North  Hartlepool    - 

4,423 

1 

Edgehead  Gas  .        -        .        - 

164 

0 

Norwood        ... 

1,848 

1 

Fordel 

260 

2 

Old  Norwood 

474 

1 

Gilmerton         .... 

234 

56 

Pease's  West  - 

18,688 

1 

Halbeath  Splint  Steam 

33 

26 

Plummer's      .        •        - 

7,628 

1 

HillofBeath    .... 

146 

1 

Plummer's  k  Shotton 

170 

1 

Kinneil  Parrot          .        -        - 

182 

26 

Richardson's  Tees  - 

6,184 

19 

Knightswood  Gbb      ... 

3,694 

1 

Rodridge         .        -        - 
St.Cuthbert    - 

265 

8 

Lesmabagow  Gas      ... 

1,297 

22 

5,402 

2 

Lochgelly  Cannel      -        .        - 

166 

20 

St.  Helen's  Tees      - 

4,735 

8 

Lochgelly  Parrot       ... 

393 

1 
2 

Sepping's        ... 
Seymour's  Hartlepool 

95 
317 

1 
2 

Lochgelly  Splint 
MothiU  Parrot 

144 
235 

68 

Seymour's  Tees 

12,907 

1 

Scotch 

104 

10 

Shotton  .... 

2,406 

1 

Skaterigjg  Cannel       ... 
Townhillscreened  Steam    - 

78 

85 

South  Durham 

23,734 

1 

229 

171 

98 

8 

1 

274 

South  Hartlepool    . 

South  Kelloe  - 

South  Stewart's 

Stobart's  Tees 

Tees        •        .        .        - 

49,605 

27,632 

1,734 

140 

67,495 

3 

W  E.  Elgin      .... 

402 

72 

12,715 

188 
5 

Thomley         .        .        - 
Victoria  Tees  .        .        • 

35,360 
773 

WELCH 

• 

6 

West  Belmont 

1,776 

1 

Aberaman  Merthyr  - 

213 

108 

West  Comforth 

23.656 

13 

Anthracite         .... 

3,376 

26 

West  Hartlepool     - 

6,284 

13 

Birch  Grove  Graigola 

3,434 

3 

West  Hetton  . 

961 

2 

Blaengwawr  Steam   ... 

334 

51 

West  Kelloe  - 

11,264 

1 

Brynddwey       .... 

305 

6 

West  Tees       - 

1,190 

4 

Bynea  Steam     .... 
Ebbw  Vale  Steam      - 

933 

27 

Whitwell        ... 

6,134 

3 

685 

158 

Whitworth      ... 

47,108 

1 

Grellia  Steam     -        .        -        - 

221 

58 

Witton  Park  - 

10,221 

1 

Gwythen  Charcoal  Vein    . 

150 

7 

28 

Landshipping    .        -        .        . 
Llangennech     -        .        -        . 

1,485 

3.010 

792,623 

7,616 

2 
130 

Machen's  Steam        ... 
Merthyr 

277 

35,518 

YORK 

:SHIRE,&c.: 

1 

7 

Merthyr  and  Gadly's  Steam 
Neath  Abbey    .... 

212 
1,605 

1 

Bamsley  -        .        .        .        - 

65 

41 

Nixon's  Merthyr  Steam     . 

11,929 

2 

Charlesworth  Bott.om  Boat 

137 

1 

Parson's  Abbey  Graigola  - 

270 

1 

Cliffe 

81 

41 

Powell's  Duffryn  Steam    . 

10,830 

2 

Darley  Main     .... 

60 

17 

Resolven  Steam 

4,714 

0.49. 
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APPENDIX  TO  REPORT  FROM  THE 


No.  1. — Amount  of  Supply,  &c. — Seaborne,  1861 — cantin%tsd. 


SHIPS. 


QUAUTT. 


Welch  -^eontinued, 

1  Risca  Steam      - 

68  Stone 

1  Wayne's  Merthyr 

8  Welch       - 


887 


LIVERPOOL: 

Kirkless  Hall  Cannel 
Wigan  Cannel  - 


SMALL  COAL: 


1 


Caradoc  Hartlepool  W. 
Castle  Eden      - 
Clark  &Co/s   -    .    - 


TONS. 


200 

16,108 

800 

198 


101,008 


110 
215 


826 


225 
622 
285 


SHIPS. 


QUALITY. 


Small  Coal — conHnved. 

4  HartonW.  E.  - 

1  Harvey     -        -        - 

1  Hastings  Hartley  Main 

17  Hetton      - 

18  Hunwick  W.  E. 
1  Lambton  W.  R 
1  South  Hetton  - 
1  South  Keiloe  - 
4  Thornley  • 

1  West  Hetton     - 

1  Whamcliffe       • 


40 


CULM  AND  CINDERS; 


11 
80 


Culm 
Cinders 


RECAPITULATION. 


TONS. 


672 

245 

106 

5,480 

2,781 

88 

90 

60 

872 

84 

217 


11,677 


1,922 
7.654 


SHIPS. 


2,781 

1,881 

401 

134 

1,804 

1,472 

3,010 

219 

72 

387 

5 

49 

11 

89 


11,765 


QUALITY. 


Newcastle         -----... 
Newcastle  Wallsend  ----..- 

Blyth       -        .     • 

Sunderland       .-----., 

Sunderland  Wallsend         ...... 

Seaham    --.------ 

Stockton^  Middlesbro',  &c.         ..... 

Yorkshire,  &c.  - •• 

Scotch      --.----.- 

Welch 

Liverpool  ---..--. 

SmallCoal 

Cuhn 

Cinders     -.-..-... 

Total,  1851 


TONS. 


888,307 

882,858 

98,160 

29,816 

582,914 

867,731 

792,628 

14,887 

12,715 

101,008 

825 

11,677 

1,922 

7,654 


8,236,542 


SEABORNE,    1852. 

SHIPS. 

QUALITY. 

TONS. 

SHIPS. 

QUALITY. 

TONS. 

NEWC 

JASTLE: 

Nbwcasti 

[.E — continued. 

1 

Allerdean  Main         ... 

262 

57 

Eden  Main       .        .        •        • 

17,195 

87 

Bates's  West  Hartley 
Buddie's  West  Hartley      - 

31,124 

43 

Eighton  Moor,  unscreened 

10,172 

69 

26,825 

10 

Ehn  Park         -        .        .        • 

2,011 

5 

Burdis's  West  Hartley      - 

1,269 

54 

Felling  Main    .        *        .        . 

14,888 

38 

Burnhope         .        .        .        - 
Bute's  Tanfield  Moor 

14,140 

11 

Garesfield         .... 

2,561 

58 

22,888 

2 

Gateshead  Garesfield 

400 

49 

Carr's  Hartley  - 

18,960 

48 

Hasting's  Hartley      ... 

17,241 

48 

Chester  Main   ...        - 

16,773 

2 

Hedley's  West  Hartley       -        - 

604 

3 

Cookson's  Hartley    -        .        - 

1,098 

107 

Holywell  Main          r        -        - 

41,512 

5 

Cowen's  Cannel         .        -        - 

1,690 

41 

Howard's  West  Hartley  Netherton 

16.042 

.65 

Cowen's  Garesfield   - 

18,089 

8 

Hutt's  Garesfield      - 

2,439 

32 

Coxlodge          -        -        .        - 

4,618 

10 

Jonassohn's  Hartley 

3,084 

17 

Davison's  West  Hartley    - 

6,004 

12 

Leverson  Main          ... 

6,362 

193 

Dean's  Primrose       ... 

51,399 

29 

Longridge's  West  Hartley 
MarleyHiU      .        -        .        . 

8,499 

4 

Earsdon  West  Hartley       - 

1,530 

18 

8,224 

1 

East  Adair's  Main    ... 

278 

4 

Medomsley  Gas        -        -        • 

1,647 

8 

Eden  Gas          .        -        .        - 

2,622 

10 

Newcastle  Hjtrtley  Steam  - 

1,990 

Digitized  by 


Google 


SELECT  COMMITTEE  ON  COALS  (METROPOLIS). 


»7i 


No.  1. — Amoitnt  of  Supply,  &c. — Seaborne,  1862 — continued. 


SHIPS. 


QUAUTT. 


Newoastlb— coitft'niiet/. 


178 

100 

69 

1 

6 

1 

171 

209 

81 

12 

3 

1 

8 

17 

18 

99 

88 

67 

22 

2 

18 

23 

8 

62 

40 

13 

20 

6 

115 

78 

22 

56 

28 

8 

19 

144 

62 


2,996 


New  Pelton  Main      - 
NewTanfield    - 
North  Percy  Hartley 
Norwood  -        -        -        • 
Ord'sMain       - 
Original  Windsor's  Pontop 
Peareth,  unscreened  • 
Pelaw  Main      ... 
Pelton  Main    -        -        - 
Pontop,  Windsor's    - 
Portland  West  Hartley  Main 
Primrose,  screened    - 
Rainton  Bean   •        •        . 
Ramsay's  Cannel 
Ramsay's  Garesfield 
Ravensworth  Pelaw  - 
Ra^ensworth's  West  Hartley 
Redheugh  Main 
Ridley's  Belmont 
South  Holywell 
South  Peareth  - 
South  Pelaw    -        -        • 
Stewart's  Hartley  Steam   - 
Tanfield  Moor  ... 
Towneley  ... 

Tyne  Main        -        •        . 
Walker  Primrose 
WaUsend  .... 
Washington  Hutton  Seam  Gas 
West  Hartley  Main  - 
West  Pelton     - 
WestWylam    - 
Whitefield 

Whitridge  West  Hartley    - 
Willington  Hartley   • 
Wood's  Garesfield    - 
Wylam  Moor  ... 


NEWCASTLE  WALLSEND: 


50 

7 
1 

87 
1 
4 
8 
8 
6 
8 

16 
2 

58 

112 

184 

89 

85 

20 

16 

4 

1 

8 

15 

50 

98 

6 

60 

73 

0.49. 


Acorn  Close     - 
Bell's  and  Brown's 
Bensham  • 
Brown's  - 
Bumhope 
Byker      - 
Clark  &Co.'8   - 
Clennell's 
Durham   - 
East  Keepier    - 
Eden 
Edmondsley 

Gihson's  - 
Gosforth  - 
Harton     • 
Heason    • 
Hebbum  - 
Hedle/s  - 
Hotspur  - 
Johnson's 
Jonassohn's 
Keepier    - 
Keepier  Grange 
Killingworth  East 
Lawson's  - 
Leverson's 
Medomsley 
Morrison's 
Northumberland's 


TONS. 


73,210 

33,060 

19,704 

222 

1,090 

106 

57,038 

59,053 

29,583 

3,343 

863 

159 

351 

6,785 

5,302 

29,449 

32,403 

7,206 

4,775 

106 

6,752 

6,918 

2,540 

22,354 

11,250 

3,399 

3,931 

1,108 

46,722 

28,900 

8,097 

5,840 

9,147 

930 

3,027 

47,722 

25,744 


971,088 


12^130 

1,257 

277 

11,566 

405 

679 

926 

1,135 

1,575 

623 

4,069 

380 

14,693 

35,521 

42,217 

11,488 

6,159 

17,432 

5,176 

2,949 

1,216 

304 

606 

5,679 

14,610 

36,582 

1,177 

12,355 

26,148 


SHIPS. 


QUALITY. 


TONS. 


Newcastle  Wallbevd-— continued. 


20 

1 

21 

1 

37 

80 

4 

3 

23 

59 

130 

3 

4 

36 

2 

1 


1,345 


Northumberland  East 
North  Durham 
Pensher    -        -        - 
Prudhoe   -        -        . 
Ramsay's 
Riddell's  - 
Ridley's    - 

Stanley     -        .        - 
Stewart's  -        -        . 
Walker    - 
West  Durham  - 
West  Edmondsley     - 
West  Harton    - 
Wharncliflfe       - 
Wharton's 
Whitwell  - 


BLYTH: 

36 
132 
8 
20 
17 
55 


268 


SUNDERLAND 


Cowpen  Hartley 
Derwentwater's  Hartley  Steam 
Hartley    -        -        -        - 
Howard  8  West  Hartley  Netherton 
Sidney's  Hartley. 
Smith's  West  Hartley 


11 

1 

19 

12 

6 

2 

101 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 


162 


Eden  Main       •        .        • 
Edon  Main       •        .        • 
Hetton  Co.'s  Lyon's  Main 
HettonNut      - 
Hetton  West  Hartley 
Lambton  W.  E.  Nut    ^     - 
Lambton  Primrose  Main  * 
North  Hetton  Nut    - 
Sherbum  Primrose    - 
South  Peareth  -        -        - 
Stewart's  Hartley  Steam    - 
WallsendNut  - 
Whitwell  Nut  - 
Whitwell  Steam 
Wood's  Garesfield    - 


SUNDERLAND  WALLSEND: 


56 

172 

39 

1 

4 

4 

214 

1 

396 

1 

6 

31 

162 

390 

29 

14 

1 
2 

Y  2 


Bell's 

Belmont  .  -  -  •  - 
Braddyll's  .  .  -  - 
East  Keepier    -        -        -        - 

Eden 

Gibson's  -  -  -  -  - 
Haswell  .  -  -  •  - 
Haswell  and  Easington 

Hetton 

Hetton  and  Lyon's  mixed  - 
Hetton  Co.'s  Lyon's  •  -  - 
Keepier  -  -  -  -  - 
Keepier  Grange  •  .  - 
Lambton  -  -  -  -  - 
Lambton  and    Primrose    Main, 

mixed. 
Lawson's .        -        -        -        - 
Leamside  .        .        .        • 

Leverson's        -        .        -        . 


6,038 
294 

4,454 

280 

12,936 

23,825 

1,057 
772 

6,427 

9,949 

31,712 

781 

934 

8,137 
641 
205 


377,676 


8,859 
28,709 
2,761 
4,919 
4,613 
9,134 


53,995 


3,597 

237 

3^159 

2,117 

1,752 

287 

22,903 

230 

300 

802 

558 

355 

400 

390 

583 


37,570 


15,201 

51,272 

13,675 

196 

1,174 

938 

70,453 

300 

109,473 

193 

919 

7,503 

42,525 

126,692 

6,297 

3,451 

280 
299 
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APPENDIX  TO  REPORT  FROM  THE 


No.  1. — ^Amount  of  Supply,  &c. — Seaborne,  1852 — continued. 


•HIP. 

QUAUTY. 

TONS. 

SHIPS. 

QUALITY. 

Tons. 

Sunderland  Wallsbnd— conlinu^^. 

1 

Hartlbpool  and  West  Hartlbpool — cantmued. 

60 

Lumley    ... 

• 

14,274 

7 

Howden  Main           ... 

878 

1 

Nettlesworth,  Gibson's 

•        • 

268 

I 

Ludworth  Main         ... 

190 

2 

Original  Gibson's 

. 

640 

1 

North  Tees,  unsereened 

192 

76 

Pensher   -        -        - 

• 

19,787 

1 

South  Kelloe    .... 

30 

1 

Plummer's 

• 

116 

1 

Tees  Nut          .... 

112 

1 

Richmund 

• 

220 

1 

Whitworth  Hartley  ... 

140 

6 

Ridley's  . 

• 

1,710 

1 

Wood's  Hartley  Steam      - 

166 

9 

Sacristan  Gibson's     - 

. 

2,402 

27 

W.E. Abbey    -        .        .        . 

6,379 

87 

Scarborough's  - 

. 

9,960 

77 

Backhouse's    ... 

17,084 

26 

Sherbum 

. 

6,466 

1 

Bendey's         ... 

180 

2 

Stewart's 

- 

666 

13 

Bowdon  Close 

4,284 

4 

Wearmouth 

- 

1,029 

89 

Braddyll's  Hetton  • 

29,418 

88 

Whitwell  -        .        - 

- 

7,813 

1 
131 
187 

1 
24 

6 

Byer's  Green  ... 
Caradoc           -        .        - 
Cassop    -        .        .        - 
Clarence          ... 
Denison's        .        .        - 
Fowler's  Hartlepool 

110 

37,897 

48,774 

280 

6,821 

1,346 

1,749 

616,672 

SEAH 

AM: 

494 

Eden  Main 

- 

124,878 

120 

Hartlepool      ... 

36,281 

1 

North  Hetton  Nut     - 

- 

230 

1 

Hartlepool  Clarence 

196 

1 

Stewart's  Hartley      - 
W.  E.  Braddylrs  Hetton 

- 

200 

26 

Hartlepool  Hetton  - 

7,197 

180 

• 

46,686 

6 

Hartlepool  and  Thomley, 

1,172 

4 

Meadow's 

•        . 

811 

mixed. 

17 

North  Hetton  &  Co. 

*8  Lyon's 

8,628 

148 

Harvey  -        -        .        - 

38,426 

66 

Richmund 

- 

12,118 

7 

Harvey  Wylam 

1,703 

878 

Russell's  Hetton 

• 

93,623 

4 

Hasweil           ... 

1,276 

2 

Soaton    • 

• 

476 

108 

HeughHall   -        -        - 

32,604 

861 

Stewart's 

- 

86,666 

46 

19 

1 

172 

29 

Howden          ... 
Hunwick        ... 
Hutton  Hartlepool  • 
Kelloe    .        .        •        - 
North  Hartlepool    • 

9,670 

6,168 

224 

64,691 

9,269 

1,483 

367,110 

STOCI 

tTON  AND  MIDDLESBRO': 

13 

North  Hetton  Kelloe 

2,968 

7 

1 

8 

61 

28 

16 

86 

26 

4 

2 

11 

1 

1 

1 

181 

38 

27 

32 

61 

163 

Stobart's  Tees  Hartley 
TeesTanfield    - 
Witton  Park  Steam 
W.  E.  Adelaide  Tees 

Brown's  Deanery 
Clavering's  Tees 
Cleveland  Tees 
Gordon  - 
HeughHall    - 
Little  Chilton 
Maclean's  Tees 
Newfield 
North  Bitchburn 
Norwood 
Pease's  West  - 
Richardson's  Tees 
St.  Helen's  Tees 
Seymour's  Tees 
South  Durham 
Tees 
Victoria  Tees 

.        . 

1,713 

630 

474 

10,866 

6,020 

2,937 

7,368 

6,074 

786 

76 

2,326 

220 

260 

196 

34,636 

8,466 

6,304 

6,369 

17,266 

37,706 

190 

4 

66 

7 

36 

3 

20 

72 

168 

116 

94 

13 

142 

3 

16 

32 

16 

2 

70 

34 

136 

North  Tees     - 

Plummer's      ... 

Richmund       .        .        • 

St.  Cuthbert   - 

Seymour's  Hartlepool 

Sherbum         •        .        . 

Shottoiy          .        .        - 

South  Hartlepool    - 

South  Kelloe  . 

Tees        ...        . 

Tennant's        ... 

Thomley 

Trimdon  Hartlepool 

West  Belmont 

West  Comforth 

West  Hartlepool      - 

West  Hetton  - 

West  Kelloe  ... 

Whitwell 

Whitworth       - 

868 

16,600 

2,066 

9,664 

688 

4,891 

16,526 

64,218 

35,810 

28,139 

8,886 

37,886 

400 

4,475 

7,612 

3,673 

220 

15,366 

7,236 

46,948 

1 

2 

West  Tees 
Witton  Park  - 

- 

418 
2,669 

2,466 

694,676 

16 

65 

Woodhouse  Close 

• 

12,828 

YORKS] 
7 

aiRE,&c.: 
Allerton  and  Preston  Steam 

482 

712 

1 

164,664 

2 
2 

Charle^worth     .        •        .        - 
Cliffe 

83 

69 

HARI 

'LEPOOL  AND  WEST  HARTL 

SPOOL: 

2 
2 

Elsecar    .        .        .        .        - 
Flockton 

119 
160 

1 

Abbey  Gas 
Bowdon  Close  - 

• 

160 

46 

GawberHall    .        -        .        . 

4,783 

28 

- 

8,614 

Haiffh  Moor     .... 
KilSiurst         .... 

71 

27 

Brancepeth 

- 

6,411 

66 

2 

Bycr's  Green  W.  E.  Nut 
Classop  Nut ,   - 

220 

Lowther  and  Preston  Main 

246 

1 

• 

40 

New  Gawber    -        -        .        . 

66 

1 

Castle  Eden     - 

. 

880 

64 

New  Market     .... 

8,724 

4 

Clarence  Main 

. 

1,466 

24 

Newton  Main   .        •        -        . 

1,971 

88 

Harvey  Wylam,  unscreened 

10,246 

6 

Robin  Hood     .... 

410 

1 

Hartlepool  Pelaw      - 

. 

190 

14 

Silkstone          .... 

1,140 

40 

Hartlepool  West  Hartley 

Steam 

13,726 

63 

Sundries  ....        - 

1,988 

Digitized  by 


Google 


SELECT  COMMirrEE  ON  COALS  (METROPOLIS). 


173 


No.  1.— Amount  of  Supply,  &c. — Seaborne,  1862 — continued. 


8HIP8. 


QUiXITT. 


T0RK8HIRB,  &c. — continued. 

18  Victoria    - 

8  West  Riding  Main 

2  Whitwood  Hartley 

1  Wrenthorpe 

14  W.  E.  CUffe      . 


272 


SCOTCH: 


1 
2 
1 
6 

27 
1 
3 
1 
1 
3 

10 
1 
4 
1 
1 


63 


Airdrie  Hill  Steam    • 
Alloa        ... 
Balgonie  -        -        - 
Barton's  Hill  Cannel 
Boghead  Parrot 
Clackmannan  Steam  - 
Cowdenbeath  Gas 
Dundonald  Hartley  - 
Knlghtswood  Gas 
Lesmahagow  Gas 
Lochgelly  Parrot 
Scotch      -        -        - 
Townhill  screened  Steam 
Troon  Steam 
W.  E.  Elgin      - 


WELCH : 

8  Aberaman  Merthyr   - 

4  Aberdare  Steam 

1  Anthracite 

1  Atkinson's  Merthyr  Steam 

3  Binea  Steam 

11  Birch  Grove  Graigola 

3  Blaengwawr  Steam    - 

1  Cadorton  -        -        - 

1  Cwmaman  Steam 

1  Graiffola  -        -        - 

0  Lan£hipping    • 

27  Llangennech      - 

89  Mer^yr    .        .        - 

6  Morfa       -        -        - 

7  Neath  Abbey    - 


TONS. 


2,468 

631 

138 

90 

498 


19,177 


460 
817 
188 
1,161 
4,219 
321 
637 
100 
116 
807 
1,613 
700 
620 
420 
171 


11,679 


896 
664 
300 
220 
660 

2,771 
426 
210 
100 
212 

2,171 

6,830 

26,204 

704 

1,982 


SHIPS. 


QUALITY. 


Welch — continued. 


66 
1 

42 
9 
7 

96 
1 

12 
6 


396 


Nixon's  Merthyr 
Parson's  Abbey  Graigola 
Powell's  Duffryn  Steam 
Resolven  -        -        - 
Sgyborwen  Merthyr  - 
Stone        -        -    ,    - 
Tyllwyd  Steam 
Wayne's  Merthyr     - 
Welch      -        .        - 


LIVERPOOL: 

1       I  Hawkley  Hall  Cannel 


SMALL  COAL: 


3 


66 


Cassop 
Castle  Eden 
Charlaw  - 
Cramlington 
Delaval  W.  E.  - 
Harton     - 
Haswell   - 
Hetton     - 
Hunwick  W.  E. 
Keepier    - 
Kelloe      - 
Lambton  W.  E. 
Rainton    - 
Rodridge 
Shotton    - 
Soath  Hetton    - 
Wearmoath 
Whitwell  - 
Wingate  Grange 


TONS. 


14,134 

266 

10,630 

2,268 

1,661 

22,171 

160 

3,803 

322 


99,643 


120 


CULM  AND  CINDERS: 


4 
74 


Culm 
Cinders 


436 
260 
23 
376 
320 
746 
390 
4,101 
2,166 
409 
260 
270 
668 
166 
420 
160 
430 
210 
420 


12,098 


928 
4,433 


RECAPITULATION. 


SHIPS. 


2,996 

1,346 

268 

162 

1,749 

1,483 

712 

2,466 

272 

63 

396 

1 

66 

4 

74 


12,036 


QUALITY. 


TONS. 


Newcastle         -        -        .        . 
Newcastle  Wallsend  -        -        - 

Blyth 

Sunderland       -        -        -        . 
Sunderland  Wallsend 
Seaham     -        .        •        -        - 
Stockton  and  Middlesbro'  - 
Hartlei)ool  and  West  Hartlepool 
Yorkshire  -        .        .        - 

Scotch      -        -        -        -        - 

Welch 

Liverpool-        -        .        -        - 
Small  Coal        -        -        .        . 

Culm 

Cinders 


Total,  1852 


971,083 

377,676 

63,995 

37,670 

616,672 

367,110 

164,664 

694,676 

19,177 

11,679 

99,643 

120 

12,098 

928 

4,433 


3,330,428 


6  April  1853. 
0.49, 


(signed) 


J.  R.  Scott  J  Clerk  and  Registrar  of  the  Coalmarket 

— — — — —  s 
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APPENDIX  TO  REPORT  FROM  THE 


Appendixi  No.  3. 


No.  i. — Ahovnt  of  Stjpplt,  showing  each  Coal  District  from  whence  it  is  derived, 

and  the  Amount  from  each. 


GRAND  JUNCTION    CANAL 


1881tol85  1. 

1 

8  5  2. 

Tans.  Cwt. 

/ 

Tons.  Cwt. 

1881    • 

10,742    0 

Allums       .        -        -        . 

461     0 

>l 

1882    - 

6,905     5 

Babbington         ... 
Baddersldy 

116     5 
1,268  15 

1888    - 

4,895  10 

Badgley     .... 

144     0 

1884    - 

1,862     0 

Bagworth  •        .        •        - 

86  15 

1885    - 

1,004  10 

Bazzils       .... 
Bedworth   .... 

25  10 
54  10 

1886    - 

1,199     5 

Birchwoo^d  .... 

1,449  15 

1887    . 

2,824     0 

Brands  Butterley 

58  15 

1888    - 

1,686     5 

Brouch       .... 
Butterley    -        -        -        . 

80     0 
2,259  15 

1889    - 

12,988     0 

Cannel       .... 

57  10 

1840    . 

22,188  10 

Coke          .... 

58     0 

1841    • 

88,594  15 

Cotmanhay         ... 

781   10 

Eastwood  .... 

29  10 

Wrought  from 

1842    - 

81,519     0 

Glasscot     .... 

186     0 

collieries   situat# 

1848    - 

84,598  15 

Griff 

841  10 

in  Derbyshire, 
Warwickshire, 

Hasewood  •        .        •        • 

59  15 

Staffordshire, 

1844    - 

72,255  16 

Leicestershire, 

InceHaU  .... 

678  15 

Nottingham- 

1845   - 

60,810  16 

KetUebrook 

488  10 

shire,  and  Lan* 
cashire. 

1846    - 

21,872     5 

Loscoe       .        .        -        - 

2,876     5 

1847    - 

22,005     0 

Moira         .        .        .        - 
Pinxton     .... 

8,859  16 
10,499     0 

J848    . 

19,918  10 

Polsworth  .... 

85     5 

1849    - 

19,222  10 

Reddings   .... 

1,048     5 

1850    - 

29,479     0 

Ridgley      .... 
Shipley       .... 

47  15 
702  15 

1851    - 

28,484     0 

SmaU         .... 

27  15 

Snibston     .... 

224     0 

In  the  foregoing  Return  it  is 

Stoneyford          ... 

5,857  10 

difficQlt,  if  not  impossible,  to 

Victoria      .... 

171   16 

allow  the  precise  districts  from 

Wednesbury        ... 

111     5 

whence  the  coal  is  wrought,  as 

Whitwick  .... 

240     0 

also  the  amount  from  each  dis- 

trict, as  until  the  commence- 

Wigan       .... 

81  15 

ment  of  the  jear  1852  no  such 

Wingerworth      ... 

Total  Grand  Junction^ 
Canal,  1852    -        -/ 

57     0 

account  was  kept.     However, 

the  coals  brought  by  the  Grand 

88,800     0 

Junction  Canal  are  principally 
wrought  frt>m  collieries  situate 

River  Thames  {vid  Staines) : 

in  the  counties  of  Derby,  War- 

Nixon's Merthyr  (Welch)     - 

Total  Canal  and  River,1 
1862         -         -         -J 

118     0 

wick,  Stafford,  Leicester,  and 

Nottingham. 

88,918     0 

6  April  1853. 


J.  R.  Scotty 
Clerk  and  Registrar  of  the  Coal  Market. 
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Na  3. — ^Amount  of  Supply,  showing  each  Coal  District  from  whence  it  is  derived, 

and  the  Amount  from  each. 


Apptndix,  No.  s. 


RAILWAYS,  1881  to  1861. 


YEAR. 


1831   to    1842,1 
both  inclusiyej 

1848 

1844 

1845 
1846 

1847 

1848 

1849 
1850 

1851 


RAILWAY  BY  WHICH  BROUGHT. 


.    .    .    NU.      . 

North- Western    - 

-    .    .    Nil.      . 

North-Westem  - 

North- Western  - 
Great  Western    • 

North*Westem  • 
Great  Western     - 

North-Westem  • 
Great  Western  - 
Eastern  Coanties 
South-Eastern     - 

North-Westem  - 
Soath-Esstem     - 

North-Westem  • 
South-Eastem  - 
Great  Northem  - 

North-Westem  - 
Grreat  Northem  - 
Great  Western  - 
South-Eastem  - 
Eastern  Counties 


Aggregate  Qnantity 

brought 

bj  each  Railway. 


Tons. 
.  Nil. 

90 


.  Nfl. 

8,877 

7,348 
4,850 

18,957 
5,879 

17,881 

19,901 

56 

49 

19,487 
153 

44,865 
5,286 
4,944 

110,168 

101,976 

25,153 

5,319 

5,296 


Total  Quantity 

onwfaieh 

Duty  was  Paid 

dnriog  the  Year. 


Tans. 
.  .  Nil. 

90 
-  .  Nil. 
8,877 

I   11,698 
j   19,886 


1 


87,887 

I   19,639 
55,095 


1 


^  247,906 


The  distrioti  from  whenee  the  eoal  brought  bj  the  yarious  railwajs  above-mentioned  is  wrought 
cannot  be  stated,  as  there  are  no  official  documents  in  the  possession  of  the  Corporation  of  London 
preyious  to  the  year  1852  from  which  such  information  can  be  obtained ;  bj  reference,  however,  to 
the  subjoined  official  return  for  the  year  1852,  a  general  idea  of  the  districts  of  supply  may  be  had. 


RAILWAYS,    1852. 


GREAT  NORTHERN : 

Adelaide  Tees  -  -  - 
BeUIng. 
Butterley  House 
Coke  .... 
DarleyMain  -  -  - 
Elsecar  .... 
Gawber  Hall  •  -  . 
Hoyland  ... 

Lambton  W.  E. 
Leasingthorae  ... 
Old  Etherley  ... 
Pease's    .... 
Pinzton  .         .        .         - 
St  Helen's       -        -        -        -  i 
Screened  Slack         .        -        - 
Silkstone  (Charlesworth  &  Co.'s) 

„         (Clarke's). 

„        (Field,  Cooper  &  Co.'s) 


0.49. 


Tons.  ants. 


26,704 

816 

20 

4,241 

8,521 


7 
8 
8 
16 
2 


41,772  19 


1 
2 
18 
2 
6 
1 


782 

6,006 

127 

156 

60 

751 

1,704     2 

1,057  19 

81   15 

594  18 

19,577  15 

40,421     8 


Great  Northern— cofi^<i. 

Silkstone  (Newton,  Chambers  ds 

Co.'s) 

Victoria  Main  (Pease's)    - 
West  Auckland        ... 
West  Belmont  ... 

West  Hartley  (Pease's)     • 
West  Riding  Hartley 
Whitwell  .        .        -        . 

Whitwood  Hartley  ... 
Woodhouse  Close  .  -  - 
Worsborough  Park  .        -        - 

Total    -    -    - 


Tons,  cwit. 

88,864     2 

6     8 

152     5 

186     8 

27     9 

1,845  12 

94     5 

2,772     9 

45     7 

4,572  18 


195,865     0 


The  coal  brought  by  tbe  Great  Northem  Rail- 
way is  wrought  from  collieries  in  Yorkshire, 
Durham,  and  Derbyshire. 

{contirmeJ) 
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APPENDIX  TO  REPORT  FROM  THE 


Appendix,  No.  s* 


No.  8, — Amount  of  Supply,  &c. — Railways,  1862 — continued. 


Tons.   cwts. 

45 

18 

24,880 

18 

72,498 

14 

1,846 

12 

1,079 

17 

862 

19 

1,266 

1 

88f640 

6 

121 

9 

109 

18 

1,172 

18 

718 

9 

42 

17 

292 

1 

187,978 

2 

NORTH-WESTERN : 

Babbington  -  -  -  - 
Butterley  -        .         -        • 

Clay  Cross       -         -        -        - 

Coke 

Eastwood  -  .  -  • 
Hawkeebuiy  -  -  -  - 
Hawkeebury,  Moira,  Tapton,  &c. 
InoeHall  .  -  -  - 
Pinxton  .  -  -  -  - 
Shipley  -  -  -  -  - 
Snibston  .         -        -        - 

Staveley  .        -        -        - 

Tapton 

Whitwick         -        -        .        . 

Total    -    -    - 


The  coal  brought  by  the  North-Westem  Rail- 
way is  wrought  irom  eollieries  in  Lancashire, 
Derbyshire,  Warwickshire,  Staffordshire,  Leices- 
tershire, and  Nottinghamshire. 


EASTERN  COUNTIES 

Backhouse       -        -  - 

Bagworth         -        •  - 
Black  Boy 

Clay  Cross       .        •  - 
Coke       .... 

Haswell  -        -        -  - 

Hun  wick  -        -  - 

Medomsley      -        -  - 

North  Hetton  -        -  - 

Screenings       .        -  - 
Small      .        -        • 

Staveley  -        -  - 

Swinton .        -        -  - 

Tapton    -        -        -  - 

Total  -    - 


The  coal  brought  by  the  Eastern  Counties 
lUdlwar  is  ¥rrought  from  C4»llieries  in  Durham, 
Derbyshire,  and  Leicestershire. 


221 

0 

11 

10 

60 

0 

6,536 

1 

10 

0 

5 

0 

76 

0 

146 

0 

826 

0 

68 

0 

41 

10 

20,864 

16 

962 

10 

10 

10 

28,816  16 

SOUTH-EASTERN; 


Anthracite* 
Brown's  • 
Canr's  Hartley 


68     8 

8  14 

40     9 


Toiu.  cwts. 


South-Eastern — continued. 

Coke  -  -  .  . 
Cwm  Oamant,  &c.  (Welch) 

Hartlepool       ... 

„        Small 
Hanrey   .        .        -        - 

„       Small  -        •        - 
Hetton  .  - 

„    Small    -        •        - 

HeughHall     - 
Johnstone  W.  E.      •        • 
KeUoe     .... 

Lambton  Primrose   • 
Lyons  W.  E.    - 
AlarleyHill     - 
New  'i  anfield  -        -        - 

Peareth  -  -  -  - 
Pease's  West  ... 
Ravensworth  West  Hartley 
Screenings       .        -        - 

Small      .        .  .  - 

Tanfield-        -  •  - 

Trimdon  -  .  - 

Wood's  Garesfield  - 

Total    -    - 


The  coal  brought  by  the  South-Eastern  Rail- 
way is  brought  coastwise  to  the  ports  oi  Whit- 
stable,  Rochester,  Folkestone,  and  is  wrought 
from  collieries  in  the  counties  of  Northumberland 
and  Durham. 


6,666 

2 

12 

9 

102 

7 

8 

0 

8,284 

1:J 

4 

7 

469 

6 

20 

2 

8 

4 

66 

17 

228 

18 

219 

17 

10 

1 

80 

8 

14 

14 

68 

8 

60 

0 

80 

9 

170 

2 

88 

17 

4 

0 

86 

18 

87 

6 

10,662 

9 

GREAT  WESTERN : 

Bryndufl  (Welch)     - 
Bute       .        •        .        - 


Coke  .... 
Forest  (Bilston  and  Crump) 
Forest  of  Dean 

Lydney  (Forest  of  Dean)  - 
Newbridge  (Welch)  - 

Total    - 


The  coal  brought  by  the  Great  Western  Rail- 
way is  wrought  from  collieries  situate  in  Wales, 
Glouoesterslure,  and  Somersetshire. 


89 

7 

67 

8 

8,061 

0 

897 

16 

88 

4 

164 

8 

848 

14 

4,696 

12 

RECAPITULATION, 

1862. 

Tons.    cwts. 

Great  Northern  Railway 

- 

- 

196,866     0 

North-Westerw  Railway 

- 

- 

187,978     2 

Eastbrn  Counties  Railway     « 

- 

- 

28,816  16 

South-Eastern  Railway  - 

- 

• 

10,662     9 

Great  Western  Railway 

- 

-     - 

4,696  12 

Total  Railways,  1862 

877,907   19 

6  April  1868. 


/.  R.  Scott, 
Clerk  and  Registrar  of  the  Coal  Market. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


SELECT  COMMITTEE  ON  COALS  (METROPOLIS). 


»77 


No.  4.— AMOUNT  OF  SUPPLY,  8ic, 


Appendix,  No.  i. 


RECAPITULATION. 


SEABORNE. 


ORAITD    JUNCTIOK    CANAL. 


ANAL. 

RAILWAYS. 

Tans. 

ctoL 

YEAR. 

Tans. 

6,905 

5 

1832 

.   ml. 

4,896 

10 

1833 

-   nil. 

1,862 

0 

1884 

-   nil. 

1,004 

10 

1835 

-   nil. 

1,199 

5 

1836 

-   nil. 

2,324 

0 

1837 

-   nil. 

1,686 

6 

1838 

nil. 

12,933 

0 

1839 

.   nil. 

22,188 

10 

1840 

-   nil. 

33,594 

15 

1841 

-  nn. 

31,519 

0 

1842 

.   nil. 

34,593 

15 

1843 

90 

72,256 

15 

1844 

nil. 

60,310 

15 

1845 

8,377 

21,872 

5 

1846 

11,69» 

22,006 

0 

1847 

19,336 

19,918 

10 

1848 

37,887 

19,222 

10 

.  1849 

19,639* 

29,479 

0 

1850 

56,095 

23,434 

0 

1851 

247,906 

33,800 

0 

1852 

377,907 

118 

0 

TEAR. 
1832 

1833 

1834 

1835 

1836 

1837 

1838 

1839 

1840 

1841 

1842 

1843 

1844 

1845 

1846 

1847 

1848 

1849 

1850 

1861 

1852 


Tans. 
2,139,078' 

2,010,409 

2,078,686 

2,298,812 

2,398,362 

2,626,997 

2,581,085 

2,625,323 

2,666,899 

2,909,144 

2,723,200 

2,628,520 

2,490,910 

3,403,320 

2,963,755 

3,280,420 

3,418,340 

3,339,146 

3,553,304 

3,236,542 

3,330,428 


TEAR. 

1832  -    -    -    . 

1833  .    -    <.    . 

1834  .    -    •    - 

1835  .    .    ^    - 

1836  .... 

1837  .... 

1838  .... 

1839  .... 

1840  .... 

1841  .... 

1842  ..... 

1843  .... 

1844  .... 

1845  .... 

1846  .... 

1847  .... 

1848  .... 

1849  .... 

1860  .... 

1861  .... 
1852  -    - 

ThameB  (vid  Staines) 


6  April  1853. 


J.  R.  Scott, 
Clerk  and  Registrar  of  the  Coal  Market, 


No.  5. — A  RETURN  showing  the  Mode  of  Collection  and  Cost  of  the  same. 


Return  as  to  the  Mode  of  Collecting  the  City's  and  other  Dues  on  Coals  brought  within 

the  Port  and  District  of  London. 

Seaborne. 

The  factor,  owner,  or  agent  of  every  vessel  bringing  coals  into  the  Port  of  London  enteric 
her  at  the  office  of  the  clerk  and  registrar  of  the  Coal  Market,  filling  up,  in  duplicate,  a 
form  containing  particulars  of  the  cargo.    This  fortn,  being  examined  and  certified  by  the 

0.49.  Z  clerk 
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Appendix,  No.  a.     clerk  aad  registrar,  is  then  taken  by  the  factor,  owner,  or  agent  to  the  office  of  the  clerk 

and  collector  of  the  coal  duties,  who  receives  the  duties  upon  the  quantity  certified  by  the 

clerk  and  registrar,  and  gires  an  acknowledgment  for  the  same,  which  is  returned  to  the 
clerk  and  registrar  by  the  person  making  the  palyment. 

The  total  amount  of  the  duties  received  is  paid  ta  the  Chamberlain  of  London  daily  by 
the  clerk  and  collector. 

Railways,  See; 

The  duties  on  coals  brought  within  the;  London  district  by  inland  conveyance,  whether 
railway,  canal,  or  common  roads,  are  receii^ed  and  accounted  for  according  to  a  similar 
system.  The  coals  are,  in  the  first  instance,  entered  at  the  o6ice  of  the  clerk  and  registrar, 
who  certifies  the  quaatity  upon  which  the  duties  are  payable.  The  clerk  and  collector 
receives  the  duties  upon  the  quantity  so  certified,  giving  a  receipt  for  the  same,  and  pays 
the  amount  of  his  collection  to  the  Chamberlain  of  London  daily. 


Mode  of  Collection,  so  far  as  the  same  relates  to  the  Office  of  Clerk  and  Registrar 

of  the  Coal  Market. 


Seaborne. 

In  all  cases  of  coals  intended  to  be  brought  coastwise  to  the  Port  of  London,  a  certificate, 
called  a  fitter^s  certificate,  signed  by  the  fitter  or  agent  of  the  colliery,  is  either  transmitted 
by  general  post,  or  delivered  by  the  master  of  the  ship  to  the  clerk  and  registrar  of  the 
Coal  Market,  who  thereupon  registers  the  same.  This  certificate,  on  being  tendered,  is 
examined ;  and,  if  approved,  a  certificate  fiom  the  clerk  and  registrar,  requiring  the  payment 
of  the  duties,  is  furnished  tp  the  clerk  and  collector  of  the  coaH  duties. 

The  Coal  Acts  reauii-e  that  the  certificates  of  ships  coal-laden  should  within  twenty-four 
hours  be  entered  at  tneoffice  of  the  clerk  and  registrar  of  the  Coal  Market 

By  way  of  checking  the  importation  of  seaborne  coals,  a  return  from  Her  Majesbf^s 
Customs  is  made  daify  to  the  clerk  and  registrar  of  the  Coal  Market  of  all  cof  1  ships 
reported  at  the  Brli  of  Entry  Office ;  this  return  is  made  that  it  may  be  ascertained  if  any 
ships  coftl-laden  have  fitiled  to  report  at  the  office  of  clerk  and  registrar. 

An  additioQal  check^exists  in  the  monthly  return  that  is  required  by  law  to  be  made  by 
thefitter-of  every  colliery  to  the  clerk  and  registrar  of  all  ships  ^t^have,  during  the  pre-' 
ceding  month,  loaded  and  sailed  for  the  Port  of  London. 

This  check  is  a  most  efficient  one. 


Railways. 

'  In  all  cases  of  coals  .brought  within  the  limits  of  the  district  by  railway,  a  certificate, 
signed  by  the  secretary  or  other  authorised  officer,  is  delivered  at  the  office  of  clerk  and 
re^strar  of  the  Coul  Mari^et,  who  thereupon  (if  correct)  registers  and  examines  the  same; 
when  the  duties  are  payable,  a  certificate,  signed  by  the  clerk  and  registrar  requiring  pay- 
ment, is  furnished  to  the  clerk  and  collector  of  the  coal  duties. 

The  only  check,  as  a  means  of  ascertaining  the  quantity  of  cpal  brought  within  the  limits 
by  any  railway  that  exists,  is  hy  the  access  that  the  law  provides  to  the  bo6ks  of  coal 
traffic  of  the  various  railway  companies.     This  is  an  available  check,  and  is  of  great  service. 


Grand  Junction  Canal. 

In  all  cases  of  coals  coming  by  this  canal,  a  certificate,  signed  by  the  agent  of  the  colliery, 
is  given  to  the  master  taking  charge  of  the  boat  or  barge  coal-laden,  or  not  being  provided 
with  such  a  certificate,  the  master  of  the  boat  or  barge  certifies  as  to  the  quantity  and 
quality  of  the  coal  on  board.  On  the  arrival  of  the  barge,  &c.,  at  the  office  for  the  collec- 
tion of  coal  dues  on  the  canal,  either  one  or  the  other  of  these  certificates  is  delivered  to  the 
collector,  who  thereupon  receives  the  duty. 
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The  certificates  abovementioDed  aire  forwarded  by  Ihe  general  post  daily  to  the  clerk  and    Appendix,  (b. «. 

registrar  of  the  Coal  Market,  who  enters  the  satne  in  the  register  open  to  public  itispection^  

and  monthly  fursbheti  a  oeitifi^ato  for  the  receipt  of  the  fotal  duties  to  the  clferk  axid  col- 
lector of  the  coal  -duties. 

^By  way  of  check  upon  the  collector  of  the  daties  on  the  Grand  Junction  Canaly-a  return 
is  made  monthly  to  the  clerk  and  registrar  6f  the  Coal  Market  from  the  office  of  secretary  of 
Ihe  Grtind  Junction  Canal  of  all  bair^es  c^-lalden  that  have,  duringthe  precddii^  month, 
passednearer  to  London  than  the  lock  at  Kii^s<Lapgley^  in  the  ooauty  of  Hertford. 


6  April  1853. 


<  Cliark  and  Registrar  of  the  Coitl  Market. 


A  RETUItN  of  the  CbsT  of  Colkectiov. 


Oatoftbe 
Datyof  SiL 

Out  of  the 

City's  Duty  of 

4<l.perToB. 

k    Oat  of  the 
Doty  of  1<^ 
per  Ton. 

"SOf^kfu 

To  the  salary  to  the  derk  and  coBeotor 
at  the  Coal  Market 

To  ditto     -    to  inspector  of  ooal  traffio 

To  ditto     -    to  collector  on  the  Grand 
Junction  Canal        ~        *        *        1 

807  12     - 
128     -    - 

49     4     - 

£.     s.    A 
158  18     - 

61   12     - 

24  12     - 

•  TOVAL 

£.    s.    d. 

88  10    - 

15     8     . 

6     4- 
-     .     -     £. 

£.     s.    d. 
500     -    - 

200    -    - 
80    -    - 

780   ^^    - 

Chamber  of  London,  GaildhaU^I 
6  April  1858.  J 


A»  BrowTiy  Chambcrlaia. 


Na  6. — A  BETURN  showing  the  Statules-and  Acts  of  Parliament  by  and  under  m^hich 
the  Coal  Tax  is  levied  over  the  Area  extended  in  1860. 

Theue  are  no  Statutes  «or  Acts  of  Parliament  by  and  under  "^hich  aiiy  tax  on  coals 
brought  to  London  is  levied  over  any  exteaded-aroa-in  1850. 

An  Act  of  Parliament^  8  &  9  Vict.  c.  101,  tvas  passed  in  the  year  1845,  upon  the  report 
of  a  Select  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons,  which  Act  had  the  effect  of  rendering 
uniform,  as  regards  distance  from  London,  the  points  at  which  the  duties  were  collected, 
and  it  is  believed  that  the  operation  of  that  Act  may  have  extended  in  some  slight  degree 
the  area  of  tazation  at  a  point  near  the  entrance  of  ihe  Grand  Junction  •  Canal  into  the 
London  District.  In  the  year  1851,  however,  the  Corporation  of  London,  at  the  request  of 
various  persohs  and  trading  companies,  and  with  the  concurrence  of  Her  Majesty's  Com- 
missioners of  Woods,  and  ihe  coal  trade,  apphed  for  and  obtained  the  Act  14  &  15  Vict, 
c.  146,  entitled,  ^'  An  Act  to  amend  the  Acts  relating  to  the  vend  and  delivery  of  coals  in 
London  and  Westminster^  and  in  certain  parts  of  the  adjacent  counti^,  and  to  allow 
a  drawback  on  coals  conveyed  beyond  certain  limits."  The  intention  in  applying  for  that 
Act  was  to  afford  considerable  relief  to  the  coal  trade,  and  to  certain  consumers  of  coals, 
and  the  o|>eration  of  the  Act  has  been  very  largely  to  contract  the  limits  of  the  area  over 
which  the  duties  formerly  extended,  and  in  no  way  to  extend  the  area  of  taxation. 

The  Acts  of  Parliament  amended' or  varied  by  the  said  Act,  are  1  &  2  Will.  4,  c.  76; 
1  &  2  Vict.  c.  101 ;  and  8  &  9  Vict.  c.  101. 


Chamber  of  London,  Guildhall,! 
6  April  1853.  J 


A.  "Brown, 

Chamberlain. 
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No.  9.— A  RETURN  of  the  Oboukd  Rxnts,  to  whom  Paid;  Lbasbs  Granted  ;  Amount  of  Groand  Rente  sold,  and  to 
what  Purpofe  applied,  whether  in  Liquidation  of  Debt,  or  otherwise;  from  the  Year  1832  to  the  Year  1862, 
bodi  inclnsive. 


NAMB 

OF  LESSEE. 

PREMISES 
WHERE  SITUATE. 

Term 
Granted. 

GROUND 
RENT. 

Amount  of 

Rent 

received. 

Amonnt  for 

Whidl 

Ground  Rent 

and 

RererBiona 

sold. 

Yeara' 
Porchase 
obtabed. 

To  whom  RenU 

and 

Porchaae-moniea  paid ; 

To  what 
Parposea  applied. 

XHampheiy    -        • 

Wellington-atreet,  Soatfa- 
wark  -        •        •        • 

Yean, 
80 

£.     #.   d. 
120 

£,    9.   d. 
210 

£.       9.    d. 
3.615 

30  i 

Ditto    - 

Ditto,  ditto  - 

80 

120 

210 

3,600    -    - 

30 

P.Httmphery     -        - 

Ditto,  ditto  - 

80 

42    -    - 

73  10    - 

1,265    5    - 

30^ 

R.AA     •        • 

Ditto,  ditto  . 

80 

52  10    - 

65  12    6 

1.417  10    - 

27 

H.Weston  and  another 

Ditto,  ditto  - 

80 

81     2    6 

81    2    6 

2.281  12  10 

28  J 

T.  CaUaway 

DittO|  ditto  • 

80 

58    5    - 

72  16    3 

1,638    5    7 

28  4 

W.  Knott 

Ditto,  ditto  - 

80 

75 

75    -    - 

2,109    7    6 

28  » 

V.Bd««nt        -        . 

Ditto,  ditto  . 

. 

80 

43  10    - 

54    7    6 

1,261  10    - 

29 

¥.  ChadwidL     - 

Ditto,  ditto  - 

80 

54  15    - 

54  15    - 

1.587  15    - 

29 

T.  Callaway       - 

Ditto,  ditto  - 

80 

60 

75 

1.687  10    - 

28i 

T.Chadwiek    • 

Ditto,  ditto  . 

80 

54  15    - 

54  15    - 

1.587  15    - 

29 

T.  CaDairay 

Ditto,  ditto  - 

80 

43  10    - 

54     7    6 

1.223    8    9 

28| 

URovky         - 

Ditto,  ditto  . 

80 

51     5    - 

64     1    3 

1,441     8     1 

28i 

H.B.  Clark       - 

Ditto,  ditto  • 

80 

58 

72  10    - 

1,631     5    - 

28  1 

MOesBorkitt     • 

Ditto,  ditto  . 

80 

100    -    - 

125 

2.812  10    - 

28  J 

T.WiIlia  . 

Ditto,  ditto  - 

80 

60    -    - 

90 

1.807  10    - 

304 

A.  Chapman      - 

Ditto,  ditto  • 

80 

1.618 

2,748    4    4 

40,850    -    - 

25}  nearly 

J.Scovdlandotfaoi. 

Dnke-itraet,  ditto    - 

80 

110    -    - 

187  10    - 

3,313  15    - 

30i 

Ditto     .        .        • 

Ditto,  ditto  - 

80 

25    -    - 

6    5- 

753    2    6 

30* 

Ditto    -        -        . 

Ditto,  ditto  - 

80 

25    -    - 

6    5- 

753    2    6 

30* 

W.ChailwIek     - 
Ditto     • 
Ditto    -        -        - 

Ditto    -        -        - 
G.  F.  FInden     -        - 
W.Chadwick     - 

Ditto,  ditto  -       .       • 

Tooley-ftreet,  ditto  - 

A  wharf,  &c,  Wdlington. 
itreet,  ditto 

Toolej-itreet,  ditto 

High  liieat,  ditto    - 

Dnko-atreet,  ditto  • 

80 
80 

80 
80 
80 

80 

25 

15 

409  10    - 
9    -    - 

34 

37    -    - 

43  15    - 

3  15    * 

102    7    6 

4  10    - 
34    -    - 

9    5- 

726    -    - 
450 

12.200    •    - 

270    -    - 

956    5    - 

l.llO    -    - 

29  nearly 
80      „ 

29i   „ 

30 
28  J 
30 

The  rents  and  pnr- 
chase-monies    in    aU 
cases  have  been  paid 
to  the  Chamberlain  of 
London,  and  applied 

poses  of  the  various 
V  Acts    of    Parliament 
authorising    and    di- 
recting the  improve- 
ments. 

J.Conttable      - 

Highitoeet,  ditto    . 

• 

80 

150 

175    -    - 

4,068  15    - 

27  i 

Set  detott  of  the 
receipt  of  rents  and 

W.Chadwick     - 

Ditto,  ditto  - 

- 

80 

60    -    - 

75    -    - 

1.687  10    - 

28J 

purchase-moniea,     in 
ai!count  hereunto  an- 

Ditto    .        -        . 

Connt«r.ctroet(Wardioiiie), 
ditto  .... 

80 

140 

230 

2,397  10    - 

17* 

nexed.  No.  8. 

Ditto     -        -       - 

High-ftreet,  ditto    • 

80 

33  17    3 

42    6    6f 

952    7    7 

28 1  nearly 

Ditto     .        -       . 

Ditto,  ditto  - 

80 

36 

45 

1.012  10    - 

28* 

MiktBnrkitt    -       • 

Tork-atrae^  ditto    . 

80^ 

40    -    - 

73    6    8 

1,000    -    - 

25 

W.  CbauwidE     ~       • 

High.atreet,  ditto    - 

80 

36  10    - 

*  45  12    6 

1,026  11     3 

28* 

Ditto     -        .        - 

Ditto,  ditto  - 

80 

48    4    - 

60    5    - 

1,440    -     - 

30  nearly 

Ditto     -        -       - 

Ditto,  ditto  • 

80 

50    -    - 

62  10    - 

1.500    -    - 

30 

Ditto     • 

Coimter^treet,  Sonihwark 

80 

31     8    9 

39    5  11 i 

538    7    4 

17* 

Ditto     ... 

. 

80 

24 

30    -    - 

675    -    - 

28* 

Ditto    . 

Ditto,  ditto  - 

- 

80 

19  16    - 

34  13    - 

594    -    - 

30 

J.  Honphery     - 

WeUtngtoD-street,  ditto 

- 

80 

75    -    - 

131    5    - 

2.306    5    - 

301 

Ditto     .        .       - 

* 

80 

100    -    - 

125    -    - 

3,150 

31 1 

Ditto     .        -        - 

Dnk&^treet,  ditto    - 

. 

80 

30 

37  10  .- 

903  15    - 

30* 

Ditto     .        -        - 

Ditto,  ditto  • 

- 

80 

50 

62  10    - 

1,506    5    - 

30* 

Ditto     - 

Ditto,  ditto  - 

- 

80 

30    -    - 

52  10    - 

915    -    - 

30* 

Ditto     - 

Ditto,  ditto   - 

- 

80 

30    -    - 

52  10    - 

915    -    - 

30* 

Ditto     -        -        . 

Ditto,  ditto    - 

- 

80 

30 

52  10    - 

915    -    - 

30* 

0.49. 


A    A  4 


Digitized  by 


{cfmiiwf€il) 


Google 


192 


APPENDIX  TO  REPORT  FJIOM  THE 


NAME 
OF  LfiSSEE. 

PREMISES 
WHERE  SITUATE. 

Term 
Granted. 

GROUND 
RENT. 

Amount  of 

Rent 

received. 

Amount  for 

which 

Ground  Rent 

and 

Reversions 

soUL 

Years' 
Purchase 
obtained. 

To  whom  Rents 

and 

Purohase-mooks  paid; 

:rowhat 
Porposei  applied. 

rears. 

£.    #.    d. 

£.     #. 

d. 

£.   #.    d. 

J.  Hnmphery    - 
Ditto     - 

Duke.«treet,  Sonthwark    - 
Ditto,  ditto  -        -        - 

80 
80 

30    -    - 
17  10    - 

52  10 
30  12 

6 

915    -  .  - 
525    ..    - 

30  J 
30 

Ditto     - 

WeUington-strcet  (Arches) 
ditto   -        -        -        . 

61 

156    -    - 

156    - 

_ 

3.000    -    - 

19  i  nearly 

W.  Chadwiok    - 

Ditto,  ditto  -        .        - 

61 

28    -    - 

35    - 

- 

539 

19  i  nearly 

J.  Mossop 
T.  Russell 

High.8treet,  ditto    - 
Ditto,  ditto    -        .        - 

80 
80 

17 

40    -    - 

25  10 

70    - 

- 

476    -    - 
1,200    -    - 

28 
30 

W.  Chadwiok    - 

Ditto,  ditto  -        -     "  - 

80 

36  11    - 

45  13 

9 

1,027  19    4 

28J 

J.  Humphery    - 

Wellmgton-street,  ditto    - 

80 

136  10    - 

443  12 

6 

4,095    -    - 

30 

W.  Chadwick     - 

Duke-street,  ditto    - 

80 

27 

94  10 

- 

817 

30  i 

Ditto     ... 

High-street,  ditto    - 

80 

50  18  10 

203  15 

4 

1,540    -    - 

30  i  nearly 

W.  Holcombe    - 

Duke-street,  ditto    - 

80 

27 

- 

- 

675 

25 

Samuel  Robertson 

King  William-street,  City 

79 

64  15    - 

113    6 

3 

1,950  11  10 

30  4 

G.  Davidson      - 

Ditto,  ditto  .        .        - 

80 

06    -    - 

96    - 

- 

3,264 

34 

W.  CurUng  and  others 

Ditto,  ditto  - 

80 

40    -    - 

40    - 

- 

1,125    -    - 

28  i 

J.  Matthew 

Ditto,  ditto   .        -        - 

80 

45    -    - 

45    - 

- 

1,305    -    - 

£9 

W.  Chadwick     .        . 

Ditto,  ditto  -        -        - 

80 

33 

33    ► 

- 

957    -    - 

29 

Ditto     - 

Ditto,  ditto   - 

80 

35    ^    - 

35    - 

- 

1,015    -    - 

29 

Ditto     - 

Ditto,  ditto   - 

80 

38    -    - 

38    - 

- 

1,102    -    - 

29 

0.  Stone  and  others  - 

Ditto,  ditto  ... 

80 

63  15    - 

26  17 

6 

1,558  15    - 

29 

W.  Chadwick     -        . 

Ditto,  ditto  .        .        - 

80 

16    -    - 

16    - 

- 

464    -    - 

29 

Ditto     . 

Ditto,  ditto  -        *        - 

80 

33 

33    - 

- 

957 

29 

Ditto     . 
S.  Ponder  - 

S.Baker   -       -        - 
Ditto     . 

Ditto     -        -        - 
Ditto     - 

Ditto     - 
Ditto     - 
Ditto     - 

Ditto     .        -        . 
Ditto     *        •        . 

Ditto,  ditto   .        .        s. 
Ditto,  ditto   - 

Arthur-street,  ditto 
Ditto,  ditto  - 
Ditto,  ditto  -        .        - 
Ditto,  ditto  • 

Fish.streetHill       . 
Ditto,  ditto  - 
Ditto,  dUto  - 

King  WiUiam.street,  ditto 
Ditto,  ditto  -        -        - 

80 
80 

80 
80 
80 
80 

80 
80 
80 

80 
80 

20    •    - 
66  10    - 

3^    -    - 
37    -    - 

37 

40 

20 

20 

35  16    3 

90 

55    -    - 

20    - 
49  17 

18  10 
18  10 
18  10 
20    - 

10    - 
10    - 
17  18 

45    - 
27  10 

6 

580    -    - 
1,928  10    - 

1,017  10    - 
1,017  10    - 
1,017  10    - 
1,100 

550 

550 

984  16  10 

2,430    -    - 

1,485    -    - 

29 

27* 
27  4 
27  4 
27  4 

27  J 
27  4 
27  i 

27 
27 

The  rents  and  pur- 
chascmonifs     in     all 
cases  have  been  paid 
to  the  Chamberiain  of 
Tendon,  and  applied 
by  him  to  the    pur- 
poses of  the  varioos 
>  Acta  of  Pariianoent  au- 
thorising and  directing 
the  improvements. 

i^M  detail  of  the  re- 
ceipt   of    rents    and 
parchase-monies       in 
Account  hereunto  an. 
nexed.  No.  8. 

Ditto     ... 
Ditto     . 

Ditto,  ditto  - 
Ditto,  ditto  - 

80 
80 

52    -    - 
52 

26    - 
26    - 

: 

1,430 

1,430    -    - 

27 
27 

Ditto     - 

Ditto,  ditto   -         -        ». 

80 

52    -    - 

26    - 

- 

1,430    -    - 

27 

Ditto     ... 

Ditto,  ditto  .  ^     - 

80 

52    -    - 

26    - 

- 

1,430 

27 

Ditto     -        .        - 

Ditto,  ditto  -        .        . 

80 

52    -    - 

26    - 

- 

1,430 

27 

Ditto     - 

Ditto,  ditto  >- 

80 

62    -    - 

13    - 

- 

1,705    

27 

Ditto     - 

Ditto,  ditto  -        4        t. 

80 

96    -    - 

48    - 

- 

3,264    -    - 

34 

S.  Fossick  and  another 

Ditto,  ditto  -        -        - 

80 

54 

40  10 

- 

1,836    -    - 

34 

' 

Wm>  Chadwick  . 

Ditto,  ditto  - 

60 

50    -    - 

50    - 

- 

1^450 

29 

J.  Albert  - 

Ditto,  ditto  - 

80 

76    -    - 

38    - 

- 

2,090 

27  4 

J.Foord   -        -       - 

Ditto>  ditto  .        -        « 

80 

54    -    - 

27    - 

" 

1,836 

34 

Wm.  Chadwick  - 

Ditto,  ditto  -        -        . 

80 

10 

10    - 

- 

290    -    - 

29 

G.  Deane  and  another 

Ditto,  ditto  « 

80 

131 

120    - 

- 

3.684    7    6 

28  4 

' 

C.Webb  -        -        - 

Ditto,  ditto  . 

80 

85 

127  10 

- 

2,550    -    - 

30 

J.  G.  Wrench    - 

Ditto,  ditto  - 

80 

106 

212    - 

- 

3,286    -    - 

81     • 

Wm.Sewell  and  another 

Ditto,  ditto  -        -        - 

80 

49    -    - 

85  15 

- 

1,476    2    6 

304 

Wm.  Chadwick  - 

Ditto,  ditto  - 

80" 

60    -    - 

45    - 

- 

1,807  10    - 

30  4 

Ditto 

Ditto,  ditto  ... 

80 

36    -    - 

-27    - 

- 

1,084  10    - 

30  4 

J.  Locke   . 

Arthur-street,  ditto - 

80 

25     -    - 

'6     5 

- 

800    -    - 

32 

- 
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Amount  for 

To  whom  Rents 

NAME 

PREMISES, 

Term 

GROUND 

Amount  of 
Rent 

which 
Ground  Rent 

Years' 
Purchase 

and 
Purchase-uuuiei  {.aid ; 

OF  LESSEE 

• 

WHERE  SITUATE, 

Granted. 

RENT. 

received. 

And 
sold. 

obtained. 

To  what 
Purposes  applied. 

rears. 

£.    #. 

d. 

£.     #    d. 

£.     «.    d. 

0.  Stone  «nd  another - 

Arthur-street,  City  ^ 

80 

68    - 

- 

34    -    - 

2,048  10    - 

30i 

W«.Chad1nck- 

- 

lOng  William-street,  ditto 

80 

87    - 

- 

27  15    - 

1,114  12    6 

30* 

J.  6.  Cope  and  othen 

Arthur-street,  ditto- 

80 

8    - 

- 

6    -    - 

248    -    - 

31 

Sir  C.  Price,  burt. 

- 

King  William-street,  ditto 

80 

130    - 

- 

-      NU      - 

4,046    5    - 

31* 

J.  and  W.  wad - 

- 

Arthur-street,  ditto - 

80 

17    - 

- 

17 

510 

30 

Wm.  Bennett    - 

- 

King  William-street,  ditto 

80 

25    - 

- 

•  12  10    - 

750 

30 

Ditto     -        - 

- 

Ditto,  ditto  -        -        - 

80 

30    - 

- 

15    -    - 

900 

30 

Ditto    -        - 

- 

Ditto,  ditto  .        -        - 

80 

50    - 

- 

25 

1,500 

30 

J.  Hndson 

- 

Ditto,  ditto  -        -        - 

80 

90    - 

- 

45    -    - 

2.700    -    - 

30 

Ditto    ' 

- 

Ditto,  ditto  . 

80 

77    - 

- 

38  10    - 

2,310    -    - 

30 

Ditto     - 

- 

Ditto,  ditto  ... 

80 

60    - 

- 

30    -    - 

1,800    -    - 

30 

Ditto     - 

- 

Ditto,  ditto  ... 

80 

45    - 

- 

22  10    - 

1.350    -    - 

30 

Ditto     - 

- 

Ditto,  ditto  ... 

80 

25    - 

- 

12  10    - 

750    -    - 

30 

H.  Paynter 

- 

Ditto,  ditto  - 

80 

40    - 

- 

20 

1,200    -    - 

30 

Ditto     - 

- 

Ditto,  ditto  -        -        - 

80 

39     8 

- 

19  14    - 

1,182    -    - 

30 

Ditto     - 

- 

Ditto,  ditto  ... 

80 

65    - 

- 

32  10    - 

1,950    -    - 

30 

J.  M.  Efana      - 

- 

Arthur-street,  ditto - 

80 

16    - 

- 

12    -    - 

482    -    - 

30* 

Ditto     ' 

. 

King  William-street,  ditto 

80 

50    - 

- 

50    -    --^ 

Ditto     - 

- 

Ditto,  ditto  .       .       - 

80 

76    - 

- 

76--} 

3,795  15    - 

30* 

D.Green  - 

- 

Ditto,  ditto  ... 

80 

95  13 

4 

287 

2,925    -    - 

30  i  nearly 

L.  South  - 

_. 

Ditto,  ditto  - 

80 

35  16 

3 

9    3    1^ 

1,074     7    6 

30 

Ditto     - 

. 

Ditto,  ditto  ... 

80 

50    - 

- 

12  10    - 

1,500 

30 

Ditto     - 

- 

Ditto,  ditto  ... 

80 

45    - 

- 

11     5    - 

1,350    -    - 

30 

The  rentti  and  pnr« 
ehase-monies    in    all 

B.  Atkinson       - 

- 

Ditto,  ditto  -        .        - 

80 

60    - 

- 

30    -    - 

1.800    -    - 

30 

J.  Hompherj     - 

- 

Ditto,  ditto  ... 

80 

43  14 

- 

21  17    - 

1,311    -    - 

30 

to  the  Chamberlain  of 
London,  and  applied 

Wm.  Chadwick  - 

- 

Adelaide-place,  &c.,  ditto  - 

80 

60    - 

- 

75    -    - 

1,830    -    - 

30  i 

by  him   to   ilie   pur- 

Ditto    - 

- 

Ditto,  ditto  - 

80 

60    - 

- 

75    -    - 

1.830 

30  i 

poses  of  the  various 
Acts    of    Parliament 

Ditto     - 

• 

DUto,  ditto  - 

80 

300    - 

"~ 

375    -    - 

9.600    -    - 

32 

.  authorising    and    di- 
recting the  improve- 

S.South  . 

- 

80 

45    - 

- 

11     5    - 

1,350    -    - 

30 

ments. 

J.  Lart     . 

- 

Gresham-street,  ditto 

79 

40    - 

- 

10    -    - 

1,320    -    - 

33 

See   detail  of   the 
receipt  of  rents  and 
purchase-monies,     in 
account  hereunto  an- 

L. South   - 

- 

King  William-street,  ditto 

80 

25    - 

- 

18  15    - 

726 

29  nearly 

J.Lart      -        . 

- 

Gresham-street,  ditto 

79 

303    - 

- 

75  15    - 

9.300 

30} 

nexed,  No.  H. 

J.  Hudson 

- 

ArthuT'Street,  ditto- 

80 

24  10 

- 

24  10    - 

715 

29* 

Abel  Smith  and  othera 

Mansion  House-place,  &c., 

80 

80    - 

« 

... 

2,400    -    - 

30 

ditto  .       -       -        . 

J.  Hndson 

-. 

Arthur-street  West  - 

80 

71     4 

6 

71    4    6 

2,140    -    ~ 

30  nearly 

fishmongers'  Company 
Ditto     - 

Upper  Thames-street,  City 
Ditto,  ditto  ... 

80 

80 

26    - 
70    - 

_ 

Nil        \ 
-        NU        / 

2.000    -    - 

20  f  nearly 

J.  Barlow  . 

King  William-street,  ditto 

80 

50    - 

. 

37  10    - 

1,510    -    - 

30*  nearly 

Ditto     - 

Ditto,  ditto   . 

80 

30    - 

- 

15    -    - 

902    -    - 

30  nearly 

B.Shaw    . 

Ditto,  ditto  ... 

80 

41  10 

- 

41  10    - 

1.245    -    - 

30 

Ditto     . 

Ditto,  ditto    ... 

80 

44  10 

- 

44  10    - 

1.340    -    - 

30  nearly 

J.  Skinner 

Moorgate.street,  ditto      - 

80 

18    - 

- 

•s 

Ditto     - 

Ditto,  ditto  - 

80 

16    - 

- 

Ditto     - 
Ditto     . 

Ditto,  ditto   ... 
Ditto,  ditto   ... 

80 
80 

16    - 
30    - 

_ 

U       Nil       - 

5,300    -    - 

33* 

Ditto     . 

Ditto,  ditto   .        •        - 

80 

34 

_ 

Ditto     . 

Ditto,  ditto   -        -        - 

80 

46    - 

- 

J 

C.R.  Howard    . 

King  William-street,  ditto 

80 

10    - 

_ 

-        Nil        - 

300    -    - 

30 

J.J.Tknncr       - 

Ditto,  ditto  ... 

80 

48     - 

- 

24    -    - 

1.445    -     - 

30  nearly 

E.Ronahl8 

Thames-street,     ditto     (a 

vault)    .        .        -        - 

- 

30    - 

- 

300 

500 

16  J 

W.  L.  Grace,  leased  to 

LitUe  East  Cheap,  City  - 

80 

36    - 

- 

109     1    -^ 

6  15    -I 

6  15    - 

6  15    -J 

Smpson 

- 

W.  Chadwick      . 

- 

Ditto,  ditto  . 

80 

9    - 

- 

1.940     8     - 

30  }  nearly 

Ditto     - 

• 

Ditto,  ditto  - 

80 

9    - 

„ 

Ditto     - 

• 

Ditto,  ditto   ... 

80 

9    - 

- 

WnuWalford     - 

. 

Swan  Alley,  ditto  (count- 

4 

ing-house)    ... 

21 

15    - 

- 

22  10    - 

. 

- 

W.  Webster 

- 

Coleman-street,  ditto 

- 

130    - 

- 

357  10    - 

1.700 [ 

13  nearly 

i 

0-49- 


Ub 
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APPENDIX  TO  REPORT  FROM  THE 


Amount  for 

To  whom  Rents 

N  A  M  E 

PREMISES 

Tferm 

GROUND 

Amount  of 
Rent 

which 

Ground  Rent 

and 

Years' 
Purchase 

and 
Purchase-monies  paid ; 

OP   LESSEE. 

WHERE  SITUATE. 

Granted. 

RENT. 

received. 

Reversions 
sold. 

obtained. 

To  what 
Purposes  applied. 

Veari. 

£     s.    d. 

£.    *.    d. 

£.    s. 

d. 

R.  Hawkins 

LondoQ  WaU,  City  - 

21 

80    -    - 

170    -    - 

- 

. 

.        -        - 

\. 

John  Hawke 

Lad-lane,  ditto 

80 

122    -    - 

Nil 

3,775    - 

- 

31  nearly 

Wm.  Chadwick. 

Arthui.8treet,  ditto  - 

80 

30    -    - 

67  10    - 

930    - 

- 

31 

J.  Hawke  -        .        * 

Lad-lane,  ditto 

80 

103    ^    - 

Nil 

3,200    - 

- 

31  nearly 

J.Lloyd    . 

King  Walliam-street,  ditto 

80 

50    -    - 

125    -    - 

1,512  10 

- 

30i 

J.  Hudson 
Ditto     - 
J.Lloyd    .        -        - 

Lothbwy,  ditto        -       ,- 
Ditto,  ditto    - 
King  WiUiam-street,  ditto 

80 
80 
80 

205    -    -\ 

195   -  -r 

73    6    4 

Na      - 

183    5  10 

14,241     4 
2,217  16 

10 

7 

*35i  nearly 
30i 

*  This  sum*  includes 
interest  on  purchase* 
money. 

Cateat»n -street,  ditto 

79 

180    -    - 

Nil 

5,760    - 

- 

32 

W.  Bailey - 

King  William-street,  ditto 

80 

94*17     - 

260  16    9 

2,987  15 

6 

m 

W.  B.Gamey    - 

Moorgate-strect,  ditto 

79 

105    -    - 

-      Na      - 

1,500    - 

- 

14  i  nearly 

W.  Chadwick    - 

King  WUliam-street,  ditto 

80 

45    -    - 

123  15    - 

1,383  15 

- 

30} 

J.  Bazendale  &  another 

Lad-lane,  ditto 

79 

200    -    - 

-        Nil 

6,466    - 

- 

32  i  nearly 

W.  Chadwick     -        - 

King  Wiiliam.street,  ditto 

80 

50    -    - 

112  10    - 

1,537  10 

- 

30} 

W.  Tite     - 

Cateaton-street,  ditto 

79 

126    -    - 

1,228  10    - 

379    - 

- 

t30  nearly 

t  Deposit  only,  paid 

W.  Chadwick    - 

King  William-street,  ditto 

80 

35    -    - 

78  15    - 

1,076    5 

- 

30} 

within    the    time  «f 

London  Life  Associa- 
tion      -        .        - 

Ditto,  ditto   - 

80 

163     7     6 

285  18     1 i 

5,228    - 

— 

32 

this  account. 

J.J.  Skilbeck   -        - 

Upper  Thame»-strect,  ditto 

80 

14    -    - 

Nil 

420     - 

_ 

30 

J.  G.  Cope 

Arthur.street,  ditto  - 

80 

12  12    - 

9    9- 

404    - 

- 

32  nearly 

J.  Walters 

King-Street,  ditto     - 

80 

120    -    - 

330    -    - 

3,840    - 

- 

32 

Sir  John  Key,  Bart.  - 

King  William-street,  ditto 

80 

35    -    - 

NU 

1,060    - 

- 

30 

6.  Knott  - 

Upper  Thames-street,  ditto 

21 

300    -    - 

750    -    - 

6,000    - 

- 

20 

H.  Cheape  and  others 

Little  East  Cheap,  ditto  - 

80 

3     8- 

NU        - 

102    " 

- 

30 

J.  Hudson 

Moorgate-street,  ditto 

80 

20    -    - 

95    -    - 

640    - 

- 

32 

Ditto     - 

Ditto,  ditto   - 

80 

165    -    - 

-        Nil        . 

3,500    - 

- 

21}  nearly 

S.  Merry  -        -        - 

Arthur-street,  West,  ditto 

80 

10    -    - 

-        Nil        . 

300    - 

- 

30 

J.  J.  Tanner 

King  William-street,  ditto 

80 

88    5  10 

242  16    -J 

2,648  15 

- 

30 

W.  Chadwick     - 

Adelaide-place.  (Arches), 

ditto     -        -        -        - 

60 

60    -    - 

545    -    - 

1,080    - 

- 

18 

Ditto     - 

King  WUliam-^treet,  ditto 

60 

95 

525    -    - 

1,710    - 

- 

18 

J.  Smith  and  others    - 

Lombard-street,  ditto 

80 

500    -    - 

-        NU        - 

15,000    - 

- 

30 

J.  Hudson 

King  William-street,  ditto 

80 

228    -    - 

513    -    - 

7.182    - 

- 

31  i 

yishmougers*  Company 

Adelaide-place    (Arches), 

The  rents  and  pur- 

ditto     -        -        .        . 

60 

75 

787  10    - 

1,300    - 

- 

17* 

J.  Hudson 

King  WUliam  street,  ditto 

80 

140    -    - 

315    -    - 

4,410    - 

- 

31  J 

cases  have  been  paid 
to  the  Chamberlain  of 

H.  Johnson 

Moorgate-street,  ditto 

80 

45    -    - 

22  10    - 

1,417  10 

- 

2}t 

London,  and  applied 

Ditto      ... 

Ditto,  ditto  . 

80 

31 

15  10    - 

976  10 

- 

31* 

by  him   to  the  pur- 

W. Crawshay     - 

Upper  Thames.8treet,  ditto 

80 

105 

262  10    - 

3,164    - 

- 

30}  nearly 

poses  of  the  vaims 
'  Acts    of    Parliament 

t.  Haynes  and  others - 

Moorgate-street,  ditto 

80 

87  10    - 

18  15    - 

1,205    - 

- 

11^ 

authorising    and    di- 

J. Hudson 

Ditto,  ditto   - 

80 

150    -    - 

600    -    - 

4,800    - 

- 

32 

recting  the  improve- 

€. Good    . 

Ditto,  ditto   -        .        . 

80 

30    -    - 

15    -    - 

965    - 

- 

32}  nearly 

ments. 

Fishmongers'  Company 

Upper  Thames-street,  ditto 

80 

86    -    - 

-        NU        . 

1.715  17 

9 

20 

8e€   detaU   of  liw 

Innholders*  Company  - 

Moorgate-street,  ditto 

80 

35    -    - 

-        NU        - 

1,120    - 

- 

32 

receipt  of  rents  and 

J.  J.  Tanner      * 

Ditto,  ditto 

79 

35    -    - 

140    -    -1 

purchase-monies,     in 

Ditto     .        -        - 
Ditto     . 

Ditto,  ditto    - 
Ditto,  ditto   - 

79 
79 

50    -    - 
35    -    - 

200     -    -1 
140     -    -f 

5,750    r- 

- 

31 }  nearly 

account  hereunto  an- 
nexed.  No.  8. 

Ditto      ... 

Ditto,  ditto   - 

79 

62    -    - 

248     -    -J 

t 

H.  Paynter 

Ditto,  ditto  - 

80 

25    -    - 

-        Nil        . 

775    - 

- 

31 

J.Taylor  - 

Ditto,  ditto  - 

79 

50    -    - 

-        Nil        - 

1,575    - 

- 

31  i 
31 1 

W.  Chadwick     - 

Ditto,  ditto  . 

79 

40    -    - 

-        NU        . 

1,260    -- 

- 

T.  B.  Simpson  - 

LitUe  East  Cheap,  ditto  - 

79 

40    -    - 

10    -    - 

1,120    - 

_ 

28 

W.  Webster       - 

Moorgate-street,  ditto 

80 

42     -    - 

31  10    - 

1,302    - 

- 

31 

D.  Allan    - 

Lothbury,  ditto 

79 

104    -     - 

286    -    - 

3,250    - 

- 

31} 

W.  Webster       - 

Moorgate-street,  ditto 

80 

42    -    - 

31  10    - 

1,270  10 

. 

30} 

J.  Paynter          t 

Ditto,  ditto   . 

79 

125  15    - 

NU 

4,024    - 

- 

32 

Ditto      -        -        - 

Ditto,  ditto   -         -        - 

79 

33    -    - 

24  15     -1 

25  10    - 

Ditto      . 

Ditto,  ditto   -         -        - 

79 

34     -    - 

3,226    - 

- 

32  }  nearly 

Ditto      - 

Ditto,  ditto   - 

79 

33    -    - 

24  15     -J 

Ditto     - 

Lothbury,  ditto 

79 

115     -    - 

NU 

3,672  10 

9 

32  nearly 

R.  Palliscr 

Moorgate-street,  ditto 

79 

52  10    - 

26     5    - 

1,640  12 

6 

31  i 

T.  Haynes  and  others  - 

Ditto,  ditto   .        -        - 

79 

40    -    - 

160    -    -\ 

2,566    - 

32 

Ditto     -         -        - 

Ditto,  ditto  -        -        - 

79 

40    -    - 

160     -    -/ 

J.  Paynter 

Ditto,  ditto   -        -        - 

79 

23    -    - 

17    5    -^ 

Ditto      - 

Ditto,  ditto   .        -        - 

79 

23    -    - 

17    5    - 

Ditto      - 

Ditto,  ditto   - 

79 

23     -    - 

17    5    - 

4,709  11 

30} 

Ditto      - 

Dilto,  ditto   ... 

79 

22  13     9 

17    -    3}) 

G.  &  J.  Turner  - 

Ditto,  ditto    - 

79 

32    -    - 

24     -    - 

Ditto      - 

Ditto,  ditto   -        -        - 

79 

32    -    - 

24     -    -  J 

G.  T.  Nicholson 

King  WiUiam-street,  ditto 

80 

162    -    - 

Nil 

4,283  18 

8 

26 1  nearly 

W.  M.  Christy  - 

Gracechurch-street,  ditto  - 

79 

100    -    - 

-        NU        - 

3,200     - 

- 

32 

J.  Chappell 

Lombard-street,  ditto 

Z7i 

105    -    - 

945    -    - 

X  -       - 

. 

- 

^£.2.300,  the  pur- 

W. D.  Hebden  and  an- 
other     - 

Moorgate-street,  ditto 

79 

140     -    - 

840    -    - 

4,281    - 

^ 

30  1  nearly 

chase  money  for  this 
ground   rent,  carried 
to  account  under  Act 

R.  A.  Hidden     . 

Ditto,  ditto   -        -        - 

79 

HO    -    - 

80     -    -1 

5  &  6  Vict,  c  101 

Ditto      • 

Ditto      -        -.      .. 
j;  Faynter 

Ditto,  ditto   - 

Ditto,  ditto  -        -        - 

Dilto,  ditto   -        .        - 

79 
79 
79 

160    -    ^ 
6:5     3     9 
76     -  10 

270     -    - 
126     7     6j 
57    -    7i 

11,622    - 
2,300    5 

32 
30} 

*f     Vb      V        •  IVV.     !*•       AW&0 

the  powers  of  the  for- 
mer Act  having  es* 
pired. 

L.  Taverner 

1 

Ditto,  ditto    - 

79 

60     -    - 

Nil 

1,860    - 

■ 

/ 
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SELECT  COMMITTEE  ON  COALS  (METROPOLIS). 

i9< 

Amount  for 

To  uhoni  TJoiifs 

NAME 

PREMISES 

Term 

ground 

Amount  of 
Rent 

which 
Ground  Bent 

Years' 
Purchase 
obtained. 

h)k{ 

OF    LESSEE. 

WHERE  SITUATE. 

Granted. 

RENT. 

ReceiTcd. 

and 
RerersioB! 

Sold. 

1 

To  what 

Years. 

£.    #. 

d. 

£.   $.    d. 

£.    #. 

d. 

T.Pfper    - 

Rrii-street  Hill,  Qty 

80 

25    - 

- 

162  10    - 

750    - 

- 

30 

J,  Frodsbam       - 

Graoediarch-Btraet,  ditto  - 

80 

37    - 

- 

9    5-- 

1,119    5 

_ 

30i 

W.  Curling  and  others 

Fish-street  Hill,  Chapel,  do. 

80 

120    - 

- 

420    -    - 

3,360    - 

_ 

28 

Great  Western  Railway 

PrtDces-fltreet,  ditto 

80 

17    - 

- 

12  15    - 

500    - 

^ 

29  I  ncM-ly 

J.Wilson-        -        - 

Moorgate-street,  ditto 

79 

130    - 

- 

- 

4,160    - 

- 

32 

JU  A.  Barton     -       .- 

80 

45    • 

- 

101     5    -n 
101     5    -  I 

Ditto     -        -        - 

Ditto,  ditto  ... 

80 

45    - 

_ 

7,625    - 

30  i 

Ditto     -        -        . 

Ditto,  ditto  - 

80 

60    - 

_ 

135     -    -  ( 
225    -    -J 

Ditto     - 

Ditto,  ditto  ... 

80 

100    - 

- 

J,  Pkynter 

Moorgate-street,  ditto      - 

80 

22    - 

- 

60  10    -n 
104  10    -J 

30}        , 

Ditto     .        -        , 

Ditto,  ditto  - 

80 

38    - 

_ 

1,815    - 

— 

Ditto     -        -        . 

Ditto,  ditto  - 

79 

50    - 

_ 

1,600    - 

- 

32 

Ditto.    - 

Ditto,  ditto  -» 

79 

29    2 

« 

116     8    -1 

Ditto     -        -        - 

Ditto,  ditto  - 

79 

28    - 

_ 

112    -    -  I 

2,780    - 

_ 

32  }  nearly 

Ditto     -        -        - 

Ditto,  ditto  - 

79 

28    - 

- 

112    -    -J 

W.Chadwick     -        . 

Lidle  East  Cheap,  ditto  - 

80 

9J7 

6 

9  17     6 

318  10 

- 

32  i  nearly 

Ditto     -        -        - 

Ditto,  ditto  ... 

80 

12    - 

» 

12    -    - 

387    - 

_ 

32  i 

Ditto     -        -        . 

Ditto,  ditto  ... 

80 

12    - 

__ 

12    -    - 

387    - 

_ 

Ditto     ... 

Ditto,  ditto  ... 

80 

12    - 

- 

12    -    - 

387    - 

- 

- 

T.  Haynes  and  others 

Moorgate-street,  ditto 

79 

30    - 

_ 

127  10-1 
110    -    -J 

Ditto     -        .        - 

Ditto,  ditto  - 

79 

27  10 

^ 

1,725    - 

- 

30 

Ditto     .        -        - 

Coleman-street.  ditto 

79 

15    - 

_ 

63  15    - 

450    - 

_ 

30 

Ditto     - 

Moorgate-street,  ditto      - 

79 

35    - 

- 

148  15    - 

1,060    - 

- 

30  i  nearly 

Drapers'  Company 

Arthar-street  West,  ditto 

80 

20    - 

_ 

.        »        — 

600    - 

_ 

30 

W.  Chadwick    - 

Little  East  Cheap,  ditto  - 

80 

12    - 

- 

27    -    - 

387    - 

- 

32i 

The  rents  and  pur- 
chase monies  in  all  cases 

H.  Paynter 

Moorgate-street,  ditto      - 

79 

25    - 

__ 

NU    - 

775    - 

_ 

31 

have  been  paid  to  the 

"W.  Chadwick     - 

Little  East  Cheap,  ditto  - 

80 

12    - 

- 

27 

387    - 

_ 

32  i 

Chamberlain  of  London, 
and  applied  by  him  to 

W.  Hunter 

Moorgate-street,  ditto      - 

79 

112    - 

_ 

NU    -        - 

3,472    - 

_ 

31 

the  purposes  of  the  va- 

"W.  Chadwick     - 

Little  East  Cheap,  ditto  - 

80 

12    - 

- 

27    -    - 

387    - 

- 

32  i 

rious  Acts  of  Parliament 
authorising  and  direct- 

Ditto    - 

Ditto,  ditto  -        -        . 

80 

12    - 

_ 

27    -    - 

387    - 

_ 

321 

ing  the  improvements. 

Ditto     - 

Ditto,  ditto  ... 

80 

12    - 

- 

27    -    - 

387    - 

- 

32  i 

See  detaU  of  Oie  re- 

J.Lewis   - 

Arthur-street,  ditto - 

80 

5    - 

„ 

- 

150    - 

_ 

30 

ceipt  of  rents  and  pur* 

T.  Piper    .        -        . 

Little  East  Cheap,  ditto  - 

80 

20    - 

- 

20    -    - 

605    - 

- 

30^ 

chase  monies,  in  aoeoiuit 
hereunto  annexed,  No.  & 

SirH.Wmcock&others 

King  William-street,  ditto 

80 

80    - 

- 

100    -    - 

2,475    - 

- 

31  nearly 

W.  Chadwick     -        - 

Little  Towerustreet,  ditto  - 

79 

33  10 

- 

75    7    6 

1,006    - 

- 

30 

IHtto     - 

Ditto,  ditto  ... 

79 

22    - 

_ 

49  10    - 

709  10 

- 

32  i 

Ditto     - 

Ditto,  ditt»  ... 

79 

27    - 

- 

60  15    - 

811    - 

- 

30  nearly 

Ditto     . 

Ditto,  ditto  - 

79 

27    - 

_ 

60  15    - 

870  15 

- 

32i 

l>itto     .        -        - 

Ditto,  ditto   - 

79 

27    - 

- 

60  15    - 

811    ^ 

- 

30  nearly 

Ditto     -        -        - 

Ditto,  ditto  .        .       - 

79 

18    - 

- 

40  10    - 

560  10 

- 

«2i 

Dittd     . 

Ditto,  ditto  .        -        - 

79 

15    - 

_ 

33  15    - 

483  15 

- 

32  i 

Ditto     - 

LitUe  East  Cheap,  ditto  - 

79 

24    - 

_ 

132    -    - 

720    - 

_ 

30 

Ditto     - 

Ditto,  ditto  -        .        - 

79 

13    - 

- 

29    5    -\ 
26    3   li/ 

763    7 

6 

31 

Ditto     - 

Ditto,  ditto  ... 

79 

11  12 

6 

H.  Rowles         -        . 

Lomhard-street 

80 

140    - 

- 

. 

4,200    - 

- 

30 

W.  Chadwick    - 

Upper  Thames-street      - 

80 

17    - 

- 

187  ,  -    - 

544    - 

- 

32 

Dit^     -        -        - 

Ditto    -        -        -       - 

80 

20    - 

_ 

97  13    4 

Unsold. 

... 

Ditto     - 

Ditto    .... 

80 

15     - 

- 

. 

-    -  ditto. 

. 

Ann  Smith 

Fiih-street  HiU        -        - 

- 

2    2 

^ 

10  10    - 

-    -  ditto. 

■  - 

1 

no  ground  rent  was  created. 

# 

Railway          -        •     Duke-strcet,  Southwark  - 

. 

„ 

, 

... 

11,150    - 

_ 

London  and  Binning^ 

ham  Railway-        -     King  WiUiam-street 

To- 

FALS   -      - 

fj 

. 

4,444     - 

6 

26.382    5    8f 

529,680  15 

6 

Chamber  of  London,  Guildhall,  1 
7  April  1853.  / 


A.  Brownf  Chamberlaim 
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APPENDIX  TO  REPORT  FROM  THE 


No.  13.— A  RETURN  of  the  Incomb  and  Expenditure  in  relation  to  Improvements  authorised  by  the  Act 

6  &  6  Vict.,  c.  101,  Schedule  1. 

Dr.  ^'•• 


To  Cash  by  the  sale  of  Sarplos  Ground  remainiDg 
after  the  formation  of  the  Streets  -        •     .   • 

To  Amount  contributed  by  the  Corporation  of  Lon- 
don  in  aid  of  the  Improvements,  the  funds  provided 
by  Parliament  having  proved  insufficient 

To  Costs  incurred  in  connexion  with  the  purchase  of 
Property     ----.--- 


To  the  Sale  of  old  Materials 


37,626  10    1 


15,240    4     6 


53,901  12    9 


By  the  Purchase  of  Freehold,  Leasehold,  and  other 
Interests  in  Ground  and  Buildings  for  the  purposes 
of  the  said  Acts  ------- 

By  Law  Charges,  Costs  in  disputed  Claims,  &c. 

By  deficienciefl  of  Rates,  Tkies,  &c.  -        .        - 

By  Surveyor's  Charges  for  valuing  Property,  &c. 

By  Compensation  to  Evening  Lecturer,  Parish  Clerk, 
and  others,  for  loss  of  Fees,  &c.,  by  the  pulling 
down  of  Saint  Bennett  Fink  Church      -        .        . 

By  Expenses  in  connexion  with  the  pulling  down  of 
the  Church  of  Saint  Bennett  Fink,  and  removal  of 
the  Bodies,  &c.  ---.... 

By  Sundry  and  Miscellaneous  Expenses    -        .        . 
Balance  in  hand  on  the  31st  December  1852    - 


£.       t.  d. 

45,128     1  11 

4,505     1  - 

87  10  4 

53    8  6 

470    -  - 

968  15  6 

24     1  - 


51.236  18    3 
2,664  14    6 


53,901  1^    9 


Chamber  of  London,  Guildhall, ) 
6  April  1853.  / 


A,  Brown,  Chamberlain. 


No.  12. — A  RETURN  of  the  Income  and  Expenditure  in  pursuance  of  Act  6  Sc  6  Vict.,  c.  101,  so  far  as  relates  to 
Money  authorised  to  be  received  towards  making  a  New  Street  from  Farringdon  Street  to  Clerkenwell  Green. 


Br. 

Cr. 

' 

£.       «.     d. 

£.       f.   d. 

To  Cash  of  the  Governor  and  Company  of  the  Bank 

of  England,  the  Sum  authorised  to  be  raised 

25,000    -    - 

pointed  by  an  Act  passed  in  the  4th  year  of  Her 
Majesty's  reign,  intituled,  '*  An  Aet  for  opening  a 
Street  to  Clerkenwell  Green,  in  the  County  of  Mid- 
dlesex, in  continuation  of  the  New  Street  from 
Farringdon  Street,  in  the  "City  of  London,"  pur- 
suant to  the  Act  5th  &  6th  Vict.  c.  101,  under  the 
sanction  of  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  Her  Ma. 
jesty's  Treasury,  towards  the  expense  of  completing 
the  said   Street  finom  Fkrringdon   Street  towards 

/ 

/ 

ClerkenweU  Green 

£. 

25,000    -    - 

£. 

25,000    -    - 

25,000    -    - 

Chamber  of  London,  Guildhall, ) 
6  April  1853.  j 


A,  Br^mk,  CbunberlaiA. 


No.  13. — A  RETURN  of  the  Income  and  Expenditure  in  respect  of  Impbotements  authorised  to  be  effected  in 
pursuance  of  the  Acts  of  Parliament,  13  &  14  Vict.,  c.  103,  and  14  &  16  Vict.,  c.  ,  enabling  the  Mayor  and 
Commonalty  and  Citizens  of  the  City  of  London  to  complete  the  Improvements  authorised  to  be  made  by  the 
Clerkenwell  Improvement  Commissioners,  from  the  passing  of  the  first-mentioned  Act  to  81  December  J  852. 


Br. 


Cr. 


To  Balance  from  the  late  Clerkenwell  Commissioners 
To  Loan  raised  under  Act  13  &  14  Vict.  c.  103 
To  Sale  of  Securities       --.--- 
To  Interest  on  Monies  invested         .        .        -        . 

To  Sale  of  Old  Materials 

To  Rents  received 

To  incidental  Receipt 


£.      *.    d. 
2    4     1 


88,000    -  - 

84,401  10  6 

3,100  16  6 

500    -  - 

108  10  7 

16  18  - 


176,130    8    8 


By  discharge  of  Mortgages  of  the  late  ClerkenweU 
Improvement  Commissioners,  with  Interest  - 


By  purchase  of  Securities         -        .        -  . 

By  purchase  of  Ground   -        -        -        -  - 

By  Law  Charges,  Costs,  he,  -  -  -  - 
By  Rents  and  Deficiencies  of  Rates,  Taxes,  9co. 
By  Surveys  and  Valuations  of  Premises     - 

By  Salaries  and  Allowances  .  .  .  - 
By  Cost  of  Repairing  and  Shoring  Premises 

By  incidendal  Expenses  .        .        -  - 


{       £.       #.  <t 

I  37,470  19  5 

I  84,968     -  6 

29,527  16  11 

2,079     5  9 

2,594     6  5 

1,881   19  6 

513  10  - 

715  19  6 

69     6  6 


Balance  in  hand  on  the  3l8t  December  1852    - 

£. 


159.821  4  6 
16,309  4  2 


176,130  8  8 


Chamber  of  London,  GuQdhall,! 
6  April  1853.  / 


A,  Brown,  Chamberlain. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


SELECT  COMMITTEE  ON  COALS  (METROPOLIS). 


^99 


^° 

•So 

1- 


.  o 

c  ^ 
•«  o 

g  ^ 

^    Cft 

l§ 

<u  1*4 


II 


QQ 


■*^  o 

»o  2 
co*^ 
•-»  '*^ 

CB    4> 

«  a 

^^ 

^  a 

5« 
S5  . 

-gas 

^  S?  h 
o  «»  e« 

g^  • 

s^  ® 

^  c  S 
*^^  5- 

<^   ■*>»    OS 

*"^  s 
*?.>^ 

I -5  g 

6 
525 


^-              <MO        »0 

i-l         r-l 

1 

c4 

eo       CI 

»-4 

'* 

1      a><0     s;  1    1       1    1    1        1 

«>•       f* 

g 

00 

o»»^      00 

»0         04 

^              ,-«              <N 

CI      eo 

l-H 

'i*' 

CO 

l-l 

^ 

*«       S^i  .  ^ 

r 

•^ 

«e             d  "^       t^ 

eo      d 

l-H 

'^J* 

1     -  -    1 1  1 1  1    1 

i-i      <-i 

00 

»o       f* 

00 

m\                    ■*  0>           »-« 

xn      oi 

o 

•^ 

^        i-S     o 

»^      d 

M* 

<N              <N 

-«*• 

-* 

fH 

f-^ 

•^^       :3ro    ^ 

H:i 

•4iS 

O         ^ 

■^ 

® 

••           coto      o            .... 

1       CO 

r* 

-^ 

„  «l 1 1  1 1 1    1 

'^ 

00 

O        OD 

i-H 

t 

1-^ 

«A.     =s   s. 

CO       eo 

-*          CO 

i^ 

1-4                  1^ 

eo 

CO 

O        CO 

f.^ 

^          «o«o      «o 

CO 

o 

•«i(«  kO         d 

d             f-4 

f.^ 

••         •-•'-•                      ... 

« 

1       .c«      «        1 

O         00 

d 

00 

dOD        t^       t 

O        OO 

s 

^              1-.0         "^ 

<>»       d 

cT 

cT 

f^ 

f^ 

^^ 

^            00<O       ^                 <o 

H* 

H* 

t 

t>.       O 

00 

m               rt  »rt        O                 .   «^     .      . 

t^     o» 

00 

CO 

1   --  - 

l-H 

00 

■«•«      in               lO 

o>      o 

00 

t^ 

«rt      SS    S          2 

§  - 

g 

»-«           »-« 

CO 

CO" 

•^ 

f-^ 

^           «   1       o 

1     , 

t>» 

^           c««o      t>» 

«o 

<o 

03 

1      ^               1    t    1    .    1    1       1 

^^     *^  1   1       '              1 

^ 

00 

1-^ 

^           o            »-* 

d 

c^        ■ 

cT 

»-« 

•-^         ■ 

"^ 

•<»         ^^o.     e« 

r  . 

T 

g 

«0 
00 

'l    *"     '  IMMI     1 

o 

00 

Ok 

Ok 

r-4 

<rt             Ojo        00 

»o 

»o 

u 

- 

o                               ' 

1-^ 

i-H 

1— • 

:^; 

•«       3Pi     ^ 

T     . 

T 

HH 

u5 

••               *^CQ        00                              ... 

Ok 

Ok 

CO 

1                                                 1     • 

l-H             1 

f^ 

00 

.  *      aoo>      o>   '        ' 

^ 

<P 

!-• 

s 

W 

oT                          ' 

©       • 

O 

^ 

^         2  1      <o               • 

•o        • 

lO 

.^               <0  K^        t^ 

(.14 

l-« 

CO 

-|          --        -     1     1      1     .            1            1 

w^         , 

r-4 

00 

^        53S     S 

i-H 

(O 

^H 

<•!         SS     «^ 

00 

«l 

00                                   • 

cT       • 

Ok 

•M                             V^* 

H-» 

H* 

. 

•«          o»«o      »o                1 

00           I 

00 

OO 

•£           eod      CO   .    _       O    .    . 

Ok 

Ok 

CO 

1      -    ■  M  I-"  1  1     1 

00 

0k  00        <P                    CI 

'^ 

^              -««tO        CO 

"^ 

-v 

00 

Ok          ' 

Ok 

e5 

T     . 

-«« 

^  CI        lO  tO 

-* 

"^ 

00 

"-     -    •  1 1 1  •  1  1    1 

i-H              , 

00 

Si 

§3 

00*^              •                     * 

o         ' 

o 

OO 

of  duet  payable  imd«r  Act  47 
.68 

of  tbe  duty  of  out  penny  per  ton 

of  reftU  of  offices  at  Coal  Market  - 
Is  on  Goremment  securities  pur- 
sale  of  securities  -        •        -        - 

iy  loan        -        .        .        -        - 
nt  of  loan  from  Coal-wbippers*  Fund 
contribnted  by  Corporation  towards 
mg  the  fund          -        -        -        - 

V 

li 

'A 

1 

• 
1 

1 

F- 

To  balance 

Geo.  3,  c 
To  amount 

on  coals 
To  amount 
To  divideui 

chased 
To  cash  by 
To  the  sale 
To  rents  of 
To  casual  r 
To  tcijipora 
To  repayme 
To  amount 

maintain] 

II 

*« 

.3 
1, 

<o  t>» 

«o 

04 

O  Ok 

o 

•• 

PH 

O 

1 

1 

00 

<rt 

CO  CI    1 

1 1 


I  -- 


00 


o 

00 


_  o 


^       00 


2  I 


I  Ok  ^ 

kO  d 
»o 


O  OOk 

« ooo 


-  ,  2     -- 


^ 


d  d  »o   • 

OOkO 


00 


«♦< 


-I   —  - 

•°  .^«0  lO    I  «o 

«   g  CO  »>.00  Ok 
I    8  "S  ^00  d  d 

g*S  CKOOd 

5^ 


00 
00 


00 


u 


coco  00         "^ 


^ 


I  l^^sss  '* 


f-Tco 


-ol 

*[^<0'*d     I   00"*     I 

i^  a 

o  g  Fi  eor^   I  ^  lO    I 

Is  ►«ft0€000k»^0 
C  OOkiO»^S»000 
fc^  Jrc0Od©»^dO 


00 


lO 
00 


CO 
00 


o 
o 

o 


*«        Ok 


o  ^ 

lOOO 


.  CO  »0    I 

I  ^  dr^ 

^  "^r  od 

^  'W!'         CO 


Ok  eo  -^ 
<«  00  Ok 
t>>        kO  00 


3r 


Ok    I 

O  00 


w 


^  ^  d 

d  oo«o 

»0  rfS  «>• 

fH  CI 


s 

CO 


to 


Ok 
Ok 

% 

«o 

40 


I 
d 


1-4 

© 


© 

CO 


CO         (O 

1-4 

Ok  fH 
«0  kO 
00        CO 


2 


i 

9 


«^ 


1.    ! 


»i4 

o 
Eh 


^-•H 


^^^^ 


P  P  P  r®  r® 


5- 

o    . 

I! 

l> 

^d 


0.49, 


B  B  4 


Digitized  by 


Google 


200 


APPENDIX  TO  REPORT  FROM  THE 


JO 

§ 

Q 

CO 

» 

r- 1 

CO 

(s:! 

^ 

t3 

o 

H 

^ 

ctf 

h^ 

>* 

Q 

•l 

?; 

s 

w 

s 

Hi 

g 

X 

O 

M 

H 

vi 

» 

t:» 

s 

M 

9 

o 

•tt 

1 

00 

1      1        '^ 

1 

- 

f4           oc 

»^ 

ci 

«• 

o 

pm 

i-O 

«^      1        »^ 

"^ 

d 

^N 

0      eo 

»-4 

1 

00 

1 

s 

CI    eo     <o 

0 

5 

1    1 

iO         *^ 

00      0 

s 

r-i 

o> 

o 

«D 

*^     '^ 

F- 

F-5* 

FN 

"^      oT 

•-• 

•Q- 

o 

•>i 

1    1     «o 

1 

«o 

lO      00 

FN 

f-4 

, 

CI 

-'f 

»^    1     o> 

'* 

00 

to              •* 

W^ 

^ 

•• 

»-* 

t    1 

1 

».o 

eo 

o»   o     o 

9» 

Nf 

1     1 

d      d 

•A 

00 

«^ 

o 

O     »^       00 

*^ 

-r 

d 

w^ 

««i 

»-• 

CI    eo     eo 

9^ 

CM 

FN 

-  - 



5     7Z 

eo 

FN 
1-4 

•,5     ^ 

2 

~" 

Hi           1      o 

J 

2 

1 

o 

<o 

<D 

1 

1       1         f4 

to 

,1.* 

d           t-N 

eo 

••      ^ 

•-• 

1     1 

P^                              FN 

^ 

CO 

CI 

?i 

f-4     O        0> 

0 

CO 

0      a> 

tO 

00 

«A    2 

-r 

00     «^        ^ 

(O 

«o      eo 

0 

C^ 

1-4 

CI    eo      »o 

(O       *^ 

-* 

i-< 

FN 

»o     «C 

2* 

•^ 

1 

1 

F4    1      r 

1 

00 

o>     •* 

FN 

• 
0) 

, 

t>. 

lO 

kO      1        *^ 

eo 

00 

0      »>. 

eo 

•• 

1-4 

f^ 

1     1 

FN 

00 

1 

d 

eo 

O     O       »H 

00 

^ 

to              F-* 

»^ 

00 

«« 

g 

CM 

00     t>.        I'* 

d    eo      CM 

FN 

s 

g       ^ 

d 

•0 

'^ 

'^ 

f* 

lO      tC 

2 

ti 

00 

«o 

1     1       1 

0 

1 

0      0 

p^ 

r« 

00 

S 

eo 

00 

-^p     1      r* 

l-N 

FN 

!       1 

00         lO 

"^ 

CO 

^ 

o 

Ck 

eo    o      F4 

»o 

eo 

r«      to 

"^ 

00 

<>j    s 

o 

t>* 

00    t>.      «>« 

FN 

-»" 

s       s 

a> 

eo 

1-4 

"*    eo     ci^ 

-* 

0 

^^ 

rm4 

r-^ 

-              FN 

10      to 

p^ 

*^     «o 

eo 

1 

eo     1      FN 

»^ 

0 

• 

^N 

• 

-s      eo 

00 

o 

CI      1        f^ 

FN 

r* 

tf>       to 

1 

**      ^H 

1-4 

p^                         t^ 

1       1 

fN 

' 

CO 

o 

«o 

1-4 

FN       O           ^ 

»o 

»^ 

s       s 

n 

00 

OI 

1-4 

FN 

p-t     t>.        00 

eo 

^-1 

^          W) 

o 

^ 

n 

-*    eo      CM 

*o 

0 

S-       S 

FN 

•«     ^ 

o 

1 

i    1     1 

00 

^ 

0      00 

- 

o 

•;     C4 

o 

1 

CM      1        ifi 

FN 

0 

d        Ok 

d 

^ 

r^                                     r^ 

FN 

^ 

CO 

^ 

t^ 

tx. 

o   o     <o 

d 

s 

1      1 

lA         0 

•« 

00 

-  i      QC» 

•^ 

CD 

»^     «^       00 

0 

*^         0 

«o 

^H 

*^ 

'^ 

FN 

O    eo       CM 

1^ 

t>» 

eo       0 
to       "^ 

0 

FN 

•^ 

1 

1 

1      I        1 

1 

0 

0>             FN 

0 

M3 

«• 

-* 

o 

00     1      »o 

FN                      FN 

00 

' 

1     1 

d       0» 

p^ 

-^ 

CO 

1 

^•4 

Ui 

eo    O     o 

0 

00 

to      o> 

«o 

00 

a* 

S 

d     t^       00 

o> 

Oi 

to       d 

22 

^-rf 

• 

-^ 

eo 

1-4 

«0    eo      CM 

FN 

t>« 

0       CO 

0 

•^        S 

"^ 

1 

1   1    t 

0 

d 

d         00 

0 

^N 

-^J* 

^ 

CI 

hO 

00     1       o 

FN                  FN 

<o 

' 

1     1 

0»                    lO 

»-4 

^ 

00 
00 

s 

CI 

o   o     50 

^-4       »-•          00 

s 

0 

i     1 

s 

^H 

<^         ^ 

»o 

C« 

»>.    eo      CM 

FN 

CO 

^ 

»4' 

FN 

9-t 

to      V 

0 

^N 

ts     «- 

kO 

1 

1   1     1 

<o 

to 

FN        aO 

FN 

^ 

• 

eo 

«•      ^ 

o» 

o 

9»             1        »0 

d 

d 

O*        CO 

CO 

CO 

FN 

FN 

FN 

»-» 

1     1 

^N 

<o 

^•4 

«o 

00    0      »-• 

9^ 

<o 

g        s 

2S 

00 

<o 

CI 

r*    «^      tO 

eo 

t>. 

!P 

w^ 

^        <=^ 

«l. 

eo 

«D    eo      eo 

CM 

o»      00^ 

*<« 

d 

^ 

FN 

FN 

" 

0>        lO 

tii 
d 

-^ 

eo 

- 

00      1        « 

1 

"* 

0 

0 

<^ 

•• 

eo 

fN 

d    0     00 

p^ 

eo 

eo 

»-4 

CO 

CO 
00 

1 

O 

o» 

00    r*      0 
00    *^      e^ 

S 

^ 

1      1 

§ 

s 

1-^ 

1 

FN 

1-4 

0>     d       CM 

*o 

0 

X 

o 

f  Parliamentary  expenses  in  relation  to  the 
inquiries  into  the  state  of  the  coal  trade, 
(Sessions  1829. 1830. 1836, 1838,  and  1845), 
and  in  obtaining  Acts  1  &  2  Will.  4,  1  &  2 
Victoria,  &c. 
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y  rates,  taxes,  stationery,  printing,  insurance, 
legal  expenses  incurred  in  enforcing  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Acts,  and  other  incidental 
charges     ------- 

y  purchase  of  ground  and  premises  for  re- 
building the  Coal  Exchange,  including  de- 
ficiencies of  rates,  taxed  costs,  and  other 
expenses  incident  thereto  -        -        -        - 

y  cost  of  rebuilding  the  Coal  Exchange,  in* 
eluding  fittings  and  furniture      -        -       - 

y  re-payment  of  temporary  loan  -        -       -  | 

y  amount  transferred  by  way  of  loan  to  Coal 
Whippers'  Fund  (Act.  6  «c  7  Vict,  c,  101.)  - 

urpluses  invested  in  New  £.3|  and  £.3  J 
per  Cent.  Annuities  towards  forming  a  fund 
for  providing  for  the  expenses  of  the  Mar- 
ket, &c.    - 

«4 

1 

• 

• 

•J 
■< 

1 

*    ta 

m 

P 

n      n      n 

m 

n 

CQ       n 

PQ 

m  n 

CO 

' 

Digitized  by 


Google 


SELECT  COMMITTEE  ON  COALS  (METROPOLIS). 


201 


o 

00 


s 


00        <0        lO 

"^       to       -^ 


I    «o 


I 


s 


W3 
00 


S 


«e     1-4 


I      I 


»«  1-4 


o 

00 


00 


<»^ 


00 
00 


«^ 


s 

I 


8 


3 

s 


M 
M 

H 


M 

o 
o 

91 


& 

PS 


<rt 


I 


I    « 


a 

^ 


91 


w^        ^        ^^ 
00        00  I 

<Q        S        tx 


«  -^        "V 


to 


s   I 


I    «o 

i       00 

1-4 

04     00 

^     00 

CI    ta 


I    I 


I    I 


I    I 


o  CO  «e 

^  00  fr* 

s  s  s 

»^  *>.  e« 


00     O 


to 

CO 


CI  00  00  1-^ 

•-4  CO  «0  l-H 

o»  ^  00  d 

»»  O  O  K9 

i«  ^  o  ^ 

cf  o  cT 


00 


<4 


«o 

M 


(O 


00 


00 


00 

00 


«o        I 


I 

lA 


s 


00 
CO 

00 


CO    o 

00     »^ 


t 


<D     O  «0     CO 

kO     O  00     CI 

d     d  O     i-< 


to 


l-* 


I       I 

04         O 


I 

CI 


«0        I 


» 

Q 

g 

X 

H 

o 


111. 


I 
^|;i.rl^ 


-s 


3 


s 


3    3. 


'^        00 
CI        »fi 


lA 

CO 


<^ 


I 

I, 


i. 

6 


o 
o 

< 
o 
o 

o 
Jz; 

Q 

l-H 

p$ 
o 

o 


II  • 


i'S' 


•a  a 

04-S  a  IS  0  "o  o 


0.49. 


Cc 


si 

•5  ^ 


C     ••^    en 

g  *« 


E 

OS 

u 


o 


p 


150 

Cm      O 

-00 
^  ^  ^ 

oj  r3  <2 
'^    7  ^-^ 

to  I 

§  i  § 

^  "  s 

<M       CO         Q> 

i  --^ 

S    ^    00 
o      .      . 

fl^  ^  « 
'S  »^*-: 

^^  00    o 

tS    be  ^ 

•3  "i  ^ 

2  «  S 

-g  «=• 
wgw 

f^    ^w     -^^ 

§  o  f 
0.5  b 

^  .-  ^ 
2-5.5 

o  -3  ^ 
**  «H  rzi 

sl,° 

-»      OB      C 

'^     c   -- 
**    a;  TS 

o 
,0 


^  2 

5    »:?  bD 

5:  s^  s 

o    o  » 

-§  &  a 

^  ^  «^ 

S    be  o 

o    c  o 

as  'r  3 

S  g 

13  CXt 


.a 
*5 

£:< 

O  to 

§ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


2oa 


APPENDIX  TO  REPORT  FROM  THE 


No.  16.— COAL  MARKET  FUND. 

A  RETURN  of  the  Ground  Revtb^  to  whom  Paid,  Lbabm  Granted,  Amount  of  G«ound  Rsnts  Sold,  and  to 

what  Purpose  Applied. 


Lessee. 

Prenises  where  Situate. 

Tterm 
Granted.   >^d  *^^ 

i 

Amount 

of 

Bent 

Received. 

Amount 
for  which 

Ground 

Beat  and 

Rerersions 

Sold. 

Purchase 
Obtained. 

To  whom  Rent  and 
Ptirchaae-money 

Paid. 

To  what  FurpoKB 

Applied. 

Geo.  M.  Hoare  and  otlien 
Robert  Aylwin  and  others 
William  Henry  Vickcrs  - 

-  Blue  Anchor,  St.  Mary- 
at-Hill. 

-  89  &  90  Lower  Thames- 
street 

St.  Mary-at-HiU     - 

61  years - 
lOJ    „ 
80      „ 

£.    «.    d. 

120    -    - 

373    3    8 
43 

£.    i.    d. 
524    5    - 

1,679    6    6 

NiL 

£.  #.  d. 
Notyetsold 

-  -  mie  rents  hare  been 
receded  by  the  Cham- 
berlain of  London,  and 
applied   for  the   pur- 
poses of  the  Act  1  &  2 
Will.  4,   c.    76,    and 
subsequent    Acts,    in 
relation  to  the  Market 
established  for  tiie  sale 
ofCoaU. 

£. 

536    3    8 

2^03  11    6 

— 

JVb/e.--In  addition  to  the  abofo,  the  sum  of  167  /.  15  #.  was  recebred  of  occupiers  in  the  years  1847  and  1848,  preriously  to  leases  being  granted 
by  the  corporation. 

Chamber  of  London,  Gmldhall,  \  ^  j^roum,  Chamberlain. 

D  April  looo.  J 


No.  16.— A  RETURN  of  the  Cost  of  Opening  the  Coal  Exchangb,  stating  from  what  Fund  Paid. 


To  expenses  incurred  upon  the  River  Thames  under  direction  of  the  Harbour  Master,  &c.,  Her  Majesty  haring  gracioudy  signified 
her  intention  of  proceeding  from  Westminster  by  water  ------------- 

To  cost  of  erectbn  and  removal  of  temporary  covered  landing-places  at  Custom  House  Quay,  also  covered  platform  to  accommodate 
spectators  of  Her  Mijesty's  landing,  and  passage  from  the  Custom  House  Quay  to  the  Coal  Exchange      .        .        -        -        - 

To  d^jefiner  provided  for  the  Royal  guests  and  visitors  invited  to  meet  them       --..--.... 

To  refreshments  provided  to  Her  Majesty's  Gentlemen-at-Arms  and  Yeomen  of  the  Guard  ....... 

To  stopping  streets,  advertisements,  posting  bills,  and  for  extra  services  of  the  police  on  the  occasion    ..---. 

To  carpenters  and  other  artificers  preparing  for  the  opening       ..---..----.. 

To  engraving  tickets,  music,  and  sundry  incidental  expenses      .--.--------. 

To  allowances  to  clerks  and  others  for  extra  services  - ------- 


£.  »,   d. 
310  15  7 

3,616  18  4 
952  11  6 
51  19  10 
287  6  3 
147  -  10 
673  13  3 
126  -  - 


6,166  5  7 


The  above  expenses  connected  with  Her  Majesty's  conten^>lated  visit  to  the  City  and  the  cost  of  opening  the  Coal  Exchange  were  defrayed 
by  the  Corporation  out  of  the  City's  cash. 

Chamber  of  London,  Guildhall,  \ 
6  April  1853.  / 


Al  Braum,  Chamberlain. 


No.  17. — RETURN  of  the  Ikcomb  and  Expenditure  of  the  Duty  of  One  Penny  per  Ton  on  Coals>  from  the 
I8t  January  1846  (the  period  when  such  Duty  became  applicable  to  Metropolitan  Improvements)  to  the  31st 
December  1862. 


INCOME. 


Sources  of  Income. 

1846. 

1847. 

1848. 

1849. 

1860. 

1861. 

1862. 

To  eoal  duty  of  one  penny 

per  ton,  received 
DeductDrawbackallowed 

£.     s.    d, 

12,476  12    6  J 

527  14    7 

£.      «.   d, 

13,831    4    4 

511    2  10 

£.      a.   d. 

14,489  19    2  i 

596    6    9 

£.      f.    rf. 

13,877    6    7i 

581  13    2 

£.     t«    d. 

15,230    -    8 

519  17     1 

£.      f.   d. 

14,467    4    9 

752    9    5 

£.      f.  d. 

15,660    2    7 

1,262    5     1 

Total  Net  Income  -  £. 

11,948  17  Hi 

13,320    1    6 

13,893  12    5* 

13,295  13    5  i 

14,710    3    7i 

13,714  15    4 

14,397  17    6 

EXPENDITURE. 

Items  of  Expenditure. 

1846. 

1847. 

1848. 

1849. 

1860. 

1861. 

1862. 

By  expenses  of  collection 

£.   s.    d. 

£.    8,     d. 

£.   f.    d. 

£.  a.    d. 

.£.  *.    d. 

£.   a.    d. 

£.     *.    A 

and  management 

29  18    - 

50    9    6 

60    2    - 

60    2    - 

62    6    - 

60    2    - 

60    2    - 

By  purchase  of  consoli- 

dated 3  /.  per  cent,  an- 

nuities in  the  names  of 

Her    Majesty's   Com- 

missioners of  Woods, 

Forests,  &c.  (Act  8  & 
^Vict.  c.  101;   - 

11,918  19  11  J 

13,269  12    - 

13,833  10    5  J 

3,198  14    - 

.... 

.-. 

.» 

By  amounts  paid   quar- 

terly to  the  account  of 

Her     Majesty's    said 

Commissioners  (Act  9 

&  10  Vict.  c.  34) 

- 

- 

- 

10,036  17    5  i 

14,647  17     7i 

13,654  13    4 

14,337  15     6 

Total      \  ^ 
Expenditure  /  ^* 

11,948  17  Hi 

13,320    1     6 

13,893  12    5 1 

13,295  13    5  h 

14,710    3    7i 

13,714  15    4 

14,397  17    6 

Chamber  of  London,  Guildhall,  \ 
6  April  1853.  / 


A,  Broum,  Chamberlun. 
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ISo.  18. — AN  ACCOUNT  of  all  Monies  which  have  been  raised  for  Public  Works  executed,  Buildings 
erected,  or  Street  Improvements  effected,  out  of  the  Coal  Duties  receivable  by  the  Corporation  of 
London,  in  the  character  of  Trustees  for  Administration  or  otherwise,  since  the  same  were  made  chargeable 
by  Parliament  for  such  Purposes  in  the  Year  1766,  distinguishing  such  Works,  &c.  as  are  situate  in  the 
City  of  London,  such  as  are  aUogeth^  without  the  City,  and  such  as  partake  of  a  Mixed  Character,  being 
for  the  benefit  of  the  City  as  ^  ell  as  of  the  adjoining  Districts ;  stating  also  the  Public  Bodies  or  Persons 
entrusted  by  Parliament  with  the  execution  of  such  Works  and  Improvements. 


Note. — Strictly  speaking,  there  are  very  few  improvemMUs  which  hav«  bMn  changed  solely  on  (ML 
Duties ;  a  yerj  large  proportion  of  the  Public  Works  and  Iniprovemeots  nndcriontionid  were  elected  oat  of 
the  ^'  Orphans'  Fund "  and  the  ^^  London  Bridge  Approaches  Fund,''  which  Funds  consisted  of  other 
sources  of  Income  besides  those  derived  from  CcneJ  Duties.  Those  laprovemenif,  &c.  effeoted  solely  from 
Coal  Duties  are  marked  with  an  asterisk,  thus  (*). 


PUBLIC  WORKS,  BUILDINGS, 

or 

STREET  IMPROVEMENTS. 


Building  the  bridge  across  the  Rhrer 
Thames  from  Blackfriars,  in  the  City 
of  London,  to  Upper  Oround-street, 
in  the  cooAJtv  of  Surrey,  now  called 
Blackfriars  Bridge,  and  forming  the 
avenues  thereto,  and  embanking  ithe 
north  abutment  of  the  said  bridge. 

Increasing  the  fund  for  watching,  light- 
ing, oleansijQg,  watering,  and  repair- 
ing the  said  bridge. 

Repairing  the  Royal  Exchange  in  the 
City  of  London. 

Rebuilding  the  county  gaol  for  London, 
Middlesex,  &c.  (Newgate). 

Redeeming  the  tolls  on  London  Bridge  - 

Completing  rebuilding  of  Newgate 
Prison  and  a  Sessions  House  for 
London  and  Middlesex. 

Opening  communications  between  Wap- 
ping-street  and  Ratciiffe  Highway, 
and  between  Old  Gravel-lane  and 
Virginia-street,  all  in  the  county  of 
Middlesex. 

Widening  the  avenues  from  the  Minories, 
through  Goodman's  Yard,  into  Pres- 
cott  street,  and  through  Swan-street 
and  Swan-alley  into  Mansell-street, 
and  from  Whitechapel  through  Somer- 
set-street into  Great  Mansell  street, 
all  in  the  county  of  Middlesex. 

Completing  the  pavang  of  the  town  and 
borough  of  Southwark,  and  certain 
parts  adjacent. 

Erecting  a  new.  Sessions  House  for  the 
county  of  Middlesex  (Clerkenwell 
Sessions  House). 

Making  a  new  line  of  streets  from 
Moorfields,  opposite  Chiswell-street, 
towards  the  east,  into  Bishopsgate- 
street  (now  Crown-street  and  San- 
street)  ;  alio  from  the  east  end  of 
Chis well-street  westward  into  Bar- 
bican. 

Erecting  a  Court  for  the  Dean  and 
Chapter  of  Westminster,  and  for  the 
Quai-ter  Sessions  ^f  the  Peace  for  ithe 
city  uad  liberty  of  Westminster. 

Paving  the  road  from  Aldersgate-bars 
to  turnpike  in  Ooswell-street,  in  the 
county  of  Middleeex. 

Making  u  new  street  from  Crispin -street, 
near  Spitalfields  Church,  into  Bishops- 
gate-street  (now  called  Union-street), 
in  tho  city  of  London  and  in  the 
county  of  Middlesex. 

0.49. 


Public  Bodies  or  Persons 

entmsted 

with  the  Exeof  tioQ  of 

Works  and  ImiMOfflaieats. 


-  •  Corporation  of  the 
City  of  London. 


-  -  ditto 

.  -  ditto 

-  -  ditto 

-  -  ditto 

-  -  ditto 


-  -  Commissioiiers  ap- 
pointed under  Act  17 
Geo.  8,  c  2ft. 


-  Commissioners  named 
in  the  Act  18  Geo.  8, 
c.  60. 


-  -  Commissioners  for 
executing  Act  6 Geo.  8, 
for  paving  town  and 
borough  of  Southwark. 

-  -  Justices  of  the  peace 
for  the  county  of  Mid- 
dlesex. 

-  -  Corporation  of  the 
city  of  London. 


-  -  Dean  of  Westmin- 
ster, and  other  Com- 
missioners masned  in 
Act  18  Geo.  8,  0.72. 

-  -  Commissieners  of 
Sewers,  &o,  of  the  city 
of  London. 

-  Commissioners  named 
in  the  Act  18  G^.  8, 
c  78. 


C  C  2 


AMOUNTS  RAISED  FOit  PUBUC  WOBKS,  &c. 


Situate  within 

the 

CUfy  af  LondoD. 


Situate  without 

the 
City  oi  Loadmu 


£. 


10,000  -  - 


£»      s.    (L 


1,000  ^  - 


1,600  ^  - 


4,000  -  - 


11,000  -  - 


6,500  -  - 


6,000  -  - 


OfaMizedChanietar^ 

betegforthe 

Benefit  of  the  City 

as  well  as  the 
a^'oining  Districts. 

£.         f.     d. 
210,000     -     - 


20,000     -     - 


60,000 


80,000 
40,000 


16,600     -     - 


9,000     -     - 


{continued) 
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APPENDIX  TO  REPORT  FROM  THE 


PUBLIC  WORKS,  BUILDINGS, 


STREET  IMPROVEMENTS. 


Public  Bodies  or  Persons 

entrusted 

with  the  Execntion  of 

Works  and  Improvements. 


Widening  and  improving  Dirtj-lane 
and  part  of  Brick-lane,  leading  from 
Whitecbapel  to  Spitalfields;  and  for 
paving  Dirty-lane,  Pettiooat-lane, 
Wentworth-street,  Old  Montague- 
street,  Chapel-street,  Princes-row,  &c., 
all  in  tlie  county  of  Middlesex. 

Purchasing  of  the  owners  and  proprie- 
tors  thereof  the  Coal  Exchange,  in 
order  to  make  the  same  a  free  market. 

Repairing  the  common  sewer  in  New 
Bridge-street,  Blackfriars. 

Widening  and  improving  the  entrance 
into  London  near  Temple  Bar;  im- 
proving the  Strand  and  Fleet-street, 
and  formation  of  Pickett-street,  and 
for  making  a  new  street  from  the  east 
end  of  Suow-hill  to  the  bottom  of 
Holbom-hill,  now  called  Skinner-street. 

Erecting  new  prison  for  debtors  for 
London  and  Middlesex  (Whitecross- 
street  Prison). 

Improving  and  gpranting  building  leases 
of  ground  in  Mooriields. 

Providing  a  site  for  the  General  Post  Office, 
and  improving  the  west  end  of  Cheap- 
side,  St.  Martin's-le-Grand,  Aldersgate- 
street,  St.  Ann's-lane,  and  Foster-lane. 

Improving  existing  approaches  and  form- 
ing new  approaches  to  London  Bridges ; 
viz.,  in  High-street,  Tooley-street, 
Montague-close,  Pepper-alley,  White- 
horse*court,  Chequer-court,  Chaingate, 
Churchyard-passage,  St.  Saviour's 
Churchyard,  Carter-lane,  Boar's-head- 
plttce,  Fryingpan-alley,  Green  Dragon- 
jcourt,  Joyner-street,  Red  Lion-street, 
Counter-street,  Three  Crown-court, 
and  the  east  front  of  the  Town  Hall, 
all  in  the  borough  of  Southwark 

^  Iso  ground  and  premises  at  the  north-west 
foot  of  London  Bridge:  Upper Thames- 
^treet,  Red  cross  Wharf,  Mault's  Wharf, 
Hightimber-street,  and  Broken  Wharf, 
Bwan-passage,  Churchyard-alley,  site 
pf  Fishmongers'  Hall, Great  Eastcheap, 
Little  Eastcheap,  Star-court,  Fish- 
street-hill,  Little  Tower- street,  Idol- 
lane,  St.  Mary-at-Hill,  Crooked-lane, 
Miles's-lane,  Three  Tun- alley,  Warren- 
couTty  Cannon-street,  Gracechurch- 
fitreet,  Bell -yard,  Martin's-lane,  Nicho- 
]as-]ane,  Clements-lane,  Abchurch-lane, 
l^herbome-lane,  St.  Swithin's-lane, 
Comhill,  Lombard  street.  Dove-court, 
Fox  Ordinary-court,  Old  Post-office 
Chambers,  Mansion-horuse-street,  Prin- 
ces-street, Coleman-street,  Coleman- 
Street-building^,  Moorgate-street,  Lon- 
don Wall,  Lothbury,Tokenhouse-yard, 
King's  Arms-yard,  Great  Bell-alley, 
Packer's-court,  White's-alley,  Great 
Swan-alley,  Crown  court,  George- 
yard,  Red  Lion-court,  Cateaton-street, 
Gresham-street,  Milk  street,  Wood- 
street,  King-street,  Basinghall-street, 
Houndsditch,  Lad-lane,  Threadneedle- 
street,  Aldgate  High-street,  and 
Maiden-lune,  all  in  the  city  of  London 


-  •  Commissioners  ap- 
pointed by  the  Act 
18  Geo.  3,  c.80. 


•  *>  Corporation  of  the 
City  01  London. 

-  -  Commissioners  of 
Sewers  of  the  city  of 
London. 

-  •  Corporation  of  the 
city  of  London. 


-  ditto 

-  ditto 

-  ditto 


AMOUNTS  RAISED  FOR  PUBLIC  WORKS,  &c 


Situate  withfai 

the 
City  of  London. 


£.  S.    d. 


•26,600 
9,000 


Sitoate  without 

the 
CUy  of  Loadoo. 


Of  a  Mixed  Chwieter, 

being  for  the 

Benefit  of  the  City 

as  well  as  the 
adjoinhig  Pistriets. 


£.      s.    d. 
1,600     -    - 


5,000     -    - 


£.        s.    d. 


246,800     -     -. 


ditto 


96,000     -    - 


S0,000     -     - 


r    1,000,000     -     - 
I  (»)♦  21,421   18     1| 


(')  Contributed  in  aid  by  Corporation  out  of  the  4  d.  duty. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


SELECT  COMMITTEE  ON  COALS  (METROPOLIS). 


206 


PUBLIC  WORKS,  BUILDINGS, 

or 

STREET  IMPROVEMENTS. 


Pablic  Bodies  or  Persons 

entrusted 

with  the  Execution  of 

Works  and  Improvements. 


AMOUNTS  RAISED  FOR  PUBLIC  WORKS,  &c. 


Situate  within 

the 
City  of  London. 


Fonnation  of  Farringdon-street,  removal 
of  Fleet  Market,  and  erection  of 
Farringdon  Market,  in  the  oitj  of 
London. 

Enlarging  the  site  of  the  Royal  Ex- 
change in  the  ci^  of  London,  after 
its  destruction  hj  fire  in  the  year  1838, 
including  improvements  and  widening 
of  the  adjoining  streets ;  viz.,  Comhill, 
Freeman's  •  court,  Threadneedle  - 

street.  Broad-street;  and  removal  of 
the  Church  of  St.  Benet  Fink,  the 
French  Protestant  church  houses, 
called  Bank-buildings,  and  Sweetings* 
alley,  &c. 

Formation  of  a  new  street  from  the  end 
of  Coventry-street  to  the  junction  of 
Newport-street  and  Long  Acre  (Cran- 
bourn-street),  continuing  the  line  of 
street  from  Waterloo  Bridge,  already 
completed  to  Bow-street  (Upper  Wel- 
lington-street), and  thence  northward 
into  Broad-street,  Holbom,  and  thence 
to  Charlotte-street,  Bloomsbury,  ex- 
tending Oxford-street  in  a  direct  line 
through  St.  Giles's,  so  as  to  commu- 
nicate with  Holbom,  at  or  near  South- 
ampton-street (New  Oxford-street); 
also,  widening  the  northern  and  south- 
em  extremities  of  Leman-street,  Good- 
man's Fields,  and  forming  a  new 
street  from  the  northern  side  of 
Whitechapel  to  the  front  of  Spital- 
fields  Church  (Commercial-street), 
.and  forming  a  new  street  from  Rose- 
mary-lane to  East  Smithfield,  near  to 
the  entrance  of  the  London  Docks ; 
also,  formation  of  a  street  from  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  Houses  of 
Parliament,  towards  Buckingham 
Palace,  in  the  city  of  Westminster, 
/Victoria-street),  all  in  the  county  of 
Middlesex  -,  also,  formation  of  a  line 
of  new  street  between  Southwark  and 
Westminster  Bridges,  in  the  county 
of  Surrey       •,-»-- 

s  Forming  a  new  street  from  the  north- 
em  «nd  of  Victoria-street,  Holborn 
(formed  by  the  corporation),  to 
Clerken well-green,  all  in  the  county  of 
Middlesex. 

Formation  of  the  new  street,  from  Spi- 
talfields  to  Shoreditch,  in  the  county 
of  Middlesex  -         -         -         -         - 

Building  the  new  Coal  Market,  Lower 
Thames-street,  providing  an  enlarged 
site,  and  widening  Thames-street,  and 
St.  Mary-at-Hill     -        - 


-  -  Corporation  of  the 
city  of  London. 


-       ditto      - 
'228,678/.  1*.  lOJc/.' 


£.         s.    d. 
260,000     -    - 


Situate  without 

the 
City  of  London. 


s.   d. 


Of  a  Mixed  Character, 

bdng  fbr  the 

Benefit  of  the  City 

as  well  as  the 
adjoining  Districtf  • 


£. 


160,000  -  - 

40,000  -  - 

(^)*23,837  17  4  J 

(»)*  15,240  4  6 


Her       Majesty's 

Commissioners       of 

'  Woods,  Forests,  and, 

Land         Revenues, 

666,000  /.       -         - 


200,000 
100,000 
189,000 
116,000 
80,000 
30,000 


-  -  Clerkenwell  Im- 
provement Commis- 
sioners. 


r  Her  Majesty's  Com-I 
<  missioners  of  Woods,  \ 


} 


Corporation  of  the  f 
City  of  London        -\ 


•102,643  11     3 
!(*)♦  20,000     -     - 


«5,000     -     - 


(*)*120,000 
♦60,000 


(')  Contributed  by  Corporation,  out  of  4  J.  Coal  Duty,  in  aid  of  Improvements  (6  &  6  Vict.,  c.  101,  Schedule  2), 

(*)  Contributed  by  Corporation,  out  of  4  d.  Coal  Duty,  in  aid  of  Improvements  (6  &  6  Vict,  c/101.  Schedule  1). 

(^)  Contributed  by  the  Corporation  in  aid,  out  of  the  4(/.  Coal  Duty.  The  Total  contributed  in  aid  of  these  four 
Improvements  is  80,000  /. 

(*)  There  may  probably  be  some  addition  to  this  sum,  which  can  be  rendered  only  by  Her  Majesty's  Commissioners 
of  Works,  &c. 

0.49.  C  C  3  (continued} 
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APPENDIX  TO  REPORT  FROM  THE 


PUBLIC  WORKS,  BUILDINGS, 

or 

STREET  IMPROVEMENTS. 


Formation  of  a  new  line  of  streets  from 
King  William-street,  London  Bridge, 
to  the  south  side  of  St.  Paul's  Cathe- 
dral, hy  widening  and  improving  Can- 
non-street ;  making  a  new  street  from 
Cannon-street,  near  Budge-row,  to 
Queen-street ;  and  another  street  from 
west  side  of  Queen  street,  in  a  direct 
line  to  St.  Paul's  Churchyard,  and 
widening  Queen-street  from  the  junc- 
tion of  &e  said  new  street  to  South- 
wark  Bridge ;  also  improving  Holbom- 
bridge  and  Field-lane ;  and  effecting 
an  improvement  in  Gracechurch-street 
and  Ship  Tavern  Passage,  Thread- 
needle-street,  and  Finch-lane,  &c.,  all 
in  the  City  of  London      -         -         - 

Finishing  the  new  street  (left  incomplete 
by  the  Clerkenwell  Improvement  Com- 
missioners) from  the  end  of  Victoria- 
street,  Farringdon-street,  to  Coppice- 
row,  Clerkenwell,  all  in  the  county  of 
Middlesex. 


Pobllc  Bodies  or  Persons 

eBtrusted 

with  the  Ezecntion  of 

Works  aid  Improvements. 


Corporation  of  thej 
^City  of  London       -| 


-    -    ditto 


Totals   -    -    £. 


AMOUNTS  RAISED  FOR  PUBUC  WObKS,  &c- 


Situate  within 

the 
City  of  London. 


£. 


s.    d. 


*  300,000 

•200,000 

♦40,000 


1,100,821   13     li 


Situate  without 

the 
City  of  London. 


Of  a  Mixed  Character^ 
I  being  for  the 

BenaatoftheCity 

as  well  as  the 
a^oinlng  Districts. 


s,     d. 


£. 


s.    d. 


88,000     -     - 


987,(100     -     - 


1,818,221   18     IJ. 


SUMMARY. 


Within  the  City  of  London 
Without  the  City 
Of  a  mixed  character 


Total 


-    £. 


£.  s.  d. 

1,190,821  Id  1  i 

^7,600  -  - 

1,818,221  18  1  i 


d,99d,64«  11     3 


Note, — The  above  Return  has  been  made  out,  as  nearly  as  possible,  in  conformity  with  the  terms  of  tiie  Order ;  but  ia 
some  cases  it  has  been  found  difficult  to  classify  the  particular  works  and  improrements  under  the  heads  specified.  Strietly 
speaking,  they  all  of  them  '<  partake  of  a  mixed  character,  being  for  the  benefit  of  the  City  as  well  as  the  adjoining  dis- 
tricts ;"  for  example,  the  enlarged  sewer,  constructed  in  Bridge-street,  although  locally  within  the  City  forms,  as  is  recited 
in  the  Act  of  Parliament,  "  the  main  or  principal  drain  for  a  large  part  of  the  county  of  Middlesex."  The  Coal  Exchange^ 
although  within  the  City,  is  yet  free  to  factors  and  merchants  wherever  they  may  be  resident ;  while  new  thoroughfares 
within  the  City,  such  as  the  approaches  to  London  Bridge,  are  extensively  used  by  persons  residing  in  Surrey,  and  the 
public  generally.  On  the  other  hand,  new  thoroughfiBires  without  the  City,  such  as  New  Oxford-street,  must  exercise 
a  beneficial  influence  upon  the  traffic  in  Holbom,  and  other  streets  within  the  City. 

A.  Brotvn,  Chamberlain. 


A  Map  has  been  prepared,  explanatory  of  the  ah^ve  return,  by  direction  of  the  Corporation. 
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No.  19.— KETURN  of  the  Date  of  each  Improvembnt  in  the  Metropolis  Chargeable  to 

the  Coal  Tax. 


Appendix,  No.  2. 


Note. — Strictly  speakin^^  there  are  very  few  improvements  charged  8olelv  on  Cual  Duties, 
a  very  large  proportion  of  the  Public  Works  and  improvements  undennentioned  were 
effected  out  of  the  "  Orphans'  Fund  "  and  the  ^  London  Bridge  Approaches  Fund," 
which  Fund  consisted  of  other  sources  of  income  besides  those  derived  from  Coal 
Duiies. 


Public  Woiks,  Buildings,  or  Street  Improvements. 


Date  of  each 
Improvement. 


Building  the  bridge  across  the  River  Thames  from  BlackfViars,  in 
the  ciiy  of  London,  to  Upper  Ground-street,  in  the  county  of 
Surrey,  now  called  Blackfriars  Bridge,  and  forming  the  avenues 
thereto,  and  embanking  the  nonh  abutment  of  the  said  bridge. 

Increasing  the  fund  for  watching,  lighting,  cleansing,  watering, 
and  repairing  the  said  bridge. 

Repairing  the  Koyal  Exchange  in  the  city  of  London 

Re-building  the  County  Gaol  for  London,  Middlesex,  8cc., 
(Newgate). 

Redeeming  the  tolls  on  London  Bridge      -         -        -        -        - 

Completing  re-building  of  Newgate  Prison  and  a  Sessions  House 
for  London  and  Middlesex. 

Opening  communications  between  Wapping-street  and  Ratcliff- 
highway  ;  and  between  Old  Gravel-lane  and  Virginia-street,  all 
in  the  county  of  Middlesex. 

Widening  the  Avenues  from  the  Minories  through  Goodman's- 
yard  into  Prescott-street,  and  through  Swcin-street  and  Swan- 
alley  into  Mansell-street ;  and  from  Whitechapel  through 
Somerset-street  into  Great  Mansell-street,  all  in  the  county  of 
Middlesex. 

Completing  the  paving  of  the  Town  and  Borough  of  Southwark 
and  certain  parts  adjacent. 

Erecting  a  new  Sessions  House  for  the  county  of  Middlesex 
(Clerkenwell  Sessions  House). 

Making  a  new  line  of  streets  from  Moorfields,  opposite  Chiswell- 
street,  towards  the  east,  into  Bishopsgate-street  (now  Crown- 
street  and  Sun-street);  also  from  the  east  end  of  Chiswell- 
street,  westward,  into  Barbican. 

Erecting  a  court  for  the  Dean  and  Chapter  of  Westminster  and 
for  the  Quarter  Sessions  of  the  Peace  for  the  city  and  liberty 
of  Westminster. 

Paving  the  road  from  Aldersgate-bars  to  turnpike  in  Goswell- 
s'reet,  in  the  county  of  Middlesex. 

Making  a  new  street  from  Crispin-street,  near  Spitalfields  Church, 
into  Bishopsgate-street  (now  called  Union-street),  in  the  city 
of  Loiidon  and  county  of  Middlesex. 

Widening  and  improving  Dirty-lane  and  part  of  Brick-lane,  lead- 
ing from  Whitechapel  to  Spitalfields;  and  for  paving  Dirty- 
lane,  Petticoat-lane,  Wentworth-street,  Old  Montague-street, 
Chapel-street,  Princes-row,  &c.  J  all  in  the  county  of  Middle- 
sex. 

Purchasing  of  the  owners  and  proprietors  thereof,  the  Coal  Ex- 
change, m  order  to  make  the  same  a  free  market. 

Repairing  the  common  sewer  in  New  Bridge-street,  Blackfriars  - 

Widening  and  improving  the  entrance  into  London  near  Temple 
Bar;  improving  the  Strand  and  Fleet-street,  and  formation  of 
Pic kett-s tree t;  and  for  making  a  new  street  from  the  east  end 
of  Snow-hill  to  the  bottom  of  Holborn-hill,  now  called  Skinner- 
street. 


0,49, 


c  c  4 


-  -  Commenced   about 
the  year  1769. 

-  -  Applied  in  the  year 
1812. 

-  -  Commenced  in  the 
year  1768. 

-  -  Ditto     -     1769. 

In  the  year  1767. 

-  -  From  the  year  1778 
to  1786. 

About  the  year  1778. 


-  .    Ditto. 

-  -    Ditto. 

-  -    Ditto. 

-  -  From  the  year  1778 
to  1816. 


-  -  About     the     year 
1778. 

-  -  From  the  year  1778 
to  1784. 

-  -  About     the     year 
1778. 

-  -     Ditto. 


In  the  year  1803-4. 

-  -  From  the  year  1796 
to  1800. 

-  -  From  the  year  1796 
to  1811. 


(continued) 
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Appendix,  No.  3. 


Public  Works,  Buildings,  or  Street  Improvements. 


Erecting  new  prison  for  debtors  for  London  and  Middlesex 
(Whitecross-strect  Prison). 

Improving  and  granting  building  leases  of  ground  in  Moorfields 

Providing  a  site  for  the  General  Post  Office;  and  improving  the 
west  end  of  Cheapside,  St  Martin's-le-Grand,  Aldersgate- 
street,  St.  Ann's-lane,  and  Foster-lane. 

Improving  existing  approaches  and  forming  new  approaches  to 
London  Bridge;  viz.,  in  High-street,  TooTey-street,  Montague- 
close,  Pepper-alley,  Whitehorse-court,  Chequer-court,  Chain- 
gate,  Churchyard-passage,  St.  Saviour's  Churchyard,  Carter- 
Jane,  Boar's  Head-place,  Fryingpan-alley,  Green  Dragon-court, 
Joyner-street,  Red  Lion-slreei,  Counter-street,  Three  Crown- 
court,  and  the  east  front  of  the  Town  Hall ;  all  in  the  borough 
ofSouthwark       --------- 

Also  ground  and  premises  at  the  north-west  foot  of  London 
Bridge;  Upper  Thames-street,  Redcross  Wharf,  M aula's 
Wharf,  High  Timber-street  and  Broken  Wharf,  Swan-passage, 
Churchyard-alley,  site  of  Fishmongers'  Hall,  Great  Eastcheap, 
Little  Eastcheap,  Star-court,  Fish-street-hill,  Liitle  Tower- 
street,  Idol-lane,  St.  Mary-at-hill,  Crooked-lane,  Miles's-lane, 
Three  Tun-allev,  Warren-court,  Cannon-street,  Gracechurch- 
streetj  Bell-yard,  Martin's-lane,  Nicholas-lane,  Clemen t's-lane, 
Abchurch-lane,  Sherbourne-lane,  St.  Swithin's-Iane,  Cornhill, 
Lombard-street,  Dove-court,  Fox  Ordinary-court,  Old  Post 
Office  Chambers,  Mansion-house-street,  Princes-street,  Cole- 
man-street,  Coleman-street  Buildings,  Moorgate-street,  Lon- 
don-wall, Lothbury,  Tokenhouae-yard,  King's  Arms-vard,  Great 
Bell-alley,  Packer's-court,  White's-alley,  Great  Swan-alley, 
Crown-court,  George-yard,  Red  Lion-court,  Cateaton-street, 
Gresham-street,  Milk-street,  Wood-street,  King-sireet,  Basing- 
hall-street,  Houndsdiich,  Lad-lane,  Thread  needle-street.  Aid- 
gate  High-street,  and  Maiden-lune;  all  in  ihe  city  of  London  - 

Formation  of  Farringdon-street,  removal  of  Fleet  Market  and 
erection  of  Farringaon  Market,  in  the  ciiy  of  London. 

Enlarging  the  sit«  of  the  Royal  Exchange,  in  the  ciiy  of  London, 
after  its  destruction  by  fire  in  the  year  1838,  including  improve- 
ments and  widening  of  the  adjoining  streets ;  viz.,  Cornhill, 
Freeman's-court,  Thread  needle-street.  Broad-street;  and  re- 
moval of  the  Church  of  St.  Benet  Fink,  the  French  Protestant 
Church,  houses  called  Bank-buildings  and  Sweetin^'s-alley,&c. 

Forming  a  new  street  from  the  northern  end  of  Victoria-street, 
Holborn  (formed  by  the  corporation),  to  ClerkenwelKgreen  ;  all 
in  the  county  of  Middlesex. 

Building  the  new  Coal  Market,  Lower  Thames-street,  providing 
an  enlareed  site,  and  widening  Thames-street  and  St.  Mary-ai- 
hill. 

Finishing  the  new  street  (left  incomplete  by  the  Cleikenwell  Im- 
provement Commissioners)  from  the  end  of  Victoria-street,  Far- 
ringdon-strect,  to  Coppice-row,  Clerkenwell;  ail  in  the  county 
of  Middlesex. 


Date  of  each 
Improvement. 


-  -  From  the  year  1812 
to  1820. 

-  -    Ditto. 

-  -  From  the  year  181^ 
to  1824. 


►    From  the  year  1824 
to  1846. 


/ 

-  -  From  the  year  1825- 
to  1831. 

-  -  From  the  year  1839 
to  1844. 


In  the  year  1844. 


-  -  From  the  year  1847 
to  1860. 

-  -  Commenced  in  the 
year  1861. 


Note, — ^There  are  other  improvements  in  the  metropolis  chargeable  upon  coal  duties, 
which  have  been  effected  by  Her  Majesty's  Commissioners  of  Woods,  &c.  The  dates  of 
these  improvements  can  be  more  correctly  given  by  Her  Majesty's  Board  of  Works, 


Chamber  of  London,"! 
20  April  1863.       J 


For  the  Chamberlain  of  London, 

Benjamin  Scott,  Chief  Clerk. 
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No.  20. — ^A  RETURN  of  the  Income  derired  annnally  since  1882  from  Coal  Dutt^  distin*     Appendix,  No.  t. 
gnkhing  the  Amount  derired  from  Inland  Coal,  from  that  derived  from  Coal  entering  die  ""^ 

Port  of  London. 


DUTY  OF  Sd.   PER  TON. 


^TBARS. 

POBT  OF  LONDON. 

INiilN])  COAL. 

TOTAL. 

DRAWBACK. 

NST  INCOW. 

£.     S. 

d. 

£. 

s. 

d. 

£.        S. 

d. 

£. 

«.  d. 

£.          S.       d. 

1883 

68,864  2 

8 

146 

10 

4 

69,010  18 

- 

• 

69*010  18  - 

1884 

67,948  12 

8 

62 

1 

4 

66,006  14 

- 

- 

68,006  14  - 

1886 

76»682  4 

8 

88 

9 

8 

76,666  14 

4 

- 

76,666  14  4 

1886 

79,876  4 

8 

89 

19 

6 

79,916  4 

2 

- 

79,915  4  2 

1887 

86,120  8 

8 

77 

9 

4 

86,197  18 

- 

- 

86,197  18  • 

1888 

88,647  10 

8 

66 

4 

2 

88,708  14 

10 

87 

16  - 

88,615  18  10 

1889 

86,406  18 

4 

481 

2 

- 

86,886  16 

4 

2,804 

10  - 

88,682  6  4 

1840 

88,696  19 

4 

789 

12 

4 

89,706  11 

8 

2,709 

4  8 

86,996  7  - 

1841 

96,112  16 

4 

1,119 

16 

6 

96,282  11 

10 

2,881 

-  - 

98,851  11  10 

1842 

88,694  18 

4 

1,060 

12 

8 

89,646  6 

- 

8,180 

16  8 

86,464  9  4 

1848 

91,609  8 

- 

1,166 

2 

6 

92,766  10 

6 

2,814 

8  8 

89,951  1  10 

1844 

86,779  1 

4 

2,408 

10 

6 

88,187  11 

10 

2,440 

8  - 

86,747  8  10 

1846 

110,208  4 

- 

2,289 

11 

Hi 

112,497  16 

Hi 

8,682 

2  - 

108,915  18  114 

1846 

99,191  9 

4 

1,147 

6 

9 

100,888  16 

1 

4,221 

16  8 

96,116  18  6 

1847 

107,962  1 

4 

1,487 

11 

11 

109,899  18 

8 

4,089 

2  8 

105,810  10  7 

1848 

116,478  8 

- 

1,968 

2 

1 

118,441  10 

1 

4,770 

14  - 

118,670  16  1 

1840 

108,668  18 

- 

1,892 

16 

8 

110,046  18 

8 

4,668 

6  4 

105,898  8  4 

1860 

117,206  6 

8 

8,169 

18 

4 

120,866  6 

- 

4,168 

16  8 

116,206  8  4 

1861 

109,868  8 

- 

8,248 

2 

9 

117,606  10 

9 

6,019 

15  4 

111,586  15  5 

1862 

110,039  10 

8 

18,627 

18 

8 

128,657  3 

11 

10,098 

-  8 

118,559  8  8 

•  With  respect  to  the  Duty  of  Sd.yer  Ton,  the  Year  ends  on  the  6th  January;  in  the  other 
cases,  on  the  dlst  December  m  each  lear. 
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APPENDIX  TO  REPOBX  PROM:  THE 


Appendix,  No.  a. 


DUTY  OF  4  d.  PER  TON. 


TBAR8. 

PORT  or  LON] 

INLAND  COAL. 

TOTAL. 

DRAWBACK. 

MBT  INCOME. 

£.       0^ 

£. 

J; 

A 

£.      t.    d. 

£. 

f. 

d. 

£.       $.    d. 

1888 

88,928  10 

- 

81 

1 

6 

84,004  11  6 

- 

m 

• 

Uijrn^  11  6 

1884 

84,096  7 

- 

82 

10 

8 

84,128  17  8 

- 

m 

- 

34,128  17  8 

1886 

88,876  16 

- 

17 

12 

6 

88,894  8  6 

- 

- 

- 

38,894  8  6 

1886 

40,041  4 

8 

20 

7 

3 

40,061  11  11 

- 

- 

- 

40,061  11  11 

1887 

42,895  14 

- 

86 

17 

- 

42,481  11  - 

- 

- 

- 

42,431  U  - 

}888 

44,070  12 

8 

27 

2 

10 

44,097  16  6 

48 

18 

- 

44,068  17  6 

18» 

48»699  7 

- 

189 

1 

- 

42,888  8^  * 

1,146 

6 

- 

4f,78«  8  - 

1%40 

44,089  17 

4  - 

876 

6 

7 

44,468  3  11 

1,864 

12 

4 

48,108  11  7 

1841 

48,008  11 

8 

613 

6 

6 

48,521  17  2 

M^ 

10 

- 

41,831  7  2 

1848 

44,274  2. 

4 

624 

16 

•• 

44^798  18  4 

1,690 

8 

4 

46,0)8  10  ^ 

1848 

46,608  18 

- 

671 

18 

9 

46,080  16  9 

1,407 

4 

4 

44,673  12  6 

1844 

41,796  8 

1,198 

2 

11 

42,988  6  11 

1,220 

4 

- 

41,768  1  11 

1846 

66^41  17 

4 

1,199 

• 

H 

6ff,741  S  7i 

1,791 

1 

- 

06^060  2  7i 

1846 

49,846  4 

- 

676 

15 

7 

49,921  19  7 

2,110 

18 

4 

47,811   1  8 

1847 

64,606  1 

4 

678 

6 

10 

56,284  7  2 

2,044 

11 

4 

53,239  16  10 

1846 

6«i078  6 

- 

1,014 

2 

10 

0afi92     8  IQ 

2;886 

7 

- 

56^7  1  10 

1849 

64,821  18 

4 

698 

19 

lOi 

66,516  13  2i 

2,326 

12 

8 

53,189  -  64 

1860 

69,098  10 

4 

1,426 

6 

6 

60,519  16  10 

2,079 

8 

4 

68,440  8  6 

1861 

64^04  16 

8 

4^262 

18 

4 

68^7  14  ^ 

1^9 

17 

8 

^&M1   16  4 

1868 

,   66,821  6 

8 

6,819 

8 

8 

62,640  10  4 

6,049 

- 

4 

67,691  10  - 

DUTY  OF  lA  PER  TON. 


TXAB8. 

PORT  OP  &ONDON. 

INLAND  COAL. 

TOTAL. 

£.       Jt 

dl 

DRAWBACK. 

NBT  INCOM  B. 

t.          $. 

d. 

£. 

«w 

d 

£. 

Sm 

d 

J.    «.   d 

1888 

8,480  17 

6 

18 

6 

3i 

8,499 

3 

H 

- 

- 

8,499  8  9i 

1834 

8,524  1 

9 

7 

15 

2 

8,531 

16 

11 

• 

- 

8,531  16  11 

1886 

8^94  4 

- 

4 

8 

ti 

9^608 

7 

•i 

- 

- 

tM»8  7  H 

1886 

10,010  6 

2 

4 

19 

11* 

10,015 

6 

li 

• 

- 

10,015  6  IJ 

1887 

10,698  18 

6 

9 

13 

8 

10,608 

12 

2 

• 

- 

10,608  12  2 

1888 

11,017  13 

2 

7 

- 

H 

11,024 

18 

Si 

10 

19 

6 

11^13  14  2| 

1839 

10,674  16 

63 

17 

9 

10,728 

14 

6 

'288 

1 

3 

10,440  18  3 

1840 

11,020  14 

92 

9 

-i 

11,113 

3 

H 

888 

18 

1 

10,774  10  3} 

1841 

12,002  2 

11 

189 

19 

«i 

12,142 

2 

fi* 

287 

12 

6 

11,844  9  111 

1842 

11,068  10 

131 

6 

7 

11,199 

17 

2 

397 

12 

1 

10,802  5  1 

1843 

11,377  4 

144 

10 

8} 

11,521 

14 

9i 

351 

16 

1 

11,169  18  8} 

1844 

10,448  15 

801 

H 

10,749 

17 

•J 

806 

1 

- 

10,444  16  -1 

1846 

14,13^  9 

286 

- 

14,421 

13 

4 

447 

15 

3 

13,973  18   1 

1846 

12,886  11 

140 

6i 

12,476 

12 

6i 

627 

14 

7 

11,948  17  n^ 

1847 

13,651  10 

179 

14 

- 

13,831 

4 

4 

511 

2 

10 

18,3M  1   6 

1848 

14,244  11 

245 

8J 

14,489 

19 

2J 

596 

6 

9 

18,893  12  5| 

1849 

13,705  8 

171 

18 

8J 

18,877 

6 

7J 

581 

13 

2 

13,295  13  5i 

1850 

14,773  7 

456 

13 

H 

15,280 

- 

88 

519 

17 

1 

14,710  3  7i 

1851 

N  18,526  3 

11 

941 

- 

10 

14,467 

4 

9 

752 

9 

5 

13,714  15  4 

1852 

13,955  6 

8 

1,704 

15 

11 

15,660 

2 

7 

1,262 

5 

1 

14,397  17  6 

CSli  amber  of  London,  25  April  1853. 


Benjamin  Scott^  Chief  Cleric. 
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APPENDIX  TO  REPORT  FROM  THE 


Dr. 

No.  22. — The  Chamberlain 

r's  Establishment,  Emolument,  or  Fee  Fund  Account. 

Or. 

1  Jan.  to  17 
Sept.  1844. 

To  fees,  profits,  and  emolu- 
ments of  all  kinds  brought 
to  account       .        -        - 

£.      *.    d. 
4,005  12     4 

1  Jan.  to  17 
Sept  1844. 

t 

17  Sept.  to  31 
Dec.  1844. 

Year: 

1845  . 

1846  - 

1847  - 

1848  . 

1849  - 

By  salary  to  Sir  W.  Heygate, 
Chamberlain  -        -        . 
„  clerks'  salaries 
„  books,  stationery,  &c.    - 

Balance  carried  to  surplus^ 
profit  account        -        -J 

£. 

£.      *.   d. 
1,764     2     4 
1,606     8     6 

175  14     2 

3,446     4  11 
559     7     5 

4,005  12     4 

4,005  12     4 

17  Sept.  to  81 
Dec.  1844. 

To  fees,  profits,  and  emolu- 
ments of  all  kinds  brought 
to  account       •        -        . 

£. 

1,552     1     6 

By  salary  to  Anthony  Brown, 
esa..  Chamberlain    - 
„  clerks'  salaries 
„  books,  stationery,  &c.     - 

Balance  carried  to  surplus! 
profit  account       -        -J 

£. 

708  15     3 

596      1      7 

02   17     6 

1,397   14     4 
154     7     2 

Year : 
I84.0    - 

1,552     1     6 

1,562     1     6 

To  fees,  profits,  and  emolu- 
ments of  all  kinds  brought 
to  account       ... 

'      £. 

4,914     7     7 

By  salary  to  chamberlain    - 
„  clerks'  salaries 
„  books,  stationery,  &c.    - 

Balance  carried  to  surplus! 
profit  account       -        -/ 

£. 

2,500     -     - 

2,102  10     - 

270     -     • 

4,872  10     - 
41   17     7 

4,914     7     7 

4,914     7     7 

i846    - 

To  fees,  profits,  and  emolu- 
ments of  all  kinds  brought 
to  account       -        -        - 

£. 

To  fees,  profits,  and  emolu- 
ments of  all  kinds  brought 
to  account      •        •        . 

£• 

5,767  16  10 

By  salary  to  Chamberlain   - 
„  clerks'  salaries 
„  books,  stationery,  &c«     - 

Balance  carried  to  surplus! 
profit  account       -        -J 

£. 

2,600     -     - 

2,102  10     - 

270     -     - 

4,872  10     - 
895     6  10 

1 

5,767  16  10 

5,767   16  10 

l«47    - 

6,019     4     4 

By  salaries  to  Chamberlain  - 
„  clerks'  salaries 
„  books,  stationery,  &c.     - 

Balance  carried  to  surplus! 
profit  account       -        -J 

£. 

2,500     -     - 

2,102  10     - 

270     -     - 

4,872  10     - 
1,146  14     4 

6,019     4     4 

6,019     4     4 

1648    * 

To  fees,  profits,  and  emolu- 
menU  of  all  kinds  brought 
to  account       -        -        - 

£. 

6,989  10     5 

By  salaries  to  Chamberlain  - 
„  clerks'  salaries 
„  books,  stationery,  &c.     - 

Balance  carried  to  surplus! 
profit  account        -        -J 

£. 

2,500     -     - 

2,102  10     - 

270     -     - 

4,872  10     - 
2,117     ~     5 

6,989  10     5 

6,989   10     5 

1849    - 

To  fees,  profits,  and  emolu- 
ments of  all  kinds  brought 
to  account       ... 

7,935  10     9 

By  salary  to  Chamberlain  - 
„  clerks'  salaries 
„  books,  stationery,  &c.     - 

Balance  carried  to  surplus^ 
profit  account        -        -| 

2,500     -     - 

2,102  10     - 

270     -     - 

4,872   10     - 
3,063     -     9 

£. 

7,935  10     9 

£. 

7,935   10      0 
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Year: 
185a   - 


1851 


1852 


The  Chamberlain's  Ettablishment,  £mo1ument»  or  Fee  Fund  AcconnU'^antinued. 


Cr. 


To  fees,  profits,  and  emolu- 
ments of  all  kinds  brought 
to  account      ... 


£. 


To  fees,  profits,  and  emolu- 
m«nt8  of  all  kinds  brought 
to  account       ... 


£. 


To  fees,  profits,  and  emolu- 
ments of  all  kinds  brought 
to  account      ... 


£.      s.    d. 
7,764  10     5 


7,764  10     5 


8,206     -  11 


8,206     -  11 


10,233  6     2 


10,233  6     2 


Year: 
1850    - 


1851 


1852 


By  salary  to  Chamberlain   - 
„    clerks'  salaries 
„    books,  stationery,  &c.    - 


Balance  carried  to  surplus! 
profit  account        -        -J 

£. 


By  salary  to  chamberlain    • 
„    clerks'  salaries 
„    books,  stationery,  &c.    - 


£.      s.  d. 

2,500    -  - 

2,102  10  - 

270     -  - 


4,872  10     - 
2,802     ~     5 


7,764   10     5 


2,500     -     - 

2,102   10     - 

270     -     - 


Balance  carried  to  surplus 
profit  account 


:} 


By  salary  to  Chamberlain   - 
„    clerks'  salaries 
„    books,  stationery,  &c.    - 


Balance  carried  to  surplus! 
profit  account        -        -  j 


4,872  10    - 
3,333  10  11 


8,200     -  11 


2,500 

2,102  10  - 
270      -  - 


4,872   10  - 
5,360  16  2 


10,233  16  2 


Dr. 

THE  SURPLUS  PROFITS  ACCOUNT. 

Ct. 

£. 

t. 

d. 

£.    «.    i. 

1844- 

To  surplus  profits  to  17  Sept.  1844  - 

559 

7 

5 

1844- 
1847- 

By  legal  expenses          ... 

By  pavments  in  relief  of  the  trust 

funds,  viz. :                               ^ 

19     1     - 

„         • 

To    .    ditto    -    to  31  Dec.     „    - 

154 

7 

2 

London  Bridge  ap-    £.     «.    d. 

1845- 

To    -    ditto    -    to       „      1845- 

41 

17 

7 

proachesfund      -  110    -    - 
Commissioners      of 

1846- 

To    -    ditto     -    to       ,j      1846- 

895 

6 

10 

Sewers        -        .  100    -    - 
Police  rate     -        -    75    -    - 

1847- 

To    -    ditto     -    to        „       1847- 

1,146 

14 

4 

* 

Coal  market  fund    .    50    -    - 
Navigation    of    the 

1848- 

To  dividends  received    ... 

37 

— 

— 

Thames,  westward 

of  London  Bridge    40    -    - 

1849- 

To  surplus  profits  to  31  Dec.  1848  • 

2,117 

— 

5 

Port  of  London  fund    21    -    - 
Blackfriars    Bridge      5     5- 

»     • 

To  dividends  received   ... 

107 

15 

9 

Court  of  Requests  -      7  17     6 
Gresham  Estate      -     14     5    4 

iA/;o  • 

To    -    -    ditto    .... 

189 

12 

3 

423     7  10 

1848- 

By  transfer  to  the  emolument  ac- 

»    • 

To  surplus  profito  to  31  Dec,  1849  • 

3,068 

— 

9 

»     " 

count  in  lieu  of  acquittances 
By  investment  of  balance  in  consols 

120  -  - 
2,115     4     0 

1851  - 

To    -    ditto    -    to       „      1660- 

2,892 

— 

5 

1849- 

By  transfer  to  emolument  account  • 
By  investment  of  balance  in  consols 

120  -  - 
2,117     -     5 

?> 

To  dividends  received   ... 

282 

19 

— 

1850- 
»     ■ 

By  transfer  to  emolument  account  - 
By  investment  of  balance  in  consols 

120  -  - 
3,158   12     3 

1852- 

To    -    -    ditto    .... 

164 

2 

6 

1851- 

By  transfer  to  emolument  account  - 
By  investment  of  balance  in  consols 

120  -  - 
3,009  13     5 

?» 

To  surplus  profits  to  31  Dec.  1851  - 

3,333 

10 

11 

1852. 

By  transfer  to  emolument  account  - 

120     -     - 

£. 

»     • 

By  investment  of  balance  in  consols 

3,541   15   11 

14,984 

r   15 

4 

£. 

14,984   15  4 

The  amount  accumulated  on  this 

account  was,  on  the  3l8t  Dec. 

• 

1852,  20,609 Z.  2*.  7d.  consols. 

Chamber  of  London, 
27  April  1853 

0.49. 


} 


Benjamin  Scott, 

Chief  Clerk. 
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Appendix,  No.  2.      A  RETURN  Aamiag  the  Quantitj  of  Ivi«and  Coals  carried  on  the  €^rand  Jnnetkm  Canal,  and 
"  brought  ifMun  the  London  Districti  for  the  foQowing  Yean ;  yiz. — 

1881  • 6,704  tons. 

18t2 10,810     „ 

1«88 8,798     „ 

1884 1,670     „ 

1885 »20     „ 

1886  .         - 1,165    „ 

I8«7 -     2,888     „ 

1838  .......        978     „ 

1M9 12,110     „ 

1840 21,807     „ 

1841 •  84,187     „ 

1842 81,611     „ 

1848 84>9S4     „ 

1844  -         .         .         ^^      -         .         -   78,884     „ 

1846 60,280     „ 

1846 21,826     „ 

1847 22,194     „ 

1848 19,687     „ 

1849 19,865     „ 

1850 29,480    „ 

1851  ....*..  24,998    „ 

1852  -         -         ...         -         .         -   36,898     „ 

97  April  1859.  Charles  Roaers, 

Clerk  to  the  Osand  Jmietioii  Canal  Companf . 


EASTERN  COUNTIES  RAILWAY. 


Av  Annual  Rbtven  of  the  Quantity  of  Coals  brought  within  the  London  District,  from  the 

Year  1831  to  81  December  1852. 

The  Eastern  Counties  Railway  Company  did  not  commence  bringing  Coals  within  the 
London  District  until  July  1850. 

Year.  Tons. 

1850 214  73 

1851 5,025  14     0 

1852 27,765  10     0 

The  Coab  which  the  Company  hare  carried  from  Blackwall  are  not  included,  these  being  in  the 
London  district  before  being  conveyed  by  the  Railway. 

Secretary's  Office,  Bishopsgate  Station,!  J.  B.  Onen^ 

26  April  1863.  J  Secretary. 
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GBEAT  WESTERN  RAILWAY. 


Appendix,  No*  3. 


YEARS. 


1838 
1889 
1840 
1841 
1842 
1843 
1844 
1845 
1846 
1847 
1848 
1849 
1860 
1851 
1852 


NITMBEft    OF   TONS. 


GOAL. 


ODSB. 


a#6 

1,1S1 
1,210 
1,176 
1,028 
964 
1,488 


TOTAL. 


7>6S4 
2,186 

8^17 
7^S8 
7,SS9 
2^68 

TOTAIi  - 


8,006 
8,006 
8,006 
8,006 
8,006 
8,006 
8,006 
8,006 
7,990 
8,807 
8,707 
9,698 
8,661 
8,288 
4,861 


69,940 


No  separate  account  having  been 
kept  during  ihif  period,  it  wan 
ascertained^  suMeauent  arbitra^ 
tion,  tlu^  an  annual  avenwe  of 
8,00«  tons  of  coal  and  coke  had  been 
coBvejwd  4kveT  the  line  within  the 
London  dittciot. 


Memorandum. — ^The  Great  Weetern  Railway  was  not  opened  unlfl  the  year  1S88. 


Appendix,  No.  8. 


MsTnOPOLIB   iMPROTSMBHt^ 


Afpendiic,  No.  3» 


Spitalfields  Extension. 

AN  ACCOUNT  showing  the  Amounts  adTsnced  by  Use  Bank  of  Evolard  on  the 
security  of  the  1  d.  Coal  Duty  for  the  Purposes  of  the  above  Improvement,  the  Rate  of 
Interest  paid  for  the  same,  and  the  Principal  Repaid  up  to  the  20th  June  1868. 


AMOUNT  OF 
LOANS. 

RATE 

OF 

INTEREST. 

PRINCIPAL 
REPAID. 

BALANCE    OF 

PRINCIPAL    DUB 

TO  THE  BANK. 

£.          8.     d. 
87,919     7     - 

♦26,000     -     - 

4  per  cent.  - 
4  per  cent.  - 

i.          8. 
47,727  12 

d. 
8 

£.           8.     d. 
40,191  14     9 

26,000     -     - 

112,919     7     - 

47,727  12 

3 

05,191   14     9 

♦  This  sum  is  the  First  Instalment  of  a  Loan  of  49,239/.  16  8.  6  rf. 
12  July  1863.  A.  Mar8halL 


0.49- 
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Appendix,  No.  5* 


Papers  delivered  in  by  John  Dickinson,  Esq.,  5  May  1853. 


Appendix,  No.  5. 


THE  following  is  a  List  of  Towns  and  Villages  in  the  Neighbourhood  of  London,  the 
Inhabitants  of  which  are  subject  to  the  Tax  of  One  Shilling  and  One  Penny,  for 
every  Ton  of  Coals  they  consume,  whether  brought  through  the  Port  of  London,  or 
from  any  other  place  whatsoever. 


Abbots  Langley, 

Acton. 

Aldenham. 

Amwell. 

Battersea. 

Barking. 

Barnes. 

Barnet. 

Bayswater. 

Blackheath. 

Beckenham. 

Bexley. 

Bermondsey. 

Black  wall. 

Brentford. 

Brentwood. 

Brixton. 

Bronipton. 

Bromley  (Kent). 

Bromley  (Middlesex) 

Broxbourn. 

Bushey. 

Camden  Town. 

Camberwell. 

Carshalton. 

Chelsea. 

Charlton. 

Chisleburst. 

Chigwell. 

Chiswick. 

Cheam. 

Cheshunt. 

Chipping  Ongar. 

Clapham. 

Clapton. 

Cobham. 

Croydon. 

Crayford. 

Cray,  St.  Mary. 

Cray,  North. 

Crav,  Foots, 

Cray,  St.  PauFs  * 

Colney-street. 

Colnbrook, 

Dartford. 

Darent. 

Dalston. 

Denham. 

Denmark-hill. 

Dulwicb. 

Deptford. 

Drayton. 

Ealing. 

Esher. 

Epsom. 

Ewell. 

Eljtham 

East  Wickham. 

East  Ham. 

Erith. 

Edmonton. 


0.49. 


Elstree. 

Edgeware. 

Enfield. 

Epping. 

Famingham. 

Feltham. 

Finchley. 

Fulham. 

Godstone. 

Greenwich. 

Greenhithe. 

Hampton. 

Hammersmith. 

Hayes. 

Hampstead. 

Hatfield. 

Harrow. 

Harefield. 

Hacknev. 

Heme  Hill. 

Hanwell. 

Hendon. 

Hesion. 

Highgate. 

Highbury. 

Hollo  way. 

Hounslow. 

Hoddesdon. 

Horton. 

Hertford. 

Homsey. 

Homerton. 

HornchurchI 

Illbrd. 

Isleworth. 

Iver. 

Islington. 

Kennington. 

Kensington. 

Kew. 

Kingston. 

Kilburn. 

Lambeth. 

Leatherhead. 

Low  Layion.    • 

Lee. 

Lewisham. 

Limehouse. 

Mortlake. 

Moulsey,  East. 

Moulsey,  West. 

Merton. 

Mitcham. 

Morden. 

Merstham. 

Norwood. 

New  Cross. 

Northfleet. 

Netting  Hill. 

Newmgton  Butts. 

Petersham. 


Peckham. 

Peckham  Rye. 

Plumstead. 

Poplar. 

Potter's  Crouch. 

Potier's  Bar. 

Pinner. 

Purfleet. 

Putney. 

Rainham. 

Red  Hill,  for  Reigate. 

Richmond. 

Rickmansworth. 

Rotherhithe. 

Roehampton. 

Romford. 

Stock  well. 

Sutton. 

Streatham. 

Stamford  Hill. 

Sydenham. 

Sand  ridge. 

Shooters  Hill. 

Southall. 

Shepperton. 

Staines. 

Stratford-le-Bow. 

St.  Alban's. 

Shadwell. 

Southgate. 

Shenley. 

South  Mimms. 

Stoke  Newington. 

Stanmore. 

Sudbury. 

Sheen. 

Thames  Ditton. 

Tooting. 

Twickenham. 

Teddington. 

Thurrock,  West. 

Thurrock,  Gray's 

Thurrock,  Little. 

Twyford. 

Tottenham. 

Turnbam-green. 

Uxbridge. 

Walton-on-Thames. 

Weybridge. 

Wandsworth. 

West  Ham. 

Wimbledon. 

Westerham. 

Woolwich. 

Watford. 

Walthamstow. 

Willesden. 

Waltham  Abbey. 

Waltham  Cross. 
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AN  ACCOUNT  of  the  Amount  of  Duties  received  upon  Inlanb  Coals  brought  bj  all  Modes 
of  Conveyance  ialo  Londony  and  the  Amount  paid  for  Drawback,  ^In^h  Foreign  and  Inland, 
since  the  Year  1 838  inclusive,  at  which  period  Drawback  was  first  allowed  upon  Duties  received 
by  the  Corporation  ou  their  account  or  otherwise. 


YEARS. 

Duty                     Duty 
of  8rf.  per  Ton.     of  Ad,  per  Ton- 

£.      ».     d\     £.      $.    d. 

Du4y 
of  1<<.  perl 

'on. 
d. 

(TOT^L 

blUfid  Dirty.   , 

Total  D&aw9ack 
allowed. 

£.     8. 

£.       *.      d. 

£.       *.     d. 

1888       - 

66     4 

2  1       27     2  10 

7     - 

6i 

90     7     64 

142  13     6 

1889       -         - 

431     2 

-  1     189     1     - 

53   17 

9 

674     -     9 

3,744  16     3 

1840       - 

739  12 

4  !     375     6     7 

92     9 

4 

1,207     7   11  J 

4,402  10     1 

1841       - 

1,119  iQ 

6 

613     6     6 

139  19 

6i 

1,778     1     6| 

3,869     2     0 

1842       - 

1,060   12 

8 

624   16     - 

131     6 

7 

1,706  16     3 

6,168  17     1 

1843       - 

1,166     2 

6 

671   18     9 

144  10 

3| 

1,872  11     6  J 

4,673     9     1 

1844       . 

2,408   10 

6 

1,193     2   11 

301      1 

3| 

8,902  14     8} 

3,965  18     - 

1846       - 

2,289   11 

11^1,199     6     3} 

286     4 

-       8,776     2     2^ 

5,820  18     3 

1846       - 

1,147     5 

9  i     675   15     7 

140     i 

6i 

1,863     2  10  J 

6,860     9     7 

1847       - 

1,437   11 

11 

678     5   10 

179  14 

- 

2,296  11     9 

6,644  16  la 

1848       -         -         • 

1,963     2 

1 

1,014     2   10 

246     7 

8ji    8,222  12     7  J 

7,762     7     9 

1840       - 

1,392  16 

8 

693  19  lOl 

171   18 

3J 

2,258  18     9| 

7,561   11     2 

1860       - 

3,169  18 

4 

1,426     6     6 

466  13 

li 

5,042  17   11} 

6,768     2     1 

1861       - 

8,246     2 

9 

4,262  18     4 

941     - 

10     18,442     1   11 

9,810  13     4 

1862       - 

18,627  13 

3 

6,819     8     8 

1,704  16 
ALS      -      - 

11 
£. 

22,161   12  10 

16,380  15     2 

Tot 

66,278  16     4 

_..  . 
98,466  16     8 

Amount  of  Drawback 
received      - 

allowed  beyond  the  amount  0 

f  Inland  di 

ity 

• 

£. 

28,178     -     4 
93,466  16     8 

— 

98,466  16     8 

JV.B.— The  above  is  exclusive  of  Amount  of  Exemption  allowed  to  Railway  Companies  (w 
Coke  consumed  in  their  engines,  under  Act  of  1851. 


Chamber  of  London, 1 
April  1853.         J 
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GREAT  NORTHERN  RAILWAY. 


Appendix,  No.  6. 


STATEMENT  of  the  Quantity  of  Coals  brought  into  the  London  District  by  the  Gieat 
Northern  Railway,  from  August  1850  to  31;^  March  1853. 


P  B  R  I  O  D. 

WEIGHT. 

From  August  1850  (the  date  at  which  the  Great  Northern  Line  was 
opened  to  London)  to  31st  December  1850      .        -        -         - 

During  ihe  year  1851 

During  the  year  1852  -        -------- 

From  the  Ist  January  to  3l8t  March  1863     -         -        -        -        - 

Tons.      cwts.  qfs.  lbs. 

2,776     0     0     0 

97,169     0     0     0 

197,495     0     0     0 

88,919     0     0     0 

Total  Tons  carried 

386,348     0     0     0 

J.  jB.  Mowatt,  Secretary. 


LONDON,  BRIGHTON  AND  SOOTH  COAST  RAILWAY. 


RETURN  of  the  Qaantity  of  Coals  brought  within  the  London  District  from  the  Year 

1831,  inclusive. 


TEAR. 


1831  to  1840,  Railway*  not  constmcted 
1841  .---... 

1842 

1848- 

1844- 

1845- 

1846 

1847 

1848 

1849 

1850 

1851 

1852 

1853  -         -         -         -  -  - 


Total  Tons 


London,  30  April  1858. 


weight. 


Toos.      cwts.  qri.  lbs. 


10 
1 

1 


7  0  0 
6  10 
6     3     0 


13 


0     0     0 


Fred.  Slight,  Secretary. 


LONDON  AND  SOUTH-WESTERN  RAILWAY. 


STATEMENT  of  the  Quantity  of  Coals  brought  into  the  London  District  from 

the  Year  1831  to  1852. 

No  Coals  have  been  brought  within  the  London  District  by  this  Company  from  the 
year  1831  to  1852  inclusive. 


Secretary's  Office,  York  Road,  \ 
23  May  1853.  J 


Z.  Crombie^  Secretary. 
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Appendix,  No.  7.    AN  ACCOUNT  of  the  Total  Amount  contributed  out  of  the  Property  and  Estates  of  the 
-  Corporation  of  Zon^on  for  Public  Purposes  and  IiiPRovEMSNTSy  irrespective  of  the  Coal  . 

Duties  and  of  the  Amount  of  the  Fourpbnnt  Coal  Duty,  the  Property  of  the  Corporation, 
contributed  voluntarily  towards  such  Objects  since  the  passing  of  the  Act  6  &  6  William  and 
Mary. 


Contributed  to  the  Orphans'  Fund  from  the  commence- 
ment of  that  Fund  to  the  5th  April  1829  (as  per  Ap- 
pendix to  Report  on  Orphans'  Fund,  dd  June  1829) : 

Out  of  City's  estates    ------ 

Fees  on  freedoms 

Apprentice  bindings    ------ 

Rate  on  inhabitants  of  City  .        -        -        -        • 

Aqueducts -        - 

Contributed  to  said   Fund  and  London  Bridge  Ap- 

5 roaches  Fund,  from  the  5th  April  1829  to  the  5th 
anuary  1858: 

Out  of  City's  estates 

Fees  on  freedoms        .--.-- 

Apprentice  bindings    ------ 

Aqueducts  ....--- 

Contributed  out  of  Fourpenny  Duty  towards  Improve- 
ments in  the  City  (as  per  Account,  No.  18,  Appendix 
to  Select  Committee  on  Coals,  1853,  page  94)  - 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto  (as  per  Note  (4),  page  93)  - 


£. 


s.    d. 


1,324,750     -  - 

41,249  15  - 

34,277     5  - 

203,906  18  7 

62,440  19  11 


287,500     -  - 

5,112  10  - 

2,314  10  - 

5,008  14  11 


300,000  -  - 

200,000  -  - 

40,000  -  - 

80,000  -  - 


£. 


d. 


1,666,624  18     6 


299,935  14  lit 


620,000     - 


2,586,560  13     5 


The  above  is  exclusive  of  contribution  out  of  Bridge  House  Estates  for  rebuilding  London 
Bridge,  and  various  minor  improvements,  not  specifically  charged  on  any  particular  revenue. 

£•  1 1,500  a  year  and  other  smaller  payments  are  to  be  contributed  towards  Metropolis  improve- 
ments up  to  the  5th  July  1862. 


Chamber  of  London,*) 
7  May  1853.        J 


Benj,  Scottj 

Chief  Clerk. 
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Appendix,  No.  8. 


A  STATEMENT  showing  the  Years  daring  which  the  respectire  Railway  Companibs  com-   Appendix,  No.  X 
menced  paying  Duties  to  the  Corporation  on  account  of  Coals  brought  within  the  Limits  of  """^ 

the  Boundary ;  also  the  Qfantities  so  brought. 


Year. 

North 
Western. 

Great 
Western. 

Eastern 
Counties. 

South 
Eastern. 

Great 
Northern. 

London  and 
Brighton. 

South 
Western. 

Tom. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

Tom. 

Tom. 

Tom. 

Tons. 

1843 

90 

nil. 

nil. 

niL 

nil. 

.  nil. 

nil. 

1844 

nil. 

nil. 

nil. 

nil. 

nil. 

nil. 

nil. 

1845 

8,377 

nil. 

nil. 

nil. 

nil. 

nil. 

nil. 

1846 

7,348 

4,350 

nil. 

nil. 

nil. 

nil. 

nil. 

1847 

13,957 

5,379 

nil. 

nil.  . 

nil. 

nil. 

nil. 

1848 

17,881 

19,901 

56 

49 

nil. 

nil. 

nil. 

1849 

19,487 

nil. 

nil. 

152 

nil. 

nil. 

nil. 

1850 

44,865 

nil. 

nil. 

5,286 

4,944 

nil. 

nil. 

1851 

110,163 

25,152 

5,296 

5,819 

101,976 

nil. 

nil. 

1852 

137,978 

4,596 

28,815 

10,652 

195,865 

nil. 

nil. 

A  STATEMENT  showing  the  Quantity  of  Inland  Coal  liable  to  Duty  that  during  the  Year 
1852  was  brought  by  the  Granb  Junction  Canal  and  delivered  between  the  spot  where  the 
Boundary  Stone  was  originally  placed  and  where  it  at  present  stands,  as  compared  with  the 
Quantity  of  Seaborne  Coal  (on  which  a  Drawback  has  been  allowed)  that  has  been  conveyed 
beyond  the  Limits  of  20  Miles  from  the  (General  Post-office,  during  the  same  Period. 

Inland  coal  liable  to  duty  brought  to  and  delivered  on  that  portion  of  the  canal  between  the  old 
boundary  post  and  the  stone  as  it  at  present  stands  -•-•-•-     1,964  tons. 

Seaborne  coal  on  which  a  drawback  has  been  allowed  on  passing  the  stone  placed  at  the  present 
boundary  on  the  Grand  Junction  Canal  .••••••-     5,545  tons. 


A  STATEMENT  showing  the  Gross  Imports  by  Railways  and  Canal  (Seaborne  excluded) 
during  the  Year  1852,  as  compared  with  the  Gross  Amount  of  Exemptions  and  Drawbacks 
allowed  during  the  said  Period,  in  conformity  with  the  Provisions  of  the  Act  14  &  15  Vict. 
€.146(1851). 


185  2. 


Imports. 

Exports  and  Deliveries  beyond  Boundarieg. 

Railways  - 
Canals      « 

- 

Tons. 
-     377,907 
•       38,918 

Tons          -         .         .         .     336,773 

411,820 

0.49. 
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A  COMPARATIVE  STATEMENT  showing  a  List  of  Towns  within  and  bejond  the  Boun- 
dary of  Twenty  Miles  from  the  General  Post-office,  that  by  the  operation  of  the  Act  14  &  15 
Vict.  c.  146,  have  been  rendered  liable  to  the  Payment  of  Duties  on  Coals  brought  within  the 
Limits,  or  entitled  to  receive  a  Drawback  of  the  Duties  on  Coals  conveyed  beyond. 

Towns  i^ndered  liable  to  duty  that,  previous  to  the  Act  8  &  9  Vict.  c.  101,  were  free  from 
taxation  : — St.  Alban's. 

Towns  entitled,  in  conformity  with  the  Act  14  &  15  Vict.  c.  146  (1961),  to  receive  a  drawback  on 
seaborne  and  other  coal  conveyed  beyond  the  boundary,  and  which  towns  were  previously  to  the 
said  Act  indirectly  taxed  with  the  duties  on  coal: — Gravesend,  Dorking,  Guildford,  Famham, 
"Windsor,  Hitchin,  Stevenage,  Welwyn,  Bnntingford,  Bishop's  Stortford,  Sawbridgeworth,  Harlow, 
Ware,  &c. 

J.  B.  Scott, 
Clerk  and  Registrar  of  the  Coal  Market. 


Appendix,  No#  9. 


Appendix,  No.  9.  ^  STATEMENT,  showing  the  Approximate  Quantities  on  which  a  Drawback  has 
been  allowed,  during  the  Year  1852,  on  Coals  conveyed  beyond  the  Port  of  London^ 
and  the  Limits  of  the  London  District. 

Tons. 

Railways '-...  80,069 

Canals 69.817 

Sleaiu  Stores 60,142 

British  Possessions      --------  43,255 

Foreign  Ports     ---------  22,545 

Coast 1.239 

Total  Drawbacks      -      -      -    277,057 


A  STATEMENT,  showing  the  Quantities  on  which  an  ExBMPTtON  or  Returk  of 

Duties  have  been  allowed,  during  the  Year  1852,  on  Coals  conveyed  beyond  the 

Limits  of  the  London  District. 

Tons. 

River  Thames  (below  Port) 15,621 

Railways    ----------       12,031 

Coke  consuoied  by  Engines  of  Railway  Companies  beyondl     27704 

Canals        ----------  390 

Road  Traffic       -• 2,068 

Total  Exemptions  or  Return  of  Duty    -     -      -      47,844 


Drawbacks 


RECAPITULATION. 

Return  of  Duty     - 

- 

- 

Tons. 

277,067 

47,844 

J.R 

324,901 

.  Scott, 
Clerk  and  Registrar. 
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Appendix,  No.  10. 


PAPER  delivered  in  by  Mr.  B.  Scott. 


A  STATEMENT  of  the  Pensions  granted  by  the  Corporation  of  London  to  Dbputt  Sea-Coal 
Metbrs,  upon  the  Abolition  of  their  Offices  by  the  operation  of  the  Act  1  &  2  Will.  4,  c.  76, 
stating  when  the  said  Pensions  were  granted,  and  the  Length  of  Seryice  of  each  Pensioner ; 
also  how  many  of  the  said  Pensioners  survived  on  the  1st  January  1853,  and  the  Amount  of 
their  Annual  Pensions  still  payable. 


App«idiZ|  No.  10» 


No. 


1 

2 

S 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

10 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

36 

37 


40 
41 
42 
43 
44 
45 
46 
47 
48 
49 
50 


NAME. 


Benjamin  Nettleford 

Joseph  Morse   -        -        . 

Robert  Chippine 

Samuel  Mitchell        ? 

James  Bryon     -        -        . 

Samuel  Newell 

William  Taylor 

John  Clotworthy 

James  Collius  -        -        - 

Henry  King      -        -        - 

John  King        -        .        . 

William  Moss  -        -        - 

James  Whitehead 

Thomas  Aylwin 

WiUiam  Cobb  - 

William  Smith  - 

Carter  Cook      .        -        - 

John  Jomes       -        -        - 

Philip  Smith     - 

John  Allen        -        .        - 

Bei^amin  (Jay 

John  Hunter     -        -        . 

Joseph  Carter  -        .        - 

Thomas  Bum  Desormeanx 

Thomas  North  -        -        - 

James  Broughton 

John  Pink        -        -        - 

John  Warwick  -        .        - 

Joseph  Newman 

Phineas  Pound 

Richard  Price  -        -        - 

John  M*Cann   -        -        - 

Bei\jamin  Hack 

John  Perrin      -         -         - 

William  Hunt  - 

William  Prizeman     - 

James  Flockhart 

James  C.  S.  Hill 

Michael  Worth 

Alfred  Hancock 

Thomas  James  Ventris 

Thomas  Fletcher 

Henry  Ginger  -        -        - 

Richard  Barnes 

William  Smith  Bryon 

George  King     .        -        - 

Edward  Hammond    - 

Isaac  Wells      -        -        - 

Gex>rgo  Snuggs 

William  Davis  .        -        - 


Length  of  Senrioe. 


Superannuated 


25  years  and  upwards 


ft 
9f 
97 

99 
» 
99 


^    ' 


20  to  25  years 


99 


15  to  20  years  - 


97 


Amoont 

of  Ftaifians 

granted. 


£.  s. 

107  17 

107  17 

107  17 

107  17 

140  - 

140  - 

140  - 

140  - 

140  - 

140  - 

140  - 

140  - 

140  - 

140  - 

140  - 

140  - 

140  - 

140  - 

140  - 

140  - 

140  - 

140  - 

140  - 

140  - 

140  - 

140  - 

140  - 

140  - 

140  - 

140  - 

140  - 

180  - 

130  - 

180  - 

130  - 

180  - 

130  - 

180  - 

180  -* 

130  - 

180  - 

130  - 

130  - 

130  - 

130  - 

130  - 

130  - 

130  - 

180  - 

130  - 


AiBtantof 

^emiottt  payable 

to  Snrvlvon. 


£.     «.     d. 


107  17     6 


140     -     « 


140     -     - 


140 
140 


180     -     • 


ISO 
ISO 

130 


130     -     - 
(continued^ 


0.49. 
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Amowit 

Amoontof 

No. 

NAME. 

Length  of  Service. 

of  Ptaekms 

granted. 

to  Snrrhron. 

£•      «. 

d. 

£.     t.     d. 

61 

Alexander  Waugh     - 

- 

10  to  16  years  - 

• 

120     - 

— 

120     -    - 

62 

Edward  Vennor 

• 

*          »            " 

• 

120     - 

— 

53 

Samuel  Woodward    - 

• 

■          jj            • 

• 

120     - 

^ 

120     -    - 

54 

Thomas  Hurst 

• 

*                 T>                    * 

• 

120     - 

. 

120     -    - 

66 

Joseph  Fleming 

. 

yy 

. 

120     - 

. 

66 

William  Jones  - 

. 

■                 M 

• 

120     - 

. 

57 

John  Nicholas  Barron 

. 

*                 W 

. 

120     - 

— 

58 

George  Tumbridge    - 

• 

"           n 

. 

120     - 

— 

69 

Richard  Brown 

• 

*                >9 

• 

120     - 

— 

60 

Frederick  William  Zurhorst 

*                 » 

• 

120     - 

. 

120     -    - 

61 

James  Chapman 
Richard  Sykes  - 
George  Maguire 
Barney  M.Hill 

• 

"                 »                     • 

• 

120     - 

_ 

62 

• 

"                 >1 

• 

120     - 

^ 

63 

- 

"                 »                     • 

• 

120     - 

•• 

120    -    - 

64 

• 

*                W 

• 

120     - 

_ 

65 

George  Jackson 

• 

"                ?> 

• 

120     - 

— 

120     -    - 

66 

RKing   - 

- 

'               V 

• 

120     - 

— 

67 

Philip  Thompson 

. 

•            »» 

• 

120     - 

— 

68 

Joseph  Gandell 

- 

"            » 

. 

120     - 

» 

60 

James  Child      - 

• 

'                91 

• 

120     - 

— 

120    -    - 

70 

Benjamin  B.  Cowell 

• 

"79 

• 

120     - 

— 

71 

Thomas  Fox 

• 

"                 » 

• 

120     - 

— 

72 

Thomas  Hill      • 

• 

■                 » 

. 

120     - 

— 

120     -    - 

73 

John  Russell     - 

• 

•                 >» 

• 

120     - 

— 

74 

Horatio  R.  Houlgate 

- 

5  to  10  years  (Clasi 

»i) 

110     - 

— 

75 

Thomas  Wilt    - 

• 

"          »           • 

110     - 

— 

76 

John  Thomas  Cox     - 

• 

"          »>           " 

. 

110     - 

_ 

no    -   - 

77 

Benjamin  Foster 

- 

"          >»           - 

• 

110     - 

— 

78 

Joseph  Webb     - 

- 

99 

- 

110     - 

- 

no   -  - 

79 

David  Dodson  - 

• 

■                 W                    " 

, 

110     - 

— 

80 

James  Lavender 

• 

*                 »                    • 

. 

110     - 

«« 

no   -   ^ 

81 

Edward  Stocks 

^ 

"                 >>                   - 

. 

110     - 

mm 

no   -   - 

82 

Joseph  Bell 

• 

"                 »                    - 

. 

110     - 

- 

83 

George  Hughes 
Joseph  Scales    - 

• 

"                 »                    • 

. 

110     - 

— 

no   -   - 

84 

•    '    • 

99 

• 

110     - 

— 

85 

James  Davis     - 

- 

"                   >»                      - 

. 

110     - 

- 

no   -   - 

86     i 

Henry  Cole 

. 

"                   »                     - 

• 

no   - 

- 

no   -   - 

87 

Thomas  Watson 

• 

"                  »                      - 

. 

no   - 

_ 

no   -  - 

88 

Francis  G.  Smith 

. 

*                  »                      - 

. 

no   - 

— 

89 

Harry  H,  Hale  - 

• 

*                  >>                      - 

. 

no   - 

- 

no   -   - 

90 

John  Barber     - 

• 

•                   >>                      - 

. 

no   - 

- 

no   -   - 

91 

Strickland  Muggeridge 

- 

"                   »                     - 

• 

no   - 

— 

92 

William  Henry  Grove 

. 

•                   >»                     • 

. 

no   - 

- 

93 

Thomas  N.  Wilkins  - 

. 

'         ■        ff 

. 

no   - 

- 

no   -   - 

94 

Henry  Hemsley 

- 

6  to  10  years  (Class  2) 

100    - 

- 

100    -    - 

95 

Edward  Cable  - 

• 

*         »           • 

• 

100    - 

- 

96 

Samuel  William  Freeman 

. 

■         >> 

• 

100    - 

- 

100    -    - 

97 

Stephen  Farley  Hale 

• 

*          »           • 

• 

100    - 

- 

98 

Joseph  Collyer  - 

- 

"            w              ■ 

. 

100    - 

- 

100    -    - 

99 

John  Munting  - 

- 

"                99                   ' 

. 

100    - 

- 

100 

Henry  Clode 

- 

"                 »                    • 

• 

100    - 

— 

100    -    - 

101 

William  Hamper 

- 

■                 »                    • 

• 

100    - 

- 

102 

Thomas  Freeman 

• 

"                 »                    • 

• 

100    - 

— 

103 

Thorn  a-*  Carter  - 

. 

"                 >l 

• 

100    - 

— 

100    -    - 

104 

James  Craney   - 

• 

'                 99                   ' 

. 

100     - 

— 

J 

105 

James  Jacks      - 

- 

"                 »                    • 

. 

100     - 

- 

100     -     - 

106 

(jeorge  Smeeton 

- 

"                 »                    • 

. 

100     - 

— 

107 

Nicholas  Smith 

. 

•                 jj                    • 

• 

100     - 

— 

108 

William  Mouat 

. 

•                 »                    " 

. 

100     - 

~ 

100     -    • 

109 

William  E.  Hunt       - 

- 

■*                 >>                    " 

. 

100     - 

. 

110 

Edward  S.  Spencer    - 

- 

'                 »                    ■ 

• 

100     - 

- 

111 

George  R.  Frieakc     - 

• 

■                 »>                    * 

• 

100     - 

- 

100     -     - 

112 

William  Henry  Newman 

- 

■                 » 

. 

100     - 

- 

113 

Robert  D.  Drury 

- 

•                 »                   " 

• 

100     - 

- 

114 

John  Day 
John  C.  Bonnett 

- 

6  to  10  years  (Class  3) 

00     - 

- 

90     -     - 

115 

- 

"          j>           * 

. 

00     - 

. 

90     -    - 

116 

Henry  Meriton 

• 

■         »           ■ 

• 

J)0     - 

- 

90     -    - 

117 

William  Burr    - 

. 

"         >•           * 

. 

90     - 

^ 

90     -     - 

118 

George  Seal 

- 

*         >>           * 

• 

90     - 

. 

90     -    - 

119 

Thomas  Skegg  Driver 

- 

•         >>           • 

• 

90     - 

mm 

90     -    - 

120 

Thomas  Fisher  - 

• 

•         »           • 

• 

90     - 

— 

90     -    - 

121 

Thomas  Wilkinson     - 

• 

•         »           • 

• 

90     - 

— 

90     -    - 

122 

Charles  Teuton  - 

• 

•         »           • 

- 

90     - 

— 
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No. 


123 
124 
125 
136 
127 
128 
129 
ISO 
181 
132 
133 
134 
185 
136 
137 
138 
139 
140 
141 
142 
143 
144 
145 
146 
147 
148 
149 
150 
151 
152 


NAME. 


Joseph  Silvester         -        -        - 
Henry  Ledger  -        -        -        - 
James  Betts      .        .        •        - 
Michael  Knill  . 
George  Frederick  Denman 
Edward  Michael  Perriman 
Joseph  R.  Buttemer  ... 
Thomas  P.  Rose        ... 
George  Fisher  -        -        -        - 
Robert  Higgins  ... 

Jonathan  Tilley         ... 
George  Tucker  Coleman    - 
John  Johnson   .... 
William  Vandj         ... 
John  William  Neverd 
Charles  J.  Hurcombe 
John  Newton    .        -        - 
Harry  Gibbons  ... 

Thomas  Jones  .... 
James  William  Wooden    - 
Thomas  James  Ventris,  junior    - 
Benjamin  Cordell      ... 
John  Anderson         ... 
Thomas  8mart  .        -        .        - 
Peter  Martin    .... 
Philip  Thomas  Hurlock    - 
Francis  Henshaw       ... 
Nathaniel  P.  Giles    - 
Richard  Johnson       ... 
William  Ledger         ... 
Mr.  William  Druminer,  late  prin- 
cipal clerk  to  the  Coal  Meters, 
in  trust .        .        .        .        - 
Mr.  John  Freeman,  late  first  assist- 
ant clerk  to  the  Coal  Meters  - 
Mr.  William  Vale,jun.,  late  second 
assistant    clerk    to   the    Coal 
Meters  -        -        .        .        . 
Mr.  Edward  White,  late  collector 
of  groundage  of  colliers  and 
water-bailliage  on  coals  - 


Length  of  Senioe. 


5  to  10  years  (Class  3) 


Under  6  years  - 


Amount 

of  Peniioos 

granted. 


£. 
90 
90 
00 
90 
90 
90 
90 
90 
90 
90 
90 
90 
80 
80 
80 
80 
80 
80 
80 
80 
80 
80 
80 
80 
80 
80 
80 
80 
80 
80 


682  10  - 

248  17  6 

248  17  6 

220  -  - 


%0  Suryivors,  whose  Pensions  amount  to  a  Total  of    - 


-    £. 


Amount  of         Appendix,  No.  10* 
Pensions  payable  — 

to  SorriTora. 


£.  s.  d. 

90  -  - 

90  -  - 

90  -  - 

90  -  - 

90  -  - 

90  -  - 


90     -    - 


80     -     - 


80  - 

80  - 

80  - 

80  - 

80  - 

80  - 


248  17     6 


6,446  16    " 


ffote — ^There  is  also  a  compensation  allowance  of  600  /.  per  annum  to  the  Lord  M^yor  for  the 
time  beingy  for  the  loss  of  fees  on  permiti  and  payment  under  Act  of  the  9th  Anne. 


Chamber  of  London,1 
6  June  1853.        J 


Benj.  8cMf  Chief  Clerk. 


M9- 
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Appendix,  No.  11. 


RETURN  of  the  Sums  charged  by  Parliament  on  the  Produce  of  the  Coal  Duties  in 
force  previously  to  ihe  Act  Ist  &  2d  Will.  4,  c.  76  (Local  and  Personal),  and  remaining 
unpaid  on  the  31st  day  of  December  1831 ;  the  Sums  subsequently  so  charged,  specify- 
ing the  Acts  of  Parliament  by  authority  of  which  they  have  been  Raised,  and  the  Purposes 
for  which  the  Money  was  Expended,  and  the  Amount  of  the  Principal  Sums  respectively 
charged  on  the  Coal  Duties  and  remaining  Due  on  the  5th  January  1853. 


The  Sums  charged  by  Parliament  on  the  Produce  of  the  Coal  Duties  in  force  previously  to 
the  Act  Ist  and  2d  Will.  4,  c.  76  (Local  and  Personal),  and  remaining  unpaid  on  the 
31st  day  of  December  1831  ;  specifying  the  Acts  of  Parliament  by  authority  of  which 
they  have  been  raised,  and  the  Purposes  for  which  the  Money  was  Expended. 


No  sums  were  chargeable  solely  on  any  coal  duties  previously  to  the 
said  Act  and  remaining  unpaid  on  the  31st  December  1831  ;  but  the 
following  sums  remaining  payable,  had  been  then  authorised  to  be 
charged  upon  the  "  Orphans'  Fund  "  and  the  "  London  Bridge 
Approaches  Fund,"  to  the  credit  of  which  funds  the  duty  of  8  d.  per 
ton  on  coals  had  been  directed  to  be  carried. 

[Remaining  of  the  loan  of  95,000  /.  authorised  by  Act  52d  Geo.  3,  c.  209, 
for  building  a  new  prison  for  debtors  for  London  and  county  of 
Middlesex   ----------- 

Remaining  of  the  loan  of  5,000/.  authorised  by  Act  52d  Geo.  3,  c.  210, 
for  improving  Moorfields       -------- 

Remaining  of  tne  loan  of  80,000  L  authorised  by  Act  55  Geo.  3.  c.  91, 
for  clearing  and  providing  a  site  for  the  General  Post  Office    - 

Authorised  by  Act  10  Geo.  4,  c.  136,  for  improving  the  approaches  to 
London  Bridge     ---------- 

Authorised  by  Act  11th  Geo.  4,  c.  64,  for  defraying  the  expenses  of 
the  removal  of  Fleet  Market  -----.. 


Total    •    - 


£. 


Chamber  of  London,! 
9  July  1853.        J 


s.    d. 


1,000  -  - 

1,500  -  - 

68,100  -  - 

1,000,000  -  - 

250,000  -  - 


1,320,600     -     - 


Benjamin  Scott^ 

Chief  Clerk. 


The  Sums  charged  by  Parliament  on  the  produce  of  the  coal  duties  in  fprce  subsequei^ly 
to  the  passing  of  the  Act  Ist  &  2d  Will.  4,c.  76  (Local  and  Personal),  specifymg  the 
Acts  of  ParUament  by  authority  of  which  they  have  been  raised,  and  the  Purposes  for 
which  they  have  been  Expended. 


Charged  on  the  London  Bridge  Approaches  Fund,  to  which  the  Duty  of  8  d.  per 
Ton  is  applicable : 


For  improving  the  site  of  the  Royal  Exchange  in  the  city  of  London 
and  the  avenues  adjoining  thereto,  pursuant  to  Act  1st  &  2d  Vict, 
c.  100 

For  further  improving  the  avenues  adjoining  the  Royal  Exchange, 
pursuant  to  Act  5th  &  6th  Vict.  c.  101 

Towards  the  expense  of  making  a  street  towords  Clerkenwell  Green, 
pursuant  to  Act  5th  k  6th  Vict.  c.  101  -        -        •    .    * 

Charge  upon  the  fund  by  the  Commissioners  of  Her  Majesty'^  Woods, 
Forests,  &c.,  pursuant  to  Act  2d  &  3d  Vict.  c.  80,  to  be  applied 
under  Act  3d  &  4th  JTict.  c.  87,  for  making  certain  additional 
thoroughfares  in  the  metropolis,  viz.,  a  street  from  Oxford-street  to 
Holborn ;  a  street  from  Long  Acre  to  Charlotte-street,  Bloomsbury  ; 
and  a  street  from  the  London  Docks  to  Spitalfields  Church,  with 
interest  at  5  /.  per  cent  per  annum  from  the  24th  August  1839 


150,000  -  - 
40,000  -  - 
25,000     -    - 


200,000     -    - 
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Charge  made  upon  the  fund  by  the  Commissioners  of  Her  Majesty's 
Woods,  Forests,  &c.  pursuant  to  Act  3d  &  4th  Vict.  c.  87,  to  be 
applied  towards  the  improvements  before  mentioned,  with  interest  at 
5  /.  per  cent,  per  annum  from  7th  August  1840        -        •        .        . 

Charge  made  upon  the  fund  by  the  Commissioners  of  Her  Majesty's 
Woods,  Forests,  &c.  to  be  applied  under  Act  4th  &  6th  Vict.  c.  12, 
in  formation  of  a  new  street  from  Coventry-street  to  Long  Acre,  and 
another  from  liast  Smithfield  to  Rosemary-lane,  and  in  aid  of  Im- 
provements in  Southwark  and  Westminster,  with  interest  at  6  /.  per 
cent,  per  annum  from  the  10th  May  1841        -        -        -        .        . 

Charge  made  upon  the  fund  by  the  Commissioners  of  Her  Majesty's 
Woods,  Forests,  &c.  pursuant  to  Act  13th  &  14th  Vict.  c.  103,  to  be 
applied  towards  the  satisfaction  and  discharge  of  monies  already 
raised  for  the  improvement  of  the  metropolis,  or  such  further  im- 
provements as  shall  be  sanctioned  by  any  future  Act  of  Parliament  - 

Charge  made  upon  the  fund  by  the  Commissioners  of  Her  Majesty's 
Woods,  Forests,  &c.,  pureuant  to  Act  13th  and  14th  Vict.  c.  103, 
towards  the  expenses  of  making  and  completing  a  line  of  street  in 
Southwark  ---------.. 

Charge  made  upon  the  fund  by  the  Commissioners  of  Her  Majesty's 
Woods,  Forests,  &c.,  pursuant  to  Act  13th  &  14th  Vict.  c.  103, 
towards  the  expenses  of  making,  forming,  and  completing  the  new 
street  in  Westminster  intended  to  be  called  Victoria  street 

Charge  authorised,  pursuant  to  Act  13th  8c  14th  Vict.  c.  103,  s.  7,  for 
the  purposes  of  completing  the  improvements  from  Farringdon-street 
to  Coppice-row,  Clerkenwell  -----.. 


The  interest  on  the  above-mentioned  sums  of  200,000  /.,  1 00,000  /., 
and  189,000  /.,  and  which  has  not  been  paid  out  of  the  grow- 
ing produce  of  the  fund,  amounted  on  the  6th  January  1863 
to  the  sum  of------... 

Total    -    -    -    £. 


r  J     Appendix,  No.  11. 


100,000     -     - 


189,000     -     - 

116,000     -     - 

80,000     -     - 

i 

30,000     -     - 
68,000     -     - 


968,000     -     - 


296,302     7  11 


1,264,302     7   11 


JVbre.— The  surplus  of  the  Fund,  of  uncertain  amount,  is  directed  by  Act  13th  &  I4th 
V  ict.  c.  1 03,  to  be  applied  to  openmg  an  improved  line  of  communication  between  Coventrv- 
street  and  Covent  Garden.  •' 


Chamber  of  London,*) 
9  July  1863.        J 


Benjamin  Scott, 

Chief  Clerk. 


THE  AMOUNT  of  the  Peikoipal  Sims  respectivelv  charged  on  the  several  Coal  Dvtiest 
and  remaining  Due  on  the  6th  January  1863. 

Charges  on  Duty  of  id.  per  Ton: 

fAould  direct  md  Moction;  .nd  by  tlie  AcrH  lOV^t  c  L  fW  •  "'''"""i 
Het  Majesty's  Woodi^  4».  were  eipo»e«d  »  d»™  S;!!^^^*^?""?^?.."' 
«.id  fund  (cdled  the  MetroHU  lB£»vei»«it  fS^  ^^.. JSin^.J^?'  ""! 
.th.n.i«  to  apply  the  tadTstoeksf  .nd  .^"i.SmiTtr^'dSd'i"^???^;^''! 
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Appendix,  No.  ii. 


Charges  on  the  London  Bridge  Approaches  Fund,  to  which  the  Duty  of  Sd.  per 
Ton  is  applicable : 


The  undermentioned  sums  had  been  authorised  to  be  charged  upon 
the  London  Bridge  Approaches  Fund,  to  the  credit  of  which  fund 
the  duty  of  Sd.  per  ton  is  carried  and  remained  payable  on  the 
5th  January  1853  :— 

Charge  made  upon  the  fund  by  the  Commissioners  of  Her  Majesty's 
Woods,  Forests,  &c.  pursuant  to  Act  2d  &  3d  Vict.  c.  80,  to  be 
applied  under  Act  3d  &  4th  Vict  c.  87,  for  making  certain  additional 
thoroughfares  in  the  metropolis;  namely,  a  street  fi-om  Oxford- 
street  to  Holborn;  a  street  from  Long  Acre  to  Charlotte-street, 
Bloomsbury;  and  a  street  from  the  London  Docks  to  Spitalfields 
Church,  with  interest  at  5  per  cent,  per  annum  from  the  24th  August 
1839 


Charge  made  upon  the  fund  by  the  Commissioners  of  Her  Majesty's 
Woods,  Forests,  &c.  pursuant  to  Act  3d  &  4th  Vict.  c.  87,  to  be 
applied  towards  the  improvements  before  mentioned,  with  interest 
at  5  per  cent,  per  annum  from  7  August  1840         -        -        -        - 

Charge  made  upon  the  fund  by  the  Commissioners  of  Her  Majesty's 
Woods,  Forests,  &c.  to  be  applied  under  Act  4th  8c  5th  Vict.  c.  12, 
in  formation  of  a  new  street  from  Coventry-street  to  Long-acre,  and 
another  from  East  Smithfield  to  Rosemary-lane,  and  in  aid  of 
improvements  in  Southwark  and  Westminster,  with  interest  at 
5/.  per  cent,  per  annum  from  the  10th  May  1841    -        .        -        - 

Charge  made  upon  the  fund  by  the  Commissioners  of  Her  Majesty's 
Woods.  Forests,  &c.  pursuant  to  Act  13th  &  14th  Vict.  c.  103,  to 
be  applied  towards  the  satisfaction  and  discharge  of  monies  already 
raised  for  the  improvement  of  the  metropolis,  or  such  further  im- 
provements as  shall  be  sanctioned  by  any  future  Act  of  Parliament  - 

Charge  made  upon  the  fund  by  the  Commissioners  of  Her  Majesty's 
Woods,  Forests,  &c.  pursuant  to  Act  13th  &  14th  Vict.  c.  103, 
towards  the  expense  of  making  and  completing  a  line  of  street  in 
Southwark  ----------- 

Charsre  made  upon  the  fund  by  the  Commissioners  of  Her  Majesty's 
Woods,  Forests,  &c.  pursuant  to  Act  13th  &  14th  Vict  c.  103, 
towards  the  expenses  of  making,  forming,  and  completing  the  new 
street  in  Westminster,  intended  to  be  called  Victoria  Street    - 

Charge  authorised  to  be  made  by  the  Corporation  of  London  pursuant 
to  Act  13th  &  14th  Vict.  c.  103.  s.  7,  for  the  purposes  of  complet- 
ing the  improvements  from  Farringdon-street  to  Coppice-row, 
Clerkenwell         --------.. 


The  interest  on  the  above-mentioned  sums  of  200,000  /.,  100,000/., 
and  189,000/.,  and  which  has  not  been  paid  out  of  the  growing 
produce  of  the  fund,  amounted,  on  the  5th  January  1853,  to 
the  sum  of  ---------- 

£. 


£.       s.    d. 


200,000     -     - 


100,000     -    - 


189,000     -     - 


116,000     -     - 


30.000     -     - 


30,000     -     - 


88,000     -     - 


753,000     -     - 


296,302     7  11 


1,049.302     7  11 


AW.  —The  surplus  of  the  fund  of  uncertain  amount  is  directed  by  Act  13th  &  14th  Vict 
c.  103,  to  be  applied  to  opening  an  improved  line  of  communication  between  Coventry- 
street  and  Covent  Garden. 


Chamber  of  London,  i 
9  July  1853.         J 


Benfamin  Scott^ 

Chief  Clerk. 
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Appendix,  No.  12. 


RETURN  of  the  Sums  chargeable  and  actually  raised  under  the  Provisions  of  the  Acts  9  &  10  Vict. 
c.  34,  and  13  &  14  Vict,  c,  109,  by  which  Powers  were  given  to  Her  Majesty's  Commissioners  op 
Works  to  make  certain  Improvements  in  Spitalfields ;  specifying  the  Date  of  each  Loan,  the  Rate  of 
Interest,  the  Repayments  (if  any),  and  the  Balance  of  Principal  and  Interest  remaining  due  on  the 
5th  January  1853  : — Also,  an  Account  of  the  Mode  in  which  the  Monies  raised  under  the  said  Acts  have 
been  Expended,  to  the  same  Date. 


Sum  chargeable  under  the  provisions  of  the  Act  9  &  10  Vict.  c.  84 
Ditto     -    -     -     ditto      -    -     -     of  the  Act  13  &  14  Vict.  c.  109 


Total  Amount  Chargeable    - 


1849: 
29  September 


31  October 
19  December 

1850: 
7  February 
1  May  - 
29  June  - 
4  October 

1851: 
3  Feb.    . 


11  November 


RECEIPTS : 
The  Bank  of  England  for  let  instalment  of  loan  of 
87,919/.  7  f.,  bearing  interest  at  4  per  cent,  per 
annum  -------- 

Ditto     -     -     -     for  2d  instalment       -         -         - 
Ditto     -    -     -     for  3d       ditto  -         -         -         - 


£.    s.    d. 

120,000  -  - 

60,000  -  - 


180,000 


Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 

Ditto 


Ditto     -     -     - 

49,239/.  16  «. 
per  annum 


for  4th  ditto 

for  5th  ditto 

for  6th  ditto 

for  7  th  ditto 

for  8th  ditto 


for  let  instalment  of  2d  loan  of 
6  £/.,  bearing  interest  at  4  per  cent. 


7     - 


20,919 
10,000 
10,000 

10,000 
10,000 
10,000 
10,000 


7,000     -     - 


87,919     7     - 


25,000     -     - 


Produce  of  the  sale  of  Three  per  Cent.  Consolidated  Annuities,  purchased  in  pursuance 
.   of  the  Act  8  &  9  Vict.  c.  101,  with  monies  arising  ^m  the  1  d.  coal  duties,  between 

3l8t  December  1845  and  3l8t  March  1849   -------- 

Produce  of  the  1  d.  coal  duty  between  31st  March  1849  and  the  dOtb  September  1852, 

paid  to  the  Bank  of  England  in  part  discharge  of  principal  and  interest  of  loans 
Proceeds  of  sales  of  old  materials  and  fixtures  -..-•.- 

Rents  collected     ------------- 


s.   d. 


Total  Amount  of  Receipts 


EXPENDITURE  : 
Purchase  of  premises  and  compensation  to  tenants 
Surveys,  valuations,  and  costs  of  awards  - 
Law  charges         -..--- 
Repayment  of  principal  of  loans      •        .         - 
Interest  on  loans    •--.-• 
Interest  on  purohase^monies    -        .        -         - 
Rents 


Shoring  up  houses  -         -         -         -         -         -         •         -- 

Putting  up  hoarding,  building  sewers  and  vaults,.and  paving  the  new  street 
Rates  and  taxes    •-----.---         -• 

Salary  of  the  clerk  of  the  works      ---.-.-•- 
Miscellaneous  payments  «.---.--»- 

Total  Amount  of  Expenditure    -    • 
Balahcb  in  Hand  on  the  5th  January  1853     - 


112,919 

7 

. 

43,672 

13 

9 

49,068 
5,338 

2 
14 

8 
4 

314 

16 

8 

211,313  14  5 

133,150 

2,868 

8 
12 

11 

5,946 

12 

10 

41,235 

8,067 

266 

11 
16 
18 

9 

10 

1 

2,898 

8 

1 

1,096 
6,042 

10 
5 

7 
10 

1,299 
220 

— 

10 

8 

79 

4 

2 

203,171  10  7 

• 

£. 

53  -  . 

8,142  3  10 

The  balance  of  principal  due  to  the  Bank  of  England  on 

5th  January  1853,  was     -         -    .     - 
Ditto     •     -  of  intere&t  at  the  same  date       .        -        • 


£.      $.    d. 

71,683  15     3 

141     8     1 


Total  Amount  due 


.    £. 


71,825     3     4 


William  Molesuoorth^ 
Chief  Commissioner  of  Her  Majesty's  Works  and  Public  Buildings. 


22  July  1853. 


Examined, 


A.  MarshaU. 


t)49. 
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Mr.  WarrejC^  Opinion,  20  April  1863. 

Appendix,  No.  13.       I  am  of  opinion  that  no  portion  of  the  duty  on  coals,  brought  by  canal  or  railway,  within 

20  miles  of  London,  but  not  delivered  into  the  port  of  London,  by  law  necessarily  accrues 

to,  or  forms  a  portion  of  the  London  Bridge  Approaches  Fund. 

The  charge  on  duty  levied  on  canal-borne  coal,  and  that  levied  on  coal  imported  other- 
wise into  the  port  of  London,  are  essentially  distinct  in  their  origin  and  character.  The 
former  duty  would  seem  to  date  from  1805,  by  the  46  Geo.  3,  c.  128;  the  latter,  in  the 
shape  of  the  Orphans'  Fund,  was  established  in  the  year  1694,  by  stat.  6  &  6  Will. 
&  Mary,  c.  10,  The  amount  of  the  former  was  1  s.  3rf.,  since  reduced  to  1  5.  \d.\  the 
amount  of  the  Orphan  Fund  was  4  rf.  for  the  meta^e,  and  6  d,  per  ton  for  every  ton  of 
coals  imported  into  the  port  of  London.  This  distmction  clearly  existed  down  to  the 
passing  of  the  10  Geo.  4,  c.  136,  the  72d  section  of  which  charges  the  duty  of  6rf.  per  ton, 
as  the  fund  on  which  the  advances  by  the  Treasury  was  to  be  secured,  and  which  duty  was 
the  main  foundation  of  what  i&  subsequently  denominated  "  The  London  Biidges  Approaches 
Fund."  In  neither  that  or  any  subsequent  statute  is  there  any  express  mention  of  the 
above  duty  of  Is,  Id.  charged  on  canal-borne  coal,  as  constituting  a  part  of  the  Fund  in 
question,  nor  do  I  find  any  language  in  any  of  these  Acts  which  can  fairly  be  construed  10 
include  it  by  implication.  The  only  words  on  which  any  argument  to  the  contrary  could 
be  founded,  are  the  words,  "  brought  by  inland  conveyance,"  used  in  stat.  3  &  4  Vict.  c.  87, 
8.  92,  and  recited  in  a  subsequent  statute ;  but  these  words  are,  in  my  opinion,  far  too  vauue 
to  create  a  new  and  additional  charge  upon  the  corporate  funds;  so  important  an  operation  . 
would  undoubtedly  have  been  efiected  by  direct  ana  substantive  enactment. 

As  at  the  time  when  this  *'  Fund  "  was  created,  both  the  corporation  and  the  Government 
were  aware  of  the  existende  of  these  two  distinct  sources  of  revenue,  they  must  be  taken  to 
have  intentionally  excluded  the  canal  duty,  by  their  specific  appropnation  of  the  other 
duties  ;  on  the  ordinary  principle  of  law,  that  ''  the  express  mention  of  one  thing  implies 
the  exclusion  of  another,*' — Co.  Litt.  210  a. 

20  April  1853.  (signed)        Samuel  Warren. 
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[N.B. — In  ihis  Index  the  Numerals  foUowiog  Rep,  refer  to  the  Page  of  the  Report;  the  Figures 
following  tlie  Names  of  the  Witnesses  refer  to  the  Questions  of  the  Evidence,  and  those  following 
App,  to  the  Page  of  the  Appendix.] 


A, 

ABERDEEN.  Return  of  the  amount  of  harbour  dues  levied  on  coals  at  Aberdeen,  and 
payable  to  the  Commissioners  for  the  Improvement  of  the  Harbour,  in  the  years  1851 
and  1852,  App.  105. 

Abolition  of  Duties.  The  coal  tax  should  be  taken  off*  both  sea-borne  and  inland  coals ; 
it  would  be  very  disadvantageous  if  what  is  done  is  not  applied  to  both,  Wood  831-833^ 

See  also  Inland  Coals,  1.        Manufactories.        Sea-borne  Coals. 

Accounts.  Son)e  accounts  relative  to  entries  on  coals  have  recently  been  sent  from  the 
Chamberlain's  Office  to  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury,  in  accordance  with  an  order  from  the 
Treasury  to  thai  effect,  Scott  2. 

Acts  of  Parliament.  Evidence  in  detail  as  to  the  various  Acts  of  Parliament  under  which  the 
City  of  London  levy  the  tax  on  coals  ;  the  origin  of  the  coal  tax  was  by  a  charter  of  James 

the  Fiist,  in  the  third  year  of  his  reign,  Tyrrell  4  etseq  ;   Dickinson  285-291 Complaint 

that  the  coal  tax  has  been  again  and  again  continued  by  various  Acts  of  Parliament,  until 

that  which  was  temporary  has  become  a  permanent  tax,  Dickinson  301-309 Paper 

delivered  in,  showing  the  ^eventeen  Acts  of  Parliament  promoted  and  obtained  by  the  Gor- 

t^oration  of  London,  having  ali  of  them  the  effect  of  either  increasing,  extending,  or  pro- 
onging  the  tax  on  coals  over  a  large  area  of  country,  for  the  benefit  of  the  Corporation, 
without  such  a  purpose  bein^  designated  or  even  "alluded  to  in  the  title  of  the  respective 

Acts,  ib.  422,  423,  438- Complaints  of  Acts  of  Parliament  imposing  a  fresh  lax  on 

coal  being  allowed  to  pass  without  such  purpose  beins^  noticed  in  the  title,  or  without 
notice  being  given  to  the  parties  affected  by  the  Act,  tft.  424-432.  438. 

Correction  of  Mr.  Dickinson's  evidence,  with  respect  to  the  Acts  of  Parliament  under 
which  the  City  of  London  levy  the  tax  on  coals,  and  the  charters  granted  to  them  for  that 

purpose,  B.  Scott  440  et  seq. ^Wiih  respect  to  the  Acts  of  Parliament,  the  Corporation 

do  not  disclaim  having  been  parties  to  those  Acts,  although  they  have  not  been  brought 
in  by  the   Corporation,  but  with  the  concurrence  and  consent  of  the  Government,  ib. 

471-479 The  Act  of  1845  did  not  extend  the  timeduring  which  the  duty  was  leviable, 

ib.  479 The  Bill  of  1851  was  six  or  seven  days  in  Committee,  and  vvas  opposed  by 

five  railway  companies,  so  tliat  it  underwent  a  tolerable  scrutiny,   Tyrrell  940-944 

Return  showing  the  Statutes  and  Acts  of  Parliament  by  and  under  which  the  coal  tax 
i.^  levied  over  the  area  extended  in  1850,  App.  179.  216. 

Seealso  Area  of  Taxation.        Collection  of  Duties.      Drawbacks,  1.  2.       Legislation, 
rend  and  Delivery  of  Coals. 

Albans,  St.  The  Act  of  1 845  imposed  the  duty  upon  towns  which  were  previously  exempt ; 
reference  to  the  rase  of  St.  Alhan*s;  cause  of  ihis  town  being  included  in  the  Act  of 
1845,  J.  JR.  Scott  649-551. See  also  Drawback,  2.         Exemptions. 

Andrews,  St.  Account  of  the  harbour  dues  on  coals,  in  each  of  the  years  1851  and  1852  ; 
manner  in  which  these  duties  have  been  applied,  App.  1 10. 

Area  of  Taxation.  By  the  Act  of  8  8c  9  Vict.,  duties  were  payable  on  coals  if  brought 
withm  tiiienty  miles  of  London;  the  legal  boundary  thus  defined  was  made  more  clear  by 
ihe  Act  of  1851,  but  the  limit  of  twenty  miles  was  not  extended  any  further  under  that 
Act,  Tyrrell  52-75— The  duty  of  4  d.  per  ton  is  collected  over  an  area  of  twenty  miles 
fiom  the  Post-office;  the  Act  of^  1851  has  restricted  the  duty  within  this  limit,  and  has 
nduced  the  area  of  taxation  by  at  least  300  square  miles;  relief  aflbrded  by  this  Act^ 

B,  Scott  170-195 Observations  on  witi^esb's  hketch  of  the  country,  enibracinj;  the  area 

now  rendered  subject  to  taxation  by  the  Act  of  14  &  15  Vict.  c.  146,  Dickinson  31  ti 

All  coals  coming  within  the  circle  of  twenty  miles  are  liable  to  the  tax,  and  the  Corporation 

may  do  ^hat  they  like  with  the  funds,  ?i.  322-324 The  Act  of  1851  enlarged  the  area 
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of  taxation  immensely ;  it  carried  it  two  miles  further  on  each  side  of  London  ;  refer- 
ence to  the  coloured  map  in  illustration  of  this  statement,  Dickinson  390-408.  415-421. 

Wimess  is  prepared  to  contradict  the  whole  of  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Dickinsoi\  with 
respect  to  the  area  of  taxation  having  been  extended  by  the  Act  of  1851,  B,  Scott 

468-471.487 ^Particulars  with  respect  to  the  alterations  in   the  area  between  1812 

and  1851  ;  witness  does  not  admit  that  the  area  was  extended  by  the  Act  of  1851,  ib. 

490-494 The  Corporation  are  losers  and  not  gainers  by  striking  the  circle  set  out  in 

1851,  iA.  494 Denial  of  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Dickinson,  that  the  area  of  taxation  was 

extended  two  miles  in  every  direction  by  the  Act  of  1851  ;  instances  in  which  the  area 
was  reduced, «/.  JR.  Scott  542-545. 

Circumstances  attending  the  passing  of  the  Act  of  1851,  with  respect  to  the  area  liable 
to  the  duty  on  coals ;  insertion  of  the  terms  **  in  a  direct  line'*  without  the  knowledge 
of  the  Lee  Tiiistees,*  effect  of  those  words  in  considerably  extenrling  the  area  of  taxa- 
tion, Marchant  905-911.  916-918.  925-938 By  ihe  terms  "  in  a  direct  line,"  a  boun- 
dary stone  near  the  Brox bourne  Station  of  the  Eastern  Counties  Railway  was  removed 
to  within  a  very  short  distance  of  Hertford,  contrary  to  a  previous  agreement  on  the 
subject;  objections  to  this  change  in  the  boundary;  opinion  that  it  cannot  be  supported 

on  legal  grounds,  ib.  905.  908-911.  916-918.  925-938 Evidence,  as  opposed   10  that 

of  Mr.  Blarchant,  with  respect  to  the  passing  of  the  Act  of  1851  ;  straij^htforuard  course 

taken  by  the  City  authorities   iti  the  matter,  Tyrrell  939-944 Mr.  Marchant  was 

furnished  by  witness  with  a  copj^  of  the  Bill  of  1851,  but  took  no  part  in  opposing  the 

passing  of  the  same,  16.  940 Remarks  on  the  copy  of  the  Bill  of  1851,  furnished  to 

witness  by  Mr.  Tyrtell;  he  did  not  receive  it  till  after  the  Committee  had  met,  and  had 

no  idea  that  the  City  intended  to  insert  the  words  "in  a  direct  line,"  Marchant  q^q. 

List  of  towns  and  villages  in  the  neighbourhood  of  London,  the  inhabitants  of  which  are 
subject  10  the  tax  of  \s.  1  d.  for  every  ton  of  coals  they  consume,  whether  brought 
through  the  port  of  London,  or  from  any  other  place  whatsoever,  App,  217. 

See  also  Acts  of  Parliament.       Boundary  Stones.       Direct  Line  Act,        Drawback, 
Hertford.        Inland  Coals,  1.         London  District. 


B. 

Bertcich-upon'  Tweed.  Statement  of  the  amount  of  duties  levied  on  coals  at  Berwick-upon- 
Tweed,  and  paid  to  the  CommissionerB  of  the  harbour,  in  the  year»  1851  and  1852, 
App.  105. 

Boundary  Stones.  Evidence  generally  as  to  the  fixing  of  the  stones  in  the  year  1851,  after 
the  Act  passed,  not  only  on  the  railroads  and  canals,  but  also  on  the  roads  and  bye  lanes, 

J.  R.  Scott  S33et  seg. In  consequence  of  coals   being  sent  by  the  Great  Northern 

Railway  without  duty,  to  compete  with  the  sea-borne  coals  at  Hertford,  the  City  are  placing 
a  mark  or  post  between  Welwyn  and  Hertford,  at  which  point  the  coals  by  milway  uill  be 

taxed,  ib.  892-897 Witness  is  not  aware  of  any  agreement  between  the  City  and  the 

Lee  Trustees  as  to  the  place  where  the  boundary  stone,  formerly  near  the  Broxbourne 

Station,  should  be  fixed,  Tyrrell  947, 948 With  re8|>cct  to  the  boundary  stone  formerly 

placed  near  the  Broxbourne  Station  of  the  Eastern  Counties  Hailway,  it  was  removed 
in  1851   nearer  to  Hertford,  by  the  Act  then  passed,  rendering  tmifonn  tiie  distance  of 

twenty  miles  from  ihe  Post-office,  J.  R.  Scott  953 Previously  to  the  Act  of  1851,  the 

City  boundary  was  at  the  stone  at  Broxbourne;  ihe  removal  of  that  stone  has  brought 
Hectford  within  the  boundary  of  taxation,  Crrtppcr  1138-1140. 

See  aUo  Area  of  Taxation.      Grand  Junction  Canal.      London  District.      Railways. 
Roads. 

Brighton.    Return  of  the  amount  of  duties  on  coal,  &c.,  levied  onder  the  Brighton  Town 

Act,  and  puipot^es  to  which  applied,  App*  106 Amount  of  town  duty  levied,  under  the 

authority  of  the  Brighton  Town  Act,  upon  coals,  coke,  cinders,  culm,  and  charcoal,  in 
the  years  1851  and  1852,16. 

Broxbourne.     See  Boundary  Stones. 

Bye  Ways.     See  Boundary  Stones.         Roads. 

C. 

Canals.     See  Boundary  Stmes.        Grand  Junctiof^  Canal.        Inland  Coals,  a. 

Chambeilain  of  London.    Duties  of  the  Chamberlain,  B.  Scott  78.  93.  103 Mode  in 

which  his  outies  are   remunerated ;   by  a  regulation    made  about  ten  years  ago  il   is 

provided  that  his  salary  shall  not  exceed  2,500/.  a  year,  ib.  79-112 The  whole  of 

the  monies  received  in  the   Chamberlain's  Office  are    carried    to   the    "  Chamberlain  s 

Emolument 
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Emolument  Account,"  from  which  he  now  receives  2,500 Z.  a  year  if  the  profits  of  his 
office  admit  of  it,  B.  Scott  79-84. 112.  264 Opinion  that  the  amount  of  the  Chamber- 
lain's salary,  as  derivable  from  the  coal  duties,  is  under  1,000/.  a  year,  ib.  80.  87-90. 

96-104.  113 The  balances  in  the  hand    of  the  Chamberlain  sometimes  amount  to 

150,000/.,  and  are  occasionally  as  low  as  60,000/.;  power  of  the  ChamberUia  to 
invesr  or  employ  the  balances  as  he  thinks  fit ;  he  gives  security  to  th«  amount  of 
30,000/.  16.91,  92.  131,  132.  259-264. 

How  far  it  is  the  practice  of  the  livery  to  elect  the  senior  alderman  to  the  office  of 

Chamberlain,  B.  Scott  114-126 For  the  future  the  profits  from  the  coal  duties  will 

not  be  so  large,  as  the  Chamberlain  now  h^nds  the  receipts  over  to  (be  Commis- 
sioners oil  Works,  and  cannot  employ  them  lo  advantage  as  formerly,  ifc.  127-129 

Account  of  the  Chamberlain's  Establishment,  Emolument,  or  Fee  Fund  Account,  from 
the  commencement  of  the  arrangement  in  1844,  down  to  the  end  of   the  year  1852, 

ib.  271,  272 Reference  to  the  account  delivered  in  by  witness  containing  Uie  amount 

of  the  Cliamberlain's  emoluments,  ib.  508-510^— Return  of  the  Chamberlain's  Estab- 
lishment, Emolument,  or  Fee  Fund  Account,  App.  212. 

See  also  Accounts.         Chamberlain^s  Office.         Trust  Funds. 

Chamberlain's  Office.  Statement  of  the  entire  expense  of  the  Chamberlain's  OflRcefliace  the 
arrangement  in  1843;  ^^^  Oiamberlain  has  nev<ei*  received  less  than  2,500/.  a  jrear,  and 
seven  clerks,  including  witness,  receive  between  them,  2,102  /.  10  s.,  B.  Scott  lo^-iis. 

See  also  Cliamberlain  of  London. 

Chichester.  Statement  of  the  amount  of  municipal  duties  levied  on  coals  in  Chichester, 
App.  106. 

City  Improvements*    See  Metropolis  Improvements. 

Clerh  and  Registrar  of  the  Coal  Marhet.    See  Collection  of  Duties.        Drawback^  1. 

Ckrkenwell  Improvements.  Return  of  tlie  income  and  expenditure,  in  pursuance  of  Act 
5  &  6  Vict.  c.  101,  so  far  as  relates  to  money  anthorised  to  be  recetTed  towards  making 
a  new  street,  from  Farringdon-street  to  Clerken well-green,  App.  198— Return  of  the 
income  and  expenditure  in  respect  of  improvements  authorised  to  be  effected,  in  pur- 
suance  of  the  Acts  of  Parliament  13  &  14  Vict.  c.  103,  and    14  St  15  Vtct.,  c.  ^ , 

enabhng  the  mayor  and  commonalty  and  citizens  of  the  City  of  London  to  complete 
the  improvements  authorised  to  be  made  by  the  Clerkenweil  Impro^einent  Commis- 
sioners, from  the  passing  of  the  first-meotiooeri  Act  to  31  December  1852,  ib. 

Coal  and  Corn  Committee.  Persons  of  whom  the  Coal  Committee  are  composed ;  mode  in 
which  they  transact  their  business,  •/'•  B.  Scott,  1081-1906 In  the  event  of  any  mer- 
chant or  consumer  feeling  aggrieved  by  the  decision  of  witness,  there  is  a  power  of 
appeal  to  the  Coal  and  Com  Committee,  and  witness  invariably  advises  them  to  have 

recourse  thereto,  £ft.  1107 ^The  Corn  and  Coal  Committee  is  composed  of  forty-two 

members,  and  the  sub-committee  of  twelve   members,   who   are   appointed   monthly, 

Welton  1160-1162 Mode    in  which  questions  of  drawback  on  coals  are  inquired 

into  by  the  sub-committee,  and  finally  settled  by  the  grand  committee,  ib.  1163*1169. 

5eealso  Drawback,  1. 

Coal  Exchange.  Opinion  that  the  expenses  attendant  on  the  opening  of  tlie  New  Coal 
Exchange,  in  1849,  were  not  defrayed  out  of  the  4//.  per  ton  duty  ;  cost  of  the  building, 

and  amount  of  the  opening  expenses,  B.  Scott,  203-216.  236-247 Returns  of  income 

and  expetiditure  in  each  year,  to  the  3i8t  December  1852,  in  relation  to  the  market 
established  for  the  sale  of  coals,  and  for  regulating  the  vend  and  delivery  of  coals  within 
the  cities  of  London  and  Westminister,  and  in  certain  parts  of  the  counties  of  Middle- 
sex, Surrey,  Kent  and  Essex,  in  aid  of  which  purposes  the  coal  duty  of  1  d.  per  ton  was 

applied  until  the  close  of  the  year  1845,  App.  199-201.  216 Return  of  the  cost  of 

openin;ir  the  Coal  £xchan<re,  stating  from  what  fund  paid,  ib.  202.  216— — Statement  of 
the  cost  of  erection ;  funds  out  of  which  paid ;  proceeds  of  standings,  othces,  &c.,  and 
how  applied,  ib.  216. 

Coal  Marhet.  The  43  &  44  Geo.  3,  empowered  the  Corporation  to  levy  money  for  making 
a  coal  market,  and  the  money  so  raised  was  to  be  applicable  to  that  purpose  and  no 
other,  but  subsequently  to  that  they  hare  made  it  applicable  to  a  great  number  of  cases, 

'    Diehinsan  298-300— —Return  of  the  ground-rents  of  the  coal-market  fund  ;  to  whom 
paid ;  leases  granted ;  amount  of  ground-rents  sold,  and  to  what  purpose  applied,  App. 
203.  216. 
See  also  Coal  Exchange.        Collection  of  Duties.        Free  Marhet.        Meters. 
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Coke.  Hardship  attending  the  coke-works  within  the  vicinity  of  London;  the  dues  are 
levied  upon  the  coals  which  come  in  and  which  is  afterwards  coked,  and  the  drawback 
is  only  allowed  on  the  coke,  thus  leaving  a  loss  to  the  coke-burner,  fVood  616-619.  807, 

814 Opinion  that  the  drawback  ought  to  be  on  the  quantity  of  coal  consumed  in 

making  the  coke,  and  not  on  the  coke,  26.  828.  830. 

Collection  of  Duties.  One  object  of  the  Act  of  1851  was  to  remedy  the  objectionable  mode 
of  collecting  the  duty  on  coal;  the  mode,  under  the  Act  of  1845,  of  getting  informa- 
tion of  coals  passing  the  twenty  miles  boundary  was,  the  setting  of  spies  and  informers 
to  watch  the  coals,  which  involved  the  appointment  of  inspectors ;  the  Act  of  1851  was 

to  remedy  this  objectionable  practice,  B,  Scott  496-500 Return  as  10  the  mode  of 

collecting  the  City's  and  other  dues  on  coals  brought  within  the  port  and  district  of 

London,  App,  177,  178.  216 Statement  of  the  mode  of  collection,  so  far  as  the  same 

relates  to  the  office  of  clerk  and  registrar  of  the  coal  market,  ii.  178,  179.  216- 
Return  of  the  cost  of  collection,  ib.  179.  216. 

See  also  Direct  Line  Act, 

Collier  Vessels.  At  present  there  is  a  stop  put  to  the  building  of  coUieir  vessels,  owing  to 
the  very  great  demand  for  large  vessels  at  Sunderland,  Wood  770-773. 

Consumption  of  Coals.  The  coal  tax  has  always  been  considered  and  felt  to  be  a  very 
oppressive  tax,  and  operating  very  prejudicially  upon  the  consumption  of  coals  in  the 
port  of  London,  more  particularly  upon  the  low-priced  coals,  and  the  coals  used  in  manu- 
factories,  H^oorf  575-58 1 ^The  comparative  increase    in  the  consumption  of  inland 

coals  has  arisen  from  the  great  reduction  of  tolls  on  railways,  ib.  646-653. 

See  also  Freights.        Inland  Coals,  1.        Manufactories.        Price  of  Coals. 

-Conveyance  of  Coals.  Observations  in  favour  of  a  diminution  of  tolls  on  the  sea-borne 
coal  on  railways ;  high  rates  of  toll  charged  for  conveying  coals  short  distances.  Wood 
633-645. 

See  also  Great  Northern  Railway.        Lee  River  Navigation.        Railways. 

Corporation  Funds*    The  duty  of  4  d.  per  ton  is  carried  to  the  credit  of  the  City's  cash,  as 

being  a  part  of  the  City  property,  B.  Hcott  155 ^The  net  income  of  the  City  is  about 

160,000/.,  and  the  duty  on  coals  forms  about  a  third  of  this  amount,  ib.  156 Vhe^d. 

duty  is  the  pix)perty  of  the  Corporation;  the  remainder  of  the  13 J.  per  ton  leved  on 
coals  has  been  dealt  with,  under  Acts  of  Parliament,  by  the  Commissioners  of  the  Board 

of  Works,  &c.,  ib.  253-255 Remarks  as  to  the  general  style  and  nature  of  the  City 

taxation,  Dickinson  288 ^The  Corporation  have  never  derived  any  benefit  from  the 

coal  duties  beyond  their  own  4£f.;    the  whole  of  the  duties  with  that  exception  have 
been  applied  to  public  purposes,  of  which  separate  accounts  are  kept,  B.  Scott  481-- 

485 Proportion   which  the  proceeds  of  the  4d.  coal  duty  bear  to  the  other  duties 

paid  into  the  City  cash  Irom  the  general  income  of  the  City,  ib.  513-517. 

iSee  also  Chamberlain  of  London.  Metropolis  Improvements,  I.  Mortgages. 

Surplus  Profits  Account. 


Delivery  of  Coals.     See  Vend  and  Delivery  of  Coals. 

Deputations  of  Coalowners.  The  Act  of  1851  was  promoted  to  benefit  the  coal  trade; 
reference  to  the  deputations  of  coalowners  to  the  Corporation  for  the  purpose  of  promoting 
that  Act,  B.  Scott  460-467. 

Dickinson,  John.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.) — Paper  manufacturer,  &c.  at  Abbot's  Langley, 
Hertfordshire,  and  also  in  Londo!i,  283,  284—! — Evidence  in  detail  as  to  the  various  Acts 
of  Parliament  under  which  the  City  of  London  levy  the  tax  on  coals  ;  the  oriirin  of  the  coal 

tax  was  by  a  charier  of  James  the  First,  in  the  third  year  of  his  reign,  285-291 Refer 

ence  to  the  Acts  which  authorised  the  City  of  London  to  make  a  permanent  levy  on  coals 
lor  the  payment  of  interest  to  the  orphans  whose  property  had  been  intrusted  to  the  City 
and  to  other  creditors  of  the  City  of  London,  286-288 — ^Remarks  as  to  the  general  style 

and  nature  of  the  City  taxation,  288 Reference  to  the  Act  43  Geo.  3,  for'establishing 

a  free  market  in  the  City  of  London  for  the  sale  of  coals,  and  for  preventing  frauds  and 
impositions  in  the  vend  and  delivery  of  all  coals  brought  into  the  port  of  London  within 
certain  places  mentioned,  288. 

Observations  with  respect  to  the  Acts  for  regulating  the  vend  and  delivery  of  coals^ 

288- Rtference  to  the  London  Bridge  Approaches  Act,  the  funds  for  carrying  out 

which  were  to  come  out  of  the  Orphans'  Fund  arising  from  the  tax  on  coals,  288,  289 ^ 

Observations  as  10  the  Acts  under  which  the  Grand  Junction  Canal  Company  is  prohibited 
from  bringing  coals  nearer  to  London  than  Grove  Park,  Hertford,  wit))Out  the  payment 

of  the  duty  to  the  Corporation,  291 The  coal  duties  of  6rf.  and  ^d.  on  coals  imported 

into  the  port  of  London  and  the  water  of  Thames  are  mortgaged,  under  the  head  ''  London 

Bridge 
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Dickinson,  John.    (Analysis  of  his  Evidence) — continued. 

Bridge  Approaches  Fund/^  291- The  coal  duties*leviab1eon  coals  brought  into  London 

by  canal  are  not  mortgaged  to  the  London  Biidge  Approaches  Fund  ;  if  the  Corporation 
have  paid  this  to  Gove.umenty  they  paid  it  in  their  own  wrong,  and  it  may  be  considered 
misapplied,  291-298. 

The  43  8c  44  Geo.  3  empowered  the  Corporation  to  levy  money  for  making  a  coal 
market,  and  the  money  so  raised  was  to  be  applicat)le  to  that  purpose  and  no  other,  but 
subsequently  to  that  they  have  made  it  applicable  to  a  great  number  of  cases,  298-300 

Remarks  relative  to  the  provision  made  for  the  coal  meters  out  of  the  funds  arising 

from  the  Act  empowering  the  Corporation  to  levy  a  tax  on  coal  for  the  erection  of  a 

market,  298 Complaint  that  the  coal  tax  has  been  again  and  again  continued  by 

various  Acts  of  Parliament,  until  that  which  was  temporary  has  become  a  permanent  tax» 

301-309 ^The  course  of  legislation  with  respect  to  the  coal  tax  has  gone  on  without 

any  reference  or  notice  to  the  parties  who  are  to  suffer  by  it,  306,  307. 

Reference  to  various  Acts  under  which  a  charge  on  coal  is  authorised  for  raising  funds 

for  carrying  out  City  improvements,  307-309 Great  injustice  of  parties  living  without 

the  bounds  of  the  City  being  subject  to  a  tax  on  coal  for  raising  funds  for  City  improve- 
ments, 308 ^These  Acts  pass  without  any  investigation ;  it  is  simply  a  charge  on  the  coal 

duties  fund,  and  there  is  no  inquiry,  310 Evidence  generally  with  respect  to  the  nature 

of  the  legislation  on  the  subject  of  the  duty  on  inland  coals,  310  et  seq, Coals  brought 

by  railway  within  twenty  miles  of  London  become  subject  to  the  payment  of  the  coal 
tax,  but  there  is  nothing  to  prevent  the  formation  of  depots  just  outside  the  bounds,  where 

the  coal  might  be  delivered  free  of  duty,  310-319 -What  witness  wants  is  to  let  people 

of  the  country  carry  on  the  commerce  in  coals  in  any  way  that  suits  their  convenience 
without  the  payment  of  duty  to  the  Corporation  of  London,  312. 

Observations  on  witness's  sketch  of  the  country  embracing  the  area  now  rendered 

subject  to  taxation  by  the  Act  of  14  &  15  Vict.  c.  146 ;  316 Opinion  that  coals  coming 

by  railroad  which  do  not  tiuch  the  water  of  the  Thames  or  the  City  of  London  are  not 

liable  to  contribute  to  the  London  Bridge  Approaches  Fund,  316-322 All  coals 

coming  within  the  circle  of  twenty  miles  are  liable  to  the  tax,  and  the  Corporation  may 

do  what  they  like  with  the  funds,  322-324 Remarks  relative  to  the  powers  <  ontained 

in  certain  Railway  Acts  for  the  Corporation  to  levy  a  tax  on  all  coals  brought  within  the 

circle  of  twenty  miles  of  London,  325-332 The  first  Act  by  which  the  Ciiy  claimed 

the  payment  of  dues  on  inland  coal  was  obtained  through  the  Act  of  Parliament  of  the 
CJrand  Junction  Canal,  which  power  they  have  continued  in  each  Railway  Bill,  328-335^ 

Witness  does  not  believe  that  if  the  Corporation  had  not  inserted  the  clause  in  the 
Railway  Bills  with  regard  to  the  supply  of  inland  coal  that  it  would  have  thrown  over 
the  dues  which  they  received  from  sea-borne  coal,  335 Observations  as  to  the  con- 
siderable coal  trade  which  has  sprung  up  in  the  case  of  the  Great  Northern  Railway  Com- 
pany, 336-343 Statement  of  the  importation  of  coal  by  sea  in  1832,  and  in  1851  and 

1852 ;  mcrease  in  the  importation  of  sea-borne  coal  in  1851  and  1852  ;  338-340.  348-350 
Advantage  which  would  have  resulted  to  the  consumer  if  a  tax  had  not  been  levied 

on  the  coal  introduced  by  the  Great  Northern  Company,  342-347 Witness  is  in  no 

way  connected  with  the  coal  trade,  but  is  a  very  large  consumer  of  coal,  352-354. 

At  present  the  freights  on  coal  are  exceedingly  high,  and  there  is  great  difficulty  in 
canying  on  the  trade,  355 ^There  is  no  doubt  that  the  Corporation  and  the  coal- 
owners  of  the  North  acted  together  in  requiring  the  boundary  stones  to  be  placed  on  the 

railways,  356,  357 If  the  duty  on  inland  coal  was  abolished  the  same  revenue  might 

not  be  collected  on  sea-borne  coal,  though  very  nearly,  358-362 Tlie  consnniption  of 

sea-borne  loal  is  exceedingly  limited   by  the  high  prices  of  freij^ht,  358-361 ^The 

quantity  of  coals  brought  by  railway  is  exceedingly  limited  in  proportion  to  the  sea- 
borne coal ;  the  chaiges  for  conveyance  are  so  great  that  witness  would  not  be  a[>prehen- 
sive  at  all  of  the  competition  of  Welsh  coals  or  inland  coals  brought  to  London  by  means 

of  the  railways,  362-364 The  duty  paid  on  sea-borne  coal  is  reimbursed  by  the 

superior  value  of  the  article,  365. 

The  chief  bulk  of  inland  coal  is  brou^t  by  the  Great  Northern  and  the  London  and 

North  Wesurn  Railways,  366 It  is  but  a  small  proportion  of  the  inland  coals  which 

come  to  London,  although  the  duty  is  levied  upon  the  whole  of  them  which  come  within 

twenty  miles;  they  are  cliiefly  consumed  in  the  ct>untry,  366-372 ^I'he  inhabitants  of 

the  district  just  within  the  circLf  are  nearly  as  badly  otf  with  respect  to  the  supply  of 

coals  as  the  inhabitants  of  any  portion  of  (Sreat  Britain,  372 Observations  relative 

to  the  stones  set  up  in  the  turnpike  roads  by  tlie  Corporation  ;  levy  of  the  tax  upon  any 
coals  brought  within  the  district;  this  was  not  the  case  previous  to  the  Act  14  &,  15  Vict, 
c.  146,  s.  18;  the  commerce  of  the  country  in  coal  was  perfectly  free  before  that,  373-38H 

Although  there  are  many  bye  lanes  where  these  marks  are  not  put  up  it  would  be 

impossible  to  bring  in  <oals ;  everybody  passing  within  the  distance,  whether  there  is  a 
mark  or  not,  is  liable  to  the  paybient  of  the  duty,  and  to  a  penalty  of  100  /,  if  they  fail  in 
doing  it,  381*,  382.401. 

The  Act  of  1851  enlarged  the  area  of  taxation  immensely ;  it  carried  it  two  miles  further 
0.49.  003  on 
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Dickinson,  John.     (Analysis  of  hid  Evidence) — continued. 

on  each  side  of  London  ;  reference  to  the  coloured  map  in  illustration  of  this  statement, 

390-408.  415-421 The  Act  empowering  the   Corjioraiion  to  levy  a  tax  on   coals 

travelling  on  the  turnpike  road  should  be  repealed,  408 Opinion  that  the  inland  loals 

should  be  allowed  to  pass  the  circle  without  the  payment  of  the  dues;  ii  is  a  most  injurious 
thing  to  the  country  ;  the  country  generally  would  be  greatly  benefited  by  being  enabled 

to  use  frt-ely  inland-borne  coal  without  paying  duty,  409-414 Provided  the  duty  on 

inland  coal  uas  abolished,  ilie  commerce  of  sea-borne  coal  would  be  very  little  reduced 

in  the  port  of  London,  414 Hemarks  as  to  the  extraordiniiry  decrease  of  wood  fuel 

that  has  taken  place  throughout  the  country,  which  renders  ©very  cottage  under  the 
nectssiiy  of  obtaining  coal  fnt-l,  iherefore  the  tax  on  the  inland  coal  is  a  matter  of  great 
importance  to  the  labouring  classes,  417. 

[Second  Examination.] — Witness  delivers  in  a  list  of  towns  and  villages  in  the  neio:h- 
bouihood  of  London,  the  inhabitants  of  which  are  subjt^ct  to  the  t«x  ofi  s.  1  d.  for  the 
bentfit  of  the  Corporation  for  every  ton  of  coals  they  consume,  whether  brought  through 

the  port  of  London,  or  from  any  other  place  whatsoever,  422 {Mr.  Tyrrell.)  Objections 

to  that  return  as  being  inaccurate  ;  the  Corporation  are  only  benefited  in  ^d.  out  of  the 

is.id.;  422 {Mr.  Dickinson.)  Paper  delivered  in  showing  the  seventeen  Acts  of 

Parliament  promoted  and  obtained  by  the  Corporation  of  London,  having  all  of  them 
the  efiect  of  either  increasing,  extending,  or  prolonging  the  tax  on  coals  over  a  large 
area  of  country,  for  tlie  benefit  of  thc^  Coiporation,  without  such  a  purpose  being 
designated  or  even  alluded  to  in  the  title  of  the  lespective  Acts,  422,  423.  438* 

Complaints  of  Acts  of  Parliament  imposing  a  fresh  tax  on  coal  being  allowed  to  pass 
without  such  purpose  being  notictd  in  the  title,  or  without  notice  being  given  to  the 

parties  affected  by  the   Act,  424-432.  438 Remarks  relative  to  the  allowance  of 

drawback  on  couU  consumed  without  the  London  district;  very  little  benefit  is  derived 

from  this  iirrangement,  433-437 With  regard  to  Railway  Bills,  notice  is  given  in  the 

event  of  the  most  trifling  intrusions  upon  property,  but  no  notice  is  given  when  an 
alteration  is  made  in  any  Act  regulating  the  tax  on  coal,  438. 

[Third  Examination.] — Circumstances  under  which  witness  submitted  a  case  to  Mr. 
Warren,  Q.  C,  for  his  opinion  as  to  whether  the  duty  on  coals  brought  by  canal  or 
railways,  within  twenty  miles  of  London,  but  not  delivered  into  the  port  of  London, 
does  by  law  and  right  necessarily  accrue  to  and  thereby  form  a  portion  of  the  London 
Bridge  Approaches  Fund  ;  opinion  of  Mr.  Warren  upon  the  subject,  662-56(). 

Dickinson,  Mr,     Observations  on  and  corections  of  various  portions  of  Mr.  Dickinson's 

evidence,  B.  Scoit  439  et  seq Evidence  as  to  the  refusal  of  witness,  on  behalf  of  the 

City,  to  allow  any  drawback  to  Mr.  Dickinson  on  coals  delivered  at  the  Home  Park 
Mills;  his  justification  of  this  refusal  is  that  the  mills  are  within  the  area  of  taxation,. 

J.  R.  Scott  983-997.  1054-1106 Reference  to  a  claim  for  drawback  made  by  Mr. 

Dickinson  before  the  sub-committte,  when  it  was  decided  that  he  was  not  entitled  to 
the  same,  as  the  cohIs  in  question  were  consumed  within  theCity  area  of  taxation,  Welton 
1 1 70-1 1 80. See  also  Drawback,  1 . 

Direct  Line  Act.  The  Act  of  1851  is  called  the  Direct  Line  Act;  its  object  was  to  grant 
a  drawback  upon  coals,  and  to  regulate  the  mode  in  which  the  duties  were  to  be  collected,. 
Tyrrell  51,  52. See  also  Area  of  Taxation. 

Dover.  Account  of  the  town  and  borough  duties  levied  on  coal  in  Dover,  in  the  years 
1851  and  1852,  showing  to  whom  payable,  and  how  applied,  App*  107. 

Drawback: 

1.  Evidence  generally  as  to  the  Allowance  of  Drawback  on   Coals  by  the 

Corporation  of  London. 

2.  Circumstances  under  which  Hertford  was  excluded  from  the  Drawback. 

3.  Papers  laid  befyre  the  Committee. 

1.  Evidence  generally  as  to  the  Allowiftce  of  Drawback  on  Coals  by  the  Corporation 
of  London: 

A  drawback  of  1  s.  out  of  13  d.  per  ton  is  allowed  by  the  City  on  all  coals  which 
cominj:   into   the  Pool,  are  afterwards  taken  bej'ond  twenty  miles  from  the  Post-office,. 

B.  Scott  185-195 Remarks  relative  to  the  allowance  of  drawback  on  coals  consumed 

without   the   London   district;    very    little   benefit  is  derived  from   this  arrangement,. 

Dickinson  433-437 Drawback  on  coal  granted  by  the  Act  of  1851  beyond  a  circle 

of  twenty  miles,  B.  Scott  462 Observations  with  respect  to  the  drawback  on  coal 

allowed  by  the  Corporation  ;  they  have  given  up  in  drawback  a  much  larger  sum  than 
they  received  from  sea-borne  and  inland  coals  put  together,  ib.  494-496  To  prevent 
innumerable  applications  for  drawback  the  quantity  was  limited  by  law  to  twenty  tons^ 
ib.  501,  602. 

It  is  a  great  boon  to  the  districts  that  are  exempted  from  the  payment  of  the  duty 
to  have  the  drawback  extended  to  them.  Wood  609-— ^Remarks  generally  upon  the 

(subject 
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DhawbACK — continued. 

1.  Evidence  generally  as  to  the  Allowance  of  Drawback,  Sfc. — continued. 

subject  of  the  drawback  on  coals ;  how  far  it  works  satisiactoriiy.  Wood  6og-(i\6 With 

regard  to  the  drawback,  it  has   had  practically  a  good   effect  in  some  ca&es,  yet  the 

working  of  it  might  be  improved,  ib.  807-814 The  general  opinion  of  the  trade 

with  regard  to  the  operation  of  the  Coal  Act  of  1851  allowing  drawback  is  favourable, 
16.  825-827. 

Under  the  forty-third  clause  of  the  Act  of  Parliament  the  coal  and  corn  committee  of 
the  City  have  option  to  make  agreements  for  drawback,  or  to  refuse  them,  as  they  may 

think  fit,«r.  JR.  Sco^^  984^987 Remarks  to  the  effect  that  drawback  is  allowed  to 

private  parties  as  well  as  to  traders  on  their  making  satisfactory  declaration  tluit  they 
are  entitled  to  the  same ;  the  applications,  however,  are  generally  made  through  the 
traders ;  opinion  that  the  consumers  are    benefited  by  the  drawback,  and  that  it  does 

not  always  go  into  the  pockets  of  the  sellers,  i6.  987,  988.  998-1004.  1010-IO44 

Observations  as  to  the  discretion  left  in  witness,  as  clerk  and  registrar  of  the  Coal 
Maiket,  to  grant  or  refuse  the  drawback  ;  special  cases  like  that  of  Mr.  Dickinson  are 
reported  by  witness  to  the  corn  and  coal  committee,  who  duly  investigate  the  same,  ib. 
989-991.  1074-1107 Reference  to  ihe  thirty-secciud  section  ol  the  Act,  which  pro- 
vides that  paities  muei  certify  that  coals  are  "  conveyed  "  and  "  delivered  '^  beyond  the 

boundary  in  order  to  have  the  drawback    allowed  them,  ib.  1005-1009 How  far  the 

drawback  is  limited  to  any  particular  quantity,  ib.  1010-1016. 

In  case  of  suspicion  as  to  the  coals  being  consumed  outside  the  area  of  taxation 
witness  can  require  a  declaration  to  that  efiect  before  a  magistrate;  this,  however,  is 

seldom  or  never  demanded,  J.  R.  Scott  1021-1029.  1051-1053 All  coals  passing 

through  London  and  consumed  south  of  the  boundary  of  twenty  miles  are  entitled  to  the 

drawback;  this  is  generally  not  known  at  present,  ib.  1045,  1046 The  applications 

for  drawback  are  merely  nominal,  the  drawback  being  alio  ved  to  any  person  in  whose 
name  the  application  is  made,  ib.  1050-1053 Authoiity  for  the  refusal  of  the  draw- 
back on  coals  landed  without  the  circle  of  twenty  miles,  and  afterwards  conveyed  within 
the  same;  Mr.  Dickinson  disputes  the  legality  of  this  refusal,  ib.  1054-1080 — ' — 
Witness  has  frequently  refused  the  drawback,  notwithstanding  the  certificate  of  the 
lock-keeper  at  Ware,  ib.  1075-1077. 

2.  Circumstances  under  which  Hertford  was  excluded  from  the  Drawback : 

In  a  Bill  brought  forward  by  the  River  Lee  Navigation  Company  there  was  a  clause 
inserted  for  the  purpose  of  allowing  the  drawback  to  coals  sent  from  London  to 
Hertford  ;  through  the  opposition  of  the  City  this  clause  was  withdrawn,  insAtj?  848-854. 

877-880 Evidence  as  to  the  circumstances  under  which   Hertford    pays   the   doty 

on  coals  as  being  within  the  area  of  limitation  ;  tl^  whole  of  the  town  is  liable  to  the 

tax,  J^  R.  Scott  890-900 The  coal  trade  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Hertford  is  not 

restricted  in  any  way  ^a  regards  persons  living  beyond  the  area  of  taxation,  who  always 

receive  the  drawback,  ib.  899 Evidence  as  to  a  Bill  brought  forward  in  1852  hy  the 

River  Lee  Trustees,  in  wiiich  a  clause  was  inserted  for  the  purpose  of  allowing  a  draw- 
back of  the  City  dues  on  coals  sent  to  Hertford  ;  consent  of  the  Government  and  of  the 
City  authorities  to  this  clause ;  final  withdrawal  of  the  same  through  the  subsequent 

opposition  of  the  Treasury  and  the  Corporation,  Marchant  905. 919-924 The  coal  trade 

of  Hertford  has  been  greatly  injured  Dy  the  tion-allowance  of  the  drawback,  inastnndi  as 
coals  can  be  obtained  much  more  cheaply  at  Ware,  it  being  altogether  exempt  fiom  the 

City  dues  ib.  912-915 Explanation  as  to  the  withdraw^  of  the  clause  in  the  Bill  of 

the  River  Lee  Trustees,  by  whicli  the  drawback  was  to  have  been  allowed  to  the  town 
of  Hertford ;  the  opposition  of  the  City  to  this  clause  was  consequent  upon  the  objections 

of  the  Treasury  thereto^  Tyrrell  945,  946.  949-951 It  depends  on  circumstances 

whether  witness  would  grant  the  drawback  to  persons  sending  their  own  teams  into 
St.  Albans  or  Hertford  for  coals,  to  be  consumed  outside  the  boundary,  and  making  their 
<;laiins  for  exem|)tion  individually;  all  claims  should  be  sent  through  a  recognised  ai>ent 

or  coal  merchant,  J.  R.  Scott  1016-1044 On  coals  betng  hcnt  from  Hertloid  to  any 

place  beyond  the  City  limit  of  twenty  miles,  drawback  is  allowed,  and  the  consumers 
have  the  advantage,  Gripper  1 1 19-1 124. 

3,  Papers  laid  befoN  the  Committee  : 

Account  of  the  amount  of  duties  received  upon  inland  ooals,  brought  by  all  modes  of 
•conveyance  into  London,  and  the  amoimt  paid  for  drawback,  both  foreign  and  inland, 
since  the  year  1838  inclusive,  at  which  |>enod  drawback  was  first  allowed  upoii  duties 

'  received  by  the  Corporation,  on  their  account  or  otherwise,  App.  218 Comparative 

statement  Aowing  a  list  of  towns  within  and  beyond  the  boundary  of  twenty  miles  from 
the  Geneial  Post-office,  that  by  the  operation  of  the  Act  14  &  15  Vict.  c.  146,  have  been 
rendered  liable  to  the  payment  of  duties  on  coals  brought  within  the  limits,  or  entitled  t*) 

receive  a  drawback  of  the  duties  on   coals  conveyed  beyond,  ib.  222 Statement 

showing  the  approximate  quantities  on  which  a  drawback  has  been  allowed  during  the 
0.49.  G  o  4  year 
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Dra  WBA  CK^  continued. 

3.  Papers  laid  before  the  Committee — continued. 

year  1 85?^  on  coals  conveyed  beyond  the  port  of  London^  and  the  limits  of  the  London 
district;  App.  222. 

See  also  Coal  and  Corn  Committee,         Coke.         Dickinson,  Mr.         Direct  Line  Act- 
Exemptions.        Hertford.        Inland  Coals,  2.         Ware. 

Dundee.  Statement  of  the  amount  of  duties  on  coal  levied  at  Dundee  in  the  years  1851 
and  1852,  App.  108. 

Duties.     Explanation  as  to  an  error  in  a  return  sliowing  the  amounts  received  for  duty  on: 

coals  imported  inio  London  in  1832,  B.  Scott  154 Wimess  deHvers  in  a  return  of  ihe 

income  derived  annually  since  1832  from  coal  dutie?,  distinguishing  the  amount  derived 

from  inland  coal  and  that  denved  from  coals  entering  the  port  of  London,  fi.  271 

Returns  showing  the  amount  of  any  municipal  or  other  duties  per  ton  levied  on  coals, 
to  whom  such  duties  are  paid;  and  in  what  manner  applied,  and  the  total  amount  of 

such  duties,  in  the  years   1851  jind  1852,  u^/?p.  105 Reiurn  of  the  income  derived 

annually  iiom  the  duty  of  8d.  per  ton  since  1832,  distinguishing  the  amount  derived 

from  inland  coal  from  that  derived  from  coal  entering  the  port  ot  London,  ib.  209 

Return  derived  annually  from  the  duty  of  4  if.  per  toil,  distinguishing  the  amount  derived 

from  ii'land  coal  from  that  derived  from  coal  entering  the  pcrtot  London,  16.  210 

Statepitnt  of  the  income  derived  annually  from  the  duty  of  1  d,  per  ton,  distinguishing 
the  amount  denved  from  inland  coal  from  that  derived  from  coal  entering  the  port  of 
London,  ib. 

E. 

Eastern  Counties  Railway,     Reiurn  of  the  quantity  of  coals  brousjht  within  the  London 

district  by  the  Eastern  Counties  Railway,  in  the  year  1852,  App.  175,  176 Annual 

return  of  the  quantity  of  coals  brought  within  the  London  district,  from  the  year  1831 
to  31  December  1852,  ib.  214. See  also  Let  River  Navigation. 

Exemptions.  Arrangements  entered  into  wiih  Mr.  Gripper,  coal  merchant  at  Hertford,  and 
other  parties  elsewhere,  by  which  they  are  allowed  drawback,  or  rather  exemption  from 
duty,  on  coals  supplied  by  them  to  any  locality  beyond  the  limit  of  twenty  miles,./.  M.  Scott, 

965-982.  987,  988,  998  et  seq.' This  arrangement  does  not  apply  to  St.  Albans,  which 

is  wholly  supplied  wiih  inland  coals  from  places  outside  the  boundary,  ib.  977-980.  1108- 
1111— — Statement  showiufr  the  quantities  on  which  an  exemption  or  return  of  duties 
has  been  allowed,  during  the  year  1852,  on  coals  conveyed  beyond  the  limits  of  the 
London  district,  App.  222. See  also  Drawback,  1.         Inland  Coals,  2. 

Exportation  of  Coals.  The  aggregate  quantity  of  coal  exported  was  more  in  1852  than  in 
1851,  Wood  654. 


Free  Market.  Reference  to  the  Act  43  Geo.  3,  for  establishing  a  free  market  in  the  City 
of  London  for  the  sale  of  coals,  and  for  preventing  frauds  and  impositions  in  the  vend 
and  delivery  of  all  coals  brought  into  the  port  of  London,  within  certain  places  mentioned, 
Dickinson  288. 

Freights.  At  present  the  freights  on  coal  are  exceedingly  high,  and  there  is  great  difficulty 
in  carrying  on  the  trade,  Dickinson '^^^ The  consumption  of  sea-borne  coal  is  exceed- 
ingly limited  by  the  high  prices  of  freight,  ib.  358-361. 

G. 

Grand  Junction  Canal.  Return  showing  the  quantity  of  inland  coals  carried  on  the  Grand 
Junction  Canal,  and  brought  within  the  London  district,  Irpm  1831  to  1852,  both  inclu- 
sive, Rogers  273;  App.  214 Evidence  showing  that  the  London  district  is  pointed 

out  upon  the  canal  by  a  stcne  fixed  upon  the  banks,  near  King's  Langley;  formerly, 
previous  to  the  last  Act,  this  stone  was  near  Lady  Capel's  Wharf,  at  Langley,  Rogers 

274 The  removul   of  the    sione  extended  the   distance  from    London  ;    effect  of 

the  alteiation  upon  the  quantity  of  coals  Cc.rried  by  ihe  canal  company,  ib.  275-281 

Theie  has  always  been  a  large  sea-borne  coal  trade  carried  by  the  company,  north  of  the 

City   boundary,  ib.  280-282 Obstrvations  as  to  the  Acts  under  which  the  Grand 

Junction  Canal  Company  is  prohibited  from  bringing  coals  nearer  to  London  than  Grove 
Park,  Hert(brd,  without  the  payment  of  the  duty  to  the  Corporation,  Dickinson  291 — — 
Statement  of  the  coal  trathc  on  the  canai,  J.  li.  Scott  551. 

Return 
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Return  of  the  amount  of  supply  brought  by  the  Grand  Junction  Canal,  showing  each 
coal  district  from  whence  it  is  derived,  and  the  amount  from  each,  App.  174.  177 
Statement  showing  the  quantity  of  inland  coal  liable  to  duty  that,  during  the  year 

1852,  was  brought  by  ihe  canal,  and  delivered  between  the  spot  where  the  boundary  stone 
was  originally  placed  and  where  it  at  present  stands,  as  compared  with  the  quantity  of 
sea-borne  coal  (on  which  a  drawback  has  been  allowed)  that  has  been  conveyed  beyond 
the  limits  of  twenty  miles  from  the  General  Post-office,  during  tiie  same  period,  16.  221. 

Secalso  Inland  Coals. 

Great  'Northern  Railway.  Observations  as  to  the  considerable  coal  trade  which  has  sprung 
up  in  the  case  of  tlie  Great  Northern  Railway  Company,  lJickin$on  336-343 ^Advan- 
tage which  would  have  resulted  to  the  consumer  if  a  tax  had  not  been  levied  on  the  coal 

introduced  by  the  company,  ii.  342-347 Particulars  with   respect  to  the  Great 

Northern  Railwajr  Company,  who  purchase  the  Durham  coals,  bring  them  to  London,  and 

sell  them  on  their  own  account,  W^ood  665-678 ^The  company  charge  a  higher  price 

for  coals  within  twenty  or  thirty  miles  of  London  than  they  do  in  London  itself;  they 

charge  more  for  coals  at  Hiichin  than  they  do  at  King's  Cross,  ib.  665-675 The  coals 

supplied  by  the  Great  Northern  do  enter  into  competition,  and  have,  to  a  certain  extent, 
thrown  out  the  sea-borne  coal  at  Hertford,  ib,  676-678. 

Evidence  relative  to  the  Great  Northern  Company  selling  coals  on  tlieir  own  account; 
way  in  which  this  acts  very  injuriously  to  the  coalowners,  nood  707-724.  749-764.  774- 
793 — Remarks  relative  to  the  refusal  of  the  company  to  carry  less  than  25,000  tons  of 

coaJ,  Wood  743-748 Return  of  the  quantity  of  coals  brought  into  ihe  London  district 

by  the  Great  Northern  Railway  in  the  year  1852,  App.  175,  176 Statement  of  the 

cf»als  brought  into  the  London  district  by  the  railway,  from  August  1850  to  31st  March 

1853,  ^*'  2*  9* ^^  **80  Boundary  Stones.        Hertford. 

Great  Weatern  Railway.     Return  of  the  quantity  of  coals  brought  within  the  Londtm 

district  by  the  Great  Westjern  Railway  in  the  year  1852,  App.  175,  176 Annual  return 

of  the  coals  brought  within  the  London  district,  from  the  year  1831  to  31  December 
1852,  ib.  215. 

Gripper,  John  Jasper.     (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.) — Coal  merchant  at  Hertford  and  Ware, 

1112 A  drawback  of  the  City  dues  is  allowed  on  all  coals  sold  at  Ware,  1113 The 

drawback  is  not  granted  on  coals  sold  in  the  town  of  Hertford,  in  which  place  coals  are 

consequently  one   shilling  per  ton  dearer  than  in  Ware,  1114-1118.  1125 On  coals 

being  sent  from  Hertford  to  any  place  beyond  the  City  limit  of  twenty  miles,  drawback 

is  allowed,  and  the  consumers  have  the  advantage  thereof,  1119-1124 Witness  cannot 

say  that  the  coal  tax  restricts  the  trade  in  Hertford  ;  but  for  the  drawback,  it  certainly 

would  do  so,  1126-1128.  1154-1156 Since  coals  have  been  brought  to  Hertford  by 

the  opening  of  the  Great  Northern  Railway,  the  price  has  not  been  any  cheaper,  1129- 
1136. 

The  coal  »ax  is  a  great  hardship  on  the  people  of  Hereford,  1 138 Previously  to  the 

Act  of  1851,  the  City  boundary  was  at  the  stone  at  Broxboume;  the  removal  of  that  stone 
has  brought  Hertiord  within  tne  area  of  taxation,  1138-1140-^— About  the  time  of  the 
passing  of  the  Act  of  iBoi^  it  was  generally  understood  in  Flertford  that  a  promise  had 

been  given  to  exempt  it  from  the  duty,  1141-1 149 Until  the  Act  of  1851,  Ware  was 

liable  to  the  duty,  but  is  now  exempt;  Hertford  being  within  the  limit  of  twenty  miles, 
is  still  subject  to  the  duty,  as  it  was  previous  to  the  Act  of  1845;  1 150-1153. 


H. 

Harwich.  Account  of  the  town  duties  levied  on  coals  impoited  into  Harwich,  in  the  years 
1851  and  1852;  purposes  to  which  applied.  Sec,  App.  loS.^^vJ--  ^ 

Hastings.  Statement  of  the  coals  and  coke  imported  into  Hastings,  from,i  January  1851 
to  31  December  1852,  both  inclusive,  with  t!»e  amount  of  duty  thereon'  and  drawback 
allowed  during  the  same  period,  within  the  district  of  the  Hustings  local  Board  of  Health, 
App.  108. 

Hertford.     Hertford  has  always  been  taxable  with  the  City  coal  dues,  whereas  Ware, 

which  is  only  two  miles  distant,  has  the  dues  remitted  by  drawback,  Inskip  837-841 

Evidence  generally  as  to  ihe  hardships  inflicted  by  the  coal  tax  on  the  town,  other 

places  in  the  neighbourhood  being  altogether  exempt  from  the  duty,  ib.  842-889 

Though  the  sliorte^t  route  from  London  to  Hertford  is  twenty-six  miles,  the  place  is  con- 
sidered liable  to  the  duty,  as  being  within  the  area  of  twenty  miles  as  the  crow  flies,  ib.  855- 

860.  870 Previously  to  1851,  Hertford  was  almost  exclusively  supplied  by  sea-borne 

coals,  J.  R.  Scott  960-964 Remarks  to  the  effect  that  every  facility  is  aiven  by  the 

City  of  London  to  the  coal  trade  of  Hertford,  to  enable  them  10  compete  witn  Ware^  and 
oUier  places  beyond  the  area  ol  taxation,  ib.  964-982.  987,  988. 
049.  H  H  Witness 
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Hertford — continued. 

Witness  cannot  say  that  the  coal  tax  restricts  the  trade  in  Hertford  ;  but  for  the  draw- 

backy  it  certainly  i;«ould  do  so,  Gripper  1 126-1128.  1154-1156 Since  coals  have  been 

brought  to  Hertford  by  the  opening  of  the  Great  Northern  Railway,  the  price  has  not 

been  any  cheaper,  ib.  1129-1136 The  coal  tax  is  a  great  hardship  on  the  people  of 

Hertfoid,  16. 1 138 About  the  twne  of  the  passing  of  the  Act  of  1851  it  was  generally 

understood  in  Hertford  that  a  promise  had  been  given  to  exempt  it  from  the  duty,  ib. 
1141-1149. 

See  also  Boundary  Stones.        Drawback,  2.         Lee  River  Navigation.        London 
District.         Ware. 

I. 

ImportatSQu  of  Coat    see  Sea-home  Coals. 

Inereese  of  Duties.   Remarks  hs  to  the  gradual  increase  of  the  coal  duty ;  amount  received 
from  it  in  1832-1836,  and  in  each  of  the  last  five  years,  B.  Scott  157-169. 

Inland  Coals: 

U  Generally. 

2.  Papers  laid  before  the  Committee. 

1.  OeneraUyz 

The  taxation  of  inland  coals  first  commeBced  about  1793  ;  they  were  then  brought  to 

London  by  the  Grand  Junction  Canal,  B.  Scott  197-200 The  coal  duties  leviable  on 

coals  brought  into  London  by  canal  are  not  mortgaged  to  the  London  Bridge  Approaches 
Ftind ;  if  the  Corporation  have  paid  this  to  Government,  they  paid  it  in  their  own  wrone, 

and  it  may  be  considered  nusapplied,  Didnnsfm  291-298 Evidence  generally  wiu 

respect  to  the  nature  of  the  legislation  on  the  subject  of  the  duty  on  inland  coals,  ib,  310 

et  seq. Coals  brought  by  railway  within  twenty  miles  of  London  become  subject  to 

the  payment  of  the  coal  tax,  but  there  is  nothing  to  prevent  the  formation  of  depdts 
]ust  outside  the  bounds,  where  the  coal  might  be  delivered  free  of  duty,  ib.  310-319-^— 
The  first  Act  by  which  the  City  claimed  the  payment  of  dues  on  inland  coal  was 
obtained  through  the  Act  of  Parliament  of  the  Grand  Junction  Canal,  which  power  they 
have  continued  in  each  Railway  Bill,  ib.  328-335. 

The  chief  bulk  of  inland  coal  is  brought  by  the  Great  Northern  and  the  London  and 

North  Western  Railways,  DtcAiiMaft  366 It  is  but  a  small  propoitioo  of  the  inland  coals 

which  come  to  London,  although  the  duty  is  levied  upon  the  whole  of  them  which  come 

within  twenty  miles;  they  are  chiefly  consumed  in  the  country, i6. 366-372 Opinion 

that  the  inland  coals  should  be  allowed  to  pass  the  circle  without  the  payment  of  the 
dues ;  it  is  a  most  injurious  thing  to  the  country  ;  the  country  generally  would  be  greatly 
benefited  by  being  enabled  to  use  freely  inland-borne  coal  without  paying  duty,  16.  409- 

414 Provided  the  duty  on  inland  coal  was  abolisheci,  the  commerce  of  sea-borne 

coal  would  be  very  little  reduced  in  the  port  of  London,  ib.  414  The  whole  imports 
of  coal  by  inland  traffic  for  1852  is  only  3,913  tons,  J.  B.  Scott  551. 

It  is  a  mistaken  notion  to  suppose  that  the  inland  coal  is  of  an  inferior  quality  to  the 
generality  of  coal  sent  to  London ;  the  larger  quantity  of  the  coal  sent  to  London  is 

mfef  ior  to  the  inland  coal.  Wood  620-624 The  average  quality  of  the  inland  coal  as 

compared  with  the  average  quality  of  the  sea-borne  coal  is  such,  that  supposing  the 
inland  coal  were  to  come  in  free  of  tbe  duty  of  131/.  it  would  be  able  to  compete  with 

the  sea-borne  coal,  ib.  625 Remarks  as  to  the  general  quality  of  the  inland  coal;  its 

low  price  is  attributable  10  the  cheapness  with  which  it  is  conveyed,  ib.  625-630.  655 
—Provided  the  duty  on  inland  coal  was  abolished,  the  coalowners  would  be  able  to 

compete  with  the  sea-borne  coal,  ib.  679-685 Observations  as  to  the  extent  of  the 

coal  fields  of  Yorkshire,  Derbyshire,  &:c.;  the  duration  of  the  supply  will  doubtless  be 
for  500  years,  ib.  794-799- 

2.  Papers  laid  before  the  Committee : 

Account  of  tlie  duties  received  upon  inland  coals,  and  the  amount  paid  for  drawback, 

in  1838  and  1841,  B.  Scott  494 Return  showing  the  quantity  of  inland  coals  carried 

on  the  Grand  Junction  Canal,  and  brought  within  the  London  districts,  for  the  years 

1831  to  1852,  App.  214 Statement  allowing  the  gross  imports  by  railway  and  canals 

{sea-borne  excluded)  during  the  year  1852,  as  compared  with  the  ^ross  amount  of 
exemptions  and  drawbacks  allowed  during  the  said  period,  in  conformity  with  the  pro- 
visioBSof  the  Act  14  &  15  Vict  c.  146  (1851),  ib.  221. 

See  also  Abolition  of  Duties.  Consumption  of  Coals.          Drawbach.          Duties. 

Eastern  Counties  Railway.  Grand  Junction  Canal.         Great  Northern  Railway. 

Great  Western  Railway.  London  and  North  Western  Railway.          Loudon  and 

South  Western  Railway.  Price  of  Coals.          Railways.          Sea-borne  Coals. 
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Inship,  Harry.    (Analysis  of  his  evidence.) — Seed-crusher  at  Hertford,  834,  835 Is  a 

large  consumer  of  coals  836 Hertford  has  always  been  taxable  with  the  City  coal 

dues,  whereas  Ware,  which  is  only  two  miles  distant,  has  the  dues  remitttd  by  draw- 
back,   837-841 Evidence  generally  as  to  the  hardships  inflicted  by  the  coal  tax  on 

the  town  of  Hertford,  other  places  in  the  neighbourhood  beine  altogether  exempt  from 

the  duty,  842-889 In  a  Bill  brought  forward  by  the  River  Lee  Navigation  Company 

there  was  a  clause  inserted  for  the  purpose  of  allowing  the  drawback  to  coals  sent  from 
London  to  Hertford  ;  through  the  opposition   of   the    City  tliis  clause  was    withdrawn, 

848-854.  877-880 Though  the  shortest  route  from  London  to  Hertford  is  twenty-six 

miles,  the  place  is  considered  liable  to  the  duty,  as  being  within  the  area  of  twenty  miles 

as  the  crow  flies,  855-8<)0.  870 ^The  communication   by  road  between  Hertford  and 

London  is  not  very  extensive,  and  the  people  of  the  former  place  are  not  much  affected 
or  benefited  by  metropolitan  road  improvements,  881-889. 

Impectors.    see  Collection  of  Duties. 

IL 

Kuigston-upon-HulL    Amount  of  duties  on  coals  imported   into  Kington  received  by  the 
cml  inspector,  in  the  years  1851  and  185Q  ;  purposes  to  which  applied,  App.  io8. 

L. 

Zee  River  Navigation.    Remarks  relative  to  the  conveyance  of  the  coal  on  the  River  Lee  ; 
the  navigation  is  able  to  compete  with  ihe  Eastern  Counties  Railway  in  the  conveyance  of 

coal  to  Hertford,  TToorf  8 16-824 Reference  to  the  Lee  River  navigation  beyond  the 

town  of  Ware;  there  is  no  intention  on  the  part  of  the  City  to  place  a  second  boundary 
stone  there,  J.  R.  Scott  1047-1049. Sec  also  Drawbach,2. 

Legislation.    The  course  of  legislation  with  respect  to  the  coal  tax  has  gone  on  without 

any  reference  or  notice  to  the  parlies  who  aie  to  suffer  by  it,  Dickinson  306,  307 

The  Acts  passed  without  any  investigation  ;  it  is  simply  a  charge  on  the  coal  duties  fund, 

and  there  is  no  inquiry,  io.  310 With  respect  to  many  important  Acts  levyintc  a  tax 

on  coals,  they  were  referred  to  Select  Committees,  and  an  inquiry  held  previously  to 

iheir  being  passed,  JB.  Scott  454-456 With  respect  to  publicity  in  levying  a  tax,  it  is 

never  the  practice  of  Parliament  to  give  individuals  notice  ;  it  is  impossible  to  give  three 
millions  of  people  notice  except  by  public  advertisement;  notices  stating  the  general 
object  of  the  Bill  of  1851  were  advertised  in  the  London  and  county  papers,  16.  456- 
460. See  also  'Acts  of  Parliament. 

Leith.     Letter  from  the  town  clerk  of  Leith,  with  respect  to  the  duties  on  coals  in  that 
port,  App.  io8. 

London  Bridge  Approaches  Fund,     The  debt  due  to  the  orphans  has  long  since  been  paid 
off,  and  the  coal  tax  is  now  applied  to  public  improvements,  and  is  called  the  London 

Bridge  Approaches  Fund  ;  other  items  included  in  this  fund,  Tyrrell  1 1-36 Reference 

to  the  London  Bridge  Approaches  Act,  the  funds  for  carrying  out  which  were  to  come 

out  of  the  Orphans*  Fund  arising  from  the  tax  on  coals,  Dickinson  288,  289 Opinion 

that  coals  coming  hy  railroad,  wnich  do  not  touch  the  water  of  the  Thames  or  the  City 
of  London,  are  not  liable  to  contribute  to  the  fund,  ib.  316-322 Remarks  in  explana- 
tion of  the  London  Bridge  Approaches  Fund  arising  from  the  tax  on  coals ;  on  the 
winding  up  of  the  Orphans'  Fund  accounts  the    balance  was  carried  to  the  London 

Bridge  Approaches  Fund,  JB.  <Sco^/ 446-454 Particulars  relative  10  the  profits  carried 

to  the  fund,  under  each  head  of  coal  duties,  wine  duties,  apprentices,  freedoms,  &c., 
ib.  503-508. 

Circumstances  under  which  witness  submitted  a  case  to  Mr.  Warren,  Q.  C,  for  his 
opinion  as  to  whether  the  duty  on  coals  brought  by  canal  or  railways  within  twenty  miles 
of  London,  but  not  delivered  into  the  port  of  London,  does  by  law  and  rii^ht  necessarily 
accrue  to  and  thereby  form  a  portion  of  the  London  Bridge  Approaches  Fund,  Dickinson 

552-556 Copy  of  Mr.  Wanen's  opinion  upon  the  subject,  dated  20th  April  1853,  Dick- 

iiison  553  ;  App.  230 Account  of  monies  received  and  paid  by  the  Chamberlain  of  the 

City  of  London  in  respect  of  rebuilding  London  Bridge,  removmg  the  old  bridge,  and 
for  improving  existing  approaches  and  forming  new  approaches  to  the  said  bridge,  from 

the  13th  February  1824  to  the   31st  December  iS/\6,  App.  182-190 Re  mm  of  the 

ground  rents  belonging  to  the  fund  ;  to  whom  paid ;  leases  granted  ;  amount  of  ground 
rent  sold,  and  to  what  purpose  applied,  whether  in  liquidation  of  debt  or  otherwise, 
from  the  year  1832  to  the  year  1852^  both  inclusive,  ib.  191-195.  216. 

iSf^also  Inland  Coals,  1.         Metropolis  Improvements,  1.         Mortgages.         Orphans* 
Fund. 

0.49.  H  H  2  London,. 
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London,  Brighton,  and  South  Coast  Railway.  Statement  of  the  quantity  of  coals  brought 
into  the  London  district  by  the  London,  Brighton^  and  South  Coast  Railway,  from  the 
year  1831  inclusive,  App.  219. 

Lotidon  District.  What  witness  wants  is,  to  let  people  in  the  country  carry  on  the  com- 
merce in  coals  in  any  way  thai  suits  their  convenience,  without  the  payment  of  duty  to 

the  Corporation  of  London,  Dickinson  312 The  inhabitants  of  the  district  just  within 

the  circle  are  nearly  as  badly  off  with  respect  to  the  supply  of  coals  as  the  inhabitants  of 

any  portion  of  Great  Britain,  ib.  372 List  of  towns  and  villages  in  the  neighbourhood 

of  London,  the  inhabitants  of  which  are  subject  to  the  tax  of  \s.  id.  for  the  benefit  of 
the  Corporation  for  every  ton  of  coals  they  consume,  whether  brought  through  the  port 

of  London  or  from  any  other  place  whatsoever,  Dickinson  422 ;  App.  217 Objections 

to  that  return,  as  being  inaccurate;  the  Corporation  are  only  benefited  in  ^d.  out  of  the 

I  s.  I  d.,  Tyrrell  422 It  was  by  the  Act  ot  1845  that  the  twenty-mile  circle  was  struck, 

and  not  by  the  Act  of  1851  ;  legal  opinion  taken  with  respict  to  the  circle,  which  states 
the  duty  to  be  payable  upon  coals  brought  be  rail,  canal,  or  road,  within  twenty  miles  of 
the  Post-office,  JB.  Scott  502. 

The  present  boundary  line  is,  in  no  instance,  within  the  full  distance  of  twenty  miles, 

J.  jB.  Scott  635-539 Prior  to  the  Act  of  1845,  not  only  Hertford  but  several  towns 

further  north  weie  liable  to  the  City  dues  on  coals,  ib.  900 Prior  to  the  Act  of  1851 

it  was  understood  that  all  coals  were  liable  to  the  duty  which  were  brought  within  twenty 
miles  of  London,  without  reference  to  the  placing  olf  the  boundary  stones,  t'A.  ,954-960 

Opinion  that  though  coals  may,  in  the  first  instance,  be  conveyed  beyond  the  limits 

of  the  City  dues,  they  should  still  be  liable  to  the  duty,  if  subsequently  consumed  within 
the  same,  Weltofi  1179-1184. 

See  also  Albans,  St.        Area  of  Taxation.       Boundary  Stones.        Drawback.      Ex^ 
emptions.        Grand  Junction  Canal.        Hertford*         Roads. 

London  and  North  Western  Rculway.     Return  of  the  quantity  of  coals  brought  into  the 
London  district  by  the  London  and  North  Western  Railway  in  the  year  1852,  App.  176. 
See  also  Ltland  Coals,  1* 

London  and  South  Western  Railway.     Statement  of  the  quantity  of  coals  brought  into  the 
London  district  by  the  railway  from  the  year  1831  to  1852^  App.  219* 

M, 

Manufactories.  The  whole  of  the  manufacturing  establishments  suffer  very  much  from  the 
coal  tax,  because  they  consume  a  low-price  coal;  the  dues  bear  as  much  as  ten  per  cent. 

on  the  value  of  the  coals,  TFood  595-608 The  same  tax  is  levied  upon  all  description 

of  coal  entering  the  port  of  London;  if  the  duties  were  abolished,  witness  would  be 
able  to  brinjr  a  very  large  quantity  of  the  inferior  coal  for  manufacturing  purposes   mto 

London,  and  thus  greatly  benefit  the  manufacturers,  ih. Supposinor  the  duty  on  coal 

was  abolibhed,  the  manufacturers  in  London  would  be  enabled  to  obtain  inferior  coals 
suited  for  their  purposes  at  a  reduced  price  ;  at  present  the  same  amount  of  duty  is  pay- 
able on  all  descriptions  of  coal,  ib.  727-742 The  coal  tax  prejudicially  affects  the 

trade  of  the  metropolis,  especially  as  regards  the  small  coal  used  in  plate-glass  works 
and  other  smelting  trades  where  coals  are  used,  ib.  806. 

See  also  Consumption  of  Coals. 

Merchant,  John.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.) — Clerk  to  the  trustees  of  the  River  Lee  Navi- 
gation, 904 Evidence  as  to  a  Bill  brought  forward  in  1852  by  the  River  I*ee  Trustees,  in 

which  a  clause  was  inserted  for  the  purpose  of  allowing  a  drawback  of  the  City  dues  on  coals 
sent  to  Hertford ;  consent  of  the  Government  and  of  the  City  authorities  to  this  clause; 
final  withdrawal  of  the  same  through  the  subsequent  opposition  of  the  Treasury  and  the 

Corporation,  905.  919-924. Circumstances  attending  the  passing  of  the  Act  of  1851 

with  respect  to  the  area  liable  to  the  dutv  on  coals;  iu>ertion  nf  the  terms  'Sn  a  direct 
line"  without  the  knowledge  of  the  Lee  Trustees;  effect  of  those  words  in  considerably 
extending  the  area  of  taxation,  905-911.  916-918.  925-938. 

By  tiie  terms  ''  in  a  direct  line/'  a  boundary  stone  near  the  Broxbourne  Station  of  the 
Eastern  Counties  Railway  was  removed  to  within  a  very  sliort  distance  of  Hertford,  ccn- 
trwry  to  a  previous  agreement  on  the  subject ;  objections  to  this  change  in  the  boundary ; 
opinion  that  it  cannot  be  supported  on  legal  grounds,  905.  908-911.  916-918.  925-938 

The  coal  trade  of  Hertford  has  been  greatly  injured  by  the  non-allowance  of  the 

drawback,  inasmuch  as  coals  can  be  obtained  much  more  cheaply  at  Ware,  it  being  two 
miles  nearer  London,  and  altogether  exempt  from  the  City  dues,  912-915. 

Margate.  Statement  of  the  amount  of  coals  impoited  into  Margate  in  each  of  the  two 
years  from  April  1850  to  April  1852,  with  the  amount  of  duty  levied  thereon  by  the 
Margate  Pier  and  Harbour  Company;  manner  in  which  these  duties  are  applied,  App. 
109. 

Measurement 
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Report,  1852-53 — continued. 

Measurement  of  Coals.  Explanation  as  to  the  duty  of  4  d.  per  chaldron  having  been  re- 
tained as  4  d.  per  ton  when  the  change  from  measure  to  weight  was  effected  By  the  Act 
of  1830,  by  which  at  the  same  lime  the  proportion  levied  for  meiropoliUm  improvements 

was  reduced  from  10  rf.  to  8d.,  li.  Scott  196 One  object  of  the  Act  of  1845  was  for 

continuing  the  substitution  of  weighing  for  measuring,  the  former  having  been  found  to 
work  beneficially,  16.  478. 

Meters.  Remarks  relative  to  the  provision  made  for  the  coal  meters  out  of  the  funds 
arisiujo:  from  the  Act  empowering  the  Corporation  to  levy  a  tax  on  coal  for  the  erection 

of  a  market,  Dickinson  298 Correction  of  Mr.  Dickinson's   evidence  with  respect  to 

the  arrangement  for  the  pay  of  coal  meters;  he  has  confounded  the  sea-coal  meters  with 
the  land-coal  meters ;  explanation  as  to  the  pay  of  the  coal  meters  B.  Scott  479-481. 

Metropolis  [mprovements: 

1.  Evidence  generally  as  to  the  Application  of  a  Portion  of  the  Coal  Duties 

to  the  carrying  out  of  Public  Improvements. 

2.  Papers  laid  before  the  Committee. 

1.  Evidence  generally  as  to  the  Application  of  a  Portion  of  the  Coal  Duties  to  the 

carrying  out  of  Public  Improvements : 

Enumeration  of  the  provisions  of  different  Acts  passed  in  the  reign  of  George  the 
Third,  and  in  each  succeeding  reign,  with  respect  t^i  taxing  coals  at  so  u)uch  per  chaldron 

or  ton,  for  the  purposes  of  pubhc  improvements  in  the  City  of  London,  Tyrrell  36-49 

Remarks  on  the  Act  passed  in  1851  authorising  further  charges  upon  the  London 
Bridge  Approaches  Fund,  for  the  completion  of  certain  improvements  in  the  Metropolis, 

ib.  49-75 Reference  to  certain  accounts  placed  before  the  Commitiee,  showing  that 

the  sum  receive!  from  the  coal  duties  has  been  laid  out  in  public  improvements,  B.  Scott 

223-226 Balance  sheet  of  the  charges  upon  the  duty  of  4  rf.  per  ton  collected  by 

the  Corporation  of  London  for  pubhc  improvements,  ib.  271 Reference  to  various 

Acts  under  which  a  charge  on  coal  is  authorised  for  raising  funds  for  City  improvements, 

Dickinson  307-309 Great  injustice  of  parties  living  without  the  bounds  of  the  City 

being  subject  to  a  tax  on  coal  for  raising  funds  for  cafrying  out  City  improvements, 
ib.  308. 

The  Corporation  conceive  that  an  incalculable  amount  of  good  has  been  effected  by 
applying  the  coal  duties  to  making  bridges  and  opening  streets  in  the  Metropolis, 
B.  Scott^  479-; — Opinion  that  it  would  be  an  injustice  to  levy  the  tax  exclusively  on  the 
City;  when  it  is  applied  to  public  works  for  the  Metropolis  the  counties  ought  to  contri- 
bute, ib.  489 Observations  with  respect  to  the  amount  expended  by  the  Corporation 

on  public  improvements  out  of  their  duty  of  4d.,  both  within  and  without  the  City,  ib. 

518-531 The  communication  by  road  between  Hertford  and   London  is  not  very 

extensive,  and  the  people  of  the  former  place  are  not  much  affected  or  benefited  by 
metropolitan  road  improvements,  Inskip  881-889. 

2.  Papers  laid  before  the  Committee: 

Betum  of  the  income  and  expenditure  in  relation  to  improvements  authorised  by  the 

Art  5  8c  6  Vict.  c.  101,  Schedule  1,  App.  198 Return  of  the  income  and  expenditure 

of  the  duty  of  \d.  per  ton  on  coals,  from  Uie  ist  January  1846  (the  period  when  such 
duty  became  applicable  to  metropolitan  improvements)  to  the  31  st  December  1852,  ib. 
202.  2 16-*^- Account  of  all  monies  which  have  been  raised  for  public  works  executed, 
buildings  erected,  or  street  improvements  effected,  out  of  the  coal  duties  receivable 
by  the  Corporation  of  London,  in  the  character  of  trustees  for  administration  or  other- 
wise, since  the  same  weie  made  chargeable  by  Parliament  for  such  purposes  in  the  year 
1766,  distinguishing  such  works,  &c.  as  are  situate  in  the  City  of  London,  such  as  are 
altogether  without  the  City,  and  such  as  partake  of  a  mixed  character,  bein^  for  the 
benefit  of  the  City  as  well  as  of  the  adjoining  districts;  stating  also  the  public  bodies  or 
persons  entrusted  by  Parliament  with  the  execution  of  such  works  and  improvements, 
ib.  203-206.  216. 

Return  of  the  date  of  each  improvement  in  the  Metropolis  chargeable  to  the  coal  tax, 

App.  207,  208 Keturn  of  tlie  coal  duty  of  4^.  per  ton  with  reference  to  the  charges 

upon  it,  effected  by  the  Corpoiation  of  London,   for  public  improvements,  ib.  211 

Account  of  the  total  amount  contributed  out  of  the  property  and  estates  ol  the  Corpora- 
ti(m  of  London  for  public  purposes  and  improvements,  irrespective  of  the  coal  duties,  and 
of  the  amount  of  the  4c/.  coal  duty,  the  pioperty  of  the  Corporation,  contributed 
voluntarily  towards  such  objects  since  the  passing  of  the  Act  6  &  6  William  &  Mary, 

ib.  220 Return  of  the  sums  charged  by  Parliament  on  the  produce  of  the  coal  duties 

in  force  previously  to  the  Act  1  8c  2  Will.  4,  c.  76  (local  and  personal),  and  remaining 
unpaid  on  the  31st  day  of  December  1831  ;  the  sums  subsequently  so  charged,  specifying 
the  Acts  of  Parliament  by  authority  of  which  they  have  been  raised  and  the  purposes 
for  which  the  money  was  expended,  and  the  amount  of  the  principal  sums  respectively 
charged  on  the  conl  duties  and  remaining  due  on  the  5th  January  1853,  ib.  226-228. 

See  also  Clerkenwell  Improvements.       London  Bridge  Approaches  Fund.       Mortgages. 
Spitalfields  Improvements.         Woods  and  Forests. 
0.49.  H  H  3  Montrose. 
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Report,  1852-53 — continued. 

Montrose.     Return  of  the  duties  on  coals   levied  by  the  trustees  of  Montrose  Harbour ; 
amount  coilecied  in  the  years  1851  and  1852,  App.  109. 

Mortgages,    The  duty  of  ^d.  per  ton  has  been  mortgaged  as  a  separate  fund  for  purposes 
of  public  improvements ;  statement  of  these  mor^ages  and  of  certnin  necessary  charges 

paid  out  of  the  amount  raised  by  this  duty,  JB.  Scott  216-257.  265-270.  557-565 

The  sum  required  for  the  liquidation  of  the  principal  and  interest  of  these  mortgages 
amounts  to  more  than  can  be  produced  by  the  duty  of  ^d.  per  ton  for  the  next  twenty 
years ;  how  far  the  other  properly  of  the  Corporation  may  be  liable  for  the  repayment  of 

the  mori gages,  t6;  221,  222.  236.  239.  240.  245.  246 The  coal  duties  ofod.  and  ^d. 

on  coals  imported  into  the  port  of  London  and  the  water  of  Thames  are  mortgaged  under 

the  head  "  London  Bridge  Approaches  Fund,"  Dickinson,  291 Mortgages  raised  on  the 

4d.  toll ;  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  City  seal  does  constitute  a  collateral  security,  and 
that  the  Corpoiation  cannot  legally  separate  their  ^d,  toll  from  their  other  property, 

JB.  Scoit  557-565 'Ihe  opinion  of  the  Recorder  of  London  shows,  "  that  though  certain 

sums  advanced  on  mortgage  to  the  Corporation  are  specifically  charged  on  the  coal  duty, 
yet  in  case  of  the  insufficiency  of  4hat  fund  the  other  property  and  revenues  of  the 
Corporation  would,  subject  to  any  preceding  charges,  become  liable  for  the  amount 
remaining  due,"  Tyrrell  901-903. See  also  Inlaid  Coals,  1. 


o. 

Opening  of  the  Coal  Exchange.     See  Coal  Exchange. 

Origin  of  the  Tax.    See  Acts  of  Parliament.         Orphans'  Fund. 

Orphans'  Fund.    The  first  Act  levying  a  duty  on  coals  is  the  5th  and  6th  of  William  and 
Mary,  cap.  10,  and  is  intituled,  *'  An  Act  h>r  Relief  of  the  Orphans  and  other  Creditors 

of  the  City  of  London,"  Tyrrell  5-10 Object  of  this  Act ;  its  effect  was  to  make  a 

charge  upon  all  coals  brought  into  the  port  of  London  of  4^.  per  chaldron  or  ton  forever, 
and  of  6rf.  for  the  term  of  fifty  years,  as  a  means  of  replacing  the  Orphans'  Fund,  which 

had  been  seized  by  the  Crown  in  the  time  of  Charles  the  Second,  ib.  6-10 Statement 

as  10  the  origin  of  the  Orphan  Fund  ;  seizure  of  the  fund,  which  amounted  to  about 
750,000/*,  by  the  Government  of  Charles  the  Second;  and  resuscitation  of  the  same  in 
the  reign  of  V\  illiam  and  Mary;  it  became  finally  merged  in   1834  in  the  *' London 

Bridge  Approaches  Fund,"   B.  Scott  133-144 Amounts  applied  out  of  the  Orphan 

Fund  to  local  improvements;  the  first  sum  thus  expended  was   144,000/.  in  1766,  for 

rendeiing  Blackfriajs  Bridge  toll  free,  ib.   143-153 Reference  to  the  Acts  uhich 

authorised  the  City  of  London  to  make  a  permanent  levy  on  coals,  for  the  payment  of 
interest  to  the  orphans,  whose  property  had  been  entrusted  to  the  City,  and  to  other 

creditors  of  the  City  of  London,  Dickinson  286-288 Explanation  with  respect  to  ihe 

dues  levied  on  coals  for  the  purposes  of  the  Orphans'  Fund;  that  fund  was  wound  up 
altogether  in  1832,  and  the  accounts  audited  by  the  Commissioners  for  Auditing  Public 

Accounts,  B.  Scott  442-453 Return  of  the  income  and  expenditure  of  the  Orphans' 

Fund  and  the  London  Bridge  Approaches   Fund  (to  which  funds  the  coal  duty  ofSd. 
per  ton  has  been  applied),  from  the  period  of  the  passing  of  the  Act  of  1  8c  2 "Will.  4, 
c.  76,  to  the  5th  January  1853,  ^PP*  180,  181. 
See  also  London  Bridge  Approaches  Fund. 

P. 

JPensions.     Remarks  as  to  the  amount  of  pensions  charged  on  the  ^d.  toll;  no  pensions  have 

been  granted  since  the  year  1831,  JB.  Scott  566-572 Statement  of  the  pensions 

granted  by  the  Corporation  of  London  to  deputy  sea-coal  meters  upon  the  abohtion  of 
thtir  ofiices  by  the  operation  of  the  Act  1  &  2  Will.  4,  c.  76,  stating  when  the  said  pen- 
sions were  granted,  and  the  length  of  service  of  each  pensioner;  also,  how  many  oi  the 
said  pensioners  survived  on  the  isi  January  1853,  and  theamountof  their  annual  pensions 
still  payable,  Jpp,  223-225. 

Peterhead.     Statement  as  to  the  duties  levied  on  coals  at  the  harbour  of  Peterhead,  and  the 
total  amounts  received  in  the  years  1851  and  1852,  App.  log. 

Plate  Glass  Works.    See  Manufactories. 

Plymouth.     Letter  from  the  town  clerk  of  Plymouth  with  respect  to  duties  upon  coals  in 
the  years  1851  and  1852,  App.  109. 

Portsmouth.    Return  of  the  amount  of  municipal  or  other  duties  per  ton  on  coals  levied 

within  the  borough  of  Portismouth,  App.  110 Statement  of  the  total  amount  of  such 

duties  in  the  years  1851  and  1852,  ib. 


Price 

Digitized  by  ^ 


.Google 


m$ixmali».]  PRI  ROA  247 

Report,  1852-53 — continued^ 


Price  of  Coals.    The  average  value  of  the  sea-borne  coal  is  less  than  the  average  value  of 

inland  coal,  Wood  656-659 Diminution  of  the  price  of  coal  which  has  taken  place 

within  the  last  ten  years,  and  inciiaase  of  consumption  resulting  therefrom ;  causes  to 

which  the  decrease  in  the  price  of  coal  is  attributable,  ib.  686-706 The  price  of  coal 

has  greatly  diminished  since  the  establishment  of  railways,  ib.  800-805. 
See  also  Consumption  of  CoaU.        Manufactories. 

Proceedings  of  the  Committee.  Resume  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Committee  de  die  in  diem, 
Rep.  iv-vii. 

Public  Improvements,    see  Metropolis  Improvements. 

R. 

Railway  Bills.  With  regard  to  Railway  Bills,  notice  is  given  in  the  event  of  the  most 
trifling  intrusions  upon  property,  but  no  notice  is  given  where  an  alteration  is  made  in 
any  Act  regulating  the  tax  on  coal,  Dickinson  438. 

See  also  Inland  Coals,  1.        Railways. 

.Railways.  Remarks  relative  to  the  powers  contained  in  certain  Railway  Acts  for  the  Cor* 
poration  to  levy  a  tax  on  all  coals  brought  within  the  circle  of  twenty  miles  of  London, 

Dickinson  325-332 Witness  does  not  believe  that  if  the  Corporation  had  not  inserted 

the  clause  in  the  Railway  Bills  witii  regard  to  the  supply  of  inland  coal  that  it  would 

have  thrown  over  the  dues  which  they  received  from  sea-borne  coal,  ib.  335 There  is 

no  doubt  that  the  Corporation  and  the  coalowners  of  the  North  acted  together  in  requiring 

the  boundary  stones  to  be  placed  on  the  railways,  ib.  356,  357 The  quantity  of  coals 

brought  by  railway  is  exceedingly  limited  in  proportion  to  the  sea-borne  coal ;  the  charges 
for  conveyance  are  so  great  that  witness  would  not  be  apprehensive  at  all  of  the  compe- 
tition of  Welsh  coals  or  inland  coals  brought  to  London  by  means  of  the  railways,  ib. 

362-364 Previously  to  the  year  1845,  when  the  Corporation  were  entitled  to  dues  on 

coals  brought  by  any  means  of  conveyance  within  twenty  miles  from  the  General  Post- 
office,  no  railway  had  any  traffic ;  all  the  coal  traffic  on  the  various  railways  has  been 
since  the  year  1845,  J.  B.  Scott  549-551. 

Amount  of  the  tollage  or  expense  incurred  in  bringing  coals  by  railway  inland  to  the 

City  of  London,  exclusive  of  the  is.  \d.  tax.  Wood  582-591 The  quantity  of  inland 

coal  is  very  much  checked  by  the  railway  companies;  the  companies  are  interested 
in  having  a  long  traffic,  and  they  take  care  to  throw  as  much  obstacle  as  they  can 
in  the  way  of  sending  coal  down  trow  London  into  the  interior,  ib.  630-640 Impos- 
sibility of  the  railways  at  the  present  time  supplyin<2:  the  demand  for  inland  coals  in 
London ;  they  find  a  want  of  trucks,  which  is  one  of  the  sre<it  obstacles  in  the  trans- 
mission of  coals  to  London,  ib.  662-664 Railways  should  make  certain  reuulations 

with  respect  to  the  transniission  of  coal ;  witness  jobjects  to  railway  companies  becom- 
ing merchants,  ib.   726.   765-767 Observations  with  lespect  to  the  coal  traffic  on 

the  railways ;  it  is  a  complete  monopoly  in  the  hands  of  the  railway  companies,  ib.  768, 
769. 

Return  of  the  amount  of  supply  brought  by  railways,  showing  each  coal  district 
from  whence  it  is  derived,  nnd  the  amount  from  each,  1831  to  1851,  App.  175,  176 — — 
Statement  showing  the  years  during  which  the  respective  railway  companies  com- 
menced paying  duties  to  the  Corporation  on  account  of  coals  brought  within  the  limits 
of  the  boundary  ;  also  the  quantities  so  brought,  ib.  221. 

See  also  Boundary  Stones.         Conveyance  of  Coals.         Inland  Coals,  2.        Railway 

Bills. 

.Ramsgate.  Amount  of  coal  duties  levied  in  the  years  1851  and  1852  ;  purposes  to  which 
applied,  App.  iio* 

Roads.  Observations  relative  to  the  stones  set  up  in  the  turnpike  roads  by  the  Corpora- 
tion; levy  of  the  tax  upon  anv  coals  brought  within  the  diatiict;  this  was  not  the  case 
previous  to  the  Act  14  &  15  Vict.  c.  146,  s.  18 ;  the  commerce  of  the  country  in  coal 
was  perfectly  free  before  that,  Dickinson  373-388— —Although  there  are  many  bye 
lanes  where  these  niaiks  are  not  put  up,  it  wuuld  be  impossible  to  bring  in  coals ; 
everybody  passing  uithin  the  distance,  whether  there  is  a  maik  or  not,  is  liable  to 
the  payment  of  the  duty,  and  to  a  penally  of  100/.  if  they  fail  in  paying  it,  ib.  381*, 

382.401 The  Act  enipoweiing  the  Corporation  to  levy  a  tax  on  coaU  travelling  on 

the  turnpike  roads  should  be  repealed,  ib.  408 Remarks  on  Mr.  Dickinson's  evidence 

with  leference  to  the  marks  placed  by  the  Corporation  on  the  turnuike  roads,  B.  Scott 

485-489 Pievious  10   the  Act  of   1851,  coals  could    not  be    brought   within  the 

London  district  by  cans  on  the  turnpike  roads  without  being  liable  to  the  payment 
of  duty,  and  to  a  penalty  in  the  event  of  evasion,  J.  R,  Scott  546-548. 

See  also  Boundary  Stones. 
0.49.  H  H  4  Rogers, 
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Rogers f  Charles.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.) — Witness  delivers  in  a  return  showing  the 
quantity  of  inland  coals  carried  on  the  Grand  Junction  Canal,  and  brought  within  the 

London  district,  from  1831  to  1852,  both  inclusive,  273 Evidence  showing  that  the 

London  district  is  pointed  out  upon  the  Grand  Junction  Canal  by  a  stone  fixed  upon 
the  banks,  ntar  King's  Langley  ;  formerly,  previous  to  the  last  Act,  this  stone  was  near 

Lndy  Capel's  Wharf,  at  Langley,  274 ^I'he  removal  of  the  stone  extended  the  distance 

from  London ;  effect  of  the  alteration  upon  the  quantity  of  coals  carried  by  the  canal 

company,  275-281 ^There  has  always  been  a  large  sea-borne  coal  trade  carried  by 

the  Grand  Junction  Canal  Company,  north  of  the  City  boundary,  280-282. 

Royal  Exchange.  Return  of  the  receipt  and  expenditure  for  improving  the  site  of  the 
Koyal  Exchange,  and  the  avenues  adjoining  thereto,  in  pursuance  of  ihe  Acts  1  &2  Vict. 
c  100,  and  5  &  G  Vict,  c,  101,  from  6  July  1839  to  31  December  1852,  App.  196, 
197- 

S. 

Scarborough.  Statement  of  the  amount  of  mayor's  dues  and  water  tolls  levied  on  coals  at 
Scarborough  in  the  years  1851  and  1852,  App.  iio,  111. 

Scott  J  Benjamin.     (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.)— Chief  clerk  to  the  Chamberlain  of  the  City 

of  London,  1 Some  accounts  relative  to  dudes  on  coals  have  recently  been  sent  from 

the  Chamberlain's  Office  to  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury,  in  accordance  with  an  order  from 
the  Treasury  to  that  effect,  2. 

[Second  E;>i  ami  nation.] — The  appointment  of  witness   rests  with  the  Chamberlain,, 

76,77 Duties  of  the  Chamberlain,  78.  93.  103 Mode  in  which  his  duties  are 

lemunerated;  b}' a  regulation  made  about  ten  years  ago  it  is  provided  that  his  salary 

shall  not  exceed  2,500/.  a  year,  79-112 ^The  whole  of  the  monies  received  in  the 

Chamberlain's  Office  are  carried  to  the  "Chamberlain's  Emolument  Account,"  from 
which  he  now  receives  2,500/.  a  year  if  the  profits  of  his  office  admit  of  it,  79-84. 

1 1 2.  264 Opinion  that  the  amount  of  the  Chamberlain's  salary  as  derivable  from  the 

co«l  duties  is  under   1,000/.  a  year,  80.  87-90.  96-104.  113 Tne  balances  in  the 

hand  or  the  Chamberlain  sometimes  amount  to  150,000/.,  and  are  occasionally  as  low  as 
60,000/.;  power  of  the  Chaniberlain  to  invest  or  employ  the  balances  as  he  thinks  fit;  he 
gives  security  to  the  amount  of  30,000/. ;  91,  92.  131,  132.  259-264. 

Mode  in  which  the  coal  duties  passing  through  the  Chamberlain's  Office  are  expended ; 

some  of  the  money  has  been  applied  in  the  relief  of  the  Trust  Funds,  105-107 

Statement  of  the  entire  expense  of  the  Chamberlain's  Office;  since  the  arrangement  in 
1843  the  Chamberlain  has  never  received  less   thun  2,500/.  a  year,  and  sev^n  clerks, 

including  witness,  receive  between  them  2,102/.  10*.;    109-112 How  far  it  is  the 

practice  of  the  livery  to  elect  the  senior  alderman  to  the  office  of  Chamberlain,  114-1 26 
—For  the  future  the  profits  from  the  coal  duties  will  not  be  so  large,  as  the  Chamberlain 
now  hands  the  receipts  over  to  the  Commissioners  of  Works,  and  cannot  employ  them  to 
advantage  as  formerly,  127-129. 

Statement  as  to  the  origin  of  the  Orphan  Fund  ;  seizure  of  the  fund,  which  amounted 
to  about  750,000/.,  bv  the  Government  of  Charles  the  Second,  and  resuscitation  of  the 
same  in  the  reign  of  WlUiam  and  Mary  ;  it  became  finally  merged  in  1834  '^  ^he  "  London 

Bridge  Approaches  Fund,''  133-144 Amounts  applied  out  of  the  Orphan  Fund  ta 

local  improvements;  the  first  sum  thus  expended  was  144,000/.  in  1766,  for  rendering 

Blackfriurs  Bridge  toll  free,  143-153 Explanation  as  10  an  error  in  a  refurn,  showing 

the  amounts  received  for  duty  on  coals  imported  into  London  in  1832  ;  154 The  duty 

of  4^.  per  ton  is  carried  to  the  credit  of  the  City's  cash  as  being  a  part  of  the  City 

property,  155 ^The  net  income  of  the  City  is  about  160,000/.,  and  the  duty  on  coals 

forms  about  a  third  of  this  amount,  156. 

Remarks  as  to  the  gradual  increase  of  the  coal  duty;  amount  received  from  it  in  1832- 
1836,  and  in  each  of  the  last  five  years,  157-169 ^The  duty  of  4^.  per  t  )n  is  collected- 
over  an  urea  of  twenty  miles  from  the  Post-office  ;  the  Act  of  1851  has  restricted  the  duty 
within  this  limit,  and  has  reduced  the  area  of  taxation  by  at  least  300  square  miles ;  relief 

afforded  by  this  Act,  170-195 A  drawback  of  15.  out  of  \s.   id.  per  ton  is  allowed 

by  the  City  on  all  coals  which  coming  into  tl»e  Pool  are  afterwards  taken  beyond  twenty 

miles  of  the  Post-office,  185-195 Explanation  as  to  the  duty  of  ^d.  per  chaldron 

having  been  retained  us  ^d.  per  ton  when  the  change  from  measure  to  weight  was  effected 
by  the  Act  of  1830,  by  which  at  the  same  time  the  proportion  levied   for  metropolitan 

improvements  was  reduced  from  10 rf.  to8d. ;  196 The  taxation  of  inland  coals  first 

commenced  about  1793;  they  were  then^rought  to  London  by  the  Grand  Junction 
Canal,  197-200. 

Opinion  that  the  expenses  attendant  on  the  opening  of  the  New  Coal  Exchange  in 
1849  were  not  defrayed  out  of  the  ^d.  per  ton  duty  ;  cost  of  the  buildino-  and  amount  of 

the  opening  expenses,  203-216.  236.  247 The  duty  of  4d.  per  ton  has  been  mortj^aged 

as  a  separate  iund  for  purposes  of  public  improvements;  statement  of  these  mortgage* 

and 
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Scott,  Benjamin.    (Aoalysis  of  his  Evidence)— conrini/erf. 
and  of  certain  neeessary  charges  paid  out  of  the  amount  raised  by  this  duty,  216-257. 

265-270-' ^"ITie  sum  required  for  the  liquidation  of  the  principal  and  interest  of  these 

mortgages  amounts  to  more  than  can  be  produced  by  Uie  duty  of  4  A  per  ton  for  the  next 
twenty  years ;   how  far  the  other  propeny  of  the  Corporation  may  be  liable  for  the 

repayment  of  the  mortgages,  221,  222.  230.  239,240.  245,  246 Reference  to  certain 

accounts  placed  before  the  Committee  showing  that  the  sum  received  from  the  coal  duties 

has  been  laid  out  in  public  improvements,  223-226 ^The  /^d.  duty  is  the  property  of 

the  Corporation;  the  remainder,  of  •  the  13^^.  per  ton  levied  on  coals  has  been  dealt 
with,  under  Acts  of  Parliament,  by  the  Commissioners  of  the  Board  of  Works^  &c. 

[Third  Examination.] — Witness  delivers  in  a  return  of  the  income  derived  annually 
since  1832  from  coal  duties,  distinguishing  the  amount  derived  from  inland  coal  and  that 

derived  from  coals  entering  the  port  of  London,  271 Also  a  balance  sheet  of  the 

charges  upon  the  duty  of  4  c/.  per  ton  collected  by  the  Corporation  of  London  for  public 
improvements,  271  ■  Also  an  account  of  the  Chamberlain's  establishment,  emolument^ 
or  fee  fund  account,  from  the  commencement  of  the  arrangement  in  1844  down  to  the 
end  of  the  year  1852 ;  271,  272. 

[Fourth  Examination.] — Observations  on,  and  corrections  of  various  portions  of  Mr. 

Dickinson's  evidence,  439  et  seq. Correction  of  Mr.  Dickinson's  evidence  with  respect 

to  the  Acts  of  Parliament  under  which  the  City  of  London  levy  the  tax  on  coals,  and  the 

charters  granted  to  them  for  that  purpose,  440  et  seq. Explanation  with  respect  to  the 

dues  levied  on  coals  for  the  purposes  of  the  Orphans'  Fund  ;  that  fund  was  wound  up 
altogether  in  1832,  and  the  accounts  audited  by  the  Commissioners  for  Auditing  Public 

Accounts,  442-4 53 Remarks  in  explanation  of  the  London  Bridge  Approaches  Fund 

arising  from  the  tax  on  coals ;  on  the  winding  up  of  the  Orphans'  Fund  accounts,  the 

balance  was  carried  to  the  London  Bridge  Approaches  Fund,  446-454 With  respect 

to  many  important  Acts  levying  a  tax  on  coals,  they  were  referred  to  belect  Committees,^ 
imd  an  inquiry  held  previously  to  their  being  passed,  454-456. 

With  respect  to  publicity  in  levying  a  tax,  it  is  never  the  practice  of  Parliament  to 
give  individuals  notice;  it  is  impossib^  to  give  three  millions  of  people  notice  except  by 
public  advertisement;  notices  stating  the  general  object  of  the  Bill  of  1851  wereadver^ 

tised  in  the  Loudon  and  county  papers,  456-460 ^The  Act  of  1851  was  promoted  to 

benefit  the  coal  trade ;  reference  to  the  deputations  of  coalowners  to  the  Corporation  for 

the  purpose  of  promoting  that  Act,  460-467 Drawback  on  coal  granted  by  the  Act 

of  1851,  beyond  a  circle  of  twenty  miles,  462 — Witness  is  prepared  to  contradict  the 
whole  of  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Dickinson  with  respect  to  the  area  of  taxation  having  been 
extended  by  the  Act  of  1851;  468-471.  487 With  respect  to  the  Acts  of  Par- 
liament, the  Corporation  do  not  disclaim  having  been  parties  to  those  Acts,  although 
they  have  not  been  brought  in  hj  the  Corporation,  but  with  the  concurrence  and  consent 
of  the  Government,  471 -479- 

One  object  of  the  Act  of  1845  was  for  continuing  the  substitution  of  weighing  for 

measuring,  the  former  having  been  found  to  work  beneficially,  478 The  Act  of  184^ 

did  not  extend  the  time  during  which  the  duty  was  leviable,  479 ^The  Corporation 

conceive  that  an  incalculable  amount  of  good  has  been  effect^  by  applying  the  coal 

duties  to  making  bridges  and  opening  streets  in  the  Metropolis,  479 Correction  of 

Mr.  Dickinson's  evidence  with,  respect  to  the  arrangement  for  the  pay  of  coal  meters ; 
he  has  confoimded  the  sea-coal  meteA  with  the  land-coal  meters ;  expkmation  as  to  the 
pay  of  the  coal  meters,  479-481 — — The  Corporation  have  never  derived  any  benefit  from 
the  coal  duties  beyond  their  own  4  d. ;  the  whole  of  the  duties,  with  that  exception,  have 
been  applied  to  public  purposes,  of  which  separate  accounts  are  kept,  481-485. 

Remarks  on  Mr.  Dickinson's  evidence  with  reference  to  the  marks  placed  by  the  Cor-> 

poration  on  the  turnpike  roads, 485-489-x Opinion  that  it  would  bean  injustice  to  levy 

the  tax  exclusively  on  the  City ;  when  it  is  applied  to  public  works  for  the  improvement 
of  the  Metropolis,  the  counties  ought  to  contribute,  489— Particulars  with  respect  to 
the  alterations  in  the  area  between  i8it  and  1851 ;  witness  does  not  admit  that  the 
area  was  extended  by  the  Act  of  1851 ;  490-494^— *The  Corporation  are  losers  and  not 
gainers  by  striking  the  circle  set  out  in  1851 ;  494— —Account  of  the  duties  received 

upon  inland  coals  and  the  amount  paid  for  drawback,  in  1838  and  1841 ;  494 Obser-^ 

vations  with  respect  to  the  drawback  on  coal  allowed  by  the  Corporation ;  they  have 
given  up  in  drawback  a  much  larger  sum  than  they  received  from  sea-borne  and  inland 
coals  put  together,  494-496. 

One  object  of  the  Act  of  1851  was  to  remedy  the  objectionable  mode  of  collecting  the 
duty  on  coal;  the  mode,  under  the  Act  of  1845,  of  getting  information  of  coal  spassing 
the  twenty  miles  boundary,  was  the  setting  of  spies  and  informers  to  watch  the  coals,^ 
which  involved  the  appointment  of  inspectors;  the  Act  of  1851  was  to  remedy  this 

objectionable  practice,  496-500 Tq  prevent  innumerable  applications  for  drawback, 

the  quantity  was  limited  by  law  to  twenty  tons,  501,  502 It  was  by  the  Act  of  1845^ 

that  the  twenty*imile  circle  was  struck,  and  not  by  the  Act  of  1851 ;  legal  opinion  taken 
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Scott,  Benjamin.    (Analysis  of  his  Eyidence)^-con^tfiu«(f. 

with  respect  to  the  circle,  which  states  the  duty  to  be  payable  upon  coals  brought 
by  rail,  canal,  or  road,  within  twenty  miles  of  the  Post-office,  502 Particulars  rela- 
tive to  the  profits  carried  to  the  London  Bridge  Approaches  Fund^  under  each  head  of 
coal  duties,  wine  duties,  apprentices,  freedoms,  &c.,  503-508. 

Reference  to  the  account  delivered  in  by  witness  containing  the  amount  of  the  Cham- 
berlain's emoluments,  508-510 Proportion  which  the  proceeds  of  the  ^d.  coal  duty 

bear  to  the  other  duties  paid  into  the  City  cash  from  the  general  income  of  the  City, 

513-517 Observations  with  respect  to  the  amount  expended  by  the  Corporation  on 

public  improvements,  out  of  their  duty  of  4  d.,  both  within  and  without  the  City,  518- 

531 Statement  as  to  the  amount  expended  on  Metropolis  improvements,  under  the 

direction  of  the  Woods  and  Forests,  out  of  their  8  d.  duty  on  coals,  527-531. 

'  [Fifth  Examination.]  Further  evidence  with  respect  to  the  mortgages  raised  on  the  ^d. 
toll;  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  City  seal  does  constitute  a  collateral  security,  and  that 
the  Corporation  cannot  legally  separate  their  ^d.  toll  from  their  other  property,  557-565 

. •  Remarks  as  to  the  amount  of  pensions  charged  on  the  ^d.  toll ;  xko  pensions  have 

been  granted  since  the  year  1831 ;  566-572. 

Scott,  James  llenat.    (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.)— Clerk  and  Registrar  of  the  Coal  Market, 

532 Evidence  generally  as  to  the  fixing  of  the  stones,  in  the  year  1851,  after  the  Act 

parsed,  not  only  on  the  railroads  and  canals,  but  also  on  the  roads  and  bye-lanes,  533  et 
seq. — <— The  present  boundary  line  is  in  no  instance  within  the  full  distance  of  twenty 

miles,  535-539 Denial  of  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Dickinson,  that  the  area  of  taxation 

was  extended  two  miles  in  every  direction  by  the  Act  of  1851 ;  instances  in  which 

the  area  was  reduced,  542-545 Previous  to  the  Act  of  1851,  coals  could  not  be 

brought  within  the  London  district  by  carts  on  the  turnpike  roads  without  being  liable 
to  the  payment  of  duty,  and  to  a  penalty  in  the  event  of  evasion,  545-548. 

The  Act  of  1845  imposed  the  duty  upon  towns  which  were  previously  exempt;  refer- 
ence to  the  case  of  St.  Albans;  cause  of  this  town  being  included  in  the  Act  of  1845; 

549-551 Previously  to  the  year  1845,  when  the  Corporation  were  entitled  to  dues  on 

coals  brought  by  any  means  of  conveyance,  within  twenty  miles  from  the  General  Post- 
office,  no  railway  had  any  traffic;  all  the  coal  traffic  on  the  various  railways  has  been  smce 

the  year  1845 ;  549-551 Statement  of  the  coal  traffic  on  the  Grand  Junction  Canal, 

551 ^The  whole  imports  of  coal  by  inland  traffic  for  1852  is  only  3,913  tons,  551. 

[Second  Examination.] — Evidence  as  to  the  circumstances  under  which  Hertford  pays 
the  duty  on  coals  as  being  within  the  area  of  limitation ;  the  whole  of  the  town  is  liable 

to  the  tax,  890-900 In  consequence  of  coals  being  sent  by  the  Great  Northern 

Railway  without  duty,  to  compete  with  the  sea-borne  coals  at  Hertford,  the  City  are 
placing  a  mark  or  post  between  Welwyn  and  Hertford,  at  which  point  the  coals  by 
railway  will  be  taxed,  892-897— —-The  coal  trade  in  the  neighbournood  of  Hertford  is 
not  restricted  in  any  way  as  regards  persons  living  beyond  the  area  of  taxation^  who 

always  receive  the  drawback,  899 Prior  to  the  Act  of  1845,  ^^^  ^^^Y  Hertford  but 

several  towns  further  north,  were  liable  to  the  City  dues  on  coals,  900. 

[Third  Examination.] — With  respect  to  the  boundary  stone  formerly  placed  near  the 
Broxbourne  Station  of  the  Eastern  Coimties  Railway,  it  was  removed  in  1851  nearer  to 
Hertford  by  the  Act  then  passed  rendering  uniform  the  distance  of  twenty  miles  from 

the  Post-office,  953 Prior  to  the  Act  of  1851  it  was  understood  that  all  coals  were 

liable  to  the  dutv  which  were  brought  within  twenty  miles  of  London,  without  reference 

to  the  placing  01  boundary  stones,  954-960 Previously  to  1851  Hertford  was  almost 

exclusively  supplied  by  sea-borne  ccrads,  960-964 Remarks  to  the  effect  that  every 

facility  is  given  by  the  City  to  the  coal  trade  of  Hertford,  to  enable  them  to  compete  with 
Ware,  and  other  places  beyond  the  area  of  taxation,  964-982.  987,  988. 

Arrangements  entered  into  veith  Mr.  Gripper,  coal  merchant  at  Hertford^and  other  parties 

elsewhere,  by  which  they  are  allowed  drawback,  or  rather  exemption  firomduty^  on  coals 

.    supplied  by  them  to 'any  locality  beyond  the  limit  of  twenty  miles,  965-982.  987,988. 

990  et  seq. ^This  arrangement  does  not  apply  to  St.  Albans,  which  is  wholly  sujf^Ued 

with  inland  coals  from  places  outside  the  botmdary,  977-980. 1108-1111 ^Evidaice 

as  to  the  refusal  of  witness,  on  behalf  of  the  City,  to  allow  any  drawback  to  Mr.  Dickin- 
son on  coals  delivered  at  the  Home  Park  Mills;  his  justification  of  this  refusal  is  that  the 
mills  are  within  the  area  of  taxation,  983-997. 1054-1106— —Under  the  43d  clause  of 
the  Act  of  Parliament  the  Coal  and  Com  Committee  of  the  City  have  option  to  make 
agreements  for  drawback  or  to  reftise  them,  as  they  may  thmk  fit,  984-9A7. 

Remarks  to  the  effect  that  the  drawback  is  allowed  to  private  parties  as  well  as  to  traders 
on  their  making  satisfactory  declaration  that  they  are  entitled  to  the  same ;  the  applications, 
however,  are  generally  made  through  the  traders ;  opinion  that  the  consumers  are  benefited 
by  the  drawback,  and  that  it  does  not  always  so  into  the  pockets  of  the  sellers,  987,988. 

998-1004. 1010-1044 Observations  as  to  t^  discretion  left  in  witness,  as  clerk  and 

registrar  of  the  Coal  Market,  to  grant  or  to  refuse  the  drawback ;  special  cases  like  that 
of  Mr.  Dickinson  are  reported  by  witness  to  the  Com  and  Coal  Committee;  who  duly 

investigate 
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Scott,  Jame$  Renat.    (Analysis  of  bis  Evidence) — continued. 

invefttigate  the  same,  989-991.  1074-1 107 Reference  to  the  32d  section  of  <he  Act, 

which  provides  that  parties  must  certify  that  coals  are  **  conveyed ''  and  '^  delivered  ''  be- 
yond tne  boundary  in  order  to  have  the  drawback  allowed  them,  1005-1009 How  far 

the  drawback  is  limited  to  any  particular  quantity,  1010-1016. 

It  depends  on  ciicumstances  whether  witness  would  grant  the  drawback  to  persons 
sending  their  own  teams  into  St.  Albans  or  Hertford  for  coals  to  be  consumed  outside 
the  boundary  and  making  their  claims  for  exemption  individually ;  all  claims  should  be 

sent  through  a  recognised  agent  or  coal  merchant^  1016-1044 In  case  of  suspicion  as 

to  the  coals  being  consumed  outside  the  area  of  taxation  witness  can  require  a  declaration 
tothateffiM^  before  a  magistrate ;  this,  however,  is  seldom  or  never  demanded,  losi- 

1029.  1051-1053 All  coals  passing  through  London  and  consumed  south  of  the 

boundary  of  iwaity  miles  are  entitled  to  the  drawback ;  this  is  not  generally  known  at 

pnsent^  1045,  1046 Reference  to  the  Lee  Navigation  beyond  the  town  of  Ware ;  there 

is  no  intention  on  thepart  of  the  City  to  place  a  second  boundary  stone  there,  1047-1049. 

The  applications  for  drawback  are  merely  nominal,  the  drawback  being  allowed  to  any 

person  in  whose  name  the  appUcation  is  made,  1050-1053^— Authoritv  for  the  refusal  of 

the  drawback  on  coals  landed  without  the  circle  of  twenty  miles,  and  werwards  conveyed 

within  the  same;  Mr.  Dickinson  disputes  the  legality  of  this  refusal,  1054-1080 

Witness  has  freauently  refused  the  drawback,  notwithstanding  the  certificate  of  the 
lock-keener  at  Ware,  1075-1077— —Persons  of  whom  the  Coal  and  Com  Committee  are 
composea;  mode  in  which  thej^  transact  their  business;  io8i-i096«-'-**In  the  event  of 
any  merchant  or  consumer  feeling  aggrieved  by  the  decisions  of  witness  there  is  a  power 
of  appeal  to  the  Coal  and  Corn  Committee,  and  witness  invariably  advises  them  to  have 
recourse  to  that  proceeding,  1 107. 

Sethiome  Coals.  Statement  of  the  importation  of  coal  by  sea  in  183a,  and  in  1851  and 
1852 ;  increase  in  the  importation  of  sea-borne  coal  in  1851  and  1853,  Dickinson  338- 
340.  348-350— If  the  duty  on  iolanti  coal  was  abolished  the  same  revenue  might  not 
be  collected  on  sea-borne  coal,  though  very  nearlv,  Uk  358-362 The  duty  paid  on  sea- 
borne coal  is  reimbursed  byf  the  superior  value  of  the  article,  ib.  365 Remarks  as  to 

the  large  tolls  payable  on  coals  coming  to  London  by  sea ;  the  same  tolls  and  expenses 
do  not  apply  to  inland  coals ;  they  have  nothing  to  pay  but  the  railwav  dues,  Wood 

591-594 The  dutT  presses  heavier  upon  the  coals  imported  by  sea  tnan  upon  the 

inland  coals,  ib.  660, 061  • 

See  ^90  Abolition  of  Duties.  Conve^fanee  of  Coab.         Drawback.  Duties. 

Freights.        Inland  CoalSj  1.        Price  of  Coals. 

Shoreham.  Letter  from  Charles  D.  Binkwell,  dated  16  March  1853,  stating  that  there  are 
no  coal  duties  levied  in  the  town  of  Shoreham,  App.  11  !• 

South  Eastern  Railway.  Return  of  the  quantity  of  coals  brought  into  the  London  district 
by  the  South  Eastern  Railway  in  the  year  1852,  App.  176* 

Southampton.  Letter  from  the  town  clerk  of  Southampton,  dated  11  March  1853,  stating 
that  no  duty  is  levied  upon  coals  within  the  borough,  App.  11 1. 

Spitalfields  Improvements.  Account  showing  the  amounts  advanced  by  the  Bank  of  England 
for  the  Spitalfields  extension,  on  the  security  of  the  1  d.  coal  duty,  for  the  purposes  of 
the  above  improvement,  the  rate  of  interest  paid  for  the  same,  and  the  principal  repaid 
up  to  the  20th  June  1853,  App.  215.— —^Return  of  die  sums  chargeable  and  actually 
raised  under  the  provisions  of  the  Acts  9  Jc  10  Vict*  c.  34,  and  13  &  14  Vict.  c.  109,  by 
which  powers  were  given  to  Her  Majest/s  Comnussioners  of  Woiks  to  make  certain  im- 
provements in  SpiudfieklSy  specifying  the  date  of  each  loan,  the  rate  of  interest,  the 
repayments  (if  anyX  and  the  oalance  of  principal  and  interest  remaining  due  on  the  5th 
January  1853 ;  abo  an  account  of  the  mode  m  which  the  monies  raised  under  the  said 
Acts  have  been  expended  to  the  same  date,  %b.  229. 

Stonduxoen.  Return  from  the  town  clerk  of  Stonehaven,  showine  the  amount  of  the  town 
and  harbour  dues  on  coals  ui  the  years  1851  and  1859;  the  dues  are  applied  to  the 
maintenance  of  the  harbour,  App.  \\\. 

Supply  of  Coals.  Statement  as  to  the  amount  of  supply,  showing  each  coal  district  from 
which  it  is  derived,  and  the  amount  from  each  in  each  year,  from  183a  to  1852,  App. 
119-173.  «i6. 

Surplus  Ptofits  Account.    Return  of  the  Surplus  Profits  Acooont,  App.  2 13. 

T. 

Trust  Funds.    Mode  in  which  the  coal  duties  passing  through  the  Chamberlain's  Office  are 
expended ;  some  of  the  money  has  been  applied  in  &e  relief  of  the  Trust  Funds, 
B.  Scott  105-107, 
0^9.  K  K  Tunq>ihe 
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Turnpike  Roads.    See  Roads. 

Tyrrell,  Edward,    (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.)— City  Remembrancer  3 Evidence  as  to 

the  several  Acts  of  Parliament  under  which  funds  have  been  raised  in  the  City  of  London 

by  means  of  a  duty  on  coals,  4  et  seq. The  first  Act  is  the  6th  and  6th  of  William  and 

Mary,  cap.  10,  and  is  intituled,  '*  An  Act  for  Relief  of  the  Orphans  and  other  Creditors 

'    of  the  City  of  London/' 5-10 Object  of  this  Act;  its  eflFect  was  to  make  a  charge 

upon  all  coals  brought  into  the  port  of  London  of  4df.  per  chaldron  or  ton  for  ever,  and 
of  6rf.  for  the  term  of  fifty  years,  as  a  means  of  replacing  the  Orphans'  Fund,  which  had 

been  seized  by  the  Crown  in  the  time  of  Charles  the  Second,  6-10 The  debt  due  to 

the  orphans  has  long  since  been  paid  off  and  the  coal  tax  is  now  applied  to  public  ini-> 
provements,  and  is  called  the  London  Bridge  Approaches  Fund ;  other  items  included  in 
this  fund,  1 1-36. 

Enumeration  of  the  provisions  of  different  Acts  passed  in  ihe  reign  of  George  the  Third, 
and  in  each  succeeding  reign  with  respect  to  taxing  coaU  at  so  much  per  chaldron  or  ton 

for  the  purposes  of  public  improvements  in  the  City  of  London,  36-49 Remarks  on 

the  Act  passed  in  1851,  authorising  further  charges  upon  the  London  Bridge  Approaches 

Fund,  for  the  completion  of  certain  improvements  in  the  Metropolis,  49-75 This  Act 

is  called  the  Direct  Line  Act ;  its  object  was  to  grant  a  drawback  upon  coals,  and  to 

regulate  the  mode  in  which  the  duties  were  to  be  collected,  51,  52 By  the  Act  of  8th 

and  9th  Victoria,  duties  were  payable  on  coals  if  brought  within  twenty  miles  of  London; 
the  legal  boundary  thus  defined  was  made  more  clear  by  the  Aot  of  1851,  but  the  limit 
of  twenty  miles  was  not  extended  any  further  under  that  Act,  52-^75. 

[Second  Examination.] — The  opinion  of  the  Recorder  of  London  shows,  *'  that  though 
certain  sums  advanced  on  mortgage  to  the  Corporation  are  specifically  chained  on  the 
coal  duty,  yet  in  case  of  the  insufficiency  of  that  fund  the  other  property  and  revenues  of 
the  Corporation  would,  subject  to  any  preceding  charges^  become  liable  for  the  amounjt 
remaining  due,"  901-903. 

[Third  Examination.]— Evidence,  as  opposed  to  that  Mr.  Marchant,  with  respect  to 
the  passing  of  the  Act  of  1851  ;  straightforward  course  taken  by  tiie  City  authorities  in 

the  matter,  939-944 Mr.  Marchant  was  furnished  by  witness  with  a  copy  of  the  Bill, 

but  took  no  part  in  opposing  the  passing  of  the  same,  940 ^The  Bill  was  six  or  seven 

days  in  the  Committee  and  was  opposed  by  five  railway  conq>anies^  so  that  it  underwent  a 

tolerable  scrutiny,  940-944 Explanation  as  to  the  withdrawal  of  the  clause  in  the  Bill 

of  the  River  Lee  Trustees,  by  which  the  drawback  was  to  have  been  allowed  to  the  town 
of  Hertford ;  the  opposition  of  the  City  to  this  clause  was  consequent  upon  the  objections 

of  the  Treasury  thereto,  945,  946.  94d~95i 'Witness  is  not  aware  of  any  agreement 

between  the  City  and  the  Lee  Trustees  as  to  the  place  where  the  boundary  stone,  formerly 

near  the  Broxbourne  Station,  should  be  fixed,  947,  948 (Mr.  Marchant.)  Remarks  09 

the  copy  of  the  Bill  of  1851,  ^mished  to  witness  by  Mn  Tyrrell ;  he  did  not  receive  it  till 
^fter  the  Committee  hM  met  aqd  he  had  no  idea  that  the  City  intended  to  insert  the  words 
^'  in  a  Direct  Line,"  952. 

V. 

Vend  and  Delivery  of  Coals.    Observations  with  respect  to  the  Acts  for  regulating  the  yend 
and  delivery  of  coals,  Dickinson  288 — —Sec  also  Free  Market. 

W. 

Ware.    A  drawback  of  the  City  dues  is  allowed  on  all  coals  sold  at  Ware,  Gripj^r  1113 
— \ — The  drawback  is  notgranted  on  coals  sold  in  the  town  of  Hertford,  consequently  in 

that  place  coals  are  1  s.  per  ton  dearer  than  in  Ware,  ib.  1114-1118.  1125 Until  the 

Act  of  1851,  Ware  was  liable  to  the  duty,  but  is  now  exempt;  Hertford  being  within  the 
limit  of  twenty  miles,  is  still  subject  to  the  duly,  as  it  was  previous  to  the  Act  of  \^^i  i&* 
1 1 50-1 163 *««  also  Hertford. 

Warren,  Mr.,  Q.c.     See  London  Bridge  Approaches  Fund. 

Weighing  Coals.    See  Measurement  of  Coals, 

Welton,  Henry.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.)— Minutingj  clerk  in  the  Town  Clerk's  OflSce ;  • 
attends  to  ihe  business  of  the  Coal  and  Corn  Committee,  1157-1169-— ^The  Coal  and 
Com  Committee  is  composed  of  forty-two  members,  and  the  sub-committee  of  twelve 
members,  who  are  appointed  monthly,  1160-1162 Mode  in  which  questions  of  draw- 
back on  coals  are  inquired  into  by  the  sub-committee,  and  finally  settled  by  the  ^rand 
committee  1163-1169 — ^Reference  to  a  claim  for  drawback  made  by  Mr.  Dickmson, 
before  the  sub-committee,  when  it  was  decided  that  he  was  not  entitled  to  the  same,  as 
the  coals  in  question  were  consumed  within  the  City  area  of  taxation,  1170-1180—-' 
Opinion  that  though  coals  may  in  the  first  instance  be  conveyed  beyond  the  limits  of  the 
City  due3,  they  should  still  be  liable  to  the  duty,  if  subsequently  consumed  within  the 
same,  1179-1184. 

Welwyn.    See  Boundary  Stones. 

W^fmouth 
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Wet/mouth  and  Mekombe  Regis.  Return  of  the  duties  on  coals  imported  into  the  harbour 
of  Weymouth  and  Melcombe  Regis,  in  the  years  1851  and  1852,  App.  ill. 

Wliithy.  Amount  of  duties  of  1  s.  per  ton  upon  coals^  coke,  and  cinders,  imported  into 
Whitby  in  the  years  1851  and  1852  ;  purposes  to  which  applied  App.  112. 

IVood  Fuel.  Remarks  as  to  the  extraordinary  decrease  of  wood  fuel  that  has  taken  place 
throughout  the  country,  which  renders  every  cottage  under  the  necessity  of  obtaining 
coal  fuel ;  therefore  the  tax  on  the  inland  coal  is  a  matter  of  great  importance  to  the 
labouring  classes,  Dickinson  417. 

Woodt  Nicholas.    (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.) — Resides  at  Hetton,  Durham;  is  largely 

concerned  in  the  coal  trade,  573,  574 The  coal  tax  has  always  been  considered  and 

felt  to  be  a  very  oppressive  tax,  and  operating  very  prejudicially  upon  ihe  consumption  of 
coals  in  the  port  ol  London,  more  particularly  upon  the  low-priced  coals,  and  the  coals 

used  in  manufactories,  575-581 Amount  of  the  tollage  or  expense  incurred  in  bringing 

coals  by  railway  inland  to  the  City  of  London,  exclusive  of  the  is.  1  rf.  tax,  582-591 

Remarks  as  to  the  large  tolls  payable  on  coals  coming  to  London  by  sea ;  the  same 

tolls  and  expenses  do  not  apply  to  inland  coals ;  they  have  nothing  to  pay  but  the  rail-    • 

way  dues,  591-594 The  whole  of  the  manufacturing  establishments  suffer  very  much 

from  the  coal  tax,  because  they  consume  a  low-price  coal;  the  does  bear  as  much  as  ten 
per  cent,  on  the  value  of  the  coals,  595-608. 

The  same  tax  is  levied  upon  all  descriptions  of  coal  entering  the  port  of  London ;  if 
the  duties  were  abolished  witness  would  be  able  to  bring  a  very  large  quantity  of  the 
inferior  coal  for  manuliMitariBg  pnrposeB  into  London,  and  thus  greatly  benefit  the  manu- 

Aicturers,  595-608 It  is  a  great  boon  to  the  districts   that  are  exempted  from  the 

payment  of  the   duty  to  have   the   drawback  extended    to    them,   609 Remarks 

generally  upon  the  subject  of  the  drawback  on  coals ;  how  far  it  works  satisfactorily, 
609-610 — —Hardship  attending  the  coke-works  in  the  vicinity  of  London ;  the  dues 
are  levied  upon  the  coals  which  come  io,  and  which  is  afterwards  coked,  and  the  draw- 
back is  only  allowed  on  the  coke,  thus  leaving  a  loss  to  the  coke-burner,  616-619 
< — r-It  is  a  mistaken  notion  to  suppose  that  the  inland  coal  is  of  an  inferior  quality 
to  tlie  generality  of  coal  sent  to  London ;  the  larger  proportion  of  the  coals  sent  to 
London  is  inferior  to  the  inland  coal,  620-624. 

The  average  quality  of  the  inland  coal,  as  compared  with  the  average  (|uality  of 
the  sea-borne  coal,  is  such  that,  supposing   the   inland  coal  were  to  come  in  free  of 

the  duty  of  13^.,  it  would  be  able  to  compete  with  the  sea-borne  coal,  625 Remarks 

as  to  the  general  quality  of  the  inland  coal;  its  low  price  is  attributable  to  the  cheap- 
ness with  which  it  is  conveyed,  625-630.  655 ^The  quantity  of  inland  coal  is  very 

much  checked  by  the  railway  companies;  the  companies  are  interested  in  having  a 
Jong  traffic,  and  they  t»ke  care  to  throw  as  much  obstacle  as  they  can  in  the  way 
of  sending  coal  down  from  London  into  the  interior,  630-640— —Observations  in  favour 
of  a  diminution  of  tolls  on  the  sea-borne  coal  on  railways ;  high  rates  of  toll  charged 
for  conveying  coals  short  distances,  633-645 ^The  comparative  increase  in  the  con- 
sumption of  inland  coals  has  arisen  from  the  great  reduction  of  tolls  on  railways,  646- 
653. 

The  aggregate  quantity  of  coal  exported  was  more  in  1852    than  in  1851 ;  654 

The  average  value  of  the  sea-borne  coal  is  less  than  the  average  value  of  inland  coal,  656- 

659 ^The  duty  presses  heavier  upon  the  coals  imported  by  sea  than  upon  the  inland 

coals,  660,  661— Impossibility  of  the  railways,  at  the  present  time,  supplymg  the 
demand  for  inland  coals  in  London ;  they  find  a  want  of  trucks,  which  is  one  of  the 

great  obstacles  in  the  transmission  of  coals  to  London,  662-664 Particulars  with 

respect  to  the  Great  Northern  Railway  Company,  who  purchase  the  Durham  coals,  bring 
them  to  London,  and  sell  them  on  their  own  account,  665-^78— —The  Great  Northern 
Company  charge  a  higher  price  for  coals  within  twenty  or  thirty  miles  of  London  than 
they  do  in  London  itself;  they  charge  more  for  coals  at  Hitchin  than  at  King's  Cross, 
665-675. 

The  coals  supplied  by  the  Great  Northern  do  enter  into  a  competition,  and  have,  to 
a  certain  extent,  thrown  out  the  sea-borne  coal  at  Hertford,  676-678 — — Provided  the 
duty  on  inland  coal  was  abolished,  the  coalowners  would  be  able  to  compete  with  the 

sea-borne  coal,  679-685 Diminution  of  the  price  of  coal  wtiich   has  taken  place 

within  the  last  ten  years,  and  increase  of  consumption  resulting  therefrom;   causes  to 

which  the  decrease  in  the  price  of  coal  is  attributable,  686-706 Evidence  relative 

to  the  Great  Northern  Company  selling  coals  on  their  own  accotmt ;  way  in  which  this 
acts  very  injuriously  to  the  coalowners,  707-724.  749-764.  774-793— —Ifailways  should 
make  certain  regulations  with  respect  to  the  transmission  of  coal ;  witness  objects  to 

railway  companies  becoming  merchants,  726.  765-767 Supposing  the  duty  on  coal 

was  abolished,  the  manufacturers  in  London  would  be  enabled  to  obtain  inferior  coals, 
suited  for  their  purposes,  at  a  reduced  price ;  at  present  the  same  amount  of  duty  is 
payable  on  all  descriptions  of  coal,  727-742. 
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Report,  1852.53— continM^rf. 


Wood,  Nicholas*    (Analysis  of  bis  Evidence) — continued. 

Remarks  relative  to  the  refusal  of  the  Great  Northern  Company  to  carry  less  than 

25,000  tons  of  coal/  743-748 Observations  witii  respect  to  ihe  coal  traffic  on  the 

railways ;  it  is  a  complete  monopoly  in  tlie  hands  of  the  railway  oompanies,  768,  769 
At  present  there  is  a  stop  put  to  the  building  of  collier  vessels  owing  to  the  very  great 

demand  for  large  vessels  at  Sunderland,  770-773 Observations  as  to  the  extent  of 

the  coal-fields  of  Yorkshire,  Derbyshire,  &c. ;  the  duration  of  the  supply  will  doubt- 
less be  for  500  years,  794-799 ^The  price  of  coal  has  greatly   aiminished  since 

the  establishment  of  railways,  800-805 ^The  coal  tax  prejudicially  affects  the  trade 

of  the  Metropolis,  especially  as  regards  the  small  coal  used  in  plate-'glass  works,  and 

f    other  smelting  trades  where  coals  are  used,  806 With  regard  to  the  drawback  it 

has  had,  practically,  a  good  effect  in  some  cases^  yet  the  working  of  it  might  be  im- 
proved, 807-814. 

Further  reference  to  the  hardship  attending  the  payment  of  duty  of  coal  to  be  coked  # 

and  the  drawback  only  being  allowed  on  coke,  807-814 Remarks  relative  to  the 

conveyance  of  the  coal  on  the  River  Lea ;  the  navigation  is  able  to  compete  with  the 
Eastern  Counties  Railway^  in  the  conveyance  of  coal  to  Hertford,  816-824 ^The  gene- 
ral opinion  of  the  trade  with  regard  to  the  operation  of  the  Coal  Act  of  1851  allowing 

drawback  is  favourable,  825-827 Opinion  that  the  drawback  ought  to  be  on  the 

quantity  of  coal  consumed  in  making  the  coke,  and  not  on  the  coke,  828-830  The 
coal  tax  should  be  taken  off  both  sea-borne  and  inland  coals;  it  would  be  very  disad- 
vantageous if  what  is  done  is  not  applied  to  both,  831-833, 

Woods  and  Forests.  Statement  as  10  the  amount  expended  on  Metropolis  improvemrats, 
under  the  direction  of  the  Woods  and  Forests,  out  of  their  8  d.  duty  on  coaJs,  B.  Scaii 
6«7-63i- 


Yarmouth^  Great*  Statement  of  the  amount  of  duties  levied  upon  coals  at  (Jreat  Yar- 
mouth, in  the  years  1851  and  1852,  and  carried  to  the  accomit  of  the  borough  fiind» 
App.  112. 
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Ordered,  by  The  House  of  Commons^  to  be  Printed, 
1  August  1853. 
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MartiSy  IT  die  Aprilis,  1853. 


Ordered,  That  a  Select  Committee  be  appointed  to  take  into  consideration,  and 
report  to  this  House,  the  Practicability  and  Advantages,  or  otherwise,  that  would  arise  from 
adopting  a  Decimal  System  of  Coinage. 


Committee  nominated  of, — 

Mr.  William  Brown. 

Mr.  Cardwell. 

Mr.  John  BaU. 

Mr.  Tofnell. 

Mr.  Alderman  Thompson. 

Mr.  Dunlop. 

Mr.  Matthew  Forster. 

Lord  Stanley. 


Mr.  Moody. 

Mr.  HamilioD. 

Mr.  John  Benjamin  Smith. 

Sir  William  Clay. 

Marqnis  of  Chandos. 

Sir  William  JoUiiie. 

Mr.  Kinnaird. 


Ordered,  That  the  Committee  hare  power  to  send  for  Persons,  Papers,  and  Reeords* 
Ordered^  That  Five  be  the  Quorum  of  the  Committee. 


Mercurii,  27^  die  ApriUi,  1853. 


Ordered,  That  Viscount  Goderich  be  added  to  the  Committee. 


Luna,  r  die  Augusti,  1833. 


Ordered,  That  the  Committee  hare  power  to  Beport  their  Obsenrations,  with  the  Minnies 
of  Evidence  taken  before  them,  to  The  House. 
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REPORT. 


THE  SELECT  COMMITTEE  appointed  to  take  into  consideratkm/and 
report  to  this  House,  the  Practicability  and  Advantages,  or  otherwise, 
that  would  arise  from  adopting  a  Dbcikal  Systbm  of  Coinaob,  and 
to  whom  several  Petitions  were  referred,  and  who  were  empowered  to 
Report  their  Observations,  together  with  the  Minutbs  of  Evidbncb 
taken  before  them,  to  The  House ;— Havb  considered  the  Matters  to 
them  referred,  and  have  agreed  to  the  following  HBPORT ;  J 

YOUR  CJOft^MITTEE,  in  pursuancfe  of  the  duty  entrusted  to  them  of  taking 
into  consideration,  and  reporting  upon  the  practicability  and  advantages, 
or  otherwise,  of  adopting  a  Decimal  system  of  Coinage,  have  proceeded  to 
examine  such  witnesses  as  appeared  to  them  most  capable  of  giving  information 
upon  the  subject  of  their  inquiry. 

The  question  being  one  which,  from  its  peculiar  character,  and  the  importance 
of  the  principles  involved  in  it,  required  to  be  examined  with  much  care,  it  has 
been  the  object  of  Your  Committee  to  obtain  evidence  of  as  varied  a  character  as 
possible  from  witnesses  whose  opinions  may  carry  due  weight  with  them,  as 
respects  not  only  the  theoretical  but  the  practical  bearings  of  the  subject 
Amon^the  witnesses  whose  evidence  is  appended  to  this  Report,  there  will 
accordingly  be  found  the  representatives  of  Uie  scientific  opinion  of  the  country 
in  relation  to  a  system  of  coinage  based  upon  the  Decimal  principle,  together 
with  others  who  from  their  social  position,  their  business  occupations,  or.  their 
interest  in  the  question,  have  been  led  to  examine  into  the  practical  inconve* 
niences  attaching  to  the  existing  system  of  coinage,  and  to  seek  for  practical 
means  of  remedying  them. 

It  may  be  premised  that  all  the  witnesses  examined  by  Your  Committee 
concur  in  the  opinion  that  great  advantc^es  attach  to  a  Decimal  system,  as 
compared  with  the  present  system  of  calculation,  and  that  the  only  points  on  which 
any  difference  of  opinion  was  expressed  by  them  relate  to  the  precise  basis  which 
should  be  adopted,  and  the  practical  measures  to  be  employed  tor  introducing  the 
Decimal  system,  so  as  to  produce  the  least  amount  of  temporary  inconvenience, 
and  the  smallest  extent  of  unwillingness  to  encounter  the  change  on  the  part 
of  the  classes  who  are  the  most  likely  to  be  affected  by  it. 

With  regard  to  the  inconveniences  of  the  existing  system,  the  evidence  is 
iclear  and  decided.  That  system  is  shown  to  entail  a  vast  amount  of  unnecessary 
labour,  and  great  liability  to  error,  to  render  accounts  needlessly  complicated, 
to  confuse  questions  of  foreign  exchanges,  and  to  be  otherwise  inconvenient. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  concurrent  testimony  of  the  various  witnesses  is  to  the 
effect  that  the  adoption  of  a  Decimal  system  would  lead  to  greater  accuracy, 
would  simplify  accounts,  would  greatly  diminish  the  labour  of  calculations  (to 
the  extent  of  one-half,  and  in  some  cases  four-fifths,  according  to  Professor  De 
Morgan,  who  has  made  the  question  his  especial  study),  and,  by  facilitating  the 
comparison  between  the  coinage  of  this  country,  and  other  countries  that  have 
adopted  the  Decimal  system,  would  tend  to  the  convenience  of  all  those  who  are 
engaged  in  exchange  operations,  of  travellers  and  others.  An  important  benefit 
would  be  derived  in  several  departments  of  the  public  service,  and  in  every 
branch  of  industry,  from  the  economy  of  skilled  labour  which  would  result  from 
the  proposed  change ;  at  the  same  time  that  the  education  of  the  people  generally 
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would  be  much  fecilitated  by  the  introduction  into  our  schools  of  a  system  so 
directly  calculated  to  render  easy  the  acquirement  of  arithmetic. 

A  further  evidence  of  the  value  of  a  Decimal  system  is  to  be  found  in  the 
fact^  its  very  general  adoption  in  the  different  countries  of  the  world,  not  only 
in  the  case  ot  money,  but  also  as  respects  weights  and  measures.  Your  Com- 
mittee are  not  aware  of  any  instance  in  which  a  country,  after  adopting  the 
Decimal  system,  has  abandoned  it.  The  tendency,  on  the  contrary,  has  invariably 
been  in  the  direction  of  a  further  adoption  of  the  system,  the  most  recent  instance 
being  that  of  Portugal,  where  the  mode  of  reckoning  has  long  been  based  on 
the  Decimal  system,  and  where  a  decree  has' been  published  within  the  last  few 
months,  providing  for  the  introduction  of  the  French  Decimal  metrical  system  of 
weights  and  measures.  Dr.  Bowring  explained  to  Your  Committee  the  Decimal 
system  that  obtains  in  the  vast  empire  of  China,  and  produced  an  instrument, 
a  description  of  abacus,  there  called  the  "  Swan  Pan"  (a  sketch  of  which  will  be 
found  in  the  Appendix).  That  instrument  shows  the  ease  with  which  a  Decimal 
feystem  may  be  applied,  and  the  great  advantages  which  it  confers,  as  is,  in  fact, 
practically  proved  by  the  extraordinary  facility  with  which  Chinese  boys  make  any 
^thmetical  calculations . 

Even  in  this  country*,  where  the  Decimal  system  is  not  supposed  to  exist.  Your 
Committee  have  ascertained  that  is  is  already  practically  adopted  to  a  certain 
extent.  The  late  Grovemor  of  the  Bank  of  Kngland  has  informed  Your  Com- 
mittee that  it  has  been  found  advisable  in  that  establishment  to  employ  a  Decimal 
system  of  weights  in  their  purchases  and  sales  of  bullion,  instead  of  the  old 
system  of  troy  pounds,  ounces,  pennyweights,  and  grains ;  and  that  great  advan- 
tage has  resulted  from  the  change,  and  Parliament  in  the  present  Session  has 
passed  an  Act  to  legalise  the  new  weights.  The  Master  of  the  Mint  has  also 
announced  the  intention  of  introducing  the  use  of  those  weights  at  the  Mint  as 
soon  as  possible.  Professor  De  Morgan  mentions  that  many  teachers,  as  well  as 
himself,  always  use  the  Decimal  system  in  actual  teaching,  by  giving  their  pupils 
a  short  rule  for  transposing  the  common  money  calcuktions  into  the  decimal 
form,  aiid  then,  when  the  answer  is  obtained,  re-transferring  them  to  pounds,  shil« 
lings,  and  pence.  The  great  waste  of  time  entailed  by  its  being  necessary  to  perform 
these  operations  of  transfer  and  re-transfer,  in  addition  to  the  calculation  itself,  is 
obvious;  and  yet  the  advantage  of  the  Decimal  system  is  found  to  be  so  great,  that, 
for  the  sake  of  employing  it,  it  is  worth  while  to  incur  the  extra  labour  of  those 
operations. 

With  regard  to  the  other  and  more  difficult  part  of  the  question  referred  to 
them,  namely,  the  practicability^  of  introducing  the  Decimal  system,  it  appears  to 
Your  Committee  that  the  obstacles  are  twofold  in  their  nature.  The  first  arises 
from  the  difficulty  which  is  always  found  to  exist  in  inducing  the  mass  of  the 
peculation  to  depart  from  standards  with  which  they  are  fistmiliar,  and  from  modes 
of  calculation  to  the  defects  of  which  usage  has  reconciled  them.  The  second 
obstacle  arises  from  the  necessity  of  re-arranging  the  terms  of  all  pecuniary  obliga- 
tions, depending  either  on  legal  enactment  or  private  contract,  expressed  in  those 
coins  which,  in  the  event  of  a  change  in  our  monetary  system,  would  cease  to 
have  legal  currency.  This  second  obstacle,  although  apparently  the  most  practical 
and  the  most  serious  in  its  nature,  is  probably  not  so  important  in  actual  fact  as 
the  other,  owing  to  its  more  tangible  character,  and  the  opportunity  which  it 
therefore  presents  of  considering  and  grappling  with  its  details.  But  an  obstacle 
of  so  undefined  a  nature  as  a  vague  popular  feeling,  based  upon  habit  and  associa- 
tion, and  not  upon  reason,  cannot  be  dealt  with  on  any  general  and  abstract  prin- 
ciples, and  Your  Committee  therefore  purposely  abstain  from  seeking  to  fetter  the 
discretion  of  the  Executive  on  that  part  of  the  subject. 

Your  Committee  have  endeavoured  to  ascertain  the  probable  feeling  of  the  public, 
especially  of  the  working-classes,  in  reference  to  the  proposed  change ;  first,  by 
examining  witnesses  who  may  be  considered  to  be  well  acquainted  with  their 
feelings;  and,  secondly,  by  means  of  the  analogy  to  be  drawn  from  previous 
changes  of  a  somewhat  similar  character.  As  respects  the  first  point,  several  wit- 
nesses who  have  very  extensive  dealings  with  the  poor,  and  some  of  whom  are 
accustomed  to  take  as  many  as  1,000  rarthings  per  week  over  the  counter,  have 
expressed  their  opinion  that  if  the  farthing  were  altered  from  its  present  value  (the 
^^th  part  of  the  pound  sterling)  to  the  t^V?^*^  P^^  ^^  t^^  pound,  in  accordance  with 
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the  Decimal  gubdivision,  no  prejudice  would  be  raised  against  this  slight  decrease 
of  four  per  cent,  in  the  value  of  the  ferthing,  provided  mey  were  made  to  under- 
stand that  they  could,  on  the  other  hand,  get  25^  of  theneWx^om  for  sixpence  where 
they  now  get  24.  All  the  traders  examined  also  stated,  as  the  result  of  their  ex- 
perience, that  competition  invariably  causes  the  Quantities  of  the  articles  sold  to 
adjust  themselves  without  difficulty  to  the  value  ot  the  money  received  for  them. 

Your  Committee  have  also  taken  evidence  as  to  the  difficulty  experienced  on 
occasions  when  the  coinage  of  any  country  has  been  changed,  and  would  especially 
refer  to  the  cases  of  the  united  States  and  of  Ireland.  In  the  former  country  the 
old  system  of  pounds,  shillings,  and  pence  has  been  entirely  superseded  by  the 
Decimal  ^tem  of  dollars  and  cents,  and  no  inconvenience  appears  to  have 
attended  the  change.  The  principal  difficulty  with  which  Your  Committee  have 
now  to  contend  will  be  the  substitution,  in  lieu  of  the  penny,  of  a  new  copper  coin, 
hereafter  described,  of  which  the  present  shilling  will  contain  10  only  instead 
of  12.  In  the  case  of  Ireland,  where  13  Irish  pence  made  an  English  shilling, 
for  which  12  English  pence  were  substituted,  a  prejudice  was  originally  felt  on 
the  part  of  the  poorer  classes,  in  consequence  of  their  believing  that  as  they 
only  got  12  pence  for  a  shilling  where  they  formerly  received  13,  they  sustained 
a  loss  of  a  penny  in  every  shilling.  They  soon  found  from  experience,  however, 
that  the  injury  was  imaginary* 

The  other  difficulties  to  which  Your  Committee  have  referred,  viz.,  those  of  a 
practical  character,  arising  from  the  necessity  of  a  re-adjustment  of  a  lai^e  number 
of  existing  contracts  and  obligations  based  upon  the  present  system  of  coinage, 
are  not,  in  their  opinion,  insuperable ;  but  the  precise  point  of  view  from  which 
to  consider  them  must,  of  course,  depend  in  some  d^ree  on  the  exact  system 
which  may  be  adopted. 

The  first  question  to  be  decided  is,  what  shall  be  the  unit  of  the  new  system  of 
coinage ;  and  Your  Committee  have  no  hesitation  in  recommending  the  present 
pound  sterling.  Considering  that  the  pound  is  the  present  standard,  and  there- 
fore associated  with  all  our  id^as  of  money  value,  and  that  it  is  the  basis  on  which 
all  our  exchange  transactions  with  the  whole  world  rest,  it  appears  to  Your  Com- 
mittee that  any  alteration  of  it  would  lead  to  infinite  complication  and  embarrass- 
ment  in  our  commercial  dealings ;  in  addition  to  which  it  fortunately  happens, 
that  its  retention  would  afibrd  the  means  of  introducing  the  Decimal  system  with 
the  minimum  of  change.  Its  tenth  part  already  exists  in  the  shape  of  the  florin 
or  two  shilling  piece,  while  an  alteration  of  four  per  cent,  in  the  present  farthing 
will  serve  to  convert  that  coin  into  the  lowest  step  of  the  Decimal  scale  which  it 
is  necessary  to  represent  by  means  of  an  actual  coin,  viz.,  the  thousandth  part  of 
a  pound.  To  this  lowest  denomination  Your  Committee  purpose,  in  onler  to 
mark  its  relation  to  the  unit  of  value,  to  give  the  name  of  mil.  The  addition  of  a 
coin  to  be  called  a  cent,  of  the  value  of  10  mils,  and  equal  to  the  hundredth  part 
of  the  pound,  or  the  tenth  part  of  the  florin,  would  serve  to  complete  the  list  of 
coins  necessary  to  represent  the  monies  of  account,  which  would  accordingly  be 
pounds,  florins,  cents,  and  mils. 

Other  proposals,  having  in  view  the  adoption  of  a  different  unit,  have  been 
brought  under  the  notice  of  Your  Committee.  Of  these,  the  one  recommending 
the  retention  of  the  present  farthing  as  the  basis  of  a  new  system  of  coinage,  leaving 
its  relation  to  the  existing  penny  untouched,  presents  the  greatest  amount  of  ad- 
vantage. The  large  number  of  payments  which  are  now  expressed  in  pence  would 
remain  unaltered,  and  a  great  portion  of  those  daily  transactions  in  which  the  mass 
of  the  population  are  engaged,  would  be  unaflfected  by  the  change ;  but  when  it 
is  considered  that  the  adoption  of  that  alternative  would,  by  adding  10  d.  to  the 
value  of  the  present  pound,  and  a  halfpenny  to  that  of  the  shilling,  necessitate 
the  withdrawal  of  the  whole  of  the  present  gold  coinage,  and  nearly  the  whole 
of  the  silver,  and  involve  the  alteration  of  the  terms  of  all  contracts  and 
obligations  expressed  in  coin  of  either  of  the  latter  metals.  Your  Committee 
would  not  feel  themselves  warranted  in  recommending  the  adoption  of  such  a 
proposal. 

Your  Committee,  therefore,  are  now  in  a  position  to  resume  the  consideration 
of  the  practical  difficulties  in  their  way,  and  of  the  means  by  which  those  diffi- 
culties may  be  most  readily  overcome.    The  most  important  obstacles  are  those 
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connected  with  the  readjustment  of  obligations  expressed  in  the  penny  (including 
its  multiples  and  sub-multiples),  by  receipts  in  whSch  coin  various  portions  of  the 
public  revenue  are  in  great  part  raised,  such  as  postage,  newspaper,  and  receipt 
stamps,  as  well  as  many  duties  of  customs ;  in  addition  to  the  class  of  cases  in 
which  private  interests  are  concerned,  such  as  railway,  bridge,  ferry,  and  road 
tolls.  To  take  an  illustration,  it  is  obvious  that  if  instead  of  charging  a  toll  of 
one  penny  or  four  farthings  as  at  present,  the  nearest  equivalent  tdl  under  the 
Decimal  system,  viz.,  one  of  four  mils,  were  substituted,  the  change  would  involve 
a  loss  to  the  receiver  of  the  toll  of  four  per  cent. ;  while,  on  the  other  hand,  raisii^ 
the  toll  to  five  mils  would  involve  a  loss  to  the  payer  of  20  per  cent.  The 
payment  is  now  the  j^th  part  of  a  pound,  and  on  the  tirst  of  the  foregoing  sup- 
positions it  would  be  reduced  to  the  j^th ;  on  the  latter,  it  would  be  raised  to  the 
j^th.  In  the  case  of  all  cumulative  and  gross  payments,  that  difficulty  will  not 
be  felt,  and  may  be  disregarded  ;  as  the  amount  involved  in  the  change,  being 
always  less  than  a  mil  in  each  case,  is  then  inappreciably  small  in  comparison 
with  the  total  sum. 

The  case  of  the  penny  newspaper  stamps  presents  no  difficulty,  as  they  are 
always  sold  to  the  newspapers  in  considerable  quantities,  and  might  be  chained 
at  the  rate  of  12  for  60  mils  (the  equivalent  of  the  shilling),  instead  of  one  penny 
each  as  at  present,  the  two  rates  of  charge  being  identical. 

The  payment  of  the  troops  may  be  easily  arranged  in  a  similar  maimer^  for 
although  they  are  nominally  paid  at  the  rate  of  so  many  pence  per  day,  the  full 
pay  of  every  man  is  drawn  in  advance  each  month,  and  any  difference  between 
the  sum  received  by  him  each  day  under  the  Decimal  system,  and  that  received 
under  the  present  system,  could  be  adjusted  at  the  monthly  clearance,  which 
takes  place  even  at  present,  for  the  purpose  of  settling  any  small  balance. 

The  cases  in  which  the  payment  of  the  penny  is  made  in  separate  and  isolated^ 
instead  of  cumulative  sums,  present  greater  difficulty. 

The  charges  payable  to  the  public  revenue  for  duties  and  stamps,  are  very 
generally  expressed  in  pence,  or  fractions  of  a  penny.  Assuming  that  at  the 
period  fixed  for  the  alteration  of  the  coinage,  no  grounds  should  exist  for 
an  alteration  of  those  charges,  the  object  to  be  attained  will  be  to  secure  the 
levy  of  an  equal  amount  of  revenue  in  the  aggregate,  without  so  far  altering 
existing  charges  as  to  create  public  dissatisfaction,  and  without  needlessly  com- 
plicating the  proceedings  of  the  Revenue  Departments.  Your  Committee  are 
disposed  to  believe  that  these  objects  may  be  attained  by  such  slight  modifications 
of  existing  payments  as  will  enable  the  payments  for  duties  and  stamps  to  be 
expressed  by  a  whole  number  of  mils,  the  loss  upon  any  one  head  of  revenue 
bemg  compensated  by  the  gain  upon  some  other. 

The  case  of  the  penny  postage  is  the  most  important,  and  requires  a  special 
reference  to  be  made  to  it.  Various  witnesses  who  have  been  examined  on  this 
subject,  including  Mr.  Rowland  Hill,  have  expressed  an  opinion  that  consider- 
able discontent  would  be  occasioned  by  any  addition  to  the  present  rate, 
such  as  the  adoption  of  a  charge  of  6  mils,  whatever  might  be  the  benefit 
to  the  Exchequer,  and  they  have  proposed  that  the  alternative  should  be 
adopted  of  substituting  a  rate  of  4  mils.  But  Your  Committee  feel  that,  in 
.^arriving  at  a  decision  on  this  subject,  it  is  necessary  not  to  forget  that, 
supposing  the  number  of  letters  transmitted  through  the  post  to  remain 
unaltered,  the  adoption  of  a  charge  of  4  mils  would  involve  a  loss  of  revenue 
estimated  at  100,000  /.  Whether  such  a  loss  would  be  actually  sustained 
must  depend  on  whether  or  no  the  trifling  diminution  of  charge  on  each 
Jetter  woidd  lead  to  increased  correspondence,  in  accordance  with  the  law 
r  that  is  found  to  prevail  in  the  case  of  more  extaisive  reductions.  On  the 
other  hand,  it  is  admitted  that,  apart  from  the  fiscal  and  other  practical  consi- 
derations involved  in  the  alteration  of  a  duty  which  was  reduced  to  its  present 
rate  of  one  penny  in  compliance  with  a  popular  demand,  the  establishment  of 
a  rate  of  5  mils  would  be  convenient,  as  representing  an  aliquot  part  of  the  coins 
of  a  higher  denomination  in  the  proposed  Decimal  scale,  and  that  that  rate  would 
probably  have  been  adopted,  had  a  Decimal  system  of  coinage  been  in  existence 
at  the  time  when  a  uniform  postage  was  established.  Your  Committee  appre- 
hend that  it  must  remain  with  Parliament  to  decide,  upon  the  consideration 
of  the  respective  advantages  and  disadvantages  of  the  two  rates  as  above  indi- 
cated. 
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eated,  whether  the  postage  rate  to  be  adopted  under  a  Decimal  system  shall  be 
4  or  5  mils. 

The  new  penny  receipt  stamp  is  subject  to  the  same  observations.  Your  Com* 
mittee  would  only  observe,  with  reference  to  it,  that  they  have  no  experience  to 
guide  them  as  to  the  probable  receipts  under  it,  as  compared  with  the  receipts 
under  the  much  higher  rates  that  have  hitherto  existed. 

As  respects  those  Customs  and  other  duties  which  are  now  levied  at  so  much 
per  lb.,  and  which  are  the  only  cases  of  the  kind  that  would  be  sensibly  aflPected 
by  the  change  to  a  Decimal  system,  your  Committee  are  of  opinion  that  all 
difficulty  would  be  removed  by  charging  those  duties  in  future  by  the  100  lbs. 

1  he  chief  remaining  difficulty  relates  to  charges  payable  to  conipanies  or  private 
individuals  fixed  by  Act  of  Parliament  at  sums  expressed  in  pence  or  fractions  of 
a  penny.  Of  this  class  are  mileage  charges  received  by  railway  companies,  and 
tolls  on  roads,  bridges  and  ferries.  Various  suggestions  as  to  the  means  of  r^ur 
lating  these  charges,  should  a  Decimal  system  be  adopted,  have  been  made  to 
Your  Committee,  especially  one  whereby  compensation  to  the  owners  of  such 
tolls  for  the  loss  they  would  incur  by  the  ultimate  reduction  in  the  charges  should 
be  provided  by  sanctioning  a  small  increase  in  those  charges  for  a  limited  periods 
They  refer  The  House  to  the  evidence  they  have  received  on  this  subject. 

It  remains  for  Your  Committee  to  consider  the  question  of  the  coins  to  be 
employed  under  the  Decimal  system  of  coinage,  and  the  means  of  introducing 
that  system. 

As  respects  the  coins,  it  will  be  necessary  to  withdraw  from  circulation  certain 
of  the  corns  at  poresent  iu  use»  and  to  substitute  in  their  place  certain  other  coins, 
having  reference  to  the  Decimal  scale,  before  the  Decimal  system  can  be  con- 
sidered as  ftiUy  developed.  Your  Committee  contemplate  the  retention  under 
any  circumstances,  of  the  present  sovereign  (1,000  mils),  half-sovereign  (500 
mils),  florin  (100  mils),  and  shilling  (50  mils,  or  5  cents).  The  present  sixpence, 
under  the  denomination  of  25  mils,  might  be  retained,  and  the  crown,  or  piece  of 
260  mils,  of  which  few  are  in  circulation,  need  not  be  withdrawn.  On  the  other 
hand,  it  will  be  desirable  to  withdraw  the  half-crown,  and  the  threepenny  and 
fourpenny  pieces,  which  are  inconsistent  with  the  Decimal  scale. 

With  regard  to  the  coins  not  in  actual  existence  at  present,  but  which  it  will 
be  necessary  eventually  to  introduce.  Your  Committee  refer  to  the  Evidence  taken 
by  them  on  the  subject.  It  appears  to  thSm  that  copper  coins  of  1,  2,  and  5 
mils,  and  silver  coins  of  20  and  10  mils,  will  be  required,  to  which  should  be 
added  such  others  as  experience  may  show  to  be  desirable.  It  is  important, 
however,  to  bear  in  mind,  that  the  smaller  the  number  of  the  coins  witn  whidi 
it  is  practicable  to  effect  purchases  and  exchanges,  the  better. 

Your  Committee  feel  that  a  certain  period  of  preparation,  destined  to  facilitate 
the  transition  from  the  present  to  the  new  system,  is  indispensable.  During  such 
a  transition  perikxi,  various  measures  should  be  adopted  with  a  view  to  prepare 
the  way  for  ulterior  dianges,  and  to  create  in  the  public  mind  a  desire  tor  their 
completion.  Several  of  the  proceedings  on  the  part  of  Her  Msgesty's  Mint,  which 
would  ultimately  become  necessary,  might  be  adopted  at  the  present  time  without 
introducing  any  elements  inconsistent  with  the  existing  system  of  coinage  and 
accounts.  Your  Committee  believe  that  no  unnecessary  delay  should  prev^at  the 
full  introduction  of  the  Decimal  system,  and  they  recommend  that  the  necessary 
preparatory  measures  should  be  entered  on  at  the  Royal  Mint  as  soon  as  possible* 

As  resped^  the  means  to  be  employed  for  preparing  the  public  for  the  introduc- 
tion of  tne  new  system.  Your  Committee  would  refer  to  the  very  valuable  and 
detailed  evidence  on  the  point  given  by  the  Master  of  the  Mint,  the  Astronomer 
Royal,  Professor  De  Morgan,  and  General  Pasley.  Your  Committee  recommend 
that  all  the  silver  coins  hereafter  coined  should  have  their  value  in  mils  marked 
upon  them,  in  order  that  the  public  might,  at  the  earliest  possible  period, 
associate  the  idea  of  that  system  with  their  different  pecuniary  transactions.  They 
further  recommend  that  all  the  copper  coins  that  may  be  issued  under  the  Decimal 
system  should  also  have  their  value  in  mils  similarly  marked  upon  them.  They 
think  that  it  would  tend  to  familiarise  the  public  with  the  new  system  of  account,  if 
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some  of  the  papers  submitted  to  Parliament,  and  most  generally  referred  to,  were 
exhibited  in  the  Decimal  as  well  as  the  ordinary  form. 

Supposing  the  Decimal  system  to  be  introduced  into  this  country,  the  question 
of  its  introduction  into  the  British  Colonies  naturally  presents  itself.  That  no 
indisposition  is  felt  on  the  part  of  the  Colonial  Legislatures  to  entertain  the 
question,  may  be  inferred  by  the  fact,  that  the  Legislature  of  Canada  has  just 
established  a  Decimal  currency  in  that  country. 

The  attention  of  Your  Committee  has  been  incidentally  directed  in  the  course 
of  their  inquiries  to  the  advantage  of  applying  the  Decimal  system  to  weights 
and  measures  as  well  as  to  coinage.  This  being  a  question  not  embracea  in 
their  Order  of  Reference,  Your  Committee  do  not  feel  themselves  in  a  position 
to  do  more  than  express  their  sense  of  the  importance  of  further  inquiry  into 
that  interesting  subject. 

In  conclusion.  Your  Committee,  having  well  weighed  the  comparative  merits 
of  the  existing  system  of  coinage  and  the  Decimal  system,  and  the  obstacles  which 
must  necessarily  be  met  with  in  passing  from  one  to  the  other,  desire  to  repeat 
their  decided  opinion  of  the  superior  advantages  of  the  Decimal  system,  and  to 
record  their  conviction  tliat  the  obstacles  referred  to  are  not  of  such  a  nature  as  to 
create  any  doubt  of  the  expediency  of  introducing  that  system,  so  soon  as  the 
requisite  preparation  shall  have  been  made  for  the  purpose  by  means  of  cautious, 
but  decisive  action  on  the  part  of  the  Government. 

Your  Committee  consider  the  present  moment  especially  adapted  for  intro* 
ducing  the  Decimal  system,  in  conseauence  of  the  prosperous  state  of  the  whole 
community,  including  those  classes  which  would  be  more  immediately  affected  by 
the  change,  and  they  feel  the  importance  of  not  allowing  such  an  opportunity  to 
be  lost. 

They  believe  that  the  necessary  inconvenience  attending  a  transition  state  will 
be  far  more  than  compensated  by  the  great  and  permanent  benefits  which  the 
change  will  confer  upon  the  public  of  this  countrv,  and  of  which  the  advaatage^ 
will  be  participated  in  to  a  still  greater  extent  by  mture  generation^* 


1  August  1853. 
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PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  COMMITTEE. 


Jwisy  2V  die  ApriliSy  1853. 


MBMBSRS  PRBSBUT: 


Mr.  Hamilton. 
Mr.  W.  Brown. 
Mr.  Tufiiell. 


Lord  Stanley. 

Sir  William  Jolliffe. 

Mr.  Ball. 


Mr.  TuFKBLL  called  to  the  Chair. 
The  Committee  deliberated  as  to  their  course  of  proceedings. 


[Adjourned. 


-Jfart**,  3"  die  Mm,  1853. 


MEMBERS   present: 

Mr.  TuFNELL  in  the  Chair. 


Lord  Stanley. 
M  r.  Cardwell. 
Mr.  J.  B.  Smith. 
Mr.  Moody. 
Sir  W.  Clay. 
Mr.  W.  Brown. 

Mr.  Thomion  Hahkey,  jun.,  examined. 


Mr.  Ball. 
Mr^  Dunlop. 
Marquis  of  Chandos. 
Viscount  Goderich. 
Mr.  Kinnaird. 


[Adjourned  to  Thurday  next,  at  One. 


JoviSj  5**  die  Maiij  1853. 


MEMBERS   present: 

Mr.  TuFNBLL  in  the  Chair. 


Mr.  W.  Brown. 
Marquis  of  Chandos. 
Mr.  Ball. 
Mr.  Kinnaird. 


Mr.  Laurie  and  Sir  Charles  Pasley  examined. 


Mr.  J.  B.  Smith. 
Viscount  Goderich. 
Mr.  G.  A.  Hamilton, 
Sir.  W.  Clay. 


[Adjourned  to  Tuesday  next,  at  One. 
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Martisj  10"  die  Man,  1853. 


Mr.  W.  Brown. 
Lord  Stanley. 
Mr.  Hamilton. 
Mr.  J.  B.  Smith. 
Lord  Goderich. 

Professor  Airy  examined. 


MEMBERS    present: 

Mr.  TuPNBLL  in  the  Chair. 


Mr.  Bell. 
Mr.  Cardwell. 
Mr.  Kinnaird. 
Sir  W.  Clay. 
Mr.  Moody. 


[Adjourned  to  Tuesday,  24th  May,  at  One  o'clock. 


JoviSy  26**  die  Maii,  1853. 


members  present  : 
Mr.  TuFNELL  in  the  Chair. 


Mr.  J.  B.  Smith. 
Mr.  W.  Brown. 
Lord  Stanley. 
Mr.  Ball. 


Mr.  Kinnaird. 
Mr.  Hamilton. 
Mr.  Dunlop. 
Sir  W.  Clay. 


Professor  Airy  and  Sir  John  Herschel  examined. 

[Adjourned  till  Tuesday,  at  One  o'clock; 


Martis,  31^  die  Maii,  1853. 


MEMBERS    present: 

Mr.  W.  Brown  in  the  Chair. 

Mr.  J.  B.  Smith.  Mr.  Hamilton. 

Lord  Stanley.  Sir  W.  Clay. 

Mr.  Kinnaird.  Mr.  Moody. 
Mr.  Dunlop. 

General  Pasky  further  examined. 

Professor  De  Morgan  and  Mr.  Headlam,  m.  p.,  examined. 

[Adjourned  to  Thursday,  at  One  o^cIock. 


Martis,  T  die  Juniij  1853. 

members  present: 
Mr.  W.  Brown  in  the  Chair. 


Mr.  Moody. 
Mr.  Kinnaird. 
Mr.  J.  B.  Smith. 


Mr.  Dunlop. 
Sir  W.  Clay. 
Mr.  Ball. 


Mr.  Frederick  Sirugnell,  Mr.  R.  C.  L.  Bevan,  Mr.  Samuel  Lindsey,  Mr.  Charles  Meeking, 
and  Mr.  George  Arbuthnot,  examined. 

[Adjourned  till  Thursday,  at  One  o'clock. 
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Jovis,  9""  die  Juniiy  1853. 


MEMBERS   present: 


Mr.  W,  Brown  in  the  Chair. 


Mr.  Kinnaird. 
Mr.  Moody. 
Mr.  J.  B.  Smith. 


Lord  Godench. 
Mr.  BalL 


The  Duke  of  LettuteTf  Mr.  James  Laurie,  Mr.   William  MUler^  Mr.  Henry  Taylor, 
and  Mr.  William  Brown,  m.  p.,  examined. 

[Adjourned  till  Tuesday^  at  One. 


Martis,  14^  die  Junii,  1853.    * 


MEMBERS   present: 

Mr.  W.  Brown  in  the  Chair. 


Mr.  Kinnurd. 
Sir  W.Clay. 
Mr.  Dunlop. 


Mr.  Hamilton. 
SirW.JolIiffe. 
Mr.  J.  B.  Smith. 


Mr.  Rowland  Hill,  Mr.  William  Miller,  Mr.   Fronds  Bennoch,  and  Mr.  John  Bacon 
Beard,  examined. 

[Adjourned  to  One  o'clock  on  Thursday. 


Jovis,  Iff*  die  Junii,  1853. 


MEMBERS   PRESBMT: 

Mr.  W.  Brown  in  the  Chair. 


Mr.  J.  B.Smith. 
Mr.  Kinnaird. 
Lord  Groderich. 


Mr.  Dunlop. 
Sir  W.  Clay. 


Mr.  Thomas  Bazley,  Mr.  Kenneth  Dowie,  Mr.  Henry  Kirkham,  Mr.  Charles  Hatton 
Chegory,  and  Mr.  Jiuiob  A.  Fremhlin,  examined. 

[Adjourned. 


Jovis,  30^  die  Jurm,  1853. 


MEMBERS   present: 

Mr.  W.  Brown  in  the  Chair. 


Mr.  Card  well. 
Sir  W.  Clay. 
Mr.  Ban. 

Mr.  George  Arbuthnoi  further  examined. 


Mr.  J.  B.  Smilh. 
Mr.  Dunlop. 
Lord  Stanley. 


[Adjourned. 
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Martis,  12^  die  JuUi,  1853. 


MEMBERS  PRESENT  : 

Mr.  Brown  in  the  Chair. 


Mr.  Dunlop. 
Mr.  Moody. 
Mr.  J.  B.  Smith. 
Sir  Waiiam  Clay. 

Dr.  John  Botcring  examioed. 


Mr.  Kinnaird. 
Mr.  Hamilton. 
Lord  Stanley. 


[Adjourned. 


MartiSy  19**  die  Julii,  1853. 


Lord  Stanley. 
Mr,  Cardwell. 
Mr.  Ball. 


MEMBERS  present: 


Mr.  W.  Brown  in  the  Chair. 


Mr.  Kinnaird. 
Mr,  Moody. 
Sir  W.  Jolliffe. 


The  Committee  deliberated  as  to  their  Report 

[Adjourned  till  Wednesday  next,  at  One  o'clock. 


MercurU,  27*"  die  Julii,  1853. 


MEMBERS  present: 

Mr.  W.  Brown  in  the  Chair. 


Lord  Goderich. 
Mr.  Ball. 
Mr.  J.  B.  Smith. 
Sir  W.  Clay. 

The  Committee  agreed  to  their  Report. 
Ordered  to  Report 


Mr.  Kinnaird. 
Mr.  Cardwell. 
Lord  Stanley. 
Mr.  Dunlop. 
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LIST  OF  WITNESSES. 


MartiSy  $""  die  Mail,  1853. 

Thomson  Hankey,  jun.,  Esq. -p.      1 

Jovis,  5^  die  Maii,  1853. 

James  Laurie,  Esq.        .         -         --         -         -         -         -  -p.     14 

Lieutenant-General  Sir  Charles  William  Pasley,  K.c.B.     -        -  -    p.    21 

Martis,  lo**  die  Maiiy  1853. 

Professor  George  Biddell  Airy       -        -        -        -        -        -  -p.    27 

Jovisy  2&'  die  Maii^  1853. 

Professor  George  Biddell  Airy        -         -        -        -        -        -  -p.    44 

Sir  John  Herschel        -        -         -         -         -        -        -         -  -     p.    45 

MartiSy  ^V  die  Maii^  1853. 
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MINUTES    OF    EVIDENCE. 


MartiSj  3'  die  Maii^  1863. 


MEMBERS    PRE8ENT. 


Mr.  Tufiiell. 
Mr.  WilliaiD  Brown. 
Mr.  Cardwell. 
Mr.  John  Ball. 
Lord  Stanley. 
Mr.  Mooily. 


Mr.  John  Benjamin  Smith. 
Sir  William  Clay. 
Marquis  of  Chandos. 
Mr.  Kinnaird. 
Viscount  Ooderich. 
Mr.  Dunlop. 


The  Right  Hon.  H.  TUFNELL,  in  the  Chair. 


Thomson  Hankejf^  Jun.,  Esq.,  called  in ;  and  Examined. 

1.  ChairtnanJ]  I  believe  you  lately  held  the  office  of  Governor  of  the  Bank    y.  Hankey^  Jan., 
of  England  ?— I  did.  Esq. 

2.  While  holding  that  office,  did  you  direct  your  attention  to  the  subject  of      ' 

an  alteration  in  the  present  system  of  monetary  calculation  in  this  country  ? —      3  May  1853. 
Yes,  I  did. 

3.  Can  you  state  to  the  Committee  what  you  consider  to  be  the  inconve- 
nience of  the  present  system  ? — During  the  time  I  held  the  office  of  Governor 
of  the  Bank  of  England  my  attention  was  particularly  called  to  the  subject,  in 
consequence  of  what  appeared  to  me  to  be  the  extremely  complicated  system 
of  keeping  accounts  with  respect  to  all  transactions  in  the  purchase  or  sale  of 
bullion  at  the  Bank  of  England.  I  found,  on  examining  into  the  system 
or  mode  of  keeping  such  accounts,  or  of  making  such  calculations,  that  there 
were  three  elements  which  entered  into  the  consideration ;  the  first  was  the 
weight,  which  was  calculated  into  troy  pounds  and  ounces,  of  which  there 
were  12  to  the  pound,  pennyweights,  of  which  there  are  20  to  the  ounce,  and 
grains,  of  which  there  are  24  to  the  pennyweight.  The  second  element  was 
the  quality  of  the  gold,  which  was  subdivided  by  carats,  a  carat  meaning  the 
24th  part  of  any  quality  of  gold;  the  carat  was  again  subdivided  into  eight. 
The  third  element  was  pounds,  shillings,  pence,  and  farthings.  A  more  com- 
plicated system,  and  one  more  fraught  with  incidents  to  error,  can  hardly  be 
conceived ;  it  requires,  in  fact,  an  extremely  expert  calculator  to  make  even 
any  ordinary  calculations  of  the  kind ;  so  much  so,  that  I  do  not  believe  that 
any  merchants  or  ordinary  dealers  ever  make  the  calculations  themselves ;  they 
employ  brokers  who  transact  the  business  for  them,  and  these  brokers  use  a 
voluminous  series  of  tables  by  which  they  arrive  at  the  results  of  the  calcu- 
lations. This  appeared  to  me  to  be  so  extremely  inconvenient  a  system,  and 
so  extremely  difficult  for  myself  to  learn,  that  1  was  anxious  to  see  whether  I 
could  not,  for  my  own  private  purposes,  make  calculations  by  a  system  of 
decimal  tables,  and  1  found  that  by  so  using  the  decimal  ounce,  and  discarding 
altogether  the  pound  troy,  a  very  much  more  simple  mode  of  calculation  could 
be  arrived  at ;  and  it  was  after  much  consideration  on  the  subject  that  the  Bank 
of  England  determined  to  take  advantage  of  the  anomalous  state  of  the  law 
respecting  the  pound  troy  and  respecting  troy  weights  generally  (which  I  will 
refer  to  hereafter),  to  discard  altogether  the  use,  from  all  their  calculations,  of 
the  pound  troy.    They  discarded  it  out  of  the  Bank  altogether ;  they  made  use 
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r  Mankcy,  Jun.,   of  the  ounce  troy,  multiplying  larger  quantities  by  the  multiples  of  the  ounce, 
*^»q«  and  a  smaller  quantity  by  a  decimal  subdivision  of  the  ounce ;  and  on  that  prin- 

ciple  a  set  of  tables  was  framed,  of  which  I  have  put  a  copy  into  the  hands  of  the 

Z  May  1853.  Chairman,  and  which  have  been  in  use.  Though  I  beUeve  in  the  first  instance 
some  little  prejudices  existed  on  the  subject,  yet  those  who  were  interested  in 
such  calculations  found  that  they  were  much  more  simple  than  any  they  had 
hitherto  used,  and  within  almost  a  few  months  they  came  into  such  general  use 
that  I  believe  all  dealers  in  bullion  in  London  have  adopted  that  system.  I 
should  mention  that  dealers  in  bullion  are  a  peculiar  class,  confined  to  a  small 
number  of  merchants  in  London  and  their  clerks,  and  are  of  a  very  intelligent 
character ;  and  therefore  the  difficulty  of  persuading  them  to  adopt  a  system 
which  seemed  so  evidently  calculated  to  save  trouble,  and  is  an  improvement 
on  the  former  system,  was  not  very  great.  I  think  it  has  now  been  adopted 
generally,  and  that  nobody  would  think  of  proposing  any  return  to  the  former 
system. 

4.  Are  the  Committee  to  understand  you  to  say,  that  there  is  a  Bill  now 
before  the  House  of  Commons  to  legalise  this  ? — I  will  allude  to  that  in  a 
moment.  Having  removed,  therefore,  one  of  those  conflicting  elements  out  of 
the  way,  the  calculations  now  really  only  have  reference  to  the  fineness  of 
quality,  and  to  the  pounds,  shilhngs,  and  pence.  If  we  could  simplify  that  cal- 
culation by  adopting  decimal  coinage  with  regard  to  pounds,  shillings,  and 
pence,  I  have  no  doubt  that  all  calculations  in  bullion,  which  called  my  parti- 
cular attention  to  the  subject,  would  be  again  extremely  simplified.  It  was 
with  that  view  that  I  first  paid  attention  to  the  subject,  and  I  have  arrived  at 
the  conclusion  that  all  calculations  regarding  bullion  transactions  would  be 
extremely  simplified  by  an  adoption  of  a  decimal  system  of  coinage.  With 
respect  to  the  weights,  the  reason  why  Parliament  was  appealed  to  for  a  Bill, 
was  merely  on  account  of  the  anomalous  state  of  the  law,  which  consisted  of  a 
series  of  old  laws  upon  the  subject,  requiring  that  every  wdght  used  within  the 
walls  of  the  city  of  London  (1  am  not  certain  whether  it  extended  to  other 
parts)  should  be  stamped  by  some  one  of  the  city  companies  as  well  as  by  the 
corporation  of  the  city  of  London.  Having  adopted  this  system,  we  applied  to 
have  our  ounce  troy  stamped,  and  it  was  in  consequence  of  that  application  we 
found  that  we  were,  after  having  adopted  this  system,  using  illegal  weights. 
Our  solicitor's  opinion,  in  the  first  instance,  was  that  we  might  safely  and  pro- 
perly use  them  ;  that  there  was  nothing  in  the  existing  Acts  that  prevented  the 
use  of  the  decimal  division ;  it  turning,  I  believe,  upon  the  word  "  aliquot"  part, 
whether  a  decimal  was  an  aliquot  part  of  an  ounce.  I  am  perhaps  speaking 
without  due  consideration,  because  I  am  not  certain  whether  that  was  the 
point ;  but  he  was  of  opinion  that  it  was  not  prudent  for  us  to  continue  to  use 
them  without  an  Act  of  Parliament,  and  the  City  authorities  suspended  any 
proceedings,  on  the  engagement  which  I  entered  into  that  an  application 
should  immediately  be  made  to  legalise  the  use  of  the  new  weights.  This  has 
been  done,  certainly  not  under  the  idea  that  we  were  doing  an  illegal  act,  but 
under  the  impression  that  we  were  authorised  to  do  it,  but  that  the  existing 
laws  were  at  variance  with  what  had  been  supposed  to  exist. 

5.  How  long  has  the  system  to  which  you  allude  been  in  force  at  the  Bank  ? 
— I  should  think  about  eight  or  nine  months. 

G.  Lord  Stanley,]  Have  you  any  means  of  ascertaining  the  actual  amount  of 
labour  saved  by  this  new  system  ?-  I  have  no  means  of  ascertaining  this  ;  the 
work  is  almost  entirely  clerical,  and  it  would  be  extremely  difficult  to  ascertain 
that.  It  is  at  present  merely  the  difference  of  the  saving  of  labour  from  very 
much  more  voluminous  references  to  much  more  simple  books  for  calculations. 

7.  Mr.  li'.  Brown.]  Would  not  the  adoption  of  the  decimal  system,  instead 
of  the  present  system,  have  the  same  effect  upon  those  particular  trans- 
actions as  that  which  is  produced  on  laboiu*  by  the  introduction  of  machinery, 
which  everybody  knows  saves  a  good  deal  of  labour,  although  you  cannot 
define  the  quantity  of  labour  saved? — It  undoubtedly  saves  labour. 

8.  And  attains  greater  accuracy  ? — And  it  attains  greater  accuracy.  I  should 
say  that  there  is  in  all  the  calculations  a  great  saving  of  figures  ;  but  there  is 
also  a  saving  in  the  mere  recording  of  the  weight  of  bullion.  In  recording 
100  bars  of  gold,  there  would  be  a  saving  of  more  than  40  figures;  and  the 
weight  would  be  recorded  to  the  minuteness  of  something  less  than  half  a  grain, 
whilst,  by  the  old  mode,  it  could  only  be  recorded  by  the  grain. 
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9.  The  saving  of  calculation  applies  only  to  decimal  weights  ? — That  is  alK       t.  Hankey,  Jun., 

10.  If  the  decimal  coinage  were  adopted,  there  would  be  a  still  further            Efi^ 
saving  in  the  calculations  ? — No  doubt  of  it.  

1 1.  Sir  W.  ClajfJ]  Are  you  aware  of  the  relation  of  the  weight  between  troy       3  May  1853 
and  avoirdupois  ? — The  grain  is  equally  the  unit  for  the  troy  weight  and  the 
avoirdupois ;  the  difference  being,  that  the  avoirdupois  pound  is  7^000  grains, 

and  the  troy  pound  is  5,760. 

1 2.  You  are  quite  sure  that  the  unit  grain  is  precisely  the  same  ?— The  grain 
is  the  unit  of  weight  in  both ;  it  is  identical. 

13.  Do  you  see  any  reason  for  keeping  up  the  difference  in  the  two  kinds  of 
weights,  the  avoirdupois  and  the  troy  ? — None  whatever. 

14.  Would  it  not  be  a  material  advantage  if  there  were  but  one  system  ? — 
I  think  it  would. 

i.>.  Viscount  Goderich.l  Vou  in  no  way  employ  avoirdupois  weight  in  weigh- 
ing bullion?— We  never  employ  avoirdupois  weight  at  the  Bank  of  England, 
excepting  for  goods  bought,  paper,  and  things  of  that  kind. 

16.  JUr- JBa//.]  You  said  that  bullion  dealers  are  a  small  body,  which  is  the 
fact ;  did  you  suggest  to  the  m  the  employment  of  this  system,  or  was  there 
a  great  amount  of  prejudice  in  their  minds  at  first  ?— I  think  before  the  Bank 
determined  to  adopt  it,  I  had  a  consultation  with  all  the  principal  bullion 
dealers,  and  inquired  whether  there  would  be  any  practical  objection,  or 
whether  they  would  object  to  fall  into  the  system  if  we  adopted  it,  and  I  found 
none. 

17.  Your  purchase  of  bullion  is  in  ounces? — Yes. 

J  8.  What  is  the  decimal  to  the  1,000th  part  of  an  ounce  ? — I  think  we  go 
much  below  that;  the  ordinary  calculations  are  made  to  the  i, 000th  part  of  an 
ounce. 

19.  You  have,  I  suppose,  a  calculation,  as  to  what  the  l^OOOth  part  is,  in  re- 
lalion  to  the  existing  weights  r — We  have,  but  we  do  not  know  at  present  any 
existing  weight  except  the  decimal. 

20.  Since  you  have  adopted  it? — Since  we  adopted  it.  Our  first  necessary 
duty  was,  to  turn  all  our  existing  gold  into  this  weight  in  decimal  calculations, 
so  that  in  dealing  with  it  hereafter,  we  should  have  no  difficulty  in  making  the 
calculations. 

2 1 .  Mr.  Brown.']  As  you  stated  that  you  thought  it  would  be  an  advantage 
to  abandon  either  the  pound  troy  or  the  pound  avoirdupois,  would  there  not 
be  much  less  difficulty  in  abandoning  the  troy  weight,  rather  than  the  avoir- 
dupois weight,  inasmuch  as  gold  and  silver  and  precious  stones  are  sold  by 
the  ounce  troy,  and  the  class  of  persons  dealing  in  them  are  much  more 
intelligent  than  the  mass  of  the  country ;  and  you  could  more  easily  assimilate 
the  pound  troy  to  the  pound  avoirdupois  than  the  reverse  ?— No  doubt,  if  a 
change  were  made,  it  would  be  desirable  to  keep  the  pound  avoirdupois,  and 
net  to  have  any  reference  to  troy  weight. 

2'2.  Chairman.']  You  would  not  keep  up  the  16  ounces? — That,  perhaps,  is 
another  question  ;  if  a  decimal  system  were  adopted,  there  would  be  no  such 
thing  as  16  ounces. 

23.  Sir  W.  Clay.]  Is  it  not  a  fact,  that  both  these  systems,  avoirdupois  and 
troy  weight,  are  purely  artificial,  and  not  founded  upon  any  scientific  prin- 
ciple, or  upon  any  rule  of  convenience  ? — I  think  you  will  find  it  has  reference 
to  the  weight  of  water;  1  think  you  will  find  in  the  Report  of  the  Koyal 
Commissioners  on  Weights  and  Measures,  that  it  has  been  so  ;  but  that  is  a 
question  which  any  gentleman  of  science  will  be  better  able  to  answer. 

24.  Sir  W.  Clay.]  It  was  not,  I  think,  that  the  pound  avoirdupois  was  altered, 
but  that  it  referred  to  an  alteration  of  measures ;  and  as  to  the  definition  of 
the  imperial  gallon,  was  the  avoirdupois  altered  at  that  time  by  statute  ? — I  am 
not  aware  that  any  alteration  has  been  made  in  weights,  but  I  think  the  Com- 
mission recommended  that  in  any  change,  the  pound  avoirdupois  should  be 
kept,  and  that  alone  made  the  standard. 

25.  What  relation  has  the  1,000th  part  of  an  ounce  troy  to  the  existing  grain, 
which  is  the  unit  of  both  avoirdupois  and  troy  weights  r — I  am  not  able  to 
answer  that  question  without  referring  to  a  table,  but  the  table  will  show  in  a 
moment  what  the  decimal  part  is. 

26.  Chairman^  You  have  mentioned  to  the  Committee  the  change  that  has 
been  made  in  respect  to  the  purchase  of  bullion  at  the  Bank  ;  have  you  further 
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\  llankey,  Jun.,   considered  the  nature  of  the  change,  in  our  monetary  system,  that  you  think 
^^^'  preferable,  as  regards  the  interests  of  the  country  at  large  ?— So  far  as  I  have 

^  ^  ~  been  able  to  give  the  subject  consideration,  it  appears  1o  me  that  the  advantages 
»>  53«  jq  ^^  country  at  large  would  be  indisputably  great,  by  the  adoption  of  a  general 
system  both  of  weights  and  measures  and  of  coinage.  But  confining  myself 
especially  to  the  coinage  now,  I  think  it  would  lead  to  an  improvement  in  an 
educational  point  of  view  in  the  people  at  large  throughout  the  country,  who 
now  have  verv  little  knowledge  of  the  science,  if  I  may  use  the  word,  of 
arithmetic.  Ihey  make  their  calculations  by  a  variety  of,  perhaps  I  might  say, 
ingenious  inventions,  which  probably  enable  them  to  arrive  at  their  conclusions. 
But  there  are  few  of  them  who  have  really  any  knowledge  of  arithmetic.  In 
fact,  with  our  extremely  complicated  system,  the  sub-divisions  of  every  weight 
and  measure,  and  the  pound  which  must  enter  into  almost  every  calculation  of 
everything  that  is  bought  and  sold,  there  must  be  another  system  in  operation 
at  the  same  time ;  one  element  being  the  division  of  pounds,  shillings  and 
pence,  and  the  other  complicated  systems  of  endless  sub-divisions  of  weights 
and  measures.  If  one  element  were  removed,  it  appears  to  me  it  would  be 
indisputablva  great  advantage  to  the  people,  and  it  would  lead  them  to  understand 
a  system  which  evidently  might  be  assimilated  both  in  weights  and  measures,  and 
in  money;  so  that  one  general  system  or  one  general  principle  of  arithmetic  might 
come  into  use,  and  if  that  were  the  case  every  child  almost  would  learn  in  its  infancy 
the  mode  of  making  calculations,  and  they  would  understand  a  system  which  would 
enable  them  throughout  life  to  carry  out  those  calciilations  in  the  purchase  and 
sale  of  every  article  vnth  which  they  would  have  to  deal.  To  the  tradesman,  it 
appears  to  me,  it  would  be  a  great  advantage ;  to  the  poorer  classes  I  think 
no  less,  for  they  would  then  understand  that  of  which  they  now  must  be  per- 
fectly ignorant ;  viz.,  the  system  ifa  which  accounts  can  be,  or  ought  to  be, 
kept  in  a  simple  manner.  It  appears  to  me,  therefore,  that  in  a  national  point 
of  view,  it  is  a  great  object  for  the  Government  to  take  some  step  which  will 
induce  the  people  to  learn  a  system  of  decimal  calculations,  which  will  evidently 
facilitate  all  their  transactions. 

27.  Does  the  present  system  lead  to  great  errors  occasionally  in  casting  up? 
— I  should  think  it  must  lead  to  many  errors.  I  think  there  can  be  but  very^ 
few,  if  any,  of  us  who,  having  any  sums,  even  in  common  addition  or  multipU- 
cation,  would  not  find  ourselves  constantly  making  errors,  which  I  think  we 
should  very  much  avoid  if  we  adopted  a  system  of  decimal  figures. 

28.  And  also  a  great  saving  of  labour? — I  think  there  would  be  a  great 
saving  of  labour. 

29.  If  a  change  to  the  decimal  system  were  adopted,  what  coins  would,  in 
your  opinion,  be  the  best  suited  to  the  wants  of  the  general  trading  of  the 
country } — That  I  have  put  down  upon  paper,  thinking  the  question  might  be 
asked  me  by  the  Committee,  and  if  you  wiU  allow  me  I  will  read  it.  Assuming 
that  the  gold  coinage  of  a  sovereign  remains  imdisturbed,  I  would  make  the 
calculations  so  that  the  sovereign  should  be  divided  into  a  thousand  parts, 
those  thousand  parts  being  called  mils  or  cents  (to  which  1  will  allude  in  a 
moment,  and  my  reasons  for  the  two),  or  farthings ;  but  I  think  it  more 
desirable  to  give  it  an  entirely  new  name.  I  would  then  take  the  half-sovereign, 
to  consist  of  500  mils ;  and  those  are  the  only  two  coins  I  should  adopt.  The 
silver  coin  I  would  have  to  consist  of  the  florin,  which  would  be  100  mils ;  the 
half-florin,  or  shilling,  of  50  mils ;  the  quarter  florin  (which  I  have  called  the 
Victoria,  merely  to  give  it  a  name,  if  it  be  desirable  to  name  it),  of  25  mils ; " 
and  the  doit  or  groat,  of  10  mils.  That  would  give  four  silver  coins.  Then 
the  copper  coins  would  be  a  three-mils  piece,  a  two-mils  piece,  and  a  one-mil- 
piece,  I  think  that  would  enable  every  calculation  and  every  payment  to  be 
made  without  any  difficulty,  and  would  reduce  the  number  of  coins  actually  in 
circulation.  It  appears  to  me  to  be  desirable  to  abolish  at  once,  if  any  change 
is  to  be  made,  the  name  of  the  penny,  and  anything  connected  with  it, 
either  as  a  multiple  or  division  of  a  penny ;  for  if  it  is  kept  on  as  an 
element  in  our  coinage,  I  think  it  is  likely  to  lead  to  considerable  fraud,  ia 
which  the  poor  will  probably  be  the  great  suffierers,  because  it  is  necessary  that 
some  change  should  be  made  in  adapting  the  existing  system  of  the  weights, 
and  measures  to  a  new  system  of  calculating ;  as  almost  all  things  will  be  sold 
v^ith  reference  to  an  existing  coin,  rather  than  with  reference  to  any  coin  of 
previous  existence ;  and  if  the  penny  is  kept  in  use  in  any  way,  I  think  it  will 
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perpetuate  a  system  which  will  complicate  very  much  any  arrangements  between    T.  Htrnkey^  Jun., 
buying  and  selling  of  the  poor,  and  I  think  they  would  probably  be  the  sufferers  Esq. 

by  the  change,  or  at  all  events  the  suffering  would  be  very  much  prolonged  ' 

by  those  who  are  more  wary,  and  who  would  take  advantage  of  the  small  dif-  ^  ^^^^  ^^^^* 
ference  that  would  then  exist  between  the  old  and  new  value  of  the  coinage, 
and  so  take  advantage  of  the  poorer  classes ;  and  it  would  be  longer  before  the 
new  description  of  coin  was  adapted  to  the  existing  system  of  weights  and  mea- 
sures. But  if  an  entire  change  takes  place  in  the  copper,  it  might  perhaps  take 
a  few  years  to  carry  out  such  a  system  effectually  ;  but  in  a  few  years  the  sys- 
tem would  be  understood  by  the  people,  and  prices  would  adjust  themselves 
according  to  the  new  state  of  circumstances.  There  is  one  other  remark  I 
would  make  as  to  the  word  mil,  whether  it  might  not  be  cent.  Referring  only 
to  the  florin  as  a  supposed  unit,  even  though  the  sovereign  were  kept  in  use,  if 
the  florin  eventually  were  to  be  made  the  sole  unit  of  the  sovereign,  to  be  called 
ten  florins,  then,  undoubtedly,  the  subdivision  of  a  cent,  or  hundredth  part  of  a 
florin,  would  be  more  intelligible  and  more  suitable  to  all  the  small  transactions 
of  trade,  because  there  would  be  fewer  decimal  places  required^  and  there  would 
not  be  the  necessity  of  having  a  decimal  place  in  almost  all  statements  made  of 
figures  in  small  transactions  where  they  did  not  amount  to  one-tenth  or  one 
unit  of  a  decimal. 

30.  I  suppose  you  would  recall  the  half-crown  pieces  ? — I  would  recall  all  of 
them. 

31 .  You  stated  that  you  proposed  a  coin  of  10  mils  ? — Of  10  mils. 

32.  Of  what  metal  would  you  suggest  that  should  be  ? — Of  silver ;  I  think  it 
would  be  of  inconvenient  size  if  it  were  of  copper.  I  think  it  is  very  unde- 
sirable to  extend  the  copper  coinage  of  the  country,  and  that  it  is  better  to  have 
it  of  silver  ;  it  would  be  somewhat  smaller  than  the  threepenny-piece,  but  I  do 
not  think  it  would  be  a  coin  of  any  inconvenience,  and  the  risk  of  loss  would 
not  apply  to  it  to  as  great  a  degree  as  it  would  in  a  question  of  gold  coinage, 
where  a  small  coin  of  so  much  value  might  be  considered  a  disadvantage. 

33.  Would  you  keep  the  fourpcnny- piece  in  circulation?— No,  I  would  dis- 
card every  other  silver  coin  but  the  subdivision  of  the  florin,  except  the  doit, 
the  10-mil  piece. 

34.  Do  you  think  there  would  be  any  objection  to  the  4-mil  copper  coin  ? 
— It  appears  to  me  that  every  payment  could  be  made  with  perfect  ease  with- 
out a  4-mil  piece ;  and  it  is  most  desirable,  as  I  am  aware  practically,  to 
those  who  have  money  passing  through  their  hands,  as  I  have  seen  at  the  Bank 
of  England,  to  diminish  the  number  of  coins.  It  is  a  most  expensive  part  of 
the  arrangements  at  the  Bank  of  England  to  sort  the  money ;  the  subdivisions, 
even  at  present,  of  the  3rf.  and  Ad.  cause  a  very  great  depl  of  expense  to  the 
Bank  of  England. 

35.  Do  you  see  any  great  objection  to  the  three  pieces  being  4,  2,  and  1, 
instead  of  3  mils,  2  mils,  and  I  mil?— It  appears  to  me  that  the  payments 
would  be  more  easily  made  by  2,  3,  and  1,  than  by  4,  2,  and  1.  I  have 
taken  the  various  payments  under  10,  and  I  think  they  could  be  made  more 
simply  by  3,  2,  and  1,  than  by  4,  2,  and  1. 

36.  The  4  mils  would  approximate  very  nearly  to  the  penny  ? — Yes,  it  has 
that  merit,  certainly ;  but  two  2-mil  pieces,  or  a  three  and  a  one,  would 
perform  the  same  functions,  and  two  2 •mils,  which  would  be  equal  very 
nearly   to    IJrf.,  would  cover  the   debts  covered  by  four  1-mil  pieces  quite 

■  as  easily  as  one  piece  of  4  mils.  I  think  even  now  a  penny  is  rather  a  large 
and  inconvenient  coin  to  carry  about ;  I  would  rather  make  it  smaller  than 
attempt  to  continue  so  large  even  a  copper  coinage. 

37.  Would  there  not  be  some  difliculty  at  first  with  respect  to  payments 
fixed  by  Parliament :  for  instance,  the  penny-postage  stamp,  and  the  tolls  of 
a  penny  ? — I  do  not  see  anything  which  would  diminish  a  difliculty  of  that 
kind  by  having  a  4-mil  piece,  instead  of  using  two  2  mils.  It  would  equally 
be  called  4  mils,  whether  one  piece  or  two  were  used  for  the  payment ;  and 
a  penny  is  a  payment  equally  made  with  two  halfpence. 

38.  Is  it  not  more  convenient  to  have  the  transaction  in  one  coin  than 
in  two? — There  may  be  some  transactions  in  which  it  might  be  more  con- 
venient. 

39.  Marquis  of  Chandos.]  Would  not  the  4-mil  piece  make  the  different 
payments   under  10  with  fewer  coins   than  the    3.mil  piece;    for  instance, 
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llJSfci^  Jon.,    eight ;  if  you  had  to  pay  eight  mils,  it  would  require  two  pieces  of  the  3-milft, 
7^'  and  a  2-mil  piece?— I  think  a  payment  of  eight  mils  is  more  likely  to  be 

^     ^         made  by  giving  10  mils,  and  taking  two  back. 
3  M»>  iSjs*  4.^.  ifr,  J  £^  Smith.]  1  understand  you  to  divide  the  florin  into  a  hundred 

parts  ? — ^In  the  scale  I  made,  I  divided  it  into  a  hundred  parts. 

41.  Which  you  call  mils  ?— Which  I  call  mils,  they  referring  rather  to  the 
sovereign  than  to  the  florin. 

42.  If  you  took  the  florin  as  your  unit,  would  it  not  be  necessary  to  keep  the 
accounts  in  florins  and  cents  ?-*I  do  not  see  any  necessity  for  keeping  them 
in  cents. 

43.  Do  you  think  it  desirable  to  make  coin  of  any  lower  denomination  than 
a  1-mil,  which  1  think  is  about  a  farthing  ?-— -I  think  it  very  undesirable. 

44.  Are  not  many  commodities  sold  at  fractions  of  a  farthing  ? — I  am  not 
aware  of  nny  ;  but  I  am  not  conversant  with  the  mode  of  transactions  among 
very  small  retail  dealers. 

45.  If  it  were  the  custom  in  lai^  commodities  to  sell  them  at  hsM  a 
farthing  per  pound,  would  it  not  be  a  convenience  to  have  a  decimal  that 
Would  meet  that  calculatton  r-^I  think  it  very  undesirable  to  have  a  smaller 
ccdn  in  existtsnce  than  a  farthing. 

46.  You  are  aivare  that  the  French  divide  their  franc  into  a  hundred  parts  r 
—Yes. 

47.  You  propose  that  we  should  divide  the  shilling  into  50  parts? — Yes. 

48.  You  think  tliat  would  be  preferable  to  dividing  it  into  a  hundred  parts  ? 
—  I  think  it  would*  I  believe  there  is  no  such  coin  in  existence  as  a  cent. 
I  believe  the  smallest  coin  in  existence  in  France  is  the  five-centimes  piece ; 
certainly  the  smallest  in  common  use. 

49.  I  am  not  speaking  so  much  as  to  the  circulation  of  the  coins,  as  to  the 
facility  it  would  afford  in  calculating  all  those  commodities  which  are  sold  for 
fractional  parts  of  a  farthing  ?-^If  a  decimal  system  were  introduced,  calcula*^ 
tions  could  be  made  into  an  infinitesimal  part,  if  it  were  eo  desired. 

.50.  Are  you  aware  that  the  large  article  of  cotton,  of  which  upwards  of  two 
mUlions  of  bales  are  sold  per  annum,  is  sold  at  so  many  pence  and  one-eighth 
per  pound  r — ^I  am  aware  of  it. 

51.  Do  you  think  it  would  facilitate  the  calculation,  if  decimal  accounts 
were  kept  in  such  a  way  as  to  make  one  hundred  parts  in  a  shilling  ? — I  think 
in  all  large  transactions,  where  it  is  necessary  to  subdivide  on  account  of  the 
«mall  weight  which  attaches  to  a  certain  price,  such  as  cotton  being  sold  by  the 
pound,  that  the  calculations  would  be  greatly  facilitated  by  using  a  decimal 
system,  which  could  be  subdivided  almost  ad  infinitum^  if  it  were  considered 
desirable  for  trade.  I  have  never  had  any  dealings  in  a  commodity  of  that 
kind,  and  therefore  I  am  not  able  to  speak  practically  with  any  degree  of 
accuracy. 

52.  The  transactions  of  Lancashire,  both  in  manufactured  goods  and  also 
in  cotton,  are  carried  on  in  fractional  parts  of  a  penny ;  are  you  of  opinion  that  if 
it  were  possible  to  adopt  a  system  of  accounts  to  meet  that,  it  would  facilitate 
the  calculation  ? — No  doubt  of  it. 

53.  Supposing,  instead  of  adopting  the  sovereign  as  your  unit,  you  were  to 
adopt  the  half-sovereign  for  your  unit,  and  call  that  a  pound,  would  not  that 
plan  admit  of  dividing  the  pound  into  a  thousand  parts  or  mils?— That  might 
assist  in  that  mode  of  making  the  calculation,  but  the  same  end  can  be  arrived 
at  by  continuing  in  the  same  figure. 

54.  Is  it  not  very  desirable  to  have  the  calculation  of  your  decimal  as  simple 
as  possible  ?~  Of  course  it  is ;  the  fewer  the  number  of  figures,  the  simpler 
every  calculation  is. 

55.  Supposing  you  had  a  decimal  system  of  this  kind,  that  there  were  ten 
mils  in  a  penny,  or  whatever  you  choose  to  call  it,  ten  pence  in  a  shilling,  and 
ten  shillings  in  a  pound,  would  not  that  be  a  simple  plan?— Certainly  it  would 
be  a  simpler  plan,  but  it  would  interfere,  as  it  appears  to  me,  with  so  many  of  the 
large  transactions,  for  instance,  the  public  debt  of  this  country  ;  and  there  are 
so  many  things  we  are  accustomed  to  consider  in  the  large  transactions  of 
monetary  affairs,  in  pounds,  shillings,  and  pence  value,  and  the  property  value, 
and  the  land  value,  that  it  would  be  a  subject  of  greater  inconvenience  to  alter 
the  pound  sterling  than  to  carry  on  the  decimal  calculations  one  figure  fiuther  of 
a  decimal. 
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56.  Supposing  you  had  a  debt  owing  to  you  of  200  /.  5  *.,  would  it  very  2-  Htrnketf^  Jw., 
much  interfere  with  the  existing  state  of  things,  if  instead  of  200  /.  5  s.  it  were  ^^ 
called  400  /.  5  s. : — I  think  it  would ;  it  would  alter  so  many  of  the  trans-  — — — 
actions.     It  would  interfere  more  with  the  prejudices  of  people  in  large  trans-  ^  M«J  i*63- 
actions,  which  would  be  more  difficult  to  overcome  than  the  prejudices  of  the 

poorer  classes  with  regard  to  small  transactions. 

57.  There  would  be  no  real  diflference  ? — ^There  would  be  no  real  difference. 
5S.  You  are  aware  we  have  to  encounter  a  great  deal  of  prejudice  in  any  kind 

of  change  that  may  be  adopted  ? — I  am. 

59.  Is  it  not  desirable  when  you  make  a  change,  to  render  that  change  as 
simple  as  possible  ? — Certainly.  No  doubt  the  more  simple  the  change  is,  the 
better  it  is,  and  it  is  with  that  view  I  have  recommended  as  few  coins  as 
possible. 

60.  Sir  W.  Clay.']  Is  it  not  your  opinion,  that  the  mil,  being  near  about 
the  value  of  the  farthing,  is  a  sufficiently  smalt  denomination  of  coin  for  any 
practical  purpose  ? — I  think  so. 

6 1 .  You  think  there  is  no  necessity  for  a  smdler  coin  ?— I  think  not. 

62.  Chairman.]  If  you  did  think  there  was  that  necessity,  would  it  be  more 
convenient,  instead  of  having  a  half-mil  piece,  to  have  a  one-and-a-half  mil 
piece,  or  two-and-a-half  mil  piece  ? — I  think  it  would  be  likely  to  render  the 
system  more  complicated  than  to  have  it  only  one,  two,  and  three,  or  one, 
two,  and  four. 

6^.  Sir  If.  Clay.]  With  reference  to  the  question  just  now  asked  you,  as  to 
calculations  upon  certain  masses  of  goods,  I  believe  they  are  now  made  without 
reference  to  any  existing  tangible  coin ;  for  instance,  when  cotton  is  sold  in 
large  quantities,  at  prices  calculated  by  the  sixteenths  of  a  penny,  those  calcu- 
lations pass  without  reference  to  any  absolutely  existing  coin  r — They  do. 

64.  Alight  they  not  pass  without  reference  to  the  existing  coin,  if  there  were 
no  smaller  denomination  absolutely  existiqg  than  the  mil  of  which  you  speak  ? 
— I  think  so ;  I  believe  that  a  great  many  articles  are  sold  by  much  smaller 
denominations  now,  such  as  pimento,  and,  perhaps,  articles  of  drugs,  and  many 
cheap  articles  which  are  sold  by  the  sixteenth  part  of  a  penny  p^T  pound. 

65.  With  regard  to  calculations  being  in  decimals,  there  will  be  no  inconve- 
niences added  to  what  are  now  felt  from  there  being  no  denomination  of  coin  so 
low  as  is  used  in  the  calculation  ? — I  think  all  calculations  may  be  more  simply 
made  with  decimal  coinage. 

66.  With  no  added  inconvenience  to  what  is  at  present  felt  from  the  want  of 
tangible  coin,  positively  representing  the  coin  used  in  calculation?—  I  think  so. 

67.  Mr.  Brown.]  With  respect  to  the  10-mil  piece,  which  must  be  very  small, 
would  it  not  be  desiral)le  that  there  should  be  a  hole  in  the  centre  to  prevent 
mistakes  being  made  in  the  dark? — I  do  not  think  it  would  lead  to  any 
difficulty  of  that  kind ;  certainly  not  to  so  great  a  one  as  now  exists,  where  we 
have  3  d.,  4  d.,  and  6  d.  pieces. 

6^.  Would  it  not  be  desirable  to  decrease  that  difficulty  that  now  exists  as 
much  as  possible  ? — I  think  the  difference  between  25  and  10  centimes  will  be 
sufficient  to  obviate  the  necessity  of  resorting  to  the  novel  expedient  of  a  ring. 

69.  Lord  Stanley.]  In  reference  to  that  coin,  the  tenth  ^oxt  of  a  florin,  do 
you  see  any  objection  to  what  is  sometimes  proposed,  a  mixed  coin  of  copper 
and  silver  ? —  1  think  it  undesirable  to  have  four  metals  used  for  coinage  in 
England,  at  least  without  some  strong  reason.  ITie  coinage  of  mixed  metals  in 
use,  I  think,  in  the  Swiss  states,  always  appears  to  me  to  approximate  much 
more  to  the  baser  metal  than  the  silver. 

70.  The  proposition  to  which  I  refer  does  not  go  to  the  actual  mixture  of 
metals ;  the  proposition  is,  that  the  coin  shall  be  of  silver  with  a  copper  rim : — 
I  have  not  seen  that.  It  has  always  appeared  to  me  undesirable  to  vary  the  kind 
of  coin  from  the  simplicity  of  silver,  copper,  and  gold. 

71.  Viscount  GorfmcA.]  Would  such  a  coin,  in  your  opinion,  be  liable  to 
break,  and  the  silver  to  separate  from  the  copper  ? — That  is  a  practical  question 
I  am  not  able  to  give  an  opinion  upon. 

72.  Mr.  J.  Ball.]  Do  you  see  any  practical  objection  to  having  a  coin  to 
represent  one-third  part,  although  not  expressed  so  in  figures,  inasmuch  as  it 
answers  the  purposes  in  ordinary  use  of  dividing  the  small  sums  into  three- 
pences ? — I  think  it  would  be  much  better  to  let  those,  or  any  arrangements  in 
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T.  Hanketfy  Jun.,    which  a  Subdivision  of  coins  would  be  necessary,  adjust  themselves  by  receiving 

^-  back  so  much  in  exchange  for  a  larger  coin,  rather  than  multiplying  the  coins. 

""■"•"^        I  beg  leave  to  say  I  attach  great  importance  to  having  as  few  coins  as  possible. 

3  May  1853.      jj  appears  to  me  to  be  very  desirable,  in  the  event  of  a  change  in  the  S}stem9 

to  prevent  a  multiplicity  of  coins. 

73.  Have  you  had  any  practical  experience  in  countries  in  which  there  are 
but  very  few  coins  ? — I  have  not. 

74.  There  is  in  existence  a  coin  that  represents  one-sixth  part  of  a  florin ; 
that  would  answer  the  purpose  of  dividing  all  the  small  sums ;  do  you  recom- 
mend that,  having  that  coin,  we  should  voluntarily  give  it  up ;  I  am  speaking 
of  the  fourpenny  bit,  as  it  is  called  ? — I  have  said  that  I  think  it  is  most  desir- 
able to  abolish  every  reference,  either  by  multiple  or  division,  to  the  existiog 
penny. 

75.  Attending  the  change  of  coinage,  you  cannot  withdraw  the  whole  of  the 
existing  coin,  so  that  it  would  be  necessary  by  Act  of  Parliament  or  by  procla- 
mation to  declare  tliat  some  existing  coins  shall  be  received  as  equivalents  for 
some  others ;  and  a  coin  described  as  one-sixth  part  of  a  florin,  identical  in 
value  to  the  fourpenny  bit,  would  gradually  replace  the  other  ? — With  regard 
to  the  inconvenience  of  having  an  old  coinage  without  a  given  ascertained  value 
in  the  new  coinage,  it  appears  to  me  that  the  expense  to  the  Government  would 
be  so  infinitesimal  of  calling  in  and  recovering  all  the  small  silver  coinage, 
(a  mere  nothing  on  such  a  question  as  this),  that  it  would  be  better  to  withdraw 
from  circulation  all  existing  coins  that  would  militate  against  the  proposed 
change  rather  than  keep  them  in  existence,  giving  them  a  nominal  value.  It 
must  be  borne  in  mind,  after  all,  that  it  will  only  be  a  nominal  value,  the  silver 
coin  being  mere  tokens,  and  not  representing  their  real  value. 

76.  Have  you  considered  the  process  by  which  you  would  substitute  one 
coinage  for  another,  recollecting  that  the  systems  must  for  a  short  time 
co-exist  ? — I  have  not  considered  the  best  mode  of  doing  it,  but  I  should  think 
a  simple  mode  might  be  adopted  by  Government  recalling  all  the  copper  coinage 
and  giving  the  holders  in  exchange  new ;  and  if  a  very  small  difference  in 
favour  of  the  holder  of  the  old  coins  were  given,  it  would  be  done  at  an 
exceedingly  small  expense,  and  it  would  ensure  their  all  coming  in.  In  con- 
sequence of  the  mil  being  four  per  cent,  different  from  the  existing  farthing, 
and  that  being  the  basis  on  which  the  multiple  takes  place  up  to  the  sovereign, 
there  must  be  a  little  difference  in  every  coin. 

77.  Therefore  practically,  in  order  to  introduce  the  new  system,  it  would  be 
necessary  to  declare  that  the  existing  coins  shall  be  received  at  a  slightly 
different  value  from  that  at  which  they  now  pass  r — That  appears  to  me  to  be 
the  most  simple  plan  of  getting  in  the  old  coins. 

78.  Mr.  Brown.l  As  they  were  taken  in,  would  it  not  answer  the  purpose  if 
the  sixpences  were  called  in  and  stamped  with  the  value  in  mils? — I  under- 
stood the  question  lately  put  to  me  to  refer  to  smaller  coins,  not  to  these. 
There  would  be  no  practical  difficulty  as  to  the  shillings  and  sixpences,  because 
they  would  be  represented  by  the  50  mils  and  25  mils.  It  would  be  only 
the  smaller  denomination  that  would  give  rise  to  difficulty. 

79.  Mr.  J.  Ball.']  What  practical  difficulty  is  there  to  silvering  the  copper 
coins  ? — I  have  always  thought  the  coins  1  have  seen  made  of  mixed  metal 
were  subject  to  the  same  inconveniences  as  copper ;  they  get  black,  and  are  not 
so  easily  discernible. 

80.  Mr.  Brown.]  What  amount  of  copper  is  a  legal  tender  ? — I  think  5  s. ; 
1  am  not  quite  sure  of  that. 

81.  Mr.  J.  Ball.]  One  objection  you  made  to  the  multiplication  of  copper 
coins  below  five  mils  in  vsdue  was  as  to  banking  transactions;  in  point  of 
practice,  do  such  small  coins  come  into  the  bankers'  hands  ? — I  think  I  was 
referring  to  the  small  denominations  of  silver  coins ;  the  inconvenience  between 
the  4  rf.  and  6  d.  has  been  found  very  great. 

82.  Because  they  are  so  small  ? — Because  they  are  so  small,  and  so  similar  in 
size. 

83.  You  do  not  apprehend  any  inconvenience  will  arise  either  to  bankers 
F                         or  large  mercantile  houses  from  the  multiplication  of  small  copper  coins,  if  they 

should  be  found  of  convenience  to  the  poorer  classes  ? — I  think  all  bankers 
must  more  or  less  keep  copper,  and  the  more  the  coins  are  subdivided  the 
greater  trouble  would  attend  the   banking  operations.     The  mere   eflfort  of 
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counting  over  gold,  silver,  and  copper  is  very  great,  and  those  who  have  large    T.  Hankey,  Jun^ 
transactions  are  fully  aware  of  what  I  state.  E«q« 

84.  Chairman.]  Your  objection  to  the  fourpenny  piece  is  not  as  being  incon-       " 
venient,  but  because  it  too  much  resembles  the  threepenny  piece  r— That  was       ^  *^*^  *'^ 
my  reason  for  it. 

85.  Sir  fV.  Clay.']  ^oxx  have  already  expressed  an  opinion  as  to  the  expe- 
diency of  calling  in  the  half-crown  pieces  ;  have  you  thought  at  all  whether  it  is 
possible  to  continue  the  crown  pieces  ? — I  believe  that  practically  the  crown 
piece  is  of  very  little  use ;  there  are  very  few  people,  even  rich  people,  who  like 
to  carry  about  a  crown  piece,  and  I  believe  practically  the  poor  never  use  them. 
I  believe  that  at  the  Bank  of  England  the  circulation  of  crown  pieces  is  ex- 
tremely small. 

86.  Your  belief  is,  from  the  information  you  have  at  the  Bank,  that  they  are 
very  little  used  at  the  Bank,  and  are  very  little  applied  for  ?— Very  little 
applied  for. 

87.  Do  you  see  any  objection  to  making  a  gold  piece  of  the  value  of  5  s.  ? — 
I  believe,  so  far  as  the  public  are  concerned  in  the  more  ordinary  transactions 
of  payments,  it  would  be  a  very  great  convenience ;  but  there  are  practical 
inconveniences  which  I  will  state  to  the  Committee,  having  put  them  down 
upon  paper,  in  consequence  of  the  statement  made  by  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury,  Mr.  Wilson,  that  the  reason  against  the  issue  of  quarter-sovereigns 
was  that  there  was  an  American  coin  of  nearly  the  same  size  and  value ;  also, 
that  the  coinage  of  them  would  be  attended  with  four  times  the  expense  of 
the  coinage  of  a  sovereign.  In  addition  to  thofc^e  objections,  there  are  others 
which  he  did  not  state,  or  perhaps  did  not  consider,  of  equal  gravity. 

These  coins  must  circulate  either  for  their  actual  value  as  quarter-sovereigns, 
and  therefore  be  of  a  specific  weight  and  fineness,  or  as  tokens,  as  the  silver 
coins  circulate. 

Supposing  they  were  to  circulate  as  the  sovereigns  do,  they  would  be  very 
expensive  coins,  not  only  in  the  fabrication,  but  to  the  public  in  their  circula- 
tion, inasmuch  as  they  would  require,  from  the  beginning  to  the  end,  exactly 
the  same  treatment,  and  would  go  through  the  same  routine  as  the  sovereign, 
although  only  a  quarter  of  its  value. 

A  sovereign,  at  the  present  time,  passes  out  of  circulation  when  it  has  lost 
one  and  one-half  per  cent,  of  its  value,  or  about  three-quarters  of  a  grain  in 
weight. 

It  may  be  said,  why  not  allow  a  sovereign  to  pass  current  at  a  much  lower 
rate?  Why  not  allow  a  diminution  of  3d.  or  4d.  within  its  circulating 
hmits  ? 

The  answer  is,  that  in  this  case  a  fraudulent  diminution  of  the  coin  would 
be  profitable;  at  present  it  is  not.  A  person,  skilful  enough  to  reduce  the 
weight  of  12  new  sovereigns  to  a  point  just  within  their  current  weight,  without 
defacing  them,  by  which  he  would  gain  about  1  s.,  would  be  able  to  earn,  in 
the  same  time,  almost  double  the  sum,  and  this  without  the  12  sovereigns,  or 
the  delicate  weighing  implements  and  other  tools  required  in  the  fraud. 

The  sovereign  is  the  basis  of  our  money,  and  therefore  the  necessity  of 
keeping  it  up  to  its  weight.  This  is  a  great  practical  difficulty,  even  with  the 
sovereign,  and  is  greater  with  the  half-sovereign,  and  the  cause  of  much  trouble 
and  loss  to  the  actual  traders.  At  present  the  coinage  is  in  a  very  good  state, 
and  sovereigns  are  seldom  weighed  by  shopkeepers  ;  the  risk  of  loss  is  so  small 
that  they  prefer  it  to  that  of  losing  a  customer. 

This  good  state  of  the  gold  coinage,  as  to  weight,  is  to  be  ascribed  to  the 
weeding  it  is  constantly  undergoing  in  its  passage  through  the  Bank  of  England. 
Each  piece  is  there  weighed  singly,  and  the  light  coins  are  cut,  and  returned  to 
the  party  tendering  them,  who  has  to  bear  whatever  they  have  lost  by  abrasion 
during  their  existence  as  coins. 

The  loss  of  the  whole  of  the  gold  coinage  of  this  country  is  about  6,000  /. 
per  annum. 

The  proportion  of  light  coins  in  the  present  gold  circulation  is  about  three- 
and-a-half  per  cent. 

In  light  gold,  the  loss  by  abrasion  is,  for  sovereigns,  about  one-and-a-quarter 
per  cent.,  and  for  half-sovereigns,  about  two  per  cent. 

If  quarter-sovereigns  were  coined,  the  loss  to  the  ultimate  holder  would  be 
near  four  per  cent. ;  or  else  they  would  not  remain  so  long  in  circulation.     In 
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T.  Hankiy^  Jun.,   ^^ch  coia  there  would  only  be  y\^  of  a  grain  for  wear,  and  that  allowance  could 

Isq.  not  safely  be  increased. 

*■  It  is  true  sovereigns  do,  especially  in  country  places,  circulate  for  a  long  time 

*  Wtj  i»5j.      5^ter  they  have  fallen  below  the  current  weight ;  but  it  would  not  be  proper  to 

make  them  a  legal  tender  in  their  reduced  condition,  for  the  reasons  before 

mejationed. 

The  quarter-sovereign,  therefore,  would  not  only  cost  more  than  four  times 
as  much  as  a  sovereign  in  its  fabrication ;  but  the  expense  also  of  its  circulation^ 
and  its  withdrawal  from  circulation,  and  ultimate  loss  to  some  part  of  the  public, 
which  loss  is  not  borne  evenly,  would  be  quadrupled. 

With  regard  to  its  circulating  as  a  token,  there  is  very  little  to  be  said.  In 
a  token,  the  cheaper  the  material  the  better,  all  other  points  remaining  the 
same.  The  sixpence  and  all  the  other  silver  coins,  how  thin  soever  they  may 
have  worn,  if  they  carry  the  undeniable  marks  of  authenticity  upon  them,  are 
accepted  for  their  original  legal  value,  unless  they  have  been  wilfully  defaced. 

It  would  not  pay  to  scrape  down  sixpences  and  shillings,  but  small  gold 
coins  might  be  "  sweated,"  as  it  is  technically  called,  and  two  or  three  grains 
might  be  got  from  each  by  that  process  without  injuring  their  circulating 
value ;  and  that  loss  would  fall  upon  the  Government. 

88.  Chairman.'^  Do  you  happeu  to  know  whether  any  objections  exist  in  the 
United  States  to  the  golden  dollar,  either  as  regards  the  expense  of  circulation, 
or  as  regards  the  convenience  to  the  public  r — I  am  not  practically  aware  oif 
any  inconvenience  with  regard  to  the  expense ;  but  1  have  heard  objections 
raised  as  to  the  smallness  of  the  coin,  and  that  persons  find  they  are  exposed 
to  loss  on  that  account.  1  made  some  inquiries  last  year  of  Mr.  Lawrence,  the 
American  Minister,  and  requested  him  to  ascertain  how  far  that  was  the  case ; 
and  I  think  he  confirmed  that  opinion,  that  it  was  oonsidered  by  many  an  in- 
convenient coin,  on  account  of  the  size.  The  same  objection  would  not  exist 
to  the  same  degree  to  the  5^.  as  to  the  dollar,  which  is  4  ^.  I  beg  leave  to  say 
that  these  objections  I  have  made  refer  rather  to  the  objection  on  account  of 
the  expeiuse ;  but  practically,  to  the  public,  I  think  the  coin  itself  would  be  a 
convenience,  and  have  always  thought  so. 

89.  Mr.  J.  B.  Smith.]  The  silver  coins  being  tokens,  the  loss  by  abrasion  is 
borne  by  the  Government,  is  it  not  ? — Yes. 

90.  Suppose  you  make  all  the  smaller  denonunations  of  gold  coin  merely 
tokens,  would  the  Government  be  liable  to  the  loss,  or  would  the  public  ? — The 
Government,  in  that  case,  would  be  liable  to  the  loss.  If  it  were  not  neces- 
sary for  the  protection  of  the  taker  that  they  should  be  of  a  certain  weight, 
that  result  would  follow,  as  is  practically  the  case  with  all  our  token  coins^es ; 
nobody  thinks  of  weighing  shillings  or  half-crowns. 

9 1 .  l)o  you  see  any  inconvenience  in  having  our  gold  coins  under  the  value  of  a 
sovereign  similar  to  our  silver  coins,  merely  passing  as  tokens  ? — I  have  always 
thought  it  was  a  great  hardship  upon  the  public  that  the  last  holder  ot  a  gold 
coin  is  subject  to  all  the  loss  arising  from  the  wear  and  tear  of  the  coin  while 
passing  through  various  hands.  In  France,  the  Government  bear  the  loss  of 
the  abrasion  of  the  coin ;  and  I  have  frequently  discussed  that  subject  with 
gentlemen  connected  with  the  Mint  in  Paris,  and  they  have  always  considered 
it  was  only  just  to  the  public  that  the  Government  should  bear  the  loss  arising 
from  reasonable  wear  and  tear.  The  objection  raised  by  our  Government  has 
always  been  that  it  would  subject  them  to  extensive  frauds  ;  but  the  reply  given 
to  me  at  the  Mint  in  Paris  was,  that  it  was  the  business  of  the  Government  ta 
prevent  fraud. 

92.  Sir  W.  Clay.]  Do  the  French  Government  chaise  a  seigneurage  on  the 
coin  ?— It  is  the  case,  that  a  small  chaise  is  made  for  seigneurage. 

93.  If  it  were  proposed  to  the  Government  here  to  bear  the  loss  consequent 
upon  abrasion,  you  would  consider  it  only  reasonable  that  there  should  be  a 
seigneurage  charged  ? — The  question  of  seigneurage  is  a  very  extensive  ques- 
tion, and  1  should,  hardly  like  to  enter  into  it. 

94.  Mr.  J.  Ball]  Do  you  not  think  the  adoption  of  the  suggestion  would 
lead  to  extensive  frauds  by  what  is  called  the  artificial  sweating  of  the  coin  ? — 
I  do  not  think  it  would  to  any  material  degree. 

95.  Do  you  think  the  ordinary  law  sufficient  to  prevent  the  fraudulent  abra- 
sion of  coin  ;  is  it  not  very  difiicult  of  detection  ?— 1  think  it  would  be  more 
just  than  the  present  mode  of  saddling  the  whole  expense  upon  the  accidental 

last 
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last  holder ;  for  practically  the  public  are  unable  to  test  the  actual  weight  of  a    T.  HanMif^  ivm*. 
sovereign.     Though  it  is  quite  fair  to  saddle  them  with  the  expense  of  taking  a  ^• 

folded  coin,  I  think  it  is  not  fair  to  saddle  the  last  holder  with  the  whole      *"       ^ 
expense  of  the  wear  and  tear  which  may  have  been  spread  over  some  20,  or  26,       ^    *'  *^*' 
CT  30  years,  without  his  having  any  practical  mode  of  being  able  to  detect  the 
error.     No  one  in  the  ordinary  transactions  of  life  can  practically  weigh  a 
sovereign. 

96.  Is  it  not  the  case  in  the  south  of  Europe,  that  the  Governments  have 
found  it  practically  impossible  to  carry  out  the  system  you  suggest,  and  that 
in  some  cases  the  Government  dei)artment8  have  found  it  nev?essary  not  to  re* 
ceive  coins  that  appear  to  have  been  artificially  reduced,  and  that  hence  arise 
continual  contests  as  to  whether  such  and  such  a  coin  has  v^r  has  not  been 
improperly  dealt  with  ? — I  have  never  had  any  experience  of  that  kind  myself, 
not  was  1  aware  that  such  a  practical  difficulty  existed. 

97.  Are  you  aware  that  in  Spain,  it  has  been  found  necessar}  to  put  special 
marks  upon  the  gold  coins,  in  order  to  determine  for  what  value  they  should 
pass  ?  — I  was  not  aware  of  that  fact. 

98.  Would  not  the  abrasion  in  the  small  gold  coin,  for  instance,  the  half- 
sovereign,  be  greatly  reduced  by  not  milling  the  edge  ? — I  have  thought  that 
the  present  system  of  milling  the  edge  is  an  aggravation  of  the  evil  of  abra- 
sion to  a  great  extent,  and  is  highly  objectionable.  Every  coin  now  has  a  file 
at  work,  rubbing  off  the  edges  of  the  coin  next  to  it,  when  thrown  in  any  way 
together. 

99.  Mr.  QirdwelL]  Have  you  any  means,  from  your  position  at  the  Bank,  or 
otherwise,  of  judging  how  far  a  strong  prejudice  may  be  excited,  in  any  class  of 
the  community,  by  a  change  in  the  denominations  of  the  lower  copper  coins ; 
for  instance,  suppose,  instead  of  a  forthing,  a  new  coin  were  issued  to  circulate 
for  four  per  cent,  less  than  a  farthing  in  value  (the  foundation  of  this  decimal 
system) ;  have  you  any  means  of  knowing  whether  that  is  likely  to  create  great 
sensation  among  the  people  who  circulate  pence  and  farthings  ? — That  is  a 
class  of  persons  with  whom  1  am  so  perfectly  unacquainted  as  to  their  dealings^ 
that  I  am  not  able  to  give  any  opinion.  So  far  as  the  question  relates  to  the 
Bank  of  England,  1  may  observe,  that  aU  our  subdivisions  below  the  penny  are 
now  kept,  in  our  accounts,  in  decimals. 

100.  It  may  be  that,  with  your  extensive  knowledge  of  larger  pecuniary 
transactions  in  the  city  of  London,  there  nught  nevertheless  be  such  a  danger, 
to  a  great  extent,  without  your  being  aware  of  it  r — That  it  would  raise  a 
strong  prejudice  I  have  not  the  smallest  doubt,  and  particularly  amongst  the 
dealers  in  transactions  requiring  the  use  of  copper  coin. 

101.  Could  you  suggest  to  the  Committee  any  mode  by  which,  if  the  substi- 
tution of  a  decimal  coinage  were  contemplated  by  the  Government,  it  would  be 
possible  beforehand  to  disabuse  the  community  of  the  tendency  to  such  a  preju- 
dice ? — I  think  if  the  Government  so  kept  their  accounts,  the  Custom  House 
accounts,  for  instance,  that  the  public  might  become  accustomed  to  make  their 
calculations  in  decimal  coinage,  it  would  very  much  disabuse  the  public  mind  of 
any  idea  of  an  injury  being  permanently  sustained,  although  undoubtedly  some 
risk  of  injury  to  the  public  must  exist  during  the  transition  state. 

\ou.  Suppose  you  were  to  issue  first  a  coin  which  was  valued  at  four  percent, 
less  than  the  farthing,  and  then  afterwards  a  coin  valued  at  lour  per  cent,  less 
than  the  penny,  do  you  not  think  there  would  be  some  danger  of  a  considerable 
prejudice  being  rai$>ed  amongst  the  class  whose  principal  circulation  consists  of 
copper  coin  ? — I  do  not  think  the  system  could  be  brought  about  safely  to  work 
without  great  public  inconvenience  to  the  lower  classes,  unless  it  were  brought 
about  as  a  whole,  and  the  former  coins  taken  out  of  circulation.  So  long  as 
they  co-existed,  I  think  the  public  would  not  even  commence  to  learn  their  new 
system  of  arithmetic,  and  that  would  of  course  create  considerable  public 
inconvenience. 

1 03.  Do  you  not  apprehend  that  the  calling  in  all  the  copper  coin  in  circu- 
lation within  a  limited  time,  for  the  purpose  of  issuing  in  lieu  of  it  other  copper 
coin  of  a  different  and  lower  denomination,  would  be  an  operation  attended 
with  considerable  difficulty  ? — No,  I  do  not  think  it  would.  1  think  the  trans- 
actions and  dealings  would  soon  adjust  themselves. 

104.  1  I'efer  entirely  to  the  question  of  popular  prejudice  in  the  less  educated 
classes,  whose  calculations  are  principally  in  copper  coin  ? — 1  think  the  best 
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T.  Hanhetfy  Jun.,   means  of  flccoroplishing  it  would  be  to  do  it  at  once,  by  the  Government  taking 
&q*  upon  themselves  the  responsibility  of  calling  in  the  whole  of  one  issue,  and 

issuing  the  new  coin ;  and  the  circumstances  of  novelty  would,  I  think,  tend 

a  May  1853.  ijj  ^  certain  degree  to  reconcile  persons  to  the  little  inconveniences  felt  during 
the  state  of  transiiion,  until  they  understood  the  new  system,  and  adjusted 
their  accounts  accordingly. 

105.  Mr.  Browni]  Would  not  sellers  and  purchasers  very  soon  understand 
the  relative  value  of  the  farthing  and  the  mil  r — I  have  no  doubt  they  would. 

106.  Would  it  not  be  a  convenience  to  have  a  coin  of  a  little  less  value  or 
greater  subdivision  ? — I  think  ifc  would. 

107.  Viscount  Goderich.l  Would  not  the  risk  of  prejudice  be  rather  dimi- 
nish^ by  issuing  a  piece  rather  more  than  a  penny  ? — I  think,  as  I  said  b^ore, 
the  sooner  the  power  was  taken  out  of  the  hands  of  the  public  of  using  both 
monies,  or  making  any  reference  to  the  old  penny,  the  sooner  they  would 
become  accustomed  to  the  new  coinage. 

108.  Mr.  J.  B.  Syjiith.]  You  are  aware  that  there  are  many  Acts  of  Parlia- 
ment in  existence,  fixing  the  penny  as  the  rate  of  payment  for  postage-stamps, 
and  toll  bars  and  so  on  ;  how  would  you  meet  that  ? — Undoubtedly  all  those 
rates  which  are  now  fixed  by  Government  could  by  the  mere  act  of  Govern- 
ment be  altered,  such  as  duties,  for  instance,  or  the  penny  postage,  all  which  I 
consider  under  the  power  of  Government  to  alter  one  way  or  the  other.  But 
in  cases  where  private  interests  were  concerned,  such  as  toll  bars,  it  would 
probably  require  adjustment.  I  think  the  whole  system  would  probably  require 
looking  into  by  a  Royal  Commission,  or  in  some  other  way,  so  as  to  consider 
the  best  mode  to  be  adopted  for  obviating  the  inconveniences  which  might  arise 
in  transactions  where  I  can  hardly  conceive  that  we  should  be  entirely  without 
practical  means  of  overcoming  those  difficulties.  As  to  large  transactions,  the 
Government  no  doubt  have  the  power  of  adjusting  and  altering  the  scale. 

109.  These  are  exactly  the  cases  which  will  occur  to  the  lower  classes  of 
people  who  deal  in  copper  coins ;  and  would  it  not  increase  the  prejudice  of 
those  parties  against  the  alteration  when  they  found  there  was  no  copper  coin 
to  meet  those  usual  charges  of  a  penny  which  they  have  been  accustomed  to  ? 
—That  militates  against  any  change  whatever ;  if  you  will  not  allow  changes 
to  be  made  to  assist  the  altered  state  of  circumstances,  no  jiossible  change  can 
be  made  in  the  value  of  a  penny. 

1 1 0.  Supposing  the  present  pound  to  be  divided  into  2,000  parts,  then  eight 
parts  would  be  nearly  equal  to  a  penny,  would  it  not  ? — That  again  refers  to 
the  question  whether  you  allow  the  prejudice  to  be  kept  up  of  carrying  on 
transactions  in  pence  and  multiples  ahd  subdivisions.  So  long  as  you  allow 
that  it  will  prevent  any  adjustment  of  prices  to  the  new  coinage. 

111.  Chairman.]  With  regard  to  private  dealings  amongst  the  lower  classes, 
supposing  the  decimal  system  adopted,  would  not  the  purchasers  get  the  advan- 
tage generally ;  would  they  not  be  able  to  purchase  as  much  for  four-mil  as 
for  a  penny  ? — I  canot  conceive  any  system  existing  in  which  purchasers  can 
have  the  advantage  over  sellers  for  any  length  of  time,  except  during  the 
system  of  transition  ;  the  ordinary  competition  must,  I  think,  at  once  put  an 
end  to  that. 

1 12.  I  allude  to  the  state  of  transition? — I  think  that  inconveniences  might 
arise  ;  and,  therefore,  I  say  that  the  sooner  such  a  change  is  made  the  better. 
It  ought  to  be  done  as  speedily  as  possible,  to  prevent  frauds,  which,  I  think, 
might  probably  fall  on  the  unwary  and  on  the  poorer  classes. 

1 13.  Mr.  Brown.]  Would  the  poor  man  get  as  much  for  his  mil  as  he  does 
for  his  farthing?  — I  cannot  say. 

114.  Mr.  Carditell.]  Is  the  tendency  for  the  purchaser  to  take  an  undue 
advantage  of  the  seller,  or  is  it  not  rather  for  the  seller  to  take  an  undue  advan- 
tage over  the  purchaser  ?  —I  do  not  know  how  to  answer  that  question,  except 
by  stating  my  impression  that  whichever  party  is  the  more  intelligent  of  the 
two  is  likely  to  have  the  advantage  of  the  less  educated  and  less  intelUgent. 

115.  Chair  num.]  Under  the  decimal  monetary  system,  how  would  you  pro- 
pose to  keep  all  accounts  relating  to  money  ?— I  should  propose  to  keep  all 
accounts  in  the  pound  sterling,  in  the  florin,  and  in  the  decimal  part  of  a  florin. 
When  I  use  the  word  decimal,  I  consider  it  equally  applicable  whether  it  is 
called  a  mil  or  a  cent. 
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116.  Sir  fV.  Clay.]  Pounds,  florins,  and  cents,  you  mean? — Pounds,  florins^    T. Eamke^,  Jan. 
And  cents,  or  pounds,  florins,  and  mils.     At  some  future  time  it  may  be  possible  Esq. 

to  make  the  florin  the  unit,  as  su^ested  by  Mr.  Smith ;  but  I  do  not  tJiink  at        

the  present  time  it  would  be  possible  to  make  any  change  in  keeping  accounts       3  May  1853. 
which  would  do  away  with  or  affect  the  poiU)d  steriing. 

1 1 7.  Chairman.']  You  would  not  have  any  money  of  account  between  the 
the  florin  and  mil  r — I  think  not. 

n8.  Mr.  /.  jB.  Smith.]  Instead  of  putting  down  1 1.  10  s.,  for  instance,  you 
would  write  it  £.1«500  f — 1*5  florin  it  would  be.  I  think  that  leaving  out  the 
florin  altogether,  and  making  it  only  pound  sterling  and  decimal,  would  be 
a  change  which  the  English  public  would  hardly  grow  accustomed  to  in  a  suffi- 
ciently short  time  for  the  easy  adjustment  of  accounts ;  whereas  it  is  but  a 
slight  inconvenience  using  the  pound,  the  florin,  and  its  dedmaL 

)  1 9.  You  do  not  mean  you  would  have  three  columns  ? — 1  would  have  three 
<;olumns  as  now.  Every  book  would  be  ruled  exactly  as  it  is  now ;  1 1.  15  s.  0  d* 
would  then  be  1  /.  7 A  ^^  ^-^  *^^  7  florins  being  in  the  inside  column,  and  50 
mils  in  the  third. 

1 20.  What  necessity  is  there  for  dividing  it  into  three  columns ;  would  it 
not  be  1*760  ? — I  should  like  that  system  better  if  I  were  not  afraid  of  the  pre- 
judice that  might  exist  in  doing  away  with  the  intermediate  coin  between  the 
pound  sterling  and  its  subdivision.  I  should  not  object  to  it  for  any  other 
reason. 

121.  In  keeping  your  own  private  accounts,  you  would  prefer  that  plan : — 
I  should  prefer  making  the  entry  1  '750. 

122.  For  1  /.  15  *.?— For  U.  15  ^. 

1 23.  Mr.  Brown.]  If  you  kept  your  accounts  all  in  mils,  it  would  increase 
the  number  of  figures ;  it  would  require  more  figures  to  express  a  sum  wholly 
in  mils  than  it  would  to  express  pounds  ? — In  some  cases  it  would. 

124.  And  probably,  in  your  opinion,  it  would  be  a  great  advantage  to  the 
public  to  depart  from  their  mode  of  keeping  accounts  as  little  as  possible,  by  still 
keeping  them  in  three  colmnns? — I  think  so ;  but  you  must  be  aware  that  there 
are  a  great  many  accounts  kept,  in  consequence  of  the  necessity  of  subdivi- 
sion, in  another  column,  in  addition  to  the  pounds,  shillings,  and  pence ;  for 
instance,  every  account  in  the  National  Debt,  at  the  Bank  of  England,  is  kept 
in  pounds,  shillings,  pence,  and  decimals,  in  calculating  the  interest ;  otherwise 
the  difference  of  the  aggregate  variation  betwe^en  the  pence  would  be  so  great 
that  it  would  be  a  vast  amount  either  of  loss  or  gain  to  the  Government,  or  of 
loss  or  gain  to  the  Bank  of  England. 

1 25.  Air.  /.  B.  Smith.]  After  all,  you  must  have  something  over  or  something 
under  ? — If  I  remember  rightly,  the  nicety  of  calculation  is  so  great,  that  the 
difference  is  not  above  500 1,  in  the  year,  and  that  would  be  materially  reduced, 
I  have  no  doubt,  if  the  system  of  decimals  were  adopted  generally. 

1 26.  Mr.  Brow?i.]  You  are  probably  aware  that  almost  all  large  contractors 
find  it  necessary  to  keep  their  accounts  in  decimal  ? — I  believe  that  is  the  case ; 
I  have  understood  so  ;  I  am  not  aware  of  it  practically.  I  believe  it  applies  to 
builders,  and  other  such  businesses. 

127.  You  prefer  the  denomination  of  florins  and  mils  to  any  other  denor 
mination,  not  only  as  regards  their  use  in  accounts,  but  also  for  the  names  ? — 
My  only  reason  for  adopting  the  florin  as  an  intermediate  coin  for  accounts^ 
would  be  rather  to  suit  prejudice,  than  for  any  practical  object  gained  by  it. 
I  think  accounts,  practically,  ought  to  be  kept  in  pounds,  and  the  decimals  of 
pounds.     I  see  no  object  but  that  I  alluded  to  before. 

128.  Chairman.]  There  would  be  less  difficulty  in  the  transition  state? — 
I  thought  there  would  be,  but  I  am  not  sure  on  that  point. 

129.  Mr.  Brown.]  It  would  prevent  errors  to  have  the  accounts  kept  in 
three  columns,  instead  of  the  one  line  ?  —Yes. 

130.  1  do  not  know  whether  you  are  aware,  that  when  the  coinage  was 
changed  in  America  from  pounds  shillings,  and  pence,  the  dollar  was  4  5.  8rf. 
in  one  State,  6  s.  in  another,  7  s.  6d.  in  another,  and  8  s.  in  another  ;  and  that 
a  law  was  passed  in  1792  to  niake  them  uniform.  I  see  a  remark  in  Jefferson^ 
that  the  only  thing  wanted  was  a  sufficient  number  of  the  new  coins,  so  great 
was  the  satisfaction.  Probably  you  are  aware  how  easily  the  change  was 
effected  ? — I  have  always  understood  it  was  brought  about  with  great  facility. 

131.  Mr.  J.  B.  Smith.]  You  think  that  the  adoption  of  a  decimal  system  of 
0.66.  B  3 
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J.  Bojtle^^  Jun»,    weights  and  measures  would  be  a  great  advantage  to  this  country.     Do  you 

^'  think  it  would  be  desirable,  if  it  were  possible,  to  get  an  assimilation  of  weights 

~  and  measures  throughout  the  principal  nations  of  the  world  ? — I  have  not  the 

3  Way  1853.      j^jjg|.  ^Q^jjt  0^  tjjjjt  point,  that  it  would  be  very  desirable  ;  and  the  very  adoption 

of  a  decimal  system  appears  to  me  to  render  the  turning  of  one  money  from 

one  country  into  another  more  easy. 

132.  You  consider  it  desirable  that  there  should  be  an  assimilation  of  weights 
and  measures  ? — I  have  no  doubt  that  if  there  were  an  assimilation  of  weights 
and  measures  and  money,  it  would  be  a  great  advantage  to  the  world  at 
Iwge. 

1 33.  Sir  W.  Clay.]  You  have  expressed  a  very  decided  opinion,  Mr.  Hankey, 
as  to  the  importance  of  retaining  as  our  unit  of  calculation  the  sovereign  P-^ 
Yes  ;  it  appears  to  me  to  be  a  very  desirable  thing. 

134.  Not  that  you  think  it  the  best  that  can  be  adopted,  but  the  most 
adapted  to  this  country? — 1  think  it  would  facilitate  the  adoption  of  the 
new  system  rather  than  by  attempting  such  a  very  extensive  change  as  altering 
the  pound  sterling,  which  would  lead  to  very  great  difficulty. 

135.  One  reason  being,  that  it  is  the  standard  by  law ;  and  secondly,  that 
the  public  are  accustomed  to  estimate  all  large  sums  in  that  particular  deno- 
mination of  coin  ? — Yes,  it  is  the  basis  of  calculation,  and  has  been  the 
measure  of  value  of  land  and  other  property,  personal  property  and  real 
property  throughout  the  kingdom  for  such  a  number  of  years,  that  it  would  be 
unwise  to  attempt  to  disturb  it. 

136.  Chairman.]  You  think  it  would  be  unwise  to  introduce  such  an  element 
of  difficulty? — Yes. 


JmnSf  6"*  die  Maii^  1853. 
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Mr'Tufnell. 
Mr.  William  Brown. 
Mr.  John  Ball. 
Mr.  Hamiiton. 
Marquis  of  Chandos. 


Mr.  John  Benjamin  Smith. 
Sir  William  Clay. 
Mr.  Kinnaird. 
Viscount  Goderich. 


The  Right  Hon.  H.  TUFNELL,  in  the  Chair. 


James  Laurie^  Esq.,  called  in ;  and  Examined. 

J4npes  Laurie.T.sq,       137.  Chairman.]  I  BELIEVE  you  are  engaged  in  the  wine  trade? — I  am. 

138.  Have  you  turned  your  attention  to  the  present  monetary  system  of  this 

5  May  1853.      country  ? — I  have. 

139.  Will  you  state  to  the  Committee  whether  you  consider  it  is  an  inconve- 
nient system,  and  if  so,  what  are  the  inconveniences  attached  to  it?— The 
system  of  dividing  the  pound  into  20,  12,  and  4,  being  unequal  to  each  other, 
renders  money  matters  exceedingly  complicated ;  and  when  applied  to  Custom 
duties,  is  still  more  aggravating,  and  makes  it  difficult  to  ascertain  the  value 
of  the  duties  in  the  current  weights  of  the  country ;  the  pound  avoirdupois, 
for  example. 

140.  Will  you  explain  that  still  further,  in  detail  ? — Partly  upon  Mr.  Brown's 
suggestion,  and  partly  upon  my  own,  I  framed  a  table  of  those  articles  the 
Custom  duties  of  which  are  charged  on  the  weight,  and  applied  the  decimal 
pound  of  I5OOO  farthings  in  estimating  the  duties  all  by  the  pound  avoir- 
dupois ;  some  of  ihem  are  charged  by  the  hundredweight,  others  by  the  pound ; 
and  in  both  cases  they  have  five  per  cent,  added,  which  creates  a  great  deal  of 
€»onfusion.  This  table  is  printed  in  the  Customs  Report  of  last  Session, 
Part  II. 

141.  That  refers  rather  to  the  weights  than  the  coinage? — To  the  coinage 
too.     It  is  explained  in  this  way  :  few  of  the  duties  will  reduce  into  farthings  and 

^^     aliqujjt 
Digitized  by  VnOOv  IC 


SELECT  COMMITTEE  ON  DECIMAL  COINAGE.  15 

aliquot  parts;  it  leaves  irregular  fractions;  for  instance,  the  article  arrowroot  James  Laurie,  Baq. 
is  charged  from  foreign  places  2s.  6d.  per  hundredweight;  but  if  it  were  charged      — — — — 
at  2*.  4rf.5  it  would  be  exactly  a  farthing  per  pound ;  as  it  is,  it  is  a  farthing  of      5  May  1853. 
the  present  money  and  7- 100th  parts.     Butter,  again,  from  foreign  places,  is 
charged  10^,  per  hundredweight ;  but  if  that  were  reduced  to  9  s.  4rf.,  it  would 
be  exactly  1  rf.,  the  10  *.  giving  four  farthings  and  29-1 00th  parts  per  lb. 

142.  That  difficulty  might  be  got  over  by  altering  the  duties,  and  not  altering 
the  coinage  r — Of  oourse  it  could ;  but  still  the  duties  could  not  be  estimated 
then  without  considerable  difficulty,  which  difficulty  would  be  greatly  or  alto- 
gether  obviated  by  decimal  money. 

143.  Will  you  state  whether  you  consider  that  there  are  any  inconveniences 
in  the  ordinary  transactions  of  the  country  in  the  way  of  business,  without 
reference  to  the  Customs,  arising  from  the  present  currency  ? — The  inconve- 
niences are  manifold,  since  the  unequal  divisions  of  the  money  render  all  pur- 
chases much  more  complicated  than  they  would  be  if  decimal  money  existed. 

144.  Does  it  give  rise  to  a  great  increase  of  clerical  labour  ?— It  does. 

145.  Is  it  also  the  cause  of  many  errors  in  the  keeping  of  accounts  ?— It  is 
impossible  to  keep  many  accounts  without  the  greatest  possible  labour.  Many 
merchants  tell  me  that  they  never  look  into  the  details  of  duties  and  other 
matters,  because  they  involve  time  and  head  work,  and  that  they  leave  it  to  their 
clerks. 

146.  Is  it  not  an  advantage  that  in  the  present  system  the  shilling  is  divisible 
into  12  parts,  and  that  the  12  is  divisible  by  2,  3,  4,  and  6 ;  is  not  12  divisible 
by  more  figures  than  any  other  number  would  be? — I  dare  say  it  is,  but  it  is 
not  a  natural  syste  m  ;  the  true  system  of  numbers  consists  in  the  decimal  rela- 
tion ;  for  instance,  if  an  article  costs  four  farthings,  10  times  that  will  make  40 
farthings  or  9  i  rf.,  100  times  400  or  8  j.  ;  but  you  cannot  do  that  with  monies 
that  are  not  in  the  decimal  relation. 

147.  Do  you  consider  that  there  is  any  disadvantage  in  regard  to  foreign 
exchanges  ? —  Immense. 

148.  State  what  those  are  ?— In  a  list  which  I  have  published  in  my  "  Uni- 
versal  Exchange  Tables,"  there  are  30  countries  with  which  we  transact  busi- 
ness; 20  of  these  have  the  exchange  stated  in  foreign  money;  for  instance, 
France  gives  us  25  francs  and  22  i  centimes,  more  or  less,  for  our  pound  sterling. 
This  exchange  is  equivalent  to  39  -f^hs  mils  per  franc.  If  we  had  a  decimal 
money,  we  could  probably  purchase  the  franc  at  39  i  mils,  and  have  in  all  cases 
the  turn  of  exchange  in  our  favour. 

149.  You  would  be  able  to  approximate  the  relative  value  of  the  coins? — 
Yes,  and  we  should  be  able  to  see  what  we  pay  for  foreign  money,  instead  of 
which  we  have  to  investigate  it  further,  unless  we  have  an  exchange  book  in 
which  the  money  is  decimally  stated  of  the  two  countries  negotiating. 

1 50.  Can  you  give  us  an  instance  of  exchange  with  any  other  country  ? — 
Holland  gives  us  12  of  their  florins,  more  or  less,  for  our  pound  sterling.  At 
that  exchange  the  value  of  their  florin  is  -083/.,  being  mils=l^.  Scf. ;  a 
decimal  money  would  give  us  also  a  greater  subdivision  than  the  pence  give, 
even  with  the  penny  divided  into  1 6ths,  and  thus  we  could  have  a  greater 
variety  of  exchanges. 

151.  Mr.  Ball.]  You  stated  that  the  exchange  in  Holland  would  be  12 
florins  to  the  pound  ;  is  not  that  1  ^.  8d.  r — Yes. 

152.  I  thought  you  said  83  florins? — Eighty-three  decimal  farthings  or  mils. 
^53'  I  believe  you  could  not  explain  in  decimal  money  accurately  the  Dutch 

florin  at  the  exchange  of  12  to  the  pound,  and  that  you  can  do  it  in  the  exist- 
ing English  coinage? — It  could  be  done  both  ways;  but  in  a  lesser  exchange 
it  could  not  be  stated  precisely  in  English  money. 

154.  In  case  a  decimal  system  of  coinage  were  adopted  in  England,  would 
you  consider  it  desirable  that  a  coin  should  be  in  use  which  should  be  either  a 
third  or  sixth  part  of  one  of  the  ordinary  silver  decimal  coins  ? — I  think  in  some 
cases  it  would  be  convenient  to  have  such  a  coin. 

155.  To  make  my  question  more  clear,  I  will  put  it  in  this  way;  assuming 
that  the  florin,  representing  the  10th  part  of  a  pound  sterling,  would  be  the 
highest  silver  coin  in  small  transactions,  where  it  was  desirable  to  divide  any 
sum  amongst  three  persons,  the  present  fourpenny  piece  would  serve  to  carry 
out  that  division,  would  it  not  ? — It  would. 

0.66.  B  4  156.  Whereas 
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James  Laurie,  "EBq.      156.  Whereas  if  you  had  DO  such  coins,  you  never  could  accurately  divide 
■    '       small  sums  amongst  three  persons  ? — No  ;  there  would  be  a  fraction  left.     I  do 
5  May  1853.      not  however,  think  it  is  the  custom  of  any  country  to  have  a  coin  of  a  third  of 
their  money  integer,  or  unit  mils. 

157.  ChairmanJ]  If  the  present  monetary  system  were  to  be  changed,  what 
would  you  recommend  for  adoption  ?  —I  should  recommend  that  the  pound  be 
divided  into  1,000  parts  or  mils,  if  you  chose  to  alter  the  name.  I  think  the 
word  mil  is  the  best,  and  that  a  name  which  describes  its  numeral  value  is  the 
most  useful.     There  would  then  be  the  decimal  pound,  1,000  mils. 

158.  Would  you  have  no  florin? — Yes,  and  the  florin  should  be  marked 
instead  of  1-1 0th  of  a  pound,  100  farthings  or  mils,  and  all  the  coins  should 
have  in  numbers  their  relation  to  the  pound  sterling.  I  find  that  is  the  case 
in  the  coin  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

159.  Will  you  state  the  advantages  which  you  consider  the  decimal  system 
would  confer  on  the  general  business  of  the  country? — It  would  immensely 
facilitate  business  transactions,  and  lead  to  a  more  accurate  and  clear  mode 
of  stating  accounts  than  exists  at  present. 

1 60.  Supposing  the  decimal  system  adopted,  what  coins  would  you  recom- 
mend to  be  issued  ? — I  should  recommend  the  pound  sterling  and  the  half 
sovereign  in  gold. 

161.  Would  you  recommend  any  smaller  gold  coin  than  the  half  sovereign  ? 
— No,  I  should  not.  Then  I  should  recommend  in  silver  a  four  shilling  piece 
in  lieu  of  the  crown,  as  five  to  the  pound  would  be  very  convenient,  and  that 
coin  would  suit  many  purposes  of  exchange.  Where  dollars  are  abundant,  and 
four  shilling  pieces  wanted,  they  might  be  found  exceedingly  useful,  and  pass 
where  Spanish  dollars  now  do. 

162.  Do  you  not  think  a  five  shilling  gold  piece  more  convenient  than  a  four 
shilling  silver  coin  ? — No,  I  think  a  four  shilling  silver  piece  is  one  of  the  best 
coins  we  could  possibly  have. 

163.  Have  not  crown  pieces  been  considered  very  inconvenient? — Yes,  the 
crown  piece  is  too  large  ;  that  is  one  objection  to  its  getting  into  general  use. 

164.  What  coin  would  you  have  after  the  four  shilling  piece  ? — ^The  florin  of 
two  shillings,  a  hundred  mils,  one  of  50,  one  of  25,  and  also  one  of  10,  would 
be  very  convenient  too. 

165.  You  would  have  five  silver  coins,  a  two  florin,  a  one  florin,  a  half  florin, 
a  quarter  florin,  and  a  one-fifth  of  a  florin  ? — Yes  ;  the  20  mil  piece  would  be 
the  decimal  of  the  double  florin  or  dollar,  as  the  10  would  be  of  the  single  florin. 

1G6.  What  copper  coins  do  you  propose? — I  think  it  would  be  convenient 
to  keep  up  the  present  penny,  if  four  farthings  are  to  serve  for  postage  and 
other  such  matters ;  but  otherwise,  I  think  this  coin  is  rather  too  bulky,  and 
a  three  farthing  coin  would  be  better. 

167.  Did  I  understand  you  to  say  that  you  would  keep  the  present  penny 
in  circulation  ? — Yes ;  but  if  the  postage  were  altered  to  five  mils,  I  think  there 
ought  to  be  a  coin  to  suit  that,  and  tf  the  postage  still  remain  at  four  mils^ 
it  would  be  advisable  to  keep  the  present  penny. 

168.  The  present  penny  would  not  represent  five  decimal  farthings  ? — No. 

169.  Viscount  Godericfi.]  If  you  retain  the  present  penny,  you  keep  up  all 
the  inconvenience  ? — No,  instead  of  pounds,  shillings,  and  pence,  it  would  be 
filling  up  the  last  column  £.  004,  or  whatever  it  might  be. 

1 70.  Mr.  fV.  Brown.']  You  are  aware  that  one  of  the  great  difficulties  is  with 
respect  to  penny  tolls  and  penny  transactions  of  various  kinds ;  would  you 
think  it  desirable  to  have  a  new  coin  of  4  j^th  mils,  six  of  them  to  represent 
6^.,  dropping  the  name  penny  altogether: — No,  1  should  rather  raise  the 
toll. 

171.  Suppose  a  party  not  to  consent  to  be  paid  less,  and  the  pubUc  not 
to  consent  to  pay  more  ? — I  thought  an  Act  of  Parliament  could  do  anything ; 
the  diff^erence  is  a  mere  trifle  between  four  farthings  and  four  mils. 

172.  Chairman.]  I  lave  you  any  thing  to  add  with  regard  to  the  copper  coin- 
age ? — If  the  rate  of  postage  were  maintained  at  four  farthings,  or  altered  to 
five  mils,  and  that  were  adopted,  it  would  be  desirable  to  have  a  coin  to  represent 
the  postage. 

173.  What  coin  would  you  recommend  for  the  general  purposes  of  the 
country  :—  I  think  a  three  farthing  and  one  farthing  coin  would  be  the  best. 

174.  Are 
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1 74.  Are  these  the  only  two  you  would  propose  ? — I  think  a  half  farthing  is  James  Louriey  Ejq. 

also  wanted,  especially  as  prices  would  be  subdivided  more,  and  it  is  in  use  in        ■ 

the  colonies,  where  labour  is  cheaper  than  here.  5  ^^ay  1853. 

175.  Mr.  W.  Bi^omi.'}  Then  yourmoney  of  account  would  be  pounds,  florins, 
and  farthings  ?— Precisely ;  some  would  prefer  not  to  have  the  florin,  &c.,  in  a 
distinct  column. 

1 76.  To  save  the  stop  or  mark  for  the  decimals  ? — Just  so. 

177.  With  respect  to  the  poorer  classes,  how  do  you  think  they  would  receive 
the  change  in  the  copper  coinage  with  difl^erent  denominations,  and  somewhat 
diflFerent  value  ? — So  far  as  I  can  judge,  I  think  it  would  be  received  with  a 
great  deal  of  satisfaction.  Every  coin  being  marked  with  the  number  of 
rarthings,  many  persons  who  cannot  write  or  resS  could  count. 

178.  You  think  the  quantity  of  food,  or  whatever  it  might  be,  sold  for  the 
farthing  or  the  mil,  would  be  very  soon  understood  by  the  poor  ? — Yes. 

\  79.  You  think  they  would  adjust  themselves  to  each  other  almost  immedi- 
ately r — Precisely  so. 

1 80.  Chairman.']  Have  not  many  articles  sold  to  the  poor  reference  to  the 
small  coins,  for  instance,  farthing  candles  ? — Yes ;  many  things  are  sold  at  a 
farthing  and  two  farthings ;  that  would  soon  be  adjusted. 

181.  Mr.  Brown.']  Are  you  of  opinion  that  a  farthing  candle  would  soon  be 
sold  for  a  mil  ? — Competition  would  soon  rectify  prices ;  for  practical  purposes 
the  mil  would  answer  better.  A  conscientious  man  might  probably  say,  "  I  am 
taking  1,000  of  these  mils  instead  of  960  farthings,  and  therefore  1  will  make 
the  article  of  a  better  quality." 

182.  Chairman.]  Under  the  present  system  does  a  shopkeeper,  for  instance, 
experience  any  difficulty  in  calculating  interest  upon  any  article  he  obtains  ? — 
In  many  cases  it  is  a  work  of  the  greatest  possible  difficulty ;  a  grocer,  for 
example,  finds  it  difficult  to  know  what  price  to  charge  by  retail  and  secure 
a  certain  profit. 

183*  Explain  that? — Sugar,  coflFee,  and  other  articles,  are  sold  in  Mincing- 
lane  at  so  many  shillmgs  per  cwt.  In  most  cases  the  price  yields  an  inter- 
minable fraction  per  lb. ;  and  also  Customs*  duties.  A  decimal  system  of 
money  would  obviate  this,  besides  affording  a  greater  subdivision .  of  prices. 
The  penny  divided  into  16ths  gives  192  varieties  to  a  shilling,  and  into  32nds, 
384  ;  but  50  mils,  each  divided  into  4ths,  gives  200  ;  into  8ths,  400  ;  and  into 
lerhs,  800. 

184.  Give  an  illustration  by  referring  to  some  particular  article? — One 
thousand  pounds  pimenta  sold  at  3^rf,  or  their  equivalents,  13  8/.  per  lb., 
produces  the  same  result,  and  the  working  is  as  follows : — 

Usual  method  by  Pence. 
1000  lbs. 


12)3000 


20)260 


12  10     - 
1   13  lOi 

£.14    8  lOj  the  result 


1000  lbs.  at  .13  farthings  «=  4)13000 


12)3260 
20)270  10 


1000 
13-32 

12)406  -S 

32)18000(406 -i 
128 

33  lO^^I 

200 
192 

6 

y  Farthings. 

1000  Ibs^  at 

3  farthings  =  8)6000 
4)626 
12)166  1 

13  10  10  13     -i 

18     ^  ____ 


£.  14    3  10|  the  result 
0.66.  C  the 
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James  Laurie.  Esq.  the  decimal  of  a  £.  for  3^|d.  are  £.  '01419279  which  beings  multiplied  bj  any 

-        required  number  of  lbs.,  yards,  &c.,  gives  the  result.     The  following  examjdes 

5  May  1853.      show  decimal  amounts  per  decimal  £.  and  per  £.  sterling : 


lbs. 

£. 

£. 

#.    d.  f. 

1 

- 

- 

•014 

- 

- 

— 

«     3     1 

10 

- 

. 

•141 

- 

- 

. 

2     9     3 

100 

- 

- 

1-419 

• 

- 

1 

8     4     2 

000 

. 

. 

14193 

- 

- 

14 

3  10     1 

If  the  pimenta  was  charged  at  14  i  decimal  farthings  per  lb.,  the  result  would 
be  £.  14126  ;  if  at  14  4  farthings,  the  result  would  be  £.  14-250. 

185.  Mr.  W.  Brown.]  Turn  the  pence  into  the  nearest  substitute  and  see 
what  the  fraction  would  be  of  those  mils,  so  as  to  make  them  exactly  equal? — 
10  id.  =  £.-042708. 

1 86.  Penny  three  farthings,  or  1  J  rf.  is  a  very  short  fraction  ? — Yes,  but  not 
more  accurate  ;  I  J  rf.  =  £.  00625  ;  I  frf.  =  £.  '00729. 

387.  If  you  take  the  four  or  five  cent  piece  and  the  threepenny  or  fourpenny 
piece,  or  whatever  it  may  be,  what  is  the  number  of  cents  that  would  come 
nearest  to  that' particular  present  coin,  and  what  fraction  would  make  it  exactly 
equal  to  the  present  coin? — Ihreepence'is  12 i  mils;  3  i  mils  are  precisely 
three  farthings;  4  rf.  =  16^  mils. 

188.  Supposing  all  the  Customs'  duties  to  be  charged  upon  the  pound,  have 
you  any  table  to  show  at  what  given  price  those  would  come  out,  either  with- 
out a  fraction,  or  with  a  fraction  ? — In  the  table  which  I  presented  in  the 
Customs'  Report,  it  is  shown  that  the  loss  would  in  most  cases  be  very  small 
if  every  article  was  charged  by  even  farthings,  or  1,000  parts  of  the  pound 
sterling.  I  ascertained  what  the  duty  was  per  cwt.,  added  five  per  cent,  when 
required,  and  divided  it  by  1 12  to  obtain  the  duty  for  1  lb. 

1 89.  Taking  the  present  duties  ? — ^Yes. 

190.  And  the  amount  collected? — ^No;  I  had  not  that  to  guide  me.  Al- 
monds, for  instance,  are  charged  10^.  per  cwt.  and  five  per  cent.  =  10^.  6rf. ; 
which  gives  for  a  single  pound  4  ^  decimal  farthings  ;  and  assuming  the  duty 
at  five  farthings,  the  Government  would  gain  31  farthings  on  every  100  lbs., 
or  if  charged  at  9«.  4  rf.  per  cwt.  =  4  farthings  per  pound,  that  would  cause  a 
loss  of  1  *.  2rf.  per  cwt.  to  Government. 

191.  How  would  the  fraction  stand  if  you  took  100  pounds  net;  would  it 
tell  against  a  number  in  the  same  proportion  as  if  you  took  a  single  pound  ? — 
It  would  be  the  same  thing  as  to  fractions,  which  would  occur  by  both  modes  ; 
but  the  difference  would  be  less  in  proportion  for  100  lbs. 

192-4.  Have  you  ascertained  what  the  whole  amount  of  duties  is  upon  any 
one  of  the  articles  charged  at  the  Customs,  in  order  to  see  what  the  gain  or  loss  to 
the  Government  would  be,  taking  the  nearest  decimal  which  can  represent  the 
present  money  ? — ^Mr.  Hume  I  understand  has  moved  for  a  table  of  the  whole 
tariff,  with  the  import  duties,  and  the  amount  they  yielded  last  year.  When  I  see 
that,  I  can  ascertain  the  loss  or  gain '  to  the  nearest  fraction  per  pound  avoir- 
dupois ;  for  instance,  arrowroot  is  charged  9,t  2  ^.  6  rf.  per  cwt. ;  if  it  were 
reduced  to  2  ^.  4  rf.  the  loss  would  be  very  trifling.  One  of  the  new  duties 
makes  this  article  4  J  rf.  per  cwt. ;  if  it  were  charged  at  a  farthing  per  pound 
it  would  occasion  less  trouble  in  the  collection.  There  is  an  entry  of  the 
Customs,  to  which  I  may  be  allowed  to  refer.  There  are  many  articles,  the 
duties  of  which  are  charged  on  the  pound,  which  are  set  down  in  hundred- 
weights, quarters,  and  pounds,  such  as  tea,  coffee,  spice,  and  other  things ;  the 
tare  is  taken  off  in  the  same  way,  and  the  net  weight  is  reduced  into  pounds, 
in  order  to  charge  the  duty.  I  beg  to  put  in  a  Table,  showing  a  duty  paid  on 
entry  of  tea. 

[The  same  was  delivered  m,  and  is  as  follows :] 
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LONDON  DOCKS. 


HOME   CONSUMPTION. 


»9   - 

Jamtt  Latirit,  Esq. 


5  May  1853. 


Jmy  Robsart, 

British  Ship. 


J.  Nixon,  from  Canton. 

James  Laurie. 


/N.  Cwt.  grs.  lbs. 

/M /No.  4,103  0  1  19 

\/                4  0  1  19 

5  0  1  19 

6  0  1  18 

7  0  1  19 

8  0  1  20 

9  0  1  20 
4,110  0  1  19 


3     1   13 

1     0  16  Tare,  &C. 


2    0  26 


lbs. 
47 
47 
47 
46 
47 
48 
48 
47 

377 
128 


249 


April  23d,  1849. 


[N.B. — The  above  is  copy  of  an  entry 
which  passed  through  the  Custom  House, 
London,  and  the  improvement  suggested 
as  to  stating  the  weights,  is  given  in  red 
ink.] 


Eight  half-chests,  containing  two 
hundred  and  forty-nine  pounds 
Black  Tea.  Warehoused  by  J.  Lau- 
rie, March  10th,  1848. 


£.    s.    d. 

249  lbs.  at  2/1  per  lb.  -    25  18     9 

5  per  cent  •      15  11 


£.27     4     8 


[The  duty  of  2/1  and  5  per  cent 
per  lb.  is  »  2/2i,  the  decimals  for 
which  are — 
£. 
•109875 
249 


984375 
437500 
218750 


27-234375 

27*234  per  £.  of  1000  farthings. 
£.Q7.  4.  8i  of    960     ditto.] 


Memoraatbim. — ^The  above  Words  and  Figures  printed  between  brackets  [    ]  were  writ- 
ten with  Red  Ink  in  the  original. 


0.66. 


0  a 


I  pat 
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I  put  ia  also  a  Table,  showing  my  proposal  for  a  Decimal  Currency  for  Great  Britain 

and  Colonies : 


PousD  Sterliho. 

Decimal  Pound. 

Decimals  of  the  Pound  of  1,000  Farthings 
reduced  into   Shillings,  Pence,  and   Far- 

960  Farthings. 

Farthings.         Penny.         Pence. 
4         =          1             240«3'£. 

1,000,  Farthings. 

Farthings.     Penny.  Pence 
6       =        1      200#'£. 

things  4r  t.  Sterling  of  960  Farthinga. 

£. 

D. 

F. 

100 

£. 

D. 

F. 

100 

Pence.           Shilling.      Shillings. 

Pence.     Shilling.  Shillings. 

•001 

- 

- 

96 

•026 

6 

0 

96 

12         =          1               20  ^£, 

10       =        1        20  4P£. 

•002 

-. 

1 

92 

•027 

6 

1 

92 

•003 

- 

2 

88 

•028 

6 

2 

88 

Shillings.          Florin.          Florins. 
2         =          1               10#'£. 

Shillings.      Florin.  Florins. 
2      =        I        \0V£. 

•008J 

•004 

•006 

'- 

3 
3 
0 

84 
80 

•028J 

•029 

•030 

6 
6 
7 

8 
3 

0 

84 
80 

Shillings.         Crown.           Crowns. 
6=1                 44p'£. 

Shillings.     Dollar.      Dollars. 
4       =        1          b^£. 

•006 

•006J 

•007 

1 
2 
2 

76 
72 

•031 

•0814 

•082 

7 
7 
7 

1 
2 
2 

76 
72 

1     1         III 

1 

•008 

8 

68 

•088 

7 

8 

68 

In  Account: — 

1 

£.      8. 

D. 

F. 

£. 

fn  Account : 

£. 

•009 
•009g 

2 
2 

0* 

1 

64 

•084 
•0843 

8 
8 

0 

1 

64 

2  Gold  Coins  : 

3  Gold  Coins  : 

•010 

2 

1 

60 

•086 

8 

1 

60 

Sovereign 

1 

. 

— 

- 

I'OOO 

Double  Sovereign 

2-000 

•Oil 
•012 

2 
2 

2 

66 
62 

•086 
•087 

8 
8 

2 
8 

6Q 
62 

Half  do.  . 

- 

10 

_^ 

•600 

Sovereign    - 
Half  do.      - 

1-000 
•600 

•012} 

8 

0 

•037J 

9 

0 

: 

•018 

3 

0 

48 

•038 

9 

0 

48 

7  Silver  Coins: 

7  Silver  Coins  : 

•014 
•016 

3 
3 

1 

2 

44 
40 

•089 
•040 

9 
9 

1 
2 

44 

40 

Crown     - 

- 

6 

— 

- 

•250 

Dollar  or               "1 
Double  Florin     -J 

•200 

•016j 

3 

3 

. 

•040i 

9 

8 

- 

Half  do.  . 

. 

2 

6 

- 

•126 

•016 

3 

8 

36 

•041 

9 

3 

86 

Florin 

— 

2 

- 

~ 

•100 

Florin 

•100 

•017 

0 

82 

•042 

10 

0 

82 

Shilling  - 

.. 

1 

. 

- 

•050 

Shilling      - 

•050 

•018 

1 

28 

•048 

10 

1 

28 

Sixpence 

— 

- 

6 

- 

•025 

Half  shilling 

•025 

•018i 

2 

— 

•048i 

10 

2 

- 

Fourpence 

- 

- 

4 

- 

•0107 

Fourpence  - 

•020 

•010 

2 

24 

•044 

10 

2 

24 

Threepence 

- 

- 

8 

- 

•0126 

Twopence   - 

•010 

•020 

3 

20 

•046 

10 

8 

20 

One  penny  - 

•006 

•021 

6 

6 

16 

•046 

11 

0 

16 

•0212 

6 

1 

- 

•046j 

11 

1 

• 

4  Copper  Coins  : 

8  Copper  Coins: 

•022 

6 

1 

12 

•047 

11 

1 

18 

Penny 
Half  do. 
Farthing  - 

- 

I 

2 
1 

•00416 
•00208 
•00104 

Halfpenny  - 
One  farthing 
Half  farthing 

•0026 

•001 

•0006 

•023 

-    -024 

•026 

6 
6 
6 

2 
8 
0 

08 
04 

•048 
•049 
•060 

11 
11 
12 

2 
8 
0 

08 
04 

Half  Farthing  - 

■• 

— 

"* 

i 

•00062 

1 

In  the  decimal  £.  three  new  coins  ar 

e  suggested,  a  double  sovereign 

or  £. ;  a  double  florin,  or  dolhu-y  to  be 

in  8ym])athy  with  the  eagle  and 

! 

dollar  of  the  U.  S.  of  America,  and  the 

almost  universal  Spanish  dollar. 

These  coins  would  be  us  welcome  in 

every  foreign   country  as  the 

sovereign,  and  tend  to  facilitate  comr 

nerce.     The  decimal  -of  the  £. 

1 

has  been  appropriately  named  "  Florii 

I'by  H.R.H.  Prince  Albert, 

t 

and  is  in  harmony  with  the  Dutch  an 

[1  German  coins  of  that  name. 

A  silver  penny  would  be  less  cumbers 
would  resemble  the  beautiful  6  cent 

onie  than  the  copper  one,  and 
silver  pieces  of  Holland,  mlue 

^ 

one  penny. 

Each  decimal  coin  to  have  iu  name 

and  proportionate  value  of  the 

£.  stamped  upon  it. 

1 

The  great,  or  inherent  defect  of  the  £.  sterling  is,  that  it  contains  960  farthings  instead  of  1,000. 

It  is  placed  in  tlie  first  division,  its  coins  expressed  in  £.  s.  d«  and  f.,  and  also  in  £.  and  decimals.  The  second 
contains  the  pro.)osed  decimal  £.  with  its  coins;  and  the  third,  decimals  of  this  £.  reduced  into  s.  d.  f.  and  decimals, 
thus  showing  the  precise  value  of  the  decimal  coins  in  those  of  the  £.  sterling.  All  the  coins  of  both  pounds,  from  six- 
pence upwards,  are  decimally  expressed  the  same,  and  only  those  of  less  value  are  affected,  whether  the  £.  contains  960 
or  1,000  farthingit.  Five  decimal  farthings  are  equal  to  4-^^  farthings  ^  £.  sterling,  making  a  difference  of  4  ^  cent. 
If  the  penny  were  assumed  at  five  farthings,  and  other  coins  in  proportion,  the  £.  would  then  be  decimally  complete, 
without  altering  the  name  of  any  coin,  or  other  change,  than  the  mode  of  expressing  them  in  account,  and  this  being  by 
decimals,  is  so  simple  and  easily  understood,  that  he  who  runs  may  count— -his  fingers  being  a  text  book— 6  and  6  make 
10,  and  10  times  10—100,  and  so  on. 
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195.  Mr.  J.  B.  Smith.]  Supposino;  the  unit  were  10^.,  to  be  called  a  pounds  James  Laurie,  llnti. 
instead  of  20^.  as  it  is  now,  and  the  lO^y.  were  divided  into  1,000  part?,  conld  ■ 

you  frame  a  table  of  decimals  of  the  pound  similar  to  the  table  you  have  put      5  May  1853. 
in,  stating  the  value  of  the  pound,  shillings,  and  .pence,  in  relation  to  the  sup- 
posed unit  of  a  pound  ?-— Yes,  I  think  I  could. 

1  g6.  Will  you  make  out  a  table  and  present  it  to  the  Committee  at  a  future 
meeting?  — I  will. 

197.  Chairman.]  Have  you  any  general  observation  that  you  wish  to  offer  to 
the  Committee  upon  the  subject  upon  consideration  ? — I  will  say  a  word  or  two 
on  the  Customs'  duties.  If  they  were  levied  in  decimal  farthings  to  the  pound 
avoirdupois,  the  business  of  the  Custom-house  would  be  immensely  simplified 
and  facilitated,  and  the  time  now  occupied  in  passing  one  duty-paid  entry, 
would  be  sufficient  to  pass  10  by  the  new  system. 

198.  Mr.  W.  Broivn.]  How  many  clerks  might  be  dispensed  with? — ^It 
would  render  some  unnecessary ;  but  i  think  these  clerks  might  be  engaged 
in  checking  stocks  in  the  docks,  a  duty  that  is  not  now  performed.  Another 
advantage  of  the  decimal  system  is,  that  the  money  would  prove  the  weights 
and  the  weights  would  prove  the  money. 

199.  I  vrish  it  to  appear  distinctly  whether  a  four  cent  piece,  or  a  four  mil 
piece,  and  l-24th,  would  not  exactly  represent  the  present  penny  ? — I  will  con- 
sider that,  and  inform  you  at  your  next  meeting. 

lieutenant-General  Sir  Charles  Win.  Pasley,  k.  c.  B.,  called  in  ;  and  Examined. 

200.  Chairman.]  ARE  you  a  Lieutenant-general  in  the  Royal  Engineers  ? —     Lieut-Gencral 
I  am  removed  from  the  Royal  Engineers,  as  a  general  officer  unemployed,  but    Sir  C.  fF.  Pasiey^ 
am  usually  spoken  of  as  if  I  still  belonged  to  the  corps.  k.cb. 

201.  I  believe  you  have  turned  your  attention  very  much  to  the  question  of         

weights,  measures,  and  the  money  of  this  country? — I  have. 

202.  You  have  published  a  work  on  that  subject,  I  believe? — I  have,  in  1834. 

203.  Will  you  state  to  the  Committee  whether,  in  your  opinion,  there  is  any 
inconvenience  in  the  present  monetary  system,  and  if  so,  what  that  inconve- 
nience consists  of? — llie  great  inconvenience  is,  that  in  accounts  you  have 
to  multiply.  There  are  many  complex  accounts  in  which  you  have  first  to 
reduce  pounds  into  shillings,  pence,  and  farthings,  and  afterwards  to  reduce 
them  back  again  by  division  into  pounds,  which  is  exceedingly  inconvenient. 
I  believe  the  inconvenience  is  acknowledged  by  every  person  except  those  who 
are  in  the  habit  of  working  out  accounts  daily  by  routine. 

204.  Does  it  not  require  a  great  deal  of  clerical  labour,  and  does  it  not  also 
render  errors  very  probable  in  large  accounts  r — Yes. 

205.  Is  there  any  peculiar  advantage  in  the  present  monetar}^  system  r — 
None  whatever,  that  I  see.  I  consider  that  the  pound  sterling  is  the  most 
judicious  unit  that  we  can  have  for  our  monetary  system,  and  that  any  alteration 
of  that,  such  as  has  been  suggested,  would  create  great  confusion.  I  think  it 
would  be  equally  disadvantageous  to  reduce  the  units  to  half  sovereigns,  as 
proposed,  or  to  the  four  shilling  or  five  shilling  pieces,  like  the  American  dollar, 
and  still  more  to  the  shilling,  or  anything  equivalent  to  the  French  franc. 

206.  Can  you  state  to  the  Committee,  supposing  you  should  consider  it  desi- 
rable, what  changes  you  would  recommend? — 1  should  advise  that  pounds 
sterling  should  be  divided  into  1,000  equal  parts,  and  that  the  mode  of  reckoning 
accounts  should  be  by  the  pound,  and  tenth  of  a  pound,  cents  or  hundredth  parts, 
and  by  thousandth  parts,  which  I  proposed  to  call  tithings,  they  being  the  tenth 
part  of  a  cent. 

207.  What  would  be  the  value  of  the  cent?— It  would  be  equal  to  2^d. 
of  the  present  money;  The  florin  has  lately  been  established,  and  I  should 
propose  that  accounts  be  kept  in  pounds,  florins,  cents,  and  tenth  parts  of  a 
cent.  I  proposed  to  use  the  word  tithing,  because,  as  a  farthing  is  the  fourth 
thing  or  fourth  part  of  a  penny,  so  the  tithing  would  have  reference  to  the  cent. 

208.  You  would  have  four  columns  of  figures? — There  need  not  be  four  columns 
of  figures  if  you  kept  the  account  in  pounds,  cents,  and  tithings ;  but  I  see  a 
difficulty  in  that  for  common  tradesmen,  because  those  who  are  not  accustomed 
to  the  decimal  system,  might  add  for  instance  15  cents  and  5  cents  in  the  same 
column  together,  and  obtidn  65  cents  through  mistake ;  but  if  you  put  pounds, 
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Lieuu-Oenerftl     florins,  cents,  and  tithings,  it  would  create  no  confusion  with  persons  who  have 
Sir  C.  fy.  Padey^  been  unaccustomed  to  calculate  decimally. 

'^•^•^'  209.  Would  it  not  be  more  simple  to  have  the  pound,  florin,  and  tithing 

-.      g  simply  ? — The  tithing  is  the .  tenth  part  of  the  cent,  and  I  think,  as  we  keep 

5    ay  >  53«      accounts  by  pounds,  shillings,  pence,  and  farthings,  that  accounts  should  in 

future  be  kept  by  pounds,  florins,  cents,  and  tithings.     I  do  not  think  the  term 

farthings  is  applicable. 

210.  You  would  wish  to  assimilate  it  as  nearly  as  possible,  as  J  understand,  to 
the  present  mode  of  keeping  accounts  ? — ^That  is  for  the  convenience  of  persons 
who  are  not  mathematicians,  and  are  not  accustomed  to  work  out  accounts 
mathematically. 

211.  Would  it  not  be  easier  to  keep  accounts  by  the  pounds,  florins^  and 
tithings  ? — I  think  that  the  cent  is  so  well  established  a  term  as  being  the  hun- 
dredth part  of  anything,  that  it  would  be  more  convenient  than  the  thousandth 
part.  I  think  it  would  be  more  convenient  to  say  pounds,  florins,  cents,  and 
tithings,  than  pounds,  florins,  and  tithings,  because  the  same  difficulties  before 
alluded  to  woidd  exist  with  persons  not  accustomed  to  decimal  arithmetic* 

212.  If  you  had  pounds,  florins,  and  tithings  only,  and  in  the  third  column 
you  placed  the  hundredths  of  a  florin  and  the  tenths  of  a  florin,  would  not  that 
be  more  simple  ? — It  would  be  understood  by  persons  accustomed  to  mathe* 

«»  matical  calculations  ;  but  others  might  make  mistakes  in  such  a  sum,  if  tithings 
only  were  used  as  the  hundredth  part  of  a  florin.  I  think  that  would  cause 
confusion  in  the  minds  of  persons  not  accustomed  to  decimal  arithmetic, 
because  they  would  be  very  apt  to  misplace  the  numbers  of  tithings  if  entered 
in  one  column. 

215.  Would  they  not  be  apt  to  misplace  the  numbers  in  your  system  ?— They 
cannot  misplace  the  numbers  if  the  accounts  are  kept  in  pounds,  florins,  ceats, 
and  tenths  of  a  cent  or  tithings.  Those  who  are  accustomed  to  common  arith- 
metic could  not  possibly  make  a  mistake  in  compound  multiplication  or  com- 
pound division  by  this  mode. 

2 1 4.  Mr.  J.  Bali]  The  difficulty  you  apprehend,  I  think,  is,  that  if  you  did 
not  include  the  four  denominations,  there  would  be  more  than  one  figure  neces- 
sary to  indicate  each  particular  sum  ?  —Yes. 

215.  You  think  it  desirable  that  one  figure  only  should  stand  as  indicating 
each  particular  description  of  coin  ;  for  instance,  you  would  write  .5  cents  and 
6  mils,  instead  of  writing  55  mils?— I  think  there  might  be  great  confusion  in 
multiplying  and  dividing  amongst  persons  who  were  only  accustomed  to  com- 
mon arithmetic.  If  the  term  mil  be  adopted,  then  I  should  certainly  put  down 
5  cents  and  5  mils,  instead  of  55  mils.  Education  is  now  so  much  advanced, 
and  arithmetic  is  so  well  taught  amongst  the  lower  classes,  that  there  might, 
perhaps,  be  a  simpUfication  of  it  hereafter ;  but  I  should  fear  that  at  present  it 
might  confuse  persons  who  are  only  accustomed  to  the  present  mode  of  keeping 
accounts. 

216.  Chairman.]  Either  way  of  keeping  accounts  would  be  easier  than  the 
present,  would  it  not  ? — Much  easier. 

217.  Whether  you  take  the  three  denominations  or  the  four,  it  would  be 
much  more  simple  than  the  present  way  of  keeping  accounts  ? — Much  mcwre 
simple  by  four,  but  not  otherwise ;  I  did  not  think  so  at  first,  because  I  had 
only  been  accustomed  to  decimal  arithmetic.  Professor  De  Morgan,  of  London 
University,  who  published  in  the  British  Almanac  in  the  same  way  that  1  did, 
has  given  examples  of  the  advantage  of  decimals ;  but  he  being  a  niathematician, 
it  did  not  occur  to  him,  nor  did  it  occur  to  myself,  that  it  was  necessary  to  have 
a  denomination  for  the  pound,  the  tenth  part  of  a  pound,  the  hundredth  part  (rf 
a  pound,  and  the  thousandth  part  of  a  pound.  I  now  think  there  ought  to  be 
a  distinct  denomination  for  each  ;  otherwise  it  might  create  difficulty  and  cause 
mistakes  amongst  persons  accustomed  only  to  keep  accounts  by  the  present 
system. 

218.  Mr.  J.  B.  Sihith.]  The  way  of  keeping  accounts  at  present  is  by  three 
columns;  pounds,  shillings,  and  pence? — But  there  are  farthings;  so  that 
there  are  four  denominations. 

219.  Mr.  W.  Brown.]  To  express  1/.  19*.  Hid.  under  the  present  system 
requires  seven  figures ;  out  if  you  express  1  pound,  9  florins,  and  99  farthings^ 
it  would  only  require  four  figures ;  so  that  in  that  single  entry  there  wonU 
be  a  saving  of  three  out  of  seven;  is  that  so? — ^I  shcwld  propose  1  pound, 

9  florins, 
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9  florins,  9  cents,  and  9  farthings,  (if  you  choose  to  call  them  farthings)  as  a      Lieut.-General 
great  improvement ;  you  have  the  same  number  of  figures,  but  there  is  no  risk    Sir  C.  W.  Pa$ley, 
of  confusion  to  persons  who  have  learnt  simple  arithmetic.     If  you  write  99  and  ^*  ^*  *' 

9  both  under  one  denomination,  it  would  be  necessary  to  place  a  0  before  the      "T7      T" 
aeoond  9.  ^  ^^^  ^^^ 

220.  If  the  account  were  kept  in  four  columns  instead  of  three,  it  would 
obviate  any  mistake  from  the  number  of  figures  ? — It  would  ;  I  consider  that  a 
great  improvement,  though  1  did  not  contemplate  it  when  I  published  my 
book. 

221.  Would  it  create  any  difficulty  in  the  payment  of  the  troops? — I  should 
think  not ;  1  do  not  see  that  it  would  make  any  difficulty. 

222.  The  payment  of  the  soldiers  being  generally  1 1  rf.,  or  some  such  sum, 
there  would  be  a  fraction  ;  how  would  you  get  over  that  difficulty  ? — In  paying 
the  troops  there  are  fractions  at  present,  and  very  inconvenient  ones ;  the  only 
difficulty  would  be  with  the  pence  and  farthings,  and  I  should  think  that  might 
very  easily  be  remedied. 

223.  To  illustrate  the  subject  we  will  take  the  penny  postage.  We  could 
BOt  without  a  new  coin  represent  the  penny,  and  six  of  those  coins  would 
represent  the  25  mils  of  the  value  of  6rf.  Sixpence  would  be  equal  to  24 
cents.,  26  mils.  In  regard  to  papng  the  penny  postage,  which  is  equal  to 
4 J  tithings,  you  could  not  convert  that  into  decimal  money  ? — 

224.  If  you  were  to  pay  four  mils  at  the  present  moment  for  a  penny  stamp 
it  would  be  a  loss  of  4  per  cent,  to  the  Government,  and  if  you  pay  five  mils  it 
would  be  a  gain  of  about  17  per  cent,  to  the  Government.  I  fear  the  same 
difficulty  might  arise  in  the  payment  of  the  troops,  unless  we  had  a  coin  of  four 
mils  and  j^  of  a  mil,  that  exactly  representing  the  present  penny,  and  six  of 
them  representing  the  present  sixpence  ? — 

225.  Mr.  y.  Ball.]  Perhaps  I  may  explain  that  question  by  putting  another ; 
would  not  the  difficulty  suggested  be  met  by  the  payment  of  a  small  decimal 
coin  in  compensation  for  any  loss  that  might  arise  in  the  payment  of  the 
previous  week? — I  should  think  it  might  be  reduced  to  mils. 

226  Even  supposing  it  were  not  possible  to  reduce  the*pay  now  allowed  to 
the  troops,  and  that  the  Oovernment  thought  proper  to  keep  up  the  existing 
pay,  might  they  not  make  a  small  decimal  payment  one  week  to  compensate  for 
any  loss  the  men  might  have  sustained  in  the  previous  week  ?—  I  should  think 
that  might  be  done,  and  I  will  give  an  instance  of  it :  It  has  been  the  order  for 
inany  years  to  pay  the  troops  their  pay  daily,  and  the  sum  due  to  the  soldier 
beyond  his  rations,  and  other  articles  that  are  to  be  defrayed  by  him,  is  generally 
reduced  into  small  fractions,  but  when  I  had  the  command  of  the  Koyal  Sappers 
and  Miners,  whose  pay  is  rather  higher  than  that  of  the  troops  of  the  Une,  I 
never  paid  them  any  fractional  sums,  such  as  J  rf.  A  man  might  have  to 
receive  less  one  week,  and  more  the  next,  but  he  was  always  paid  so  as  to  avoid 
small  fractions.  I  do  not  recollect  how  I  avoided  that  difficulty  exactly,  because 
I  have  been  long  out  of  the  habit  of  paying  soldiers. 

227.  Mr.  W.  Brown.']  Supposing  that  the  Government  were  willing  to  give 
us  a  coin  exactly  representing  the  present  penny,  would  not  that  obviate  all 
thQ  difficulty  with  respect  to  bridge  tolls  and  the  penny  postage,  and  also  the 
pay  of  soldiers ;  if  you  had  to  make  a  payment  in  two  coins,  that  is  one  coin 
and  a  fraction,  might  it  not  lead  to  much  more  difficulty  and  inconvenience 
than  if  it  were  all  in  one  coin  ?— It  did  not  occur  to  me  whether  it  would  be 
worth  while  to  have  a  separate  coin  on  that  account ;  it  does  not  strike  me  ' 
that  it  would  be  necessary. 

228.  Unless  you  had  a  separate  coin,  would  you  not  have  to  encounter  con- 
siderable difficidty  under  present  Acts  of  Parliament  by  which  a  penny  is  paid 
for  a  stamp,  and  as  a  toll,  and  where  parties  would  either  sustain  a  great 
loss,  amounting  to  four  per  cent.,  if  they  took  the  four  mils,  or  gain  17  per 
cent,  if  they  took  the  five  mils.  I  am  afraid  the  public  would  not  be  content  to 
pay  the  higher  sum  in  the  one  case,  nor  the  toll-keeper  content  to  receive  the 
lower  sum  in  the  other ;  and  with  the  view  of  obviating  that  difficulty,  would  it 
not  be  better  to  substitute  a  coin  exactly  representing  the  penny  ? — I  had  not 
considered  that  question,  and  it  is  difficult  to  give  an  answer  all  at  once  upon 
a  question  of  that  kind,  as  to  whioh  one  is  not  prepared ;  but  I  should  think 
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Lieut.-Gcneral    it  might  be  desirable  *o  prevent  future  Acts  of  Parliament  being  made  iik 
Sir  C.  JV.  Paslei/,  reference  to  one  penny,      'he  new  decimal  coinage  should  be  established. 

^' ^* "'  229.  Mr.  Hamilton.]  Would  it  not,  on  the  other  hand,  introduce  an  incon- 

^  venience  the  having  a  new  and  separate  coin  inconsistent  with  the  general 

5      J  1  53-      arrangements  of  a  decimal  system  ? — I  cannot  give  an  answer  all  at  once  to  a 
subject  I  have  not  considered. 

230.  Chairman.']  I  understand  you  to  say,  that  so  far  as  the  pay  of  the  army 
is  concerned,  with  which  you  are  practically  acquainted,  you  do  not  see  any 
real  difficulty  to  the  introduction  of  the  decimal  system:— I  do  not.  There 
are  some  accounts  kept  in  which  a  farthing  will  occur,  and  when  it  comes  to 
that  it  is  either  omitted  or  turned  into  a  hal^enny. 

23 1 .  The  same  way  of  paying  the  troops  could  be  followed  if  the  decimal 
system  were  adopted  ? — I  do  not  at  present  see  any  difficulty,  although  I  have 
not  considered  it  in  detail. 

232.  If  the  decimal  system  were  adopted,  have  you  considered  what  coins 
it  would  be  proper  to  issue? — It  struck  me  that  the  severely,  the  half 
sovereign,  and  also  the  5  s.  piece  in  gold  might  be  desirable.  I  did  not  pro- 
pose the  latter  at  the  time  I  wrote,  but  I  thought  afterwards  that  it  might 
be  desirable. 

233.  What  silver  coins  would  you  propose? — In  the  silver  coins  the  highest 
denomination  would  be  20  cents,  a  4^.  coin,  or  2  florins;  then  10  cents,  a 
florin  ;  then  the  5  cents  or  1  s.  might  be  continued ;  next  the  2i  cents  or  6  d. ; 
1 4  cent  or  3  ^. ;  and  1  cent,  equal  to  2  d.  ^^ths.  I  do  not  think  that  5  s.  silver 
coins  would  be  desirable ;  in  fact,  1  doubt  whether  even  a  4  ^.  silver  coin  would 
be  desirable ;  perhaps  florins  might  be  most  convenient.  Every  person  who 
has  anything  to  do  with  boatmen,  or  cabmen  knows  perfectly  well  that  they 
never  admit  that  they  have  change  for  a  5  s.  piece  or  a  half-crown.  If  you 
saved  anything  in  weight  by  carrying  5  s.  pieces  and  2$.  6d.  pieces,  it  would 
be  desirable  to  keep  them  in  circulation ;  but  as  you  save  nothing  in  weight, 

1  rather  think  that  the  1  florin  would  be  a  very  good  point  to  stop  at,  or  at 
all  events  the  2  florin  piece.     I  would  not  go  higher. 

234.  As  you  have  recommended  a  gold  coin  of  5  s.^  it  would  be  almost  super- 
fluous, would  it  not^  to  have  a  silver  coin  of  4  s.  ? — I  think  it  would.  1  would 
leave  out  the  silver  coin  of  4  s.,  because  you  save  nothing  in  weight. 

235.  Will  yj)u  state  what  copper  coins  you  recommend  to  be  issued? — I 
would  recommend  a  5  tithing  or  5  mil  piece  (if  they  are  to  be  called  mils),  a 

2  tithing  piece,  and  a  1  tithing  piece. 

.  236.  Would  it  not  be  a  less  degree  of  change  if  you  were  to  have  the  4  tith- 
ings  instead  of  the  5  tithings  ? — I  do  not  know  but  it  might,  because,  in  order 
to  pay  10,  you  must  have  two  4  tithing  pieces  and  one  2  tithing  piece. 

237.  It  would  approximate  nearer  to  the  present  penny  ? — Yes ;  a  penny  is 
very  little  more  than  4  tithings. 

238.  Then  you  would  recommend  1  tithing  or  1  mil,  2  tithings  and  4  tith- 
ings ? — Yes. 

239.  Would  you  propose  to  have  any  coin  of  mixed  metal? — No,  I  would 
not  have  any.  I  think  it  is  particularly  objectionable.  I  see  no  necessity  for 
it  at  all. 

240.  Have  you  considered  what  the  eflFect  of  such  a  change  might  be  with 
regard  to  the  purchases  and  the  pecuniary  transactions  of  the  lower  classes  in 
this  country ;  whether  it  might  not  create  a  prejudice  in  their  minds  to  have 
a  denomination  of  coins,  to  which  they  are  so  much  accustomed,  altered  ? — I 
do  not  think  it  would. 

241.  Mr.  fV.  Brown.]  Supposing  the  poor  man  could  exchange  his  6rf.,  for 
which  he  now  only  receives  24  farthings,  for  25  mils,  do  you  think  any  serious 
objection  could  be  made  to  it? — I  do  not  see  that  any  objection  could  be  made 
to  it. 

242.  Chairman.]  Do  you  see  any  objection  to  adopting  the  word  mil  instead 
of  tithing  ? — None  whatever. 

243.  It  is  more  familiar  to  the  English  ear,  I  believe  ? — It  is ;  mil  is  under^ 
stood  in  America  as  the  ^^th  part  of  a  dollar.  I  do  not  think  it  signifies 
whether  we  say  mil  or  tithing.  • 

244-  Mr.  ff^*  Brown.]  Do  you  conceive  that  if  we  were  to  assimilate  our 
coin  to  that  of  France^  or  the   United  States^  or  any  other  country,  we 

should 
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should  derive  any  advantage  ? — I  think  not ;  I  think  it  would  create  the  greatest     Lieut.-General 
confusion.  S''  ^-  '^-  ^'"''9' 

K  C    S 

245.  Do  you  see  any  certaiuty  in  its  permanency,  inasmuch  as  continental  ' 

powers  and  despotic  governments  debase  their  coin  ? — I  see  every  objection  to       5  ^iav  1853. 
giving  up  the  pound  sterling,  and  no  advantage  in  it:  the  French  decimal 
coinage  is  only  adopted  in  a  ^  ery  small  part  of  the  Continent,  in  countries 
immediately  in  contact  with  France,  but  in  no  other  part  of  Europe. 

240.  Mr.  J.  Bn/L]  Have  you  considered  the  matter  of  what  was  an  incon- 
venience arising  from  the  different  system  of  coinages  in  different  countries 
which  do  not  pass  coinage  reciprocally  ? — I  have  not  considered  that ;  I  have 
travelled  very  little  of  late. 

247.  ^\lthough  you  sec  strong  objections  to  the  adoption  of  any  existing 
system  of  coinage,  do  you  not  conceive  it  would  be  most  advantageous  to 
commerce  and  to  private  individuals,  if  international  arrangements  could  be 
made,  which  would  admit  of  the  standard  coinage  of  one  country  passing  in 
another  ? — Certainly  it  would  ;  but  I  should  prefer  sticking  to  our  own  unit, 
the  pound  sterling,  and  its  decimal  parts,  and  admitting  of  no  other. 

248.  For  that  purpose,  would  it  be  necessary  that  the  unit  in  one  country 
should  be  identical  with  the  unit  in  the  other? — I  do  not  see  the  necessity 
of  it, 

249.  Supposing,  for  instance,  that  the  French  Government  should  adopt  gold 
as  the  standard  of  value,  and  should  make  a  piece  of  20  francs  the  unit,  or 
should  retain  the  existing  franc  as  the  unit,  in  either  case,  if  by  an  international 
arrangement  the  two  countries  agreed  that  the  gold  coins  coined  at  the  Mint 
should  he  respectively  of  the  value  of  20  and  25,  then  there  would  be  no  objec- 
tion to  the  coin  of  each  country  being  made  a  legal  tender  at  those  respective 
rates: — If  two  countries  adopted  the  same  standard  of  gold,  or  the  same  assay, 
I  should  think  that  might  be  done,  and  that  it  would  be  desirable,  because  I 
believe  25  francs  a^e  considered  as  near  as  possible  a  pound  sterhng  now. 

250.  If  the  two  countries  should  agree  to  fix  upon  a  uniform  standard  of 
fineness  of  gold,  and  to  adopt  gold  as  the  standard  of  value,  there  would  be  no 
practical  difficulty,  so  long  as  they  adhered  to  the  convention  on  the  subject,  in 
admitting  the  coins  to  pass  reciprocally  in  the  two  countries  ? — 1  see  none  ; 
and  it  would  be  a  great  advantage  to  both  countries,  at  least  to  travellers, 

251.  Mr.  IV.  Browft.']  Assuming  that  ihe  value  of  the  sovereign  and  the 
weight  and  fineness  are  precisely  the  same  in  France  as  here,  when  an  indivi- 
dual in  this  country  has  a  payment  to  make  to  another  in  France,  would  it  not 
be  much  more  convenient  to  make  it  in  the  shape  of  a  bill  of  exchange  rather 
than  to  remit  gold,  having  reference  to  the  freights  charged  to  transmit 
specie  from  one  country  to  another?—  I  should  think  it  would ;  but  at  the  same 
time,  if  the  same  fineness  could  be  adopted,  it  would  be  an  advantage  to  travel- 
lers on  a  small  scale,  who  do  not  deal  in  millions  or  thousands  of  francs. 


It 


252.  That  is,  it  would  be  an  advantage  to  travellers  on  a  small  scale,  but 
would  not,  you  think,  supply  the  great  wants  of  the  community  ? — No,  1  do 
not  think  it  would. 

2.*) 3.  Chairman.]  Would  the  adoption  of  a  decimal  system  of  coinage  in 
this  country  be  followed,  probably,  by  the  adoption  of  a  decimal  system  of 
weights  and  measures? — I  think  it  ought  to  be  followed  by  a  decimal  system 
of  weights  and  measures. 

254.  In  the  new  denomination  of  money  would  the  decimal  subdivision  of 
the  pound  sterling,  as  combined  with  the  same  in  weights  and  measures,  be 
found  very  advantageous  ? — Very  advantageous  indeed, 

255.  Can  you  give  the  Committee  an  example  of  that? — I  have  given  a 
number  of  examples  in  my  book  of  the  difficulties  that  are  met  with  in  the  old 
system.  I  have  there  pointed  out  also  a  system  of  weights  and  measures  which 
might  be  made  general  for  all  countries.  But  taking  our  weights  as  we  have 
them  now,  if  the  pound  were  the  unit  of  weight,  and  if  the  10  pound  weight, 
the  100  pound  weight,  and  the  1,000  pound  weight  were  adopted,  instead  of 
stones,  quarters,  hundredweights,  and  tons,  and  all  the  multiplicity  of  local 

0.66.  D  weights ; 
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Utut^-OwMd     wdgfats ;  that^  combined  with  the  decimal  system  ef  money,  would  {iaciUttfte 
9it  C.  tv.  P4t$i^,   calculations  extremely.      It  would  render  eyerything  easy  which  is  now  very 
''*^'**  complex. 

S  May  iBfts*  ^5^--  ^^*  ^*  Broum.]  You  are  probably  aware  that  the  Bank  of  England  do 

buy  gold  and  silver  now  decimally  ? — I  believe  it  buys  them  by  the  ounce. 

257.  By  the  troy  ounce? — Yes;  but  either  troy  weight  or  avoirdupois 
weight  ought  to  be  abolished. 

258.  To  which  do  you  think  we  should  resort  ? — I  think  we  ought  only  to 
have  one  pound  weight,  the  avoiidupois  pound. 

259.  Chairman.']  Probably  you  will  give,  as  a  comparison  of  the  two  systems, 
an  instance  of  each  from  your  own  publication  ? — As  an  example  of  ^e  cal- 
cination by  the  present  system,  I  b^  to  offer  in  evidence  an  ironmonger's  bill, 
which  I  have  given  at  page  148  of  my  book.  I  take  first,  by  the  present 
English  weights  and  money,  215  tons,  17  cwt.,  3  qrs.,  and  9  Vtk.  of  ca$t4ron 
columns,  &c,  ut9L  ll4.  6id.  per  ton, ^md  I  have  worked  it  out  by  the  rule 
of  three,  thus : 


TOTI. 

Tons. 

CWtS. 

qn. 

Us. 

£.    s.    d. 

\8      1 
20 

:         216 

17 

3 

9 

9  11    ai 
20 

20 

4 

4317 

■4 

191 

12 

•80 
28 

17271 

26 

2S9e 

4 

2240  lbs. 

138^7 
34642 

bs. 

m 

9193farthicg8. 

483697] 
9193 

1460791 
4362373 
483697 
4362373 

224,0)444670722,1  (1984690  farthings. 
224 

2206 
2016 

1897 
1792 

1060 
896 

1647 
1344 

2032 
2016 


1621 


4)  19S4690  Tarthings. 
12) 496172 i 


2,0)4134,7.8} 


Answer    -    £.2067.  Us.  8  J  A 


I  give  an  example,  secondly,  by  the  new  system  of  we^hts  and  money  pro- 
posed:— 

Four 
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Four  handrad  and  eighty*three  thousand  Five  hundred  and  Ninety-seven  pounds  of  cast-  Lieut-General 

iron  columns,  Sic.,  at  four  pounds,  two  florins,  seven  cents,  and  five  titbings  per  thousand  Sir  C  W.  Faskm^ 

weight.  K.  c.  B. 


lbs. 

lbs. 

£.  fl.    C.    t. 

1000 

• 

48^597          : 
4275 

:          4     2     7     6 

2417985 
3385179 
967194 
1934388 


1000)  2067877,175 

2067377  or  2067  pounds,  3  florins,  7  cents,  7  tithings. 


A  oerson  accustomed  to  decimals  would  not  state  tbia  question  by  the  rule  of  three,  but 
woula  multiply  the  number  of  pounds  weight  by  the  sum  of  money,  and  strike  off  the 
last  three  figures  instead  of  dividing  by  1,000. 

260.  One  system  would  be  much  more  sin){de,  and  could  be  worked  out  in  a 
much  shorter  time  than  the  other  ? — No  doubt  of  it. 

2fii.  Do  you  wish  to  make  any  general  remarks  on  the  subject  of  decimal 
coinage  ? — I  do  not  think  that  there  is  anything  particular,  except  the  difficulty 
suggested  by  one  of  the  Committee  with  reference  to  the  pay  of  soldiers,  my 
remarics  upon  which  I  should  prefer  giving  on  a  subsequent  day,  after  con- 
sideration. 


Martu,  10*  dk  Maii^  1863^ 


MBMB£Ea  PRS3ENT. 


Mr.  Tuffaell 

Loid  Stanley, 

Mr.  John  Ball. 

Mr.  William  Brown. 

Mr.  John  Benjamin  Smith. 

Mr.  Moody. 


Mn  Card  well. 
Viscount  Gcdericii. 
Mr.  Hamilton. 
Sir  William  Clay. 
Mr.  Kinnaird. 


Thb  Right  Hon.  H.  TUFNELL,  in  the  Chair. 


5  May  1853. 


Professor  George  Biddell  Ahy  called  in;  and  Examined. 

262.  Chairman.'^  I  bblibye  you  hold  the  appointment  of  Astronomer  Royal  ? 
--"I  do. 

263.  Were  you  formerly  Chairman  of  the  Commission  appointed  in  1838  to 
consider  the  steps  to  be  taken  for  restoration  of  the  standards  of  weight  and 
nNMusure  ? — I  was. 

264.  Which  reported  in  1841 :— At  the  end  of  1841. 

265.  I  believe  you  are  now  Chairman  of  the  Commission  for  superintending 
the  construction  of  standards  of  weight  and  measure  ? — Yes,  which  Commission 
has  not  yet  made  its  Report. 

2()6.  In  the  Report  of  the  Commissioners  appointed  to  consider  the  restora- 
tion of  the  standards  of  weight  and  measure  in  1841,  you  made  some  allusion  to 
the  change  of  the  present  system  of  coinage  as  well  as  to  weights  and  measures  ? 
— We  made  allusion  to  that  subject,  because  it  appeared  to  be  so  very  intimately 
connected  with  a  change  in  the  weights  and  measures  that  we  could  scarcely 
avoid  it. 

267.  Since  that  time,  have  you  turned  your  attention  more  particularly  to  the 
monetary  system  in  this  country  ? — I  have  frequently  thought  of  it  since  that 
time. 

0.66.  D  2  268.  Will 
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Professor  268.  Will  you  State,  in  the  first  place,  what  you  consider  generally  to  be  the 

George  B.  Airy,     convenience  of  the  new  system  of  coinage? — The  conveniences  of  a  system 

'       of  coins  are  to  be  judged  of  in  two  ways ;  one  is  with  reference  to  the  multipli* 

10  May  1853,      cation  or  division  of  numbers  corresponding  to  the  multiplication  or  division  of 

the  numbers  in  which  articles  are  usually  packed ;   and  the  other  is   with 

reference  to  book  accounts  of  all  kinds.     As  an  instance  of  what  I  mean  by  the 

multiplication  or  division  of  packages,  I  may  state  this :  supposing  that  children's 

socks  cost  2d.  per  pair,  and  supposing  they  are  always  sold  in  dozens,  then  such 

a  scale  as  the  present,  connecting  the  penny  with  the  shilling,  is  a  convenient 

one ;  but  supposing,  at  the  same  time,  men's  stockings  are  sold  at  2  s.  per  pair, 

and  also  by  dozens,  then  you  come  into  a  different  scale,  connecting  the  shilling 

with  the  pound,  and  in  that  case  the  step  from  the  shilling  to  the  pound  presents 

no  convenience  at  all. 

269.  If  the  value  of  an  individual  article  were  a  number  of  whole  pence  less 
than  a  shilling,  and  such  goods  as  you  say  are  sold  by  dozens,  the  scale  of  12 
pence  to  the  shilling  would  be  a  convenient  one? — It  would. 

270.  If  any  individual  article  be  sold  for  a  number  of  shillings  less  than  a 
pound,  and  if  goods  be  sold  by  the  score,  it  is  also  a  convenient  system?— In 
that  case  the  scale  of  20  shillings  to  the  pound  is  convenient. 

271.  Is  it  also  convenient  when  the  price  of  any  article  is  expressed  partly 
by  shillings  and  partly  by  pence  ? — ^The  combination  of  two  parts  of  the  scale 
offers  no  convenience  with  any  multiple  whatever. 

272.  In  the  majority  of  commercial  transactions  in  general,  are  the  goods 
enumerated  expressed  by  two  denominations  of  coin? — A.  very  great  majority 
of  transactions  refer  to  two  denoiiiinations  of  coin,  shillings  and  pence,  or  pounds, 
shillings,  pence,  and  halfpence. 

273.  The  existing  scale,  in  your  opinion,  affords  no  convenience  whatever  to 
such  transactions  ? — None  whatever,  I  think. 

274.  Can  you  state  any  respect  in  which  it  is  a  convenient  scale  r — It  is  con- 
venient in  this  respect,  that  each  of  its  steps  is  divisible  by  two  twice,  and  I 
think  that  is  the  only  convenience  which  it  offers. 

2^75.  There  is  also  the  division  by  four? — That  is  by  two  twice,  but  the 
division  by  four  occurs  very  rarely  in  comparison  with  that  by  two. 

276.  Or  the  division  by  three  r — The  division  by  three  is  of  no  use  whatever. 
I  beg  particularly  to  state  that,  because  it  might  seem  at  first  that  the  multiple 
12  is  a  convenient  one,  because  it  involves  the  factor  3 ;  but  it  derives  no  con- 
venience whatever  from  that. 

277.  Does  the  present  system  entail  great  clerical  labour,  and  does  it  render 
accounts  of  any  length  liable  to  considerable  errors? — There  is  very  great 
liability  to  error,  and  it  costs  a  great  deal  of  labour.  I  might  say,  that  the 
labour  is  doubled  in  all  cases ;  by  which  I  mean,  that  in  multiplying  there  are 
two  mental  operations  to  be  performed  where  one  would  suffice.  For  instance, 
suppose  I  multiply  9  pence  by  7 :  7  times  9  makes  63,  that  is  one  opera- 
tion in  the  mind;  but  then  there  is  another  operation,  to  convert  that 
63  into  5  *.  ^d.;  and  although  in  that  case  the  numbers  are  related  in  a 
simple  way,  yet  in  many  they  are  related  in  such  a  complicated  way  that  they 
present  no  similar  features  at  all.  For  instance,  if  I  had  to  multiply  7  pence 
by  5,  it  would  be  35 ;  that  is  one  operation ;  but  then  the  mind  has  another 
operation  to  perform,  to  convert 4ihe  35  into  2^.  \\d.  without  any  common 
figure  in  the  calculation. 

278.  Mr.  J.  Ball.]  Does  it  not  appear  to  you  that  the  advantage  to  be  derived 
from  the  readier  divisibility  of  the  number  is  far  more  important  than  the  power 
of  multiplying?— I  think  you  will  find  that  divisions  are  very  seldom  performed 
upon  one  denomination  of  money.  Supposing  you  have  to  divide  3  /.  \5  s.  6d. 
by  four :  in  the  first  place,  although  the  3  /.  is  divisible  in  itself  by  4,  you  do  not 
treat  it  in  that  way,  for  you  have  to  convert  that  3  /.  into  60  s.,  and  add  that  to  the 
16  ^.,  making  75  ;  and  then,  again,  you  have  to  multiply  the  remainder  from  the 
75,  and  convert  that  into  pence,  before  you  proceed  to  the  next  division. 

279.  Is  not  the  objection  to  the  existing  scale  still  stronger  with  respect  to 
the  difficulty  of  dividing  than  with  respect  to  the  difficulty  of  multiplying  ? — 
I  think  it  is. 

280.  You  stated  you  think  the  facility  of  dividing  by  three  in  the  existing 
scale  of  coinage  was  of  no  value  whatever? — I  think  so  ;  I  never  heard  of  any 
thing  being  divided  by  three. 

281.  Though 
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'j8i.  Though  in  ordinary  dealings  amongst  shop-keepers  that  may  be  the         Professor 

case,  is  it  not  common  in  private  transactions  that  three  persons  may  wish  to  George  n.  Airy. 
divide  their  expenses,  or  that  it  becomes  in  other  ways  desirable  to  divide  small 
sums  by  three  ? — It  may  occur,  but  very  rarely.  ^°  ^^^^  *^^3* 

282.  Would  not  that  advantage  be  attained  by  having  a  coin  which  should 
be,  we  will  say,  one-third  or  one-sixth  part  of  the  silver  coin,  which  it  might  not 
be  possible  to  express  in  figures,  and  yet  which  would  answer  the  purpose  of 
carrying  on  such  small  transactions  between  individuals  r — I  do  not  think  it 
would  in  any  case,  except  in  those  cases  where  that  one  coin  alone  was  the  sum 
to  be  divided.  Where  you  come  to  larger  sums  to  be  divided,  for  instance,  in 
the  case  of  1  /.  15^.  6rf.,  you  must  begin  by  converting  the  first  denomination 
into  the  second,  and  by  converting  the  remainder  from  the  second  denomina- 
tion into  the  third,  and  you  gain  nothing  by  the  divisibility  of  any  one  of  them. 

283.  Allow  me  to  put  the  illustration  you  have  given,  but  a  little  altered ; 
supposing  three  persons  wished  to  divide  \L  15  5,  that,  under  the  decimal 
system,  would  be  expressed  by  r75,  and  would  not  admit  of  division  by  three ; 
if  a  coin  existed  which  represented  the  sixth  part  of  the  florin,  or  the  6bth  part 
of  the  pound,  you  would  be  enabled,  by  means  of  such  a  coin,  to  carry  out 
the  division  between  three  persons? — You  would  effect  a  division  without  a 
remainder ;  you  would  not  make  the  division  easier. 

284.  Not  on  paper;  but,  practically,  you  would  effect  the  object  which  the 
three  persons  sought  to  accomplish? — The  only  advantage  gained  would  be, 
that  you  would  effect  the  division  without  the  remainder. 

285.  Are  you  aware  that  in  some  countries,  which  have  partly  adopted  the 
decimal  system,  it  has  been  found  convenient  to  have  a  coin  which  represented 
the  third  or  sixth  pait  of  the  common  silver  coin  of  the  country  ? — I  was  not 
aware  of  that. 

286.  Supposing  the  decimal  system  adopted,  there  is  already  a  coin  in 
existence  which  represents  the  sixth  part  of  a  florin? — ^There  is  the  fourpenny 
piece,  which  we  should  have  to  get  rid  of. 

287.  Do  you  think  it  desirable  to  get  rid  of  it  ?— Certainly ;  whatever  coinage 
we  use,  I  conceive  that  the  coins  must  represent  a  single  multiple  of  some  one 
-of  the  cardinal  denominations. 

288.  You  mean  for  the  purpose  of  being  able  to  write  down  the  value  of  that 
coin  upon  paper: — Y^es  ;  and  of  course  the  coinage  must  be  carried  so  low,  that 
you  can  very  easily  give  up  the  fraction  of  the  last  coin. 

289.  Would  there  not  be  this  inconvenience,  taking  the  case  of  persons 
wishing  to  divide  small  sums  into  three,  you  would  have  to  use  a  considerable 
number  of  coins,  and  those  of  a  low  denomination,  which  in  practice  people  do 
not  wish  ;  whereas,  in  the  other  case,  by  retaining  the  sixth  part  of  a  tlorin,  you 
would  accomplish  the  object  you  sought  to  effect  ? — Supposing  it  were  so,  I  do 
not  think  it  is  worth  the  trouble,  as  the  division  by  three  occurs  very  rarely; 
and  the  coin  would  be  a  nuisance  upon  all  other  occasions,  not  being  expressed 
by  an  entire  multiple  of  mils  or  farthings. 

290.  Lord  Stanley!]  As  I  understand  you,  the  only  two  factors  you  consider 
it  important  to  retain  in  the  scale  of  coinage  are  2  and  5  ? — I  attach  no 
importance  whatever  to  the  5  ;  but  it  comes  in  in  the  10,  and  the  importance 
of  the  10  rests  on  a  totally  different  ground,  namely,  that  it  is  accommodated 
to  our  ordinary  decimal  arithmetic. 

291.  Then,  on  its  own  account,  the  only  factor  you  consider  it  necessary  to 
retain  is  2  ? — Yes. 

292.  Chairman.']  Suppose,  then,  that  a  change  in  the  monetary  system  were 
recommended,  will  you  state  what  you  consider  that  change  should  be  ? — The 
change,  in  my  opinion,  ought  to  be,  to  retain  the  pound  sterling  as  a  basis,  and 
to  retain,  as  the  least  coin,  a  coin  which  differs  very  little  from  the  existing 
farthing,  and  which  would  be  the  1,000th  part  of  a  pound,  and  to  interpolate 
two  coins,  one  of  which  is  provided  for,  and  another  to  receive  a  new  name. 

293.  You  would  not  consider  it  expedient  to  alter  the  unit  of  the  pound 
sterling  ? — I  consider  it  very  inexpedient. 

294.  Will  you  explain  to  the  Committee  why  you  think  so  r — I  have  pre- 
pared a  statement  of  my  reasons,  which,  with  the  permission  of  the  Committee, 
1  will  read  : — 
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rrofe«fc.or  I  «an  scarcely  0(inceiv6  it  possible, except  by  the  roost  violent  and  oflfensive  measures,  to 

Gewgi  B.  Air^.     c  htvnge  the  principal  money  of  acci)unt  from  its  present  value  of  the  pound  sterling.     Everv 

estimation  of  large,  and  even  ol  very  moderate  sums,  is  formed  by  the  pomnd.   I  do  not  attack 

10  May  1853.  great  importance  10  such  things  as  the  national  dehr,  or  ihe  rental  of  the  country  ;  but  the 
price  and  rental  of  private  estates,  the  salaries  of  offices,  the  annual  wages  of  servants  down 
to  thosi'  ofihe  lowest  female  servant ;  iu  larger  matters,  tlie  txpense  of  construeiing  a  rail- 
way or  sailing  h  ship ;  ull  are  estimated  by  pounds.  Au  alteraUon  of  tlie  value  of  the- 
pound  wc^uld  unhinge  every  estimate  and  every  contract  in  England.  I  say  advisedly  every 
contiHct,  for  the  shilling  is  inseparably  connected  with  the  pound  ;  and  every  real  contract 
which  is  not  ostensibly  made  by  the  pound,  is  made  by  the  sbillinsc*  To  this  classi  belong 
cm  infinity  of  shop  purchases,  and  an  infinity  of  weekly  wages  of  workmen,  occasional  ser- 
vants, and  the  like.  If  pence  enter  into  these  matters,  it  is  merely  as  aliquot  |>arts  of  the^ 
shilling,  which  can  be  supplied  quite  as  well  by  the  decimal  dtvisicHi  of  tlie  pound. 

No  important  contract  whatever,  between  man  and  man,  is  so  made  as  to  depend  for  its 
amount  on  the  exact  value  of  the  penny.  It  is  true  that  a  Liverpool  merchant  may  sett' 
cotton  per  pouiKl,  or  a  Suffolk  farmer  may  ^t\\  clover  seed  per  pound,  at  prices  below  one 
shilling  per  pound,  and  therefore  expressed  o%the  existing  system  by  pence.  But  he  sells 
not  a  single  pound,  but  tons,  and  therefore  the  pence  serve  the  purpose  simply  of  subordi- 
nate part^  of  a  shilling,  and  are  expelled  from  the  account  before  it  is  brought  to  the  state 
of  payment.  The  same  would  be  done  if  any  «»ther  s^cale  of  copper  coinage  below  the 
shilling,  as  that  of  decimals  from  the  p«iund,  were  in  common  use* 

Many  small  articles  in  tlie  retail  trade  are  sold  by  the  penny ;  balls  of  string,  applet  and 
oianges,  seats  in  an  omnibus,  and  the  like.  The  principle  of  adjustment  here,  is  a  strugg^le 
betv\een  the  ilesire  of  selling  many,  and  tbe  desire  of  making  a  large  profit  on  ea^h  article* 
The  adjustment  is  a  very  rouuh  one,  and  will  be  made  as  easily  on  one  scale  as  on  another* 
It  possesses  no  sort  of  permanence,  b^'ing  altered  from  hour  to  hour. 

In  a  word,  I  may  say  that  every  habitual  estimate,  ainl  every  h»ng,  or  permanent,  of  im- 
portant contract,  depends  on  the  pound.  The  things  which  depend  on  the  penny  are 
insignificant,  even  to  the  lowest  classes. 

Theie  is  another  difficulty  (of  much  smaller  importance,  yet  very  troublesome),  in 
adapting  the  pound  to  represfui  1,000  existing  farthings.  'Ilie  new  shilling  must,  I  cm- 
ceive,  retain  its  name  ;  and  it  must  (for  decimal  scale)  be  ^  of  the  pound ;  and  therefore 
tbe  new  shilling  will  be  12|  of  iba  old  paoce.    This  will  be  utterly  ineiimprvheosiblew 

As  I  have  stated,  I  imagine  that  the  voluntary  tranaaelions  between  man  afnl  mao  will 
he  liable  to  no  difficulty  whatever  from  tbe  substitnlioa  of  mnittples  of  mils  for  pemiies. 
But  tbe  {>ayinents  which  are  fixed  by  law  reauire  separate  consideralion*  1  will  suppose 
this  principle  laid  down  :  ^*  that  payments  defined  by  the  old  scale  are  to  be  discharged  on 
the  new  scale  by  their  equivalents  to  the  nearest  mil.'*  Then  these  consequences  will 
follow : 

1st.  Ill  cumulative  payments,  th»  payments  will  be  sensibly  tlic  same  as  b^re. 

2d.  In  instances  of  numerous  rates  of  tariff,  though  independently  each  is  amall,  and  ia 
much  affected  by  the  change,  the  aj^gregate  is  not  sensibly  affected. 

Thus,  as  application  of  ttie  1st  rule, — 

The  Parliamentary  fare  on  railway  trains  is  one  penny  per  mile.  But  nobody  ever  travels  a 
single  mile.  Very  rarely,  indeed,  is  the  payment  less  tnan  a  shithn^.  Let  the  fares  be  con- 
verted to  the  nearest  mil  (a  clerk,  in  one  day,  will  do  it  f«>f  every  distance  between  statioca 
OB  every  railway  in  Britain),  and  practical  justice  wiH  \n^  done  to  everybody. 

And,  as  application  of  the  st^cond  rule,  I  take  as  example  the  road-tolls,  and  I  copy  tiie 
following  from  the  Gieenwich  Gate: 


ARTICLES  LIABLE  TO  TOLL. 

PreMiU  Tolls. 

1     Eqaivslait 
kilttis. 

EqiaiTalent 
for  Use. 

IncretM. 

Deoresse. 

d. 

r 

8 

1-2  i 

13 

J 

— - 

6 

25 

26 

— 

^-^ 

Hoises  with  different  classes  of 
carriages     - 

1 
2 

4i 

4 
8 
8 

^           ^ 

i 
s 
h 

1 

4          1 

16  § 

17 

i 

— 

1 

^l 

4 

- 

1 

Score  of  oxen  -        -        -        - 

10 

413 

42 

i 

«-* 

Score  of  sheep,  &c.  -        -        - 

6 

20f 

21 

1 

^^ 

Single  beasi     -        -        -        - 

-1 

2A 

2 

- 

1^ 

It  is  impos^sible  to  say  whether  the  gate-keeper  would  gain  or  lose. 
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fn  ftiteh  A  matter  as  a  payment  of  1  d,  per  diem  to  a  soldiery  the  substitution  of  a  piece  Profeej^or 

of  four  mils,  would  make  him  lose  ai  the  end  «>f  the  yeiir  1  s.  3^^. ;  but  a  duphcation  of  George  B.  Airn^ 
his  p«iy  for  the  la>t  day  of  each  calendar  month,  would  retiuce  the  los»  to  3  c/.,  or  if  made  ... 

on  the  last  day  of  each  four  weeks,  it  would  reduce  the  loss  to  %d»     in  this  and  similar  |q  jvi^y  1850. 
cases,  I  see  no  difficulty  in  making  an  adju.^tnieni. 

In  receipt  stamps,  &c.,  the  Minii^try,  who  have  resolved  on  the  vastly  more  important 
changes  now  before  Parliament,  can  have  no  difficulty. 

The  only  real  difficulty  is  the  postage  stamps,  and  it  seems  to  me  that  there  is  no  course 
but  for  the  Grovernment  tu  determine  whether  it  uiU  be  the  be-t  policy  to  increase  or  to 
diminish  the  price  of  the  stamps,  'ilie  price  must,  I  conceive,  be  Huchthat  a  single  stamp 
can  be  purchnsed  with  legal  coin,  involving  no  fraction  of  a  mil ;  and  this  limits  the  choice 
to  four  mils  or  five  mils.  Unless  there  is  stroni:  reason  for  increase^  I  should  prefer  four 
miU. 

Any  adjustmt^nt  whatever  will  be  better  than  permanently  retaining  the  present  1 1/.,  or 
a  coin  equivalent  to  it.     This  letentioii  would  cause  infinite  confusion. 

I  see  no  difficulty  in  circulating  together  coins  of  (bur  iniis  aiid  of  five  mils,  if,  for 
the  sake  of  any  specific  pa\  meats  it  should  be  thought  useful. 

Addendum. 

In  the  instance  of  the  railway  trains,  1  should  prefer  paying  five  mils  per  2,000  yards; 
fotttthat  is  partly  for  the  sake  of  introducing  the  2,000  yard  measures. 

Where  there  is  a  toll  of  1  rf.  only  fixed  by  Parliuinent,  the  tt>ll  keepir  will  be  nearly 
paid  an  equivalent  by  fite  miUfor  the  first  fivevoavs,  and  four  mil«  in  perpttuity  afterwards. 

295.  You  consider  that  to  alter  the  unit  of  the  pound,  either  by  increashig 
it  or  diminishing  it,  would  create  greater  disturbance  by  any  change  to  be 
made,  than  an  alteration  in  a  coin  of  a  lower  denomination  ? — It  would  create 
greater  disturbance  than  any  other  change  that  could  be  made* 

296.  Would  it  not  necessitate  the  change  of  erery  other  coin?— Certainly ; 
if  the  pound  is  changed,  the  ahillii^  must  be  changed.  The  shilling  is  a  coin 
we  cannot  get  rid  of;  and,  very  happily,  it  is  included  in  the  decimal  scale. 

297.  Would  it  produce  as  much  confusion  amongst  the  lower  classes  in  their 
transactions  r — The  lower  classes  refer,  in  everything  important,  to  the  pound ; 
or  the  very  lowest  of  them  to  the  shilling.  Even  the  lowest  pig  drirvcr,  to  whom 
a  halfpenny  or  a  penny  is  a  matter  of  consequence,  sells  his  beasts  by  pounds 
and  shillings. 

298.  Mr.  W.  Brown. "]  Could  not  the  postage  difliculty  be  met  in  this  way, 
that  the  &d.  should  buy  six  stamps,  and  1  /.  240  stamps,  until  the  postage 
account  increased  by  100,000/.,  which  would  compensate  tlie  loss  provided  the 
stamps  were  sold  at  four  mils  ? — I  think  you  must  retain  the  po\^er  of  selling 
stamps  separately. 

299.  If  parties  in  the  habit  of  buying  single  stamps  found  out  that  there  was 
gome  advantage  in  purchasing  six  stamps,  they  would  probably  do  so  ? —There 
is  a  question  raised  in  that,  different  from  anything  else  that  occurs  in  this 
inquiry,  and  that  is,  whether  you  shall,  by  the  force  of  gain,  compel  persons  to 
buy  several  stamps  at  once. 

300.  Is  it  not  very  much  the  case  in  wholesale  dealings,  that  the  larger  the 
quantity  you  buy  the  cheaper  you  get  it  ?— Yes. 

301.  Mr.  CardwelL]  Are  you  aware  of  the  large  proportion  of  stamps  bought 
singly  by  the  public?  — i  am  not ;  but  many  are  bought  singly. 

302.  When  speaking  of  the  derangement  produced  by  interfering  with  the 
value  of  the  pound,  are  you  not  of  opinion  that  the  English  pound  has  become 
so  largely  the  medium  of  commerce  throughout  the  world,  that  the  derange- 
ment would  be  felt  wherever  British  commerce  is  known  r—  It  would  be  felt  in 
every  part  of  the  world,  certainly. 

303.  Mr.  */.  Ball.]  With  reference  to  the  question  just  now  asked  of  you,  as 
to  postage  stamps,  does  it  not  appear  to  you,  that  it  would  be  felt  by  the  poor 
to  be  a  great  hardship  upon  them  if  they  were  not  able  to  procure  stamps  as 
they  do  now  ?  -  Yes. 

304.  Would  it  not  be  better  to  submit  to  a  slight  loss  in  tliat  branch  of 
the  revenue,  increasing  the  fractional  charge  upon  other  duties  that  do  not 
press  so  much  upon  the  public,  so  that  in  thnt  way  the  amount  of  revenue 
might  be  retained  at  its  present  point  without  any  change  that  would  be  ielt 
disagreeably  by  the  poorer  classes  ?  ~  I  think  that  would  be  better  ;  but  I  would 
observe,  that  although  the  price  of  the  stamp  is  diminished  by  the  25th  part, 
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Piofetsor        the  diminution  in  revenue  would  not  be  a  25th  part.     In  that,  as  in  everything^ 

Ccorge  B.  jlir^.    ^]^^^  ^^le  cheaper  you  make  a  thing  the  more  you  sell  of  it. 

lo  Mav  \dn  ^^^'  ^^^^  reference  to  a  point  of  great  difficulty,  viz.,  tolls,  in  which  private 

^* '      interests  are  concerned,  it  is  true  that  at  some  places  a  variety  of  tolls  are 

taken,  but  the  classes  of  toll  that  most  affect  the  poorer  classes  are  ferries  and 

bridges  used  by  foot  passengers  or  by  single  passengers ;  have  you  considered 

what  would  be  the  best  way  of  meeting  the  difficulty  as  to  halfpenny  tolls  :— 

I  did  not  consider  anything  so  small  as  a  halfpenny ;  but  I  think  there  would 

be  no  difficulty  in  doing  it  in  the  same  way  as  is  suggested  for  the  penny  (of 

course  the  proportionate  increase  is  larger),  by  raising  it  to  three  mils  for  a 

short  time.     If  you  raise  it  for  a  single  year,  it  would  probably  buy  off  the 

excess  over  the  two  mils  to  all  eternity. 

306.  You  are  disposed  to  think  that  the  proprietors  of  such  tolls  would  con- 
sent to  that  ? — They  will  have  no  objection  to  ready  money. 

307.  Mr.  Cardzvell]  How  would  you  deal  with  reversionary  interests ;  the 
life  tenant,  no  doubt,  would  be  happy  to  get  the  additional  payment  of  the  first 
year,  but  all  interested  in  reversionary  remainders  would  be  losers  ? — ^The  per- 
manent interest  in  the  ferry  is  vested  somewhere.  It  may  be  leased  ofiF  for  a 
time  to  an  occupier,  and  there  is  no  difficulty  whatever  in  regard  to  arranging 
the  conversion  of  the  lease  value. 

308.  You  mean  the  surplus  received  in  the  first  year,  however  much  belonged 
to  the  reversioner,  might  be  funded,  and  the  interest  paid  from  time  to  time  to 
the  reversioner  ? — Yes. 

309.  Mr.  J.  B.  Smith.']  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  dealings  of  the  working 
classes  in  the  small  .nrticles  they  purchase  ? — I  have  seen  them  in  small  country 
shops,  which  are  as  small  as  can  be^  I  find  that  a  good  many  things  are  sold 
at  a  penny  by  a  rough  adjustment  of  prices. 

310.  Are  you  aware  that  farthings  enter  largely  into  their  dealings  ? — I  am. 

311.  Do  you  know  that  that  applies  to  coins  less  than  a  farthing? — 1  think 
not ;  I  never  saw  anything  less  than  a  farthing.  I  have  always  understood  that 
no  smaller  coin  than  a  farthing  is  ever  wanted. 

312.  Are  you  aware  that  the  poorer  classes  buy  their  tea  in  as  small  a  quan- 
tity as  half  an  ounce  r — I  am. 

313.  Supposing  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  reduces  the  duty  on  tea  by 
4  d.  per  lb.,  what  advantage  does  such  a  man  get  by  the  remission  of  the  duty  ? 
— He  gets  it  in  quality  in  some  undistinguishable  way.  It  does  not  come  in 
the  first  instance,  perhaps,  or  in  the  second  instance^  but  it  does  in  the  long 
run. 

314.  Are  you  aware  that,  in  a  case  of  that  kind,  from  the  want  of  a  denomi- 
nation of  coin  low  enough  to  make  that  distinction,  it  is  the  custom  of  shop- 
keepers to  give  some  article  with  the  commodity  which  the  party  purchases  ? — 
1  was  not  aware  of  that. 

315.  If  that  be  the  case,  do  you  not  think  it  a  very  objectionable  practice?  — 
Yes,  I  should  thhik  so.  I  think  that  we  ought  to  have  coins  which  are  adapted 
to  what  are  really  the  smallest  sums  that  may  be  used  ;  but,  so  far  as  I  have 
been  able  to  judge,  the  smallest  sum  of  money  used  is  a  farthing. 

316.  The  object  of  money  being  to  do  away  with  the  system  of  bartering  one 
commodity  for  another,  it  is  desirable,  is  it  not,  to  have  a  coin  of  a  denomina- 
tion that  will  exchange  for  all  commodities  ?— Yes. 

317.  If  our  present  system  of  coinage  does  not  meet  that  object,  it  is  defec- 
tive?— It  is. 

318.  Do  you  not,  therefore,  think  it  is  very  objectionable,  as  I  understand  is 
the  custom,  that  when  a  working  man  goes  to  purchase  an  article  which  is  of 
less  value  than  a  farthing,  or  purchases  an  article  requiring  change  to  be  given 
of  less  value  than  a  farthing,  the  shopkeeper  should  give  him,  perhaps,  a  pipe 
of  tobacco  or  a  pinch  of  snuflF,  or,  as  is  the  case  in  Scotland,  that  the  poor  man 
should  receive  the  difference  in  whiskey  :— I  should  think  that  a  bad  system  ; 
but  I  apprehend  that  such  a  thing  is  not  done  for  purchasers  whose  total  amount 
is  less  than  a  farthing ;  it  might  be  for  a  penny  and  a  farthing. 

319.  Take  the  article  of  tea;  a  person  going  to  buy  half  an  ounce  of  tea^ 
the  duty  being  reduced  4  (L  per  pound,  he  pays  the  same  price  as  at  present, 
because  there  is  no  coin  in  existence  sufficient  to  make  the  distinction  ? — But 
he  will  get  it  in  some  way  or  other  ;  he  will  get  it  most  likely  in  quality.     In 

that, 
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that,  as  in  ererything  else,  there  is  a  competition  between  the  sellers ;  and  one         Professor 
seller  will  find  it  to  his  interest  to  supply  tea  of  a  better  quality.  George  B.  Air^. 

320.  You  think  that  where  a  man  buys  an  ounce  of  tea,  the  grocer  will  keep 
a  different  canister  for  him  to  that  which  he  keeps  for  the  man  who  buys  half 
an  ounce  r — No ;  although  by  this  remission  of  4  d.  per  pound  it  does  not  appa- 
rently diminish  the  price  for  so  small  a  quantity,  yet  the  value  of  the  tea  will 
be  increased ;  it  will  be  increased  in  value  by  the  competition  between  sellers. 

321.  In  that  case  it  is  certain  that  the  shopkeeper  must  have  a  separate 
canister  of  tea  to  serve  those  customers  who  require  small  quantities  ? — I  do 
not  see  that  that  is  necessary ;  he  will  have  a  canister  of  tea,  of  which  he  will 
give  twice  as  much  to  a  person  who  has  2  d.  to  spend,  as  to  another  who  has 
only  1  d.  to  spend. 

322.  I  will  take  it  that  if  I  buy  an  ounce  of  tea  I  get  a  farthing  remission  of 
duty,  and  if  I  buy  half  an  ounce  I  get  nothing  to  make  up  the  difference  ? — 
There  must  be  a  little  roughness  in  the  adjustment  of  prices. 

323.  Do  you  think  that  a  perfect  monetary  system,  which  compels  people 
when  they  go  to  buy  an  article  they  want  to  take  also  some  articles  that  they 
do  not  want,  because  there  is  no  coin  sufficiently  small  to  pay  for  their  wants  ? 
— I  do  not  think  any  system  can  be  made  absolutely  perfect.  If  you  proceed 
to  divisions  by  three,  or  make  it  anything  like  that,  you  will  get  to  interminable 
fractions,  and  you  can  never  express  that  by  any  system. 

324.  You  may  express  it  now  below  a  farthing,  may  you  not? — ^You  may  if 
you  have  coins  below  a  farthing,  and  if  they  are  watnted  below  a  farthing. 
There  is  a  great  inconvenience  attending  the  use  of  small  coins. 

325.  Do  you  see  any  inconvenience  in  making  the  10  s.  the  unit,  instead  of 
the  20  5.,  and  dividing  that  into  a  thousand  parts  r — It  could  not  be  the 
real  unit. 

326.  Supposing  you  were  to  call  the  10  5.  a  Victoria? — You  wguld  not 
express  anything  in  Parliament  by  Victoria.  You  would  not  express  the  charge 
upon  the  Consolidated  fund,  or  the  salary  of  an  office,  by  the  term  "  Victoria." 
Tlie  pound  would  still  be  the  real  unit  of  account. 

327.  It  would  not  be  necessary  to  express  it  in  Victorias,  but  call  the  coin 
a  pound?— There  you  depart  from  the  decimal  scale. 

328.  If  it  were  found  more  convenient  to  express  it  in  pounds,  where  would 
be  the  incovenience  of  calling  the  10  5.  a  pound,  and  directing  in  all  contracts 
that  2/.  of  the  new  coinage  should  make  one  of  the  old?-— It  would  upset 
everybody's  notions;  I  cannot  conceive  a  greater  confusion  than  would  be 
caused  by  the  alteration  of  the  pound. 

329.  Will  not  the  alteration  that  is  now  proposed  upset  everybody's  notions  I 
— I  tlunk  not. 

330.  What  inconvenience  would  there  be,  instead  of  saying  as  you  do  now, 
100/.  5  5.,  in  sajdng  200/.  5^.? — You  would  not  persuade  100  millions  of 
people  to  do  it. 

331.  Would  it  not  be  as  easy  to  persuade  them  to  do  that,  the  pound  circu* 
lating  among  the  more  intelligent  class  of  the  community,  as  to  persuade 
people  to  adopt  your  mils  instead  of  farthings  ? — I  have  already  mentioned 
that,  in  my  opinion,  even  among  the  lowest  class,  there  is  nothing  in  the  nature 
of  an  important  contract  which  depends  upon  farthings  or  pence ;  the  con- 
tracts of  any  kind  which  possess  the  slightest  importance  are  transacted  through 
the  medium  of  poimds  and  shillings. 

332.  It  would  not  alter  those  contracts  ? — In  the  minds  of  persons  it  would 
very  much. 

333.  The  thing  itself  would  remain  the  same  r — I  conceive  the  change  is 
impossible. 

334.  You  are  probably  aware  that  although  the  French  adopt  a  decimal 
coinage,  they  reckon  20  francs  in  a  Napoleon  r — But  they  do  not  express  it  so 
in  their  accounts.  The  accounts  presented  to  the  French  Chambers  are  always 
in  francs. 

335.  The  convenience  of  adopting  the  10  ^.  as  your  unit  would  be,  that  you 
would  have  a  small  denomination  of  coin  ? — It  appears  to  me  to  be  no  con- 
venience^ because  it  is  not  wanted.  I  understand  from  Sir  John  Herschel 
that  there  are  half-farthings  in  existence  if  anybody  chooses  to  have  them,  but 
that  no  one  cares  about  them.  The  peculiar  advantage  of  using  our  present 
system,  with  no  further  alteration  than  in  the  value  of  the  farthing,  is,  that  we 
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Professor        take  the  principal  existing  coins  ;  and  we  find  that,  taking  the  biggest  of  them, 
George  B.  Airy,    the  money  of  account  is  one  end  of  the  decimal  system,  and  that  the  decimal 

scale  by  three  steps  carries  us  to  the  other  end^  with  that  petty  alteration. 

10  May  1853.  226.  Would  not  this  alteration  be  much  more  simple  than  yours  :  10  pence 
in  a  shilling,  and  10  farthings  in  a  penny? — You  would  not  have  the  10  far- 
things ;  the  coin,  which  you  denominate  a  coin,  would  be  half  our  present 
farthing.  I  apprehend  that  it  is  of  the  greatest  importance  that  all  the  cardinal 
coins  be  presented  bodily  before  us. 

337.  Under  your  system,  you  would  only  have  five  farthings  in  a  penny?-*- 
Only  five  in  a  five-mil  coin ;  but  I  have  no  objection  to  a  four-mil  coin. 
I  should  observe  that,  up  to  the  time  of  the  present  Emperor,  the  Prencii 
coinage  has  not  been  practically  a  decimal  coinage,  and  the  consequence  has  been 
that  the  decimal  system  has  never  been  maintained  there  at  all,  as  everybody 
has  reckoned  by  francs  and  sous.  The  present  Emperor  has  coined  a  single 
centime. 

338.  Are  you  aware  that  it  is  a  great  advantage,  the  having  introduced  the 
centime  ?— 1  have  no  doubt  of  it ;  it  presents  the  last  unit  of  the  scale  before 
people's  eyes. 

339.  Does  not  that  enable  persons  to  buy  small  commodities,  and  have  the 
coin  to  represent  them  ? — ^They  are  the  best  judges  of  it  amongst  themselves, 
and  we  are  the  best  judges  of  what  is  proper  among  us. 

340.  If  shopkeepers  give  commodities  instead  of  money,  it  must  be  because 
they  cannot  get  the  half-farthing  ?—  Still  there  is  the  fact,  I  understand,  that 
half-farthings  are  in  existence,  and  that  people  do  not  choose  to  take  them. 
Allow  me  to  make  one  remark  in  reference  to  the  special  advantages  to  the 
shopkeepers  in  this  system.  I  do  not  think  it  possible  to  assert  that  any 
system  is  more  or  less  advantageous  to  a  shopkeeper ;  everything  goes  by  com- 
petition. Every  shopkeeper  gives  the  best  he  can,  on  the  plan  of  taking  into 
accomit  not  what  he  gains  on  each  individual  article,  but  also  how  many 
articles  he  can  sell ;  he  regulates  his  prices  to  make  the  best  profits  he  can 
with  the  complicated  supposition. 

341 .  Do  you  think  half-farthings  would  very  greatly  assist  in  the  calculation 
of  prices  of  commodities  that  are  sold  at  less  than  a  farthing  ? — I  never  knew 
anything  less  than  a  farthing. 

342.  Are  you  aware  that  the  ftrtlcle  of  cotton  is  sold  for  one-eij^th  part  of 
a  penny  per  pound  ? — Yes,  but  that  is  a  totally  different  tfaii^ ;  that  is  a  frac- 
tional part  of  a  shilling,  and  you  may  express  it  by  as  many  decimals  as  yon 
please;  they  are  merely  decimals  on  paper,  and  they  turn  oat  real  in  tiie 
product. 

343.  If  the  l-8th  part  of  the  penny  represented  one  mil,  would  ft  not  facili- 
tate the  calculation  ?— Not  in  the  smdlest  degree ;  1-lOth  proceeding  from  the 
pound  would  be  much  better. 

344.  Mr.  J.  Ball.]  Does  it  not  appear  to  you  that  the  chief  practical  obfec- 
tion  that  may  arise  in  introducing  the  new  coinage  would  be,  that  persons 
would  not  find  one  single  coin  to  carry  on  those  transactions  which  ordinarily 
occur  in  daily  life,  and  that  the  use  of  two  or  more  coins  would  be  a  source  of 
inconvenience  and  annoyance  where  persons  are  used  to  give  but  one  ? — I  do 
not  think  that  would  be  the  case. 

345.  With  reference  to  the  answers  you  have  already  given,  whether  we 
should  require,  in  ordinary  transactions,  5  mils,  4  mils,  3  mils,  2  mils,  and 
1  mil  ? — I  should  not  use  all  those  coins ;  for  the  3  mils  I  see  no  purpose 
whatever. 

346.  You  referred,  I  think,  to  the  half-penny  toUs? — ^There  would  be  a  little 
inconvenience  of  that  sort  in  the  first  instance. 

347.  Would  you  advise  that  two  coins  should  be  used  in  those  cases  ? — Yes ; 
I  would  not  perplex  the  whole  nation  with  the  8  mils,  in  cwder  that  a  few  per- 
sons who  go  over  Waterloo  Bridge  should  pay  easily. 

34S.  You  think  it  desirable  that  the  four  mil  piece  should  exist  in  the  shape 
of  a  single  coin  ? — I  think  it  indispensable. 

349.  Mr.  W.  Brown.]  Would  it  not  be  easy  for  Parliament  to  say,  *^Yau 
shall  have  fi^^  mils  for  a  certain  number  of  years,  in  order  that  you  may 
raise  an  annuity,  to  compensate  you  for  the  loss  of  the  four  per  cent,  for 
the  remainder  of  your  term  '*  ?—  Yes  ;  I  have  alluded  to  it  in  the  paper  I '  have 
read.     I  calculated  that  five  years  would  give  a  proper  compensation. 
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350.  Mr.  J.  B.  Smith.']  You  would  recommend,  also,  a  syBtem  of  decimal  Pwfewor 
weights  and  measures  ? — Yes,  to  some  extent.  Gtm^ge  B.  Amf, 

351.  Would  not  an  alteration,  in  the  weights  and  measures  afford  great        

fadlities  in  the  division  of  our  money  ? — Yes,  it  would.  *^  ^V  *^a- 

3.^2.  For  instance,  in  many  cases  where  there  is  now  a  discrepancy  between 
tiba  present  pieces  and  tl^  dedmal  system  you  propose,  you  viight  approximate 
qaore  nearly  by  the  alteration  in  the  decimal  system  of  weights  aibd  meaaureei? 
— In  certain  cases  you  might  afiproach  more  nearly,  aad  in  others  you  would 
recede. 

353-  You  have  suggested  2,000  yards  to  the  mile  instead  of  1,760.  Could 
that  be  made  to  approximate  more  nearly  to  the  presecrf^  pemay  than  1,760  r 
— Yea. 

354.  In  your  opinion  would  it  be  desirable,  before  we  finally  decided  upon 
these  changes,  to  unite  with  them  a  system  of  decimal  weights  and  measures  ? 
— No,  I  think  the  coinage  is  quite  enough  to  taJce  by  itself;  and  I  am  of 
of  opinion  also,  that  it  would  be  found  to  introduce  very  much  a  system  of 
decimals  iu  other  things.  If  the  whcde  system  wefe  attempted,  it  could  Qot  be 
carried  through. 

355-  Might  not  one  assist  the  other  ? — in  some  measure,  not  much.  The 
important  value  of  the  decimal  scale  of  coina  is  in  book  aeeoui^ts,  and  in 
calculations  of  money  generally ;  but  there  will  be  a  great  number  of  things 
in  which  it  would  be  impossible  to  use  the  decimal  scale  ;  in  which  you  must 
use  the  advantage  which  the  decimal  scale  gives,  not  with  reference  to  the 
scale  of  the  article  purchased,  but  as  a  convenient  scale  of  numerical 
operation. 

356.  You  are  aware,  no  doubt,  that,  if  you  adopt  a  decimal  coinage,  you  will 
have  to  pass  an  Act  of  Parliament,  altering  all  the  present  system  of  duties 
and  payments  of  every  kind  enacted  by  Parliament  ? — Yes. 

357.  When  you  come  afterwards  to  adopt  a  system  of  decimal  weights  and 
measures,  will  you  not  have  to  make  a  similar  alteration  ? — Perhaps  in  regard 
to  the  decimal  system  I  rather  misunderstood  you.  I  would  advocate  by  all 
means  a  change  from  the  112  lbs.  to  100  lbs.,  and  I  think  we  ought  to  do 
it  at  once  in  our  tariff.  I  wish  the  present  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  would 
do  that.  When  it  is  done,  there  would  be  not  only  the  very  great  convenience 
which  would  accrue  at  all  the  weighing  offices  by  the  use  of  metallic  weights 
rising  to  100  instead  of  112  lb.,  but  there  would  also  be,  in  the  event  of  the 
decimal  scale  being  adopted,  a  great  convenience  in  the  calculation  of  duties. 
I  may  mention,  as  an  instance  of  this,  that  at  the  Custom  House  there  is  a 
scale,  which  has  been  long  acted  upon,  of  decimal  subdivision  of  the  avoir- 
dupois pound  proceeding  to  the  1,000th  part  of  the  pound.  In  calculating  the 
tare,  where  a  proportion  must  be  used,  it  was  found  so  utterly  impracticable  to 
do  it  by  the  common  subdivision  of  the  avoirdupois  pound,  that  the  officers 
were  driven  to  decimals ;  but,  so  far  as  I  know,  the  same  system  of  calculation 
is  not  used  anywhere  else. 

358.  Are  you  aware  that  they  have  adopted  a  decimal  coinage  in  Canada  ? — 
I  am  not 

359.  Chairman.']  If  that  system  of  dedmal  weights  be  already  adopted  at  the 
Custom  House,  there  would  be  very  little  difficulty,  supposing  the  decimal 
system  should  be  introduced,  iu  carrying  it  into  effect  by  the  present  system 
of  weights  below  the  pound  ?— rl  do  not  think  it  would  be  popular  ;  people  like 
half  pounds  and  qucuter  pounds.  I  apprehend  the  pbange,  such  as  would  be 
easy  and  popular,  would  affect  the  multiples  of  the  pound  up  to  the  cwt.,  and 
nothing  else. 

360.  This  scale  at  the  Custom  House  affects  only  things  chained  by  the 
pound  and  a  fraction  ? — It  is  only  used  in  that  peculiar  operation  of  taking  the 
proportional  parts.  There  are  brought  in,  for  instance,  several  boxes,  each  of 
which  contains  reels  of  ribbon,  and  every  reel  has  a  wooden  centre,  and  is 
wraj^d  up  in  paper ;  the  ribbon  itself  is  chargeable  with  duty,  but  the  wooden 
centre  and  the  paper  which  surrounds  it  are  not  so  chargeable.  It  would  re- 
quire the  unfolding  perhaps  of  many  thousand  yards  of  ribbon  to  compute  the 
duty  upon  it ;  and  the  process  now  is  to  t»ke  a  reel  here  and  a  reel  there,  and 
to  unrol  them,  and  weigh  the  reels,  the  wood,  and  the  paper  by  decimal  weights, 
and  those  are  added  together  in  decimals.  It  would  be  impossible  to  effect  the 
process  by  the  old  divisions  of  a  pound.    Those  being  added  together,  there 
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ProfeMor        IS  a  sum  in  the  rule  of  three :  whereas  a  certain  number  of  reels  have  so  much 
George  B,  Ainf.    tare,  how  much  tare  will  there  be  in  the  whole  number  ?  It  becomes  a  plain 

— operation  of  arithmetic ;  the  system  is  not  used  in  estimating  the  duty,  but  in 

10  May  1853,      computing  the  amount  of  tare  in  a  large  quantity  by  the  amount  found  to  exist 
in  a  small  quantity. 

361.  Mr.  CardwelL]  Without  any  change  in  the  coin,  might  not  a  great  deal 
be  done  in  bringing  the  public  mind  to  an  habituation  of  the  decimal  system, 
by  merely  making,  on  the  reverse  side  of  such  coins  as  conform  to  the  decimal 
scale,  the  exact  proportion  that  they  were  of  the  pound  ? — Something  would 
be  done,  but  the  system  would  be  so  imperfect,  having  no  termination,  that  it 
would  do  almost  nothing. 

362.  Supposing  a  certain  portion  of  the  public  accounts  were  kept  on  the 
decimal  scale  of  accounts,  would  not  that  also  tend  to  habituate  the  public 
mind  to  the  idea  of  it? — The  public  accounts  would  not  effect  much  with 
those  classes  of  persons  with  whom  the  difficulty  would  rest ;  they  are  little 
known  to  them. 

363.  You  think  that,  without  the  substitution  of  the  new  coins,  four  per  cent, 
less  in  value  than  the  present  copper  coins,  no  important  effect  'can  be  pro- 
duced?— Certainly;  without  the  exhibition  of  pieces  of  1  mil,  2  mil,  and 
4  mil,  no  important  effect  can  be  produced. 

364.  Chairman.']  Would  the  decimal  system  of  coinage  give  great  facilities 
in  the  way  of  calculating  interest  and  discount? — Every  calculation  of  that 
sort  would  be  made  very  much  easier.  But  I  may  mention  that  even  calcula- 
tions of  the  smallest  kind  would  be  very  much  easier ;  for  instance,  a  few  days 
ago  I  was  looking  at  a  gas  stove,  and  I  inquired  how  much  it  burned ;  I  was 
told  seven  cubic  feet  in  an  hour  ;  my  gas  cost  me  4  s.  per  1 ,000  feet ;  how  am 
I  to  calculate  the  hourly  cost?  I  found  the  easiest  way  was  to  turn  it  into  deci- 
mals, and  to  do  it  by  mils  ;  4  s.  gives  200  mils,  I  multiply  that  by  seven  feet, 
and  the  result  is  1  ^^  mil  per  hour.  I  am  not  a  very  bad  calculator,  and  yet  it 
would  take  me  several  times  as  long  to  do  it  by  pence  and  farthings. 

365.  Can  you  give  us  any  instances  that  have  occurred  in  which  the  change 
to  the  decimal  system  has  been  fruitful  of  great  advantages  ;  in  astronomy  for 
instance  r — The  great  centesimal  change  proposed  by  the  French  savans  at  the 
end  of  the  last  century  I  have  had  occasion  to  use  very  extensively,  and  its 
value  is  very  great  indeed. 

366.  Mr.  W.  Brown.]  Would  it  not  be  the  means  of  saving  labour  to  con- 
tractors, and  builders,  and  so  on  ? — It  would  be  a  very  great  saving. 

367.  Chairman.']  Was  it  not  also  attempted  to  alter  the  graduation  of  the 
circle  ? — It  was ;  and  those  tables  to  which  I  have  refared  were  prepared  in 
concert  with  the  attempted  alteration  in  the  graduation  of  the  circle ;  but  the 
tables,,  in  their  application,  failed  entirely. 

368.  Why  so  ? — Because  there  was  no  graduated  circle  to  exhibit ;  and  it  is 
analogous  to  what  would  be  the  case  if  we  attempted  to  use  the  decimal  scale 
without  having  the  coins  to  exhibit 

369.  You  say  that  the  great  value  is,  that  the  numbers  written  down  on 
paper  are  the  same  that  present  themselves  to  the  mind? — The  mind  is  spared 
one  operation  out  of  two. 

370.  That  would  lead  to  greater  facility  of  calculation? — Yes;  I  think  it 
may  fairly  be  taken  that  every  calculation  would  be  made  in  half  the  time. 

371.  Are  there  not  some  instances  in  which  the  present  scale  might  be  more 
convenient  in  regard  to  accounts  ;  for  instance,  a  carpenter's  bill  ? — ^That  one 
particular  instance  has  come  under  my  knowledge ;  with  carpenters  the  penny 
is  advantageous,  as  their  measure  is  calculated  with  the  duodecimal  division  of 
the  foot.  It  is  the  only  instance  I  know  of;  but  the  100th  part  of  the  foot 
is  trenching  already  on  the  duodecimal,  and  will,  I  apprehend,  soon  be  used 
still  more  extensively. 

372.  In  (he  event  of  a  decimal  system  being  adopted,  will  you  state  what 
coins  you  would  propose  to  retain,  and  what  coins  you  would  propose  to  intro- 
duce r — In  the  first  place  there  is  the  sovereign,  and  in  the  next  place  the  half- 
sovereign,  but  not  the  quarter-sovereign. 

373.  Will  you  state  your  reasons  for  objecting  to  the  quarter-sovereign  ? — 
The  reason  that  would  influence  me  in  excluding  it  is,  that  it  is  expressed  in 
the  decimal  scale  by  two  figures,  and  I  think  that  is  a  sufficient  reason  for 
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excluding  it     That  will  be  seen  on  remarking  the  two  principal  requisites         Profeswr 

in  the  series  of  coins  which  are  to  be  used  upon  a  given  scale  of  coinage.     The    ^^^rgeB^Juy. 

two  things  are  these  :  in  the  first  place,  when  you  go  to  pay  a  bill,  you  want  ^^      g 

to  pay  it  in  the  easiest  way  by  existing  coins,  and  that  will  be  done  in  the  *^ 

easiest  way  if  each  coin  is  expressed  by  a  single  figure,  followed  by  ciphers,  as 

may  be  necessary.     The  next  condition,  which  is  to  determine  the  convenience 

of  a  particular  scale  of  coins,  is,  that  when  a  great  number  of  those  coins  are 

presented  at   once,  their  value  may  be   ascertained  as  quickly  as  possible. 

Suppose  we  had  a  coin  expressed  by  three  figures,  as  I  have  seen  suggested  in 

some  proposals  ;  for  example,  a  piece  of  125  mils.     Imagine  the  condition  of  a 

Bank  clerk  when  a  tradesman  came  to  pay  in  his  day's  receipts,  and  threw 

down  say  37  of  those  125-mil  pieces  ;  it  would  almost  drive  him  mad  to  write 

it  down.     He  might  either  multiply  the  125  by  37»  or  he  might  divide  the  37 

by  eight,  because  125  is  the  eighth  part  of  a  pound,  or  he  might  put  his  coins 

in  piles  of  eight ;  but  in  that  case  he  would  be  losing  the  decimal  system, 

and  using  the  octonary  system.     If,  on  the  contrary,  he  had  100,  or  200,  or 

300  mils,  he  would  have  no  trouble  in  entering  it. 

374.  Would  he  have  any  difficulty  with  a  piece  of  250  mils  ? — It  could  not 
be  done  so  easily.  That  is  not  so  bad  as  125,  but  it  is  in  the  next  degree  of 
badness.  I  am  not  sure  that  the  300  mils  would  be  wanted  ;  but  if  it  were, 
I  should  propose  that  instead  of  the  250  mils.  I  remember  the  seven-shilling 
pieces,  and  that  they  were  as  small  as  is  convenient.  The  300-mil  piece  would 
be  small  enough,  and  it  would  be  expressed  by  a  single  figure  in  the  way  I 
mention  ;  but  still  1  doubt  very  much  whether  it  would  be  wanted.  In  the 
silver  coins,  I  think  it  will  be  found  that  the  200  mils  will  be  a  convenient 
coin  ;  it  is  of  the  same  size  as  the  French  five  francs,  and  although  not  used 
so  extensively  as  the  florin,  it  would  be  used  sometimes. 

375.  Equivalent  to  the  American  dollar  ? — Just  so ;  next  to  that  would  come 
the  100  mils,  which  would  be  used  in  great  numbers  I  have  no  doubt;  the 
shilling  or  50-mil  piece  we  cannot  dispense  with,  and  possibly  it  might  be 
found  necessary  to  keep  the  25  mils  to  represent  the  sixpence ;  I  would  expel 
it,  however,  as  soon  as  possible,  and  instead  of  the  25  mil  I  think  I  should 
propose  30.  Then  there  must  be  a  10-mil  piece,  and  the  extent  to  which  it 
would  be  used  would  depend  very*  much  upon  the  convenience  of  size.  It  is  a 
convenient  coin  in  the  market,  but  is  rather  small  for  silver  and  large  for 
copper,  and.  I  think  a  mixed  metal  coin  might  be  used  for  that. 

376.  Supposing  I  took  25  mils  to  purchase  a  thing  which  cost  me  15  mils, 
where  would  be  the  difficulty  ? — You  would  receive  the  change  in  that  case  ; 
but  supposing  it  cost  41  mils,  the  25-mil  piece  would  be  a  more  troublesome 
one  to  add  up  than  20  or  30  would  be. 

377.  You  would  give  the  50-mil  piece  and  receive  the  change  back? — ^That 
would  depend  upon  the  state  of  your  purse. 

378.  I  do  not  see  where  the  practical  difficulty  is  ? — ^You  would  have  to  con- 
sider that  25  from  41  left  16 ;  it  leaves  10  mils,  5  mils,  and  1  mil;  but  you 
have  gone  through  the  operation  of  subtracting  the  25. 

379.  Do  you  propose  that  the  10-mil  piece  should  be  of  silver? — It  is  too 
small  for  silver,  so  that  it  must  be  a  mixed  metal. 

380.  Then  there  would  be  nothing  between  30  or  25  and  10  mils  ?— No  ;  I 
do  not  think  that  it  is  wanted  at  all. 

381.  Mr.  Cardwell.']  If  wanted,  you  would  not  object  to  have  anything 
which  signifies  its  denomination  with  a  single  figure  ? — I  should  consult  the 
public  wants  in  that  respect.  The  copper  coins  indispensable  to  introduce  are 
the  1  mil,  2  mils,  and  4  mils,  as  being  very  nearly  the  same  as  the  existing 
farthing,  halfpenny,  and  penny. 

382.  Chairman.]  Yoxx  would  have  no  copper  coins  except  those  three? — I 
think  not. 

383.  Mr.  J.  B.  Smith.]  Are  not  twice  25,  or  four  times  25  more  easy  to  cal- 
culate than  the  same  number  of  30  ? — Seven  times  25  would  not  be.* 

384.  Is  it  not  easier  to  calculate  25  and  30  ? — ^I  think  not ;  in  the  case  I 
mention,  for  instance,  seven  times  25  is  difficult. 

385.  Or  multiply  it  by  six  ? — Thirty  would  be  easier. 

386.  Sir  W.  Clay.]  You  would  reconmiend  the  sovereign  r— Yes. 

387.  Secondly,  the  half  sovereign  ? — ^Yes. 

388.  What  is  the  next  ?— A  piece  of  300  mils,  which  would  be  6  ^.,  if  it  were 
0.66.  B  3  ^^^^ 
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Pfofegsor        foimd  necessary ;  those  three  to  be  of  gold.    Then  thew  would  be  the  20a 
G^rge  B.  Akif.    nftiis,  equivalent  to  4^. ;  100  mils,  equivalent  to  the  florin  ;  50,^  which  is  the 

shilling ;  and  the  25 -mil  piece,  if  necessary,  for  a  tii»e ;  but  I  object  to  it. 

lo  R^ay  1853.  ggg  W  hat  next  ? — Instead  of  the  25,  I  should  prefer  20  as  a  permanent  one. 
After  the  10  mils,  the  indispensably  coins  are  four  mils,  two  mils,  aqid  one  mil, 
but  it  is  not  impossible  that  five  might  be  more  convenient  ultimately  than 
four. 

390.  I  would  first  ask  what  is  your  reason  for  retaining  the  50  mil  piece  ? 
-rrBecause  it  is  used  so  extensively. 

391.  Does  not  the  same  reason  exist  for  the  permaneni  retention  of  the 
25  mil  piece  ? — No,  I  think  not ;  and  there  is  evkteace  of  that,  from  our  very 
extensive  use  of  the  fourpenny  piece. 

392.  Are  there  not  now  a  great  many  articles  that  are  sold  at  the  price  of 
6  d.j  and  also  certain  services  paid  in  the  same  coin,  and  many  very  convenient 
calculations  of  account  settled  by  a  coin  of  that  amount  r — Articles  will  be  sold, 
determining  the  quantity  of  the  article  by  the  price  at  which  it  is  to  be  sold. 
That  will  happen  with  every  system  of  coinage  you  adopt 

393.  There  is  a  Bill  under  the  consideration  of  Parliament,  for  the  establishing 
cab  fares,  and  the  basis  of  all  is  the  6  d.  ? — That  would  be  very  easily  altered^ 
I  have  no  doubt. 

394.  Has  it  not  been  found  in  practice,  that  the  fourpenny  piece  has  got 
very  little  into  circulation  ? — I  cannot  say  officially,  but  I  should  think  the  four- 
penny  piece  is  extensively  in  circulation  ;  I  receive  them  every  day. 

395.  Would  there  not  be  some  advantage  in  having  a  five-mil  piece? — 
Yes,  I  think  there  would. 

396.  It  would  fall  more  readily  into  the  decimal  calculation  ? — I  think  it 
would. 

397.  For  a  great  many  years  after  the  establishment  of  the  decimal  coinage 
in  France,  was  not  the  five  centimes  piece  in  use  ? — It  was  in  use,  but  it  was  the 
old  sou. 

398.  It  was  equivalent  to  the  sou  ? — Yes. 

399.  From  the  circumstance  of  its  being  part  of  a  decimal  scale,  and  also 
part  of  the  old  coinage,  it  was  found  to  be  a  very  convenient  division  for  the 
ordinary  purposes  of  payment  ? — I  suppose  iir  some  few  instances  there  might 
be  a  convenience,  from  its  being  incliided  in  the  decimal  sccde,  but  not  very 
many.     1  he  decimal  scale  seems  not  to  have  got  hold  of  France. 

400.  Will  you  have  the  kindness  to  state  again,  your  objection  to  the  quarter- 
sovereign  ? — My  objection  to  the  quarter-sovereign  is,  that  it  is  represented  by 
two  significant  figures,  the  two  and  five. 

401.  Would  not  that  objection  apply  principally  to  it  as  a  money  of  account, 
and  not  as  a  coin  in  daily  use  ? — No  ;  1  think  it  is  found  in  daily  use,  that  halving 
the  value  of  the  coins  is  not  particularly  convenient.  I  may  mention  a  simple 
instance,  viz.,  that  the  3  d.  is  by  no  means  so  convenient  as  the  4  d.  There 
is  a  positive  advantage  in  having  a  coin  that  is  not  half,  that  it  gives  you  change 
to  a  smaller  amount.     Two  4  d.  against  a  6  rf.  make  2  d. 

402.  Do  you  think  that  that  is  equivalent  to  the  300  mils  being  the  aliquot 
part  of  the  sovereign  ? — I  do  not  think  that  the  being  an  aliq^t  of  the  sove- 
reign is  of  any  consequence  whatever.  I  consider  the  principles  to  govern  the 
choice  of  coins  to  be  these  :  what  are  the  easiest  to  make  up  a  sum  that  you 
have  to  pay ;  and  what  coins  are  the  easiest  to  value  when  presented  to  you  in 
a  great  number. 

403.  Is  it  not  a  great  object  in  introducing  this  decimal  coinage  that,  if 
possible,  the  new  coins  should  represent,  as  nearly  as  may  be,  the  value  of  the 
coins  to  which  the  public  is  now  accustomed  ? — As  far  as  is  fairly  consistent 
with  the  system. 

404.  The  25-mil  piece  would  exactly  represent  the  6d.  ? — Yes. 

405.  And  would  therefore  have  the  advantage  to  which  I  have  alluded  in 
some  former  questions  ? — Supposing  the  6  d.  to  be  very  little  better  than  the 
4  d.y  which  I  believe  is  the  case,  I  think  there  is  no  particular  advantage. 

406.  Do  you  think  the  quantity  and  number  of  payments  to  the  amount  of 
4  d.  are  at  all  equal  to  the  payments  amounting  to  6  d.  r — Certainly  not ;  the  6  d. 
had  possession  of  the  field. 

407*  Then,  keeping  thQ  new  coinage  equivalent  to  the  value  of  the  old,  as 
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near  as  possible,  does  it  not  apply  equally  to  the  6  d.  as  to  the  4  rf.  piece  ?  —         Profesj^or 
Certainly .  George  B,  Airy. 

408.  Which  of  the  oH  coins  would  the  20-mil  represent? — It  would  be      ' 
between  4  rf.  and  6  d.  *^  **V  »853. 

409.  Would  not  the  objection  to  which  I  have  referred  apply  to  the  intro- 
duction of  the  20-mil  piece  ? — It  is  a  new  coin  ;  there  is  that  objection,  and 
that  objection  there  must  be. 

410.  Have  you  considered  the  objections  to  a  piece  of  mixed  metal  ? — I  am 
aware  that  th^re  are  some  practical  objections. 

411.  Have  you  been  in  the  habit  of  seeing  the  mixed  coins  in  the  German 
States  ?— Yes. 

412.  Do  you  not  consider  them  exceedingly  objectionable? — Plated  coiAs 
are  very  objectionable. 

413.  Is  there  not  this  objection  to  plated  coins,  that  they  absolutely  lessen 
in  value  as  the  silver  surface  very  rapidly  wears  off  ? — They  lose  in  intrinsic 
value.     I  should  not  think  of  adopting  a  plated  coin. 

414.  In  fact,  as  soon  as  the  silver  is  worn  off,  they  cease  to  be  coins  having 
an  intrinsic  value,  and  become  tokens  only  ? — ^Yes ;  but  Intrust  we  should  never 
have  such  a  coin  in  our  country. 

415.  Do  they  not  become  very  black  and  dirty  ? — They  are  very  ugly  coins. 

416.  Have  you  turned  your  attention  to  the  mode  of  obviating  the  objec- 
tions which  you  seem  to  feel  to  having  the  coin  you  recommend  of  mixed 
metal  ?— I  do  not  think  that  there  is  any  serious  objection  to  an  alloy. 

417.  You  think  we  could  easily  introduce,  by  the  use  of  an  alloyed  metal, 
a  coin  with  a  sufficient  intrinsic  value  ? — There  would  be  no  difficulty  whatever. 
The  only  difficulty  I  see  at  present,  upon  which  persons  better  acquainted  with 
those  matters  than  I  can  pretend  to  be,  is  the  introducing  into  common  use 
such  a  test  as  will  discriminate  between  a  genuine  coin  and  a  forgery, 

41 8.  You  prefer  the  four  mils,  two  mils,  and  one  mil,  to  five,  two,  and  one? 
— I  hold  it  indispensable  at  first  to  have  the  four ;  I  should  trust  in  a  few  years 
that  the  four  might  be  expelled  and  a  five  issued. 

419.  Mr.  JV.  BrwrnJ]  You  have  told  us  that  in  merchandise  you  think  the 
quantity  sold  would  soon  accommodate  itself  to  the  amount  of  money  received ; 
would  not  labour  do  the  same  ? — No  doubt,  in  somie  cases,  it  would. 

420.  Inasmuch  as  copper  and  shillings  are  mere  tokens  coins,  and  legal 
tender  only  up  to  a  certain  amount,  it  would  be  of  very  little  importance 
whether  the  mixed  metal  tokens  deteriorated  in  weight  or  not,  being  ultimately 
exchangeable  for  silver? — Certainly 

421 .  Chairman.']  Do  you  think  it  desirable  to  have  as  few  coins  as  possible  ? 
' — Certainly ;  as  few  as  ^11  express  everything  we  want. 

422.  You  think  the  smaller  the  number  of  coins  the  better? — No  doubt. 

423.  Does  the  British  coinage,  in  your  opinion,  afford  any  particular  facilities 
for  the  introducing  of  the  decimal  system  ? — It  does  in  the  points  I  have  men- 
tioned before.  The  circumstance  that  the  great  money  of  account  and  the 
smallest  coin  can  be  separated  by  a  multiple  of  1,000  almost  exactly,  is  one 
consideration.  In  the  next  place,  inasmuch  as  there  are  three  decimal  steps  in 
the  system,  which  require  four  coins  to  make  them  complete,  three  of  them 
exist  already.  I  should  think  there  never  was  so  favourable  an  opportunity  in 
the  world  for  introducing  the  decimal  scale. 

424.  Is  not  the  British  money  of  account  larger  than  that  used  in  other 
countries?  — It  is  larger  than  any  other,  and  for  that  reason  it  requires  the 
three  steps. 

425.  Viscoimt  Goderich.]  You  were  asked  a  t[uestion  just  now  about  the 
retention  of  the  old  sous  piece  in  Prance ;  do  you  not  conceive  it  possible  that 
the  retention  of  the  sous  piece  of  6  centimes  rather  tended  to  retard  than  to 
advance  the  adoption  of  the  decimal  system  ? — ^I  am  not  able  to  say ;  but  it 
has  gone  on  in  ^  most  irregular  way. 

426.  May  it  W)t  be  perlMtps  owing  to  the  faet  that  the  recollection  of  the 
old  coins  was  by  that  means  kept  up? — No  doubt  the  retention  of  the  old  com 
would  keep  up  the  recollection  of  the  old  system. 

427.  Lord  Stanley.']  Do  you  attach  any  importance  to  the  circuhtion  of  the 
six-shilling  pieees  which  you  propose  f — No,  I  should  merely  use  them  if  the 
public  want  them. 

0.66.  B  4  428.  Have 

Digitized  by  VnOOQ IC 


40  MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE  TAKEN  BEFORE  THE 

Professor  428.  Have  you  any  objection  to  the  circulation  of  250  mils,  that  is  five-shil- 

GiOTge  B.  Airy.    Ung  pieces,  in  silver  ? — ^Yes. 

'  429.  Is  it  your  own  opinion  that  it  would  be  necessary  to  have  any  coins 

ioMaji853.  between  the  600-mil  pieces,  and  that  of  200  mils?— Not  necessarily;  but  I 
would  follow  the  wants  of  the  public  in  that  respect.  As  to  the  introduction 
of  coins,  and  their  expression  by  one  significant  figure,  or  by  two  significant 
figures,  I  think  the  Committee  ought  to  be  made  acquainted  with  the  present 
state  of  the  weights  at  the  Bank  of  England.  It  has  been  found  by  degrees 
that  in  the  weighing  of  bullion  the  troy  pound  is  of  no  use  whatever,  and  it  has 
practically  disappeared  altogether.  The  troy  ounce  is  the  unit,  but  the  sub- 
division of  the  troy  ounce  by  pennyweights  and  grains  was  found  intolerably 
inconvenient.  The  weights  at  the  Bank  are  now  expressed  by  one  single 
figure  with  ciphers,  and  they  begin  with  500  ounces,  400,  300,  200,  100,  and 
then  50,  40,  30,  20,  10  ;  and  5,  4,  3,  2,  1  ;  then  decimal  point  5,  decimal 
point  4,  decimal  point  3,  decimal  point  2,  decimal  point  1  ;  decimal  04,  03,  02, 
01 ;  and  decimal  point  004,  003,  002,  001.  This  is  an  instance  which  has  a 
strong  analogy  to  the  decimal  coinage,  and  it  is  a  plan  to  which  the  practical 
sense  of  the  officers  of  the  Bank  has  driven  them. 

430.  Mr.  W.  Brown.']  Inasmuch  as  the  avoirdupois  pound  is  the  general  we%ht 
used  throughout  Great  Britain,  would  it  not  have  been  better,  as  the  Bank 
were  making  a  change,  to  have  adopted  the  avoirdupois  pound  instead  of  the 
troy  pound,  so  that  it  might  be  uniform  throughout  ? — Perhaps  it  would ;  but  it 
would  be  easier  to  do  that  now  than  it  was  before. 

43 1 .  Mr.  J.  Balh'\  In  addition  to  the  point  suggested  to  you  with  reference 
to  the  retention  of  the  6rf.,  is  there  not  this  point  to  be  considered;  that  in 
dividing  by  two,  which  you  say  is  the  ordinary  mode  of  dividing  coins,  persons 
wanting  to  divide  the  shilling  would  be  compelled  to  use  copper  money,  to 
which  they  have  a  strong  objection  ? — ^The  division  of  the  shilling  by  two  is 
not  used  so  very  extensively  ;  if  anything  costs  1^.  4  c?.  and  is  divided  by  two, 
the  6rf.  is  of  no  use  whatever. 

432.  Is  not  your  objection  to  the  retention  of  the  25-mil  piece  rather  one 
that  has  reference  to  computation,  than  the  convenience  of  practical  use  in 
small  dealings  ? — ^Yes,  it  is. 

^  433*  I  presume  the  motive  for  using  the  alloy  for  the  10-mil  piece  would  be 
the  small  size  of  the  coin  if  it  were  of  silver  ? — ^Yes. 

434.  Have  you  considered  whether  that  might  be  obviated  by  coining  it  in 
the  form  of  a  flattened  ring  ? — I  remember  it  was  once  proposed  by  Sir  John 
Herschel ;  I  have  never  thought  of  it  sufficiently  to  say  that  I  am  aware  of  any 
objection  to  it, 

435.  Would  it  not  obviate  the  other  objections  to  the  use  of  an  alloy  r — It 
would. 

436.  The  practical  objection  to  the  four  and  five-mil  piece  would  be  that 
they  would  approach  each  other  in  size  ? — I  think  there  would  be  no  difficulty 
in  distinguishing  them ;  you  might  mark  the  value  of  the  four-mil  pieces  with 
a  word;  you  might  have  the  five-mil  piece  with  an  enormous  "V"  on  its 
reverse  side  ;  and  on  the  obverse  side  you  might  have  one  with  a  legend  close 
to  the  edge,  and  another  with  a  broad  flat  rim. 

437.  Have  you  ever  considered  whether  in  coins  in  which  it  is  not  important 
that  the  intrinsic  value  should  exactiy  correspond  with  the  coin  in  use,  it  is 
necessary  to  adhere  to  the  round  form  of  coins ;  might  not  plates  of  copper  be 
conveniently  cut  into  hexagons  ? — ^There  is  an  old  story  of  money  burning  in 
the  pocket ;  I  think  it  would  be  found  very  destructive. 

438.  Mr.  IV.  Brown.']  Do  you  think  it  desirable  that  coins  should  not  be 
milled  at  the  edge  ? — 1  remember  that  was  considered  a  great  improvement 
when  it  was  introduced. 

439.  Mr.  J.  B.  Smith.]  Practically,  in  counting  a  large  number  of  25-mil 
pieces,  could  not  a  bank  clerk  with  great  facility  take  four  at  a  time,  which 
would  make  a  florin,  instead  of  the  several  30  or  40  mil  pieces,  where  you 
would  have,  first  of  aJl,  to  count  them  separately,  and  then  to  calculate  them  ^ 
— I  think  I  could  take  them  out  separately  with  greater  ease. 

440.  When  bankers  give  you  half-sovereigns  and  sixpences,  they  count 
two  together ;  would  they  not  in  the  same  way  take  four  together,  and  in 
a  large  number  of  coins  would  not  that  be  better  than  having  to  count  each 
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individual  coin  and  then  to  calcidate  them  ?—  Supposing  there  were  a  great         Professor 
number  of  coins  mixed  together  of  various  sums,  that  would  be  so.  George  B.  Aitf 

441.  Supposing  you  had  a  number  of  coins  mixed  together,  it  would  be      "~J      77 
necessary  to  separate  them  ? — ^Yes,  but  that  would  be  done  by  picking  them      ^^    ^^  ^  ^^' 
out  one  by  one. 

442.  Chmman,']  I  collect,  from  your  answers  to  Sir  William  Clay's  questions, 
that  you  would  object  to  retaining  a  coin  equivalent  to  the  present  6  d.y  even  in 
a  transition  state? — I  think  I  would  keep  it  as  short  a  time  as  possible;  the 
public  having  been  accustomed  to  it,  they  must  be  humoured,  but  I  would  try 
to  get  rid  of  it  as  soon  as  I  could. 

443.  Supposing  the  decimal  coinage  to  be  introduced,  what  would  you  make 
the  money  of  account  ?— The  pound. 

444.  In  what  way  should  accounts  be  kept : — In  the  ordinary  account  books 
there  would  be  four  columns,  each  of  the  breadth  of  one  figure,  the  first  for 
pounds,  then  florins,  and  then  cents  (if  they  were  so  called),  and  then  mils. 

445.  Would  it  not  be  more  convenient  to  have  three  columns  only  r — I  would 
rather  consult  a  clerk  of  the  Bank  of  England  on  that  point,  and  for  this 
reason :  the  Bank  of  England  takes  the  lead  in  rejecting  smaJl  coin,  and  it 
might  be  that  the  Bank  would  reject  the  mils  altogether ;  I  am  not  sure  that 
they  would,  but  if  not,  it  would  be  more  convenient  to  have  four  columns  ;  you 
might  have  three  lines  in  black  ink  and  the  fourth  in  blue  ink.  I  should  very 
much  prefer  writing  down  the  value  of  coins  in  the  way  in  which  a  sailor  writes 
down  the  degrees  and  minutes  ;  instead  of  writing  down  25  degrees  8  minutes, 
he  puts  down  25  08,  and  that  would  be  the  best  way  for  the  coinage  of  this 
country. 

446.  Mr.  J.  Ball]  Would  there  not  be  some  danger  of  the  clerk  in  the 
Bank  of  England  forgetting  the  figure  "0"  and  ms^ing  a  mistake?— There 
would  be  that  danger  sometimes ;  I  should  prefer  one  figure  in  each  column. 

447.  Chairman.']  You  object  to  the  two  lines  of  figures  being  in  one  column? 
— I  should  prefer  a  single  line  of  figures  to  a  single  column. 

448.  hord  Stanley.]  Would  columns  be  necessary  ?— They  are  ruled  in  the 
books  of  the  Bank  of  England.  I  think  that  is  the  only  bank  in  which  they 
are  ruled. 

449.  In  the  decimal  system,  can  you  not  write  down  the  amount  without  any 
columns  ? — It  is  simply  for  the  purpose  of  setting  down  the  figures  one  under 
the  other. 

450.  Chairman.]  You  would  have  pounds,  florins,  cents,  and  mils  ? — Yes. 

451.  Would  you  have  the  words,  ''  cents'*  and  '*mils  "  both  stamped  upon 
the  coins  ? — I  would  not  have  both  "  cents  *'  and  *^  mils.''  I  think  it  might 
be  desirable  to  have  reference  to  both  ends  of  the  system,  the  mil  and  the 
pound. 

452.  Mr.  fV.  Brorvn.]  A  grocer  in  an  extensive  way  of  business  has  sug- 
gested that  we  had  better  call  the  small  coins  "tenths"  rather  than  **  mils  "  ? 
— ^The  "  tenth  "  is  not  so  good  a  term,  because  it  does  not  refer  to  the  money 
of  account. 

453.  Mr.  CardwelL]  You  wish  every  figure  in  the  ordinary  mode  of  keeping 
accounts  to  refer  to  a  coin  in  ordinary  use  ? — Certainly ;  that  is  quite  neces- 
sary. 

454.  If  you  had  only  three  denominations  instead  of  four,  then  your  account 
would  have  one  figure  in  it  when  there  was  no  corresponding  coin ;  if  you  kept 
your  accounts  in  pounds,  florins,  and  mils,  there  would  be  a  place  in  the  mode 
of  entering  up  the  figures  in  the  accounts  which  had  no  coin  corresponding 
with  it;  and  that,  in  your  opinion,  would  be  objectionable? — I  think  it  would. 
I  must  state  that,  after  all,  a  decimal  system  is  something  which  rests  in  the 
mind,  and  it  is  very  desirable  that  the  mind  should  be  assisted  by  the  material 
steps  of  the  system  as  much  as  possible. 

455.  Mr.  J.  B.  Smith.']  Suppose  you  were  to  keep  your  own  accounts,  and 
you  had  to  enter  8  /.  15^.  6  rf.,  you  would  not  have  three  columns  to  enter  it 
8 1  7 ft'  75  «!.,  but  would  write  it  8775  ?— Yes. 

456.  In  all  probability,  when  the  public  get  accustomed  to  the  decimal  system, 
that  would  be  the  usual  mode  of  keeping  accounts  ?—  It  would. 
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457.  Probably,  in  the  first  mfitance,  it  would  be  kqit  in  three  columns,  and 
gwiy  M.Ji^.    yQ^  ^ould  say  8  L  7fi*  75  m.  ?— Perhaps  that  would  be  so. 
JO  MsT  iSsa.         ^**"  "^^  other  b€»ng  the  simplest,  the  publio  would  soon  fall  into  it  ? — Yes ; 
^  ^^     -~*  being  not  only  the  simplest,  but  less  liable  to  error. 


459.  Chairman.']  Is  it  not  much  more  simple  to  say  8  L  7  ft*  75  mi  than  to 
msf  8  L  Tfii.  7c.  5m.  ? — It  would  be ;  but  it  is  desirable  that  the  %ures  should 
oconpy  thffee  distinct  places  in  the  scale ;  then  it  is  done  best  by  the  use  of  four 
eokuims. 

460.  Probaidy  peoj^e  would  soon  learn  the  habit  of  using  the  figures  merdy 
8775,  without  using  any  names  of  coins  at  all  ? — I  think  they  would. 

461.  Sir  W.  Ctojf.]  Would  there  not  be  some  convenience  in  retaining  the 
three  columns,  in  keeping  accounts,  which  are  at  present  in  use ;  that  is,  under 
tile  present  ^stem  the  fourth  column  contains  frequently  two  figures,  and  occa- 
sionally two  in  addition  for  the  expression  of  a  farthing? — I  should  prefer  sepa* 
rate  columns ;  a  careless  clerk  will  sometimes  add  the  figure  in  the  units  to  the 
figure  in  the  tens. 

462.  ITie  third  column  would  never  contain  more  than  two  figures,  whereas 
ad:  present  it  occasionally  contains  four  ? — It  would  be  an  improvement  on  the 
present  system ;  but  it  might  be  better  still,  I  think,  by  the  separate  columns. 

463.  American  accounts  are  kept  in  two  columns,  are  they  not ;  that  is,  in 
dollan  and  cents? — They  use  dollars  and  cents,  I  know;  but  I  am  not 
Acquainted  with  the  mode  of  keeping  accounts* 

464.  In  France,  do  they  not  also  keep  the  accounts  in  two  colomns  ? — In 
fi:anc8  and  centimes ;  but  they  are  seldom  separated  into  columns. 

465.  Our  columns  would  not  contain  more  figures  than  either  the  American 
or  thti  French  r — No  worse  than  theirs ;  but  I  should  wish  to  make  ours  better. 

466.  Chairman.]  You  do  not  think  it  would  be  better  than  to  continue  the 
three  columns,  the  prejudice  of  the  people  being  in  fitvour  of  the  three  columns  ? 
— I  do  not  think  any  rule  could  be  laid  down  for  the  public. 

467.  Mr.  J.  Ball.']  In  small  sums  no  columns  at  all  would  be  necessary? — 
No ;  they  would  be  set  down  as  you  do  a  number  of  figures  of  one  kind  in 
which  the  mil  is  the  unit. 

468.  Have  you  ever  considered  the  nature  of  the  difficulties  in  tb©  way  of 
international  arrangements  which  would  make  the  coins  of  two  countries 
exchangeable  at  a  fixed  rate  ? — ^It  is  very  difficult  to  alter  the  basis  of  a  system. 

469.  Assuming  that  the  present  moment  were  favourable  to  the  adoption  of 
gold  as  the  standard  of  value  by  countries  which  have  not  hitherto  adopted  it, 
would  it  be  necessary  to  fix  upon  a  common  basis  of  fineness  as  to  the  precious 
metal  ? — I  am  not  con^etent  to  speak  to  that. 

470.  Has  it  occurred  to  you  whether,  supposing  a  standard  of  fineness  were 
agreed  upon,  that  the  coins  of  different  countries,  or  at  least  of  some,  might 
become  mutually  interchangeable  at  a  fixed  rate,  not  depending  upon  the 
oscillations  of  commerce  ? — Supposing  France  were  to  adopt  gold  as  the  exclu- 
sive standard,  I  see  no  difficulty  in  making  the  coins  interchangeable. 

471 .  In  fact,  the  two  essential  points  are  the  establishment  of  the  same 
metal,  and  of  a  common  standard  of  'fineness  for  gold  and  silver  in  the  two 
countries  ?— That  is  included  in  the  first,  in  my  opinion. 

472.  If  the  two  countries  were  to  agree  that  they  would  adopt  a  common 
standard  of  silver,  and  that  the  amount  of  seigneurage  charged  at  the  JVfint 
should  be  the  same,  then  it  would  be  possible  for  the  English  florin  to  circulate 
in  Prance,  and  the  fivc*Aanc  piece  to  circulate  in  En^and  r — If  the  seigneurage 
on  silver  were  the  same,  it  being  supposed  there  is  none  upon  gold,  I  think  it 
would  be  possible  in  that  case  to  make  silver  exchangeable  for  silver,  and  gold 
exchangeckble  fi[)P  gold. 

473»  Mr.  W.  BrownS]  Suppose  we  had  the  sam&we^ht  of  gold  in  a  sove- 
mgnas  in  a  Napoleon,  would  not  the  temporary  balance  of  trade  cause  the 
gold  to  be  sent  one  way  or  the  other,  even  supposing  they  were  to-day  equiva*- 
lent  ? — I  do  not  think  it  would^  the  expense  of  sending  the  gold  coin  from  one 
country  to  another  bdng  very  amalL 

474.  So  far  as  that  goes,  it  mi^it  disturb  it? — ^It  migfat. 

475.  Mr.  J.  B.  Smith:]  It  never  could  exceed  the  expense  of  sending- it  £Dom 
one  country  to  another  ? — No. 

476.  Mr. 
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476.  Mr.  fV.   Brown.]  In  reference   to  the  suggestion  to  adopt  the  mil  Professor 
instead  of  the  florin,  do  you  think  the  people  would  be  as  well  pleased  to  Omrge  B.  Airj^ 

receive  25  mils  for  6  d.  as  to  receive,  as  they  do  now,  24  farthings  ? — They  

would  be  a  little  disturbed,  no  doubt ;  their  calculations  tend  always  to  the  *^  '"■^  *^^ 
score,  and  they  might  prefer  it  in  the  present  scale ;  I  know  the  working  men 

in  Suffolk  refer  to  the  score. 

477.  Chairman.]  Do  you  think  a  change  would  excite  a  prejudice  in  their 
minds? —It  would,  but  it  would  be  the  same  whatever  the  change  might  be; 
whatever  is  changed  there  will  be  a  prejudice  against  it,  but  the  inconvenience 
of  the  change  of  copper  will  be  vastly  less  than  the  change  of  gold. 

478.  Would  it  not  be  felt  more  by  the  poorer  classes  ? — I  think  not ;  there 
is  no  class  so  poor  as  to  rely  upon  copper  as  the  basis  of  money. 

479.  Nor  in  the  payment  of  wages  ? — Nor  in  the  payment  of  wages,  which 
are  always  paid  in  shillings ;  I  refer  to  weekly  or  daily  wages. 

480.  You  see  no  other  diffijculties  except  those  alluded  to  as  to  the  payments 
fixed  by  Act  of  Parliament? — I  see  no  other  real  diflSculties. 

481.  Mr.  J.  B.  Smith.]  I  think  you  have  stated  that  you  think  it  very  desir- 
able to  adopt  the  decimal  system  of  weights  and  measures  ? — To  some  extent, 
and  probably  concurrent  with  the  binary  system. 

482.  Do  you  think  a  uniform  system  throughout  the  worid  would  be  a  great 
advantage? — Not  so  much  as  would  at  first  sight  appear;  I  suppose  of  the 
20,000,000  of  people  in  England,  that  not  10,000  have  anything  to  do  with  the 
weights  of  foreign  countries,  and  it  is  far  more  important  to  make  the  relations 
among  themselves  certain  and  convenient. 

483.  Would  it  not  facilitate  calculations .  of  merdiants,  if  the  weight!  asd 
measures  were  the  same  r — Yes ;  but  they  are,  after  all,  a  small  body. 

484.  I  believe  there  is  no  ccmntry  with  whidi  we  trade,  except  perhaps 
America,  whidi  uses  the  same  weights  and  measures  as  ourselves ;  and  therefore^ 
in  making  your  calculations,  you  have  to  convert  the  weights  and  measores 
of  foreign  countries  into  the  weights  and  measures  of  ycmr  own  country? 
—Yes. 

485.  Would  it  not  be  a  great  convenience,  if  all  foreign  countries  adopbed 
l^e  same  weights  and  measures  as  ours  ? — It  would  be  some  convenience. 

486.  Would  it  not  be  as  great  an  advantage  and  convenience  as  the  adoptiDii 
of  a  decimal  coinage  ? — No  ;  every  person  in  the  country  has  to  do  with  acUBng 
or  subtracting  sums  of  money,  but  there  is  not  one  person  in  a  thousand 
requiring  an  acquaintance  with  foreign  weights  and  measures. 

487.  We  have  a  uniformity  of  weights  and  measures  in  England  by  law,  but 
not  in  practice  ?— That  must  be  a  great  inconvenience. 

488.  Is  it  not  a  great  inconvenience,  to  find  in  every  town  you  enter, 
a  different  standard  01  weights  and  measures  ? — I  do  not  think  it  is  the  case  with 
the  fundamental  unit,  I  believe  the  avoirdupois  pound  is  the  same  in  one  town  as 
in  another. 

489.  Does  that  apply  to  measures  ? — I  think  so. 

490.  Does  it  not  require  calculation  ? — I  think  not. 

491.  Is  not  wheat  sold  by  bags  in  some  places,  pecks  in  others,  and  strikes 
in  others  ?— A  strike  is  a  common  term  in  Suffolk,  and  it  usually  means  a 
bushel.  The  official  unit  for  wheat  is  the  quarter,  but  that  is  not  the  practical 
unit,  at  least  in  Suffolk,  the  county  I  am  best  acquainted  with. 

492.  You  do  not  think  it  a  matter  of  much  importance  whether  weights  and 
measures  be  uniform  or  not  ? — I  do  not  think  it  is,  with  reference  to  the  rest  of 
the  world,  but  on  our  own  account  It  is  of  great  importance. 

493.  In  our  dealings  with  fweign  countries,  you  do  not  think  it  is  ? — I  do  not 
think  it  is. 
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JaviSf  26^  die  Maii,  1853. 


MEMBERS   present: 


Mr.  Tufiiell. 
Mr.  William  Brown. 
Mr.  John  Ball. 
Lord  Stanley. 
Mr.  Hamilton. 


Mr.  John  Benjamin  Smith. 
Mr.  Kinnaird. 
Mr.  Danlop. 
Sir  W.  Clav. 


The  Right  Hon.  H.  TUFNELL,  in  the  Chair. 


Professor  George  Biddell  Airy  called  in  ;  and  further  Examined. 

Profenor  494*  Chairman.']  WOULD  you  wish  to  add  anything  to  the  evidence  you  gave 

B.  B.  Airy.       before  the  Committee  at  the  last  meeting  ? — There  is  one  addition  which,  with 

the  permission  of  the  Committee,   I  will  make,  and  which,  although  it  did  not 

i6  May  1853.  occur  to  me  at  the  last  meeting,  I  regard  as  important.  In  the  event  of  adoption 
of  the  decimal  scale  proceeding  from  the  pound,  it  will  be  necessary  at  once  to  issue 
florins  in  large  numbers,  marked  with  legible  inscriptions  in  Arabic  numerals 
and  Roman  letters ;  and  also,  perhaps,  to  call  in  the  shillings,  and  to  issue  a 
new  coin  of  the  same  value,  but  marked  with  the  name  **half  florin.''  Unless 
some  measure  is  adopted  for  making  the  florin  very  conspicuous  as  a  cardinal 
point  in  the  coinage  scale,  it  is  much  to  be  feared  that  many  small  shopkeepers 
will  keep  their  accounts  by  pounds,  shillings,  and  mils.  I  see  no  other  probable 
difiiculty  in  the  introduction  of  the  decimal  scale.  That  is  all  I  have  to  offer 
to  the  Committee. 

495.  Mr.  J.  B.  Smith.]  Have  you  anything  to  add  in  reference  to  your  evi- 
dence on  the  last  examination  respecting  the  French  centimes? — I  have  found, 
since  the  last  meeting  of  the  Committee,  that  the  French  centime  was  issued 
earlier  and  in  greater  numbers  in  France  than  1  was  aware  of;  but  I  can  speak 
from  my  own  experience,  having  lived  there  for  a  considerable  time,  that  it 
very  rarely  is  found  in  use;  and  judging  from  what  I  saw^  I  should  say  that  the 
habits  of  the  people  are  not  affected  by  a  consideration  of  the  centime  as  part  of 
decimal  scale. 

496.  Are  you  aware  that,  since  1792,  no  coins  have  been  coined  at  the 
French  Mint  except  upon  the  decimal  principle ;  and  that  all  the  public  accounts 
have  been  kept  since  that  period  in  francs  and  centimes? — I  am  not  acquainted 
with  the  form  of  the  public  accounts,  although  I  have  always  understood  that 
they  are  kept  decimally.  All  the  coins,  including  the  sou,  which  is,  in  fact,  the 
fundamental  coin  in  France,  are  necessarily  under  the  decimal  scale. 

497.  Are  you  aware  that  no  sous  have  been  coined  since  1793,  the  sou  being 
a  coin  which  was  in  circulation  previous  to  that  period,  and  still  circulates  at 
five  centimes  ? — I  was  not  aware  of  the  date  of  the  coinage  or  non-coinage  of 
the  sou,  but  the  sou  is  practically  the  copper  coin  of  France;  I  mean  it  may 
take  the  name  of  the  five  centimes  piece. 

498.  That  is  to  say,  the  old  coinage  of  the  sou  piece  circulates  at  what  is  it 
worth;  that  is,  five  centimes? — Yes. 

499.  Chairman.]  Do  you  see  any  practicardifficulty  in  the  introduction  of  the 
new  system  of  decimal  coinage? — No,  I  do  not,  except  such  difficulties  as  will 
always  occur  in  the  substitution  of  one  coin  for  another.  That  which  I  have 
just  mentioned  appears  to  me  most  likely  to  be  the  difficulty  at  first,  that  unless 
the  name  of  the  shilling,  and  with  it  the  idea  of  the  shilling,  be  withdrawn,  in  a 
great  measure,  it  is  likely  that  small  shopkeepers  might  keep  their  accounts  in 
pounds  and  shillings,  and  that  which  is  the  next  subordinate,  namely,  mils. 

500.  You  consider  it  very  essential  that  that  should  be  avoided? — I  consider 
it  very  essential  that  the  attention  of  the  public  should  be  directed  to  the  florin, 
as  the  next  step  to  the  pound. 

501.  Lord 
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501.  Lord  Stapiley.]  Would  you  propose  to  withdraw  the  shilliog  altogether 
from  circulatioQ  ? — ^To  withdraw  it  by  name,  but  the  conveoience  of  the  coin 
must  be  preserved.     I  would  issue  an  equivalent  coin  bearing  the  name  of  half- 
florin. 

502.  Chairman.^  You  stated  the  other  day  that,  by  way  of  yielding  to  pre- 
judice, you  would  allow  also  the  quarter  florin  ? — I  would  for  a  time,  if  neces- 
sary, but  I  hope  it  will  perish  at  last. 


Professor 
G.  B.  Airy. 

s6  May  1853. 


Sir  John  Herschel  called  in ;  and  Examined. 

503.  Chairman.']  WE  know  that  you  hold  the  office  of  Master  of  the  Royal 
Mint? — I  do. 

504.  In  that  position,  1  believe,  you  have  had  manv  opportunities  of  con- 
sidering the  present  monetary  system  of  this  country?—  1  have. 

505.  Do  you  consider  the  monetary  system  now  in  use  has  any  particular 
advantages,  either  with  regard  to  the  ordinary  transactions  of  business,  of  book 
accounts  or  of  foreign  exchanges? — I  do  not  consider  that  it  has  any  particular 
advantages  in  any  of  those  respects.  I  consider  that  in  many  of  those  respects  it 
is  deficient  in  advantages. 

506.  The  scale,  I  believe  is  not  founded  upon  any  scientific  principle? — Not 
upon  any  scientific  principle ;  on  the  contrary,  I  should  gay  it  is  founded  upon 
what  I  should  consider  an  unscientific  principle.     It  is  irregular  in  system. 

507.  Does  it  not  give  a  great  deal  of  unnecessary  clerical  labour,  and  also 
render  the  accounts  liable  to  error? — I  think  it  does.  I  think  it  involves  unne- 
cessary clerical  labour,  inasmuch  as  it  requires  a  continual  change  of  the  multi- 
pliers and  divisors  of  the  units  of  the  system  ;  and  in  adding  up  long  columns 
of  accounts  it  is  necessarily  liable  to  error,  on  account  of  the  different  divisors 
you  have  to  apply  to  the  sums  total. 

508.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  a  great  advantage  if  a  simpler  system  could 
be  introduced  ? — I  think  there  can  be  no  doubt  of  it. 

509.  Supposing  a  change  could  be  effected,  have  you  considered  what  change 
would  be  the  most  advisable? — If  any  change  at  all  take  place,  there  can  be  no 
doubt  whatever  that  it  must  he  to  the  decimal  system.  I  can  imagine  no  other 
system  to  compete  with  the  present,  inasmuch  as  the  present  system  has 
the  divisor  3  as  a  superfluous  quantity  ;  the  decimal  has  2  and  5  only,  and  the 
decimal  system  only  is  in  accord  with  our  whole  system  of  enumeration,  with  all 

-our  modes  of  reckoning,  and  with  the  use  of  tables  of  logarithms. 

510.  In  the  principal  money  of  account,  the  multipliers  are  always  decimal  ? 
— I  conceive  they  ought  to  be  so. 

511.  Have  any  steps  been  taken  by  the  Bank,  or  by  the  Mint,  in  reference  to 
bullion  and  assaying,  towards  introducing  a  decimal  system  of  calculation  and 
book-keeping? — You  are  perhaps  aware,  from  the  evidence  already  given,  that 
'the  Bank  of  England  has  lately  disused  the  division  of  the  troy  pound  into 
ounces,  pennyweights,  and  grains,  and  reckons  its  bullion  now  only  by  such 
ounces  and  their  decimals,  f  might  observe,  that  the  Mint  proposes  to  follow 
their  example,  so  soon  as  the  violent  pressure  under  which  it  is  at  present  work- 
•ing  shall  allow  it  a  breathing  time  to  make  the  change.  The  decimal  system  of 
reporting  the  assays  of  bullion  is  fast  driving  out  the  old  system  of  reckoning  by 
grains  and  carat-grains,  that  being  a  very  puzzling  and  almost  incomprehensible 
system  to  those  who  have  not  made  it  their  business  to  understand  it.  Botli  the 
Bank  and  the  Mint  now  receive  decimal  reports,  and  in  a  short  time  the  whole 

-system  of  carats  will,  I  have  no  doubt,  disappear  altogether  from  the  bullion 
market  and  be  completely  disused,  and  the  present  French  system  of  reporting 
Tthe  fineness  of  gold  in  millesimals  adopted.  So  far  as  regards  the  difiiculty  of 
the  present  system,  1  hold  in  my  hand  some  tables  by  which  calculations  have 
been  carried  out,  which,  without  them,  would  have  been  intolerable  to  the 
patience. 

512.  I  understood  you  to  say.  Sir  John,  that  this  system  has  not  yet  been 
introduced  into  the  Mint,  but  it  is  decided  that  it  shall  be  done  as  soon  as  prac- 
ticable ? — As  soon  as  practicable  it  will  be  done. 

513.  You  are  so  convinced  of  the  necessity  of  it,  from  what  has  taken  place 
at  the  Bank,  that  you  have  determined  to  introduce  it  ? — I  am  convinced  of  the 
necessity  of  it  from  abstract  principle.     The  Bank  having  resolved  upon  it  made 
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Sir  J.  H$r9cheL     an  overture  to  myself,  as  magter  of  the  Mint,  to  ascertain  wb^th^  I  was  williag 

to  introduce  it,  and  so  convinced  wa^  I  of  the  advantage  of  it,  that  I  had  no 

s6  Mi^  1853.      hesitation  in  giving  in  my  adhesion  to  the  system. 

514.  Arc  you  of  opinion  that  our  present  coinage  affords  peculiar  facilities  for 
the  introduction  of  the  decimal  scale  ? — I  am  not  aware  of  any  very  especial 
facilities  it  affords.  The  pound  sterling  is  divided  into  9fl0  farthings,  which 
might,  by  an  easy  transformation,  be  exchanged  for  a  thousand,  without  much 
infringing  upon  ordinary  prices  and  habits.  The  pound  is  also  divided  into  20 
shillings,  and  so  far  accommodates  itself  to  the  decimal  scale. 

515.  Has  not  the  introduction  of  the  florin  facilitated  the  introduction  of  the 
decimal  scale  ? — ^No  doubt  the  florin  is  the  one  essential  turning  point  to  the. 
introduction  of  a  decimal  scale. 

516.  Supposing  that  scale  to  be  introduced,  what  lirould  you  make  the  prin- 
ciple, the  unit  ? — ^The  pound  sterling,  beyond  a  doubt.  Perhaps  on  this  point  I 
may  be  allowed  to  read  to  the  Committee  a  few  observations  I  have  committed 
to  paper. 

'*  I  think  we  must  adopt  the  pound  sterling. 

**  There  are  four  other  systems  which  have  been  proposed.  There  is,  first, 
the  Ducat  system,  M'hich  takes  the  half  pound  as  its  unit.  I  call  it  the  ducat 
system;  some  speak  of  Royls;  some  of  Victorias;  it  is  no  matter,  provided 
only  it  is  not  called  a  pound,  for  if  you  call  it  a  pound  all  manner  of  objections 
apply  to  it,  for  which  I  refer  to  Mr.  Hankey's  evidence. 

**  This  has  some  very  taking  points.  It  preserves  the  shilling  as  the  silver 
unit ;  the  poor  man's  unit,  as  it  has  been  called ;  it  requires  only  doubling  to 
change  pounds  into  Ducats.  It  would  admit  of  a  copper  coin  to  represent  its 
tenth  part ;  a  copper  cent,  which  is  a  real  advantage. 

"  On  the  other  hand  it  has,  in  my  opinion,  fatal  objections.  It  would  double 
the  numerical  announcement  of  debts,  taxes,  liabilities  of  all  kinds,  rents  and 
prices  ;  but  what  is  of  more  real  consequence,  and  is  in  my  mind  unanswerable, 
is  that  the  bulk  of  our  gold  circulation  cannot  possibly  consist  of  10-shilling  pieces. 
It  is  impossible  to  coin  enough  of  them  in  a  given  time  to  meet  emergencies. 
Now  the  bulk  of  your  gold  coinage  must  consist  of  your  gold  unit.  It  would 
never  do  to  have  the  one  great  element  of  all  our  reckonings  thinly  scattered 
among  larger  pieces  as  our  half  sovereigns  are  now  among  the  sovereigns.  It 
would  be,  in  short,  a  mere  money  of  account. 

"  Next  comes  the  Florin  system,  which  would  reckon  all  in  Florins  and  cents 
of  Florins.  This  makes  the  pound  a  natural  decimal  multiple ;  and  so  far  good. 
But  it  assumes  a  silver  monetary  standard,  whereas,  for  good  or  for  ^vil,  for 
better  for  worse,  we  are  married  to  a  gold  one.  I  do  not  mean  to  say  a  silver 
standard  would  not  be  better.  I  believe  it  would,  and  I  believe  a  biniory 
standard,  half  silver,  half  gold,  at  the  option  of  either  party  to  insist  on,  would 
be  better  than  either;  but  gold  is  our  standard  of  value,  and  we  are  lashed  on 
to  it,  and  must  be  carried  along  with  it,  toss  as  it  may. 

*'  Then  comes  the  Shilling  system.  It  has  no  one  point  to  recommend  it  but 
its  copper  dime.  The  sovereign  must  be  called  a  20-shilling  piece ;  the  penny 
must  be  demonetised,  and  we  are  landed  in  a  system  having  no  relation  to  any 
other  in  Europe,  or  elsewhere. 

"The  Penny  system  is  a  little  better.  It  would  give  us  a  franc  not  very  far 
from  the  French,  and  a  pound  of  200  pence,  which  was  the  old  Saxon  pound  of 
Ethelbert.  I  took  occasion  not  very  long  ago  to  suggest  this  for  a  Canadian 
pound,  but  it  is  quite  visionary  as  applied  to  England. 

"So,  I  conclude,  we  must  stick  to  the  pound.  It  is  a  national  institution 
ingrained  into  all  our  notions,  and  I  hold  it  impossible  to  oust  it.  The  true 
office  of  the  10-shilling  piece  is  to  break  the  sovereign,  and  lessen  the  amount  of 
silver  necessary  to  be  kept  up." 

517.  Mr.  J.  B.  Sinitk.]  You  state  that  if  the  ten  shilling  piece  were  adopted 
as  the  unit,  it  would  have  the  effect  of  doubling  all  debts  ? — It  would  have  the 
effect  of  doubling  the  nominal  statement  of  them. 

518.  Supposing  you  adopted  the  ten  shillings  as  a  unit,  and  called  it  a  decimal 
pound,  the  effect  would  be  that  two  decimal  pounds  would  make  one  pound 
sterling  ? — Precisely. 

519.  As  regards  the  shillings  and  pence,  would  it  not  be  a  great  convenience, 
as  a  money  ofaccount,  and  a  greater  oonvenience  than  the  one  you  propose  of 
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pounds,  florins,  and  cents? — I  think  I  hare  said  that  it  would  possess  that  con-  Sir/,  tfenchel. 

venience  as  money  of  account.  

520.  The  only  objection  you  see  is,  that  it  does  away  with  the  prestige  of  the  affi  May  1853. 
pound  sterling? — 1  think  it  would  be  impracticable  to  introduce  it ;  if  introduced, 

I  think  it  might  have  its  advantages ;  but  I  do  not  see  how  it  could  be  introduced ; 
we  must  change  every  idea  connected  with  our  keeping  of  accounts,  our  ideas  of 
the  larger  sums,  our  incomes,  &c.,  and  we  should  have  a  calculation  to  go  through 
to  bring  our  old  notions  to  correspond  with  our  new  ones. 

521.  Would  it  be  necessary  to  change  our  ideas  in  any  other  respect  than  by 
taking  a  pound  sterling,  and  converting  it  into  two  decimal  pounds  ? — We  should 
have  to  double  it  in  our  minds^  and  that  on  every  occasion.  You  would  have  fo 
go  through  a  computation  in  your  mind  to  convert  one  system  into  the  otlier. 

522.  Would  you  not  have  to  go  through  a  process  of  that  sort,  if  yuu  adopted 
th^  pounds,  florins,  and  cents  ? — Of  course ;  but  that  would  fall  upon  the  fractions 
of  a  pound,  and  mistakes  would  not  be  of  such  importance.  The  pound  is  not 
only  an  English  unit,  but  it  is  a  commercial  unit  all  over  the  world. 

523.  Supposing  in  money  of  account  you  were  called  upon  to  express  17^.  6d. 
by  your  plan  of  pounds,  florins,  and  cents ;  how  would  you  write  it  down  ? — I 
should  write  it  0  875. 

524.  Do  you  think  that  would  be  better  understood  than  writing  it  1,750  ? — 
I  should  enter  it  in  a  line,  875. 

525.  As  the  number  of  transactions  in  this  country  by  the  working  classes  of 
the  people  must  be  infinitely  greater  than  those  by  bankers,  do  you  not  think  it 
would  be  desirable  to  adopt  some  system  which  would  be  easy  to  those  classes  ? 
—It  might  tend  to  make  the  inmiediate  transition  a  little  easier.  If  you  wish 
to  make  a  change,  it  is  an  object  to  make  that  as  slight  as  possible,  and  there 
would  be  difficulty  enough  in  decimalising  the  subdivisions  of  the  pound ;  and 
if  you  superadd  also  the  change  of  the  pound  itself,  you  would  have  two  battles 
to  fight  instead  of  one. 

526.  Would  there  not  be  more  difficulty  in  decimalising  the  pound  by  turning 
It  into  florins  and  cents,  than  by  merely  doubling  the  pound  sterling,  and  leaving 
the  others  unaltered,  and  dividing  the  shilling  into  a  hundred  parts? — I  do  not 
think  it  would  be  more  difficult  in  the  long  run,  when  once  the  habitude  was 
fixed.     It  refers  chiefly  to  the  transition  state. 

527.  Mr.  J,  Ball.']  The  practical  difficulty  with  the  working  classes  is  depart- 
ing from  the  duodecimal  division  of  the  common  silver  coin  to  the  decimal 
system,  and  that  must  exist  whatever  system  you  adopt? — I  consider  that  the 
great  difficulty.  In  the  present  copper  coinage  you  have  the  divisor  3,  and  you 
must  get  rid  of  that,  as  it  is  incompatible  with  the  decimal  system.     • 

528.  Mr.  IV.  Brown.]  Would  it  not  be  a  great  difficulty,  if  we  abandon  the 
pound,  that  it  would  create  a  degree  of  hostility,  and  a  resistance  to  decimalising 
the  coin,  that  might  defeat  our  object? — That  is  a  consideration  of  some  import- 
ance. It  is  desirable  to  shock  as  few  prejudices,  and  to  introduce  as  few  changes 
in  habit  and  thoughts  as  possible;  and  to  superadd  the  change  of  denomination 
in  the  pound  itself  would  very  much  increase  the  difficulty. 

529.  Chairman.]  You  have  stated  that  you  consider  the  pound  sterling  should 
be  the  unit;  will  you  inform  us  what  you  consider  should  be  the  gradations  of 
coin  from  the  pound  ?—  I  should  say  that  accounts  require  to  be  kept  to  the 
*'  uttermost  farthing,'*  for  the  lowest  retail  purposes,  and  not  beyond.  As  the 
farthing  is  the  960th  of  a  pound,  the  division  of  the  pound  unit  into  1,000 
parts  is  necessary  and  sufficient.  The  scale  therefore  must  extend  to  the  tliird 
decimal  place,  and  all  monies  must  be  integer  multiples  of  this  extreme.  (This 
excludes  such  coins  as  2  i  millesimals,  milliemes^  millims,  millets,  or  mils  , 
of  the  pound).  The  complete  decimal  scale,  which  would  best  satisfy  the  various 
conditions  of  exchange  would,  I  conoeive,  be  the  following : 

Copper  -         -         -         -         -         -     1,  2,  3,  5. 

Silver 10,  2R),  8<y,  50,  100. 

Gold 600,  1,000,  2,000. 

The  sub-division  of  5  into  3  and  2,  and  of  50  into  30  and  20,  has  a  manifest 
advantage  over  the  binary  sub-division  (as  of  a  shilling  into  two  sixpences),  in 
that  it  gives  the  receiver  of  change  a  double  chance  of  being  able  to  make  his 
next  payment  in  a  single  coin.    The  copper  scale,  1,  2,  8,  6,  however,  though 
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Sir  J.  HeruheL     it  ought  ultimately  to  be  that  of  the  normal  coinage,  might,  advantageously,  in 

a  transition  state  of  it,  be  replaced  by  1,  2,  4,  5.     The  5  is  essential,  as  being 

q6  May  1853.      an  aliquot  of  all  the  higher  denominations. 

530.  With  regard  to  the  four  and  five,  might  not  one  be  taken  for  the  other : 
— I  shall  probably  have  more  to  say  about  that  hereafter,  but  I  think  they  ought 
to  be  so  coined,  if  coined  afresh ;  or  so  distinguished,  if  you  take  the  present 
copper  coinage,  that  that  should  not  be  possible.  It  would  be  easy  to  avoid  the 
practicability  of  taking  one  for  the  other  in  a  new  coinage  ;  for  example,  if  yoa 
take  the  10,  20,  30,  50  in  the  silver  coinage,  the  edge  of  the  shilling  is  milled, 
I  would  have  the  edge  of  the  next  smooth,  the  edge  of  the  next  after  that  milled, 
and  the  edge  of  the  next  smooth.  The  consequence  would  be,  that  the  diflTerence 
in  size  would  be  so  great,  that  you  would  know  them  even  in  the  dark,  as  you 
now  distinguish  the  threepenny  and  fourpenny  pieces. 

531.  Mr.  W.  Brown.']  Supposing  a  small  hole  were  to  be  cut  through  ^hc 
fourpenny  pieces  ? — I  do  not  consider  it  necessary ;  and  it  would  be  very  diflScuIt 
to  coin,  nor  would  it  ring. 

532.  Chairman.']  Will  you  state  to  the  Committee  in  wliat  way  you  would  intro- 
duce the  decimal  system  into  practical  use  ? — The  introduction  of  the  new  system 
of  coinage,  supposing  its  adoption  decided  on,  would  very  naturally  divide  itself 
into  three  stages,  each  spreading  over  a  considerable  period  of  time  ;  the  first  of 
them  would  be  simply  and  entirely  anticipatory,  and  would  be  directed  towards 
familiarising  the  public  with  the  ideas  and  denominations  of  the  system.  So 
far  as  the  operations  of  the  Mint  are  concerned,  it  would  consist  in  issuing, 
during  some  considerable  period  of  time,  florins,  half  florins,  and  quarter-florins,, 
(not  to  be  called  sixpences)  having  inscribed  on  their  reverses  their  values  in 
millesimals  of  the  pound,  gradually  withdrawing  meanwhile  from  the  circula- 
tion (without  actually  calling  them  in)  Jis  many  of  the  half-crowns  and  of  the 
old  sixpences  as  circumstances  would  permit,  the  worn  shillings,  &c.  During 
the  whole  of  this  period,  every  possible  method  should  be  taken  to  enlighten  the 
public  mind,  and  to  prepare  it  much  more  fully  for  the  reception  of  the  new 
system  than  it  can  at  present  be  supposed  to  be.  It  is  true  that  educated  men, 
merchants,  bankers,  and  thinking  and  reading  persons  throughout  the  com- 
munity, arc  already  quite  prepared  to  understand  the  change,  and  to  appreciate 
its  advantage,  and  that  among  these,  it  would  meet  little  resistance,  and  receive 
much  support.  But  as  yet  to  the  mass  it  is  hardly  known,  and  it  cannot  be 
expected  that  it  should  not  present  itself  to  the  lower  classes  under  a  repulsive 
aspect ;  and  without  allowing  a  sufiiciently  long  interval  for  preparation,  and  duly 
familiarising  these  classes  with  the  expectation  of  a  change,  and  giving  them  an 
idea  of  what  that  change  will  consist  in,  it  will  be  quite  sure  to  encounter  a  very 
formidable  resistance.  The  appointment  of  such  a  Committee  as  the  present,  and 
the  public  discussion  which  the  subject  must  receive,  should  its  report  be  in  favour 
of  the  measure,  will  do  a  great  deal  in  this  direction,  by  bringing  it  forward  as  a 
matter  of  real  practical  interest.  The  report  of  the  commission  for  the  restoration 
of  the  lost  standard  of  weight  and  measure,  followed  up  as  it  must  necessarily  be 
by  legislative  enactments  legalising  their  adoption,  and  placing  our  system  of 
weights  and  measures  on  a  more  advanced  footing,  will  act  in  the  same  direction^ 
Another  measure  in  aid  of  the  proposed  change,  and  in  preparation  of  the  public 
mind  for  it,  would  be  the  adoption  of  a  system  of  presenting  the  public  accounts,, 
and  of  requiring  all  Parliamentary  Returns  to  be  made  in  the  decimal  form  of 
expression.  Ihe  Committee  of  the  Council  on  Education  should,  immediately 
on  the  passing  any  resolution  of  The  House  in  favour  of  the  decimal  system, 
insist  on  its  being  taught  in  the  national  schools,  and  should  order  the  prepara- 
tion of  elementary  books  for  use  in  them  illustrating  it  by  examples,  and 
explaining  its  principles  and  advantages.  Public  encouragement  should  be 
given  to  teachers  and  lecturers,  who  might  be  disposed  to  explain  and  illustrate 
it  in  provincial  towns,  especially  market  towns,  and  at  Mechanics'  Institutes,  and 
other  similar  institutions.  All  these  steps  I  consider  necessary  to  enlighten  the 
public  mind  on  the  point ;  to  prepare  the  public  mind  for  the  practical  introduc- 
tion of  the  system.  When  this  had  gone  on  for  some  time,  it  might  be  expected 
that  some  decisive  indications  would  be  afforded,  by  petitions,  or  otherwise,  of 
an  impression  on  the  mass  of  the  population  having  been  made,  favourable  to  an 
ulterior  step  ;  and  when  this  was  the  case,  but  not  till  then,  the  time  would  have 
arrived  for  legislative  enactment,  to  consist  in  the  passing  of  an  Act  naming  a 
period  after  which  the  public  accounts,  the  Bank  books,  and  the  accounts  of 
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public  bodies  and  institutions  generally  should   be  kept,  and  public  contracts      Sir  J.  Henckel 

€ntered  into,  on  the  decimal  system  ;  prescribing  the  denominations  to  be  used  (in        

conformity  with  those  already  inscribed  on  the  coins),  and  the  form  ;  and  enacting      ^g  j^^y  ^g^j, 
that  after  that,  or  some  longer  but  definite  period,  no  action  for  the  recovery  of 
money  at  law  should  lie,  unless  the  amount  sued  for  be  expressed  in  those  deno- 
minations. 

The  next  step  in  the  process  would  be  one  of  action  on  the  part  of  the  Mint, 
and  would  consist  in  the  coining  and  issue,  durini^  the  interval  named  in 
the  Act  of  Parliament,  of  a  copious  supply  of  20-mil  and  30-mil  pieces,  and 
a  moderate  one  of  10-mil,  accompanied  with  the  calling  in  and  exchange  of  the 
threepenny  and  fourpenny  pieces  now  in  circulation,  and  with  the  continued 
withdrawal  and  melting  down  of  old  sixpences,  and  half-crowns,  and  shillings. 
In  order,  moreover,  that  the  decimal  silver  thus  introduced  (which  would  other- 
wise have  no  connexion  with  the  copper  circulation)  should  be  exchangeable  into 
copper,  it  would  be  necessary  either  to  create  at  once,  and  simultaneously  with 
the  issue  of  the  decimal  silver,  an  entirely  new  copper  currency  (an  opera- 
tion of  vast  magnitude),  or  to  adopt  a  course  which  is  not  without  precedent,  and 
which  would  allow  of  this  operation  being  defined,  and  broken  up  into  seve- 
ral successive  actions  without  inconvenience.  This  course  would  consist  in 
altering,  by  proclamation,  the  nominal  values  of  all  the  existing  copper  coins, 
so  as  to  conform  them  to  the  decimal  system,  in  the  following  manner  : — 
The  penny  pieces  of  16  to  the  pound  avoirdupois,  struck  at  Soho,  by  Bolton, 
are  larger  and  more  valuable  than  those  of  recent  date,  which  are  coined  at  the 
rate  of  24  to  the  pound.  They  are,  moreover,  perfectly  distinct  in  aspect  and 
8truct!ire  I'rom  the  latter,  so  as  to  be  quite  unmistakeable,  and  are,  for  the  most 
part,  in  pretty  good  preservation,  having  worn  remarkably  well.  These  might 
be  raised  in  nominal  value,  by  proclamation,  25  per  cent.,  so  as  to  pass  curren^ 
as  five-mil  pieces;  the  lesser  pennies,  and  all  the  halfpennies  and  farthings 
being,  at  the  same  time,  lowered  four  per  cent.,  so  as  to  pass  respectively 
for  4,  2,  and  1  mils.  As  none  of  these  pieces,  except  the  farthing,  bears  on 
it  any  declaration  of  its  value,  and  all  being  mere  tokens,  pass  in  value  solely 
by  Royal  proclamation,  they  may  quite  as  easily  pass  for  one  set  of  values  as 
another.  By  this  step,  as  the  great  penny  pieces  may  be  reckoned  at  one-fifth 
part  of  the  total  copper  circulation,  the  total  nominal  value  would  be  augmented 
by  about  two  per  cent.,  by  which  amount  the  holders  of  copper,  as  a  body, 
would  be  gainers.  When  the  Irish  currency  was  assimilated  to  the  British  by 
the  Act  6  Geo.  4,  c.  27,  the  silver  and  gold  coins  of  British  currency  were 
ordained  by  that  Act  to  be  current  in  Ireland  at  their  British  rates,  after  a  day 
to  be  named  by  Royal  proclamation,  which  was  accordingly  done  by  the  procla- 
raation  ot  George  the  Fourth,  20th  December  1826.  By  the  same  Act  the  Irish 
copper  was  directed,  on  like  proclamation,  to  be  called  in  and  exchanged  for 
British  copper  coin,  at  the  rate  of  12  British  for  13  Irish  pence,  and  the  Irish 
copper  to  cease  to  circulate.  No  such  proclamation,  however,  was  issued,  but 
in  its  stead  two  other  proclamations,  the  one  of  12  June  1826,  assimilating  the 
Irish  copper  currency  to  the  English  by  raising  its  nominal  value  in  the  ratio  of 
13  to  12  (and  thereby  benefiting  the  holders  by  8  J  per  cent.),  assigning  as  a 
reason,  that  a  considerable  time  must  elapse  before  it  could  be  recoined.  The 
other  proclamation,  dated  30  June  1826,  gave  currency  in  Ireland  to  British 
copper  at  British  rates.  In  point  of  fact,  the  Irish-hai-p  copper  still  remains  in 
circulation,  and  passes  freely,  both  in  Ireland  and  England,  as  British  coin. 
As  a  precedent  this  clearly  indicates  the  course  which  might  be  pursued  in 
assigning  decimal  values  to  our  actual  copper.  If  it  were  held  objectionable  to 
act  in  this  way  upon  the  farthings,  which  carry  their  value  stamped  on  them, 
an  issue  of  mils,  and  the  recal  of  the  farthings,  might  accompany  the  issue  of 
the  decimal  silver.  I  consider  it  would  be  premature  to  issue  any  decimal 
coin  before  that. 

Finally,  the  threepenny  and  fourpenny  pieces  being  withdrawn,  and  the 
existing  copper  decimalised  in  conformity  with  the  silver,  there  would  remain 
no  piece  in  circulation  not  forming  a  link  in  the  decimal  chain  ;  and  the  third 
and  final  stage  of  the  process  would  consist  in  calling  in  and  recoinage  of 
the  whole  copper  circulation  into  one,  two,  three,  and  five-mil  pieces,  and 
m  calling  in  the  old  sixpences  still  remaining  in  circulation,  and  replacing 
them  with  20  and  30-mil  silver  pieces.  The  recoinage  of  the  copper  might  be 
broken  into  successive  steps,  and  distributed  over  time  by  acting   in  succes* 
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Sir  J.  Herschd.    sion  on  its  several  elements.     After  this,  by  degrees,  as  the  half-crowns  fell 

'• —       out  of  circulation,  the  whole  coinage  would  assume   its  ultimate  regularity, 

a6  May  1853.  by  the  withdrawal  of  all  the  25-mil  pieces  (the  representative  of  the  present 
sixpence),  which  would  be  superfluous,  their  office  of  facilitating  the  change  of 
the  half-crown  being  at  an  end.  I  should  feel  disposed  to  assign  somewhere 
about  20  years  from  its  commencement  as  a  probable  term  for  the  completion  of 
the  process  and  the  introduction  of  a  totally  new  coinage.  That  is  the  idea  I 
have  of  the  way  in  which  the  new  system  might  be  introduced. 

533.  Mr.  J.  B.  SmithJ]  Did  I  understand  you  to  say,  with  regard  to  the  new 
coins,  the  florins  and  half  florins,  that  you  would  have  marked  upon  them 
*^  florin"  and  "  half  florin,**  and  also  the  number  of  mils? — Yes  ;  each  to  bear  its 
numerical  value  in  the  millesimals  of  the  pound. 

534*  You  would  have  the  value  marked  on  every  piece  of  coin  that  was 
coined  ? — ^Yes,  of  silver  and  copper  coin. 

535.  Mr.  W.  Brazen.']  Do  you  not  think  that  it  would  hasten  the  conversion 
of  the  present  into  the  decimal  system,  if  an  Act  of  Parliament  were  passed 
forthwith  to  enact  it,  but  leaving  a  discretion  to  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury,  by 
order  in  Council,  to  make  it  operative  whenever  they  thought  the  proper  time 
had  arrived;  so  turning  the  public  attention  to  it,  and  probably  inducing 
masters  of  pchools  (seeing  that  the  change  must  take  place)  to  instruct  their 
pupils  in  the  system  of  decimal  coinage  ? — Nothing  would  so  greatly  tend  to 
introduce  the  thing  practically  as  to  make  it  certain  that  it  would  take  place. 

536.  Chairman^]  You  stated  that  the  first  step  would  be  to  withdraw  the  half- 
crowns  from  circulation  ? — No  doubt. 

537.  Can  you  state  to  the  Committee  what  is  the  number  of  half-crowns  in 
circulation  now  ? — About  37  million  pieces. 

538.  They  are  not  now  coined  at  the  Mint? — There  are  none  coined  at 
present. 

539.  What  is  the  number  of  florins  in  circulation  now? — We  are  recom- 
mending the  coinage  of  florins  at  the  present  moment.  I  should  say  probably 
about  two  millions. 

540.  Are  you  now  continuing  the  coinage  of  florins  ? — Rapidly. 

541.  Mr.  Kinnaird.]  Do  you  find  they  are  taking  with  the  public? — ^They 
are  hardly  yet  fairly  introduced  into  circulation.  The  new  florins  have  disap- 
peared,  and  it  is  thought  that  a  great  number  of  them  must  have  been  exported 
to  Australia. 

542.  Mr.  liT.  Brown.l  Without  an  Act  of  Parliament  legalising  and  direct- 
ing the  number  of  mils  to  be  stamped  upon  the  coins,  the  conversion  would 
probably  be  protracted  for  a  long  time  ? — Whatever  legislative  steps  might  be 
necessary  for  the  change  in  the  appearance  of  the  coinage,  of  course  the  sooner 
it  is  done  the  better. 

543.  Chairman.']  What  time  do  you  consider  it  would  take,  supposing  a  pro- 
clamation were  issued  now,  to  withdraw  the  half-crown  pieces  from  circulation? 
— The  operation  is  one  of  great  magnitude.  I  would  call  attention  to  the 
magnitude  of  the  operation,  and  to  some  circumstances  by  which  the  action  of 
the  Mint  might  be  materially  fettered  and  impeded  in  carrying  it  out,  and 
which  seem  to  indicate  the  necessity  for  spreading  the  operation  largely  over 
time,  were  there  no  other  reasons  for  so  doing.  The  whole  amount  of  British 
silver  in  circulation  in  Britain  and  the  colonies,  may  be  reckoned  at  about; 
13,000,000  sterling  in  value,  or  about  236,000,000  of  pieces  of  all  denomina- 
tions, of  which  about  3,000,000  are  tUree-pences ;  18,000,000  groats; 
67,000,000  sixpences;  and  37,000,000  half-crowns,  making  upwards  of 
125,000,000  of  silver  pieces,  which  will  require  to  be  withdrawn  and  recoined, 
independent  of  the  renewal  of  the  shillings  which  form  the  bulk  of  the  coinage, 
and  of  which  a  large  portion  is  greatly  defaced.  The  total  quantity  of  copper 
in  circulation,  taking  it  as  estimated  by  Sir  J.  Morrison  in  1844,  since  which  it; 
has  not  materially  increased,  may  be  about  5,000  tons,  and  may  be  reckoned  at 
270,000,000  of  pieces.  Thus  the  amount  to  be  recoined  will  not  be  short  of 
700,000,000  of  pieces.  Under  the  present  demand  for  silver  coin,  the  with- 
drawal of  any  large  portion  from  the  circulation  is  hardly  possible :  and  so  long 
as  the  demand  for  gold  continues  on  its  present  scale,  it  would  be  impracticable 
to  pour  such  a  quantity  of  new  silver  coin  into  the  circulation  as  to  admit  of  an 
extensive  garbling  and  remelting  of  the  old ;  and  such  an  operation,  if  commenced 
in  quieter  times,  might  at  any  moment  be  seriously  disturbed  and  deranged  in  its 
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execution  by  the  arrival  of  a  large  and  prolonged  demand  for  gold,  such  as  the     sir  /.  Hersckei 

experience  of  the  last  year  has  shown  to  be  possible.     As  it  would  be  impossible         

to  commence  the  coinage  of  the  smaller  decimal  silver  until  the  system  had      aS  May  1853. 

received    its    final  legislative    sanction^  the    interval   of  notice  given    by   the 

"  Decimal  Coinage  Act/'  should  be  long  enough  to  allow  of  the  circulation  being 

well  supplied  with  these  pieces  under  any  circumstances  which  might  arise,  and 

of  the  public  becoming  familiar  with  them  before  the  keeping  accounts  in  them 

became  compulsory. 

544.  There  being  no  advantage  to  the  public  in  bringing  in  the  half-crowns 
to  be  recoined,  the  process  would  be  very  slow  ? — The  Bank  at  present  does  not 
send  in  any  garbled  silver.    Whatever  silver  we  are  coining  now  is  new  material. 

545.  You  have  had  no  experience  to  guide  you  as  to  what  time  it  would 
require  to  withdraw  the  half-crowns  from  circulation  ? — I  should  find  it  very 
difficult  to  calculate  the  time  it  might  take,  except  there  were  a  large  stock  of 
florins  coined  to  replace  then),  and  they  were  at  once  withdrawn.  I  am 
speaking  of  a  gradual  withdrawal. 

546.  Independent  of  the  decimal  coinage,  have  you  heard  complaints  of  the 
circulation  of  the  half-crown  and  florin  together? — ^They  are  very  similar  in  size, 
they  are  less  distinguishable  from  one  another  by  their  size  than  any  other  two 
silver  coins. 

547.  Independently  of  the  introduction  of  the  decimal  system,  even  under 
the  present  monetary  system,  you  would  almost  recommend  that  the  half-crowns 
or  florins  should  be  withdrawn  ? — I  think  they  cannot  both  exist  long  together. 

548.  Then  you  consider  it  would  be  prudent,  without  reference  to  any  further 
proceedings,  to  withdraw  the  half-crown? — -I  think  so. 

549.  Mr.  fV.  Brown.]  Would  it  not  answer  every  purpose  that  yon  con- 
template, if  you  called  in  the  present  6d.  and  l3.,and  stamped  them  and  reissued 
them  as  silver  tokens  r — Each  piece  must  go  through  a  process.  It  would  be 
almost  as  easy  to  recoin  them  as  to  stamp  them.  To  t<tamp  them  would  dis- 
figure them,  and  render  them  a  very  objectionable-looking  coin.  There  miglit 
be  a  certain  saving. 

550.  Mr.  J.  B.  Smith.^  Do  you  propose  that  the  new  coinage  should  be 
extended  to  all  our  colonies? — Of  course ;  that  is,  except  in  colonies  which  have 
a  special  circulation  of  their  own. 

551.  You  are  aware  that  Canada  has  recently  adopted  dollars  and  cents?  — 
I  am  not  aware  that  it  has  passed  into  an  enactment.  It  has  been  proposed, 
I  know. 

552.  Do  you  think,  if  the  Canadians  were  aware  that  we  were  about  to  change 
tuT  coinage,  it  might  not  induce  them  to  delay  the  change  of  their  coinage  into 
dollars  and  cents,  so  as  to  have  the  advantage  of  an  uniformity  of  coinage  with 
the  mother  country  ? — I  cannot  say  what  the  feeling  is  there  in  that  respect. 

553-  Ckairman.]  You  say  that  when  the  public  mind  is  properly  prepared, 
petitions  would  emanate  from  the  mass  of  the  people  for  the  introduction  of  the 
system  ? — From  the  enlightened  portions  of  the  people,  such  portions  as  are  in 
the  habit  of  petitioning  the  House  for  changes  of  importance. 

554.  Such  bodies  as  the  Chambers  of  Commerce  of  Manchester  and  Liver- 
pool?— Something  more  extensive. 

555.  Are  you  Ted  to  expect  that  before  the  change  was  adopted,  the  great 
mass  of  the  people  would  evince  an  interest  in  it,  and  petition  for  its  introduc- 
tion ? — I  think  you  would  require  some  indications  of  an  interest  in  it  from  the 
mass  of  the  people.  There  is  no  doui^t  that  the  introduction  of  a  new  system 
would  meet  with  great  resistance  from  the  lower  classes ;  and  until  there  was 
some  indication  of  a  probable  diminution  of  that  resistance,  I  think  it  would  not 
be  prudent  to  force  the  thing  on. 

556.  Why  do  you  think  we  should  meet  with  resistance  from  the  lower 
classes? — I  think  the  dealers  over  the  counter,  and  persons  who  have  no  accounts 
of  any  consequence  to  keep,  possess  very  little  general  knowledge ;  and  the  whole . 
arithmetical  knowledge  they  do  possess  is  bound  up  with  the  present  system. 
They  must  lay  aside  all  that ;  and  we  all  know  how  very  difficult  it  is  to  get 
un instructed  and  uneducated  persons  to  lay  aside  old  habits. 

557.  Taking  the  purchasers  at  those  shops,  the  artisans  and  labourers,  do  you 
think  they  would  feel  an  interest  for  or  against  it  ? — The  difficulty  there  would 
be  transient ;  at  first  there  would  be  some  objection,  but  I  think  it  would  soon 
blow  over. 
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Sir  J.  fferschel.         558.  Mi\  Hamilton. 1  Can  you  state  whether,  when  the  change  was  made  in 

the  coinage  in  Ireland,  there  was  any  difficulty,  or  any  feeling  exhibited  ? — 

$6  May  1853.      I  think  not. 

559.  Can  you  state  the  amount  of  the  tokens  or  coins  of  the  old  system  that 
was  in  circulation  at  that  timer— I  could  procure  the  exact  information  for  the 
Committee,  but,  to  the  best  of  my  recollection,  it  was  about  1,200  tons. 

560.  A  new  value  in  that  case  was  given  to  the  copper  coinage  in  Ireland  by 
proclamation,  and  without  an  Act  of  Parliament,  was  it  not? — Tiie  proclamation 
was  preceded  by  an  Act  of  Parliament.  The  Act  of  Parliament  stated  that  a  day 
would  be  named  by  proclamation  when  an  exchange  of  coins  would  take  place. 

561.  A  subsequent  proclamation  was  issued,  giving  a  new  value  to  the  Irish 
copper  coin  when  circulating  in  this  country,  as  well  as  in  Ireland? — It  did  give 
a  new  value. 

562.  What  was  done  with  regard  to  Ireland  would  be  a  precedent,  if  thought 
advisable,  to  alter  the  value  of  the  farthing  in  England,  by  making  1,000  instead 
of  960  farthings  the  value  of  the  pound  sterling? — 1  conceive  that  the  farthing 
exists  as  a  fourth  part  of  a  penny ;  and  upon  that  I  think  it  is  probably  l)etter  not 
to  meddle  with  farthings,  but  to  call  theu)  in,  and  issue  millets,  because  they 
bear  the  value  on  them. 

563.  Mr.  J.  Ball.]  'Ihe  change  in  Ireland  conferred  a  benefit  on  persons 
holding  copper  coin? — The  whole  value  of  their  copper  was  raised  about  8  per  cent. 

564.  Unless  in  the  change  that  you  propose  a  period  were  allowed  during 
which  the  holders  of  the  current  pence  and  halfpence  were  permitted  to  receive 
the  equivalent  of  that  in  a  new  copper  coinage,  there  would  be  a  positive  loss 
to  those  who  held  the  old  coins? — There  would  be  a  loss  of  four  per  cent. 

565.  Would  not  a  large  proportion  of  the  poorer  classes  feel  that  to  be  a  great 
grievance,  if  a  period  were  not  allowed  during  which  tliey  might  exchange  the 
existing  coin  fur  a  new  coin  of  the  same  value  ? — It  being  allowed  them  to  bring 
that  coin  in  after  an  interval  when  the  new  coin  should  have  been  issued,  I  con- 
template the  withdrawal  of  the  old  copper  coin  and  the  re-issue  of  the  new  as  a 
part  of  the  system,  but  not  immediately. 

566.  At  the  period  when  the  cliange  should  take  effect,  would  you  not  pro- 
p€>se  to  have  a  reserve  of  new  copper  coin  ready  at  the  Mint  to  issue  in  exchange 
for  the  existing  one? — Undoubtedly;  that  would  be  quite  necessary, 

567.  With  a  view  to  avoid  the  dissatisfaction  felt  by  the  poorer  classes,  if  they 
found  the  copper  coin  in  their  hands  ceased  to  bear  the  value  at  which  they 
received  it,  and  also  for  the  purposes  of  general  convenience  ? — That  is  to  say, 
your  proposition  would  be  to  give  value  for  value,  deducting  four  per  cent. 

568.  In  coming  to  the  Mint  with  12  pence  of  the  existing  coinage,  you  would 
give  them  50  mils,  would  you  not ;  not  48? — I  think  that  by  the  time  the  new 
copper  coinage  was  ready  for  introduction,  prices  and  habits  would  have  so 
completely  adjusted  themselves  to  the  change,  that  that  would  not  be  necessary. 
I  think  the  diflSculty  must  be  contended  with  in  the  first  instance,  when  the 
proclamation  tnkes  place  altering  the  system. 

569.  With  reference  to  the  answer  you  have  already  given  as  to  making  the 
change  gradual,  does  it  not  appear  to  you,  both  d  priori  and  with  reference  to 
the  experience  of  other  countries,  that  the  essential  step  in  producing  the 
change  in  the  mode  of  keeping  accounts  and  in  conducting  transactions  gene- 
rally is  to  supply  an  adequate  quantity  of  the  new  coin  with  which  you  desire 
that  the  people  should  reckon  ? — That  is  quite  essential ;  and  I  should  begin 
with  the  silver  coin. 

570.  Do  you  think  you  could  induce  people  to  keep  accounts  in  mils,  until 
you  had  a  mil  coinage  to  issue: — Of  course  it  would  be  quite  impossible:  and 
therefore  it  becomes  necessary,  with  the  introduction  of  the  new  silver  coinage, 
to  be  prepared  with  a  mass  of  new  copper  coins  to  be  exchanged  with  the  old,  or 
else  to  give  the  new  nominal  value  to  the  old  cop[>er  coinage. 

571.  Have  you  considered  the  cost  of  preparing  a  reserve  of  the  new  copper 
coin  in  the  Mint,  to  be  issued  in  very  large  quantities  at  the  time  that  the  Act 
of  Parliament  should  come  into  force  altering  ihe  system  ? — I  should  propose  to 
execute  the  coinage  by  contract,  and  not  in  the  Mint  at  all. 

572.  Mr.  TV.  Brown.]  Would  it  not  follow  as  a  natural  consequence,  that  if 
a  new  copper  coinage  and  a  new  silver  coinage  were  issued,  with  the  value  marked 
upon  them,  and  the  present  copper  coinage  or  silver  coinage  were  gradually  with- 
ilrawn,  and  one  or  the  other  became  scarce,  that  the  public  would  readily  avail 

themselves 
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tliemselves  of  the  new  coin,  and  that  buyers  and  sellers  would  accommodate    §,>  j^  HerscheL 

themselves  to  the  value  of  that  coin,  and  that  commodities  would  be  sold  and        

bought  upon  the  new  adjustment? — No  doubt  the  prices  would  accommodate      26  May  1853. 
themselves;  there  would  be  a  mutual  adjustment  between  buyer  and  seller. 

573-  You  would  be  rather  forcing  the  new  coinage  into  the  minds  of  the 
people,  if  there  were  no  other  coinage  but  that  to  resort  to,  except  to  a  limited 
extent  ? — The  introduction  of  the  new  coinage  would  consist  in  issuing  a  number 
of  pieces  utterly  incompatible  with  the  old  system.  I  would  withdraw  all  the 
old  pieces  from  circulation  that  were  incompatible  with  the  new  system ;  the 
only  pieces  which  exist  now  that  are  so  incompatible  are  the  threepenny  and  four- 
penny  pieces,  and  they  must  be  withdrawn  ;  there  would  then  exist  no  piece  in 
circulation  that  was  not  in  accordance  with  the  decimal  system  ;  and  the  decimal 
system  being  legalised,  it  would  be  impossible  not  to  adopt  it  in  transactions 
between  buyer  and  seller. 

^^>74.  The  publication  has  no  doubt  found  its  \iay  into  your  possession,  by 
which  we  leum  that,  after  the  adoption  of  the  new  system  in  the  United  States, 
the  only  thing  necessary  to  its  success  was.  that  the  Mint  should  be  in  a  position 
to  issue  a  sufficient  quantity  of  the  new  coinage  which  entirely  superseded  the 
other? — It  was  adopted  very  easily  in  thtj  United  States,  and  was  a  source  of 
general  satisfaction. 

575.  ChairmanJ]  Would  it  be  absolutely  necessary  to  withdraw  the  threepenny 
and  fourpenny  pieces  ? — They  are  not  expressed  by  any  integer  number  of  millets. 

576.  They  form  parts  of  a  florin  ;  the  3  d.  is  l-8th  of  a  florin,  and  the  4(/.  is 
3 -0th,  so  far,  might  they  not  circulate  together? — The  objections  to  those  coins 
are  distinct ;  that  to  the  4rf.  piece  is,  that  it  is  l-6th  of  a  florin,  that  it  involves 
the  divisor  three,  which  is  adverse  to  the  decimal  system;  the  ZcL  piece  is 
l-8th  of  a  florin,  and  cannot  be  expressed  otherwise  than  by  three  figures, 
which  is  in  my  opinion  a  decided  objection. 

577.  There  would  be  an  objection  to  coining  it  after  you  have  introduced  the 
system,  but  might  it  not  continue  in  circulation  after  your  system  was  introduced? 
— The  threepenny  pieces  are  so  insignificant  a  portion  of  the  coinage,  that  they 
might  be  tolerated,  because  they  are  expressible  in  the  decimal  system ;  there 
are  not  above  30,000/.  or  40,000/.  worth  of  them  in  circulation  ;  the  foarpenny 
pieces  are  very  numerous. 

578.  Mr.  J.  BalL]  Does  k  not  appear  to  you  that  a  coin  may  be  permitted 
to  circulate,  although  it  may  not  be  possible  to  write  it  down  ? — If  you  wish  to 
introduce  a  new  system,  you  must  do  away  with  everything  that  may  be  con- 
sidered an  obstacle  to  it;  the  object  will  be  to  efface  old  recollections. 

579.  If  you  supplied  a  large  quantity  of  10-mil  pieces  in  silver,  at  the  period 
of  the  change,  would  not  that  replace  a  part  of  the  existing  copper  coins,  and 
make  the  supply  of  an  equivalent  amount  of  copper  coinage  unnecessary  ? — The 
main  part  of  the  system  1  have  been  suggesting  would  be  20-mil  and  30-mil 
pieces ;  very  few  of  the  lO-mil  pieces  would  he  essentially  necessary. 

580.  Does  not  the  public  at  the  same  time  show  a  disposition  to  use  small 
silver  coins? — These  would  be  very  small ;  there  is  an  objection  to  very  small 
pieces  af*  forming  a  large  part  of  the  circulation. 

581.  Has  it  occurred  to  you  that  that  objection  would  be  in  any  degree 
obviated  by  coining  it  in  the  shape  of  a  ring?— I  think  there  are  many  objec- 
tions to  that ;  to  say  nothing  of  its  being  new,  it  is  difficult  of  coinage,  and  it 
would  not  ring. 

582.  You  think  they  would  be  more  exposed  to  forgery? — I  do  not  see  why 
they  should. 

/183.  Cfimrman.]  Would  you  have  any  coin  of  an  alloyed  metal  ? — ^Most  de- 
wnidedly  I  would  not.  I  will  state  what  i  consider  to  be  the  objections  to  such  a 
coin.  It  has  been  proposed  to  have  a  coin  of  alloy  or  debased  silver  to  repre- 
sent the  value  10,  which  it  is  alleged  is  too  large  for  a  copper,  and  too  small  for 
a  silver  coin.  I  held  this  opinion  myself  at  one  period,  but  have  seen  reason  to 
«alter  it  on  the  following  grounds :  1st  It  is  not  absolutely  too  small  for  silver 
circulation.  If  made  a  trifle  thinner  than  the  present  threepenny  piece  it  would 
be  a  very  little  less  in  diameter.  It  would,  even  if  of  the  same  thickness,  be 
larger  than  the  twopenny  piece,  which  is  the  size  of  the  gold  quarter  sovereign, 
supposing  such  a  coin  to  exist.  2dly.  The  English  public  dislikes  the  idea  of 
•base  metal.  Its  appearance,  if  it  contained  copper  enough  to  double  or  triple  its 
i)ulk,  would  be  base  and  coppery  when  worn.     This  would  facilitate  counter- 
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Sir  J.  Herschel.     feiting.     As  the  blanks  must  be  annealed,  they  must  also  be  blanched;  when 

issued  and  new,  the  coin  would  look  like  silver,  and  as  it  wore  would  become 

26  May  1853.  coppery  and  base  looking.  3dly.  There  would  be  more  difficulty  in  standardin 
it,  as  the  copper,  which  would  not  form  less  than  half  the  mass,  would  burn  01 
much  more  freely  in  melting  than  from  standard  silver.  4thly.  The  introduc- 
tion of  a  new  element  in  the  calculation  of  bullion  standards  would  be  objection- 
able. We  have  already  too  many.  6thly.  Such  a  coin  would  not  be  needed  at 
all,  inasmuch  as  the  continuity  of  the  coinage  would  be  perfectly  well  kept  up 
by  the  copper  piece,  value  five,  four  of  which  would  exchange  for  the  silver  20, 
and  six  for  the  30,  just  as  four  of  our  present  pennies  exchange  for  a  4  c?.,  and 
six  for  a  6  rf.  piece.     6thly.  The  recovery  of  the  silver  from  it  would  be  costly. 

584.  Mr.  IV.  Brown.']  You  have  been  asked  whether  there  is  any  probability  of 
the  Canadians  pausing  in  adoption  of  the  decimal  system  in  the  event  of  a  pro- 
bability of  our  adopting  the  decimal  system  here;  is  it  not  much  more  likely  that 
they  will  adhere  to  what  they  are  about  to  adopt,  inasmuch  as  that  rising 
country,  the  Uniled  States,  has  adopted  the  dollars  and  cents,  and  being  in 
daily  and  hourly  intercourse  with  them,  no  coinage  of  this  country  would  be 
wanted  for  Canada? — I  should  apprehend  the  tendency  would  be  to  assimilate 
the  coinage  to  that  of  the  United  States.  The  Canadian  pound  would  consist  of 
nearly  200  English  pence,  and  the  decimal  subdivision  would  agree  perfectly 
well  with  the  American  division  into  dollars  and  cents. 

585.  You  think  the  Canadians  would  prefer  the  dollars  and  cents  to  what  we 
may  adopt? — I  should  apprehend  that  would  probably  be  the  natural  course  of 
things. 

586.  Chairman.']  Supposing  the  decimal  system  to  be  adopted,  in  what  way 
would  you  recommend  that  accounts  should  be  kept? — Pounds,  florins,  cents, 
and  mils,  or  pounds,  florins,  and  any  other  denominations  you  choose  to  adopt. 

587.  Would  you  have  four  columns  for  figures^ — I  should  be  disposed  to 
recommend  one  broad  line,  the  pounds  to  be  written  on  the  left  hand  side  of  the 
line,  and  the  several  digits  of  the  three  decimal  denominations  on  the  other  side, 
keeping  them  distinct  from  each  other  by  lightly  ruled  lines. 

588.  Mr.  Kinnaird.]  That  would  be,  in  fact,  four  columns? — In  writing  a 
single  amount,  the  columns  would  not  be  necessary,  but  the  strong  upright  line 
would  be  quite  necessary  to  distinguish  the  pound  from  the  decimals. 

589.  Mr.  W.Brozvn.]  You  would  write  l/.9j^.  9c.  97w.  in  placeof  1/.195.  ll^rf,, 
using  four  figures  instead  of  seven? — There  would  be  a  saving  of  figures.  Each 
column  would  only  contain  one  figure.  The  columns  would  be  the  mere 
mechanical  contrivance  for  keeping  the  figures  one  under  the  other,  to  prevent 
mistakes. 

.590.  Chairman.]  People  might  have  cents  and  mils  either  in  one  column  or 
two  ? — Different  persons  might  have  different  habits,  but  I  should  suppose  that 
at  last  a  habit  would  be  fallen  into. 

591.  Mr.  J.  B.  Smith.]  The  decimal  system  affords  a  greater  facility  in  arith- 
metical reckonings  ;  do  you  think  it  is  equally  convenient  and  useful  in  the  ex- 
change of  commodities? — I  see  no  reason  why  it  should  not  be  so. 

592.  There  are  19  divisions  of  960  farthings,  while  there  are  only  8  divisions 
of  1,000  farthings ;  is  it  not  a  great  convenience  to  have  a  great  number  of 
divisors  in  the  purchase  of  commodities? — ^That  would  be  a  great  convenience, 
if  we  had  the  duodecimal  scale  throughout.  If  we  had  a  duodecimal  arithmetic, 
the  additional  divisor  3  would  be  a  useful  one  ;  but  I  think  it  necessary  to  keep 
up  a  correspondence  between  the  fundamental  principle  of  decimal  arithmetic 
and  all  its  applications ;  and  generally,  in  our  present  system  of  weights,  mea- 
sures, and  money,  there  are  too  many  divisors  already.  In  money  we  have  two* 
three,  and  five;  in  the  system  of  weights,  the  avoirdupois  weight  gives  us  mul- 
tiples of  seven  in  our  14  lbs.,  and  in  our  ton ;  and  in  our  system  of  grains,  a 
pound  consisting  of  7,000  grains.  In  our  system  of  linear  measure  we  have 
a  mile,  which  gives  us  another  divisor,  11  ;  in  our  system  of  weights  we  have  a 
vast  complication,  and,  amongst  others,  in  the  wool  weight,  we  have  a  multiple 
of  6 J,  which  introduces  the  prime  divisor  13.  The  fewer  the  arbitrary  num* 
bers  you  have  to  recollect  in  any  system,  the  more  scientifically  correct  that 
system  is. 

593.  I  understand  you  to  say  that  you  would  not  consider  the  decimal  system  of 
coinage  complete,  unless  we  had  also  a  decimal  system  of  weights  and  measures  ? 
— Although  I  consider  the  advantage  of  the  decimal  coinage  is  very  great,  I 
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should  not  appreciate  it  with  the  same  intensity,  except  upon   a  belief  that  it     sir  /.  Hmchel. 
would  be  accompanied  by  a  decimal  system  of  weights  and  measures.  , 

594.  So  long  as  we  have  a  variety  of  systems  of  weights  and  measures,  the      36  May  1853. 
decimal  coins  will  never  fit  the  fractions  of  a  yard,  and  of  pounds,  and  of 
measures? — That  I  consider  a  great  misfortune,  and  therefore  I  desire  to  see  the 
introduction  of  a  system  of  weights  and  measures,  as  well  as  coins,  as  forming 

a  part  of  the  same  integral  system.  The  facilities  that  would  introduce  it  i^ 
unnecessary  to  dwell  upon,  such  as  the  ready  estimation  of  prices,  and  avoiding 
of  those  complicated  rules  of  arithmetic  that  puzzle  our  school  boys,  and  a  great 
many  other  things  of  the  same  kind. 

595.  Probably  it  is  from  the  want  of  a  decimal  system  of  weights  and  mea- 
sures, combined  with  the  coinage,  that  great  difficulties  have  been  experienced 
in  America,  where,  although  the  coinage  consists  of  dollars  and  cents,  they  have 
been  obliged  for  convenience  to  make  use  of  a  Spanish  coin  of  12  J  cents  and 
6  i  cents  ? — The  American  system  of  weights  and  measures  is  our  own. 

596.  Are  you  aware  that  they  have  in  current  circulation,  besides  their  own 
legal  coin,  the  Spanish  pieces  of  12  J  cents  and  6  4  cents  ? — I  was  not  aware  of 
that. 

597.  Do  you  think  that  would  be  in  a  great  measure  obviated  by  adopting  a 
decimal  system  of  weights  and  measures  ? — I  think  if  the  system  of  weights  and 
measures  were  in  correspondence  with  the  coin,  every  calculation  would  go  on  in 
an  easy  and  natural  manner;  so  many  pounds  being  divided  into  decimal  ounces, 
and  the  pound  sterling  into  decimal  florins,  and  the  price  being  named,  it  would 
be  a  simple  matter  of  multiplication  to  arrive  at  the  total  value. 

598.  Chairman.'}  Would  you  delay  the  introduction  of  a  decimal  system  of 
coinage  until  you  could  at  the  same  time  introduce  a  system  of  weights  and 
measures? — I  should  think  it  very  desirable  that  the  changes  should  go  hand- 
in-hand. 

,599.  Would  it  not  increase  the  difficulty  if  you  had  to  introduce  both  systems 
at  the  same  time  ? — I  think  some  legislation  must  speedily  take  place  on  the  sub- 
ject of  weights  and  measures,  when  the  report  of  the  Commission  for  the  Resto- 
ration of  the  Lost  Standard  shall  have  been  given  in.  Certain  measures  will  be 
recommended  in  that  report  which  I  hope  to  see  acted  upon,  and  which  will  get 
over  some  of  the  difficulties  relative  to  the  weights  and  measures ;  for  instance, 
the  abolition  of  the  ton,  the  multiples  of  seven  in  short,  and  possibly  also  the 
introduction  of  a  millet  weight. 

600.  Mr.  W.  Brown.]  Do  you  not  view  the  introduction  of  the  coinage  as  a 
wedge  to  introduce  the  weights  and  measures;  that  we  might  possibly  accom- 
plish one  at  present,  where  we  should  have  a  difficulty  in  accomplishing  the  two 
together  ? — It  is  difficult  to  say  which  should  come  first,  if  they  are  not  to  be  taken 
simultaneously.  I  should  incline  to  the  opinion  that  the  decimalisation  of  the 
weights  and  measures  would  be  a  step  towards  that  of  the  coinage. 

601.  Are  you  aware  that  carpenters  have  been  in  the  practice  of  decimalising 
the  foot  measure? — Engineers  and  contractors,  I  believe,  use  the  decimal  divisions 
of  the  foot  now  in  their  calculations ;  but  I  am  not  conversant  with  that  line  of 
business. 

602.  Would  it  not  be  a  great  saving  of  labour,  in  fact,  would  it  not  be 
a  labour-saving  machine,  if  the  coinage  were  decimalised,  and  the  weights 
and  measures  were  decimalised,  requiring  much  less  labour  and  fewer  hands 
to  perform  the  same  operations,  doing  it  also  with  greater  accuracy? — I 
should  say  that,  the  decimal  system  being  once  introduced,  the  rules  of  **  Com- 
pound Arithmetic,"  "  Reduction,"  and  "  Practice,"  would  no  longer  require  to 
he  taught  in  schools.  Tfte  relief  thus  afforded  both  to  teacher  and  scholar 
v/ould  be  immense.  The  four  essential  rules  of  arithmetic  would  be  better 
acquired  and  the  drudgery  spared,  and  the  time  saved  for  the  acquisition  of  real 
knowledge  would  tell  upon  the  education  of  every  individual  in  every  class  of 
society.  Even  the  "  Ready  Reckoner"  would  be  dispensed  with,  or  its  place 
supplied  by  a  general  multiplication  table  of  comparatively  small  extent,  and 
possibly  a  table  of  logarithms  might  occasionally  be  seen  where  now  such  a  thing 
is  never  dreamt  of.  All  statistical,  revenue,  and  general  commercial  computations 
would  be  facilitated,  and  the  acquisition  of  clear  views  of  the  mutual  relations  of 
prices,  imports  and  exports,  duties,  taxes,  &c.,  very  greatly  so,  by  disencumbering 
the  elements  of  computation  of  the  infinite  complexity  of  denominations  under 
which  they  are  now  presented.     The  introduction  of  the  decimal  system  would 
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Sir  •/.  UerscheL     get  rid  also  of  the  whole  of  that  complexity  which  consists  in  what  we  call  rule 

'  of  three,  surns  of  complicated  denominations.    In  these  calculations  an  immensity 

«6  May  1853.      of  labour  would  be  saved,  and  a  great  deal  of  clerkship  in  the  adding  up  of 

columns ;  and  the  quantities  of  mistakes  that  arise  with  those  who  are  not  from 

their  youth  up  accustomed  to  that  work,  is  very  great. 

603.  Mr.  J.  B.  SmUhJ]  Do  you  think,  if  it  were  possible  to  attain  such  an 
object,  that  it  would  be  desirable  to  adopt  a  universal  system  of  weights  and  mea- 
sures with  civilised  countries  ?— There  can  be  no  doubt  of  its  desirability,  but  I 
doubt  its  practicability. 

604.  Why  do  you  doubt  the  practicability  of  it? — Upon  nearly  the  same 
principle  that  I  should  do  the  introduction  of  a  duodecimal  arithmetic,  or 
I  might  almost  say  a  universal  language  ;  the  disinclination  of  nations  to  dis- 
encumber  themselves  of  their  old  notions  would  raise  an  insuperable  diflSculty. 

605.  Are  you  aware  that  many  countries  in  Europe  have  adopted  the  French 
system  of  weights  and  measures? — It  is  largely  adopted,  but  chiefly  in  countries 
which  have  been  at  one  time  or  other  under  French  domination. 

606.  If  there  were  no  insuperable  diflSculties  to  introducing  that  system  into 
those  countries,  might  it  not  be  as  easily  introduced  into  other  countries  ? — 
There  would  be  a  great  difficulty  in  agreeing  upon  a  principle. 

607.  Do  you  see  any  objection  to  the  adoption  of  the  French  principle  r — 
No  other  objection  than  the  difficulty  of  laying  aside  old  habits  and  notions 
with  the  mass  of  the  people. 

608.  You  consider  the  French  system  a  good  one  ? — I  do. 

609.  Might  we  not  adopt  their  system  without  adopting  their  names  ? — 
I  think  the  French  system  a  good  one,  because  it  is  thoroughly  decimal. 

610.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  an  object  worth  striving  for,  to  obtain  in  a 
great  country  like  this  a  universjil  system  of  weights  and  measures  ? — I  think  it 
would  be  accompanied  by  so  much  difficulty  that  it  wcmld  involve  a  great  deal 
of  what  I  should  almost  call  hopeless  labour;  I  should  not  expect  it  to  succeed. 

61 1.  Chairman.^  Are  there  any  objections  to  having  a  gold  coin  of  less  deno- 
mination than  10^.? — I  will  read  a  few  remarks  I  have  upon  paper  upon  that 
point: — ''  There  are  several  objections  against  it,  and  first  of  all  its  small  size.  It 
would  be  almost  exactly  that  of  a  silver  twopence ;  diameter,  0-625  in. ;  thick- 
ness,  0*033;  weight,  30"818  gr.  It  would  often  be  lost ;  everybody  who  had  once 
lost  one  would  hate  it,  especially  the  labouring  classes,  whom  its  loss  would 
seriously  injure.  2.  It  would  not  ring,  and  its  small  weight  would  require  a 
nice  hand  and  delicate  scales.  Two,  or  at  the  very  outside,  three-tenths  of  a 
grain  would  throw  it  out  of  circulation.  I  do  not  suppose  such  a  coin  would 
ever  be  weighed,  and  therefore  it  would  be  at  the  mercy  of  sweaters  and  forgers. 

3.  Immense  relative  loss  by  wear  and  tear :  1  mean  as  compared  to  the  sovereign^ 
it  would  be  a  most  wasteful  coin.  Two  causes  for  this:  1st.  The  greater  ratio 
of  surface  to  solid  content.  2nd.  The  more  rapid  circulation  ;  it  would  be  always 
at  work,  in  the  purse  or  in  the  pocket;  never  at  rest  in  the  banker's  reserve,  or 
in  the  old  stocking.  The  surface  is  to  that  of  the  sovereign  as  1  :  2*673;  the 
rapidity  of  circulation  may  safely  be  taken  in  the  inverse  ratio  of  the  value,  or 
as  4  :  1.  This  gives  the  annual  individual  abrasion  to  that  of  the  individual 
sovereign,  as  1-496  (1  i)  to  1,  and  as  there  are  four  times  the  number  to  make 
up  the  same  value,  the  loss  by  abrasion,  value  for  value,  is  as  4  x  1  i,  or  6  to  1, 

4.  If  the  lov^est  current  weiglit  is  taken  at  30  i  grains,  a  gold  crown  would  go 
out  of  circulation  when  it  had  lost  0*318;  the  sovereign  may  lose  0*774;  hence 
the  relative  duration  of  the  two  coins  as  legal  tender  may  be  calculated.  The 
crown  will  be  shorter  lived  in  the  proportion  of  1  to  3*642.  I  have  taken  the 
limit  of  abrasion  as  wide  as  0*318,  but  I  perceive  Mr.  Hankey  considers  it  would 
not  be  safe  to  allow  more  than  0*19,  and  this  would  make  the  longevity  of  a  gold 
crown  less  than  that  of  a  sovereign  in  the  ratio  of  1  to  6*097  ;  it  would  wear  out 
of  tender  six  times  as  last  as  a  sovereign,  5.  Now  I  come  to  the  expense  of 
coining  and  maintaining  in  circulation  this  new  coin.  The  expense  of  coinage 
will  be  much  more  than  four  times  that  of  the  same  value  in  sovereigns,  owing^ 
to  breakage  of  dies  and  nicer  limits  of  remedy  weights.  It  will  occupy  more 
than  four  times  the  time  ;  so  that  whenever  it  is  an  object  to  deliver  gold 
rapidly  to  the  Bank  that  object  will  be  defeated ;  moreover,  it  will  have  to  be 
renewed  more  than  six  times  as  often ;  so  that  the  expense  of  coining  and  main- 
tenance will  be  (value  for  value)  more  than  24  times  that  of  sovereigns,  and  this 
besides  the  loss  by  wear  and  actual  loss. 

^^612,  Mr. 
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612.  Are  you  aware  that  the  gold  dollar  circulates  in  the  UnitedStates  ?— They     Sir  J.  H€r$cheL 
are  gold  dollars.  •»».—...-. 

613.  Are  they  in  general  circulation? — I  am  not  able  to  say  the  amount  of     '^  **V  ^^sa. 
circulation. 

614.  When  you  come  to  coins  less  than  a  sovereign,  the  exptnse  of  coinage  is 
increased,  and  also  the  relative  wear  and  tear? — It  is  ;  and  that  in  a  high  ratio, 
in  proportion  to  the  small  value  of  the  coin,  by  the  fact  of  its  being  constantly 
in  use. 

615.  Do  you  see  anjr  advantages  in  issuing  gold  coins  below  the  sovereign  as 
tokens  ? — That  would  mvolve  a  total  change  in  our  whole  monetary  system.  In 
the  case  of  silver  coinage,  the  Government  supplies  the  material,  and  bears  the 
loss  of  wear  and  tear ;  but  not  so  in  gold. 

616.  If  it  became  a  token,  it  would  cease  to  be  exported  ;  would  there  be  any 
advantage  in  that  respect  ? — It  would  only  cease  to  be  exported  by  being  issued 
at  a  lower  and  nominal  value. 

617.  If  it  were  issued  in  the  same  way  as  silver,  it  would  be  issued  with  more 
alloy,  or  below  its  intrinsic  value  ? — It  would  be  so. 

618.  Do  you  see  any  advantage  in  it? — There  would  be  a  great  disadvantage 
in  it,  I  think. 

619.  Mr.  J.  Ball.']  The  sovereigns  and  half  sovereigns  are  coiiied  with  rough 
edges ;  do  you  think  it  would  be  an  advantge  to  coin  them  with  smooth  edges  ? 
— The  milling  of  the  edge  is  considered  a  great  security  against  counterfeit 
I  find  it  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  best  safeguards  of  the  coin,  as  a  counter- 
feit is  more  certainly  detected  by  a  defective  milling  in  the  edge  than  by  any 
other  indication. 

620.  Is  there  not  a  great  loss  by  abrasion  ? — No  doubt ;  and  that  might  be 
obviated  to  a  certain  extent  by  rounding  the  teeth  of  the  edges. 

621.  Would  there  be  an  equal  protection  against  forgery? — In  a  counterfeit 
coin,  the  milling  does  not  meet,  as  you  can  generally  see  one  place  where  it 
over-laps. 

622.  You  would  prefer,  on  the  whole,  retaining  the  present  plan  of  milled 
edges  in  preference  to  smooth  ones  ? — I  think  the  balance  is  in  favour  of  the 
milled  edges. 

623.  Chairman.']  When  the  old  coin  is  brought  back  to  the  Mint,  the  last 
holder  is  to  undergo  the  loss,  whatever  it  may  be  ? — The  last  holder  undergoes 
the  I0SS9  undoubtedlv* 

624.  Do  vou  consider  that  just  ? — I  think  the  loss  should  fall  upon  the  holder. 
The  loss  falls  upon  every  person  in  the  exact  proportion  to  the  amount  of  his 
transactions ;  and  it  may  be  considered  as  a  trifling  per-centage  (say  one  5,000th 
or  one  6,000th)  of  his  gold  coin  transactions  which  he  pays  for  the  convenience 
of  using  a  gold  circulation,  and  which  he  may  avoid  by  using  his  scales,  if  he 
thinks  it  worth  his  while.  I  assimilate  it  to  a  turnpike  toll,  which  every  man 
pays  in  the  exact  proportion  to  his  wear  and  tear  of  the  road.  Nobody  thinks 
it  unjust  to  pay  for  the  wear  and  tear  of  his  clothes  or  his  fiimiture.  This  is 
because  he  himself  personally  consumes  them.  But  besides  his  personal  con- 
sumption of  the  particular  coin  on  which  he  bears  the  loss,  he  has  had  the  using 
of  coins  on  whicn  others  have  to  bear  it.  It  is  a  joint  consumption.  It  has 
been  argued  that  in  France  the  loss  is  borne  by  the  Government,  and  that  it  is 
the  business  of  the  Government  to  prevent  frauds.  But  in  France  a  charge  is 
made  for  coinage.  In  France,  too,  the  roads  are  maintained  by  the  Government 
toll  free,  and  many  things  done  which  we  trust  to  private  enterorise.  And  if  it 
be  the  business  of  Government  to  prevent  fraud,  k  fortiori^  it  is  its  business  to 
prevent  crime.  But  nobody  contends  that  the  government  ought  to  bear  the  loss 
on  counterfeits;  and  counterfeiting  and  fraudulent  abrasion  differ  only  in 
degree. 

625.  Mr.  W.  Brawn.]  You  consider  that  the  public-house  keeper,  or  draper, 
or  others  in  the  habit  of  taking  sovereigns,  calculate  upon  a  certain  loss  by 
light  sovereigns  occasionally,  and  are  compensated  for  that  in  the  price  they 
receive  for  their  commodities  ? — ^Yes,  exactly  so ;  every  one  who  is  engaged 
upon  a  large  traffic  on  the  roads  pays  a  large  amount  annually  in  tolls,  but  he 
receives  it  back  again  in  the  profit  on  his  transactions. 

626.  Mr.  J.  Ball.]  Does  it  appear  to  you  that,  in  a  country  where  the  bulk 
0.66.  H  of 
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Sir  X  HmdkL    «f  the  coinage  is  gold,  we  can  safely  adopt  any  other  course  than  that  adapted 
I  here  ? — You  must  limit  the  abrasion,  or  otherwise  the  sweating  might  go  on  to 
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627.  Do  you  anticipate  that  the  French  Government,  now  that  it  is  adopting 
gdid  80  laTgely,-can  abstain  from  following  our  example  ? — They  charge  a  per- 
centage OB  the  coining. 

628*  They  aissume  a  relative  value  of  gold  and  silver  which  is  not  the  true 
one  ? — The  relative  value  is  constantly  fluctuating.     They  assume  15  J  to  1. 

629.  Chairman.']  What  do  you  consider  the  wear  and  tear  of  the  gold  coinage  r 
— You  may  take  it  to  be  that  2  Aths  of  the  sovereigns  presented  at  the  Bank  go 
out  of  circulation ;  very  nearly  3  per  cent,  of  the  whole  circulation  goes  out 
annually.  From  the  year  1844  up  to  the  year  1860,  the  per-centage  of  coins 
that  v^ent  out  of  circulation  was  2-Aths,  2i^ths,  2  7ijths,  2i?oths,  2^0 ths,  2  Aths, 
SAths. 

630.  When  is  the  gold  coin  withdrawn  from  circulation  ? — ^When  it  is  ever  so 
little  below  the  current  weight. 

631.  Mr.  Kinnaird.2  Do  you  not  consider  that  a  very  large  per-centage? — It 
is  perhaps  more  than  might  be  expected,  but  the  wear  and  tear  is  considerable. 

632.  Do  you  consider  that  it  is  a  bond  fide  wear  and  tear? — It  is  impossible  to 
say.  We  know  that  fraudulent  practices  do  exist,  and  therefore  it  is  conceivable 
that  it  may  not  be  all  fair  wear  and  tear ;  indeed  it  is  natural  to  suppose  that 
some  portion  of  it  may  be  abraded.  But  we  can  form  no  opinion  of  the  extent 
to  which  that  would  go. 

633.  Mr.  J.  B.  Smith.']  Upon  what  principle  is  thai  three  per  cent,  calculated? 
— I  find,  upon  a  return  that  I  have  been  favoured  with,  of  the  number  of  sove- 
reigns cut  during  the  years  as  compared  with  the  total  number  of  sovereigns 
tendered  and  presented  at  the  Bank,  the  average  being  from  nine  to  12  millions, 
that  the  former  is  between  200,000  {.  and  300,000/.  per  annum. 

634.  The  per-centage  is  not  upon  the  whole  circulation  of  the  country,  is  it? 
— It  is  assumed  that  so  large  a  quantity  as  10  or  12  millions  is  a  fair  criterion 
of  the  whole  circulation. 

635.  Supposing  the  country  bore  that,  what  would  be  the  loss  to  the  public  ? 
— The  quantity  which  will  suffice  to  throw  a  sovereign  out  of  circulation  is 
-fiASrth  parts  of  a  grain. 

636.  Are  you  able  to  state  the  loss  in  money  upon  the  number  of  sovereigns 
that  have  been  short  in  weight  daring  the  year  ? — It  may  be  easily  calculated  ; 
you  have  a  circulation  of  35  millions,  ifths  per  cent,  upon  that  number  go  out 
of  circulation  annually,  and  you  have  257  thousandth  parts  of  a  grain  of  gold 
lost  upim  each  of  those,  from  which  the  result  may  be  easily  obtained. 

637.  Mr.  J.  Ball.]  Are  not  many  of  those  sovereigns  that  are  withdrawn 
reduced  below  the  precise  limit  which  would  throw  them  out  of  circulation  ?— In 
all  probability  that  must  be  so. 

^8.  Is  not  the  Bank  of  England  the  chief  body  which  exercises  this  sort  of 
poKce  over  light  sovereigns  ? — No  doubt. 

639.  Is  it  right  to  assume  that  all  the  coinage  is  as  faulty  as  that  which  goes 
through  the  Bank  of  England?— It  is  in  a  constant  process  of  purification. 

640.  Only  one-third  of  the  gold  coinage  is  supposed  to  pass  through  the 
Bank  in  a  year? — From  the  calculation  to  which  I  have  referred,  that  would 
be  60. 

641.  You  think  the  loss  affects  the  whole  gold  coinage?— It  seems  reasonable 
to  suppose  so. 

642.  And  the  accidental  holder  who  pays  the  light  sovereign  into  the  Bank 
suffers  the  loss? — What  their  system  is  in  that  respect  I  do  not  know. 

643.  Chairman.]  Supposing  a  decimal  system  to  be  adopted,  has  it  occurred 
to  you  that  there  might  be  considerable  dimcuhy  in  adjusting  certain  fixed  pay- 
ments directed  under  Act  of  Parliament ;  for  instance,  the  penny  postage,  and 
the  tolls  of  bridges  and  ferries? — In  the  case  of  the  penny  postage  there  must  be 
a  loss  of  four  per  cent,  upon  the  stamps,  but  it  does  not  follow  that  there  most 
be  a  loss  of  four  per  cent,  on  the  revenue.  If  we  were  sure  that  the  Id.  was 
the  lowest  possible  postage  that  Would  give  the  maximum  revenue,  Aat  the 
maxhmim  revenue  would  be  tineaftened  by  going  Idww  in  the  scale»  it  would 
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he  legitimate  to  suppose  that  a  diminution  in  the  postage  would  also  dimiush     flfe  JL  AtmAiL 
the  revenue ;  but  it  does  not  appear  that  the  lowest  point  is  yet  attained*  —..— * 

644.  You  mean  that  the  payment  must  be  4  mils  instead  of  5  ? — An  incfease      ^  Maj  ils^ 
of  26  per  cent,  would  be  a  violent  proceeding. 

645.  You  would  not  recommend  that?— I  should  not  like  it  mgoelt 

646.  With  regard  to  tolls  enjoyed  by  private  individuals  under  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment, does  any  way  suggest  itself  to  you  in  which  that  matter  could  be  adjusted? 
— I  have  hardly  considered  that  sufficiently.  I  have  no  doubt  that  means  of 
adjustment  might  be  found  as  to  that,  and  in  a  variety  of  other  cases.  In  the 
case  of  the  Post-office,  we  are  not  at  all  sure  that  a  loss  would  be  sustained  bj 
the  revenue ;  if  it  were  so,  the  loss  might  be  compensated  in  other  points :  fi^ 
example,  the  payment  of  the  income  tax  could  no  longer  be  collected  at  7  d. 
in  the  pound ;  it  would  probably  be  collected  at  3  per  cent.,  and  the  Grovemment 
would  gain  more  than  an  equivalent  for  the  diminution  at  the  Post-office. 

647.  You  think  it  would  create  great  prejudice  against  the  system  of  the  1  d. 
postage  were  it  in  any  degree  raised  ? — I  do  not  think  it  would  be  liked. 

648.  As  regards  the  tolls,  would  you  recommend  some  arrangement  consistent 
with  the  decimal  system ;  would  you  not,  for  instance,  recommend  that  the 
present  coins  should  be  kept  in  circulation,  to  pay  for  those  tolls  that  are  now 
usually  demanded  ?  —I  by  no  means  recommend  tnat  the  present  1  ds  should  be 
retained  in  circulation  under  the  name  of  the  1  d.  for  any  insignificant  purpose 
of  that  kind ;  it  would,  I  think,  defeat  the  whole  system.  I  would  contend  widi 
the  difficulty,  as  it  arose,  and  in  the  best  manner  in  which  it  could  be  done. 

649.  Mr.  W.  Brcwn.]  Would  you  object  to  allow  the  toll-keeper  to  take  five 
mils  for  a  1  ^.  toll  for  the  first  two  or  three  years,  on  condition  that  he  took  four 
mils  for  the  remainder  of  the  term,  so  that  by  a  calculation  be  should  neither 
gain  nor  lose  ? — So  far  as  I  have  thought  of  that  suggestion,  it  appears  to  be 
practicable.     I  do  not  see  any  objection  to  it. 

650.  Mr.  /.  jB.  Smith.']  Might  not  an  alteration  of  the  measures,  and  an 
adoption  of  the  decimal  system  of  measures,  enable  you  to  adjust  the  tolls  to  the 
new  decimal  coinage,  by  altering  the  miles  ? — That  is  another  possible  way  of 
meeting  the  difficulty. 

651.  You  could  not  decide  upon  that  until  you  had  adopted  some  system  of 
decimal  measures  ? — ^That  would  not  meet  the  case  of  the  ferry. 

652.  So  far  as  regards  mileage  by  railway,  an  alteration  in  Ae  decimal  mea- 
sure might  enable  you  to  adopt  the  the  decimal  coinage  to  meet  swrietbiiig  like 
the  present  charge  ? — With  regard  to  the  railway  mileage,  it  does  not  appear  to 
me  diat  there  is  any  difficulty  at  all. 

^53*  Mr.  J.  Ball.]  Is  it  not  your  opinion  that  the  adoption  of  the  decimri 
system  of  coinage  in  England  might  facilitate  hereaffter  the  making  of  the  eotns 
of  other  countries,  which  are  also  on  the  decimal  system,  interchangeable? — It 
would  have  a  tendency  in  that  direction. 

654.  Provided  that  such  countries  thought  proper  t»  a^opt  the  same  standard 
of  value,  viz.  gold,  or  that  we  thought  proper  to  alter  our  standard  of  value,  and 
that  a  common  stjmdard  of  fineness  of  the  precious  metals  were  agreed  npon, 
would  it,  in  your  opinion,  become  possible  to  permit  the  coinage  of  each 
country  to  circulate  as  legal  tender  ?  My  question  applies  to  the  circulabilitj 
of  foreign  coins,  not  equal  in  value  to  our  own,  btat  of  the  same  fineness,  and 
bearing  some  simple  proportion  to  the  value  of  our  common  coins  ? — ^The  objec- 
tion to  that  would  be,  of  course,  the  great  variety  of  values  you  would  have  cir- 
culating as  a  tender  in  the  sanae  country. 

655.  The  gold  coinage  of  France  approaches  very  nearly  to  the  ratio  of  four 
to  five,  does  it  not? — ^At  the  present  rate  of  exchange  it  is  very  nearly  that ;  the 
difference  being  something  under  one  per  cent. 

656.  What  is  the  proportion  of  fine  gold  in  the  standard  coinage  of  England  ? 
— ^Eleven-twelfths. 

657.  What  is  the  proportion  used  in  France? — Nine-tenths. 

658.  And  what  is  it  in  America? — Nine-tenths. 

659.  Have  you  ^y>nsidered  whether  the  present  proportion  adopted  in 
England  presents  any  peculiar  advantages? — In  the  presence  of  the  French 
system,  and  generally  of  the  system  of  9.10tbs,  it  presents  a  disadvantage, 
because  x>ttr  coin,  b^ng  finer,  is  useful  to  melt  into  foreign  coin,  with  the 
addition  of  alloy,  without  the  necessity  of  the  addition  of  gold. 
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Sir  J.  Hirkhd.         660.  Does  it  not  appear  to  you  desirable  that  the  alloy  should  be  as  hard  as 
possible,  without  materially  debasing  the  gold  ? — No  doubt  it  is  desirable. 

66 1.  Have  you  considered  whether  an  alloy,  depending  upon  the  propor- 
tion of  the  atomic  weights  of  gold  and  copper,  might  not  present  advantages 
wliich  might  ilduce  other  countries  to  adopt  it  as  well  as  ourselves  ? — ^There 
have  been  no  very  consecutive  series  of  experiments  upon  that  point,  but  what 
have  been  made  go  to  show  that  our  system  of  1-1 2th  gives  upon  the  whole  the 
greatest  degree  of  hardness ;  that  is  admitted  by  the  French  while  adopting  their 
system  of  9 -10th.  It  is  stated  that  that  comes  so  near  to  the  system  which 
gives  the  greatest  hardness,  that  the  difference  in  point  of  hardness  is  inappre- 
ciable, and  it  is  considered  as  a  recognised  fact  that  ^  is  the  hardest  com- 
position. An  alloy  of  part  silver  and  part  copper  is  regarded  as  somewhat  better 
than  copper  alone. 

662.  No  complete  experiments  have  been  made  on  alloys  containing  the  precise 
porportions  of  the  atomic  weights  of  gold  and  copper  ? — They  come  very  near. 

663.  Do  not  the  experiments  of  Lord  Rasse  tend  to  show  that  there  is  a 
remarkable  difference  wiien  you  have  the  precise  proportion  of  atomic  weights  ? 
— In  gold  and  copper  the  changes  are  not  so  remarkable  ;  and  I  am  not  aware 
of  any  experiments  that  would  lead  me  to  suppose  that  the  exact  atomic  propor- 
tions would  produce  any  change  whatever ;  the  atom  of  gold  may  be  taken 
as  122-80,  that  of  copper  39'56  ;  those  would  give  you  for  2  atoms  of  gold,  and 
one  atom  of  copper,  •8613  as  the  decimal  expressing  the  fineness,  which  is  lower 
than  could  be  conveniently  adopted  as  a  standard ;  the  atom  of  one  gold  and 
one  copper  would  give  'TSGS,  two  of  copper  and  one  gold,  '6082.  There  is  a 
composition  called  red  gold,  which  is  nearly  five  atoms  of  gold  and  three  atoms 
of  copper ;  its  fineness  would  be  "8381 :  there  is  also  a  mixture  about  of  four 
parts  gold,  one  copper,  and  one  silver,  which,  I  believe,  is  used  as  red  gold  in 
jewellery,  but  I  am  not  aware  of  any  advantages  that  it  has  in  point  of  hardness  ; 
it  is  simply  the  colour  that  is  spoken  of. 

664.  In  point  of  fact,  there  is  no  practical  difficulty  affecting  the  value  of  the 
coin  attending  a  change  in  the  standard  of  fineness  r — The  value  of  copper  is 
not  included  in  a  sovereign  ;  the  change  in  the  total  weight  would  be  about 
2  i  grains,  if  you  adopt  the  French  standard  ;  it  would  be  inappreciable  under 
any  circumstances;  it  would  not  be  perceived  as  increasing  the  bulk  of  the 
com  in  any  sensible  proportion. 

665.  To  what  do  you  attribute  the  fact  that  there  is  a  difference  in  the  colour 
of  the  gold  circulating  in  this  country  ?— The  yellow  coins  contain  silver,  and 
the  others  contain  copper. 

666.  That  is  not  intentional  in  the  Mint,  is  it? — By  no  means;  it  would  be 
desirable  to  avoid  it 

667.  Is  it  found  very  difficult  to  extract  the  silver  from  the  gold  that  is  in 
circulation  ? — It  is  a  recognised  process  and  a  pro^table  process ;  and  it  is  done 
verv  largely. 

068.  Is  that  done  by  the  Mint  previous  to  permitting  the  gold  to  be  coined  r 
— It  is  not  adopted  at  present ;  we  could  not  coin  the  quantity  of  gold  we  have 
to  coin  in  the  time ;  the  time  occupied  in  extracting  the  silver  would  be  greater 
than  could  be  bestowed  upon  it. 

669.  Does  the  existence  of  silver  in  the  coinage,  of  this  and  other  countries, 
create  a  practical  difficulty  in  testing  the  fineness  of  the  gold  ?-7-There  is  no  prac- 
tical difficulty  in  testing  the  fineness  of  the  gold ;  it  is  done  to  an  extraordinary 
precision,  and  very  readily. 

670.  If  the  French  government  should  think  proper  to  alter,  by  a  very  slight 
amount,  the  assumed  relative  value  of  gold  and  silver,  so  as  to  bring  it  nearer  to 
the  commercial  relation  between  those  two  metals,  the  French  napoleon  might 
be  brought  to  be  precisely  4-6ths  of  an  English  sovereign.  The  French  napo- 
leon being  defined  at  20  francs,  and  gold  being  taken  at  15  i  times  the  value  of 
silver,  if  the  French  fix  upon  15^ths  as  the  relative  proportion,  would  not  a 
napoleon  of  20  francs  then  be  equal  to  4-5ths  of  the  English  sovereign  ? — If  it 
were  once  adjusted  so  it  would  not  remain  so. 

671.  Is  it  on  that  account  that  the  French  Government  assume  a  fixed  relation 
i)etween  gold  and  silver,  although  that  in  point  of  fact  cannot  exist? — The 
French  system  used  to  be  that  of  a  silver  tender;  they  now  allow  gold  and  silver 

to 
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o  be  a  legal  tender;  and  the  consequence  is,  that  so  long  as  the  relative  value  Six  J.  HeruheL 

of  gold  and  silver  remains  as  it  is,  neither  of  them  will  powerfully  tend  to  throw  ■■ 

the  other  out  of  circulation ;  but  in  case  of  any  change  in  the  relative  value  of  •^  ^^  **^^* 
gold  and  silver,  one  of  thera  must  go  out. 

672.  Has  not  the  substitution  of  gold  for  silver  in  the  coinage  of  France  and 
America  mainly  contributed  to  prevent  any  considerable  alteration  in  the  rela- 
tive value  of  the  two  metals,  in  spite  of  the  large  influx  of  gold  ?— The  silver 
circulation  of  France  is  enormous^  and  the  introduction  of  a  great  quantity  of 
gold,  as  the  more  convenient  metal,  must  of  necessity  displace  silver ;  but  as  to 
how  far  that  has  altered  the  relative  value  of  gold  and  silver  will  depend  upon 
a  great  many  other  circumstances,  and,  among  others,  the  supply  of  silver  from 
the  Mexican  mines,  and  other  sources. 

673.  For  the  purpose  of  permitting  the  French  gold  to  circulate  in  England 
at  the  relative  value  of  four  sovereigns  to  five  napoleons,  would  it  not  be  neces- 
sary that  the  two  countries  should  agree  as  to  a  common  rule  to  be  adopted  with 
regard  to  the  limit  at  which  a  coin  should  go  out  of  circulation  for  lightness  of 
weight  ?— It  is  quite  necessary  that  that  should  be  the  case,  otherwise  their  light 
napoleons  might  come  over  here  for  circulation. 

674.  You  think  that,  upon  other  grounds,  the  French  Government  will  pro- 
bably  be  tempted  to  fix  a  very  narrow  limit  for  the  debasing  of  weight  of  gold  ? 
— I  cannot  of  course  say  what  the  French  Government  might  be  willing  to  do 
in  any  case  of  the  kind. 

675.  Are  you  aware  whether  English  gold  coin  is  to  any  considerable  extent 
exported  in  ordinary  years  ? — It  is  very  diflicult  to  obtain  any  exact  knowledge 
of  the  quantity  of  gold  exported.  There  is  a  certain  declaration  of  gold  at  the 
Custom-house  ;  but  as  it  is  not  necessary  to  declare  the  quantity  that  goes  abroad, 
a  vast  deal  of  gold  is  exported  that  we  know  nothing  of 

676.  Would  the  adoption  of  a  common  standard  of  fineness,  by  an  inter- 
national arrangement  to  make  coin  interchangeable,  tend  very  much  to  check 
speculation  in  the  exchanges  ? — I  should  apprehend  not.  The  exchanges  depend 
upon  the  exports,  and  matters  of  commodity  and  commercial  transactions,  quite 
independent  of  the  internal  circulation  of  the  country. 

677.  Although  it  is  true  that  in  general  the  rate  of  exchange  for  any  long 
period  must  depend  upon  the  balance  of  trade,  is  there  not  an  oscillation  created 
by  the  dealers  in  coin,  which  would  be  checked  if  the  coin  were  interchangeable? 
— ^The  intrinsic  par  of  exchange,  the  theoretical  par  of  exchange,  is  different 
from  the  practical  par  of  exchange^  which  depends  upon  wear  and  tear  of  the 
coin.  That  enters  as  one  element  of  uncertainty  into  all  calculations  of 
exchange. 

678.  With  that  common  standard  I  suggested,  that  element  of  confusion  in 
the  exchange  would  be  excluded  ? — If  you  were  sure  the  rules  would  be  adhered 
to«  Supposing  the  French  Bank  adopted  the  same  system  as  the  English  Bank, 
if  they  did  that  upon  an  established  principle^  and  kept  it  up  constantly,  no  doubt 
the  coins  in  circulation  would  approach  much  more  nearly  than  they  do  at 
present  to  their  exact  value ;  and  therefore  in  the  proportion  that  that  was  done, 
it  would  tend  to  diminish  that  element  of  uncertainty  in  the  exchanges. 

679.  Do  you  not  believe  that  if  we  altered  our  system,  the  loss  would  be  very 
much  heavier  than  it  is  now? — I  have  no  doubt  that  the  charging  the  loss  upon 
the  holder  is  one  powerful  means  of  keeping  the  coin  at  its  legal  weight.  With 
reference  to  the  question  asked  just  now  as  to  the  quantity  of  gold  exported, 
I  have  here  a  statement  which  may  be  found  useful,  so  far  as  the  returns  from 
the  Custom-house  are  concerned,  of  the  quantity  of  gold  exported  from  the 
year  1842  to  the  year  1852,  and  which,  with  the  permission  of  the  Committee^ 
I  will  put  in : — 
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AN  ACCOUNT  of  the  Number  of  Onnces  of  BnmsH  Gold  Coin  Expoirted  from  the  United 
Kingdom,  in  each  Year,  from  1842  to  1862. 


YEARS. 


BritUi  Gold  Coin 
EfpMttdfrom  te  United 


Ounces. 
107,829 

419,869  3 

d. 

564,609 

2,198,066  18 

28,979 

93,368  4 

11,728 

46,666  18 

99,627 

387,633  6 

1,006,661 

3,916,763  11 

227,677 

886,127  18 

10 

210,426 

819,846  4 

229,431 

893,846  19 

481,838 

1,876,166  14 

690,767 

2,300,299  - 

1842 
1843 
1844 
1846 
1846 
1847 
1848 
1849 
1860 
1861 
1862 


680.  What  is  at  present  the  value  of  silver  us  exchanged  for  gold  ? — The  kit 
purchase  on  the  part  of  the  Mint  was  6s.  Id.  per  ounce  standard. 

681.  That  is,  standard  silver  and  standard  gold? — It  refers  to  our  legal 
standard  of  value,  the  pound  sterling  and  its  subdivisions,  as  used  in  the  English 
market. 

682.  That  is,  the  price  of  standard  silver  ? — Yes. 

683.  I  forgot  to  ask  you  what  copper  that  standard  silver  has? — ^Three- 
fortieths  ;  different  from  the  gold. 

684.  Mr.  /.  B.  Smith.']  Would  you  think  it  expedient  to  allow  any  foreign 
coin  to  pass  in  this  country  as  a  le^  tender  ? — I  think  the  thing  would  be 
altc^ther  objectionable.  What  might  be  done  in  the  event  of  a  general  con- 
gress of  nations,  and  an  adoption  of  a  totally  new  system,  I  cannot  say ;  but  at 
present,  situated  as  we  are,  I  think  it  would  be  an  objectionable  thing. 

685.  It  would,  nevertheless,  be  a  great  convenience,  if  we  could  all  agree  upon 
having  coins  containing  the  same  amount  of  fineness? — ^The  thing  would  be 
desirable  in  itself.  All  assimilations  of  that  kind  I  hold  to  be  desirable,  the 
only  question  being  as  to  the  possibility  of  inducing  the  masses  to  adopt  the 
improvement. 

686.  Is  there  not  a  great  difficulty  in  some  countries  adopting  gold  and  some 
silver  as  their  standard  ? — ^That  of  course  is  a  difficulty. 

687.  Mr.  W.  Brown.]  You  are  probably  aware  that  in  other  countries,  although 
gold  and  silver  may  be  the  legal  tender^  if  the  exchange  fluctuates  very  much 
you  have  to  give  a  premium  of  one,  two,  three,  and  four  per  cent,  to  get  coin 
from  the  brokers  to  collect  it,  in  order  to  meet  the  difference  in  the  exchange  ?— 
That  has  been  the  case  in  France  in  respect  to  gold. 

688.  Are  you  aware  that,  in  America,  silver  has  borne  a  premium  of  one^ 
two,  three,  and  four  per  cent.  ? — I  was  not  aware  of  that  feict. 

689.  Chairman.]  Have  you  any  general  remarks  to  make  upon  the  question 
of  the  decimal  coinage  ? — ^Nothing  occurs  to  me  at  present. 
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Martisy  3P  die  Maii,  1858. 


MEMBERS   PRESENT. 


Mr.  W.  Brown. 
Mr.  J.  B.  Smith, 
Mr.  Hamilton. 
Lord  Stanley. 


Sir  William  Clay. 
Mr.  Kinnaird. 
Mr.  Moody. 
Mr.  Dunlop. 


WILLIAM  BROWN,  Esq.,  in  the  Chair. 


Lieut.-General  Sir  Charles  Wm.  Fa$ley^  k.  c.  b.,  called  in  ;  and  further 

Examin^. 

690.  Chairman.^  WHEN  you  were  here  on  the  last  occasion,  we  asked  you  Lieut-General 
whether  any,  and  what,  inconveniences  would  arise,  in  the  event  of  our  coinage  Sir  C.  W.  Pasley^ 
being  changed,  in  the  payment  of  soldiers;  you  said  you  thought  none  would  ic.c.b. 

arise,  but  that  you  would  look  into  it ;  will  you  have  the  goodness  to  tell  us  what  

has  been  the  result  of  your  inquiry  ? — Soldiers  have  always  been  paid  in  the  cur-  3»  May  1853. 
rency  of  the  country  in  which  they  were  making  war  or  in  which  they  were 

quartered.  In  Spain,  in  Portugal,  and  with  the  army  of  occupation  in  France, 
and  in  short  in  every  country  in  which  they  made  war  or  were  quartered,  they 
were  always  paid  in  the  currency  of  the  country,  which  never  agreed  with  the 
sterling  coin,  and  yet  no  diflSculty  was  experienced. 

691.  With  whom  was  the  arrangement  of  the  sum  of  money  to  be  paid  ? — With 
the  Government,  which  pays  soldiers  in  the  silver  currency  of  the  country,  at  its 
full  value  in  sterling  money.  At  Gibraltar  the  payment  is  by  the  dollar,  which  is 
divided  into  12  reals  and  192  quartos,  one  real  being  equal  to  16  quartos;  the 
dollar  being  always  paid  at  45.  2  d.  by  order  of  the  British  Government.  It  is 
the  same  in  all  the  British  colonies,  in  which  dollars  are  used,  and  if  they  are 
paid  in  American  dollars,  as  in  Canada,  they  bear  the  same  value.  The  real  at 
Gibraltar  being  the  12th  part  of  the  dollar,  is  equal  to  4d.  and  i-6th  of  i  d. 
Hence  it  comes  exactly  under  the  same  difficulty  as  would  be  experienced  if  the 
decimal  coinage  were  introduced  in  England,  and  yet  no  practical  di65culty  has 
been  felt  in  paying  the  troops  at  Gibraltar.  The  quarto  is  a  small  fraction  more 
than  a  farthing,  and  yet  no  difficulty  is  found,  though  the  troops  are  paid  in 
dollars,  reals,  and  quartos.  In  India  the  troops  are  paid  in  rupees ;  each  rupee  is 
2  s.  o^d. ;  the  rupee  is  divided  into  16  anas,  and  the  ana  is  a  fraction  more  than 
1 J  cf. ;  the  ana  is  divided  into  12  pice,  the  pice  is  rather  more  than  i-8th  of  1  d. 
Therefore  those  coins  ought  to  be  much  more  troublesome  than  the  decimal  coin- 
age would  be  in  England,  if  established  by  law.  In  the  payment  of  the  troops, 
there  is  a  clearance  at  the  end  of  every  month,  in  which  the  soldiers  receive  the 
full  balance  of  their  pay,  but  the  full  pay  of  the  whole  is  drawn  in  advance  every 
month,  and  therefore  when  the  captains  of  companies  and  their  pay-serjeants 
settle  with  the  soldiers,  by  paying  the  balance  due  to  them  over  and  above  their 
usually  daily  payments  and  their  weekly  mess-bills,  there  can  only  be  the  difference 
between  one  farthing  and  one  of  the  proposed  mils,  that  is  to  say,  the  24th  part 
of  a  farthing,  and  whether  the  soldier  gains  or  loses  that,  is  a  matter  of  moon* 
shine. 

692.  Is  there  anything  else  that  occurs  to  you  of  which  you  would  wish  to 
inform  the  Committee  ?*^I  beg  to  observe  that,  in  my  opinion,  it  will  be  necessary 
to  have  tables  of  sterling  money  and  of  the  proposed  decimal  coinage,  compared 
together,  from  a  farthing  to  2 ^^  of  the  former,  and  from  1  mil  to  10  cents,  or 
1  florin  of  the  latter.  By  way  of  explanation,  I  beg  to  hand  in  the  following 
table: 
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TABLE  of  Sterling  Monbt  and  of  the  proposed  Dbciual  Coinage  compared^  from  One 
Farthing  to  Two  Shillings  of  the  former,  and  from  One  Mil  to  Ten  Cents,  or  One  Florin,, 
of  the  latter. 


Sum 

Value 

Sam 

Vahie 

Sam 

Value 

Sum 

Valae 

in  Sterling 

in  Decanal 

in  Sterling 

in  Decimal 

in  Sterling 

in  Decimal 

in  Sterling 

in  Decimal 

Money. 

Coinage. 

Money. 

Coinage. 

Money. 

Coinage. 

Money. 

Coinage. 

D.  JP*. 

L.F.C.M. 

D.  F. 

L.F.C.M. 

5.  D.  F. 

L.F.C.M. 

S.  D.  F 

L.FaM. 

0    1 

0-001 

6    1 

0-026 

1    0    1 

0-051 

1    6    1 

0-076 

0    2 

0002 

6    2 

0-027 

10    2 

0-052 

16    2 

0-077 

0    3 

0-003 

6    3 

0-028 

10    3 

0-053 

1     6    3 

OH)78 

1    0 

0004 

7    0 

0-029 

1    1    0 

0-054 

17    0 

0-079 

1     1 

0005 

7    1 

0-030 

1     1    1 

0-055 

1    7    1 

0-080 

1    2 

0-006 

7    2 

0031 

112 

0-056 

1     7    2 

0-081 

1    3 

0-007 

7    3 

0-032 

113 

0-057 

1     7    3 

0-082 

2    0 

0-008 

8    0 

0-033 

12    0 

0H)58 

18    0 

0H»3 

2    1 

0-009 

8    1 

0-034 

12    1 

0*059 

1    8    1 

0-084 

2    2 

0010 

8    2 

0-035 

12    2 

0060 

1     8    2 

0H)85 

2    3 

0-011 

8    3 

0-036 

1    2    3 

0-061 

1     8    3 

0-086 

3    0 

0-012 

9    0 

0037 

13    0 

0-062 

1     9    0 

0-087 

3    1 

0014 

9    1 

0-039 

1    3     1 

0-064 

1    9    1 

0-089 

3    2 

0-015 

9    2 

0-040 

1    3    2 

0-065 

19    2 

0-090 

3    3 

0-016 

9    3 

0-041 

1    3    3 

0-066 

1     9    3 

0-091 

4    0 

0-017 

10    0 

0-042 

1     4    0 

0H)67 

1  10    0 

0-092 

4    1 

0-018 

10    1 

0-043 

1     4    1 

0-068 

1  10    1 

0-093 

4    2 

0019 

10    2 

0-044 

1     4    2 

0069 

1  10    2 

0-094 

4    3 

0-020 

10    3 

0-045 

1     4    3 

0-070 

1  10    3 

0-095 

5    0 

0-021 

11    0 

0-046 

1     5    0 

Oi)71 

1  11    0 

0-096 

5    1 

0-022 

11     1 

0047 

15    1 

0-072 

1  11     1 

0-097 

5    2 

0-023 

11    2 

0-048 

15    2 

0-073 

1  11    2 

0098 

5    3 

0024 

11    3 

0-049 

1     5    3 

0-074 

1  11    3 

0-099 

6    0 

0-025 

12    0 

0050 

1    6    0 

0-075 

2    0    0 

0-100 

I  have  not  carried  the  table  higher  than  1  florin^  but  for  general  use  it  would 
be  necessary  to  have  tables  of  that  sort  carried  up  to  as  far  as  t  /.  sterling. 

693.  Parties  would  soon  find  that  it  was  necessary  to  make  use  of  the  tables, 
and  booksellers,  finding  that  there  was  a  demand  for  them,  would  furnish  them  ? 
—Yes, 

694.  We  will  suppose  people  coming  over  from  France,  and  having  a  sum  ta 
pay  at  the  Custom-house,  could  their  coin  be  reduced  as  nearly  as  possible,  by  a 
table  of  that  sort,  to  decimal  money  ? — When  it  is  established,  it  can  make  no 
difference  whatever  beyond  the  24th  part  of  a  farthing  in  the  total  amount  of 
the  bill, 

695.  Have  you  anything  further  to  state  to  us  ? — In  regard  to  the  coinage, 
I  should  think  that  the  new  copper  coinage  should  consist  of  a  i-mil  piece,  a  2-mil 
piece,  a  3-mil  piece,  and  a  4-mil  piece ;  and  that  the  new  silver  coinage  should 
consist  of  a  i-cent  piece,  a  2->cent  piece,  a  3-cent  piece,  a  5-cent  piece,  which  would 
correspond  with  our  present  shilling,  and  a  1 -florin  piece.  I  think  those  are  all. 
the  coins  we  ought  to  issue.  The  cent  piece  will  be  very  near  to  the  smallest 
American  silver  coin  and  the  smallest  French  silver  coin,  and  between  this,  as 
well  as  the  2-cent  piece  and  the  3-cent  piece,  there  will  be  a  marked  distinction  in 
size,  so  that  no  mistake  can  take  place,  and  I  think  they  will  be  very  convenient 
coins. 

696.  Lord  Stanley.}  Of  what  metal  do  you  propose  that  the  cent  piece  should 
be  composed  ? — Of  silver.  It  will  be  very  nearly  as  large  a;  the  threepenny-pieces 
now  in  use. 

697.  Chairman.']  Would  you  have  the  coins  marked  with  the  value?— Yes; 
all  the  copper  coins. 

698.  Would  you  not  also  mark  upon  the  silver  coins  the  number  of  mils  ? — 
Yes;  1  cent  or  10  mils,  2  cents  or  20  mils,  3  cents  or  30  mils,  5  cents  or  50- 
mils,  but  not  the  florins,  upon  which  I  would  mark  10  cents  or  1  florin. 

699.  Lord  Stanley.]  Would  you  carry  that  on  to  the  highest  denomination,  and 
mark  the  1  /.  sterling  1,000  mils  ? — ^That  is  not  necessary,  because  the  only  deno- 
minations that  will  be  changed  in  accounts  are  shillings,  pence  and  farthings,  into 
florins,  cents  and  mils. 

700.  I  understand  you  to  say  that  you  do  not  think  it  important  that  every  coin, 
without  exception,  should  bear  upon  it  its  value  in  mils  ? — I  do  not  see  the  neces- 
sity of  it ;  the  cents  only,  if  under  one  florin,  ought  to  have  upon  them  their  value 
in  mils. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Augustus  De  Morgan^  called  in ;  and  Examined. 

701.  Chairman.']  YOU  are  Professor  of  Mathematics  in  University  College? —  }k\r.A.DeMargnn. 
I  am.  

702.  We   are   aware  that  you   have  paid  much  attention  to  the  subject  of     3^  May  1853. 
decimal  coins,  and  decimal  weights  and  measures ;  have  the  goodness  to  state  to 

the  Committee  what  you  consider  to  be  the  advantage  of  abandoning  the  present 
system,  and  adopting  a  decimal  system  ? — ^I  consider  there  would  be  a  threefold 
advantage.  First  in  actual  business,  next  in  education,  and  next  in  the  prepa- 
ration for  a  decimal  system  altogether.  The  advantage  in  business  is  the  actual 
saving  of  trouble  in  calculation,  which  would  be  a  very  material  advantage,  and 
would  be,  in  fact,  the  great  advantage.  I  might  give  some  details  of  the  manner 
in  which  calculations  would  be  more  easy;  but  I  will  merely  mention  one  thing :  a 
common  rule  for  dividing  one  sum  of  money  by  another  never  appears  in  our  books 
of  arithmetic  at  all  under  the  name  of  division,  for  instance,  how  many  times  does 
16/.  175.  2\d.  contain  131.  ^\  d.  Such  a  question  as  that,  obviously  a  question 
of  division,  is  referred  to  another  branch  of  arithmetic  by  the  difficulties  of  our 
coinage,  and  if  ever  such  a  thing  occur,  it  is  manufactured  into  a  question  of  the 
Rule  of  Three. 

703.  Can  you  form  any  opinion  of  the  per-centage  of  labour  that  would  be 
saved  ? — Of  the  per-centage  of  labour  in  calculation  saved,  I  can  form  no  very 
adequate  idea;  but  I  believe  that  in  the  more  complicated  parts  of  ordinary 
business  calculations  considerably  more  than  half  the  labour  would  be  saved,  and 
in  many  questions  more  than  four-hfths  of  the  labour. 

704.  You  consider  that,  the  adoption  of  the  decimal  coinage  instead  of  our  pre- 
sent mode  of  keeping  accounts,  would  be  a  very  important  labour-saving  machine 
to  the  country  ? — I  am  certain  of  it.  I  will  go  on,  with  the  permission  of  the  Com- 
mittee, with  what  I  was  saying  on  the  question  of  business.  I  spoke  of  the 
trouble  that  would  be  saved  in  what  actually  is  done,  and  must  be  done,  but  I 
did  not  speak  of  what  might  be  done,  but  is  not,  in  consequence  of  the  complica- 
tion of  our  present  system.  In  the  first  place,  the  money  which  changes  hands  is 
not  that  which  would  change  hands  if  we  had  a  more  simple  system,  and  1  will 
take  as  an  instance  the  income-tax.  It  must  have  been  the  idea  in  the  mind  of  the 
Minister  that  it  should  be  three  per  cent.,  and  the  nearest  calculation  in  round 
numbers  to  that  is  ^d.  in  the  pound ;  so  that  the  Government  abandoned  about 
30,oooi.  in  every  million  of  taxes,  by  taking  7^.  in  the  pound  instead  of  taking 
three  per  cent.  It  may  be  stated  in  this  way,  that  the  Government  abandoned 
income-tax  on  the  income-tax  ;  that  is,  they  abandoned  id.  in  the  pound  on 
what  they  were  to  receive.  Another  case  is  this :  every  one  knows  thai  dis- 
count on  a  bill  that  has  some  time  to  run  is  not  the  interest  on  the  present 
value  until  the  time  it  becomes  due,  but  owing  to  the  difficulty  of  calculating 
the  discount,  it  has  gradually  become  charged  as  interest  on  all  small  bills  with  no 
long  time  to  run  ;  for  instance,  a  bill  for  100/.  due  a  year  hence  at  five  per  cent., 
would  be  discounted  at  95/.,  instead  of  95/.  45.  gd. ;  that  is  a  difference  of  4^.  9//., 
which  would  not  be  submitted  to  by  an  individual  in  an  individual  case,  but  the 
action  of  our  complicated  system  on  the  general  public,  and  on  the  genera!  system 
of  business,  has  been  to  cause  what  is  really  discount  to  be  abandoned  in  tavour 
of  what  should  be  called  interest. 

705.  I  believe  that  engineers,  builders  and  contractors,  who  have  large  and 
complicated  calculations  to  make,  almost  always  ui^e  decimals  instead  of  pounds, 
shilhngs  and  pence? — I  know  that  the  engineers  use  decimals  of  a  foot  on  the 
levelling  staves.  I  know  also  that  the  Bank  of  England  has  adopted  the  deci- 
mals of  an  ounce  as  to  bullion  ;  and  that  actuaries  have  always  used  decimals  of 
money,  never  using  the  shillings  and  pence. 

706.  In  business  transactions,  what  saving  of  figures  would  there  be  by  this 
simpler  mode  of  keeping  accounts? — ^The  mere  keeping  of  accounts  consists 
in  writing  down  figures  and  adding  them  up  ;  and  it  is  obvious  that,  although  we 
say  we  have  three  columns,  we  really  have  five,  because  the  shillings  want  two 
columns,  and  the  pence  require  two  columns  to  meet  the  case  of  lorf.  or  11  rf., 
and  then  there  is  the  column,  so  called,  of  farthings,  which  requires  the  writing 
down  of  two  figures.  The  new  system  would  require  strictly  three  columns  of  a 
single  figure  in  each,  and  nothing  beyond  that. 

707.  How  would  you  express  1  /.  19^.  11  J  rf.  ?— That  would  be,  as  nearly  as 
posbible,  £.  1*999. 

0.66.  I  708.  In 
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V-A.DeMorrran        7^^'  ^°  poiut  of  fact,  you  use  five  figures  instead  of  seven  ? — Four  ;  there  are 

J !_"       not  only  seven  used,   but  the  line  that  separates  the  three  and  four,  and  some 

SI  May  1853       ^^^ks    of  separation    between    the   shillings    and   pounds.      In  writing  down 
il.  195.  1 1  I  rf.  I  have  to  make  10  marks. 

709.  Have  you  anything  further  to  add  as  regards  business  ? — I  should  say 
that  there  are  one  or  two  aids  to  business  that  have  nev^  been  used  in  con- 
sequence of  the  6om[>lication  of  our  system ;  for  instance,  the  table  of  logarithms 
is  never  known  in  business.  Now  that,  aa  a  means  of  calculation  or  check,  is  a 
matter  of  great  importance,  and  will  no  doubt  be  introduced  in  a  few  years,  with 
a  complete  establishment  of  the  decimal  coinage.  Let  n^  notice  one  class  of 
questions  in  particMlar,  which  is  known  in  arithmetic  as  the  arbitration  of  ex^ 
changes,  tl^  finding  out  what  is  the  best  way  of  transmitting  money  from  one 
country  to  another,  whether  directly,  or  through  a  third  country  or  through  a  third 
and  fourth  country.  That  is  really  a  question  of  ftueh  complicated  caicolation  that 
it  is  not  done,  I  am  sure,  in  a  great  many  instances  in  which  it  ought  to  be  done ; 
and,  in  particular,  it  is  not  done  with  the  rapidity  whieb  ought  to  be  u«ed.  In  a 
great  many  in^itances,  when  a  post  comes  in  from  one  country,  and  a  post  goes 
out  to  another  country  the  same  evening,  it  OMght  to  be  a  matter  of  considerable 
consequence  to  a  man  of  business  to  be  able  to  state  two  or  three  questions  of 
exchajige.  The  arbitration  of  exchanges  is  a  very  complicated  consideration 
with  the  preaent  system.  In  1802  a  book  was  publiabed  by  a  gentleman  of 
the  name  of  Teschemacher,  for  the  arbitration  of  exchange*  by  the  use  of 
logarithms.  It  did  not  mention  the  word  logarithms,  because  that  would  have 
frightened  the  mercantile  men.  It  did  not  eouie  into  use,  because  it  was  not 
properly,  introduced,  and  was  sold  at  a  very  high  price ;  and  I  only  mention 
it  as  shorwing  my  own  knowledge  that  a  system  of  logarithms  would  be  a  very 
material  aid  in  the  question  of  the  arbitration  of  exchanges*  I  will  mention 
aimther  iorstance,  and  that  is  the  sliding  rule  which  the  carpesters  and  engiueei^ 
us9>  which  b  the  logarithmic  rule,  very  easy  to  understand,  and  easy  to 
apply  to  any  decimal  system.  It  is  not  imposbible  to  apply  a  sliding  rule  of 
calculation  tx>  our  system  as  it  is,  but  though  it  is  not  impossiole  it  is  practi- 
cally inipo63ifaJe ;  it  is  impracticable,  as  the  difficulty  of  using  it  with  puund^, 
shillii>g6  and  pence,  would  be  too  great.  Brokers,  fur  instance,  and  persons 
who  have  t^  make  calculations  and  ads^Hations  very  quickly  to  find  out  the 
proper  price  of  one  stock  according  to  (he  price  of  another  stock,  might  use  the 
sliding  rule  to  very  great  advantage.  I  will  now  come  to  the  subject  of  educa- 
tion, in  which  I  will  first  speak  of  the  time  I  believe  to  be  loot.  I  think  that, 
taking  all  the  schools  in  the  country,  commercial  as  well  as  classical,  and  consi- 
dering in  how  many  of  them  reading,  writing  and  arithmetic  form  the  great  ruaas 
of  what  is  taught,  I  am  not  putting  it  too  high  when  I  say  that  arithmetic  forms 
the  fifth  ]>art,  in  time,  of  all  the  primary  education  given  in  the  couatry,  that  is, 
20  per  cent,  of  all  the  primary  education,  I  think  that  is  under  the  mark.  I  am 
sure  I  a^n  putting  the  evils  of  the  present  system  rather  low,  when  I  say  that  they 
cauae  ooc^fourtb  of  that  time  to  be  uselessly  emplc^ed,  that  is  to  say,  i-20th  part 
of  all  the  time  spent  in  primary  education  in  this  country  I  conaider  to  l>e  thrown 
away  by  the  present  system  of  coinage,  weights  and  measures. 

710.  That  ia  one-fifth  or  the  20th  part? — Yes. 

711.  What  portion  of  the  whole  education  ?— Five  per  cent,  of  the  whole  time 
^pent  in  primary  education ;  by  that  I  mean  of  the  education  before  proceeding 
to  college  or  into  business.  That  great  loss  of  time  is  the  first  disadvantage.  The 
next  is^  that  as  soon  as  the  student  has  mastered  tXie  great  principle  of  decimal 
arithmetic,  as  soon  as  he  has  got  through  his  primary  rules  of  addition,  subtraction, 
multiplication,  an(i  division,  his  attention  is  called  off  to  another  sysi^em,  und 
not  merely  to  another  system,  but  to  a  complication  of  different  systeujs.  I  say 
nothing  about  the  complication  of  the  different  systems  further  than  to  give  that 
hint,  because  we  are  now  upon  the  coinage,  and  not  upon  the  weights  and  oica- 
t>ure8.  But  by  far  the  greater  part  of  calculation  upon  concrete  quantity  is  made 
upon  the  money;  for  one  question  of  calculatioij  that  occurs  in  real  business  upon 
the  divisions  of  the  pound  avoirdupois,  or  the  divisions  of  the  acre,  there  arc  twi'uty 
that  occur  upon  money.  And  therefore,  just  when  the  student  should  begin  to 
apply  the  principles  of  decimal  calculation  which  are  the  basis  of  arithmetic,  he  is 
forced  in  a  great  measure  to  abandon  them,  and  to  proceed  to  another  sysitm, 
which  creates  confusion,  causes  him  to  forget  what  he  has  learnt,  and  makes  the 
subsequent  use  of  arithmetic  much  more  difficult  than  is  necessary. 

712.  What 


Digitized  by 


Google 


SELECT  COMMirTEE  ON  DECIMAL  COINAGE.  67 

712.  What  tneanB  would  you  adopt  in  order  to  introduce  the  decimal  coinage  Mr.  A  De  lUorgui 

into  schools  as  sopn  as  possible ;  what  primary  steps  would  you  think  it  advisable        

for  the  Government  to  pursue?— I  very  much  doubt  whether  it  is  necessary  for      31  ^^^y  *^^3« 
the  Government  to  take  any  particular  pains,  except  in  the  Government  schools, 

and  in  those  matters  to  which  the  Government  has  to  apply  its  national  system  of 
education.  I  think  schools  in  general  may  be  left  to  competition,  to  private 
writers,  and  to  the  feeling  which  every  one  will  have  of  the  necessity  of  preparing 
for  the  change.  It  will  be  borne  in  mind  that  this  is  not  from  the^  more  easy  to 
the  rtjore  difficult,  but  from  the  more  difficult  to  the  more  easy.  I  should  say 
that  fome  teachers  (and  I  can  speak  for  myself)  always  use  decimal  coinage 
tn  actual  teaching,  by  teaching  a  shorter  rule  for  transferring  our  common  coinage 
into  decimal  coinage,  working  the  question  in  that  decimal  coinage,  and  then 
transferring  that  back  again  to  pounds,  shillings  and  pence,  when  the  answer  is 
given.  I  never  myself  teach  the  actual  coinage,  except  that  I  teach  the  head- 
rule  for  transferring  it  into  decimals,  which  is  very  easy. 

713.  Mr.  Kinnaird.]  Do  you  know  of  any  very  good  book  existing  at  present 
for  introduction  into  schools  f — Not  that  has  particular  reference  to  decimal 
coinage.  There  are  some  boi^ks  of  arithmetic  that  teach  the  short  rule  of  con- 
version. 

714.  You  know  (rf  none  referring  entirely  to  the  decimal  coinage? — I  know  of 
no  book  in  English  fashit>Qed  entirely  upon  decimal  coinage. 

715.  Chaifman.]  What  steps  would  yqa  take  to  introduce  the  coinage ;  would 
you  do  it  at  oace  ? — I  do  not  think  it  will  take  much  time.  As  to  the  modes  of 
introduction,  there  is  a  question  in  my  mind  as  to  which  of  two  plans  should  be 
taken,  a  gradual  introduction,  or  an  introduction  at  one  step.  If  the  new  system 
be  introduced  gradually,  the  process  would  be,  without  saying  a  word  about  new 
coinage  or  the  decimal  system,  merely  to  call  in  the  hall-crowns  and  issue  the 
florins.  When  that  is  done,  the  process  would  be  to  coin  a  coin  of  2  i^/.,  that  isy 
of  the  present  coinage,  without  any  reference  to  decimal  coinage,  or  to  any  altera- 
tion ot  our  system.  If  a  coin  of  2  J  d.  were  brought  into  use,  supposing  that  such 
a  coin  could  be  easily  brought  into  use,  of  whic^  I  am  no  judge,  with  the  same 
advantage  as  the  ^d.  and  4^.,  the  first  thing  that  would  strike  the  people  would 
be  that  five  of  those  would  make  1  s,  and  i<f.,  and  that  10  of  them  would  make  a 
florin  and  1  d.  They  would  soon  learn  how  to  give  and  take  change,  because 
nothing  is  easier  than  to  remember  that  five  of  the  new  coins  make  is.  old. 
People  would  soon  come  to  the  idea  that  this  odd  \d.  in  the  i^.,  and  odd  \d. 
in  the  florin,  was  a  nuisance,  and  it  might  then  be  abolished  as  a  nuisance,  and 
the  1^.  brought  to  the  five  new  coins  and  the  florins  to  the  10  new  coins;  and 
that  would  be  the  gradual  way  of  introducing  the  system,  never  mentioning 
the  decimal  system,  nor  giving  the  people  a  notion  of  a  change,  until  a  procla- 
mation should  be  issued  to  strike  off*  the  \d,  on  the  shilling  and  the  \d.  on  the 
florin.  That  would  be  a  gradual  introduction  into  legal  use  of  the  florin, 
cent,  mil,  or  any  other  term*;  that  might  be  chosen. 

716.  Are  you  aware  of  the  gradual  mode  in  which  the  currency  was  changed 
in  the  United  States,  and  of  Jeflferson's  sentiments  on  the  subject? — I  am  not 
aware  of  it. 

717.  Look  at  the  statements  made  by  him  which  are  here  pointed  out,  and  say 
whether  you  think  that  the  new  coins  would  gradually  displace  the  old  coinage, 
as  Jefferson  seems  to  think  in  that  book  ? — In  our  case  the  old  coinage  would 
immediately  become  part  and  parcel  of  the  new  coinage ;  because  we  have  no 
coin  to  abolish  except  the  half-crown,  and  that  not  necessarily,  but  merely  as  a 
convenience. 

718.  Mrv  J.  B.  Smith.]  When  you  speak  of  a  coin  of  the  value  of  2jrf.,  do 
you  mean  of  the  present  coinage,  or  do  you  mciin  i-8th  part  of  a  florin?  — 1 
mean  2id.  of  our  present  coinage,  so  that  five  should  be  a  legal  tender  for  1  s.  oj  d., 
and  10  a  legal  tender  for  a  florin  and  1  d. 

719.  ChairmmiJ]  Would  you  not  apprehend  some  difficulty  with  that  frnction 
of  1  s.  ? — I  do  ;  but  that  difficulty  is  precisely  the  difficulty  of  the  decimal  coinage 
which  1  want  to  introduce,  in  what  1  think  would  be  a  less  frightful  form ;  of 
course  I  see  a  difficulty,  and  it  is  precisely  to  bring  on  that  difficulty  that  I  propose 
a  coin  of  2 J rf.,  or  five  to  is.  o\d. 

720.  Assuming  that  the  Government  were  to  recall  the  1^.,  retaining  its  value 
in  a  new  coin,  do  you  think  that  would  answer  ? — I  do  not  say  that  my  mind  is 
entirely  made  up  upon  these  two  plans,  and  I  put  them  before  the  Committee  as 
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Mi,  A. De Morgan,  matters  which  will  no  doubt  receive  attention.     There  will  be  a  diflSculty  any 

way,  and  it  will  lie  in  that  alteration  of  the  is.  from  48  farthings  to  50  farthings ; 

31  May  1853.  whether  that  difficulty  can  be  best  mec  by  accustoming  people  first  of  all  to  a  new 
coin,  and  an  awkward  coin,  it  being  remembered  that  in  that  awkwardness  they 
encounter  the  difficulty  ;  whether  the  best  system  will  be  to  let  that  awkwardness  be 
felt  first,  is  a  question  upon  which  my  mind  is  not  made  up.  I  for  a  long  time 
thought  that  the  best  plan  would  be  the  gradual  plan,  but  I  think  the  general 
feeling  is  against  it ;  though,  for  myself,  I  still  incline  towards  it. 

721.  Lord  Stanly.]  Would  not  the  new  coin  require  to  be  called  in  again  when 
a  further  adoption  of  the  decimal  system  took  place? — No;  it  would  become  the 
tenth  part  of  the  florin  as  soon  as  the  proclamation  issued  which  established  the 
decimal  system. 

722.  You  propose  that  it  should  be  a  silver  coin  r — Yes. 

723*  You  would  alter  the  arbitrary  value  of  that  silver  coin? — I  should  do  so, 
as  it  would  not  be  of  the  actual  value  ;  in  fact,  the  silver  coins  have  so  little  refer- 
ence to  their  value,  that  there  is  no  difficulty  in  that  point  of  view. 

724.  Mr.  Kinnaird.^  Your  observation  about  the  ?.id.  piece  is  rather  with 
reference  to  the  working  classes  than  as  to  commercial  transactions  ? — Certainly. 

725.  Do  you  not  think  that  the  holders  of  those  would  have  a  very  just  right 
to  complain  if  we  were  to  issue  a  coin  quite  recently  with  a  positive  view  of  mulct- 
ing them  in  the  florin  of  1  d.,  or  in  the  shilling  of  I  d.  ? — ^You  are  already  going  to 
do  that  with  the  copper,  for  when  the  change  is  made  by  which  50  farthings 
become  a  legal  tender  for  1^.,  that  deduction  is  made,  which  I  contemplate  making 
with  this  2\d.  coin,  the  only  difference  being  that  it  would  exist  in  one  bit,  whereas 
it  would  otherwise  be  in  several  bits. 

726.  Mr.  J.  B.  Smith.']  When  you  change  the  system  into  the  decimal  system, 
the  new  coin  would  become  2  rf.  ? — It  would  become  one-tenth  part  of  a  florin,  or 
what  is  called  the  cent  in  this  discussion. 

727.  The  florin  would  be  divided  into  100  mils,  and  each  cent  into  10  mils? 
— This  would  be  10  mils. 

728.  Chairman.]  Probably  you  would  take  the  pound  for  your  integer? — ^Yes; 
I  consider  that  a  matter  of  the  utmost  necessity.  Arithmetically  speaking,  it  does 
not  matter  at  all.  It  would  be  perfectly  easy,  in  the  calculations  of  bankers  and  mer- 
chants, to  start  any  day  with  a  new  name,  for  instance,  to  call  a  pound  two  eagles. 
To  the  banker's  clerk  or  to  the  broker,  the  trouble  would  not  be  worth  mentioning; 
but  the  pound  is  more  than  a  mere  matter  of  arithmetic.  There  is  a  great  deal  of 
political  and  moral  association  connected  with  it.  Under  the  phrases  '^  500  /. 
a  year,*'  or  **  1,000  /.  a  year,'*  we  think  of  states  of  society.  To  make  a  violent 
alteration  would  be  such  a  nuisance  and  mischief  as  should  only  be  encountered 
for  some  very  great  benefit,  and  I  see  no  benefit  at  all  in  the  change. 

729.  You  would  not  make  the  10^.  the  unit,  and  call  it  1,000? — No;  I 
would  keep  up  the  pound  sterling,  both  for  our  own  associations,  and  because  it 
is  so  well  known  all  over  the  world. 

730.  Another  suggestion  has  been  to  keep  the  farthings,  but  to  change  the 
other  coins? — ^That  I  think  would  give  more  trouble  altogether  than  the  other 
change ;  it  would  give  a  great  deal  of  trouble  in  large  commercial  transactions. 

731.  Would  it  effect  a  complete  chanjye  of  the  ideas  of  money  ? — Yes ;  it  would 
alter  the  exchanges,  that  is,  the  names  under  which  exchanges  are  expressed.  It 
would  give  the  commercial  world  a  great  deal  of  trouble,  and  I  do  not  see  that  it 
would  be  compensated  by  any  advantages.  There  was  a  proposal  made,  when 
this  present  silver  coinage  was  introduced,  I  think  in  1816,  for  a  decimal  coinage, 
that  we  should  take  the  guinea  at  252  pence,  and  convert  that  into  1,000  mils; 
that  is  to  say,  the  252  pence  into  250  pence,  which  was  advocated  as  the  least 
violent  change  in  the  copper  ;  but  it  found  no  acceptance,  and  of  late  years  it  has 
never  been  revived. 

732.  With  respect  to  the  names  of  the  coins,  what  would  you  call  them  ?  —It 
is  proposed  to  term  them  pounds,  florins,  cents  and  mils.  To  the  pound  and 
florin  I  have  no  objection ;  there  never  was  a  coin  near  the  2^.  which  had  a  name 
in  England  ;  and  therefore  for  the  2^.  coin  we  must  either  invent  a  name  or  adopt 
a  name,  and  I  think  the  word  "  florin ''  would  do  as  well  as  any.  But  to  the 
words  "cent"  and  "mil,"  I  have  decided  objection.  It  must  be  remembered 
that  the  change  of  the  coinage  must  be  viewed  as  a  preparation  for  a  complete 
decimal  system.     When  that  complete  decimal  system  is  introduced,  we  shaU 

want 
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want  the  words  "  cent"  and  "  mil,"  together  with  the  word  ^*dime,"  to  express  Mr.  J. De Morgan. 

the  loth,  looth,  and  i,oooth  of  any  unit ;  for  in  a  complete  decimal  system  every-         

thing  must  have  its  loths,  and  looths,  and  i,oooths.  The  words  "tenths,"  '*  hun-  31  May  1853. 
dredths/*  and  **  thousandths/'  are  difficult  to  pronounce,  and  moreover  they 
should  be  monosyllables;  the  words  **dime,"  "cent,"  and  "  mil,"  would  do  very 
well.  If  we  take  up  the  words  "cent  "  and  "  mil "  to  signify  coins,  we  abolish 
the  etj^mological  connexion  with  the  word  "  dime,''  and  we  deprive  ourselves  of 
the  power  of  having  these  general  words  to  run  over  the  whole  system.  More  than 
that,  if  the  words  "  dime,**  and  "  cent,'*  and  "  mil,"  were  introduced  at  last,  as 
they  will  be,  to  denote  the  loth,  100th,  or  i,oooth  of  any  measure,  the  confusion 
that  will  take  place  ou  account  of  having  the  words  "  cent "  and  "  mi! "  appro- 
priated to  coins  will  probably  lead  to  u  j^reat  deal  of  disagreement  and  litigation 
and  fraud.  The  confusion,  for  instance,  between  the  cent  of  a  mile  and  cent  of 
a  pound  would  lead  to  misunderstanding  of  bargains,  if  the  word  '*  cent  '^  were  un- 
alterably attached  to  the  C()iu,  so  that  it  could  not  be  easily  transferred  in  thought. 
I  can  conceive  a  number  of  cases  in  which  contracts  would  be  misunderstood,  and 
in  which  frauds  could  be  practised,  by  the  confusion  that  would  attach  to  the  use 
of  words,  as  soon  as  they  become  moveable  words,  if  they  had  been  previously 
-fixed  words  and  attached  to  coins.     It  would  be  very  easy  to  get  other  names. 

733-  What  other  names  do  you  propose  ? — So  long  as  they  are  mono- 
syllables, it  matters  nothing,  as  to  convenience;  and  antiquity  should  be  con- 
sidered a  little,  I  think.  I  find  that  among  the  nations  of  German  blood  the  very 
small  money  was  anciently  marked  with  a  cross,  and  to  this  day  in  Germany 
there  is  the  kreutzer.  The  farthing  at  the  time  of  the  Reformation  was  marked 
with  a  cross,  and  when  James  I.  recoined  the  farthing  coinage,  he  marked  the 
farthings  with  a  cross,  only  crossing  the  sceptres  of  England  and  Scodand.  I  con- 
sider then  that  the  term  "  cross"  has  something  of  a  classical  claim  to  be  the  name 
of  some  money  of  very  low  denomination,  and  we  all  know  that  the  proverb  "  He 
has  not  a  cross  to  bless  himself  with,"  meant  that  a  man  had  not  one  of  the 
smallest  coins,  for  the  cross  was  then  on  the  farthing. 

734.  Astliose  names  are  perfectly  arbitrary,  it  would  be  very  soon  understood 
that  the  florin  was  the  loth  part  of  a  pound,  and  the  cent  the  loth  part  of  a 
florin,  and  the  dime  the  loth  part  of  a  cent? — No  doubt ;  but  when  we  want  a 
short  term  for  loths,  looths,  or  i.oooths  of  anything,  it  is  not  so  soon  understood 
that  we  have  transferred  our  names  from  the  com.  The  yard  and  the  pound 
avoirdupois  would  each  have  its  cent. 

735.  Lord  Stanley.']  Do  you  imagine  that  there  is  any  practical  confusion  from 
the  pound  being  at  once  a  coin  and  a  weigrht  ? — No  doubt  of  it. 

736.  And  that  inconveniences  arise? — I  have  no  doubt  that  inconveniences  do 
arise. 

737.  What  have  you  to  say  of  the  pound  sterling,  the  pound  avoirdupois  and 
the  pound  troy  ? — They  lead  to  some  amount  of  confusion  in  teaching  arithmetic. 

738.  You  know  the  pound  troy  and  pound  avoirdupois  are  both  weights  ? — No 
doubt. 

739*  Do  you  imagine  that  any  confusion  exists  between  the  pound  sterling  and 
the  pound  avoirdupois? — I  think  so,  occasionally,  in  doing  business,  and  occa- 
sionally in  teaching. 

740.  Chairman.]  Would  it  be  a  great  advantage  if  we  adopted  the  pound 
avoirdupois  universally? — It  would  be  some  advantage,  but  not  perhaps  so 
much  as  is  supposed ;  the  pound  troy  is  restricted  to  a  special  profession,  and  none 
but  gold  and  silver  smiths  know  anything  about  it. 

741.  Lord  Stanley.']  Do  you  see  any  objection  to  retaining  the  name  **  farthing,'* 
considering  that  the  alteration  is  only  i-25th  part? — I  think  it  will  be  retained  by 
the  people,  let  the  Legislature  do  what  it  may. 

742.  Mr.  Kinnaird.]  Would  not  that  be  a  good  reason  for  retaining  it  ? — 
I  would  rather  that  the  Act  of  Parliament  gave  the  option. 

743.  You  see  no  objection  to  keeping  the  fartbing? — Though  the  Legislature 
should  give  it  a  new  name  to  avoid  confusion,  my  own  opinion  is,  that  the  people 
will  term  it "  farthing."  I  think  they  will  not  be  driven  out  of  the  name  of  "  farthing  " 
or  *'  shilling.*' 

744.  Chairman.']  Is  it  desirable  to  abandon  names  which  the  community  are 
familiar  with? — It  is  desirable  to  give  a  new  name  to  a  new  thing;  that  is  not 
changing  the  name  of  anything. 

0.66.  I  3  745.  The 
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Mr.  A.  De  Morgan.       745.  The  habits  of  people  being  fixed,  and  their  notions  of  the  value  of  the  6rf. 

and  the  farthing  being  fixed,  would  not  great  difficulty  be  found  in  bringing  them  to 

31  May  185.3.  fix  the  value  of  a  new  coin  relatively  to  the  old  coin  they  are  parting  with  ? — ^They 
will  know  the  name  which  the  Legislature  gives  it,  and  if  they  find  it  convenient, 
they  will  use  it.  I  think  the  Legislature  ought  to  give  the  option.  Then  I  would 
call  the  cent  a  groat ;  the  term  groat  has  not  always  meant  ^ds  At  one  time 
there  were  groats  of  j^d.  Its  general  meaning  has  been  some  copper  above  i  d* 
and  below  6  d.  Crosses,  groats,  and  florins  would  do  as  well  as  mils,  cents,  and 
florins,  and  would,  what  in  my  opinion  is  a  very  gi-eat  advantage,  preserve 
the  generic  terms  dime,  cent,  and  mil,  to  stand  for  lotb,  looth,  and  i,oootb, 
when  the  full  decimal  system  comes  to  be  established* 

746.  Mr.  Kinnaird.]  Is  there  any  other  name  you  can  suggest? — I  know  of 
no  other  name  of  antiquity.  They  might  be  called  stars.  I  think  it  matters 
very  little  what  monosyllables  are  used. 

747.  Chainnan.]  What  number  of  coins  do  you  think  necessary? — ^I  think 
the  mil  piece,  the  2-mil  piece,  and  the  4-mil  piece  are  indispensable.  We  must 
have  the  correlatives  of  our  farthing,  halfpenny  and  penny.  The  5-mil  must 
come  in  as  half  the  cent,  as  we  cannot  well  avoid  dividing  the  cent  ioto  two 
equal  parts.  The  copper  coins  might  be  tlie  i-mil,  2-mi],  4-miL  and  5*mil 
pieces  ;  and  the  silver  coins  the  i-oent,  s-cent,  4-cent,  and  5-oenl  pieces,  because 
it  is  desirable  to  preserve  the  relation  of  10  as  much  as  pos^sible.  If  you  have  a 
2-mil  piece  you  should  have  a  2^ceot  piece,  that  being  ten  tinies  as  much,  and 
the  5-cent  pieoe  would  be  the  shilling  unaltered.  I  of  course  include  also  the 
florin. 

748.  Would  you  have  distinctly  marked  upon  those  coins  the  number  of  cents 
and  mils? — I  would  have  them  marked  in  mils,  or  whatever  other  term  you  adopt, 
«p  to  the  florin  at  least. 

749.  Would  you  have  the  gold  coin  marked  ? — I  do  not  know  that  it  would 
much  matter  whether  it  were  marked  or  not.  I  think  the  half-florin  should  be 
marked  "one  shilling**  as  well  as  "half-florin,"  and  also  "50  mils;"  in  all, 
three  marks. 

750.  Mr.  Kmnaird.]  Would  not  the  retention  of  the  4-mil  piece>  equkaient 
to  the  present  penny,  impede  in  the  public  mind  the  change  towards  the  decioml 
system  r — I  think  not.  The  great  point  of  the  decimal  system  is  its  use  in  respect 
of  the  money  of  account.  That  use  must  come  downwards  ;  the  merchants  and 
bankers  will  seize  it  immediately,  and  it  will  gradually  come  down  to  the  lower 
tradespeople,  who  will  gradually  learn  to  keep  their  accounts  in  three  columns 
besides  the  pounds.  As  to  the  coins  which  pass  from  hand  to  hand,  we  can  no 
more  be  always  reminded  of  the  decimal  system  by  all  of  them  than  we  are  always 
reminded  of  pounds,  shillings,  and  pence,  by  all  the  present  coins.  I  think  that  in 
the  coins  that  pass  from  hand  to  hand,  it  is  rather  desirable  that  the  lower  orders 
of  people  should  be  reminded  of  their  likeness  to  the  old  coins. 

751.  Chairman.']  Will  there  be  any  difficulty  where  articles  are  sdd  for  such  a 
coin  as  1  d^^  or  will  tl  e  4  per  cent,  be  abandoned  by  the  seller? — The  compe- 
tition amongst  tradesmen  will  soon  regulate  the  quantity  sold  by  the  money  paid 
fiN*  it. 

752.  Without  any  injury  to  buyers  ? — I  think  so. 

753.  One  difliculty  that  strikes  us  is,  the  number  of  Acts  of  Parliament 
fixing  tolls  at  \  d.  and  1  d.  ? — I  think  that  matter  might  be  very  easily  arranged. 
In  the  first  place,  a  great  many  toll-keepers  will  give  up  the  4  per  cent,  by 
which  they  will  gain  popularity  and  increased  custom ;  but,  as  of  course  no 
Act  of  Parliament  must  oblige  them  to  give  up  the  4  per  cent,  the  matter  may  be 
easily  managed  by  allowing  them  an  additional  farthing  for  a  certain  term  of  the 
lease,  and  I  have  prepared  a  Paper  which  will  shaw  how  easily  that  may  be  done. 
When  I  say  '^  easily,^'  I  do  not  of  course  mean  that  such  a  measure  will  pass 
without  annoyance.  People  will  not  like  to  pay  fiye  farthings  instead  of  four  at 
the  toll-bar.  But  speaking  of  it  as  a  legislative  enactment,  I  think  the  change 
might  be  made  with  very  great  facility,  and  would   easily  be  understood.     I  will 


put  in  the  paper  I  have  prepared. 
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BULE  for  the  I>etenmimtioii  of  tlie  Term  during  which  a  Toll  should  be,  in  new 
Farthings^  One  more  than  now  in  old  ones^  in  order  to  compensate  the  Owner  of  the  Tolls 
for  the  reduction  of  the  Farthing  to  the  l^OOOth  of  a  pound. 

[Take  from  a  common  Table  of  Annuities,  at  the  rate  of  interest  prescribed^  the 
years'  purchase  of  the  term  which  the  tolls  have  to  run.  Take  as  many  24th6  of  this  as 
there  are  old  farthings  in  the  tolL  This  is  the  purchase  of  the  term  required.  Find  it, 
or  the  next  underneath,  in  the  table ;  the  number  of  years  in  the  term  is  then  found. 
For  the  fraction  of  a  year,  multiply  the  overplus  by  the  amount  of  one  pound  at  the 
end  of  one  year  more  (or  divide  by  the  corresponding  present  value),  and  allow  a  week 
for  every  T^jyths  in  the  answer.] 

Example. 
Term  30  years. Toll,  One  Penay. Rate,  4  per  C^t. 


ji  May  1853. 


30  years'  annuity         -        r        -        - 
j^ths  or  ^th  of  this      .        .        .        - 
In  table,  purchase  of  three  years  - 

17-292  I 
2-882  i 
2-775 

Overplus 

•107 

Amount  of  £.  1  in  four  years 

1170 
•107 

8190 
1170 

•125190 

Or,  T^^ths  more  than  six  times ;  say  seven  weeks. 
An$wer, — ^Three  years  and  seven  weeks. 

In  this  rule  the  toll-owner  has  an  advantage  on  every  point  on  which  a  question  can  be 
raised.  First.  It  is  presumed  that  he  has  no  opportunity  of  investing  money  till  the  end  of 
the  year  in  which  it  is  received.  Secondly.  He  is  allowed  a  week  for  every  50th  of  a  year 
m  w  broken  year,  imd  a  week  for  any  fraction  of  a  50th  over. 

When  the  Toll  is  in  perpetuity  the  terms  are  as  follows,  at  4  per  cent. 
[N.B. — The  lower  the  rate  of  interest  taken,  Ac  better  for  the  toU-owner.] 


Term  for  whiob  Hie  InoreMed 

Term  for  which  the  Increased 

TOLL. 

Allowance  is  to  be  made. 

-     TOLL. 

Allowance  U  to  be  made. 

Pence. 

Vears. 

fVeekt. 

Peace. 

Fears. 

fVeeh. 

4        -       - 

1 

5 

34          -        - 

19 

45 

J          -         - 

2 

12 

34          -        - 

22 

17 

i        -      - 

3 

21 

3|          -        - 

25 

1 

1 

4 

38 

4 

28 

1 

U        -       • 

5 

48 

4i         -        - 

31 

22 

ij        -       - 

7 

17 

4i          -        - 

35 

18 

l|        -       . 

8 

40 

4i        .       - 

40 

0 

2 

10 

18 

5 

45 

35 

2i          -        - 

11 

50 

5i          .        - 

53 

1 

2J          -        - 

13 

38 

5J          -        - 

63 

18 

2j          -        - 

15 

32 

5i         -        - 

81 

2 

3 

17 

34 

6            -        . 

1 

Perpe 

ttual. 

AVTiere  the  toll  is  above  an  exact  number  of  sixpences  or  shillings,  only  the  excess  is  to  be 
taken.     Thus  a  toll  of  1  s.  4rf.  has  the  allowance  made  on  the  4  d,  only,  since  there  will  be  a 
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Mr.  A.  De  Morgan,  coin  exactly  equal  to  one  shilling.    Accordingly,  the  new  toll  of  50  +  17,  or  67  new  farthings 
or  mils  will  be  due  for  28  years  one  week. 

31  May  1853.  ^^  ^  tsiA^  might  easily  be  arranged  which  would  show  a  toll  to  any  number  of  farthings,, 

under  6  d.y  for  any  number  of  years,  as  far  as  it  is  worth  while  to  carry  it. 

754.  So  that  toll-keepers  would  be  neither  gainers  nor  losers? — If  that  system 
were  adopted,  the  toll-keeper  would  be  rather  a  gainer  than  a  loser. 

754.*  Suppose  he  were  to  take  5  mils  for  a  given  period  to  produce  him  100/., 
that,  invested  in  an  annuity,  would  produce  4  percent,  for  ever,  and  then  he  could 
afford  to  take  4  mils  ? — He  might  take  an  additional  mil  for  the  time  marked 
out,  which  additional  mil  would  be  equivalent  to  the  alteration  of  4  per  cent,  in 
the  copper  for  ever. 

755.  Do  you  apprehend  that  there  would  be  any  great  difficulty  with  the 
humbler  classes  in  falling  into  this  system,  provided  that  they  found  they  were  to 
receive  25  farthings  for  6rf.  instead  of  24?— I  do  not  think  there  would  be 
any  very  great  difficulty. 

756.  You  would  be  giving  them  what  would  be  called  five  pence  for  6rf.? — 
No;  five  coins  with  a  new  name;  they  would  get  into  the  habit  of  reducing  every 
thing  to  farthings,  which  is  just  what  we  want.  The  rule  would  be,  that  as  the 
mil  is  as  near  as  possible  to  the  farthing,  the  6d.^  which  is  24  farthings,  would 
be  25  mils.  They  are  much  more  accustomed  to  reckon  in  farthings  than  the 
class  of  people  above  them. 

757.  Do  you  think  that  we  give  the  lower  class  sufficient  credit  for  sagacity  to 
find  that  out? — I  do  not  think  that  sufficient  credit  is  given  to  them  by  men  of 
science.  The  English  have  always  shown  a  jjreater  aptitude  for  arith noetic  than 
our  neighbours  the  French.  I  can,  from  considerable  examination  of  the  works  oa 
arithmetic,  running  over  the  last  three  centuries,  state  that  the  English  have 
generally  more  capacity  for  commercial  arithmetic  than  their  neighbours. 

758.  Mr.  Kimiaird.]  Are  those  works  of  modern  date? — Works  from  the  16th 
century  downwards. 

759.  Do  you  consider  that  equally  applicable  to  modern  times  r — I  think  it  is 
as  applicable  to  our  own  as  to  any  time.  I  think  the  English  have  seized  the 
decimal  notion  better  than  their  neighbours.  In  our  country  the  reckoning  has 
always  been  by  a  per-centage,  but  the  French  first  expressed  interest  as  denier 
cinq,  denier  quiuze,  &c.,  and  that  is  a  mode  of  reckoning  which  has  never  gained 
ground  in  England. 

760.  Chairman.]  What  do  you  think  would  be  the  gain  in  lal)Our,  upon  the 
whole  system  of  our  accounts  and  transactions,  balancing  the  gain  against  the 
inconvenience? — ^I  am  of  opinion  that  considerably  more  than  half  the  trouble  of 
money  calculutions  would  be  saved.  An  advantage  connected  with  that  would 
be,  that  the  school  arithmetic  would  make  boys  ready  in  business,  which  they  are 
not  now ;  for  with  their  imperfect  learning  of  the  decimal  system,  and  their 
halting  between  two  systems,  most  men  of  business  will  tell  you  that  boys  do  not 
come  from  school  very  well  prepared  in  business  arithmetic.  1  have  heard  of  a 
banker  who,  when  asked  what  a  boy  who  was  to  enter  his  bank  should  do  at 
school  to  prepare  himself  in  arithmetic,  answered,  "For  goodness  sake  let  him  do 
nothing,  don't  trouble  yourself  about  him,  and  when  he  comes  to  us  we  will  teach 
him  what  he  has  to  do.  If  he  can  add  up  pounds,  shillings,  and  pence,  that  is  the 
onlj'  thing  we  can  hope  for  from  school-teaching." 

761.  Assuming  that  without  any  great  difficulty  on  the  part  of  the  Govern- 
ment they  could  make  their  calculations  for  Custom-house  duties  in  100  lbs. 
instead  of  112  lbs.  weight,  would  not  that  facilitate  very  much  the  collection  of 
the  revenue? — It  would  facilitate  very  umch  the  calculations  connected  with  the 
revenue,  and  it  would  facilitate  the  means  of  people  to  ascertain  that  they  were 
accurately  done.  At  present  persons  who  ought  not  to  be  obliged  to  rely  on 
others  are  compelled  to  do  so ;  and  I  suspect  that  a  great  many  of  the  highest 
merchants  of  London  are  driven  to  a  total  reliance  on  their  clerks  in  most  matters 
passing  through  the  Custom-house. 

762.  Mr.  J.  B.  Smith.]  Do  you  think  it  would  be  desirable  to  adopt  a  decimal 
ifystem  of  weights  and  measures  ? — I  think  it  would  be  desirable  to  com|)lete  the 
system ;  and  I  say  that,  because  I  am  aware  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  many  men 
that  the  decimal  system  should  only  be  introduced  combined  with  a  system  of 
binary  division.  Although  I  admit  that  binary  division  is  more  easy,  I  think  that 
the  supposition  that  that  binary  division  is  always  to  last  presumes  an  amount  of 
Ignorance  that  is  not  to  last.     I  think  that  education  within  the  next  dozen  years 
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will  put  people  in  a  position  to  use  a  perfect  decimal  system,  so  as  to  avail  them-  Mr,  A.DeMorgam^ 
selves  of  all  its  advantages. 

763.  You  would  consider  a  system  of  decimal  coinage  very  incomplete  without      3^  ^^^  ^®^^' 
the  adoption  of  a  system  of  decimal  weights  and  measures  ? — It  would  be  incom- 
plete ;    not  very  incomplete,  because  a  great  majority  of  calculations  in  which 

concrete  quantities  are  used  relate  to  money ;  so  that  the  decimal  coinage  would  be 
a  much  larger  proportion  of  a  complete  decimal  system  than  any  one  would  suppose. 

764.  Would  you  recommend  the  adoption  of  a  decimal  system  of  weights  and 
measures  simultaneously  with  the  adoption  of  the  decimal  coinage  ? — Certainly 
not ;  I  would  recommend  that  the  system  should  be  learnt  upon  the  coinage,  and 
I  should  hope  that  in  a  few  years  the  advantages  resulting  from  the  one  would 
lead  to  an  outcry  on  the  part  of  the  people  for  the  adoption  of  the  other. 

765.  You  would  adopt  the  system  of  decimal  coinage  first? — I  certainly 
would,  leaving  the  other  for  a  future  period. 

766.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  desirable,  if  it  were  possible  to  accomplish  it, 
that  an  universal  system  of  weights  and  measures  should  be  adopted  by  the  civilised 
countries  of  the  world? — It  would  of  course  have  its  advantages,  but  I  doubt 
whether  they  would  balance  in  the  different  countries  the  disadvantages  that 
would  arise  from  an  alteration  in  the  great  units  of  account ;  such  as  an  altera- 
tion in  the  pound  sterling,  or  the  pound  avoirdupois,  or  the  yard,  or  the  foot. 
Matters  of  business  which  take  place  between  one  country  and  another  are 
generally  managed  by  very  few  people,  and  those  of  the  better  order  of  arithmeti- 
cians. It  would  matter  very  little,  if  our  pound  avoirdupois  were  decimally 
divided,  and  the  French  kilogranime  were  decimally  divided.  There  would  be 
an  advantage  in  a  perfectly  common  system  of  weights  and  measures,  but  I  very 
much  doubt  whether  the  convenience  of  the  change  as  between  the  several 
countries  would  balance  the  internal  inconvenience  that  would  arise. 

767.  At  present,  when  a  merchant  receives  a  price  current  of  foreign  commodi- 
ties, he  has  first  of  all  to  convert  the  foreign  weights  and  measures  into  English 
weights  and  measures  ? — Yes. 

768.  And  then  to  convert  the  foreign  money  into  English,  before  he  can  ascer- 
tain the  costs  of  those  commodities  in  England ;  now  suppose  that  a  universal 
system  of  weights  and  measures  were  adopted,  would  not  that  process  be  very 
considerably  shortened? — No  doubt  it  would;  and  you  have  named  the  great 
advantage  of  the  use  of  a  common  system  t)etween  all  countries.  But  in  the  first 
place,  if  both  countries  had  decimal  subdivisions,  the  merchant  might  avail  himself 
of  tables  by  which  that  could  be  done  with  great  rapidity.  It  would  cost  him 
very  little  time  or  trouble. 

769.  If  it  were  possible  to  dispense  with  the  tables,  would  it  not  be  an  advan- 
tage?— 1  have  said  that  there  is  no  doubt  it  would. 

770.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  French  system  of  decimal  weights  and 
measures  ? — ^The  system  now  is  purely  decimal. 

771 .  Is  it  a  good  system  ? — No  doubt ;  there  are  not  two  pure  decimal  systems. 

772.  Are  you  aware  that  the  French  system  is  now  adopted  by  many  countries 
in  Europe  ? — I  am  aware  of  it. 

773.  If  it  were  practicable,  do  you  think  it  desirable  to  induce  the  different 
nations  of  the  world  to  adopt  the  French  system  of  weights  and  measures  ? — I  think 
it  desirable  to  induce  them  to  adopt  the  decimal  system,  that  is,  the  division 
of  everything  into  loths^  looths,  and  i,oooths;  but  I  am  not  so  clear  about 
inducing  them  to  adopt  the  French  weights  and  njeasures.  That  must  depend 
upon  circumstances. 

774.  Do  you  suppose  that  we  should  find  greater  difficulty  in  adopting  the 
French  systeoi  in  our  country  than  has  been  found  in  those  countries  which  already 
make  usi;  of  it? — On  that  1  am  not  prepared  to  speak,  but  I  do  know  that  it  would 
be  a  very  great  trouble  in  our  country,  and  I  think  not  balanced  by  sufficient 
advantages. 

775.  All  changes  of  this  kind  must,  I  presume,  be  attended  with  considerable 
trouble  ?— Yes. 

776.  Must  we  not  anticipate,  in  any  systeu)  we  may  adopt,  temporary  incon- 
venience?— Yes;  I  have  my  doubts  whether  such  a  system  would  last,  because 
the  coinage  and  matters  of  account  vary  a  little  with  time.  As  to  the  coinage,  I 
think  the  deteriorations  which  have  taken  place  may  go  on.  Supposing  we 
were  to  adopt  the  Fiench  coinage,  a  deterioration  in  the  French  coinage  would 
put  us  all  out  again. 
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\k.  A.  Oe  Morgan.  'j^'j^  jg  there  not  more  difficulty  in  a  universal  system  of  coina;»e  than  a 
^  universal  system  of  weights  and  measures;  inasmuch  as  in  some  countries  they 
^1  ay  1853,  measure  the  value  of  commodities  by  gold  and  in  others  by  silver? — ^That  makes 
an  additional  difficulty  with  regard  to  the  coinage.  With  regard  to  weights  and 
measures,  there  is  no  permanent  difficulty  in  introducing  a  new  system.  But 
though  the  system  be  introduced,  this  disadvantage  remains.  We  put  ourselves 
out  of  connexion  with  the  whole  of  our  history,  and  we  alter  the  foot,  the  mile, 
and  the  acre.  I  perfectly  agree  with  the  Commissioners,  who  reported  that  it 
would  be  a  matter  of  absolute  impracticability  to  alter  the  land-chain,  in  which 
all  calculations  have  been  made,  the  adjustment  of  tithes  and  land-tax,  and  so  on. 

778.  Are  you  not  aware  that  the  acre  diffisrs  in  different  counties  ? — Yes  ;  but 
the  legal  acre  is  one  and  the  same,  and  all  acres  are  measured  in  chains.  Sur- 
veyors make  all  their  calculations  in  the  same  acre,  and  all  results  are  so  arrived 
at.  The  Commissioners  went  fully  into  that,  and  were  unanimously  of  opinion 
that  it  should  not  be  altered. 

779.  Chairman.']  Do  all  deeds  express  the  legal  acre?' — I  understand  they  do. 

780.  Mr.  Hamilton.']  Are  you  aware,  that  not  many  years  ago  a  change  was 
made  by  Act  of  Parliament  with  regard  to  the  Irish  acre  ? — I  know  that  a 
change  was  made,  but  of  the  effects  of  it  I  am  not  aware. 

78 1 .  Mr.  J.  B.  Smith.]  Have  you  ever  turned  your  attention  to  a  different  use  of 
the  pound  sterling  ? — I  have  heard  of  it,  and  I  am  decidedly  against  altering  iL 

782.  If  a  unit  could  be  devised,  which  would  render  the  keeping  of  accounts 
more  easy  than  the  adoption  of  the  pound  sterling,  would  you  think  that  desirable  f 
— I  cannot  imagine  a  unit  instead  of  the  pound  which  would  make  accounts  more 
easy. 

783.  Supposing  you  were  to  adopt  the  unit  of  10*.,  and  divide  it  into  1,000 
parts,  would  that  afford  a  greater  facility  in  keeping  accounts? — Neither  more  nor 
jess.     Arithmetically  speaking,  it  is  a  matter  of  no  consequence. 

784.  Our  present  accounts  being  kept  in  pounds,  shillings,  pence  and  farthings, 
would  it  not  be  an  advantage  if  we  could  still  keep  our  accounts  in  pounds,  shil- 
lings, pence  and  mils  ? — The  suggestion  being  to  retain  the  lo^.  as  our  principal 
coin  of  account,  to  be  divided  into  1,000  parts,  the  loth  part  being  1  ^.,  the  advan- 
tage is,  that  we  keep  a  well-known  coin,  the  shilling,  as  one  of  our  great  coins  of 
account,  but  the  disadvantage  I  have  spoken  of  before,  viz.,  the  destruction  of  all 
our  associations  connected  with  the  pound,  and  the  alteration  in  a  coin  which  is 
known  all  over  the  world. 

785.  The  adoption  of  the  unit  of  10^.  woald  make  that  the  money  of  account  r 
—Yes. 

786.  The  pound  was  only  a  money  of  account,  I  believe,  till  recently? — The 
pound  was  only  a  money  of  account.  Coins  of  20  s.  have  circulated  from  time 
immemorial.     It  is  true  that  with  the  exception  of  the  1  /.  note,  there  was  for  a 

.long  time  nothing  to  represent  the  pound ;  but  still  the  pound  sterling  has  been 
the  money  of  account  for  a  long  time,  and  all  our  associations  with  reference  to 
the  magnitude  of  sums  are  connected  with  the  pound  sterling. 

787.  You  have  no  other  objection  but  the  prestige  which  you  think  sticks  to 
the  pound  sterling  ? — That  prestige  I  described  as  containing  moral,  political  and 
social  associations.  I  think  it  of  some  importance  to  preserve  those,  and  also  to 
keep  up  our  connexion  with  ail  our  old  historical  writings.  If  we  were  to  call 
the  lotf.  by  ihe  name  of  1/.,  we  should  have  to  learn  to  think  of  200  ^  in  the 
manner  we  now  think  of  lOoZ.  That  is  a  disadvantage  that  I  would  not  face, 
unless  I  saw  some  great  countervailing  advantages. 

788.  How  would  you  write  135.  6 fl^.  according  to  the  system  you  adopt? — 
Six  hundred  and  seventy-five  mils,  or  6  florins,  7  cents,  5  mils. 

789.  How  would  you  write  it,  supposing  you  adopted  the  105.  as  the  unit? — 
If  you  adopt  that  as  the  principal  money  of  account,  you  must  make  it  twice  as 
much,  or  £.  i'35. 

790.  Is  it  not  more  easy  to  say  1,350  for  1 3  s.  and  6  d.  ? — It  is  just  as  easy  to 
say  -675. 

791.  Would  not  6.  7.  5.  involve  a  calculation  in  the  mind  as  to  what  it  had  to 
do  with  136-.  6d.t — There  would  be  coins  to  represent  every  one  of  these;  the 
connexion  hctueen  the  old  and  new  system  is  but  transitory,  except  for  historicat 
matters.  It  is  supposed,  when  we  introduce  a  new  decimal  system,  as  now  prt^- 
posed,  that  we  introduce  as  coins  the  florin,  the  cent,  and  the  mil;  so  that  with 
the  figures  6.  7.  5.  people  will  learn  to  associate  6  florins,  7  cents,  and  5  mils. 

792.  The  bulk  of  the  transactions  of  this  country  taking  place  between  the 

lower 
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lower  classes  of  society,  would  it  not  be  more  easy  for  them  to  retain  the  pounds,  Mr.  A.  de  Morgan. 

shillmgs,  and  pence,   than  to  adopt  the  system  of  pounds,  florins,  cents,   and 

mils  ? — It  M  ould  be  a  little  more  easy  for  the  reasons  you  have  given  ?  but  there      31  May  1853, 

are  two  things  to  be  balanced,  the  convenience  of  the  higher  commercial  classes, 

and  the  convenience  of  the  lower  classes. 

793.  What  inconvenience  would  it  be  to  the  higher  classes  ? — I  think  that  the 
alteration  of  tl^e  pound  throughout  the  world  would  be  a  very  inconvenient  thing 
ID  commerce. 

794.  Supposing  you  had  to  express  200/.  5^.  od.  of  our  present  money? — ^That 
would  be  400  of  the  io.v.  coins  and  55. 

795.  That  is  400  decimal  pounds  and  55.  making  200/.  sterling  and  55.  ? — 
Yes ;  arithmetically  speaking  I  have  said,  again  and  again,  that  I  think  it  is  of  no 
consequence  to  the  higher  classes.  I  think  it  of  consequence  to  them  in  iheir 
commercial  relations  with  foreign  countries,  but  I  think  it  of  more  consequence  to 
preserve  those  associations  of  which  I  have  spoken. 

796.  The  only  change  being  that  you  would  have  to  double  it  ? — ^Yes. 

797.  Do  you  think  that  the  disadvantages  of  dispensing  with  the  pound  sterling 
would  more  than  counterbalance  the  advantage  of  retaining  the  present  shillings 
and  pence  ? — Decidedly  ;  moreover,  the  present  system  of  shillings  and  pence  could 
not  be  retained,  because  the  penny  would  become  one-tenth  part  of  one  shilling. 

798.  Would  this  not  be  another  advantage ;  we  will  suppose  that  a  working 
man  goes  to  a  shop  to  buy  a  quarter  of  a  pound  of  an  article  sold  at  i  $.  per  lb., 
what  would  he  have  to  pay  for  it  on  your  plan? — ^The  \s.  is  50  mils,  and  there- 
fore he  would  have  to  pay  I2i  miht;  but  prices  would  adjust  themselves  in  such 
a  way  that  the  half  mil  would  not  be  wanted,  and  it  must  be  noticed  that  it  is  rather 
an  objection  to  the  use  of  the  10^.  as  a  principal  coin,  that  it  would  bring  into  use 
the  halt  farthing,  which  is  found  to  be  practically  useless.  The  public  has  always 
had  half  farthings  to  make  use  of,  but  people  do  not  avail  themselves  of  that  coin. 
A  very  small  coin  that  is  not  wanted  would  be  a  great  disadvantage. 

799.  You  f)ropo8e  to  issue  a  coin  of  the  value  of  half  a  florin  ? — Yes. 

800.  In  that  case,  if  a  person  bought  a  quarter  of  a  pound  of  an  article,  of  the 
value  of  half  florin,  he  would  have  to  pay  I2i  mils? — Yes. 

801.  But  inasu)uch  as  there  is  no  coin  representing  12}  mils,  he  would  have  to 
pay  in  reality  13  mils? — He  Mould  have  to  pay  12  or  13,  as  he  and  the  seller 
should  agree. 

802.  Would  the  seller  be  likely  to  take  half  a  mil  less  than  the  value  of  the 
article,  or  to  charge  the  party  half  a  mil  more  ? — That  would  depend  upon  whether 
he  wanted  to  keep  the  custom  of  the  particular  purchaser  or  not. 

803.  What  is  the  usual  practice  with  the  shopkeeper  when  an  article  comes  to 
the  fraction  of  a  farthing ;  does  he  take  the  farthing,  or  charge  a  halfpenny  ? — 
I  am  not  conversant  with  that. 

804.  Are  you  aware  that  where  a  shopkeeper  sells  an  article  which  comes  to 
Jess  than  a  farthing,  he  charges  a  farthing? — I  have  no  doubt  that  he  often  does. 

805.  Taking  the  case  of  a  person  spending  is.m  purchasing  at  four  different 
times,  he  would  in  reality  have  to  pay  52  mils? — Yes. 

806.  In  that  case,  in  spending  1^.,  he  loses  }  d.  ? — ^Yes. 

807.  Supposing  you  were  to  adopt  the  10^.  as  a  unit,  what  would  be  his  loss 
then  ? — His  loss  thtn  would  of  course  be  sumller. 

808.  It  would  be  nothing  at  all,  would  it  r — That  is  because  the  1  s.  happens 
to  be  divisible.  That  difficulty  will  arise  as  long  as  the  coinage  continues  decimal^ 
and  other  things  are  not  decimal.  But  then  we  are  looking  forward  in  a  little 
while  to  a  moie  complete  introduction  of  the  decimal  system,  in  which  1^.  per  lb. 
will  be  1  (/.,  or  some  new  coin  for  1-1  oth  lb. 

809.  Chairman.]  Would  not  that  be  remedied  by  the  quantity  of  goods  sold 
being  adjusted  to  the  money  received? — No  doubt  that  would  be  so. 

810.  Are  you  aware  that  within  our  recollection  the  United  States  have  changed 
the  gold  coinage  three  times ;  that  in  the  first  instance  they  called  the  pound  sterling 
4  dollars  44  cents ;  at  a  subsequent  period,  raised  it  to  4  dollars  and  I  think 
about  67  cents,  and  that  it  is  now  received  at  the  banks  as  4  dollars  84  cents  ;  that 
at  this  momeiit  they  are  deteriorating  the  silver  7  per  cent. ;  and  that,  consequently, 
if  we  were  to  adjust  the  coins  of  the  world  to  the  same  quantity  of  fine  gold  or 
silver,  there  would  be  no  certainty  of  their  remaining  so  adjusted  for  any  length  of 
time  ? — 1  think  ibeie  would  not  be  any  very  great  security  for  it.  Weights  and 
measures  roiji^ht  aflbrd  rather  more  security,  but  I  am  not  sure  that  the  security, 

0.06.  K  2  eveu^  ^ 
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Mr.  A.  de Morgan,  even  as  to  their  continuing  so,  is  perfect;  we  know  they  have  varied.     We  know 

the  foot  was  originally  the  Roman  foot ;  look  at  what  the  foot  is  now  over  all  the 

31  May  1853.     nations  of  Europe, 

81 1.  With  a  view  of  facilitating  the  introduction  of  the  decimal  system,  are 
you  of  opinion,  that  if  the  Parliament  passed  an  Act  declaring  the  intention  to 
adopt  it  as  soon  as  Her  Mnjesty  was  pleased  to  issdC  the  new  coins,  it  would 
have  the  effect  of  inducing  teachers  to  instruct  the  rising  generation  in  what  was 
about  to  take  place? — No  doubt;  there  is  not  a  single  arithmetical  book  now  pub- 
lished but  would  have  a  supplement  added  to  it  containing  the  decimal  system. 

812.  Mr.  Hamilton.']  At  present  the  instruction  in  decimals  at  schools  is 
ujerely  theoretical,  I  believe? — At  present  the  instruction  given  in  decimals  at 
schools  hardly  deserves  the  name  of  theoretical.  It  is  hardly  of  sufficient  appli- 
cation to  enable  the  student  to  see  the  bearing  of  it,  so  that  he  does  not  get 
theoretical  or  practical  instiiiction. 

813.  It  is  an  abstract  study? — It  is;  and  is  not  sufficiently  understood. 

814.  It  would  become  better  understood  probably? — No  doubt. 

815.  So  far  as  regards  the  instruction  to  young  people,  it  might  be  expected, 
if  the  decimal  system  were  introduced,  that  it  would  soon  become  a  known 
study  in  schools  ? — Undoubtedly. 

816.  Mr.  J.  B.  Smith.]  I  presume  it  would  not  be  possible  to  introduce  an 
universal  coinage,  unless  you  also  adopt  an  universal  standard  of  value? — 
Nations  must  take  the  same  standard  of  gold  or  silver,  for  it  is  impossible,  with 
the  mutations  of  the  relative  prices  of  the  two  metals,  that  any  double  standard  can 
remain  fixed. 

817.  I  believe  that  the  circumstance  of  the  United  States  having  altered  their 
standard  arises  from  the  fact  of  their  having  adopted  two  standards,  silver  and 
jjold  ? — ^They  have  had  two  standards.  But  the  same  thing  is  taking  place  now  in 
other  countries,  owing  to  the  increased  quantity  of  gold,  that  took  place  in 
America.  Gold  is  much  more  introduced  in  France  and  other  countries  than  it 
was  10  years  ago. 

818.  The  standard  of  France  is  silver  ? — It  is. 

819.  In  the  United  States  it  is  both  silver  and  gold  ? — Yes. 

820.  Does  it  noi  follow,  therefore,  that  whenever  gold  is  cheaper  than  silver^ 
there  is  an  inconvenience  felt  from  the  exportation  of  silver  ? — Unquestionably. 

82 ! .  And  that  that  inconvenience  having  been  felt  in  the  United  States  by  the 
depreciation  in  value  of  gold,  they  have  been  obliged,  in  order  to  retain  their 
silver,  to  coin  their  small  pieces  of  silver  into  coins  of  a  nominal  value  ? — Yes. 
1  understand  that  to  have  been  the  case ;  and,  undoubtedly,  where  there  are  two 
standards  in  a  country  there  would  be  a  constant  fluctuation.  There  can  be  no 
universal  coinage,  unless  there  is  a  universal  standard;  there  cannot  be  two 
standards. 

822.  Chairman.]  Have  you  anything  further  to  remark  ? — I  have  two  or  three 
observations  to  make-  I  should  say  that  the  present  system  prevents  people  from 
learning  the  comujon  decimal  arithmetic,  their  attention  being  too  early  called  off 
to  the  subdivisions  of  the  pound,  or  the  acre,  or  the  yard.  I  have  seen  a  man  of 
business,  acute  enough  and  of  good  understanding,  multiply  by  10,  not  by  affixing 
a  cipiier,  but  using  the  multiplication  table  with  each  figure,  and  carrying 
in  the  usual  way.  I  have  no  doubt  that  many  persons  are  no  better  acquainted 
with  decimal  arithmetic.  I  will  speak  now  of  another  advantage  of  decimal 
coinage  in  a  matter  relating  to  mental  arithmetic.  We  have  two  different  systems 
of  estimating  proportions  in  business,  per-centage  and  poundage.  A  bankrupt's 
dividend  is  always  reckoned  by  so  much  in  the  pound  sterling ;  for  instance, 
5  s.  7|rf.  in  the  pound.  Profits  in  general  are  reckoned  by  per-centage.  Now  it 
is  a  matter  of  great  obstruction  to  business  that  it  is  not  very  easy  to  reduce  one 
of  those  into  the  other.  Ask  any  one  to  tell  you  how  much  5  s.  7|rf.  is  per  cent., 
and  he  will  content  himself  with  a  rough  estimate  that  5  s.  is  25  per  cent.,  and 
ihat  6d.  is  2  J  per  cent.  There  he  will  stop,  not  able  to  reckon  the  odd  i|rf. 
The  present  system  makes  a  great  many  of  ttie  rules  in  books  useless  to  mo<t  of 
those  who  learn  them.  Every  trade  has  its  own  system  of  arithmetic ;  and  there 
arc  tricks  of  arithmetic  in  all  trades  that  are  not  known  in  other  trades,  and  which 
they  are  obliged  to  invent  for  themselves.  If  a  butcher's  boy  is  calculating  the  price 
of  a  pound  of  meat,  whh  the  division  of  farthings  and  ounces,  you  will  find  him  do 
that  which  a  banker's  clerk  could  not  do,  if  his  life  depended  upon  it.    This  makes  a 
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diflference  of  system  and  arithmetic  between  different  classes  of  the  community.  **'•  ^'  *  ^^Q^n 
Most  persons  are  not  quick  at  arithmetic,  in  business,  in  any  but  their  own  particular       ~ri       T 
matters.     With  regard  to  the  difficulty  of  introducing  new  coins,  I  will  merely      ^^     ^^  ^^^* 
state  what  was  the  fact  in  England  at  the  time  of  the  Restoration  :  the  number 
of  gold  and  silver  coins  actually  in  the  country,  and  passing  from  hand  to  hand, 
was  very  considerable.     There  were  59  gold  coins  of  different  value,  which  were 
not  related   to   one  another,    but   passing   at  various   values,   from  2^.  grf.  to 
1  /.  165.4^. 

823.  Were  they  all  English  coins : — ^They  were  nearly  all  English,  but  were 
passing  from  hand  to  hand,  and  were  all,  by  proclamation,  raised  in  value  at  one 
time;  the  2^.  c^d.  was  raised  to  2$.  i\  d.  It  is  not  recorded  that  there  was  any 
very  great  inconvenience  arising  from  it. 

824.  Mr.  Hamilton.']  Then  our  coinage  for  many  years  has  been  in  a  state  of 
transition  from  time  to  time  ? — For  the  last  half  century  it  has  been  tolerably 
well  fixed.  The  Spanish  dollar,  I  think,  was  current  at  one  time  during  the 
war.  I  have  heard  old  people  speak  of  the  Spanish  dollars,  and  say  they  found 
no  inconvenience  in  reckoning  with  them. 

825.  Chairman.']  Did  it  not  pass  as  a  5^.  token?— I  am  not  sure  as  to  all 
^'me.     At  one  time  it  did  not  pass  for  the  full  5  s. 

826.  Mr.  Hamilton.]  Do  you  infer  from  that  that  the  transition  to  a  decimal 
system  might  lake  place  without  much  inconvenience? — I  think  so. 

827.  Mr.  J.  B.  Smith.]  Are  you  aware  that  in  France  they  have  divided  ihe 
coin  into  centimes  ? — Yes. 

828.  Less  than  our  farthings?— Yes. 

829.  Do  you  think  there  <iould  be  any  advantage  in  coininj:  anything  less  than 
a  farthing } — I  think  not ;  the  half-farthing  is  coined  and  ready  for  use,  but  is 
not  applied  for. 

830.  Are  you  aware  that  it  is  very  much  to  the  interest  of  grocers,  and  other 
shop-keepers  who  deal  in  small  fractions,  not  to  introduce  half*farthings,  inasmuch 
as  they  give  persons,  instead  of  the  half-farthing,  some  commodity  ? — I  am  aware 
of  that. 

831.  So  long  as  that  is  the  case,  do  you  think  that  half-farthings  are  likely  to 
come  into  use  ? — That  will  be  an  obstacle  to  their  coming  into  use ;  but  I  think 
that  if  there  were  a  general  demand  for  them  they  would  be  applied  for. 

832.  Where  are  they  ready  ? — At  the  Mint.  They  have  existed  in  this 
country  for  the  last  20  years. 

833.  Inasmuch  as  it  is  not  the  interest  of  anybody  but  llie  working  classes  to 
^et  them  into  circulation,  are  they  not  likely  to  remain  at  the  Mint?— It  appears 
that  they  do  remain  at  the  Mint.  If  the  half-mil  were  coined,  there  would  pro- 
bably be  the  same  disposition  among  the  small  shopkeepers. 

834.  Are  you  aware  that  centimes  are  very  scarce  ? — I  think  they  were  only 
coined  for  special  occasions.  I  have  paid  the  centime  as  a  toll  at  a  bridge,  but  it 
was  suggested  to  me  by  a  friend  of  mine,  that  probably  the  Mint  was  at  one  end 
of  the  bridge,  and  the  Bank  ac  the  other. 

835.  You  are  probably  aware  that  in  France  it  is  equally  the  interest  of  shop- 
keeper to  abolish  the  small  coins  ?— It  is,  or  they  think  so. 

836.  Are  you  aware  that  where  the  working  classes  have  small  fractions  to 
receive,  it  is  the  custom  to  give  them  pipes  of  tobacco?— I  am  aware  that  such  is 
the  practice. 

837.  Do  you  think  that  a  good  practice?— I  do  not;  but  if  the  Mint  coins 
the  small  pieces,  and  people  will  not  take  them,  that  cannot  be  remedied  by  any 
legislative  enactment ;  it  must  be  done  in  some  other  way. 

Thomas  Emerson  Headlam,  Esq.,  m.  p.,  Examined. 

838.  Chairman.]  I  believe  you  are  desirous  of  stating  to  us  the  view  you  T.E.Headlam, 
take  of  the  advantages  and  disadvantages  of  decimalising  our  coinaj^e,  and  the  Esq.,  m.p* 

mode  in  which  you  think  it  can  best  be  carried  out? — I  have  taken  an  interest         • 

in  this  subject  for  some  time ;  more  perhaps  formerly,  when  I  was  in  the  habit  of 

attending  to  mathematical  questions,  than  recently.  When  the  report  of  the  Com- 
missioners was  made  upon  weights  and  measures,  I  considered  the  subject.  Before 
Dr.  Bowring  persuaded  the  Government  to  coin  the  2^.  pieces,  although  I  was  not 
then  a  Member  of  the  House,  I  expressed  to  him  my  opinion  that  the  introduction 
of  that  coin  would  be  rather  an  inconvenience  than  the  contrary,  in  the  introduction^^  ^ 
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T.  E.  Heffdlam,    of  the  decimal  system.     I  am  aware  that  I  differ  in  opinion  with  several  geutlemen 
£6q,M.p.        of  high  character  and  of  scientific  attainments  who  have  given  evidence  before 

tills  Committee,  and  therefore  I  state  ray  own  opinion  with  diffidence;  but  entertain- 

31  May  1853.  jj^g  g^  decided  objection  to  the  scheme  they  propose,  I  wish  to  state  clearly  to  ilie 
Committee  the  ground  upon  which  1  entertain  that  opinion.  In  the  first  place, 
I  may  state  that  I  feel  as  stroujg^ly  as  any  gentleman  can  do  the  great 
advantages  to  the  country  that  would  result  from  the  introduction  of  a 
decimal  coinage.  With  respect  to  the  carrying  on  of  accounts,  I  do  not  think 
it  possible  to  exaggerate  the  additional  facilities  that  would  be  given ;  the 
additional  clearness  that  would  be  obtained ;  the  saving  of  labour  that  would 
necessarily  follow  from  the  change.  I  may  also  mention  that  I  think  it  quite  clear 
that  the  decimal  system  will  be  more  and  more  adopted  in  other  countries,  both 
with  respect  to  coinage,  and  also  with  respect  to  weights  and  measures.  When 
it  is  once  adopted  in  any  country,  it  seems  to  nie  certain  that  it  will  always 
remain  in  use  in  that  country.  As  the  decimal  system  is  more  and  more  adopted 
in  the  world,  it  will  be  more  and  more  desirable  that  this  country  should  have 
the  same  system  as  that  which  will  prevail  elsewhere.  Tliis  reasoning  applies 
both  to  coinage,  and  also  to  weights  and  measures.  If  the  decimal  system  were 
used  with  respect  to  our  coinage,  I  believe  the  coinage  of  England  would  be 
known  and  used  very  generally  throughout  Europe,  in  America,  and  in  all  our 
colonies. 

Entertaining  this  strong  opinion  in  favour  of  a  decimal  cpinage,  I  regret  to  say 
that  my  clear  conviction  is,  that  the  proposed  scheme  is  impracticable. 

In  the  first  instance,  I  will  explain  why  it  could  not  be  adopted.  To  state  it 
*  abstractedly,  the  reason  why  this  scheme  could  not  be  carried  into  effect  is  this : 
that  the  new  small  coins  proposed  to  be  introduced  are  not  commensurable  with 
the  existing  small  coins ;  that  is  to  say,  the  smaller  coins  which  it  is  proposed  to 
circulate  could  not  be  used  for  the  paynient  of  any  contract  or  any  engagement 
entered  into  in  the  existing  coinage.  I  consider  it  perfectly  essential  that  any 
new  coins  to  be  issued  in  this  country  should  be  interchangeable  with  those  now 
in  circulation,  and  in  which  our  contracts  have  been  made.  That  is  stating  the 
objection  perhaps  rather  in  an  abstract  form.  I  will  now  put  instances  to  show  the 
mode  in  which  the  difficulty  would  apply.  At  the  present  moment  the  sum  paid 
for  a  Post-office  stamp  is  id.;  that  is  to  say,  it  is  1 -240th  part  of  a  sovereign.  The 
proposed  scheme  is,  that  the  sovereign  should  be  divided  into  1 ,000  parts.  No  num- 
ber of  those  1,000th  parts  would  pay  for  a  Post-office  stamp :  five  of  those  1,000th 
parts  would  be  i-200lh  part  of  a  sovereign;  that  would  be  clearly  too  much:  four  of 
those  1,000th  parts  would  be  1 -250th  part  of  a  vsovereign;  that  would  be  too  little. 
If,  therefore,  tlie  new  plan  were  in  force,  there  would  be  no  coin  in  existence  by 
which  you  could  pay  for  a  1  d.  stamp.  It  is  perfectly  true  that  you  might  alter 
the  sum  charged  tor  Post-office  stamps  ;  you  might  diminish  the  amount,  that  is 
to  say,  you  might  sell  250  stau>ps  for  the  sovereign  instead  of  240.  If  you  did 
that,  you  would  diminish  the  lmoss  revenue  to  the  extent  of  4  per  cent.  If  you 
increased  the  price,  and  sold  200  for  a  sovereign,  then  undoubtedly  you  would 
increase  the  revenue  of  the  Post-office,  but  you  would  charge  a  higher  sum  to 
individuals,  who  might,  of  course,  make  objections  upon  that  ground.  But  what 
I  wish  to  make  clear  to  the  Committee  is,  that  the  introduction  of  such  a  system 
would  render  it  absolutely  necessary  that  you  should  make  some  alteration  in  the 
rate  now  charged  for  the  stamp. 

Now,  we  will  go  on  to  the  other  sources  of  revenue.  The  income  tax  is  jd.  in 
the  pound.  The  same  reasoning  exactly  would  apply  to  the  income  tax.  There 
would  be  no  coin  in  existence  by  which  you  could  j)ay,  or  in  which  you  couJd 
calculate,  the  7-240111  parts  of  a  pound.  The  same  principle  would  apply  to 
every  one  of  the  Customs'  revenues,  as  they  are  almost  all  calculated  in  pence. 
The  consequence  would  be,  that  if  you  circulated  coins  of  a  description  that  could 
not  be  applied  in  payment  of  the  customs  imposed  by  existing  Acts  of  Parliament, 
you  would  be  compelled  to  alter  every  one  of  the  Acts  by  which  tlje  duties  upon 
customs  are  imposed.  All  this  reasoning  applies  to  the  revenue  of  the  Govern- 
ment,    The  same  principle  applies  to  all  contracts  of  a  more  private  description. 

V\^e  will  take,  first,  contracts  on  a  very  large  scale;  for  instance,  tlie  terms 
which  are  imposed  upon  railway  companies.  At  this  present  moment  most  rail- 
way cou)panies  are  couipelled  to  charge  not  more  than  id,  per  mile  upon  certain 
of  their  trains :  of  course  if  the  id.  were  reduced  4  per  cent,  there  would  be  a 
loss  to  the  railway  companies  of  4  per  cent,  upon  their  returns.  If,  again,  it  were 
increased,  then  it  would  be  an  alteration  as  to  the  privileges  conferred  upon  ihe 
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|)ublic  ;  but  in  either  point  of  view,  it  would  be  perfectly  essential  that  the  coin     T.  E.  Headlam^ 
in  accordance  with  which  the  railway  companies  were  limited,  should  be  one        E»4.,m,p. 
which  was  in  circulation.     The  practical  result,  therefore,  would  be  that  it  would       ""^       ^ 
be  incumbent  upon  Parliament  to  alter  every  one  of  the  Acts,  in  accordance  with      ^^     *^  ^  ^^' 
which  the  railway  companies  now  carry  on  their  traffic. 

The  same  reasoning  applies  to  tolls  upon  bridjzes.     At  this  present  moment  the 
4oll    upon  Waterloo  Biidge,  for  instance,  for  a  foot-passenger,  is  -^rf.,  or  1 -480th 
part  of  a  sovereign.     In  the  new  scale  there  would  be  no  coin  in  existence  by  which 
it  would  be  possible  to  pay  the  i-48oth  part  of  a  sovereign.    One  mil  would  be 
i-i,oooth  part;  two  mils  would  be  i-5ooth  part;  but  the  i-5ooth  part  would 
not  be  sufficient  to  pay  the  toll ;  and  the  three  mils  would  be  too  much.     You 
would,  therefore,  be  compelled  either  to  diminish  the  toll,  in  which  case  there  would 
be  a  loss  to  the  proprietors  of  the  bridge  of  4  per  cent,  upon  their  revenue,  or  you 
would  have  to  increase  the  toll ;  and  in  that  case  you  would  cast  an  additional  burden 
upon  the  public.     The  result  would  be,  that  in  order  to  adopt  this  scheme,  you 
would  be  compelled  to  alter  the  Act  of  Parliament  imposing  tolls  upon  that 
i)ridge.     The  same  reasoning  would  apply  to  every  Turnpike  Act  in  the  country. 
There  is  not  any  Turnpike  Act  which  could  continue  unchanged.     The  existing 
rales  could  not  be  enforced  when  you  had  in  circulation  coins  not  capable  of 
paying  the  rales  imposed.     Without  giving  any  opinion  as  to  the  propriety  of 
making  such  changes^  any   person  who  knows  the  difficulty  of  legislating  upon 
subjects  of  this  description,  must  feel  that  it  would  be  quite  hopeless  to  expect 
any  Government  to  undertake  to  introduce  changes  so  generally  throughout  our 
whole  social  system.     The  same  reasoning  would  apply  still  stronger  with  respect 
to  private  engagements.     Every  contract  for  the  sale  of  articles  of  general  con- 
sumption, for  the  sale,  for  instance,  of  beer,  candles,  and  all  articles  concerning 
which  contracts  are  made  by  shopkeepers,  would  require  to  be  altered.     In  short, 
it  would  be  found,  upon  investigation,  that  the  number  of  contracts  made  with 
reference  to  the  smaller  coins  are  greater  in  number  than  those  made  with  refer- 
ence to  the  larger  coins ;  and  with  respect  to  every  contract  made  with  reference 
to  the  snmller  coins,  it  would  be  absolutely  necessary  that,  upon  the  introduction 
of  a  new  coinage,  consisting  of  coins  not  interchangeable  with  the  existing  coins, 
some  change  should  be  made  in  the  contract. 

I  may  say  further,  that  no  time  for  carrying  this  scheme  into  operation  would 
materially  facilitate  its  introduction ;  because,  up  to  the  moment  when  the  new 
coins  were  introdnced,  contracts  would  continue  to  be  made  in  the  terms  of  the 
existing  coinage,  and  the  day  would  at  length  come  when  some  new  coin,  not 
commensurable  with  the  existing  coin,  would  come  into  circulation.  For  instance, 
according  to  the  proposed  scheme,  the  i-ioth  part  of  a  28.  piece  would  be  one  of 
the  coins  in  the  new  scale,  that  is  to  say,  2d.  and  2-5tbs  of  \d.\  when  such  a 

oin  was  issued,  it  would  not  be  found  applicable  to  pay  anything  for  which  the 
smaller  coins  are  now  used.  There  would  be  no  even  numbers  of  such  a  coin  in 
\s.  or  6flf.,  or  any  of  the  smaller  silver  coins  ;  and  however  long  the  public  might 
have  been  prepared  by  theory  for  the  introduction  of  coins  of  that  description, 
whenever  ihey  were  first  issued  the  inconvenience  of  them  would  be  such  that  no 
<Jovernment  would  venture  to  coin  them. 

839.  Would  not  all  those  difficulties  be  obviated,  taking  the  bridge  tolls  as  an 
example,  by  assuming  that  the  Legislature  would  authorise  them  to  take  five 
mils  for  a  certain  number  of  years,  to  compensate  them  for  any  loss  by  the  adop- 
tion of  the  decimal  coinage? — An  arrangement  such  as  that  suggested  might  pos- 
sibly be  fair  with  respect  to  the  tolls  of  any  particular  bridge.  I  do  not  know 
any  reason  against  it;  but  on  the  other  hand  1  do  not  know  whether  it  would  be 
accepted.  But  what  I  wish  to  put  to  the  Committee  is,  not  whether  such  an 
.arrangement  would  or  would  not  be  fair  in  any  particular  case,  but  that  it  would 

be  incumbent  upon  the  Government  to  make  an  arrangement  of  this  description^ 
or  one  of  a  more  complicated  nature,  with  respect  to  every  bridge  in  the  kingdom, 
and  with  every  set  of  turnpike  trustees  upon  every  road. 

840.  Could  not  an  explanatory  table  be  made,  stating  that  where  the  toll  was 
J{/.,  so  many  mils  should  be  taken  for  a  period  to  compensate  the  parties  for  any 
loss  that  might  arise  afterwards  by  less  being  taken,  and  in  the  same  way  with  the 
\d.  up  to  the  6rf,  ? — If  such  a  system  as  that  were  introduced,  the  practical  effect 
would  be  that  the  tolls  would  be  raised  for  a  certain  period,  of  five  years  or  so, 
higher  than  they  are  at  present,  and  after  that  would  be  reduced  lower  than  they 
-are  now.     That  might  be  a  good  arrai>gement  in  one  particular  case,  and  it  might 
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T.  K  Headiam,    he  a  very  bad  arrangement  in  other  cases.     I  do  not  think  that  any  general  rule 

Esq.,M.p.        could  be  adopted  which  would  be  applicable  to  all  contracts^  by  which  one  member 

of  the  contract  should  have  an  advantage  for  a  period  of  five  years,  and  the  other 

31  May  1853.  member  to  the  contract  should  have  an  advantage  for  ever  afterwards.  But  even 
in  those  cases  where  buch  an  arrangement  might  be  made,  complicated  provisions 
VFOuld  have  to  be  enacted  in  order  to  carry  it  out ;  for  instance,  where  there  were 
mortgages  upon  tolls,  the  consent  of  all  the  mortgagees  to  the  new  arrangement 
would  have  to  be  obtained.  Their  security  would  be  diminished  at  the  end  of 
five  years,  and  it  is  not  likely  that  they  would  give  their  consent,  unless  com- 
plicated provisions  were  enacted  to  make  the  extra  payment  in  the  first  five  years 
applicable  to  the  payment  off  of  their  encumbrances  during  that  time.  But  whether 
it  would  be  a  good  or  a  bad  arrangement,  the  real  difficulty  exists  in  this,  that  the 
change  in  the  coinage  would  render  such  changes  necessary  throughout  the  whole 
country,  that  no  Goveniment  would  venture  to  introduce  a  system  which 
depended  upon  such  changes. 

841.  With  respect  to  the  postage  stamps,  might  not  the  increased  consump- 
tion of  them  meet  any  loss  sustained  ? — I  am  not  prepared  to  say  whether^ 
if  the  price  of  the  stamps  were  reduced  4  per  cent.,  there  is  reason  to  suppose 
that  the  increased  consumption  would  make  up  the  loss  of  the  4  per  cent,  upon 
the  gross  revenue ;  probably  it  might  in  the  course  of  time ;  but  the  immediate 
diminution  in  the  price  of  such  stamps  would  be  a  very  material  loss  to  the 
revenue.  With  reference  to  the  postage  stamps,  as  with  respect  to  the  tolls  upon 
bridges,  I  do  not  wisli  to  express  any  opinion  as  to  the  propriety  of  reducing  the 
value  of  such  stamps.  All  I  wish  to  impress  upon  the  Committee  is«  that  the  pro- 
posed change  in  the  coinage  would  involve  a  change  in  the  sum  paid  for  postage 
stamps. 

842.  With  respect  to  the  Customs ;  you  are  aware  that  they  are  paid  generally 
in  large  sums,  that  the  fraction  of  any  payment  is  generally  very  sm&ll,  and  that 
consequently  there  would  be  no  great  difficulty  with  the  Government,  where  it 
was  a  fraction  under  half  a  cent,  or  a  fraction  above  half  a  cent,  or  farthing,  drop- 
ping it  in  one  case,  and  taking  it  up  in  the  other  ? — I  believe  that  upon  altering 
generally  the  whole  Customs,  and  making  them  fit  with  the  new  coinage,  the  bur- 
den might  probably  be  left  pretty  much  the  same  upon  the  public,  and  the  same 
amount  of  revenue  be  received  by  the  State,  so  that  there  might  be  no  great 
difierence  in  the  broad  result;  but  in  order  to  carry  that  into  effect,  I  think  it 
would  be  necessary  to  alter  every  single  Customs  duty,  not  leaving  one  of  them  as 
it  is  at  the  present  moment. 

843.  You  are  probably  not  aware  that  a  good  many  of  them  would  be  left  pre- 
cisely  as  they  are,  and  that  the  difference  in  any  case  would  be  very  small,  and  in 
very  few  of  them  ? — I  think  that  in  every  Customs  duty,  where  any  calculation  is 
made  with  reference  to  pence,  it  would  be  necessary  to  make  a  change ;  the  1  d.  is 
i-240th  part  of  a  sovereign,  and  that  not  being  paid  in  the  new  coinage,  it  would 
not  be  possible  to  keep  up  any  payment  of  that  sort. 

844.  Are  you  not  of  opinion  that  in  every  case  private  individuals  niust  submit  to 
inconvenience  for  the  public  good  ? — I  am  ;  but  in  this  case,  whether  it  be  desirable 
or  not,  I  am  satisfied  that  the  difficulties  which  a  Government  would  have  to 
contend  with,  both  from  private  and  public  interests,  are  such,  that  no  Govern- 
ment would  venture  to  undertake  to  carry  the  changes  into  operation. 

845.  With  respect  to  the  income  tax,  w  hich  is  now  jd.  in  the  pound,  if  the  number 
of  sevenpences  were  added  together,  and  turned  into  the  new  coins,  would  not  the 
fraction  be  very  small  r — The  income  tax,  like  every  other  tax,  might  be  slightly 
lowered  or  might  be  slightly  raised,  and  in  that  manner  it  might  be  made  payable 
in  the  new  coinage,  but  in  the  present  system  it  is  7-240th  parts  of  the  pound 
sterling ;  you  might  increase  that,  making  the  tax  heavier  upon  the  public,  if  ii 
were  to  be  7-200th  parts  of  the  pound,  in  which  it  would  be  payable  in  the  new 
coinage ;  or  you  might  reduce  it  and  make  it  7-250th  parts,  in  which  case  it 
would  be  payable  also  in  the  new  coinage,  but  objections  of  different  kinds  are 
applicable  to  one  or  other  of  those  changes.  It  would  impose  upon  Parliament 
the  necessity  of  making  an  alteration  in  the  law. 

846.  With  respect  to  railways,  where  the  calculation  is  not  by  pence,  they  could 
easily  be  adjusted  to  the  new  coinage?— Where  any  sura  is  calculated  not  iiv 
pence  but  in  sovereigns^  the  objection  would  not  apply. 

847.  Would  the  objection  apply  to  any  sums  above  6d.  ? — I  think  the  difficulty 
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would  prevail  with  respect  to  sums  larger  than  6d. ;  but  when  it  comes  to  sums  t.  E.  Headlm 

materially  larger  than  &d.  the  objection  would  not  apply.  Esq.,  m.p. 

848.  If  the  toll  were  6d.,  it  would  be  neither  more  nor  less  than  it  is  now  ? —       

Probably  that  may  be  so ;  at  this  n)oment  I  am  not  prepared  to  say,  but  the  objec-  3i  May  1853. 
tion  applies  undoubtedly  with  respect  to  the  lower  coins,  and  to  sums  intermediate 

between  sixpence  and  a  shilling. 

849.  Mr.  J.  B.  Smith.']  You  are  aware  that  an  alteration  was  made  in  the 
Irish  coinage,  by  adaptincr  it  to  the  English  coinage,  some  years  ago  ? — Yes. 

850.  Did  not  all  the  difficulties  you  anticipate,  in  an  alteration  oV  our  coinage, 
occur  when  the  alteration  took  place  in  the  Irish  currency? — I  think  not,  but  i 
will  not  speak  positively  as  to  that. 

851.  Must  it  not  necessarily  have  happened  that  considerable  difficulties  must 
have  occurred  in  all  those  cases  where  parties  had  entered  into  contracts? — I  do 
rot  think  that  any  difficulties  would  occur  in  the  alteration  of  the  coinage,  unless 
the  new  coins  were  non-interchangeable  with  the  existing  coins. 

8.52.  Mr.  Hamilton. J  The  silver  shilling  in  Ireland  being  12  pence  in  Irish, 
and  the  silver  shilling  in  England  being  13^.  of  Irish  money,  in  your  opinion 
would  the  objection  referred  to  apply  to  that  case  ? — ^I  do  not  think  it  would  ; 
none  of  the  difficulties  of  a  new  coinage  apply,  as  I  conceive,  to  a  change  in  the 
Irish  coins.  Aiy  objection  h  illustrated  best  by  the  Post-office  stamp,  or  the  toll 
for  a  fool-passenger  over  Waterloo  Bridge  ;  supposing  the  proposed  nevv  coinage 
were  in  force,  there  is  no  combination  of  the  new  coins  by  which  you  could  pay 
for  a  postage  stamp,  or  the  toll  over  the  bridge. 

853.  Could  you  not  get  rid  of  the  difficulty,  in  the  same  way  as  with  the  bridge 
toll,  by  givintr  them  5  years,  5  mils,  and  afterwards  4?— No  doubt  you  may  alter 
the  price  of  the  postage  stamp,  and  then  the  objection  ceases;  but  I  put  it  merely 
as  an  illustration,  to  show  the  impracticability  of  the  new  coinage  to  pay  any  sum 
of  that  description,  calculated  according  to  the  existing  coinage. 

8.54.  Mr.  Hamilton.']  Balancing  the  great  advantages  which  you  say  would 
arise  by  the  adoption  with  the  inconveniences  of  the  alteration,  do  you  think  the 
inconvenience  predominates  so  much  over  the  convenience  as  to  render  the  change 
impracticable? — I  think  if  the  adoption  of  the  decimal  system  rested  upon  this 
scheme,  however  much  it  might  be  desired,  the  difficulty  could  not  be  overcome ; 
but  I  intend  to  place  before  the  Committee  certain  nteans  by  which  I  think  the 
decimal  system  might  be  introduced.  Before  doing  so,  I  wished  to  explain  the 
reasons  which  led  me  to  the  conclusion  that  the  proposed  plan  is  perfectly  impos- 
sible. It  was  from  this  view  of  the  subject  that  I  was  induced  to  write  to  Dr. 
Bowriug  before  he  issued  his  2s.  pieces,  because  I  felt  satisfied  that  the  decimal 
system  never  could  be  carried  out  on  a  scale  of  which  the  2  s.  pieces  constituted 
one  of  the  coins. 

855.  Chairman.]  Are  you  aware  that  if  you  retain  the  present  penny,  in 
order  to  make  the  other  coins  act  decimally  with  it,  you  must  make  the  pound 
sterling  it.  os.iod.  ? — I  am.  With  respect  to  the  introduction  of  a  decimal  system, 
there  is  no  doubt  that  a  change  of  any  sort  must  be  productive  of  some  incon- 
venience ;  but  I  think  that  a  change  might  easily  be  made,  such  that  at  no  period 
of  its  introduction  would  there  be  any  very  material  or  insuperable  difficulty* 
I  think  also  that  when  the  scheme  was  complete,  it  might  be  in  such  a  form  as 
that  nobody  should  be  compelled  to  adopt  it  unless  he  wished.  I  think,  lastly^ 
that  every  coin  now  in  existence  might  be  made  changeable  for  coins  on  the  new 
scale,  and  that  every  coin  introduced  on  the  new  scale  might  be  changeable  into 
coins  on  the  existing  scale.  I  w  ill  now  state  the  steps  by  which  I  should  recom- 
mend such  a  change  to  be  carried  out :  the  first  thing  I  should  recommend  the 
Government  to  do,  would  be  to  impress  upon  every  existing  coin  its  value  in 
existing  farthings ;  that  is  to  say,  to  stamp  upon  a  sovereign  '^  960,"  to  stamp  upon 
a  shilling  **48,'*  to  stamp  upon  a  sixpence  *'  24,"  upon  a  fourpenny-piece  **  16," 
upon  a  half-penny  "  2,"  and  upon  the  farthing  •*  1."  I  may  say  further,  that  if 
this  were  done  and  nothing  else  were  done,  I  think  that  a  great  advantage  would 
be  gained  by  it. 

856.  Would  you  have  the  1  d.  stamped  ? — If  tlie  penny  piece  were  circulated  it 
should  be  stamped  with  4;  but  I  do  not  think  that  the  penny  piece  would  be  a 
very  convenient  coin  after  the  change  is  made.  I  would  say  further,  that  there 
are  some  existing  coins  wiiich  I  should  not  continue  any  longer  to  circulate.  I 
should  certainly  call  in  the  2  s.  piece  at  once,  and  it  would  also,  perhaps,  be  a» 
well  to  call  in  the  3^.  piece.     After  a  ^hort  time,  by  means  of  the  stamps  upon 
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T.  M.  HMOam^     tile  coins,  every  person  would  become  familiar  with  the  number  of  mils  or  farthings 
BB^.,mp.        contained  in  every  one  of  the  existing  coins. 
^  857.  To  enable  persons  to  become  familiar  with  that,  wonld  you  stamp  upon  the 

31  May  iBjss.  ^qJu^  ^qjI^  nnils  and  farthings? — By  the  mil,  I  now  mean  the  same  thing  as  the 
existing  farthing.  The  first  new  coin  which  I  think  ought  to  be  circulated  would 
be  of  the  value  of  2\d.;  and  it  is  with  a  view  of  introducing  that  coin  that  I  say  it 
would  be  convenient  to  call  in  the  exisdng  3^.  piece.  There  would  be  no  great 
diflSculty  in  circulating  a  coin  of  that  amount,  and  it  would  probably  be  found  as 
convenient,  without  reference  to  the  introduction  of  a  decimal  system,  as  the  3^. 
piece  at  present.  Upon  this  new  coin  would  be  stamped  *'  10  mils,"  or  "  10  M.," 
and  there  would  also  be  printed  upon  it  ^'  2^<f.,"  so  as  to  make  it  quite  clear  that 
its  value  was  2\d.  in  the  existing  coinage,  and  10  mils  or  farthings  according  to 
the  new  coinage.  The  new  coins  by  degrees  to  be  introduced  would,  all  of  them, 
be  multiples  by  10  of  the  mil  or  farthing,  and  ultimately  the  coins  to  be  adopted 
would  be  100  mil  pieces,  which  would  be  worth  2^.  1  ^•,  and  the  gold  coin^ 
which  would  be  wortli  \L  os.  \od.  It  would  probably  not  be  convenient  at 
once  to  circulate  those  coins,  but  a  few  might  be  coined  for  the  purpose  of 
making  the  public  familiar  with  their  value  and  appearance.  One  of  the  first 
steps  would  be  to  place  upon  the  bank-notes  their  value  in  the  new  coinage,  as 
well  as  their  value  in  the  existing  coinage.  Supposing  that  a  name  were  given 
to  the  new  gold  coin  worth  1/.  0^.  lorf.,  calling  it,  by  way  of  example,  a 
Victoria,  then  it  would  be  convenient,  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  the  public  to 
become  acquainted  with  the  relative  value  of  the  sovereign  and  the  Victoria, 
that  a  100/.  bank-note,  for  instance,  should  have  printed  upon  it  these  words, 
**I  promise  to  pay  \ool.  or  96  Victorias  ;*'  the  50/.  note  would  have  in  like 
manner  upon  it  the  words,  "I  promise  to  pay  50  L  or  48  Victorias;'*  the  25 /.,  if 
such  a  note  were  issued,  would  have  the  words  upon  it,  "  I  promise  to  pay  25  /. 
or  24  Victorias/*  The  5  /.  note  would  bear  upon  the  face  of  it,  "  I  promise  to 
pay  5?.,  or  4  Victorias,  8  florins."  When  this  was  done,  every  bank-note  and 
every  coin  would  express  upon  its  surface  its  value  in  both  systems  ;  for  instance, 
the  sovereign  would  have  impressed  upon  it  the  figures  "  960/'  which  would  mean 
that  it  contained  960  mils,  or  that  it  contained  9  florins  and  6  of  the  10-mil 
pieces  ;  and  the  shilling  would  have  upon  it  impressed  the  figures  *'  48,"  which 
would  show  that  it  was  worth  4  of  the  lo-mil  pieces,  and  8  of  the  mils.  The 
Victoria  would  have  upon  it  the  figures  ^*  1,000,'*  which  would  show  that  it  was 
worth  1,000  mils,  or  100  of  the  lo-mil  pieces,  or  10  of  the  florins.  The  existing 
4^.  piece  would  have  upon  it  the  figures  •*  16,"  which  would  show  that  it  is  worth 
1  of  the  I  o-mil  pieces,  and  6  mils.  The  result  would  be  that  no  coins,  either 
in  the  new  or  in  the  present  system,  would  be  difficult  to  exchange  from  one 
system  to  another.  I  should  recommend  that  a  new  gold  coin  should  be  issued 
which  would  be  found  very  convenient  in  the  introduction  of  the  new  system, 
its  value  to  be  12^.  6ef.,  according  to  the  present  money.  The  convenience  of 
this  coin  exists  in  this,  that  12^.  &d.  is  a  sum  not  by  any  means  unadapted 
to  the  existing  coinage,  and  that  12^.  6d.  makes  exactly  600  of  the  existing 
fiarthings,  so  that  such  a  coin  would  be  changeable  without  any  difliculty  either 
into  1 2^.  6  d.  in  the  existing  coinage,  or  into  six  florins  of  the  new  coinage.  I  think 
if  the  decimal  system  were  introduced  by  these  coins,  that  at  no  period  would  any 
inconvenience  be  felt  by  the  public.  When  it  was  completed,  it  would  still  be 
open  to  any  person  who  was  familiar  with  the  existing  system,  and  not  inclined  to 
learn  a  new  one,  to  keep  his  accounts  entirely  according  to  the  present  coinage. 
It  would  be  open  to  any  one  who  had  learnt  the  decimal  system  to  use  all  the 
coins  which  should  be  in  circulation  with  reference  to  that  system.  By  degrees, 
as  the  public  became  better  and  better  acquainted  with  the  advantages  of  the 
decimal  system,  the  inconvenient  coins  might  gradually  be  supplanted  by  the 
easiest  coins  in  use  in  the  decimal  system ;  for  instance,  instead  ^  a  shilliuir,  a 
piece  of  the  value  of  \od.  might  be  coined,  which  would  be  worrit  40  mils,  or  four 
lO-mil  pieces.  Instead  of  sixpence,  fivepence  might  be  coined ;  but  those  changes 
are  not  essential,  and  need  only  be  introduced  according  to  the  demand  and 
convenience  of  the  public;  for  there  is  nothing  inconsistent  with  the  system 
in  the  circulation  of  the  shilling  or  of  the  sixpeuny  pieces,  other  than  the 
fact  that  tliey  would  not  be  convenient  coins  when  the  decimal  system  was  in 
operation. 

858.  To  meet  the  view  you  take,  would  it  not  necessarily  involve  the  altera- 
tion of  1 2  or  13  gold  and  silver  coins,  instead  of  four  of  copper  ? — I  do  not  know 
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precisely  how  many  coins  it  would  be  convenient  ultimately  to  adopt,  as  it  would 
depend  upon  what  new  coins  were  found  convenient. 

850.  Mr.  Hamilton.'l  Am  I  correct  in  nnderstanding  you,  that  you  begm  by 
building  your  system  on  the  existing  farthing,  calling  it  a  mil  ? — ^Yes. 

860.  And  that  your  decimal  system  is,  of  course,  a  multiple  of  the  existing 
farthing  r — Yes. 

86 1.  If  the  existing  coins  be  multiples  in  another  sense  of  the  farthing;,  you 
consider  they  might  exist  together  ? — I  propose  that  they  should  exist  together ; 
but  I  think  it  of  the  greatest  impoitance  that  the  existing  coins  should  have 
stamped  upon  them  their  value  in  farthings. 

862.  You  would  commence  by  adopting  the  farthing  as  your  unit,  and  build  up 
upon  it? — I  adopt  the  farthing  as  my  unit,  and  build  up  upon  that.  I  suppose  the 
sovereign  to  continue  in  circulation  as  long  as  convenient.  It  would  be  perfectly 
capable  of  circulating  with  the  new  coinage.  If  people  choose  to  call  the  sovereign 
20  shillings,  and  to  call  a  shilling  12  pence,  they  would  be  at  liberty  so  to  do,  and 
it  would  not  produce  any  inconvenience  or  confusion.  If  they  adopted  the  decimal 
system,  they  would  call  the  sovereign  nine  florins  and  six  lo-mil  pieces.  The  existing 
sovereign  would  circulate  with  perfect  facility  after  the  change  was  made,  and 
would  bear  upon  its  surface  its  value  in  the  new  coinage. 

863.  Mr.  J.  B.  Smith.']  In  what  way  would  you  propose  to  keep  accounts  ? — 
On  the  decimal  system  ;  but  I  should  not  propose  to  make  it  compulsory  upon  any 
person  to  whom  the  existing  system  was  familiar,  and  who  would  desire  to  keep  his 
accounts  in  the  existing  system.  The  several  coins  on  the  new  scale  would  be  a 
Victoria,  1  /.  o*.  10^.;  the  florin,  2^.  1  d.  of  the  existing  money;  a  10- mil  piece,  or 
2id.  of  the  existing  coinage;  and  the  mil  or  farthing  of  the  existing  coinage. 

864.  Your  system  of  accounts  would  be  pounds,  and  what  other  denominations  ? 
— The  decimal  system  would  not  contain  pounds;  that  coin  would  not  be  an  ele- 
ment in  it;  but  the  Victoria  would  be  the  largest  coin.  It  would  be  Victorias, 
florins,  10-miJ  pieces,  and  i-mil  pieces;  that  is,  loooths,  leoths,  lotbs,  and  units. 


T.  JL  Htadlam, 
Esq.,  M.  p. 

31  May  1853. 
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Mr.  Frederick  Strugnell,  called  in  ;  and  Examined. 

865.  Chairman.']  WHAT  are  you  ?— A  Grocer  and  Tea  Dealer. 

866.  Where  do  you  reside  ? — In  the  Edgeware-road. 

867.  I  believe  you  are  extensively  engaged  in  transactions  with  the  humbler 
classes  of  people,  as  well  as  with  others,  and  we  are  desirous  of  knowing  from 
you  what  you  think  of  the  advantages  or  disadvantages  that  would  arise  from 
decimalising  our  coinage,  assuming  that  no  deterioration  takes  place? — I  think 
there  would  be  no  difficulty  in  carrying  it  out* 

868.  In  your  business,  do  you  think  that  any  difficulty  would  arise  with  the 
poorer  description  of  people  ?— None  whatever. 

869.  Have  you  turned  your  attention  at  all  to  the  advantages  that  might  arise 
in  the  education  of  the  people,  and  in  schools,  where  a  great  deal  of  time  is  now 
supposed  to  be  occupied  in  learning  what  might  be  dispensed  with  if  decimals 
generally  were  substituted  ?— I  have  not  directed  my  attention  to  that. 

870.  Assuming  that  a  decimal  system  were  determined  on,  would  you  think  it 
expedient  to  adopt  it  at  once,  or  to  endeavour  to  introduce  it  gradually  ?— At 
once,  I  think. 
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Mr.  F.  StrugnelL       87 1.  That  is,  to  have  a  suflicient  number  of  the  new  coins  ready,  and  then  to 

withdraw  the  old  ? — Decidedly. 

7  June  1853.  872.  How  would  you  designate  the  copper  coins,  taking  the  sovereign  for  the 

integer,  or  starting  point,  divided  into  1,000  mils,  and  the  florin  of  100  mils; 
and  then  the  copper  coins,  would  you  make  the  copper  coin  the  tenths  of  the 
florin  ? — Most  decidedly. 

873.  You  would  divide  the  coins  completely  decimally  ?— Quite  so. 

874.  Would  you  retain  tlie  name  of  the  6d.  or  i  s.  ? — I  think  in  so  gieat  a 
change  it  would  be  expedient  to  change  the  names  altogether. 

875.  How  many  copper  coins  would  you  think  -it  necessary  to  introduce,  in 
order  to  facilitate  the  change ;  would  you  think  a  i-mil  piece,  a  3-mil  piece,  and 
a  5-mil  piece  sufficient,  or  would  you  coin  a  4-mil  piece,  or  any  other  coins  ? — 
I  should  say  a  i-mil  piece,  3-mil  piece,  and  5-mil  piece ;  and  a  2  j-mil  piece 
you  would  require ;  but  I  do  not  know  how  far  that  could  be  carried  out. 

876.  Supposing  that  the  coins  issued  were  the  sovereigd,  the  florin,  the  cent, 
and  the  mil,  would  you  make  the  cent,  or  the  10-mil  piece,  of  silver  or  copper? 
— Of  silver,  I  think. 

877.  Would  it  not  be  a  very  small  coin  ? — It  would ;  but  still  you  want  an 
intermediate  coin,  if  you  withdraw  the  $d.  and  4d.  pieces. 

878.  Would  you  retain  the  6  d.  and  1  s.  in  circulation,  or  would  you  issue  a 
20-mil  piece  ? — I  should  withdraw  the  6  d. 

879.  Would  you  for  a  time  allow  the  old  silver  coin  and  the  new  silver  coin  to 
circulate  together  ? — I  think  it  would  be  better  to  withdraw  it  altogether. 

880.  Have  you  ever  thought  of  the  manner  in  which  the  1  d.  postage  and  the 
tolls  of  bridges,  &c.,  regulated  by  Act  of  Parliament,  could  be  dealt  with  ? — I 
have  never  given  that  any  consideration. 

881.  Do  you  think  that  the  humbler  classes  would  raise  any  objection  if  the 
6  d.  were  divided  into  25  mils  instead  of  24  farthings  ?  Would  they  consider 
themselves  injured  by  such  a  change? — I  think  not,  after  a  little  explanation.  I 
think,  as  regards  the  working  classes,  that  there  would  be  no  difficulty  in  carrying 
it  out. 

882.  Have  you  thought  of  any  convenience  that  would  result  in  the  keeping  of 
accounts  ? — ^It  would  cause  a  little  confusion  at  first,  but  eventually  it  would  work 
out  much  more  simple. 

883.  You  are  aware  that  the  accounts  might  be  kept  in  three  columns,  pounds, 
florins,  and  mils  ? — Yes. 

884.  Have  you  ever  considered  that  it  would  be  a  great  saving  of  labour  ? — I 
think  it  would  simplify  accounts  altogether. 

885.  Would  it  render  mistakes  less  frequent  ? — I  think  so,  most  decidedly. 

886.  Do  you  fancy  that  the  contemplated  change  would  afford  any  advantage 
in  simplifying  the  mode  of  calculating  interest,  and  in  exchanges,  and  in  multipli- 
cation?—I  have  not  given  the  subject  sufficient  consideration  to  enable  me  to 
give  an  opinion. 

887.  Are  you  aware  that  engineers  generally  make  all  their  calculations  in 
decimals,  from  the  great  inconvenience  of  the  present  system  ? — 1  was  not  aware 
of  it. 

888.  Were  you  aware  that  the  Bank  of  England  now  buy  and  sell  gold  deci- 
mally?—I  was  not. 

889.  With  respect  to  parties  dealing  in  retail  trades  of  every  description,  would 
the  quantity  sold  soon  adjust  itself  to  the  value  of  the  money  received? — Very 
soon. 

890.  Would  you  approve  of  the  value,  that  is,  the  number  of  mils,  being  marked 
on  each  piece  ? — Most  decidedly. 

891.  Do  you  think  that  half-farthings  or  half-mils  would  be  wanted.^— I  never 
heard  on  the  part  of  the  working  classes  a  tiesire  for  a  smaller  coin  than  a 
farthing ;  the  mil  would  be  a  trifle  less  in  value. 

892.  Are  you  aware  that  at  the  Mint,  at  this  moment,  there  is  a  large  amount 
of  half-farthings  that  have  never  been  called  for? — I  was  not  aware  that  there 
were  any  in  the  Mint;  but  we  find  with  the  lower  classes,  that  if  they  have 
occasion  for  a  smaller  coin,  they  purchase  an  article  at  a  higher  or  lower  price  ; 
it  is  only  in  times  of  vejy  great  distress  that  we  find  the  slightest  desire  on  their 
part  for  a  smaller  coin. 

893.  It  would  be  impossible,  I  presume,  to  make  any  coin  that  would  enable 
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you  always  to  purchase  the  same  quantity  of  food  ? — It  would  be  difficult  when    Mr.  F.  StmgnelL 
you  came  to  divide  it  and  subdivide  it.  

894.  It  would  be  impossible  to  provide  any  coin  to  meet  it  ? — Quite  so.  7  June  1853. 

895.  What  do  you  think  of  the  size  of  the  10-mil  piece  in  copper? — It 
would  be  inconveniently  large.  I  should  prefer  it  in  silver,  but  as  large  as  it  could 
be  made. 

896.  Not  in  mixed  metal? — Yes,  in  mixed  metal. 

897.  Would  not  the  poor  think  the  coin  deteriorated,  and  that  it  was  a  fraud 
upon  them  ? — No,  I  think  not.  If  they  found  it  circulate  freely  enough,  they 
would  have  no  objection  to  it,  unless  it  had  a  strong  likeness  to  base  coin. 

898.  Mr.  J.  B.  Smith.]  What  is  the  coin  by  which  the  working  classes  gene- 
rally measure  their  wages,  and  measure  the  price  of  commodities  ? — By  the 
sovereign  and  by  the  shilling  generally  ;  so  much  per  day,  or  so  much  per  week. 

899.  Do  they  i*eckon  their  wages  at  so  many  shillings  per  week,  or  so  many 
sovereigns  ? — More  frequently  shillings ;  it  is  only  recently  that  they  have  had  so 
much  better  pay. 

900.  Are  the  prices  of  commodities  generally  calculated  in  shillings  and 
pence  ? — Just  so,  depending  upon  the  article  ;  lea  is  so  much  per  pound. 

901.  In  the  course  of  your  business,  there  is  scarcely  an  article  that  you 
reckon  by  the  pound  sterling? — Scarcely  anything. 

902.  All  articles  are  reckoned  by  bhillings  and  pence? — All  by  shillings  and 
pence. 

903.  Do  you  apprehend  that  there  would  be  any  inconvenience  if,  instead  of 
reckoning  articles  by  shillings,  as  the  poorer  classes  are  now  accustomed  to  do, 
they  made  their  calculations  in  florins  ? — None  whatever ;  of  course  the  working 
classes  would  take  some  time  before  they  adopted  that  expression. 

904.  Is  it  your  opinion,  if  any  system  of  decimal  coinage  could  be  adopted 
which  should  retain  the  name  and  use  of  the  shilling  as  at  present,  that  that 
would  be  an  advantage  ? — I  do  not  well  see  how  any  change  can  take  place  without 
altering  the  value  ot  the  coin,  and  then  I  think  it  would  make  the  working  classes 
a  little  suspicious;  but  if  you  have  a  change  of  name  altogether,  they  would  be 
more  reconciled  to  it. 

905.  Supposing  you  were  to  adopt  this  system,  that  10  mils  should  be  1  cf., 
•that  10  d.  should  be  1  5.,  and  that  \os.  should  be  one  decimal  pound ;  in  that  case 
the  value  of  the  shilling  would  remain  as  at  present  ? — Just  so. 

906.  Would  there  not  be  an  advantage  if  such  a  system  were  adopted,  re- 
taining the  name  of  the  shilling,  with  which  the  working  classes  are  at  present  so 
familiar,  and  by  which  they  measure  the  rate  of  their  wages  and  the  value  of 
commodities? — I  think  it  would  be  an  advantage  to  retain  the  name  of  the  shilling 
provided  it  underwent  no  change,  which,  in  that  case  you  have  mentioned,  it 
would  not. 

907.  Do  you  see  any  inconvenience  to  arise  from  having  two  decimal  pounds 
for  one  pound  sterling?— I  should  have  no  objection  whatever  to  that. 

908.  So  far  as  it  relates  to  accounts,  supposing  we  adopted  the  system  of 
pounds,  florins,  and  mils,"  how  would  you  write  down  14^.  6d.  of  the  present 
money;  would  it  not  involve  a  calculation,  when  you  came  to  turn  14^.  6d.  into 
725,  that  would  he  very  puzzling  ? — Only  for  a  short  time. 

909.  Supposing  the  unit  of  10^.  were  adopted,  and  that  then  you  called 
14  s.  6d.  in  the  new  system  1,450,  would  not  that  be  an  easier  mode  ?— I  think 
it  would  be  easier. 

910.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  better  understood  by  the  working  classes? 
— Yes. 

911.  Chairman.']  Would  there  be  any  advantage  in  going  to  much  lower 
decimals? — I  do  not  wish  anything  lower  than  a  farthing. 

912.  The  mode  just  suggested  would  carry  us  down  to  a  lower  figure  in 
decimals  ? — I  think  that  is  not  at  all  called  for. 

913.  Would  it  not  be  much  more  inconvenient  to  write  16/.  decimal  than  to 
write  8  /.  ?— Yes, 

914.  Would  it  not  unhinge  all  our  ideas  of  contracts  in  pounds? — We  have 
been  more  used  to  that  system,  and  it  would  take  some  time  to  fall  into  the  other^ 
nor  do  I  see  any  advantages  gained  by  it. 

915.  Mr.  Moody.]  The  confusion  between  the  pound  decimal  and  the  pound 
sterling  would  continue  for  a  long  time  ? — I  think  it  would. 

916.  Supposing  you  were  asked  the  price  of  a  pound  of  tea,  how  would  you 
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Mr.  JP.  Strugnell.    answer  in  florins  ?—  If  the  price  were  4  s,  we  should  describe  it  in  florins,  and 

whatever  other  coins  may  be  used. 

7  June  1853.  gij.  Without  reference  to  an  even  sum.  how  would  you  explain  it  then  ? — In 

the  same  way  as  we  have  now  odd  money  in  copper  coinage. 

91 8.  With  what  coins  would  you  explain  3  ^.  Sd.  ? — I  do  not  see  any  difficulty 
the  pi  ice  as  at  present  might  not  agree  with  the  subdivisions,  but  that  might 
soon  be  remedied. 

919.  Do  you  think  that  the  poor  people  would  soon  get  into  the  habit  of 
reckoning  by  florins  instead  of  by  shillings  ? — Yes* 

920.  Mr.  J.  B.  Smith.]  Are  the  working  classes  much  in  the  habit  ot  buying 
commodities  in  small  quantities  ? — Yes. 

921 .  Such  as  a  quarter  of  a  pound  of  tea  ? — That  is  generally  tiie  Saturday's 
outlay. 

922.  If  a  person  were  to  go  to  purchase  a  quarter  of  a  pound  of  an  article  at 
1  s.  per  pound,  how  much  would  chat  come  to  in  the  new  coinage^ — It  would  be 
1 2  i  mils. 

923.  There  is  no  coin  of  12  J  mils,  and  therefore  what  would  you  charge  a 
person  for  that  quarter  of  a  pound  ? — I  think  that  would  very  soon  adapt  itself,  for 
we  should  purchase  in  the  same  way  that  we  sell ;  at  first  it  would  cause  some 
slight  confusion,  but  where  at  the  present  moment  an  article  is  sold  at  a  shilling 
we  should  alter  the  price  of  that,  and  adapt  it  to  the  new  coin. 

924.  You  are  aware  that  decimals  cannot  be  divided  by  so  many  parts  as  a 
shilling? — ^No,  but  we  should  adapt  our  prices  to  the  new  coin.  Assuming,  for 
instance,  that  an  even  price  would  entail  upon  us  a  trifling  loss  per  pound  of  tea, 
we  should  sacrifice  that  in  order  to  make  an  even  price  to  the  public. 

925.  When  it  came  to  half  a  mil,  and  there  was  no  coin  to  represent  it,  what 
would  you  do  then  ? — ^In  very  small  quantities  we  should  take  that  as  we  do  now 
with  respect  to  the  farthing ;  when  we  cannot  divide  the  iiarthing  there  is  an 
advantage  in  favour  of  or  against  the  purchaser. 

926.  In  all  cases  where  a  fraction  comes  to  half  a  farthing,  you  charge  a  far- 
thing ? — We  do ;  but  it  is  rarely  done,  as  the  poorer  classes  are  keen  calculators, 
and  they  avoid  the  fraction.  Formerly  when  tea  was  5  s.  per  pound  it  was  2  J  rf. 
per  half  ounce,  but  the  moment  the  price  was  reduced  the  fraction  was  avoided. 

927.  Is  there  not  a  great  disadvantage  in  buying  small  quantities,  because  it 
may  involve  fractions  ?— Very  rarely ;  the  price  of  tea  is  45.  per  pound,  and  we 
do  not  make  up  less  quantities  tlian  three  farthings'  worth,  which  is  a  quarter  of 
an  ounce. 

928.  Chairman.']  Would  not  the  constant  fluctuation  in  the  price  of  tea  and 
sugar,  no  mutter  what  the  coinage  was,  continually  involve  fractions? — 
Undoubtedly,  but  we  endeavour  to  avoid  that,  and  the  poorer  classes  take  an 
article  of  a  higher  or  lower  price ;  there  is  no  disadvantage  arising  to  them. 

929.  It  would  be  perfectly  impossible  for  any  coinage  to  meet  the  constant 
fluctuations  in  the  prices? — Perfectly  so. 

930.  Mr.  J.  J5.  Smith.']  Is  it  not  desirable  that  you  should  adopt  the  system 
of  coinage  which  should  involve  as  few  fractions  as  possible  ? — Undoubtedly. 

931 .  Do  you  ever  sell  so  small  a  quantity  as  half  an  ounce  of  tea. ^ — ^Yes. 

932.  Parliament  having  recently  reduc^  the  duty  00  tea  by  41/.  per  pound, 
what  advantage  does  a  person  reap  who  buys  half  an  ounce  of  tea  ? — ^At  present 
none,  in  consequence  of  the  advances  in  the  market ;  but  what  he  will  ultimately 
obtain,  will  depend  upon  the  consumption. 

933.  Assuming  that  there  is  no  advance  in  the  price  of  tea,  and  that  you  remit 
on  a  pound  of  tea  the  whole  amount  of  the  ^d.  taken  off,  what  advantage  would 
result  to  the  buyer  of  half  an  once  ? — About  a  farthing,  or  scarcely  that. 

934.  If  he  bought  an  ounce,  he  would  only  gain  the  advantage  of  a  farthing? — 
The  poorer  classes  would  avoid  those  prices,  or  would  go  to  the  lower  price ;  the 
working  man  would  gain  a  farthing  upon  the  ounce,  or  if  he  found  himself  a 
loser  by  purchasing  half  an  ounce,  he  would  take  the  45.  or  ^s.  4d.  tea.  The 
poor  are  always  sufficiently  good  calculators  for  that. 

935.  Is  it  ever  your  custom,  when  parties  purchase  an  a.-ticle  which  comes  to  a 
fraction  less  than  a  farthing,  to  give  something  else  to  make  up  the  difl^erence  ? — 
We  do  not,  but  we  avoid  those  fractions  ;  for  instance,  we  do  not  sell  a  quarter  of 
a  pound  of  sugar  at  5  Jrf. ;  we  sell  the  6rf.,  or  ^d.  sugar.  If  we  sold  part  of  a 
pound  of  sugar  at  5  Jd.,  the  purchaser  would  be  the  loser. 

q^d.  You  use  farthings,  I  suppose,  to  a  great  extent  ? — ^To  some  extent ;  there 
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are  smaller  shops  which  use  them  more  extensively  than  we  do,  such  as  chandlers'  ^f-  ^-  Strugndl 

shops,  where  the  articles  sold  to  the  poor  are  more  subdivided. 

937.  Do  you  know  whether  the  practice  in  any  case  is  to  give  a  portion  of  7  J«n«  1853. 
some  other  commodity  to  make  up  the  fractions? — That  is  not  the  practice,  as 

the  same  rule  applies  to  them  as  to  ourselves  ;  the  working  classes  go  either  to  a 
higher  or  a  lower  price  for  the  article,  so  that  they  might  not  be  defrauded,  as 
they  term  it,  of  the  fractional  part.  In  almost  all  articles  that  are  sold  there  is 
such  a  range  of  price  that  they  can  do  so. 

R.  C  L.  Bevattf  Esq.,  called  in ;  and  Examined. 

938.  Chairman.']  YOU  are  a  Banker?—  I  am.  /l^  q^  X.  Sevan 

939.  And  must,  from  the  nature  of  your  business,  have  very  large  transactions?  Esq. 

—  Yes.  

940.  Have  you  formed  any  opinion  of  the  advantages  or  disadvantages  of 
decimalizing  our  coinage? — I  haVe,  and  1  think  the  balance  is  very  largely  upon 
the  side  of  the  advantages ;  the  advantages  are  obvious,  the  great  facilities  and 
the  avoiding  of  mistakes.  On  the  other  hand,  the  only  two  disadvantages,  as  I 
apprehend,  are,  first,  the  difficulty  of  the  transition,  which  I  think  would  soon  be 
got  over,  and  the  accommodating  the  new  system  to  tolls  and  imposts  fixed  by 
law.  I  think  that  as  regards  trade,  no  difficulty  would  be  felt,  but  that  it  would 
speedily  find  its  level.  The  difficulty,  too,  with  r^ard  to  tolls,  and  also  with 
reference  to  the  penny  postage,  might,  I  think,  be  also  very  easily  overcome. 

941 .  Assuming  the  toll  of  a  bridge,  fixed  by  Act  of  Parliament  to  be  a  penny, 
and  that  the  owner  taking  four  mils  would  lose  four  per  cent. ;  if  he  were  allowed 
for  the  first  five  years  to  take  five  mils  to  enable  him  to  buy  an  annuity  to 
indemnify  him  for  the  loss  of  the  four  per  cent.,  would  there  then  be  any  diffi- 
culty ? — That  is  not  the  way  I  should  get  over  it. 

942.  Mr. Moody.]  That  would  be  mulcting  one  generation  to  pay  for  another? 
— It  does  not  appear  to  me  that  would  be  a  satisfactory  plan  to  adopt.  I  think 
the  only  way  would  be  to  revise  the  table  of  tolls,  and  to  give  and  take  ;  that  is, 
that  the  toll-keeper  should  be  allowed  to  take  a  little  more  upon  one  toll,  and 
less  upon  another ;  so  that  on  the  balance,  whatever  tlie  tolls  might  be,  the  table 
should  be  brought  to  produce  much  the  same  as  at  present. 

943*  Chairman.]  Would  not  some  difficulty  arise,  assuming  the  sixpenny  tolls 
to  produce  500  /.,  and  the  penny  tolls  to  produce  100  /.,  to  ascertain  exactly  what 
vou  should  allow  upon  each  item  ? — I  think  you  must  take  that  into  consideration ; 
I  think  that  in  each  case  the  magistrates,  or  the  road  surveyors,  whoever  the 
party  may  be,  should  arrange  that  with  the  proprietors  of  the  tolls. 

944.  Would  it  not  be  almost  impossible  to  ascertain  that  fact,  the  toll-keepers 
receiving  tolls  of  various  denominations  ? — It  would  be  easy  to  try  it  for  a  week 
•or  two.  I  have  taken  a  list  of  tolls,  commencing  with  a  halfpenny  up  to  a 
shilling;  the  sixpenny  is  the  same  as  35  mils,  and  the  shilling  the  same  as  50  mils, 
and  giving  and  takmg  upon  the  intermediate  tolls,  I  have  roughly  calculated  that 
314  iarthings  will  give  321  mils,  which  is  about  two  per  cent,  in  favour  of  the 
toll-keeper,  which  is  no  object.  I  think  that  where  the  balance  must  be  one  way 
or  other,  it  should  be  in  favour  of  the  receiver,  as  it  is  a  public  advantage,  and  the 
public  should  pay  that  very  trifling  sum,  if  needful,  for  the  advantage. 

945.  Assuming  the  stovereign  to  be  divided  into  1,000  mils,  and  the  florin  into 
100  mils,  and  the  sixpence  and  shilling  to  be  used  probably  at  their  present  value, 
to  give  change,  but  not  as  money  of  account,  how  would  you  divide  the  coinage? 

—  1  should  endeavour  to  keep  it  as  much  as  possible  decimal,  and  to  remove  all 
those  coins  which  could  have  the  effect  of  retaining  the  old  system  in  the 
minds  of  the  people.  I  should  withdraw  the  five-shilling  pieces,  and  the  half- 
crown  pieces,  and  the  sixpenny  pieces,  and  the  fourpenny  pieces,  and  the  three- 
penny pieces.  I  would  have  the  one-mil  piece,  the  two-mil  piece,  not  the  three- 
mill  piece,  because  you  cannot  convert  any  number  of  three-mil  pieces. into  a 
decimal ;  a  five-mil  piece ;  a  20-mil  piece,  which  should  be  in  silver,  and  a 
50-mil  piece,  which  would  be  a  shilling,  and  100-mil  piece  a  florin,  and  then,  of 
course,  a  gold  sovereign  and  half  sovereign. 

946.  I  suppose  you  would  impress  on  each  of  these  coins  the  exact  number  of 
mils  it  represents  ?— Certainly. 

0.66.  L  4  947.  Ivlt. 
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A.  C.  L.  Bevan,        947.  Mr.  Kinnaird.']  You  ground  your  evidence  on  the  practical  inconvenience 
^^'  you  find  between  the  threepenny  and  fourpenny  pieces  ?— -A  very  great  incon- 

venience. 
7  June  1853.  (^^8^  Perhaps  you  will  explain  how  bankers  count  silver,  and  the  excessive  in- 

convenience the  threepenny  and  fourpenny  pieces  are  ? — In  tlie  present  pieces,  if 
a  banker's  clerk  has  a  quantity  of  mixed  silver  before  him,  he  takes  cnre  to  keep  it 
in  even  shillings ;  if  he  takes  2^.  6d.y  he  tukes  sixpence  with  it,  or  3^.,  always 
keeping  it  in  shiilinas,  and  whenever  he  comes  to  threepenny  or  fourpenny  pieces 
he  throws  them  out ;  and  when  he  has  done  counting  the  shillings  and  the  six- 
pences and  half-crowns,  he  then  divides  the  fourpenny  from  the  threepenny  pieces, 
which  there  is  always  great  difficulty  in  doinsi;  in  lact  the  clerk  has  to  take  up 
every  piece,  and  to  exannne  whether  it  has  a  milled  edge  or  not.  This  process  in 
a  large  quantity  of  silver  is  exceedingly  inconvenient,  and  therefore  we  ask  our 
customers  to  keep  separate  the  threepenny  and  fourpenny  pieces,  and  for  this 
reason  I  think  that  it  would  be  exceedingly  inconvenient  to  have  coins  with  only  a 
penny  difference  between  them,  and  that  the  simultaneous  circulation  of  two  pieces, 
one  of  them  four  to  the  florin,  and  the  other  five  to  the  florin,  would  occasion  the 
same  inconvenience,  and  be  very  undesirable. 

949.  ChalrwanJ]  If  I  understand  you,  you  would  like  to  carry  on  the  business 
of  the  country  with  the  fewest  number  of  coins  that  would  enable  yon  to  give 
the  necessary  change  ? — ^Ye3 ;  I  do  not  say  that  as  a  banker  only,  but  I  feel  con- 
vinced that  it  would  puzzle  the  people  much  less  to  have  few  coins. 

9.50,  If  you  divided  the  copper  coins  into  one  mil,  three  mils,  and  five  mils, 
do  you  think  that  the  use  of  the  coins  would  soon  be  understood? — I  would 
n)uch  rather  have  one  mil,  t\^o  mils,  and  Ave  mils.  I  do  not  like  introducing 
the  three  mils;  I  would  rather  have  two-and-a-lialf  mils ;  but  I  think  with 
three  coins,  one  mil,  two  mils,  and  five  mils,  there  would  bo  no  difliculty  in 
changing.  The  introduction  of  a  3,  30,  or  300-mii  piece,  as  has  been  proposed, 
would  occasion  much  inconvenience,  because  no  less  number  of  each  than  10 
would  form  an  even  amount  of  the  superior  coin ;  even  a  coin  of  23  would  be 
much  less  inconvenient,  four  making  100 ;  for  this  reason,  I  have  no  doubt 
a  banker's  clerk  would  find  it  easier  to  arrive  at  the  amount'  of  a  number  oi  25 
than  of  30-mil  pieces ;  he  would  have  nothing  to  do  i)ut  to  tell  up  four  of  each 
as  one  florin,  and  those  over  as  25-mils  ;  for  instance,  he  would  at  once  make  37 
25-mils  into  9*25,  more  readily  than  37  30-mils  into  1.1.10. 

951.  Mr.  Moody.']  In  copper,  the  approximation  in  size  would  not  apply  as  it 
does  in  silver  ? — Not  between  one  mil  and  two  mils,  but  between  two  mils  and 
two-and-a*half  mils  it  would. 

952.  Chairman,]  How  do  you  propose  to  rule  your  books,  in  four  columns 
or  in  three  ? — In  three  columns,  the  same  as  now ;  I  think  probably  in  practice, 
where  there  was  any  such  decimal,  we  should  avoid  putting  in  the  0  ;  supposing 
it  were  5,085  mils,  I  should  write  five  pounds  eight  florins,  and  instead  of 
putting  0,  merely  say  five  mils,  saving  the  trouble  of  writing  the  0  if  the  lines 
were  rnled. 

953.  Supposing  you  had  10  mils  above  it,  would  you  not  require  great  care  in 
not  putting  the  five  under  the  0  ? — So  it  does  now  ;  if  you  place  1/  or  /I  in  the 
wrong  place,  it  may  be  added  up  as  10  instead  of  1. 

954.  It  would  save  you  making  a  decimal  point  ? — Yes, 

055.  Custom  would  soon  bring  people  to  follow  that  plan,  with  respect  to 
ruling  their  hooks,  which  \\ould  be  most  convenient  to  them  ?— I  have  no  doubt 
they  would  all  adopt  the  same  plan  as  they  do  now. 

956.  You  are  probably  aware  that  the  Bank  of  England  buys  and  sells  gold 
decimally  ? — I  do  not  know  much  aboi.t  that. 

957.  You  have  no  doubt  in  your  mind  that  a  decimal  coinage  would  simplify 
all  the  more  difficult  calculations  to  a  very  great  extent  ? — Extremely. 

958.  Have  you  any  idea  what  per-centage  in  the  saving  of  labour  there  would 
be  upon  the  larger  operations  r — That  I  could  i.ot  state  ;  but  as  regards  the  quan* 
tity  of  mistakes  which  now  arise  in  first  dividing  by  4,  then  by  12,  and  then 
dividing  by  20,  and  then  again  by  10,  I  can  only  say  that,  in  my  own  experi- 
ence, having  a  good  deal  to  do  with  figures,  and  not  being  so  aufait  at  them  as 
D)any  of  our  clerks,  I  am  led  into  continual  errors,  which  occasion  a  good  deal  of 
loss  of  time.  I  should  save  many  an  hour  by  keeping  my  accounts  in  decimals^ 
instead  of  pounds^  shillings,  and  pence. 

959-  Mr. 
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959.  Mr.  Kinnaird.']  You  are  speaking  of  your  own  experience  as  a  partner  ?  jt.  c.L.Becan. 
— I  am  ;  it  would  be  much  the  case  with  the  junior  clerk,  who  takes  some  time  Esq- 

before  he  can  cast  quickly  and  correctly.     When  clerks  have  perfectly  learned  it,       

they  do  not  care  so  much,  as  it  becomes  a  second  nature  to  them.     The  change      7  June  i853. 
would  not  be  so  great  an  advantage  to  experienced  arithmeticians  as  it  would 

to  inexperienced  arithmeticians.     As  regards  contractors,  and  those  who  have  the 
most  difficult  works  to  do,  they  already  use  decimal  calculations. 

960.  Would  it  be  a  great  convenience,  for  instance,  if  you  lost  experienced 
clerks,  and  had  to  take  on  a  number  of  young  hands? — It  would  be  a  great 
advantage  to  a  great  many  rough  men  who  are  about  the  country ;  clever  men 
who  have  not  had  school  learning,  having  good  heads,  they  would  be  able  to 
keep  their  accounts  in  their  heads  in  a  way  that  they  cannot  do  now. 

961.  Chairman.'}  Would  it  also  be  exceedingly  advantageous  in  schools,  by 
diminishing  the  labour  of  education  ? — Immense ;  I  suppose  we  all  have  a  lively 
recollection  of  the  troubles  cf  reduction. 

962.  And  would  enable  boys,  instead  of  making  those  difficult  calculations,  to 
appropriate  their  time  to  something  that  would  be  more  useful  to  them  through 
life.^ — No  doubt;  they  could  go  into  much  more  difficult  rules  of  arithmetic  than 
they  do  now ;  in  fact,  the  main  difficulty  in  arithmetic  b  felt  to  be  the  division  and 
multi[>lication  of  pounds,  shillings,  and  pence. 

963.  I  think  you  have  expressed  your  opinion  that  the  names  should  be 
changed  ? — I  think  it  would  be  desirable  to  changi^  the  names,  to  prevent  confu- 
sion. 

964.  Do  you  think  it  desirable  that,  in  the  first  instance,  the  new  coinage  and 
the  old  coinage  should  circulate  together,  or  would  you  call  in  the  old  coins,  send- 
ing into  circulation  the  new  ones  at  once  ? — I  am  not  quite  aware  of  the  difficulty 
of  calling  in  coins,  but  it  certainly  would  be  desirable,  if  it  could  be  done  without 
much  dfficulty. 

965.  I  believe  the  usual  course  is,  that  by  an  Order  in  Council  certain  coins 
are  declared  to  be  not  a  legal  tender  after  a  certain  period,  but  they  are  afterwards 
exchangeable  at  the  banks  ? — I  think  it  would  be  desirable.  I  think  that  when 
it  is  determined  to  effi^ct  the  change,  and  the  day  is  determined  on  which  it  will 
be  done,  that  we  bud  better  use  every  possible  means  of  getting  rid  of  the  old 
system  altogether. 

966.  Assuming  that  Parliament  should  entertain  the  view  of  this  Committee, 
that  decimalizing  our  coinage  would  lie  advantageous,  would  you  not  think  it 
desirable,  in  order  to  prepare  the  public  mind  for  the  change,  at  once  to  pass  an 
Act  for  carrying  it  into  effect,  leaving  it  to  the  discretion  of  the  Government,  by 
Order  in  Council,  to  say  when  the  change  should  take  place? — I  cannot  tell 
whether  that  would  be  desirable,  or  that  a  certain  time  should  be  fixed  from  which 
it  should  take  effect.  If  it  were  decided  upon  at  this  moment,  I  do  not  think  it 
should  commence  earlier  than  January  1855. 

967.  Would  not  an  Act  of  Parliament  prepare  the  minds  of  the  public,  and 
direct  their  attention  to  a  matter  which  they  were  certain  would  take  place  at  no 
distant  period  ? — Yes,  that  is  very  desirable, 

968.  Mr.  Kinnaird.'}  Have  you  turned  over  in  your  own  mind  any  mode  that 
you  could  recommend  to  the  Committee  for  facilitating  the  transition  ? — Some  of 
our  clerks,  to  whom  I  mentioned  the  matter,  raised  an  objection  that  we  should 
have  to  deal  with  farthings  again,  which  would  be  very  inconvenient,  the  mils 
being  in  fact  worse  than  farthings.  I  think  it  would  be  exceedingly  inconvenient 
in  large  transactions  to  force  farthings  or  mils  into  the  calculations  that  we  should 
have  to  deal  with.  I  think,  therefore,  that  as  we  have  hitherto  excluded  all  parts 
of  a  penny,  consisting  of  four  farthings,  from  our  calculations,  so  I  should  in 
public  accounts,  and  in  mercantile  as  well  as  in  banking  accounts,  exclude  all  frac- 
tions of  tire  five-mil  piece ;  that  is  to  say,  that  the  last  column  should  contain 
only  the  figure  5;  it  should  be  5,  or  10,  or  15,  or  20,  or  25  mils,  and  it  would 
be  as  much  recognised  in  the  public  accounts  as  in  commercial  accounts,  as  it  is 
now  recognised  that  we  exclude  farthings. 

969.  Chairman.']  Could  not  that  difficulty  be  met  in  this  way ;  that  if  the 
fraction  of  account  was  over  2  Jrf.,  we  should  consider  it  as  one  more,  namely,  six, 
instead  of  five  mils,  and  if  under  2jrf.,  that  we  should  reckon  it  as  four  instead  of 
five  mils  ?— I  think  it  would  be  much  less  troublesome,  if  it  were  six,  to  call  it  five ; 
and  if  it  were  eight  or  nine,  to  call  it  five  ;  and  if  it  were  only  one,  two,  three,  or 
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R^  C.  X'  jB€«aii>   four  mils,  that  we  should  not  take  it  into  account  at  all.     Then  of  course  we 
^*  should  receive  and  pay  bills  or  money  in  the  same  way,  and  it  would  be  as 

' "        generally  recognised  as  it  is  now  recognised  that  we  have  nothing  to  do  with 

7  Jme  1853-      farthings. 

970.  Mr.  Kmnaird.']  Have  you  ever  met  with  any  complaint  from  customers 
for  not  including  farthings  ?*— I  never  heard  of  it ;  if  a  halfpenny  by  any  chance 
finds  its  way  into  the  cash,  we  throw  it  on  one  side,  and  take  care  not  to  mix  it- 
with  the  pence,  and  perhaps  they  add  it  to  the  next  halfpenny  they  find,  but  it 
very  rarely  occurs  that  a  halfpenny  is  paid  in. 

971.  Chairman.l  You  see  no  objection  to  accounts  being  kept  in  the  manner 
referred  to?-— I  see  no  objection  to  keeping  them  always  in  five-mils,  it  would 
facilitate  calculations  exceedingly. 

972.  In  the  transition  state  from  pounds,  shillings,  and  pence,  to  pounds, 
florins,  and  mils,  would  it  very  much  facilitate  the  change  if,  whenever  a  bill 
was  accepted  in  pounds,  shillings,  and  pence,  it  stated  also  on  the  face  of  it  how 
many  mils  it  was,  as  we  do  with  francs  ? — But  then  it  is  so  taken  by  the  party 
here.  If  1  have  a  bill  brought  to  me  drawn  in  roubles  or  in  francs,  I  give  pounds, 
shillings,  and  pence  for  the  bill,  and  when  I  receive  the  amount  i  receive  pounds, 
ahillinga,  and  pence.  In  this  case  we  should  have  to  take  the  bill  in  pounds, 
shillings,  and  pence,  and  should  not  receive  it  in  pounds,  shillings,  and  pence, 
but  in  pounds,  florins,  and  mils. 

973.  Supposing  you  made  it  a  condition  before  you  took  the  bill  that  the 
number  of  mils  should  be  stated  upon  the  face  of  it? — The  two  sides  of  the 
ledger  would  not  agree,  because  you  would  have  it  entered  on  on&  side  of  the 
ledger  in  pounds,  shillings,  and  pence,  and  on  the  other  side  in  pounds,  florins, 
and  mils.  I  would  suggest  that  the  difficulty  would  be  surmouuted  by  a  strong 
recommendation  or  a  positive  Act  on  the  part  of  Parliament,  that  bills  drawn 
previously  to  the  date  of  the  alteration,  but  falling  due  subsequent  to  the  altera- 
tion, should  be  drawn  without  shillings  or  pence  at  all ;  I  believe  there  would  be 
no  difficulty  with  mercantile  bills,  or  with  traders',  in  arranging  the  shillings  and 
pence  either  in  cash,  or  by  carrying  them  into  the  next  account. 

974.  Mr.  KinnairtL]  You  would  of  course  adopt  the  same  mode  with  regard  to 
carrying  over  the  pence  at  the  end  of  the  year?-~I  think  we  should  probably 
request  our  customers  at  the  end  of  the  year,  that  is,  on  the  31st  December  1 854, 
supposing  the  change  to  take  efiect  on  the  1st  Jaauary  1855,  ^^  c'^>^  ^^^^^  ^^ 
even  balance.  Public  attention  would  be  so  drawn  to  the  thing,  that  if  a  recom- 
■lendation  of  the  sort  weie  made,  persons  would  in  their  ca^  transaction 
endeavour  to  meet  that  difiiculty,  which  would  fiEtll  as  much  upon  them  as 
upon  us. 

975.  Mr.  J.  B.  Smith.']  Suppodng  a  bill  from  a  foreign  country  were  drawn 
for  400/.  5  s.  €d.,  and  when  it  arrived  at  maturity  the  new  system  of  coinage 
were  adopted,  where  would  be  the  difficulty  in  receiving  400  L  2  florins  and  75 
mils  ?— There  would  be  no  more  difficulty  than  if  the  bill  were  drawn  in  francs ; 
I  have  no  doubt  that  the  plan  I  suggest  of  drawing  in  even  amounts  would  be 
adopted  abroad  as  well  as  at  home,  because  merchwts  here  would  tell  their  cor* 
respondents  to  draw  upon  them  in  even  amounts. 

976.  Would  not  parties  soon  learn  the  habit,  as  soon  as  the  new  plan  was 
adopted,  of  putting  over  the  figures  pounds,  florins*  and  mils  ? — Yes,  but  while 
the  pounds,  shillings,  and  pence  prevailed  you  must  enter  an  account  in  your 
discount  led^^er  in  pounds,  shillings,  and  pence. 

977.  Chatrman.'l  Is  there  any  further  information  that  yon  can  give  us  ? — A  great 
objection  is  felt  by  many  gentlemen  with  respect  to  anything  like  an  increase  in  the 
fU'ice  of  postage  stamps,  but  it  appears  to  me  that  in  practice  nol)ody  would  feel  such 
an  increase  as  would  be  involved  in  an  advance  from  four  farthings  to  five  mils ;  the 
poor  would  not  feel  that,  because  the  number  of  letters  written  by  them  is  so 
small  that  even  with  their  means  it  would  be  intperceptible ;  take  a  labouring 
man  at  15^.  a  week;  I  should  think  if  you  were  to  assume  that  he  wrote  50 
letters  in  the  year,  that  would  be  much  beyond  the  mark ;  if  he  were  to  pay  five 
mils  for  each  stamp,  that  being  250  mils,  we  have  no  difficulty  in  reducing  that 
into  2  -J  florins,  or  5  *.,  but  he  pays  now  50  pence,  or  4  *.  2  i?.,  and  therefore  in 
the  course  of  the  year  he  would  pay  lO^f.  more  for  his  postage ;  I  think  that  couki 
hardly  be  considered  an  hardship.  Take  the  other  extreme ;  persons  in  the  habit 
of  using  a  large  quantity ;  we  use  a  considerable  number;  the  bulk  we  charge  to 
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our  country  corre»poudeDt8  ;  therefore  I  am  not  speaking  of  tbose^  but  in  respect    JZ*  C.  L.  Bewtm. 

of  our  own  private  letters,  including  those  written  by  five  partners,  the  stamps  ^' 

we  use  come  to  about  100/.  a  year,  being  about  24,000  stamps,  or  something      >j  jnne  ii'i'\. 

like  76  per  day ;  what  difference  would  it  make  to  us  if,  instead  of  paying  100  /. 

a  year,  we  paid  120/.  a  year;  I  do  not  think  anybody  could  complain  of  so 

small  an    alteration   as  that,  while  it  would  put  several  hundred  thousand  pounds 

into  the  Exchequer,  which  we  should  get  in  some  other  way ;  for  instance,  when 

the  income  tax  or  property  tax  is  reduced  to  5  d.  it  will  be  very  little  above  two 

per  cent,,  but  supposing  it  were  made  two  per  cent.,  and  we  were  made  to  pay 

five  mils  for  a  stamp,  it  would  not  be  a  loss  to  the  Exchequer,  and  the  public 

would  not  regret  the  exchange. 

978.  Mr.  J.  B.  Smith.']  The  plan  you  propose  would  be  an  increase  of  20  per 
cent,  upon  the  postage  stamp? — That  is,  you  would  get  10  for  a  shilling  instead 
of  12. 

979.  In  your  opinion,  supposing  the  excess  of  receipts  over  and  above  the 
present  receipts  from  the  penny  postage  would  enable  Parliament  to  take  off 
the  duties  on  butter  and  cheese,  or  articles  of  that  kind,  the  working  classes  in 
particular  would  receive  the  full  equivalent  ? — Yes,  I  think  much  more  than  an 
equivalent ;  because  I  do  not  think  that  the  lower  classes  pay  for  the  postage 
stamps,  but  they  are  paid  for  by  people  engaged  in  commerce. 

980.  Mr.  Moody.]  Any  increase  in  the  amount  of  ferry  tolls,  where  people 
are  going  backwards  and  forwards  to  their  work,  would  make  a  considerable 
difference  to  them  ? — That  is  a  diflScult  question,  of  course ;  but  I  think  that  some 
arrangement  might  be  made  which  would  be  fair  for  both  parties. 

981.  Where  tolls  are  fixed  by  Act  of  Parliament,  it  would  involve  a  change  of 
the  Act?— You  must  not  inflict  any  injury  on  parties  who  possess  a  right  under 
an  Act  of  Parliament. 

982.  Chairman.']  Where  workmen  are  passing  daily,  there  might  be  an  arrange- 
ment for  their  buying  tickets  at  a  certain  price  r — Just  so  ;  tliey  might  buy  ux 
for  25  mils. 

983.  Mr.  /.  JB.  Smithy  Your  transactions  are  generally  in  large  sums? — X  am 
sorry  to  say  that  we  have  a  good  many  small  ones. 

984.  You  never  pay  anything  less  than  one  penny  ? — We  have  nothing  to  do 
with  anything  less  than  a  penny. 

985. 'What  is  the  smallest  cheque  you  have  paid? — I  cannot  say  what  is  the 
smallest  cheque  I  ever  saw.  It  is  very  seldoai  that  a  cheque  is  drawn  for  less 
than  2  /.  or  3  /. 

98(3.  When  you  calculate  interest,  do  you  calculate  farthings  ?— We  always 
use  tables  for  the  calculation  of  interest 

987.  When  the  interest  comes  to  the  fraction  of  a  penny,  do  you  abate  it  ? — 
If  a  farthing  or  halfpenny,  we  always  abate  it. 

988.  On  both  sides  of  a  long  interest  account,  you  take  no  notice  of  the  fraction 
of  a  penny  ? — We  give  and  take,  and  bring  it  as  near  as  we  can. 

989.  Is  it  not  the  custom,  when  the  fraction  comes  to  the  halfpenny,  to  charge 
nothing,  and  when  it  comes  to  three  farthings,  to  charge  1  d.  ? — ^It  is. 

990.  Dealing  as  you  do  in  large  sums,  you  cannot  give  the  Committee  an  idea  of 
the  effect  that  these  changes  would  have  on  parties  who  deal  in  small  stuns  ? — 
I  cannot. 

Mr.  Samuel  Lindsey^  called  in  ;  and  Examined. 

991.  Chairman^  WHERE  do  you  reside  ?— 68,  Lower  Marsh,  Lanibeth.  Mr.  S.  UncUey. 

992.  What  are  you  ? — Grocer  and  Tea  Dealer. 

993.  The  Board  of  Trade  wrote  you  a  letter,  to  ask  your  views  w  to  the  effect 
whiph  the  change  in  the  currency  would  have  upon  the  lower  classes  of  the  com- 
munity, with  whom  it  is  understood  you  are  extensively  engaged,  receiving  as 
many  as  a  thousand  farthings  in  the  week? — I  believe  that  is  the  case. 

994.  Do  you  think  that  if  the  poor  man  received  25  farthings  for  the  6dL,  where 
he  now  receives  24  farthings,  there  would  be  any  difficulty  in  his  readily  adopting 
the  change? — No,  I  think  not  at  all. 

995.  Do  you  think  there  would  be  any  unpleasant  feeling  on  the  part  of  the 
poor  ? — No  ;  I  ihink  no  dissatisfaction  at  all  would  be  felt. 

^96.  From  what  I  have  heard,  probably  no  house  in  London  has  more  extensive 
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Mr.  S.  Linduif.     dealings  with  those  classes,  or  receives  a  larger  number  of  farthings  in  the  wedc 

— than  yourself? — I  should  think  there  are  a  great  noany  farthings  in  our  neigbbour- 

7  June  1853.      hood  ;   it  is  a  very  low  one. 

997.  Have  you  any  opinion  to  express  as  to  what  the  names  of  the  new  coins 
should  be  ?— I  have  not. 

998.  Do  you  think  we  should  continue  to  call  this  lower  denomination  farthings  ? 
— I  think  the  lower  classes  would  like  it  better. 

999.  Would  they  not  continue  to  call  them  so  ? — I  think  they  would  for  a 
time. 

1000.  Do  you  think  it  desirable  that  it  should  be  stated  on  each  piece  the 
number  of  farthings  or  mils  that  it  represents  ? — I  do. 

1001.  As  regards  the  mil  being  of  somewhat  less  value  than  the  present 
farthing,  would  not  the  trade  soon  accommodate  itself  to  giving  a  quantity  of  tea 
or  sugar,  or  anything  else,  to  correspond  with  the  value  of  the  money  received  ?-- 
It  would  soon  tind  its  level. 

1002.  Competition  would  soon  bring  it  down  r — No  doubt  of  it. 

1003.  You  buy,  of  course,  to  a  considerable  extent  ? — Yes. 

1004.  Would  it  be  a  great  convenience  in  your  accounts  if  they  were  arranged 
in  tenths,  or  decimally  ? — I  should  think  it  would,  but  it  would  require  practice 
to  learn  the  system. 

1005.  Instead  of  having  to  carry  1  at  20  when  you  deal  with  shillings,  and  1  at 
10  when  you  get  to  pounds,  you  would  have  a  calculation  of  10  throughout? — 
No  doubt  that  would  simplify  it. 

1006.  What,  in  your  opinion,  would  be  the  effect  of  the  change  in  the  system 
of  copper  coinage  upon  those  with  whom  you  are  engaged  in  your  transactions? — 
I  think  the  lower  classes  at  first  would  feel  a  great  dissatisfaction  in  the  change  of 
the  copper  coinage,  as  they  would  probably  think  they  were  not  getting  their  full 
value. 

IC07.  Would  it  be  a  sufficient  explanation  to  them,  that  for  the  sixpence  they 
had  only  received  24  farthings,  but  that  now  they  had  25  mils? — When  they 
understood  that,  they  would  be  perfectly  satisfied  ;  but  the  lower  classes  are  apt  to 
fancy  everything  is  against  them. 

1 008.  Mr.  J.  B.  Smith.]  You  liave  heard  my  questions  to  the  former  witnesses 
as  regards  the  plan  of  adopting  a  different  unit,  so  as  to  retain  the  present  shilling 
as  a  common  coin ;  which  would  you  prefer,  the  shilling  or  the  florin  ? — I  should 
prefer  the  shilling. 

1009.  You  think  that  the  working  classes  would  understand  better  putting 
down  1,700  as  17^.,  than  to  put  it  down  as  '850  ? — I  think  so,  decidedly. 

1010.  If  that  plan  were  adopted,  you  would  see  but  little  inconvenience  in 
adopting  the  copper  coins  ?- — I  see  but  very  litde  inconvenience  as  regards  the 
copper  coins,  but  very  great  inconvenience  if  you  do  away  with  the  shilling. 

101 1.  Do  you  not  reckon  the  price  of  most  of  your  articles  in  shillings  ? — Yes  ; 
everything  is  bought  in  shillings. 

1012.  The  shilling  is  a  much  more  important  coin  to  the  working  man  than  the 
pound  ? — Yes ;  in  our  business  we  pay  37  «.,  or  38  ^.,  or  50^.  for  sugar  ;  we  never 
introduce  the  pound  at  all. 

1013.  And  you  buy  coffee  at  so  many  shillings  per  hundredweight? — We  do. 

1014.  Are  the  working  classes  in  the  habit  of  buying  articles  in  small  quantities  ? 
— Yes.  I  get  all  sorts  of  customers,  because  I  am  near  the  railway  3tation  ;  but 
we  have  some  customers  who  come  for  quarter  of  an  ounce  of  tea,  and  in  one  shop 
I  had,  we  used  to  sell  in  the  course  of  the  week,  1,300  quarter  pounds  of  sugar, 
and  very  nearly  as  many  quarter  ounces  of  tea. 

1015.  In  those  cases  where  the  fraction  of  a  penny  is  below  the  farthing,  how 
do  you  manage  it? — ^The  public  always  manage  that,  because  they  would  not  buy 
half  an  ounce  of  tea  at  3  ^.  8  (/.,  but  half  an  ounce  of  tea  at  3  ^.  4  cf.,  or  4  ^. 

1016.  Does  it  not  often  happen  that  you  have  a  fraction  of  half  a  farthing  ? — 
That  could  only  be  in  the  sale  of  half  an  ounce  of  i  s.  coffee. 

1017.  Suppose  a  person  bought  a  quarter  of  a  pound  of  a  1  «.  article,  which 
w  ould  cost  1 2  i  mils  under  the  new  coinage,  would  you  not,  in  that  case,  charge 
13  mils  ? — We  must  either  take  the  advantage  or  give  it. 

1018.  You  would  not  be  likely  to  give  the  public  the  advantage  ? — We  are  very 
liberal ;  I  do  not  know  how  that  would  be. 

1019.  Supposing  the  coinage  could  be  so  adapted  as  that  a  quarter  of  a  pound 
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of  a  1  ^.  article  could  be  bouciht  without  any  fractions,  so  that  the  public  might 
lose  nothing,  would  not  that  be  a  great  advantage  ? — No  doubt. 

1020.  Is  a  shilling  a  very  common  price  for  articles? — Not  in  our  business. 

1021.  You  are  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  very  desirable  to  keep  the  shilling  ? 
— I  think  the  shilling  would  be  desirable. 

1022.  Chairman^  Is  it  possible  to  issue  any  cuin,  be  it  what  it  might,  which 
will  meet  the  constant  fluctuations  in  tea,  sugar,  coffee,  and  other  articles  ? — No. 

1023.  ^^  i^  ^^re  right  to-day,  it  would  be  wrong  to-morrow  ? — Yes. 

1024.  Would  not  the  buyer  soon  understand  that  one  florin  was  precisely  the 
value  of  2  8.  ? — Yes. 

1025.  Sir  W.  Clay.']  You  are  aware  that  the  shilling  would  still  remain  as  a 
coin  ? — Yes,  it  would  represent  50  mils,  and  the  public  would  soon  learn  that. 

1026.  Mr.  /.  B.  SfHtth.]  Do  you  ever  make  use  of  balf-farthings  ? — No. 

1027.  Have  you  ever  seen  them? — I  have;  they  were  introduced  into  our 
neighbourhood,  but  the  public  would  not  have  them. 

1028.  Is  it  a  custom  with  you,  when  you  meet  with  fractions  less  than  a 
farthing,  to  give  some  article  in  exchange  ? — Our  goods  never  come  to  less  than 
a  farthing  in  any  way. 

1029.  ^^^  think  that  a  half-farthing  would  be  of  no  use  ? — No  use  at  all. 


Mr.  S.  Lindsey^ 


7  June  1853. 


Mr.  Charles  Mecking^  called  in  ;  and  Examined. 

1030.  Chairman.']  YOU  are  a  Draper,  I  believe,  on  Holborn-hill  ? — -I  am. 

1031.  Are  you  in  the  habit  of  selling  both  large  and  small  quantities  in  a  very 
extensive  way  ? — I  am. 

i  032.  You  have  heard  the  evidence  given  by  the  last  witnesses  with  respect  to 
what  they  consider  to  be  the  advantages  of  a  decimal  coinage  ;  do  you  take  the 
same  view  as  they  do? — A  decimal  coinage  would,  in  my  opinion,  facilitate  every 
transaction  of  business,  and  the  transition  would  be  practicable  in  books  of 
account^  even  if  the  new  denomination  as  well  as  the  old  denomination  of  coins 
were  in  circulation  at  the  same  time,  if  that  were  necessary,  by  keeping  separate 
columns  in  the  ledgers,  just  as  we  do  now  in  our  French  bought  ledger,  where  we 
put  all  our  transactions  in  francs,  and  then  in  English  money,  by  which  means  we 
can  always  balance  our  accounts.  It  facilitates  the  transaction  very  much,  and  as 
a  proof  of  the  decimal  coinage  being  very  easy,  I  may  state  that  in  France  women 
Iceep  a  great  portion  of  the  books. 

1033.  -Are  you  of  opinion  that  the  present  coins  and  the  new  coins  circulating 
simultaneously  would  instruct  the  people  sooner  in  the  comparative  value  of  the 
new  coins  ? — I  think  they  would,  judging  from  my  own  experience  in  travelling.  I 
think  that,  in  journeying  up  the  Rhine,  you  find  that  people  very  readily  under- 
stand the  various  coins,  and  soon  become  intimately  acquainted  with  the  respective 
values  of  the  coins.  I  think  the  people  would  soon  become  intimately  acquainted 
with  the  coins  if  they  were  circulated  together  ;  and  I  think  that  if  a  day  were 
fixed,  say  at  the  expiration  of  three  or  six  months,  for  the  withdrawal  of  the  old 
coin  and  the  exclusive  use  of  the  new,  and  all  persons  arranged  their  books 
by  that  time,  a  little  determination  and  resolution  would  soon  complete  the 
matter. 

1034.  You  have  heard  what  has  been  suggested  as  to  dividing  the  pound  into 
1,000  parts,  and  the  florin  into  lOO  parts,  and  that  those  coins  should  be  marked 
v/xlh  the  number  of  mils  they  represent ;  would  not  that  very  soon  familiarize 
«every  class  of  the  people  with  the  coins,  and  teach  them  that  25  mils  were  of  the 
same  value  as  6  </.,  and  50  mils  of  the  same  value  as  1  s,  ? — Yes,  if  pounds  and 
florins  are  to  be  retained  in  deeds  and  accounts.  We  know,  just  after  the  French 
revolution,  they  altered  their  coinage,  and  the  people  soon  became  acquainted  with 
it  when  everything  was  reduced  into  practice. 

1035.  Sir /F.  Clay.]  Do  you  think,  with  reference  to  some  objections  that 
have  been  stated  as  to  the  inconvenience  to  the  lower  classes  in  making  pur- 
chases to  a  very  small  amount,  that  they  would  soon  learn  that  the  five-mil  piece 
was  of  more  value  than  a  penny,  and  that  therefore  they  would  only  deal  with  those 
shopkeepers  who  gave  them  an  equivalent  in  the  value  of  the  goods? — I  think 
there  would  be  no  practical  injury  done  to  the  poor. 

1036.  Chairman^  If  the  four-mil  piece  were  issued,  six  of  those  and  one 
xsil  making  67/.,  and  the  coins  were  permitted   to  circulate  together,  would 
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Mr.  C.  Meeking.    not  the  poor  more  readily  associate  their  ideas  with  the  four-nril  piece  than  the 

five-mil  piece  ? — I  think  they  would. 

7  June  1853.  1037.  Would  you  have  a  one^mil  piece,  a  two-mil  piece,  a  three-mil  piece  or 

four-mil  piece,  and  a  five-mil  piece ;  or  one-mil  piece,  three-mil  piece,  and  five- 
mil  piece ;  or  one-mil  piece,  two-mil  piece,  and  four-rail  piece ;  which  do  you 
think  would  be  most  convenient  to  the  public  service  ? — I  would  have  one,  two, 
three,  four,  and  five-mil  pieces. 

1038-40.  You  would  have  one-mil  piece  and  five-mil  piece? — Yes,  and  two, 
three,  four-mil  pieces. 

1041.  Chairman.]  Would  you  prefer  a  one-mil  piece,  three-mil  piece,  and 
five-mil  piece  ? — My  business  does  not  give  me  an  opportunity  of  answering  that 
question,  quite  decidedly. 

104'j.  Have  you  thought  what  would  be  the  effect  of  changing  the  name  from 
a  farthing  to  a  mil  ? — I  have  not  thought  of  it,  but  I  should  suppose  that  any 
term  would  be  adopted  with  great  facility  as  long  as  it  was  not  a  foreign  terra. 

1043.  We  have  had  some  evidence  which  induces  us  to  suppose  that  it  would 
very  much  facilitate  education  in  schools  ? — I  am  so  much  engaged  in  my 
business,  that  I  am  sorry  to  say  I  have  not  given  that  subject  much  attention ;  but 
I  should  think  the  more  simple  you  make  arithmetical  calculations,  the  better  it 
would  be. 

1044.  Mr.  J.  B.  Smith.]  You  have  heard  the  examination  of  different  persons 
as  to  retaining  the  shilling  in  preference  to  the  florin,  as  the  coin  most  adapted  to 
the  working  classes  ;  what  is  your  opinion  on  that  point? — I  would  abolish  the 
name  of  pound,  florin,  pence,  and  farthings,  and  use  shillings  and  mils  only, 
whether  in  books  of  account  or  legal  instruments,  using  the  shilling  as  a  unit, 
and  mils  for  the  fractional  parts  of  that  coin ;  or,  instead  of  writing  1  /.  10*.  6^., 
say  15^.  25  m,,  using  two  columns  for  money  in  lieu  of  three,  making  the  florin 
the  unit,  and  stamping  it  the  shilling-piece  or  100  mils. 

1045.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  better  to  retain  the  pound  sterling,  and  to  divide 
it  into  1,000  parts,  florins,  cents,  and  mils? — No;  I  would  name  the  pounds 
"Ten-shilling  piece,"  and  decimate  the  shilling  into  rails. 

1046.  Would  you  prefer  that  a  unit  of  ios.  should  be  taken  to  admit  of  1*. 
being  the  coin  most  adapted  to  common  uses;  for  instance,  10  mils,  one  penny; 
jorf.,  one  shilling;  10^.,  one  pound? — I  do  not  comprehend  the  question. 

1047.  If  you  had  to  express  15*.  6d.  of  the  present  money,  you  would  write  it 
1j550? — Yes  ;  or  more  simply,  for  books  of  account,  15^.  25  m.,  if  the  single 
shilling  and  not  the  two-shilling  piece  be  the  unit. 

1048.  Would  that  be  easier  than  having  to  write  it  ,775?— No;  I  do  not  think 
it  would  be  easier  to  write  it,  but  it  would  be  more  suitably  expressed  by 
15^.  25  »i. 

1049.  Would  it  not  be  better  understood  by  the  working  classes? — It  might  at 
first,  but  after  a  month  or  so  775  would  be  quite  as  intelligible  to  them. 

1050.  Are  you  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  more  desirable  to  retain  the  pound 
sterling  as  at  present,  and  keep  the  florins  as  shillings,  in  preference  to  the  unit 
of  105.? — I  do  not  think  I  could  give  any  definite  opinion,  as  perhaps  experience 
only  could  determine  accurately  whether  the  shilling  should  be  the  unit.  (See 
Answer  1044.)  In  reference  to  the  foregoing,  if  three  columns  should  be  deter- 
mined upon,  perhaps  pounds,  florins  or  2  ^.,  and  mils,  would  be  the  best. 

1051.  You  are  in  the  habit  of  buying  French  goods,  I  believe? — Yes. 

1052.  You  are  aware  that  their  measurements  are  on  a  decimal  system? — Yes. 

1053.  Do  you  think  it  desirable  to  adopt  a  decimal  measurement  in  Eng- 
land ? — Very  much  so ;  and  at  the  same  time,  if  possible,  that  you  alter  the 
coinage  ;  and  also  in  weights. 

1054.  Do  you  think  they  should  be  simultaneous? — Yes. 


G.  Arbuthnot^Esq. 


George  Arbuthnot^  Esq.,  called  in  ;  and  Examined. 

1055.  Chairman.]  ARE  you  Chief  Clerk  in  the  Treasury  ? — ^I  am  Auditor  of 
the  Civil  List,  a  Treasury  office,  with  duties  assigned  to  it  analogous  to  those  of 
an  Assistant  Secretary. 

1056.  You  are  conversant,  I  believe,  vnth  what  took  place  when  the  change 
was  made  in  Ireland  in  altering  the  13^.  for  12^^.? — I  have  k>oked  through 
the  proceedings  of  the  Treasury  on  the  subject.  An  entire  change  had 
been  eff^ected  in  that  case  of  the  system  of  the  currency  of  Ireland,  and  theife 
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were  a  great  many  points  to  arrange  by  the  Treasury  ;  but  the  only  point  which  G.  Arbuthnot,  ^sq. 

seems  to  apply  particularly  to  the  proposed  alteration  of  the  coinage  here,  is  that        

which  relates  to  the  conversion  of  the  Irish  penny  into  the  denomination  of  the      7  J^9  '^53- 
British  penny. 

1057.  Tell  us  under  what  Act  of  Parliament  and  under  what  regulations  the 
first  transaction  took  place  ? — The  Irish  currency  was  one-thirteenth  more  than 
the  English,  or  rather,  the  value  of  the  pound  Irish  was  one-thirteenth  less  than 
the  English.  The  difference  arose  in  the  time  of  the  rebeHion,  when  James  was 
in  Ireland  opposing  the  Crown,  and  being  short  of  funds,  in  order  to  find  the 
means  of  paying  his  troops,  he  depreciated  the  currency,  and  it  remained  in  that 
state  up  to  the  time  of  passing  the  Act  of  6  Geo.  4,  c.  79. 

1058.  Mr.  Bali]  The  actual  difference  was,  I  believe,  136?.  Irish  made  1  s, 
English? — As  regards  the  shilling,  that  was  the  precise  difference.  The  effect 
was,  that  the  silver  coin,  then  the  current  money,  became  overvalued  by  the  addi- 
tion of  one-twelfth  to  its  nominal  value  ;  the  same  overvaluation  would  extend  to 
the  gold  coin,  when  that  became  the  current  money  of  the  country,  and  the  poun4 
sterling  would  represent  the  value  of  1/.  1^.  8d.  Irish  currency.  Regarding  the 
proceedings  of  the  Treasury  in  the  matter  of  the  copper  coin  of  Ireland,  I  will,  as 
the  best  information  I  can  give  to  the  Committee,  read  a  memorandum  I  have 
made  upon  looking  over  the  Treasury  Minutes. 

[^Tke  Witness  read  the  same^  as  follows  .] 

By  the  Act  6  Geo.  4,  c.  79,  for  the  assimilation  of  the  currency  and  monies  of  account 
throughout  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  it  was  provided  (sec.  11), 
that,  after  a  day  to  be  named  by  proclamation  (by  his  Majesty  and  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland),  the  silver  and  ^old  coins  of  Great  Britain  should  be  current  in  Ireland  at  the 
same  rate  of  pence  as  in  Great  Britain,  and  not  as  heretofore  in  Ireland,  viz.,  the  silver  6rf. 
at  6  d.  instead  of  6  J  c?.,  and  so  on. 

By  the  following  section  (12)  it  was  enacted  that,  on  like  proclamation,  Irish  copper 
money  might  be  brought  into  the  Bank  of  Ireland  and  exchanged  there  for  British  copper 
(.*oin,  at  the  rate  of  12  pence  British  for  13  pence  Irish,  and  that  thereafter  the  Irish  copper 
-coin  should  cease  to  circulate. 

After  the  passing  of  this  Act,  proclamations  were  passed  regarding  the  gold  and  silver 
coins,  in  pursuance  of  the  11th  section. 

A  new  copper  coinage  had  at  the  time  been  ordered,  but  as  it  was  not  ready  for  issue,  . 
proceedings  under  the  12th  section  were  suspended.     This  copper  money,  when  com- 
pleted, was  ordained,  by  proclamation,  to  be  current  and  lawful  money  of  the  United  King- 
<lom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  with  a  limitation  of  the  tender  at  12  d. 

No  steps  were  however  taken  for  withdrawing  the  Irish  copper  money  irom  circulation. 
It  was  probably  felt  that,  as  there  was  no  inducement  to  people  to  bring  in  13  Irish  pence 
for  the  purpose  of  getting  them  exchanged  for  12  pence  oi  the  currency  of  the  United 
Kingdom,  any  proclamation  for  that  purpose  would  be  nugatory.  The  two  descriptions  of 
<;oin  remainea  in  consequence  for  some  months  in  concurrent  circulation ;  representations 
were  then  made  to  Government  by  trading  bodies  and  others,  of  the  great  inconvenience 
to  commerce  which  resulted  from  this  atate  of  things,  and  it  was  decided  to  adopt  the 
course  of  making  the  copper  money,  formerly  coined  expressly  for  Ireland,  current  in  the 
United  Kingdom  at  the  same  rates  as  the  copper  money  of  £ngland,  and  that  recently 
-coined  for  the  United  Kingdom. 

The  Treasury  submitted  a  case  for  the  opinion  of  the  Attorney  and  Solicitor-general, 
whether  the  King  could  legally  be  advised  to  issue  a  proclamation  for  this  purpose.  Their 
opinion  was  to  the  following  effect : — 

'*  We  think  the  King  by  his  proclamation  may  give  a  new  value  to  the  Irish  copper  coin, 
and  render  it  current  throughout  the  United  Kingdom;  but  as  the  Act  6  Geo.  4,  c. 70, 
s.  12,  has  expressly  provided  that  there  shall  be  delivered,  at  the  said  Bank  of  Ireland,  to 
every  person  bringing  in  and  delivering  such  copper  coin  of  the  currency  of  Ireland  a  sum 
in  the  current  copper  coin  of  Great  Britain,  after  the  rate  of  12  pence  of  such  British 
copper  coin  for  every  13  pence,  or  26  halfpence,  of  such  copper  coin  of  the  currency  of 
Ireland,  so  to  be  brought  in  and  delivered  at  the  said  Bank  of  Ireland,  we  think,  when  the 
coin  is  called  in,  it  must  be  exchanged  at  the  rate  fixed  in  tlie  Act,  unless  another  Act 
rshould  in  the  meantime  pass,  introducing  a  new  regulation  upon  the  point,  in  conformity 
to  the  new  nominal  value  of  the  coin. 

(signed)        J.  S.  Copley. 

SerjeanU'  Inn,  22  June  1826.  Chs.  Wether  ell. 

In  pursuance  of  this  opinion,  proclamations  were  issued  in  England  and  Ireland, 
declaring  the  copper  coin  of  the  latter  country  to  be  current  coin  of  the  United  Kingdom, 
-at  the  rate  of  12  pence  to  the  shilling. 
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G.  ArbuthnotfEsq.       The  12th  section  of  the  Act  fell  to  the  ground,  as  no  proclamation  was  issued  in  Ireland 
' ^_         for  calling  in  that  coin,  and  no    further  enactment  was  passed    by  Parliament  on  tlie 

7  June  1863.       "^''''^*- 

3  0.59.  Chairman.']  Were  there  any  disturbances  in  Ireland  owing  to  that  change  ? 
— None  at  all. 

1 060.  Notwithstanding  the  peasantry  might  suppose  thatthey  were  losing  a  penny  ? 
— I  never  heard  that  there  was  any  difficulty ;  but  they  had  the  two  coins  in  con- 
current circulation,  and  very  probably  the  inconvenience  of  having  two  pennies  of 
different  value  was  so  great,  that  they  were  prepared  to  iiave  it  adjusted.  A 
similar  measure  of  late  y^^rs  was  introduced  into  the  Isle  of  Man,  and  was  the 
cause  of  riots  and  great  discontent. 

1061.  The  holder  of  13  Irish  pence  could  go  to  the  Bank  df  Ireland  and  receive 
an  English  shilling  ? — It  required  a  proclamation  to  be  issued,  which  never  was 
issued. 

1062.  Mr.  Ball]  It  was  declared  that  after  a  certain  day  the  Irish  copper 
coins,  which  previously  had  been  at  the  rate  of  13  pence  to  the  shilling,  should 
pass  at  the  rate  of  12  pence  to  the  shilling? — Yes. 

1063.  So  that  every  person  holding  Irish  pence  gained  in  proportion  of  13 
to  12  ? — ^Yes,  but  he  lost  in  purchasing  power. 

1064.  Chairman.]  He  neither  gained  nor  lost  ? — Theoretically  he  neither  gained 
nor  lost ;  but  practically  I  think  the  change  involved  some  grievance  upon  the 
receiver  of  pence.  Take  any  small  article,  such  as  two  eggs  sold  for  a  penny, 
it  is  clear  that  a  person  would  get  only  24  instead  of  26  for  the  shilling. 

1065.  Mr.  Ball.]  In  that  illustration  the  smaU  dealer  would  gain? — Yes;  but 
the  buyer  w^ould  lose.  I  think  that  in  all  cases  you  will  find  depreciation  of  a 
coin  more  popular  than  appreciation. 

1066.  Let  us  put  the  case  of  a  person  having  Irish  copper  coin  in  his  hand  at 
the  time  of  the  change,  that  person  who,  before  the  change,  received  for  13  pence 
Irish  a  shilling,  would,  on  the  day  following,  receive  a  shilling  for  only  12 
pence  Irish,  and  would  therefore  gain  a  penny? — If  that  transaction  took  place. 

1067.  Did  it  not,  in  fact,  take  place? — It  is  but  very  rarely  that  a  poor  person 
wants  to  get  a  shilling  for  12  pence;  the  usual  course  is  to  get  change  for  a 
shilling. 

1068.  In  the  case  of  a  person  receiving  wages  of  10  d.  per  day,  he  would, 
after  the  change,  in  12  days  receive  120  pence,  or  105.,  whereas,  before  the 
change,  he  would  receive  less  than  io«.? — Reasoning  it  in  that  point  of  view,  the 
holder  of  a  penny  would  be  a  gainer  if  he  continued  to  receive  lorf.  a  day; 
but  the  practical  question,  I  fancy,  depends  upon  the  purchasing  power  of  the 
penny,  which  would  not  be  altered  immediately  on  the  change. 

1069.  Chairman.]  In  point  of  fact,  the  individual  holding  13  pence  was, 
practically,  neither  a  gainer  nor  loser  in  exchanging  them  for  a  shilling,  but  if 
he  went  to  market  he  would  find  13  pence  were  better  than  12  pence? — Yes;  and 
for  that  reason,  probably,  it  was  not  necessary  to  issue  a  proclamation,  and  the 
coins  remain  in  circulation  to  this  day.  In  the  case  of  Ireland,  from  the  con- 
current circulation  of  two  coins  of  the  same  name,  but  of  different  values, 
I  apprehend  there  was  great  difficulty  in  ascertaining  what  the  penny  really  was; 
it  created  great  confusion  in  all  transactions,  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  con- 
fusion that  existed  facilitated  the  change  very  much. 

1070.  Mr.  Ball.]  Is  it  your  opinion  that,  by  creating  difficulties,  an  uneasiness 
would  be  felt  which  would  lead  to  the  change  ? — I  think  so,  if  it  were  not  so 
great  as  to  cause  serious  inconvenience. 

1071.  Chab^ian.]  Were  any  steps  taken  by  Government  to  prevent  miscon- 
ception on  the  part  of  the  holders  of  Irish  pence? — Nothing  was  done  but  to 
issue  a  proclamation ;  authorized  tables  were,  however,  published,  showing  the 
rate  at  which  Irish  money  was  to  he  converted  into  English  money. 

1072.  Nothing  like  riots  took  pluce  ? — No;  I  believe  the  change  gave  general 
satisfaction  in  the  country,  so  much  inconvenience  having  been  experienced  in 
transactions  carried  on  between  Ireland  and  England. 

1073.  JVIr.  Ball.]  Can  you  state  whether  any  reports  were  received  by  the 
Treasury  or  the  Home  Office  at  that  period  from  the  public  departments  in  Ireland 
with  reference  to  the  cause  for  making  the  change,  and  the  results  of  it  ? — It 
originated  in  representations  from  commercial  bodies,  I  believe  ;  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce  at  Belfast,  for  instance,  made  representations,  and  Mr.  Hill,  who  was 
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then  Assistant  Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  was  sent  to  Ireland  to  obtain  informa-  g.  Arbuthnot,  Eif. 
tion  on  the  spot.  

1074.  This  was  before  the  change? — Before  the  change  ;  a  great  deal  passed  in       7  June  1853. 
personal  communication,  which  is  not  on  record. 

1075.  You  are  not  able  to  state  whether  there  were  any  written  reports  made 
on  the  change  ? — There  were  no  written  reports  made. 

1076.  Was  the  change  in  Ireland  effected  peaceably,  and  without  any  demon* 
stration  on  the  part  of  the  populace,  under  any  notion  that  an  injustice  was  done 
to  them  ? — Yes.  I  wrote  the  memorandum  to  which  I  have  referred  whilst  I  was 
in  Ireland,  and  I  made  inquiries  there  on  the  subject,  and  was  told  that  there  was 
no  difficulty  on  the  subject,  I  asked  among  my  friends  who  recollected  the  change, 
whether  any  inconvenience  arose,  and  they  all  said  they  did  not  recollect  that  the 
people  complained. 

1077.  Mr.  Ball.']  The  suggestion  you  have  made  with  reference  to  fractions 
is  based  upon  the  assumption  that  half  mils  would  be  coined  ? — I  presume  you 
refer  to  a  paper  of  mine,  in  the  hands  of  the  Chairman,  in  which  I  proposed  that, 
in  case  it  should  be  determined  to  decimalise  our  currency  by  rating  the  farthing 
at  the  looth  of  a  florin  or  the  i,oooth  of  a  pound,  it  would  be  necessary  to  lay 
down  some  plain  rule  (as  was  done  in  the  case  of  the  Irish  currency)  for  dealing 
with  fractions  which  will  arise  in  the  conversion  of  payments  from  the  present  to 
the  new  denomination.  I  suggested  that  all  fractions  of  three- fourths  and  upwards 
of  a  mil  should  be  counted  as  a  mil ;  fractions  of  one-fourth  to  three-fourths,  as 
half  a  mil;  and  that  all  fractions  below  one-fourth  should  be  excluded.  By  this 
scheme  the  difference  would  never  exceed  one-fourth  of  a  mil.  I  assumed  half 
mils,  because  half  farthings  exist  as  a  legal  coin,  though  they  are  not  used  in 
England  at  present. 

1078.  Does  it  appear  to  you,  following  the  experience  of  Ireland,  that  any 
serious  inconvenience  in  effecting  the  contemplated  change  would  be  found,  if  a 
proclamation  were  issued  declaring  that  the  existing  farthing  should  henceforth 
pass  as  one  mil  or  i,oooth  part  of  a  pound  sterling,  other  coins  filling  the  links 
in  the  chain  of  decimal  coinage  being  issued  at  the  same  time?— It  must  be 
borne  in  mind  that  the  change  proposed  now  is  in  the  opposite  direction  of  that 
effected  in  Ireland ;  there  the  copper  money  was  appreciated ;  and  even  if  that 
change  had  been  attended  with  difficulty,  it  would  not  follow  that  a  similar  diffi- 
culty would  arise  from  a  depreciation,  as  is  now  proposed,  of  our  present  copper 
money.  As  regards  the  transactions  of  the  common  people,  I  do  not  think  any 
serious  difficulty  would  occur ;  I  think  it  would  be  rather  desirable  to  retain  the 
penny. 

1079.  ^y  name  do  you  mean  ? — If  it  were  retained  in  fact,  it  would  never  alter 
its  name  in  common  usage. 

1080.  Do  you  mean,  while  retaining  the  penny,  to  fix  its  value  at  jj^th 
instead  of  its  present  rate  of  the  ^J^th  part  of  a  pound  ? — Exactly.  I  think  people 
are  so  much  habituated  to  the  use  of  pence,  and  the  equal  division :  our  currency 
has  so  long  proceeded  upon  the  system  of  equal  division,  that  is,  division  by  two, 
that  it  would  be  particularly  inconvenient  to  the  lower  classes  to  deprive  them  of 
it.  To  divide  by  two  is  the  most  simple  process  of  calculation  ;  you  have 
farthing,  halfpenny,  and  penny. 

1081.  Chairman.']  That  would  defeat  the  object  of  decimalising? — No,  it 
would  leave  the  lower  denominations  of  coin,  for  practical  purposes,  in  their 
present  state,  but  they  nnght  be  adapted  to  a  decimal  system  by  a  slight  alteration 
of  the  value  for  which  they  pass  current. 

1082.  Mr.  Ball.]  Have  you  applied  your  mind  to  a  consideration  of  the  best 
mode  of  meeting  the  difficulty  as  to  the  price  of  the  postage  staujp,  and  especially 
as  regards  the  tolls  of  bridges  and  ferries? — I  think  there  would  be  great  difficulty 
as  to  the  tolls;  for  instance,  when  1  was  walking  over  Hungerford  Bridge  the 
other  day,  having  paid  the  halfpenny  toll,  it  occurred  to  me  that  if  the  proprietors 
received  only  two  mils,  they  would  lose  four  per  cent. 

1083.  Chairman.]  If  you  were  to  allow  them  to  take  three  mils  for  two  years, 
and  two  mils  thenceforward,  they  wculd  probably  be  neither  gainers  nor  losers? 
— I  do  not  know  how  the  public  would  be  satisfied  with  that. 

1084.  Mr.  Ball.]  A  suggestion  has  been  made  that  the  loss  for  the  future  might 
be  bought  off  by  a  small  increased  toll  for  the  present  ? — ^That  would  materially 

0.66.  N  affisct 


Digitized  by 


Google 


98 


M1]*UTEB  OF  EVIDENCE  TAKEN  BEFORE  THE 


a.ArbuihMtfE^.  affect  persona  constantly  using  the  bridge.     I  do  not  see  bov  any  change  ^f 

system  can  be  effected  without  giving  and  taking.    I  should  think  that,  in  the  (Siae 

7  June  1853.       oif  tolls  that  vary  up  to  hi^:ier  sums,  they  might  be  ec^alised  very  well. 

1 085.  Chairman.]  Would  there  oot  be  a  practical  difficulty  itt  ascertaining,  ia 
tke  case  of  a  sixpenny  toll  and  a  peony  toll,  Ikiw  much  you  are  to  add  to  the  ane 
and  deduct  from  the  other  ? — In  my  last  answer,  1  had  in  mind  such  cases  as  cob^ 
veyaaee  by  railwaiy,  where  the  charges  involve  an  aggregate  of  small  rates.  In 
the  case  of  sm^dl  individual  tolls^  there  would  no  doubt  be  difficulty.  None  woaM 
attend  the  adjustieent  of  a  sixpetmy  toll,  a  sixpenny  piece  being  the  quarter  of  a 
florin ;  but  it  would  not  be  easy  to  adjust  a  penny  toll  equitably  and  at  the  sam 
tine  cDiwenieiMtly.  It  ie  very  troublesome,  when  the  toll  is  not  an  even  cow ;  m 
tba  neigbbourhood  of  D^bliQ  ttieie  is* a  toll  of,  I  think,  3  ^cL^  and  it  is  a  perpelwa 
grievance  constantly  to  have  10  look  for  a  farthing. 

1  o86«  Might  that  difficulty  be  obviated  by  selling  for  iMtance  six  tickets  for 
25  mils? — I  do  not  think  thai  that  would  suit  the  common  people;  they  may 
have  a  halfpenny  ready,,  biu  may  net  be  prepared  to  invest  6(2.  in  tickets.  Even 
in  other  classes^  it  would  only  suit  persons  in  the  frequent  habit  of  using  the 
bridge.    It  would  deter  casual  passers. 


Jovi4r  9^  dk  JutkU,  1&63. 
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WILLIAM  BROWN,  Esq.,  in  the  Chair. 


The  Dnke  of 
Leinster. 

9  June  1853. 


The  Duke  of  Leinster^  Bxamined. 

1087.  Chmrmun.]  WE  are  informed  that  yoar  Grace  Ims  paid  some  attention 
to  the  subject  of  the  introduction  of  a  decimal  coinage  r — I  have. 

uoSSL  And  that  yon  can  also  give  us  some  information  as  to  the  effect  of  a 
change  tiiat  took  placer  some  years  ago  in  the  currency  in  Ireland  ?— Yes. 

1089.  Wiii  you  have  the  goodness  to  state  what  took  place  on  that  occasion  ? 
— 1  think  it  whs  in  the  year  1826  that  the  currency  was  changed  from  Irish  into 
English. 

1090.  Did' any  difficulty  arise,  or  was  any  objection  made  on  the  part  of  the 
humbler  classes? — There  was  a  little  difficulty  at  first,  until  the  matter  was  per- 
fectly understood  ;  but  tables  were  published,  and  every  explanation  given,  which 
removed  all  difficulty. 

1091 .  I  believe  an  English  1  s,  and  an  Irish  1  s.  were  concurrently  in  circulation? 
— There  was  an  Irish  1  5. ;  but  the  coinage  was  so  very  bad  that  the  Bank  of 
Ireland  at  one  time  issued  a  loef.  token  instead  of  having  a  new  coinage. 

»092.  Do  you  recollect  how  long  those  10  d.  tokens  continued  to  circulate  r — 
Until  the  new  currency  came  in. 

1093.  Was  any  objection  made  to  the  locf.  token  on  the  part  of  the  peasantry 
or  other  parties  accustomed  to  the  shilling  ? — No  ;  I  believe  they  were  very  glad 
to  get  them,  because  the  Irish  shilUngs  were  dreadful;  in  getting  change  for  a 
sovereign  you.  would  probably  receive  three  or  four  bad  shillings.  The  Irish  cur- 
rency in  1804  and  1805  was  in  a  dreadful  state. 

1094.  Mr.  Kinnaird.]  Did  that  continue  for  some  timer — Until  the  change  in 
the  currency,  which  was  somewhere  about  the  year  1 826. 

1095.  Mr.  BalLj  Do  you  conceive  that  the  change  in  Ireland  was  greatly 
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fecilit&ted  by  tbe  fact  that  the  copper  coiiMige  was  incveased  in  value  ;  that  is,       j],^  i^^j^  ^f 
vas  made  equal  in  value,  by  the  proclamatioD  that  was  issued,  to  the  'English  ?-—  Leimter. 

I  do  not  think  that  it  had  any  effect.  ■ 

1096.  Do  you  conceive  that  it  would  have  been  as  easily  carried  out  if  it  had       94l«m'#8B9. 
been  tbe  other  ^ay? — Just  the  same;  we  used  to  have  Ei^lisb  pence  passing 

current  at  tbe  same  time. 

1097.  Were  they  received  as  of  a  different  value? — ^The  English  pence  were 
not ;  the  shilling  was. 

1098.  You  could  only  obtain  the  English  shilling  in  exchange  for  13  pence 
Irish  ? — Just  so. 

1099.  Chairman.]  I  understand  your  Grace  to  say,  that  after  tbe  change  took 
|>)ace  the  Irish  money  was  turned  into  English  money,  and  was  received  without 
difficulty  by  the  peasantry  throughout  tlie  country  r — Certainly. 

1 100.  Did  no  feeling  exist  on  their  port,  tl)at  as  13  [lence  bad  passed  for  a  shil- 
]m^  and  only  12  (lence  afterwards,  they  were  sustaining  the  loss  of  a  penny? 
— ^At  first  they  did  think  so,  but  after  a  short  Itroe  they  found  out  that  it  made  no 
difference. 

1101.  Mr.  Kifmaird.']  May  I  ask  what  steps  were  taken  to  facilitate  the 
ohange  by  making  it  intelligible  to  tbe  lower  orders? — ^lables  were  [njfolished  in 
sheets  by  the  Governnient,  which  gave  every  explanation. 

1 102.  Chairman.]  In  the  event  of  it  change  taking  place  from  pounds,  dhillings, 
and  pence,  to  decimals,  how  do  you  consider  that  tliMe  decimals  should  be  divided ; 
our  attention  havin<{  hitherto  been  confined  to  pounds,  florins,  cents,  and  mils  ? 
*— I  would  rather  divide  them  into  pounds,  florins,  and  mils. 

1103.  That  is  only  three  denominalions  ? — Only  three  denominations. 

1104.  Inasmuch  as  6d.  and  1^.  are  in  circulation,  one  being  of  the  relative 
value  to  tbe  florin  of  25  mils  for  6d.  and  the  other  50  mils  for  1^.,  do  you  con- 
sider it  desirable  to  withdraw  them  at  an  early  period,  or  to  allow  them  concur- 
rently to  circulate?  — I  would  allow  them  to  circulate  as  change. 

1105.  How  many  coins  below  the  6d.  would  you  think  necessary  to  answer 
the  convenience  of  trade;  would  you  recommend  the  i-mil  piece,  the  3-mil 
piece,  the  5-mil  piece;  or  l-mil  piece,  2-rail  piece,  3-mil  piece,  4-mil  piece, 
and  in  addition,  a  10-mii  piece?— 1  think  the  i-mil  piece,  5-mil  piece,  and  10- 
mil  piece  would  be  sufficient  for  the  purpose. 

1106.  Would  not  some  difficulty  arise  between  a  5-rail  piece  and  a  lo-mil 
piece,  for  this  reason,  that  you  could  neither  make  three  nor  two? — I  would  give 
in  exchange  three  i-mil  pieces,  I  think  it  desirable  not  to  have  too  many  coins, 
three  copper  coins  bein^,  in  my  opinion,  sufficient. 

1107.  Do  you  propose  that  the  lO-mil  piece,  being  twice  the  size  of  the  pre- 
sent |)enny,  should  be  of  silver  or  copper? — I  think  it  would  be  most  convenient 
in  silver- 

1108.  Have  you  thought  of  the  advantages  that  might  arise,  not  only  at 
present  in  the  system  of  counting,  but  in  the  education  of  the  rising  generation, 
by  the  adoption  of  a  decimal  coinage? — I  have  no  doubt  but  that  it  would  give 
great  facilities. 

1109.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  many  gentlemen,  who  now  are  obliged  to  employ 
stewards  or  accountants  to  settle  their  accounts,  from  the  difficulties  existing 
under  the  present  system,  might  without  too  much  trouble  attend  to  those  matters 
themselves? — 'I  have  no- doubt  of  it. 

1110.  Mr.  Kinnaird.]  I  believe  you  are  in  the  habit  of  loo  ing  very  much  to 
your  own  accounts  ? — Yes ;  and  I  should  find  it  a  very  great  assistance. 

nil.  Chairman.]  Can  you  form  any  opinion  of  the  per-centage  of  labour 
that  it  would  save  in  the  schools? — I  am  afraid  I  cannot. 

1112.  Would  it  create  any  inconvenience  with  the  public  generally  if  we 
adopted  liie  decimal  coinage  altogether?— I  believe  that  after  12  months  it  would 
be  brought  into  general  use. 

1113.  If  book  accounts  were  kept  in  pounds,  florins  and  mils,  would  that  he 
a  morti  convenient  mode  of  keeping  them  than  tlie  present? — Yes. 

1114.  Calculations  of  interest,  and  other  matters  of  tliat  kind,  might  be  made 
more  easily  ? — Yes^ 

1115.  Mr.  Kinnaird.']  I  think  you  are  in  the  habit  of  superintending  the  pay- 
ment of  wages ;  do  you  take  pains  to  give  to  your  labourers  particular  change? — 
Yes,  I  am  very  particular  in  giving  them  conveuient  change. 

0.66.  N  2  1116.  Mr. 
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He  Duke  of  1116.  Mr.  J.  B.  Smith.^   As  regards  the  change  in  the  Irish  currency,  are 

Leinster.  y^^  aware  whether  the  articles  of  1  s.  value  of  the  old  coinage  were  sold  at  1  s. 

^  under  the  new  coinage  ? — I  believe  they  were  reduced,  in  conformity  with  the 

9  June  1853,  new  coinage. 

1117.  And  of  course  the  working  classes  found  that  they  could  purchase  the 
same  amount  of  commodity  as  they  did  with  the  old  coin? — Certainly. 

1 1 1 8.  When  they  found  that,  of  course  they  were  satisfied  with  the  change  ? — 
Certainly. 

1119.  Chairman 'j  The  quantities  sold  accommodated  themselves,  in  that  case, 
to  the  value  of  the  money  received? — Just  so. 

1 120.  Are  you  aware  that  engineers  and  men  who  have  to  make  diflScult  calcu- 
lations generally,  even  now  adopt  decimals  in  preference  to  any  other  system  ? — 
I  believe  so.  I  remember  that  Mr.  Oldham  of  the  Bank  of  Ireland  told  me  that 
the  5/.  notes,  10  L  notes,  and  100/.  notes,  used  to  be  put  up  in  packages  of  dozens, 
but  that  he  directed  the  clerks  to  put  them  up  in  tens,  and  that  the  greatest  con- 
venience resulted  from  that. 

1121.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  the  great  facility  with  which  the  habits  of 
the  people  in  the  north  of  Ireland  were  changed  at  one  period,  the  linen  merchants 
having  up  to  that  time  usually  carried  about  a  large  amount  of  gold  and  silver, 
when  it  was  suggested  that  an  attempt  should  be  made  to  induce  the  weavers  to 
take  bank  notes ;  and  that  the  parties  were  soon  so  reconciled  to  the  change,  that 
although  they  knew  that  gold  and  silver  was  at  hand,  they  never  applied  for  it? 
— I  know  they  would  rather  have  the  one  pound  note  that  is  now  in  circulation  in 
Ireland  than  the  sovereign. 

1 122.  Mr.  J.  B.  Smith,]  Has  not  that  confidence  in  the  one  pound  note  arisen 
from  the  establishment  of  joint-stock  banks  in  Ireland  ? — No, 

1 1 23.  Had  they,  previously  to  that,  sufficient  confidence  in  the  notes  of  private 
bankers?— They  would  rather  have  the  1  /•  note  of  the  Bank  of  Ireland  than  a 
sovereign. 

1124.  Did  that  arise  from  the  facility  of  carrying  it  about? — Just  so. 

1 1 25.  Chairman.]  We  have  hitherto  spoken  of  sovereigns,  ficrins  and  mils ; 
do  you  tliink  that  those  would  be  the  best  names  to  adopt,  substituting  rails  for 
farthings? — I  think  it  would  be  better  to  adopt  new  names. 

1 1 26.  Two  modes  have  been  suggested  of  meeting  the  difficulties  which  present 
themselves  as  regards  the  tolls  on  bridges,  &c. ;  one  is,  that  the  toll-keeper  should 
be  authorised  to  take  a  little  more  on  one  class  of  toll,  and  a  little  less  on 
another,  so  that  he  might  be  neither  a  gainer  nor  a  loser.  Another  was,  that 
he  should  be  permitted  to  receive  five  mils,  the  present  toll  being  i  d.,  for  five 
years,  which  would  be  20  per  cent,  addition,  and  would  furnish  him  with  an 
annuity  to  compensate  him  for  a  loss  of  four  per  cent,  by  taking  four  mils  after- 
wards ;  would  you  be  kind  enough  to  state  which  of  the  two  plans  you  consider 
most  practicable  ?— I  think  the  latter  would  be  the  fairest  and  simplest. 

1127.  A  difficulty  is  felt  by  some,  because  it  would  be  saddling  the  present 
generation  with  a  higher  charge  to  benefit  posterity ;  do  you  think  that  the  public 
would  feel  aggrieved  by  that? — It  is  so  very  trifling,  that  the  benefit  to  result  from 
it  would,  in  my  opinion,  be  a  sufficient  compensation. 

1 128.  Mr.  J.  B.  Smith.]  Your  Grace  has  informed  us  that  you  take  some  pains 
in  paying  your  labourers  their  wages  in  convenient  coins ;  do  you  make  use  of 
farthings  in  the  payment  of  their  wages? — They  are  not  much  in  circulation  in 
Ireland. 

1129.  Are  farthings  much  used  by  the  working  classes  in  the  purchase  of  small 
articles? — I  do  not  think  that  they  are. 

1130.  Mr.  Moody.]  Does  your  Grace  recollect  whether  the  farthing  was  in 
circulation  under  the  old  coinage? — Yes,  I  think  it  was. 

1131.  Practically,  you  have  not  made  much  use  of  it? — I  have  not  made  much 
use  of  it.     It  may  be  in  circulation. 

1 132.  Chairmxin.]  As  your  Grace  is  perfectly  aware  that  the  object  we  have  in 
view  is  to  facilitate  the  transactions  of  the  country,  without  injuring  any  interest, 
I  will  ask  whether  you  have  any  further  information  to  give,  which  may  assist 
ns  in  arriving  at  such  a  conclusion? — I  have  not;  I  think  that  the  change,  if 
adopted,  would  be  a  very  great  benefit  to  the  community. 

1133.  Mr. 
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1133.  Mr.  Kinnaird.]  Do  you  think  that  tlie  adoption  of  a  decimal  coinage 
first,  to  be  followed  by  decimal  weights  and  measures,  would  be  a  great  improve* 
ment  ? — A  very  great  improvement. 

Mr.  James  Laurie  called  in;  and  further  Examined. 

1134.  Mr.  J.  B.Smith.]  HAVE  you  any  further  explanations  to  give,  or  any 
tables  to  submit  to  the  consideration  of  the  Committee,  in  addition  to  your  former 
evidence? — I  have. 

{The  Witness  read  the  following  statement :) 

"  In  accordance  with  the  request  of  an  honourable  Member  of  the  Committee 
(William  Brown,Esq.),  that  I  should  prepare  a  table  for  adjusting  the  postage  stamp, 
tolls,  &c.,  I  beg  to  present  Table  8,  which  shows  that  4  farthings,  or  1  penny,  are 
=44§^jj  mils  of  a  decimal  £.;  and  Table  9,  showing  that  4  mils  are=3^  farthings; 
5  mils=4^  farthings,  or  1  Jd.  Hence  no  adjustment  can  be  effected  between  these 
coins.  Therefore,  if  the  postage  stamp  is  to  be  4  mils  in  future,  the  Government  will 
lose  4  per  cent,  by  the  change;  or,  in  other  w^ords,  would  have  to  carry  250  letters 
instead  of  240,  as  is  now  the  case.  If  5  mils  be  charged,  the  Government  will 
gain  20  per  cent.,  as  200  letters  would  then  only  be  carried  instead  of  240. 


The  Duke  of 
Leinstir. 

9  June  1853. 


Mr.  jr.  Laurie. 


'*  Toll  Bars,  &c. 

"  As  the  penny  cannot  be  represented  under  a  decimal  coinage,  the  question 
arises,  how  provision  is  to  be  made  for  those  local  tolls  throughout  the  kingdom 
where  the  charge  is  one  penny  and  its  aliquot  parts. 

"  If  the  toll-keeper  receives  but  four  mils  be  is  a  loser  to  the  extent  of  four  per 
cent.,  and  if  he  receives  five  mils,  he  gains  20  per  cent. 

^^  I  apprehend  this  difficulty  may  be  met  by  compounding  with  the  toll-keeper, 
either  in  money  or  time.  In  money  by  a  present  payment,  which  shall  be  an 
equivalent  to  the  four  per  cent,  loss  he  would  sustain  by  taking  four  mils  instead 
of  four  farthings ;  or  in  time,  by  allowing  him  to  exact  five  mils  for  a  given 
period,  as  an  equitable  compensation  for  a  reduction  to  four  mils  for  all  future 
time. 

'^  In  one  case  (present  money  payment  as  a  compensation)  unless  an  Act  of 
Parliament  made  it  specific  on  the  locality  where  the  toll  is  situate,  the  nation 
would  be  taxed  to  meet  a  local  burden,  which  is  objectionable. 

"  In  the  other  case,  the  locality  would  have  to  submit  to  an  increased  charge 
for  a  given  period,  in  order  to  secure  a  reduction  or  advantage,  after  this  period, 
which  seems  equitable. 

"  The  questions  therefore  are : — 

"1.  What  compensation  ought  to  be  made  to  the  toll-keeper  by  a  present 
money  payment,  as  an  equivalent  to  him  for  reducing  his  toll  from  four  farthings 
to  four  mils. 

'^  2.  What  time  ought  the  toll-keeper  to  be  allowed  to  charge  five  mils,  instead 
of  four  farthings,  to  enable  him  to  reduce  his  toll  to  four  mils  in  all  time  to 
come. 

^'  In  answer  to  the  first  question,  it  is  submitted,  that  if  the  penny  toll  produced 
an  annual  income  of  100/.,  the  toll-keeper  would  consequently  lose  4/.  per 
annum ;  and  that  if  the  annual  income  of  the  toll  were  to  be  considered  as  worth 
20  years'  purchase  compensation  for  the  loss  sustained  by  depreciation  of  the 
coinage  would  be  as  stated  in  Table  10,  which  I  beg  to  present,  and  which  shows 
the  present  value,  from  1  /.  to  100?.,  at  and  from  two  to  five  per  cent,  compouud 
interest^  on  a  perpetuity  to  continue  for  20  years. 

"  On  a  loss  of  4 1,  per  annum,  at  £.    s.    d.  f. 

3  per  cent.,  the  value  is  £.  59*510;  59  10     2     2 
3i      n  ditto  56-850;  56  17    -    - 

4  M  ditto  54361  ;  54     7     2     3 

and  so  a  single  payment  of  one  of  these  sums  would  be  an  equivalent  for  the  pur- 
--^^  N  3  chase 
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Mr.  J.  laurie.      cbase  of  every  loo  /.  of  tli€  average  yearly  incouae  of  tbe  toU,  to  secure  its  reduc- 

■~'' tion  to  four  miis  for  all  tmie  to  come. 

9  June  1853. 

*'  If  the  continuation  of  the  toll  be  limited,  and  not  perpetual,  the  per-centage 

should  be  reduced  in  proportion. 

"  In  answer  to  the  second  question,  it  is  submitted  that  as  the  toll-keeper  would 
be  receiving  20  per  cent,  more  than  he  was  entitled  to  by  kw  (being  paid  five 
mils  instead  of  four  farthings),  he  would,  at  the  end  of  five  years,  have  received 
an  additional  sum  for  tolls  equivalent  to  20  years'  purchase  of  the  fee  simple,  and 
that  therefore  the  toll  would  have  to  be  reduced  to  four  mils  at  the  end  of  five 
years. 

^*  In  accordance,  also,  with  the  request  of  another  honourable  Memlier  of  your 
Committee  (J.  B.  Smith,  Esq.),  that  I  should  prepare  a  table,  showing  tbe 
poand  sterling  reduced  into  the  half-pound  sterling  of  10^.,  I  beg  to  present  it. 

**  I  beg  to  state  that,  after  the  most  mature  considers tten  and  reflection  how  the 
change  can  be  made  from  the  pound  sterling  to  a  decimal  currencv,  I  am  of 
opinion  that  this  can  best  be  efltected  by  making  the  florin  the  unit  of  mercsfntile 
accounts;  and  being  the  decimal  of  the  pound  sterling,  it  would  readily  be  under* 
stood  in  all  business  relations,  whether  legal,  fiscal,  commercial,  or  socml,  and  meet 
every  requirement,  without  any  inconvenience  or  derangement  of  present  money 
operations : 

100  centss=i  florin;   10  florins  =1  pound. 

M  hich  is  the  same  as  if  the  pound  sterling  were  divided  into  1,000  mils,  one  cent 
being  of  the  same  value  as  one  mil,  and  both  being  of  greater  value  by  4  per  cent, 
than  the  farthing,  or  in  the  ratio  of  1,000  to  960  of  the  pound  sterling. 

''  The  florin  being  thus  divided  into  100  cents,  would  aflbrd  a  gradual  rise  from 
1  fo  100  cents.,  and  so  meet  wholesale  and  retail  prices,  small  wares  and  groce« 
Pies,  &c.,  in  a  series  of  figures  of  the  sane  denomtnation  and  value,  and  then  by 
florins  and  cents  up  to  any  amount,  A  sum  of  3  79  florins  25  cents,  nvouid  be 
paid  by  £.37.  9  floritis  and  25  cents.  Twi>  columns  or  dtvisbns  in  merchants' 
accounts  and  books  would  only  be  necessary,  and  there  would  only  be  two  deci* 
mals  to  the  florin,  whereas  ttie  pound  sterling  requires  three  and  often  five  figures 
to  express  S.  D.  and  F.,  but  if  divided  into  1000  mils,  there  weuld  still  be  three. 

"  Prices  of  goods  and  produce  would  cease  to  be  given  in  farthings,  pence,  and 
s  hillings,  and  be  stated  in  cents,  and  florins  and  cents.  Rice,  and  other  produce 
sold  in  bond,  say  at  10^.  ^d.  per  cwt.,  would  be  stated  as  5  florins  12 J  cents. 
Coffee  at  56^.  per  cwt.,  would  be  28  florins,  &c.,  and  so  would  prices  in  the 
decimal  coinage  readily  adjust  themselves  to  present  rates.  Produce  would  no 
doubt  be  sold  by  cents  per  the  single  pound  ;  and  the  rise  or  fall  by  ^th  of  a 
cent,  or  12|  cents  per  100  lbs.  ==  ij  per  cent,  on  the  value. 

100  lbs.  coffee,  at  25    cents  =  25  florins,  or  ^&s.  per  cwt, 

100 lbs.        ,,        25  J     „      «=  25  florins,  12  i  cents,  or  56*.  3|d.  per  cent. 

"The  division  of  the  florin  into  100  cents  would  meet  business  transactions 
precisely.  The  present  money  does  not;  and  from  the  great  sub-division  of  prices, 
owing  to  the  extension  of  business  and  new  productions  of  the  country,  &c.,  a  more 
minute  arrangement  of  money  account  is  imperatively  called  for.  The  fractions  of 
a  penny  in  many  mercantile  transactions,  customs  and  excise  duties,  &c.,  are  at 
present  not  expressed.  Hence  this  great  defect  in  public  and  in  private  accounts 
would  be  obviated,  and  lead  to  other  advantages  which  cannot  but  prove  most 
important  and  signal  to  individuals,  the  nation,  and  the  commercial  world." 


[The  JVitness  handed  in  the  suffjoined  Tables :'] 
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Showing  th«  Decimal  f .  of  10  Florin*  of  100  Centsi,  with  their  £qi)uv«J«ots  in  the  £.  Sterling.  •'^''"*  •'•  -^"w. 


Decimal  £. 

Equivalents  per  £.  Sterling. 

Decimal  £. 

Equivalenti  per  £.  Sterling. 

Whmt.  Cint9. 

Far.  100. 

r.    dllOO 

Firm,  Cemts, 

Far.  100. 

£.    ».    d.100. 

0-  0^ 

0'48 

-     012 

0-59 

56-64 

-     1     2-16 

0-   1 

0*96 

-     0-24 

0-59f 

67- 

-     1     2-25 

0*  2 

1*92 

-     0-48 

0-60 

57-60 

-     1     2*40 

0-  3 

2-88 

-     0-72 

0-61 

58-50 

-     1     2^64 

0-  8^ 

3- 

-     0-76 

0-62 

59-52 

-     1     2-88 

0-  4 

8*64 

-     0-96 

0-62i 

60- 

-     1     8- 

0-  & 

4*80 

-     1-20 

0-68 

60-48 

-     1     8^12 

0-  e 

5-76 

-     1-44 

0-64 

61-44 

-     1     ZM 

o'^ 

6* 

-     1-60 

0-66 

62-40 

-     1     300 

0-  7 

«»72 

-     1-68 

0-65^ 

68- 

-     1     8*75 

0-  8 

7-68 

-     1-92 

0-60 

68-86 

-     I     «'84 

0-  d 

8-64 

-     2-16 

6-67 

64-32 

-     1     4*08 

0-  ^ 

9* 

-     2-26 

0-W 

65-28 

-     1     4^82 

0*10 

9-60 

-     2-40 

0-68^ 

66- 

-     1     4-60 

oil 

10^56 

-     2-64 

0-69 

66-24 

-     t     4*66 

0-12 

•         12-62 

-     2-88 

0-70 

67-20 

-     1^     4^80 

0-12^ 

19r 

-     8- 

071 

68-ie 

-     1     *-04 

0-ia 

1*48 

-     812 

0-71J 

69- 

-    1    rt6 

o-u 

ia-44 

-     8-86 

0-72 

69-12 

-     1     W8 

0-15 

14r40 

-     8-60 

078 

70-08 

-     1     W2 

01fl| 

Id- 

-     8-75 

0-74 

71-0^ 

-     1     «6 

016 

16-36 

-     8-84 

0-75 

72- 

-     1     #• 

017 

16-82 

-     4-08 

0-76 

72-96 

-     1     6-24 

0-18 

17-28 

-     4-82, 

0-77 

78-92 

-     1     6-48 

0-18} 

18- 

-   roo 

0-78 

7^88 

-     1     6-72 

0-10 

18-24 

-     4-M 

0-784 

76- 

-     1     6-75 

0-20 

19-20 

-     4-80 

0-79 

75-84 

-     1     6-96 

0*91 

M*16 

«.     6*04 

0«60 

W^SO 

-     1     T^ftO- 

0-21J 

21. 

-     Ih» 

(^81 

7?'*7'6 

-     1     7-44 

0-2« 

21-1« 

-    6^2% 

0-8li 

78- 

-     1     r50 

0-28 

22-08 

-     6-62 

0  82 

78-72 

-     1     7-68 

0-24 

23-04 

-     5-76 

0-88 

79-68 

-     1     7-92 

0.25 

24- 

-     6* 

0-84 

80-64 

-     I     8-16 

0*26 

24-96 

-     624 

0-84^ 

81- 

-     1     8-25 

0-27 

8592 

-     6-48 

0-85 

81'6Q 

-     1     8-40 

0-28 

26-88 

-     6-72 

0  86 

82-56 

-     1     8-64 

0-28J 

27- 

-     6-75 

1          0-87 

88-52 

-     1     8-88 

0-29 

27-84 

-     6  96 

0-87i 

S4- 

-     1     9- 

0-30 

28-80 

-     7-20 

0-88 

84-48 

-     1     912 

0-81 

29-76 

-     7-44 

0-89 

85-44 

-     1     9-36 

0-31^ 

30- 

-     7-50 

0-90 

$6-40 

-     X     9-60 

0-32 

80-72 

-     7-68 

0-90| 

87- 

-     1     9-75 

0-88 

81-68 

-     7  92 

0  91 

87-36 

-     1     9-84 

0-34 

32-64 

-     816 

092 

88-32 

-     1  10-08 

0'84| 

33- 

-     8-26 

0-98 

89*28 

-     1   10-32 

0-36 

83-60 

-     8-40 

0-98i 

$M)- 

-     1   10-50 

0-36 

34-66 

-     8-64 

094 

90»24 

-     1   10-66 

^•37 

85-62 

-     8-88 

0-95 

91-20 

-     1   10  80 

0-87i 

36- 

-     9- 

0.90 

92-16 

-     1    1104 

0-38 

36-48 

-     9-12 

0-96J 

93- 

-     1   11-25 

0-39 

37-44 

-     9-36 

0-97 

93-12 

-     1   11-28 

O-40 

38-40 

-     9-60 

0-08 

94-08 

-     1    11-52 

0-40f 

39- 

-     9-75 

0  99 

9504 

-     1   1176 

■0-41 

39'30 

-     9^84 

100 

96- 

-     2     0' 

0-42 

40-32 

-  10-08 

2-00 

192. 

-4     0- 

0-48 

41-28 

-  10-32 

300 

288- 

-6     0- 

0-434 

42- 

-  10-60 

400 

384- 

-8     0- 

0*44 

42-24 

-  10-66 

5-00 

480- 

-  10     0- 

0*45 

43-20 

-  10-80 

6-00 

576- 

-  12     0- 

0-46 

4416 

-  ir04 

700 

672- 

-  14     0- 

0-46J 

46- 

-  1125 

8-00 

768- 

-  16     0- 

0-47 

46-12 

-  11-28 

900 

864. 

-  18     0- 

0-48 

4608 

-  ir6-i 

10-00 

960- 

1     -     0- 

0-49 

4704 

-  11-76 

20-00 

^         •         . 

2-0- 

0«50 

48- 

1     0- 

30-00 

... 

3-0 

0-51 

48-96 

1     0-24 

40-00 

•         -         • 

4-0- 

0  62 

49-92 

1     0-48 

5000 

•         •         • 

5-0* 

0-63 

60  88 

1     0-72 

60-00 

«        .-         • 

6-0- 

0-53^ 

61. 

1     0-75 

70-00 

... 

7-0- 

0-64 

6fl-84 

1     0-96 

80-00 

• 

8-0- 

0-65 

62  80 

1      1-20 

9000 

•         -         • 

9-0- 

0-66 

63  76 

1      1-44 

100.00 

. 

10     -     0- 

0-66^ 

54- 

1      1-60 

200-00 

•         -         • 

20     -     0- 

067 

54-72 

1      1-68 

500-00 

... 

50     -     0- 

0-58 

55-68 

1     1-92 

1000-00 

•         -         - 
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MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE  TAKEN  BEFORE  THE 


Showing  from  1  to  96  Farthings,  and  their  equivalenta  in  Mils,  oi 

1000th  parU  of  the  Decimal  £. 

Farthinffs. 

Mils,  1000. 

Fartkmffs. 

Mili,   100  0. 

Farthings, 

MiU,l^S^. 

Farthings. 

MiUflooo^' 

1 

1-041 

25 

26041 

49 

51-041 

73 

76-041 

2 

2-083 

26 

27-083 

60 

52083 

74 

77-083 

3 

8126 

27 

28-126 

51 

63126 

76 

78126 

4 

4-166 

28 

29-166 

62 

54-166 

76 

79-166 

5 

6-208 

29 

30-208 

63 

65-208 

77 

80-208 

6 

6-260 

80 

31-25 

64 

66-25 

78 

81-25 

7 

7-291 

81 

32-291 

66 

57-291 

79 

82-291 

8 

8-833 

82 

83-383 

66 

58-338 

.80 

83-333 

9 

9-876 

83 

34-376 

67 

69-376 

81 

84-375 

10 

10*416 

84 

35-416 

68 

60-416 

82 

85-416 

Jl 

11-468 

86 

36-468 

69 

61-458 

83 

86-458 

12 

12-60 

86 

87-6 

60 

62-6 

84 

87-5 

13 

13*541 

37 

38-541 

61 

63-641 

86 

88-541 

14 

14-588 

38 

39-688 

62 

64-583 

86 

89-683 

15 

16-625 

89 

40-626 

63 

66-626 

87 

90-625 

16 

16-666 

40 

41-666 

64 

e6'66Q 

88 

91-666 

17 

17-708 

41 

42-708 

65 

67-708 

89 

92-708 

IS 

18-760 

42 

43-76 

66 

68-75 

90 

93-76 

19 

19-791 

43 

44-791 

67 

69-791 

91 

94-791 

20 

20-833 

44 

45-833 

68 

70-838 

92 

95-833 

21 

21-876 

46 

46-875 

69 

71-875 

93 

96-875 

22 

22-916 

46 

47  916 

70 

72-916 

94 

97-916 

23 

28-958 

47 

48-968 

71 

73-968 

95 

98-958 

24 

25- 

48 

60- 

72 

76- 

96 

100- 

POSTAGE  STAMPS. 

Showing  from  4  to  5  Mils,  or  1000th  parts  of  the  Decimal  jf.,  and  their  equivalents  in  Farthings,  the  Namber  of  Postage  Stamps  which  £.1 

will  purchase  at  each  rate,  and  the  Lms  or  Gain  per  cent,  to  Government. 


Mils. 

Farthhigs. 

Number  of 

Postage  Stamps 

per£.l. 

Loss 
per  Cent. 

Gain 
per  Cent. 

1  00 

4- 

1  no 

240- 

4 

3-84 

250- 

4 

— 

1-8 

8-96 

242-42 

1 

— 

1-4 

4-08 

235-29 

— 

2 

3-8 

4-20 

228-67 

.» 

6 

1-2 

4-32 

222-22 

~ 

8 

6-8 

4-44 

216-22 

— 

11 

3-4 

4-66 

210-53 

— 

14 

7-8 

4-68 

20613 



17 

6 

4-80 

200- 

20 

TOLL  BARS,  &c. 

Showing  the  present  Value  of  a  Perpetuity  of  from  £.  1  to  £.100  per  Annum,  at  20  Years'  Purchase,  at  each  of  the 

followine:  Rates  per  Cent. 


Perpetuity. 

2  per  Cait. 

2\  per  Cent. 

3  per  Cent. 

3}  per  Cent. 

4  per  Coit. 

4i  per  Cent. 

5  per  Cent 

£. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

1 

16-3614 

16-6892 

14-8775 

14-2124 

18-5903 

13-0079 

12-4622 

2 

32-7029 

31-1783 

29  7550 

28-4248 

27-1807 

26-0159 

24-9244 

3 

490543 

46-7675 

44-6324 

42-6372 

40-7710 

39-0288 

37-3866 

4 

65-4057 

62-3567 

59-6099 

56-8496 

64-3613 

52-0318 

49-8488 

6 

81-7572 

77-9468 

74-3874 

71-0620 

67-9516 

66-0397 

62-3111 

6 

98-1086 

93-6360 

89-2649 

86-2744 

81-5420 

78-0476 

74-7733 

7 

114-4600 

109-1241 

104-1423 

99-4868 

951328 

91-0656 

87-2355 

8 

130-8116 

124-7133 

119-0198 

113-6992 

108-7226 

104-0635 

99-6977 

9 

147-1629 

1403026 

133-8973 

127-9116 

122-3129 

117-0714 

112-1599 

10 

168-6143 

156-8916 

148  7748 

142-1240 

135-9033 

180  0794 

124-6221 

Digitized  by 


Google 


SELECT  COMMITTEE  ON  DECIMAL  COINAGE. 

105 

SliowiBf  the  £  tterliag 

Showing  the  £  fterling 

Showing  the  Half  £  of 
1,000  Puts. 

Showing  the  £iterling 

Showing  DoUan  of 

ndueedinto 

reduced 

10  Fbrthingi.1  Pennj. 
10  Pence— 1  Shilling. 

redooed 

100  Cento  redoeed  into 

tfaeHair£oflO«. 

Into  Decima]!. 

into  Dollara  of  4«. 

the  £  sterling. 

10  Shilllngt»>l  Pound. 
Bednced  Into  the  £fterling. 

£«terlg. 
F. 

£ieerig. 
F. 

£iterig. 

F. 

Cents. 

1 

£. 
-002 

H«lf£.»« 

£.     >« 

Hllf£. 

£  sterling. 

DoUs.  CenU. 

100 

1 

•002»* 

1 

•001  •♦ 

F.l 

100 

•000* 

1 

•00  *» 

2 

•004 

2 

•004 '• 

2 

•002  w 

2 
3 

•001 
•001* 

2 

•01" 

3 

-006 

3 

•006» 

3 

•003  « 

4 

5 
6 

•002 

•002* 

•003 

3 

•01  *• 

4 
5 

•008 
•010 

D. 

D. 

7 

•003* 

D. 

6 

•012 

1 

.008» 

1 

•004 '• 

8 

•004 

1 

-02* 

2 

•016« 

2 

•008  » 

9 

•004* 

2 

•04" 

7 

•014 

3 

•025 

3 

•012* 

D.  1 
2 

•005 
-010 

S 

•06  »» 

8 

•016 

4 

•033  » 

4 

•016* 

3 
4 

5 

-015 
-020 
•025 

4 

•08  » 

9 

•018 

5 

•041* 

5 

•020W 

5 

•10  *» 

10 

•020 

6 

•050 

6 

•025 

6 

7 

•030 
•035 

•12*0 

11 

•022 

7 

•058  « 

7 

•029" 

8 

•040 

•14** 

12 

•024 

8 

•066« 

8 

•033  » 

9 

•045 

8 

•16« 

9 

•075  ' 

9 

-037  » 

S.  1 

•050 

9 

•18  7* 

13 

•026 

10 

•083  »* 

10 

•041  •• 

2 
3 

•100 
•150 

10 

.20»* 

14 

•028 

11 

•091  •• 

11 

-045" 

4 
5 
6 

•200 
•250 
•300 

11 

•22  »» 

15 
16 

-030 
•032 

S. 

S. 

7 
8 

•350 
•400 

S. 

17 

-034 

1 

•100 

1 

-050 

9 

•450 

1 

•25 

18 

-036 

2 

•200 

2 

•100 

£.  1 

•500 

2 

•50 

3 

•300 

3 

•150 

2 
3 

1-000 
1-500 

3 

•75 

19 
20 

-038 
•040 

4 

•400 

4 

•200 

4 

2000 

4 

•100 

5 

•500 

5 

•250 

5 
6 

2-500 
3-000 

5 

1^25 

21 

-042 

6 

•600 

6 

•300 

7 
8 

3-500 
4-000 

6 

1-50 

22 

•044 

7 

•700 

7 

•350 

9 

4-500 

7 

1-75 

23 

•046 

8 

•800 
•900 

8 
9 

•400 
•450 

10 

5-000 

8 
9 

200 
2-25 

24 
25 

•048 

9 

-050 

10 

1000 

10 

500- 

Showing  the  £  of  1,000 
Pnm. 

10 

2-50 

26 

-052 

11 

1-100 

11 

•500 

10  Farthingt— Penny. 

11 

2-75 

30 

•060 

12 

1-200 

12 

•600 

10  Pence— 1  ShUliing. 

12 

300 

40 

•080 

13 

1-300 

13 

•650 

10  Shillings— 1  Ponnd. 

13 

3-25 

14 

1-400 
1^500 

14 
15 

•700 
•750 

DeeimaUy  ezpreeeed. 

14 
15 

3-50 
3-75 

50 
60 

•100 

15 

F.l 

£.  -001 

-120 

16 
17 

1-600 
1-700 

16 
17 

-800 
-850 

2 
3 

4 

-002 
•003 
•004 

16 
17 

400 
4-25 

70 
80 

•140 
•160 

18 

1-800 

18 

•900 

5 
6 

•005 
•006 

18 

4-50 

90 

•180 

19 

1-900 

19 

-950 

7 
8 

•007 
•008 

19 

4-75 

DoUan. 

1 

2-000 

£. 

1 

1-000 

9 

D.  1 
2 

•009 

•010 
•020 

£. 

1 

5-00 

1 
2 

•200 
•400 

2 
3 

4-000 
6000 

2 
3 

2-000 
3-000 

3 
4 

5 

•030 
•040 
-050 

2 
3 

10-00 
15-00 

3 

4 

•600 
•800 

4 

8000 

4 

4000 

6 

7 

-060 
•070 

4 

20-00 

5 

1-000 

5 

10000 

5 

5000 

8 

•080 

5 

25-00 

6 

1-200 

6 

12-000 

6 

6-000 

9 

•090 

6 

30-00 

7 

1-400 

7 

14.000 

7 

7-000 

S.  1 
2 

•100 
•200 

7 

35-00 

8 

1-600 

8 

16000 

8 

8-000 

3 

•300 

8 

40-00 

9 

1-800 

9 

18000 

9 

9-000 

4 
5 

•400 
-500 

9 

45-00 

10 

2-000 

10 

20^000 

10 

10-000 

6 

-600 

10 

50-00 

20       1         4-000 

20 

40-000 

20 

20-000 

7 
8 

-700 
•800 

20 

10000 

30       i        6-000 

30 

60000 

30 

30000 

9 

•900 

30 

150-00 

1 

40 

80-000 

40 

40000 

£.  1 

1-000 

40 

200-00 

40       j        8-000 

50 
60 

100000 
120-000 

50 
60 

50000 
60000 

2 
3 
4 

2000 
3000 
4000 

50 
60 

250-00 
30000 

50       {       10-000 
60       ;       12-000 

70 

140-000 

70 

70-000 

5 

6 

5000 
6000 

70 

350-00 

70 

11-000 

80 

160000 

80 

80-000 

7 

7000 

80 

400-00 

80             10-000 

90 

180000 

90 

90-000 

8 
9 

8000 
9-000 

90 

450-00 

90       \      18  GOD 

100 

200000 

100 

100000 

10 

10-000 

100 

500-00 

:oj 

20  000 

Mr.  /.  Laurk. 
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MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE  TAKEN  BEFORE  THE 


Showing  the  £.  Steriing  reduced  into  Florins  of  d#. 

Showing  Florins  of  100  Cents,  reduced  into  the  £.  Sterling. 

'BUfT,  CndM. 

£. 

Fhrht. 

£. 

FlcrifU. 

dnti. 

£. 

CentM. 

£. 

Fiarin*, 

1 

£. 
•100 

Fiorhu, 

£. 

F.\ 

•01  £* 

'    18 

180 

68 

680 

1 

•001 

61 

•061 

2 

•200 

52 

5-200 

3 

.020_8 

19 

IW 

69 

690 

2 

•002 

62 

•052 

3 

•300 

53 

5-300 

% 

•081^^ 

20 

200 

70 

700 

8 

•008 

63 

•063 

4 

•400 

64 

5-400 

JM 

•041« 

21 

210 

71 

710 

4 

•004 

64 

•054 

6 

•600 

55 

5500 

2 

•08A? 

22 

220 

72 

720 

5 

•006 

66 

-056 

6 

•600 

56 

5-600 

3 

•  J250 

23 

230 

73 

780 

6 

•006 

66 

•066 

7 

•700 

57 

5-700 

4 

•16«« 

24 

240 

74 

740 

7 

•007 

67 

•057 

8 

•800 

58 

5-800 

5 

•2083 

26 

260 

75 

760 

8 

•008 

68 

•068 

» 

•900 

59 

5900 

6 

•26 

26 

1       260 

76 

760 

9 

•009 

60 

•069 

10 

1000 

60 

O^OOO 

7 

•291* 

27 

1       270 

77 

770 

10 

•010 

60 

•060 

11 

1100 

61 

O^lOO 

8 

•381? 

28 

i       280 

78 

780 

11 

•Oil 

61 

•061 

12 

1200 

62 

6-200 

9 

.3750 

29 

;       290 

79 

790 

12 

•012 

62 

•062 

13 

1-300 

63 

6300 

10 

•411.6 

80 

1       300 

80 

800 

18 

•013 

63 

•063 

14 

1-400 

64 

6400 

11 

•468? 

81 

310 

81 

810 

14 

•014 

64 

•064 

15 

i-600 

65 

6-500 

8.\ 

•50 

82 

320 

82 

820 

16 

•016 

66 

•066 

16 

1-600 

66 

6600 

2 

TOO 

83 

330 

83 

830 

16 

•016 

66 

•066 

17 

1-700 

67 

6^700 

3 

1^50 

84 

340 

84 

840 

17 

-017 

67 

•067 

18 

1-800 

68 

0^800 

4 

2-00 

86 

360 

86 

860 

18 

•018 

68 

•068 

19 

1-900 

69 

6.900 

5 

2^60 

36 

'       860 

86 

860 

19 

•019 

69 

•069 

20 

2-000 

70 

7000 

6 

3-00 

87 

870 

87 

870 

20 

•020 

70 

•070 

21 

2-100 

71 

7100 

7 

8-60 

88 

880 

88 

880 

21 

•021 

71 

•071 

22 

2-200 

72 

7-200 

8 

4-00 

89 

890 

89 

890 

22 

•022 

72 

•072 

23 

2-300 

73 

7-300 

9 

4^60 

40 

400 

90 

900 

23 

•023 

73 

•073 

24 

2-400 

74 

7400 

10 

6-00 

41 

410 

91 

910 

24 

•024 

74 

•074 

25 

2-500 

75 

7-500 

11 

6-50 

42 

420 

92 

920 

26 

•026 

76 

-076 

26 

2-600 

76 

7-600 

12 

600 

43 

480 

93 

980 

26 

•026 

76 

•076 

27 

2-700 

77 

7-700 

13 

6-60 

44 

440 

94 

940 

27 

•027 

77 

•077 

28 

2-800 

78 

7-800 

14 

7-00 

46 

450 

95 

960 

28 

•028 

78 

•078 

29 

2-900 

79 

7-100 

15 

7-60 

46 

460 

96 

960 

29 

•029 

79 

•079 

30 

3-000 

80 

8-000 

16 

800 

47 

470 

97 

970 

80 

•030 

80 

•080 

31 

3100 

81 

8100 

17 

8-60 

48 

480 

98 

980 

31 

•031 

81 

•081 

32 

3-200 

82 

8^200 

18 

9-00 

49 

490 

99 

990 

32 

•032 

82 

•082 

33 

3-300 

83 

8-300 

19 

9-60 

60 

600 

100 

1,000 

83 

•083 

83 

•088 

34 

3-400 

84 

8-400 

£-  1 

10^00 

61 

610 

200 

2,000 

34 

•034 

84 

•084 

86 

3-500 

85 

8-500 

2 

20-00 

62 

620 

300 

3,000 

85 

•035 

85 

•086 

86 

3-600 

86 

8*600 

3 

30-00 

63 

630 

400 

4,000 

86 

•036 

86 

•086 

37 

3-700 

87 

8-700 

4 

40^00 

f64 

640 

600 

6,000 

87 

•037 

87 

•087 

38 

3-800 

88 

8-800 

5 

60.00 

66 

660 

600 

6,000 

38 

•088 

88 

•088 

39 

3-900 

89 

8900 

6 

60-00 

66 

660 

700 

7,000 

39 

-039 

89 

•089 

40 

4-000 

90 

9-000 

7 

7000 

67 

679 

800 

8,000 

40 

•040 

90 

•090 

41 

4-100 

91 

9-100 

8 

8000 

58 

680 

900 

9,000 

41 

•041 

91 

•091 

42 

4-200 

92 

9^200 

9 

9000 

59 

590 

1,000 

10,000 

42 

•042 

92 

•092 

43 

4-800 

93 

9300 

10 

10000 

60 

600 

43 

•043 

93 

•098 

44 

4-400 

94 

9-400 

11 

110-00 

61 

610 

44 

•044 

94 

•094 

45 

4-600 

95 

9-500 

12 

120-00 
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io8  MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE  TAKEN  BEFORE  THE 

Mr.  WilUam  Miller^  called  in ;  and  Examined. 

Mr.  fV.  Miller.         1 135.  ChairmanJi  ARE  you  one  of  the  Officers  in  the  Bank  of  England  ?— I 

am  one  of  the  Cashiers. 

9  June  1853.  1136.  Have  you  paid  considerable  attention  to  the  currency  of  the  country, 

and  plso  to  the  question  of  decimalising  weights  and  measures  r — I  have. 

1 137.  Our  present  object  being  to  ascertain  how  the  currency  may  be  deci- 
malised with  advantage  to  the  public,  will  you  state  whether  it  is  your  opinion 
that,  from  the  adoption  of  a  decimal  coinage,  great  advantages  would  arise  to  the 
country  by  reason  of  its  being  a  labour-saving  machine  ?— It  is  my  opinion. 

1138.  Have  you  any  idea  how  many  clerks  it  would  save  in  the  Bank  of 
England  ? — I  have  not ;  but  I  may  state  that,  in  the  stock  department  of  the 
Bank  of  England,  the  number  of  accounts  amounts  to  upwards  of  300,000,  and 
calculations  have  to  be  made  on  each  of  these  accounts  every  half  year  for  the 
payment  of  the  dividends. 

1139.  Have  you  any  idea  what  per-centage  of  the  number  of  those  clerks 
might  be  dispensed  with  if  all  the  accounts  were  kept  decimally? — I  have  not. 
Although  the  calculation  appears  very  simple,  it  is  a  complicated  one,  because  of 
the  Income-tax. 

1140.  Mr.  Kinnaird.]  What  number  of  clerks  are  employed  in  the  stock 
department  ? — About  300. 

1141.  Mr.*/.  B.  Smith.']  What  time  is  necessarily  occupied  by  those  300 
clerks  in  making  up  the  dividends  upon  the  stock  every  half  year? — It  is  not  in 
my  department,  and  I  am  not  competent  to  answer  the  question. 

1142.  Do  your  clerks  calculate  interest  by  a  set  of  printed  tables? — ^They  do ; 
I  have  a  copy  of  them  in  my  hand. 

1143.  If  you  adopted  a  decimal  system  of  calculation,  would  it  be  then 
necessary  to  use  tables  ? — I  think  not ;  the  calculations  would  be  so  simple  that 
the  tables  would  be  more  in  the  way  than  an  assistance. 

1 144.  Chairman.]  Having  stated  to  us  the  simplicity  of  the  decimal  system 
over  the  S3'stem  of  pounds,  shillings  and  pence,  will  you  have  the  kindness  to  pre- 
pare a  statement  and  submit  it  to  us  on  a  subsequent  occasion,  showing  distinctly 
the  number  of  figures  used,  and  the  difficulties  that  present  themselves  in  the 
pounds,  shillings  and  pence  system  as  compared  with  the  simplicity  of  the 
decimal  system  ? — I  will  do  so. 

1145.  Mr.  Kinnaird.]  Will  you  also  consider  how  much  time  would  be  saved 
by  the  adoption  of  the  decimal  system  in  the  calculation  of  the  dividends,  so  as  to 
shorten  the  period  of  closir^  the  books  ? — I  will. 

1146.  Chairman,]  What  coins  in  your  opinion  ought  to  be  issued? — I  have 
thought  of  that  matter,  and  have  had  some  correspondence  with  Sir  John  Herschel 
and  several  other  persons  on  the  subject,  as  to  which  would  be  the  best  coinage, 
supposing  any  country  were  about  to  start  afresh  with  a  system  of  coinage.  But 
how  to  deal  with  it  at  present  is  another  question,  and  that  is  the  one  to  which 
I  have  principally  turned  my  attention.  I  have  had  a  great  deal  to  do  in  making 
changes  in  accounts  affecting  a  ^reat  number  of  persons  in  the  Bank,  and  I 'have 
always  found  it  best  to  determine  at  the  beginning  what  it  is  we  wish  to  do,  and 
then  to  ascertain  by  what  easy  mode  we  can  introduce  the  new  plan.  It  has 
always  appeared  to  nic  that  the  best  mode  of  introducing  the  decimal  system  of 
coinage  would  be  in  the  same  way ;  first,  to  consider  what  mode  could  be  best 
introduced  ;  and  then  what  easy  steps  would  lead  to  it.  The  plan  of  the  decimal 
coinage  which  I  think  would  be  most  easily  introduced,  and  which  would  work 
best,  is  one  which  would  not  necessarily  involve  a  change  in  the  mode  of  keeping 
accounts,  but  such  a  system  that  the  two  systems  might  work  together  if  need  be. 
I  should  propose  to  retain  the  sovereign,  to  consist  of  1,000  parts;  and  I  would 
not  alter  the  nomenclature  of  the  present  coins,  with  the  exception  of  the 
'6d.,  which  would  require  a  new  name.  I  would  divide  the  sovereign  into  1,000 
farthings,  the  half-sovereitzn  into  500  farthings,  the  crown  into'  250  farthings,  the 
half-crown  into  125  farthinojs,  the  florin  into  100  farthings,  the  shilling  into  50 
farthings,  and  the  half-shilling  into  25.  After  that  the  pence  are  to  be  considered, 
and  that  is  tlie  most  difficult  part  of  the  subject. 

1 147.  Would  you  recommend  the  withdrawal  of  the  threepenny  and  fourpenny 
pieces  ? — I  should  ultimately  ;  but  I  think  a  long  time  must  elapse  before  it  would 
be  effected,  and  ihey  must  pass  for  something  in  the  meanwhile.  I  should 
preserve  the  nomenclature  of  the  pence  as  at  present,  simply  reducingL4he  value 
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of  the  penny  by  four  per  cent.,  and  you  would  then  have  the  one  farthing,  two     Mr.  W.  Miller. 

farthing,  or  halfpenny,  and  the  four  farthing,  or  the  ordinary  penny ;  the  effect        

of  that  would  be,  that  the  half-shilling  would  pass  for  6^.  and  1  farthing,  and  9  June  1853* 
the  shilling  would  pass  for  12  pence  and  2  farthings.  There  would  be  an 
objection  and  a  strong  feeling  against  the  introduction  of  farthings  into  mercan- 
tile matters;  but  if  the  old  rimmed  penny,  which  is  very  distinct,  both  in  shape 
and  appearance  from  all  other  pence,  and  is  so  much  heavier  that  the  weight 
alone  would  be  sufficient  to  distinguish  it  from  all  the  other  pence,  were  declared 
to  be  raised  in  value  25  per  cent.,  and  declared  to  be  equal  to  five  farthings,  all 
the  difficulty  would  be  obviated;  because  with  that  penny,  without  the  introduction 
of  a  single  farthing,  all  payments  might  be  made;  for  instance,  a  farthing  might  be 
paid  by  giving  the  old  rimmed  penny,  and  receiving  back  an  ordinary  penny,  so 
that  two  farthings  would  be  represented  by  the  present  halfpenny,  four  by  the  pre- 
sent penny,  and  five  by  the  piece  itself.  With  the  present  coins,  you  might  in  that 
manner  have  a  perfect  decimal  system ;  there  would  be  no  new  coin  of  necessity 
introduced,  and  accounts  might  be  kept  decimally  and  paid  by  the  present  coinage. 
The  copper  coinage  in  circulation  at  present  cannot  be  much  more  than  1,000,000/., 
and  between  1797  and  1807  there  was  coined  830,000/.  worth.  A  great  portion 
of  that  was  coined  by  Messrs.  Bolton  and  Watt,  and  the  penny  weighed  an  ounce. 
It  is  said  that  some  portion  of  that  coinage  was  melted  down  during  a  temporary 
high  price  of  copper.  I  do  not  think  that  a  large  portion  of  it  could  'have  been  so 
melted  down,  in  consequence  of  the  large  number  of  those  rimmed  pence  which 
remain  at  present  in  circulation.  You  can  hardly  take  three-pence  but  that  you 
will  receive  one  rimmed  penny;  the  penny  is  very  much  lighter  under  the 
present  mint  regulations,  and  the  raising  the  value  of  the  rimmed  penny 
25  per  cent.,  which  is  a  large  amount  to  increase  the  value  of  a  coin,  would  not 
be  of  any  great  moment,  simply  because  every  person  holds  as  few  copper  coins  as 
possible,  and  the  advantage  to  a  person  would  only  be  an  advantage  to  the  extent 
of  the  copper  he  has  in  his  pocket.  It  is  true  that  it  would  be  an  advantage 
upon  the  whole  amount  in  circulation,  but  that  would  be  insij/nificant,  as  it  is  so 
much  divided,  and  would  be  almost  compensated  by  the  depreciation  of  the 
remainder  of  the  copper  pence,  as  the  farthing  is  the  960th  part  of  the  pound, 
and  by  making  it  the  i,oooth  part  perhaps  it  would  be  neither  a  gain  nor  a 
loss  to  the  holders  of  the  pence.  The  great  objection  to  a  depreciation  in  the 
value  of  the  penny  would  be  with  reference  to  tolls  on  bridges,  turnpike  trusts, 
and  in  cases  where  the  penny  is  particularly  mentioned  as  the  sura  to  be  received, 
or  wherever  revenue  is  derived  from  aggregate  pence. 

1148.  Mr.  Kinnaird.]  Is  the  plan  you  have  given  entirely  your  own? — It  is. 

1149.  Have  you  communicated  it  to  any  one  ? — I  have  communicated  it  to  no 
one.  I  wish  further  to  state,  that  with  that  declaration  as  to  the  altered  value  of 
the  coins,  which  would  be  readily  understood  by  all  classes,  the  two  systems  would 
work  very  well  together,  without  any  alteration  in  the  nomenclature  of  the  coins 
themselves  ;  nor  would  the  present  nomenclature  have  any  anomalies,  because  four 
farthings  would  still  exist  and  be  called  one  penny,  and  the  alteration  of  4  per 
cent,  is  so  slight  that  it  is  not  worth  mentioning;  the  halfpenny  would  still  remain 
a  halfpenny,  but  there  must  be  a  new  name  for  the  five  farthing  piece.  It  might 
be  desirable  to  issue  a  new  coin  often  farthings  which  should  be  a  silver  coin,  and 
might  be  made,  by  depreciating  the  quality  of  the  metal,  of  the  size  of  the  three- 
penny or  fourpenny  piece,  and  the  two  latter  might  be  gradually  withdrawn,  as 
might  also  the  crown  and  half  crowns,  and  so  lessen  the  number  of  coins  in  circula- 
tion ;  for  I  conceive  it  be  an  advantage,  if  all  our  payments  can  be  as  easily  made, 
to  make  them  with  as  few  coins  as  possible. 

1150.  Mr.  Kinnaird.^  You  would  retain  the  florin? — Yes.  We  should  then 
have  the  sovereign,  half  sovereign,  the  florin,  the  shilling,  half  shilling,  the  10- 
farthing  piece,  5-farthing  piece,  4-farthing  piece,  2-farthing  piece,  and  i-farthing 
piece ;  the  4-farthing  piece  to  be  called  a  penny,  and  the  2-farthing  piece  a  half- 
penny. 

1151.  Chairman.]  It  has  been  suggested,  that  in  order  to  average  bridge 
and  similar  tolls,  it  might  be  desirable  to  allow  the  toll-keeper  to  take  five  mils 
for  a  certain  period,  by  which  he  would  gain  i6|  per  cent,  to  compensate 
him  for  the  loss  of  4  per  cent,  by  taking  four  after  a  certain  period ;  do  you 
think  the  difiiculty  might  be  met  in  that  way  ?— I  think  it  a  very  good  plan,  if 
the  turnpike  trustees  would  put  by  the  surplus  to  provide  for  the  perpetual  loss. 

•     1152.  Another  mode  has  been  suggested;  namely,  that  the  toll-keeper  should 
0.66.  O  3  be 
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Mr.  W.MUUr.     be  allowed  to  lake  a  higher  toll  on  one  article,  and  compelled  to  take  less  on 

— another,  so  that  he  might  neither  gain  nor  lose  in  the  ultimate  result  ? — I  am  not 

9  Junt  i863f       prepared  to  give  an  answer  upon  so  difficult  a  point. 

U53'  Do  you  think  it  desirable  to  mark  upon  all  coins  the  number  of  cents  or 
mils  they  represent? — I  think  that  all  silver  coins  should  bear  reference  to 
the  pound  ;  but  that,  as  to  the  copper  coins^  the  number  of  farthings  would  be 
sufficient. 

11.54.  ^i**  Kmn€urd.]  You  would  not  mark  upon  each  coin  the  number  of 
mils? — If  you  retained  the  old  name  of  farthing,  I  should  mark  that  upon  it 
Millet,  in  my  opinion,  is  the  best  name  that  has  been  mentioned  yet. 

1155.  Chairman.'l  Do  you  think  it  desirable  to  issue  a  silver  20-farthing  piece 
to  supersede  the  6d.  ? — I  would  preserve  the  half  shilling.  The  scale  I  have  just 
referred  to,  is  capable  of  binary  division  all  the  way  down  ;  and,  in  small  pur- 
chases, common  people  understand  best  a  constant  division  by  2. 

1 156.  Your  idea  is,  that  it  would  not  prevent  in  any  degree  books  and  accounts 
being  kept  decimally,  and  that  it  is  merely  for  the  convenience  of  change  ? — Just 
«o ;  and  if  the  declaration  I  have  sugnested  were  made  to-morrow,  any  person 
might  keep  his  accounts  by  the  decimal  system,  and  receive  or  pay  money  in 
reference  to  it. 

1 157.  Mr.  Kinnaird.']  I  understand  you  to  say,  that  although  you  retain  the 
existing  name,  you  would  propose  that  the  customers  of  the  Bank  should  keep 
their  accounts  with  you  in  decimals  ? — Certainly  ;  or  else  there  would  be  no 
advantage  in  altering  the  coinage. 

1 158.  Do  you  think  that  the  change  of  the  system  would  cause  any  very  great 
inconvenience  at  the  Bank  of  England  ? — I  do  not  think  it  would  ;  I  think  the 
convenience  would  over-balance  the  inconvenience,  at  least,  after  a  week.  It 
must  be  considered,  that  at  the  Bank  we  have  to  deal  with  comparatively 
educated  persons. 

1 1 59.  Would  you  in  the  mode  of  keeping  your  accounts  retain  three  columns, 
as  at  present,  instead  of  four?— I  think  three,  or  two,  if  possible.  The  question 
is,  whether  one  could  adopt  some  name  for  the  money  of  account  which  should 
embrace  both  the  florin  and  the  penny. 

1 1 60.  CTioirman.]  Do  you  not  thhik  that  fewer  mistakes  would  be  made  with 
four  columns ;  for  instance,  iu  expressing  £•  1 .,  9  flonns,  9  cents^.,  and  9  rails,  mis  • 
take  might  be  made  in  entering  it  £•  K,  9  florins,  99  mils  ? — Money  makes  people 
very  cautious,  and  I  do  not  think  that  many  errors  of  the  kind  would  occur. 

1161.  Do  you  see  any  obgection  to  four  columns  ?^-^I  should  ptefer  only  two, 
if  it  were  possible. 

1162.  How  would  you  enter  it;  £.1.,  099  mUs  h — I  would. 

1163.  Mr.  Kinnaird.']  Does  the  Bank,  in  its  transactions  with  customers, 
recognise  the  farthing  now  ^— It  is  not  the  custom  among  bankers  to  do  so. 

1164.  Would  you  propo.t  to  alter  that  in  the  decimal  system?— I  shoul4; 
but  a  single  fartliing  would  seldom  pass  if  you  bad  three  or  five-farthing  pieces. 
Why  I  think  it  would  be  better  to  issue  a  five-farthing  piece,  and  to  deal  with 
the  old  penny  in  the  way  I  suggest,  is,  that  the  latter  are  already  distributed 
as  they  are  wanted  all  over  the  kingdom. 

1 165.  Chairman.']  As  bankers  have  an  objection  to  the  farthing,  although  it  b 
necessary  in  the  retail  trade  of  the  country,  how  would  you  deal  with  nine 
farthings  under  the  new  system  ? — We  must  come  as  near  to  it  in  the  decimal 
equivalent  as  possible ;  at  present  we  cannot  pay  all  we  are  required  to  pay,  but 
we  pay  as  near  as  we  can. 

1 1 66.  If  yon  were  expressing  £•  1 .,  999  mils,  you  would  make  the  last  figure 
8  instead  of  9  ? — Very  likely.  Our  operations  in  regard  to  the  purchase  of  bul- 
lion would  probably,  upon  that  part  of  the  case,  guide  us  in  ordinary  money 
transactions ;  ibr  when  the  odd  fractions  in  the  weight  of  bullion  do  not  amount 
to  six,  they  are  thrown  on  one  side  altogether;  if  they  amount  to  six  and 
upwards,  they  are  considered  as  one,  and  dealt  with  accordingly ;  but  in  pur- 
chasing bullion  we  do  not  pay  odd  half-pence.  If  it  be  three  farthings,  it  would 
be  called  a  penny. 

1167.  You  would  have  nothing  between  the  four  farthings  and  the  eight  far- 
things ? — Yes,  we  should  pay  the  nine  farthings  by  the  5-farthing  and  the 
4-farthing  pieces.  If  this  plan  were  adopted,  everything  expressed  and  written 
in  both  systems  could  be  paid  by  the  coins ;  with  this  exception,  that  the  four 

farthings 
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farthings  woyld  be  four  per  cent,  less  in  value  than  the  present  penny.     There  Mr,  W.  MUler. 
would  be  no  confusion  in  the  two  systems  working  together.  - 

1168.  Mr.  Kinnaird.]   Have  you   thought  how  it  would  ^^ork  in  reference  to  9  J>ine  1B53. 
the  Post-office  penny  stamp  r — It  would  show  a  considerable  loss  to  the  Grovern- 

ment ;  4  per  cent,  on  upwards  of  2,000,000  /. 

1169.  Chairman.']  Might  not  that  be  made  up  by  continuing  the  present 
charge  until  the  revenue  increased  to  the  extent  of  100,000/.  above  what  it  is  at 
present,  and  then  reducing  it  to  four  mils  instead  of  five? — I  dare  say  Govern- 
ment would  find  some  means  of  overcoming  that  difficulty,  and  the  advantage  to 
the  nation  would  be  so  great,  in  the  adoption  of  the  decimal  system  of  accounts, 
that  it  would  be  worth  the  diflference  of  the  80,000/. 

1170.  I  need  hardly  ask  whether,  in  your  opinion,  a  great  saving  of  labour- 
would  be  effected  in  schools  in  the  teaching  of  the  multiplication  table,  and  other 
arithmetical  tasks,  by  the  introduction  of  the  decimal  system  ? — I  have  no  doubt 
about  it ;  the  pupil  begins  with  the  decimal  system,  and  afterwards  learns  a  mode 
of  ready  reckoning,  in  order  to  surmount  the  difficulties  which  our  complicated 
system  of  weights  anjl  measures  and  coinage  throw  in  his  way. 

1171.  Mr.  Kmnaird.']  Have  you  considered  the  possibility  of  applying  a  decimal 
system  to  anything  but  our  monetary  transactions  ? — I  have  considered  it  on  read- 
ing over  the  various  reports  of  conjmissions  on  the  subject  of  weights  and  mea- 
sures ;  but  the  subject  is  so  difficult,  that  it  is  almost  impossible  for  me  to  give  any 
opinion  upon  it.  I  know  that  in  most  professions,  where  calculation  is  required,  a 
decimal  system  is  adopted,  and  that  they  go  to  the  trouble  of  reducing  the  results 
according  to  the  scale  of  either  the  weight  or  measure  that  they  may  be  engaged 
on.  For  instance,  land  surveyors  reckon  everything  by  links ;  their  chain  is  divided 
into  100  links,  tlieir  poles  into  25  links,  and  their  little  rod  they  carry  about  them, 
into  10  links,  and  all  their  ofisets  n)ade  with  that  little  rod  are  made  in  so  many 
links ;  and  when  the  whole  thing  is  complete,  it  is  then  reduced  into  acres,  roods, 
and  perches.  There  is  no  doubt  that  in  a  great  deal  of  measuring,  and  a  great 
number  of  calculations,  the  sliding  rule  would  be  used  ;  in  calculating  interest, 
per-centages,  and  in  almost  every  calculation,  it  would  be  a  ready  mode  of  reck- 
oning, supposing  there  were  a  complete  decimal  system. 

1172.  Chairman.']  Supposing  the  Customs  were  to  weigh  all  articles  by  the  100 
instead  of  the  112  lbs.,  would  it  not  give  great  facility  in  their  calculation? — 
Certainly. 

1 173.  Does  anything  else  occur  to  you,  which  you  can  suggest  to  us  to  facilitate 
the  object  which  we  have  in  view  ? — Nothing  occurs  to  me  at  the  present  moment. 

Mr,  Henry  Taylor  called  in ;  and  Examined. 

1 174.  Chairman.]  YOU  are  a  Clerk  in  the  establishment  of  Messrs.  Whitbread 

&  Co.,  the  brewers  ? — I  am.  Mr.  H.  Tayhr. 

1175.  Have  you  published  a  book  on  the  decimal  system? — I  have,  sir. 

1176.  What  advantages  do  you  consider  the  nation  would  derive  from  the 
adoption  of  a  decimal  system  in  lieu  of  our  present  system  of  pounds,  shillings, 
and  pence? — I  think  that  great  facilities  would  be  afforded  in  the  keeping  of 
accounts,  and  in  calculations,  and  also  in  the  saving  of  labour  in  the  tuition  of 
youth,  who  would  be  relieved  from  a  great  deal  of  trouble  and  drudgery  that  is 
perfectly  useless,  except  under  the  present  system. 

1177.  Can  you  giv^  us  an  example  or  two  from  your  own  publication  of  the 
saving  of  figures  by  the  substitution  of  tl)e  decimal  for  the  present  complicated 
systeu)  ? — I  will  give  two  instances  from  page  38  of  my  book  :  — 

£.    s.    d.  £. 


0.6C). 


Moltiplj  58  17     1  i  by  35 
11 

M«ltipl7  58    856 

647     8    4i 
3 

294    280 
1,765     68 

1,942    5     Ik 
117  14    3 

£.2,059  19    4 i 

[38  figares.] 

04 

£.2,069    960 

[26  fignree.] 
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Multiply 

£.     s.     d. 
562  10    4  by  125 
10 

Multiply 
£. 
562     516 
by             125 

5,625     3    4 
10 

2,812    580 

11.250  32 

56.251  6 

56,261  13    4  100  times 

2,812  11     8       5  times 

11,250    6    8    20  times 

£.70,314  11     8 

£.70,314    500 

[49  figures.]  [37  figures.] 

1178.  We  have  had  some  discussion  about  the  coins  that  it  would  be  most 
advisable  to  adopt.  Will  you  give  us  your  opinion  upon  that  point,  and  also  as 
to  the  number  of  them  ? — ^I  do  not  know  that  I  can  do  better  than  refer  the  Com- 
mittee to  what  I  have  stated  in  my  book,  and  in  which,  at  page  28,  I  have  given  a 
table,  which  I  should  wish  to  appear  upon  the  Minutes.  I  should  introduce  no 
new  coins  except  in  the  copper.  I  retain  the  sovereign  as  the  unit,  and  its  half. 
The  silver  coins  would  be  the  florin  of  100  cents,  the  half-florin  of  50  cents,  and 
the  quarter-florin  of  25  cents.  I  should  also  retain  the  one-eighth  florin,  equivalent 
to  the  present  threepenny  piece,  which  I  consider  a  most  useful  coin,  and  it  is 
becoming  more  so ;  for  instance,  the  fares  of  the  metropolitan  omnibuses  com- 
monly are  now  3^.,  and  it  is  evident  that  the  public  opinion  is  changed  with 
reference  to  the  ^d.  bit,  which  I  should  withdraw.  I  should  also  withdraw  crowns 
and  half-crowns.  With  these  exceptions,  the  silver  money  would  remain  as  it  is^ 
unless  as  to  names.  The  old  names  would  often  be  continued  in  conversation,, 
but  that  might  be  unimportant. 

[The  Witness  handed  in  thefollomng  Table.'] 


Old  Coins  of  Circulation. 


Gold: 

Sovereign. 
Half-Sovereign. 

Silver : 

Crown. 

Half-Crown. 

Shilling. 

Sixpence. 

Fourpence. 

Copper : 
Penny. 


Halfpenny. 
Faxthii 


ng. 


New  Coins  of  Circulation. 


Old  Coins  of  Account. 


Farthing. 
1         Penny. 
4  1       Shilling. 

48  12  1       Pound. 

960        240  20  1 


Gold: 

Sovereign 
Half-Sovereign 

Silver : 

Florin 
Half- Florin 
Quarter-Florin 
Eighth-Florin 


Copper : 

Cent    - 

2  Cent 

3  Cent 
5  Cent 


s.  d^ 


10  Florins    20    - 
5       „         10     - 


100  Cents  2  - 

50      „  1  . 

25      „  -  6 

12J    „  -  3 


-    -I 


New  Coins  of  Account. 


Cent. 

1 

100 

1,000 


Florin. 
1 
10 


Pound. 

1 


1179.  Would  you  adopt  any  coin  that  is  not  a  decimal  part  of  the  sovereign? 
— ^The  tendency  in  the  public  mind  is  to  divide  by  halves,  and  I  should  continue 
the  binary  system  in  dividing  the  coins. 

1 1 80.  Why  is  it  necessary  to  alter  them  ;  if  tliey  had  coins  of  different  value, 
the  fares  would  soon  regulate  themselves  to  those  coins  ? — No  doubt  they  would, 
but  the  3  d.  falls  in  with  the  other  coins  as  one-eightli  of  the  florin,  and  I  would 
preserve  it,  especially  as  a  lo-cent  coin  presents  some  difficulties. 

1181.  Do  we  not  propose  to  calculate  every  thing  by  one-tenth? — I  apprehend 
you  cannot  do  that  in  ordinary  business  without  great  innovation,  and  an  un- 
desirable multiplication  of  coins. 

1182.  You  would  keep  it  in  a  certain  number  of  mils? — Of  course  accounts 

^^      would 
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would  be  kept  decimally,  whatever  might  be  the  circulating  coins.     I  have,  in  my     Mr.  //.  Taylon 

scheme  of  accounts  and  reckoning,  divided  the  florin  centesimally,  abandoning      

all  mention  of  the  penny.     I  prefer  the  term  cent,  in  designating  the  hundredth       9  J"n«  ^^53^ 
of  a  florin,  as  being  one  universally  known  throughout  the  world,  and  at  the  same 
time  short  and  expressive.     The  term  mil  was  tried  in  America,  and  it  was  not 
continued  there. 

•  1 183.  Was  not  the  cause  of  its  being  rejected  in  America  this,  that  it  was  one- 
thousandth  part  of  the  dollar,  which  is  their  starting  point? — I  believe  that  is  correct. 
Wiih  reference  to  the  division  by  halves,  I  have  made  an  extract  from  Mr.  John 
Quincey  Adams'  Report  to  the  American  Congress  on  Weights  and  Measures,  in 
1 821.  He  says :  **  We  have  the  halves,  quarters,  and  twentieths,  and  might  have 
the  fifths.  The  eighth,  dividing  the  cent  only  into  halves,  adapts  itself  without 
inconvenience.**  I  would  ask  permission  of  the  Committee  to  read  another  extract 
from  Mr.  Adams'  report,  with  regard  to  the  original  division  of  the  dollar.  He 
says :  '*  We  took  a  dollar,  and  introducing  the  principle  of  decimal  divisions,  we 
said  a  tenth  part  of  it  shall  be  called  a  dime,  a  hundredth  part  a  cent,  and  a 
thousandth  part  a  mille.  It  is  now  nearly  30  years  since  our  new  moneys  of 
account  have  been  established.  The  dollar  and  the  cent  have  become  familiarised 
to  the  tongue  ;  but  the  dime  and  the  mille  are  so  utterly  unknown,  that  now,  when 
the  recent  coinage  of  dimes  is  alluded  to,  it  is  always  necessary  to  inform  the  reader 
that  they  are  lo-cent  pieces.  Ask  a  tradesman  in  any  of  our  cities  what  is  a  dime 
or  a  mille,  and  the  chances  are  four  in  five  that  he  will  not  understand  your 
question.'*  Judging  by  analogy,  my  idea  is,  that  three  denominations  of  account 
are  suflicient,  and  that  more  would  lead  to  complication. 

1184.  You  probably  think  it  would  be  necessary  to  mark  upon  each  coin  the 
number  of  cents  or  mils  to  designate  its  value? — I  do.  My  scale  is  not  strictly 
decimal  throughout,  as  was  proposed  in  America,  and  which,  as  we  have  seen,  was 
abandoned  there  for  the  greater  brevity  of  centesimal  division.  If  we  begin  with 
four  terms  of  account,  I  think  we  should  in  practice  reduce  them  to  three,  by 
passing  over  the  lo-cent  denomination. 

1185.  You  would  write,  for  instance,  £,1.,  9  florins,  and  99  cents  ? — Just  so.  I 
should  have  three  columns  in  account-books,  as  at  present  ;  the  last  denomination 
would  be  a  centesimal  one,  just  as  the  Russian  rouble  is  divided  into  100  copecks  ; 
the  French  decime  is  not  used  in  practice  as  a  denomination  of  account :  they 
reckon  by  francs  and  centimes,  eking  out  with  the  sou. 

1186.  Mr.  J.  B.  Smith.']  You  are  probably  not  aware  that  the  centime  is  not 
only  a  money  of  account,  but  a  real  coin  ? — 1  have  understood  that  it  is  a  real 
coin. 

1187.  Are  you  aware  that,  since  1793,  when  the  decimal  coinage  was  first 
established  in  France,  the  public  accounts  have  all  been  kept  in  francs  and  centimes? 
— -1  have  always  heard  so. 

1 1 88.  And  that  the  coinage  has  been  of  the  same  denomination  ? — Yes,  I  am 
aware.     What  I  nieant  to  say  was,  that  the  sou  is  in  very  general  use. 

1 189.  The  sou  is  five  centimes.^ — It  is. 

1190.  Washerwomen,  for  instance,  in  their  accounts  never  make  a  less  charge 
than  a  sou? — I  have  understood  the  sou  is  chiefly  used  in  small  reckonings. 

1191.  At  the  same  time  that  the  centime  is  a  coin  ? — It  is. 

1192.  Chairman.']  Irrespective  of  the  names  hy  which  these  coins  may  ulti-' 
mately  be  called,  in  the  event  of  the  decimal  system  being  adopted,  does  there 
exist  any  doubt  on  your  mind  that  it  would  be  a  great  saving  of  labour,  both 
to  the  community  at  large,  and  to  young  persons  in  their  education,  and  that  it 
will  enable  all  parties  to  keep  their  accounts  with  more  correctness  and  with 
greater  facility  ? — I  have  no  doubt  of  it ;  nor  do  I  think  that  the  very  small 
amount  of  alteration  that  need  be  introduced  in  the  coins  would  give  occasion  to 
any  important  misapprehension  or  dissatisfaction  in  the  public  mind« 

1193.  Have  you  any  further  information  to  give  us,  with  a  view  of  throwing 
light  on  the  subject  of  our  inquiry  ? — None  occurs  to  me  ut  the  present  moment. 
The  book  to  which  I  have  already  referred  in  the  course  of  my  evidence  was 
published  by  me  some  time  ago,  and  will  be  found  to  contain  fully  my  ideas  upon 
the  subject. 

0.66.  I>  C.A.MOODY^  y 
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G.  A.  MOODY,  Esq.,  in  tbb  Chaia. 

WiUiam  Brown^  Esq.,  a  Member  of  the  Committee,  Examined. 

1194.  Chairman.^  Do  you  wish  to  give  a  statement  of  certain  facts  within 
your  own  knowledge,  bearing  upon  the  subject  under  our  consideration  ? — I  do ; 
and  my  wish  is  to  show  the  ease  with  which  in  Ireland  a  change  was  made  from 
one  mode  of  payment  to  another.  I  was  on  a  visit  to  some  friends  in  the  north  of 
Ireland,  in  1809,  at  Ballymena,  a  large  linen  market,  where  and  in  the  neigh- 
bouring  markets  they  had  always  been  in  the  practice  of  paying  the  weavers  in 

Sid  anid  silver.  This  was  fomid  extremely  inconvenient,  and  induced  my  relative^ 
r.  W.  Gibon,  to  try  the  experiment  of  bringing  a  large  amount  of  gold  and 
nlver  from  Belfast,  and  establishing  a  temporary  exchange  oflSce  at  his  bouse, 
in  which,  being  an  idle  man  at  the  time,  I  acted,  and  where  notes  could  be 
exchanged  tor  cash.  The  Unen  merchants,  as  far  as  they  could,  paid  for  their 
purchases  with  Belfast  bank  notes.  The  weavers  were,  at  first,  unwilling  to 
receive  such  payment ;  but  were  assured,  that  if  they  disliked  to  carry  the  notes 
home,  they  would  be  at  once  exchanged  for  gold  and  silver  at  Mr.  Gihon's.  I 
well  recollect  that,  the  first  day  of  the  experiment,  a  large  number  of  them 
came  to  exchange  their  notes;  but  these  calls  fell  off  every  market-day,  as 
confidence  in  the  notes  increased ;  and  in  a  short  time  the  demand  for  specie  ceased 
altogether.  The  weavers  had  acquired  full  con6dence  in  the  notes,  finding  that 
when  no  longer  exchanged  at  Mr.  Gihon's,  they  were  instantly  exchangeable  at 
the  Northern  Bank  of  Belfast;  and  thus  saved  the  burthen  and  risk  to  the  linen 
merchants  of  carrying  large  amounts  of  gold  to  market  to  make  their  purchases. 
I  think,  therefore,  it  is  only  to  make  parties  clearly  understand  the  nature  of  the 
change  from  one  currency  to  another  to  obviate  all  dislike  and  difficulty.  Being 
in  the  United  States  in  1800,  when  the  transition  was  going  on,  from  the  pound, 
shillings,  and  pence  system  of  accounts  to  the  decimal  dollars  and  cents,  as  the 
dollar  and  cent  currency  was  issued  from  the  Mint  it  gradually  superseded  and 
supplanted  the  pounds,  shillings,  and  pence,  so  that  you  were  hardly  aware  of  a 
change  taking  place. 


Murtii,  14*  die  Junii,  1853. 
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Mr.  W.  Brown. 
Mr.  Hamilton. 
Mr.  J.  B.  Smith. 
Sir  William  Clay. 


Marquis  of  Chandos. 
Sir  William  Jolkiffe. 
Mr.  Kinnaird. 


WILLIAM  BROWN,  Esq.,  in  the  Chair. 


Romland  Hilly  Esq.,  called  ;  in  and  Examined. 

Jt  Hilly Eity  1195-  Chairman.']  YOU  are  Secretary  to  the  Postmaster-general? — I  am. 

1196.  You  are  aware  that  we  have  under  discussion  the  advantages  or  dis- 

14  Jane  i9s3.  advantages  which  might  attend  the  introduction  of  a  decimal  system  of  coinage ; 
but  one  impediment  is,  that  we  cannot  find  a  decimal  exactly  answering  the 
1  d.j  so  that  if  you  adopt  four  mils  or  four  farthings,  a  loss  would  be 
incurred  by  the  Post-office ;  and  if  five  mils  were  substituted  for  the  present  1  rf., 
the  charge  to  the  public  would  be  increased.  Can  you  suggest  any  plan  of 
meeting  this  difficulty,  whilst  you  inform  us  of  the  extent  of  the  loss  to  the 
revenue  by  reducing  the  payment  to  four  mils? — Considering  the  question  as 
having  regard  to  a  permanent  arrangement,  I  can  see  no  alternative  but  to  adopt 
one  or  other  of  the  two  sums  you  name,  either  four  or  five  mils ;  and  as  the 
change  to  four  mils  would  be  very  much  less  violent  than  the  change  to  five  mils, 

I  should 
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I  should  hope  that  the  Committee  would  prefer  the  four  to  the  five  rails  as  AAB^I^. 

a  substitute  for  the  1  d.  '•■ *■■"'"  ■ 

1197.  Can  you  state  what  the  probable  loss  or  gain  would  be  in  adopting  the  14  JoMiSifa. 
four  mils,  bearing  in  mind  that  a  large  portion  of  the  total  revenue  of  the  Post- 
office  arises  from  ship  letters,  which  this  alteration  would  not  affect? — I  think  the 

change  would  affect  all  the  postage.  I  do  not  see  any  way  by  which  it  could  be 
confined  to  the  inland  rates,  if  you  lower  the  value  of  the  1  d.  Seeing  that  most 
of  the  rates  are  expressed  in  pence,  I  presume  that  the  reduction  would  extend  to 
all ;  and  as  four  mils  are  about  4  per  cent,  less  than  1  d..  the  amount  of  reremie 
risked  would,  of  course,  be  about  4  per  cent,  upon  the  gross  revenue  of  the 
department,  which  would  amount  to  about  100,000/. 

1198.  Sir  JV.  Clay.']  It  would  be  a  loss  of  100,000/.? — It  would  be  a  risk 
of  1 00,000  /.  I  cannot  view  this  as  a  loss,  because  I  conceive  that  such  a  reduc- 
tion would  tend  to  increase  the  number  of  letters,  and  by  that  means  gradually 
to  make  up  the  loss. 

1199.  Chairman.']  I  need  not  ask  you  as  to  the  advantages  that  would 
result  from  introducing  a  general  system  of  decimals  throughout  the  nation  ? — 
I  conceive  that  the  advantages  would  be  very  great  indeed. 

1 200.  Probably  more  than  to  compensate  for  any  supposed  loss  to  the  Post- 
office? — In  my  opinion,  certainly;  but  I  have  confined  my  attention  mainly  to 
the  question  as  connected  with  the  Post-office  revenue.  I  need  not  point  out  to 
the  Committee  that  any  loss  that  the  Post-office  revenue  might  sustain,  would  be 
to  the  same  extent  a  savinjj  on  the  part  of  the  public. 

1201.  Mr.  J.  B.  Smith.]  Would  you  propose  to  make  any  alteration  in  those 
postage  stamps  which  are  now  sold  at  1 «.,  for  instance :  woold  you  reduce  them 
below  the  half-florin  ? — ^That  would  not  be  absolutely  necessary,  as  I,  of  coarse, 
presume  that  the  1  s.  would  still  be  retained  as  a  coin.  But  this  difficulty  would 
arise^  viz.  that  if  the  higher  rates  of  postage  were  maintained  at  their  full  amount, 
and  the  lower  rates  reduced,  then  1 2  of  the  penny,  or  rather  four-mil  stamps 
used  for  the  inland  letters  would  no  longer  be  equivalent  to  the  1  s.  stamp,  and 
could  not  be  used  as  substitutes  for  the  1  s.  stamp.  That  would,  to  a  certain  ex- 
tent, cause  some  inconvenience  to  the  public. 

1202.  Sir  JV.  Clay.]  Do  you  know  what  proportion  of  the  money  received 
for  stamps  is  received  for  the  different  classes  of  stamps  ;  for  instance,  how  much 
is  received  for  the  1  d.  stamps,  and  how  much  is  received  for  the  2d.  stamp,  and 
so  on  ? — ^I  do  not  bear  it  in  mind.  I  could  supply  any  information  upon  that 
point,  and  I  can  at  once  say  that  by  far  the  larj^est  proportion  is  collected  by  the 
sale  of  \d.  stamps. 

1 203.  So  large  a  proportion  probably,  that  the  diminatron  of  loss  to  the  revenue 
by  retaining  the  present  prices  for  the  higher  class  of  stamps  would  not  be  a  con- 
sideration sufficiently  important  to  set  against  the  rnconvemerice  of  having  two 
different  values? — I  think  not,  decidedly. 

1 204.  Chairman.]  I  think  that  some  estinyate  was  made  of  Che  number  of  1  d. 
stamps  sold  at  the  receiving-houses,  but  is  it  not  the  case  that  a  very  large  pro- 
portion of  the  stamps  are  sold  to  merchants  by  booksellers  and  stationers,  by  one 
or  more  pound's  worth  at  a  time  ? — No  doubt  that  is  the  case,  to  some  extent. 

1205.  I  think  we  had  something  like  an  estimate  thaY  oat  of  100  stamps  sokl, 
62  would  be  single  \d.  stamps,  but  that  would  he  no  per-centage  of  the  whole 
quantity  sold,  I  presume? — I  think  that  the  information  we  obtained  for  the 
Committee  indicates  pretty  accurately  the  general  proportions  of  the  sales.  We 
find  that  about  78  per  cent,  of  the  customers  who  purchase  stamps  at  the 
receiving-houses,  purcnase  a  number  less  than  six. 

1206.  Sir  W.  Clay.]  Will  you  be  good  enough  to  furnish  the  Committee 
with  a  statement  of  the  proportions  in  which  the  revenue  of  the  Post-office  is 
received  upon  the  \d.  stamps,  or  upon  stamps  of  a  higher  denomination? — I  will 
do  so.  So  much  of  the  revenue  as  is  derived  from  stamps  is  collected  in  the 
following  proporiions ;  via?. 

By  1  d.  stamps  -----  89*4  per  cent. 

By  2^.  ditto 6'5     ditto. 

Byioci.  diito 1*3     ditto. 

By  J  s.  ditto  .         -         -         .         -        2*8     ditto, 

loo'o 
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S.  HH  Esq.       .  1207.  Would  you  think  it  necessary,  if  a  reduction  be  made  from  the  present 

f—       id.  to  four  mils  for  a  1  d.  stamp,  to  make  a  corresponding  reduction  in  foretga 

>4Juifi«t8g3«     and  colonial  postage? — 1  think  it  %vould  be  the  most  convenient  arrangement, 

otherwise,  as  I  pointed  out,  the  stamps  of  a  lower  denomination  could  not  be  used 

in  paying  the  postage  of  the  higher  rated  letters. 

1208.  Would  that  consideration  extend  to  both  foreign  and  colonial  postage? 
—It  would. 

1209.  Are  the  stamps  in  the  British  Post-office  used  to  any  considerable  extent 
in  the  prepayment  of  foreign  letters  ? — ^Yes,  as  regards  letters  going  out  of  the 
country.  All  letters  going  out  of  the  country  can  be  paid  either  in  money  or  in 
stamps.  Whatever  postage  on  foreign  letters  can  be  prepaid  in  money  can  also  be 
prepaid  by  means  of  stamps. 

1210.  Mr.  Hamilton.]  Would  an  alteration  in  the  value  of  the  postage  stamps 
involve  any  change  in  the  conventions  by  which  the  postage  with  foreign  countries 
is  regulated  ? — It  would. 

1211.  Are  there  not  some  instances  in  which  the  proportion  of  postage  charged 
by  a  foreign  country  under  convention  has  a  ratio  to  the  amount  of  the  postage 
charged  by  ourselves  ? — In  many  cases  that  ratio  is  carefully  observed,  but  a  change 
so  small  as  4  per  cent,  would  not,  I  think,  present  any  practical  difficulty ;  because 
even  at  present  it  rarely  happens  that  the  British  coin  is  an  exact  equivalent  to  the 
foreign  coin. 

1212.  Practically,  do  you  think  that  those  conventions  would  present  any 
difficulty  in  the  way  of  the  change  that  is  suggested  ? — I  think  not. 

1213.  Sir  fV.  Clay.l  Your  answer  to  me  with  regard  to  the  foreign  postage 
would  apply  even  more  generally  with  regard  to  the  colonies,  would  it  not  ? — It 
applies  equally,  I  think,  to  all.  Tliere  are  certain  letters  to  the  colonies  even 
which  must  be  prepaid,  and  with  regard  to  all,  a  large  proportion  may  or  may  not 
be  prepaid. 

1214.  The  Committee  are  to  understand,  as  the  result  of  your  opinion,  first* 
that  the  proportion  of  the  higher  class  of  stamps  is  so  small  as  compared  with  the 
1  d.  stamps^  that  there  would  be  no  saving  of  importance  in  the  non-extension  to 
them  of  the  proposed  diminution  ? — I  concur  in  that  view. 

1215.  Do  you  think,  also,  that  there  would  be  a  great  convenience  in  uniformity 
of  charge  in  the  stamps  in  order  that  a  number  of  the  1  d.  stamps  might,  as  at  pre- 
sent, be  of  equivalent  value  with  stamps  of  a  higher  denomination  ?---Certainly. 

1216.  Sir  fV.  JolHffe.l  I  think  you  are  of  opinion  that  a  reduction  rather  than 
an  increase  would  be  a  desirable  mode  of  dealing  with  this  alteration? — 
Certainly. 

1217.  Have  you  considered  that  in  reference  to  the  mode  by  which  you  take 
the  tax  upon  letters ;  that  is,  by  doubling  the  amount,  as  you  proceed,  with  the 
weight  of  the  letters,  and  with  reference  also  to  the  unit  of  circulation  t>eing  of 
the  value  of  1 ,000  mils  ? — I  have. 

1218.  Do  you  not  then  think  that  there  would  be  a  great  disadvantage  in  taking 
a  4-mil  piece  as  the  lowest  postage  stamp,  and  continuing  to  double  that  rather 
than  taking  a  5-mil  piece  and  doubling  that,  inasmuch  as  the  increase  would  be 
from  4  mils  to  8  mils,  from  8  mils  to  16  mils,  from  16  mils  to  32  mils,  from 
32  mils  to  64  mils,  from  64  mils  to  128  mils,  and  from  128  mils  to  2.56  mils, 
and  so  on ;  and  that  there  would  be  great  difficulty  in  finding  a  coinai;e  which 
should  be  applicable  to  the  payment  of  those  sums? — ^The  progression  is  not 
exactly  as  slated  in  the  question.  It  is  in  the  first  instance  doubled  and  again 
doubled,  and  then  it  advances  by  equal  steps — one  rate,  two  rates,  four  rates,  and 
then  <^ix  rates,  eight  rates,  ten  rates,  and  so  on.  At  the  same  time  I  must  admit 
that  there  would  be  a  convenience  in  making  the  single  rate  5  mils  instead  of 
four,  but  I  think  that  the  inconvenience  of  so  considerable  an  advance  as  20  per 
cent,  upon  the  rate  of  postage  would  far  more  than  counterbalance  it. 

1219.  If  I  am  correct  in  my  view,  while  you  are  arriving  at  a  decimal  circulating 
medium,  you  \\ould  be  departing  from  a  decimal  calculation  of  postage  ? — No ;  I 
think  the  convenience  of  a  decimal  notation  would  enable  us  to  escape  the  incon- 
veniences that  you  point  out.  It  would  be  very  easy  to  calculate  the  gross  charge 
upon  any  number  of  letters,  whichever  sura  be  taken  as  the  single  rate  of  charge. 
If  you  take  four  mils  you  multiply  the  number  of  letters  by  four,  and  you  have 
the  total  oo^tage  in  mils,  which  is  at  once  convertible  into  pounds :  if  you  make 
the  single  charge  5  mils,  then  you  multiply  by  5 ;  and  you  would  with  equal 
facility- -possibly  u  Jth  slightly  greater  facility — convert  the  total  into  poun  Is. 
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1220.  Would  iiot  iQconveDieDce  also  arise  in  the  sale  of  stamps  Irom  the  same  it  BiU,  Esq. 
cause? — I  think  not.  ■ 

1221.  Mr.  ./.  B.  Smth.]  What  stamps  have  you  at  present? — A  1  rf,  stamp,  14  Joat  1853. 
2d.  stamps  ^6d.  stamp  (in  preparation),  a  lo  J.  stamp,  and  a  1  s.  stamp. 

1222.  Sir  W.  JolUffCs]  Supposing  I  wanted  either  a  24*mil  stamp  or  a  48-mil 
stamp,  should  I  not  in  oi^e  case  have  the  inconvenience,  which  I  have  not  under 
the  present  rate  of  postage,  of  receiving  one  mil  in  exchange  for  the  coin  which 
probably  be  in  use,  the  25-mil  piece*  and  in  the  other  case  two  mils  in  exchange 
for  the  coin  which  I  should  tender  for  the  payment  of  the  postage,  the  50-mil 
piece  ? — You  would  it*  you  bought  a  single  stamp. 

1223.  But  it  is  a  very  common  thing,  is  it  not,  to  buy  a  single  1  s.  stamp? — 
It  is. 

1224.  ChabmanJ]  I  presume  that  you  would  not  be  much  troubled  with  that 
in  the  management  of  the  Post-office,  the  stamps  being  generally  sold  at  sta- 
tioners'?—  They  are  chiefly  bought  at  the  Post-otfice,  and  therefore  the  incon- 
venience would  devolve  upon  us ;  but  £  think  that  it  would  be  a  less 
inconvenience  than  the  other;  viz.,  that  the  low  priced  stamps  could  not  be 
substituted  for  the  higher  priced  stamps  in  paying  for  letters.  If  the  postage  be 
raised  from  1  d.  to  five  mils,  unquestionably  the  whole  inconvenience  that  we  have 
been  speaking  of  vanishes ;  but  I  think  that  3'ou  would  encounter  a  still  greater 
inconvenience. 

1 225.  Sir  W.  Jolliffe.]  That  is,  you  would  create  discontent,  and  perhaps  a 
reduction  of  revenue  ? — You  would,  unquestionably,  create  discontent,  and  to  a 
certain  extent,  no  doubt  reduce  the  number  of  letters. 

1226.  Mr.  Hamilton.']  When  you  spoke  of  the  extreme  loss  to  arise  from  the 
change  being  100,000/.,  did  you  include  the  loss  that  would  follow  a  change  in 
the  foreign  and  colonial  postage  ? — I  took  into  calculation  our  whole  revenue. 
I  consider  our  gross  revenue  to  be  about  two  millions  and  a  half,  and  4  per  cent, 
upon  that  would  be  1 00,000  /. 

1227.  Chairman^   Is  it  not  increasing  every  year? — It  is. 

1228.  Have  you  any  apprehension  but  that  the  4  per  cent,  would  soon  be 
^restored  to  the  Post-office  ? — I  think  it  would. 

1229.  Sir  W.  Clay,']  Do  you  think  that  the  reduction  in  the  price  of  stamps 
'Would  tend  to  increase  the  number  of  letters  sent,  and  thereby  compensate  the 
present  loss  of  revenue? — I  think  it  would  increase  the  number  of  letters. 

1230.  Would  the  saving  of  time  in  the  calculations  by  the  adoption  of  the 
decimal  system  of  notation  be  important  in  transacting  the  business  of  the  Post- 
office  ? — I  think  it  would ;  perhaps  more  in  the  money-order  department  than  in 
the  letter  department. 

1231.  (^airman.']  Weighing  all  the  advantages  and  disadvantages  of  the 
reduction  from  the  present  id.  to  four  mils  as  the  price  of  the  stamp,  would  the 
4)alance  be  in  favour  of  a  general  benefit  to  the  country  and  to  the  Post-office  ? — 
I  think  a  system  of  decimal  coinage  would  be  highly  beneficial  to  the  department 
and  the  country  generally. 

1232.  Taking  everything  into  consideration,  do  you  think  the  change  would  be 
advantageous? — I  do. 

1233.  Sir  W.  Jolliffe.]  Do  you  not  think  it  would  be  almost  an  equivalent 
to  any  advantage  to  be  gained  by  the  reduction  of  the  postage  by  one  mil,  rather 
4han  the  increase  by  one  mil,  to  adhere  strictly  both  with  regard  to  postage  and 
with  regard  to  the  circulating  medium,  to  a  decimal  system  ? — I  do  not  think 
that  it  would  be  an  equivalent.  I  admit  that  there  would  be  some  advantage  in 
adopting  five  mils  as  the  single  rate,  rather  than  four,  but  I  think  that  it  would 
be  far  more  than  counterbalanced  by  the  disadvantage  of  raising  the  rate  of 
postage  20  per  cent. 

1234.  Sir  W.  Clay.]  Has  the  money-order  business  of  the  Post-office  become 
very  extensive  ? — ^Very  much  so  indeed. 

1235.  Can  you  tell  the  Committee  the  extent  of  your  establishment  for  that 
particular  branch  ? — In  the  London  Post-office  about  150  clerks  are  engaged  in 
that  branch  of  the  business  alone. 

1236.  How  many  clerks  are  employed  in  the  country? — I  think  in  Liverpool 
there  are  about  ten  or  twelve.  There  is  a  far  greater  proportion  in  London,  from 
the  circumstance  that  the  Metropolitan  Office  is  a  sort  of  cheque  upon  the  others; 
it  keep  the  accounts  of  all. 
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R.  B%  Esq,  1 237.  In  that  particular  department  do  you  think  that  the  saving  of  time,  by 

— i-j the  adoption  of  a  decimal  notation,  would  be  of  importance  ? — I  think  it  would. 

14  Jwe  1853.  1238.  Could  you  tell  the  Committee  what  proportion  of  single  id.  stamps  are 

bought  ? — So  far  as  we  can  judge  from  accounts  kept  at  twelve  receiving-houses 
in  London  and  the  environs,  out  of  every  100  persons  who  come  to  purchase 
stamps,  61  purchase  a  single  stamp  at  a  time«  It  should  be  borne  in  mind  that 
there  is  no  motive  operating  upon  the  purchasers  of  stamps  to  buy  them  in  large 
numbers,  as  they  can  buy  a  single  stamp  at  precisely  the  same  rate  as  they  buy 
100  stamps.     The  average  number  of  stamps  sold  is  about  five  to  each  person. 

1239.  Mr.  J.  B.  Smith.]  Is  it  your  opinion  that  the  majority  of  the  1  d.  postage 
stamps  which  are  used  are  used  by  the  working  classes  ? — No,  it  is  not 

1240.  Have  you  any  means  of  forming  an  idea  as  to  the  proportion  used  by 
the  working  classes  ? — No  very  satisfactory  means. 

Mr.  William  Miller^  called  in  ;  and  further  Examined. 

Mr.  W.  Miller.         1241.  Chairman.']  IN  your  former  evidence,  you  did  not  speak  of  the  half- 
J penny  being  two  mils,  although  you  mentioned  the  1  d.  as  four  mils ;  it  was  pro- 
bably your  intention  to  do  so  ? — Yes. 

1242.  It  was  the  wish  of  the  Committee  that  you  should  prepare  some  tables? 
— I  was  requested  to  show  the  mode  by  which  the  dividends  are  at  present 
calculated  upon  the  3  per  cents.  I  have  a  statement  and  a  comparative  statement 
of  the  mode  by  which  they  would  be  calculated,  supposing  the  decimal  system  of 
notation  were  observed,  and  which,  with  the  permission  of  the  Committee,  I  will 
read : — 

The  number  of  accounts  in  the  bank  books  into  whicli  the  national  debt  is  divided,  and 
upon  each  of  which  a  dividend  has  to  be  paid  twice  a  year,  is  about  300,000.  These  differ 
in  number  every  day,  in  consequence  of  the  purchases  and  sales,  although  the  aggregate 
amount  of  the  stock  remains  the  same. 

About  100,000  of  these  accounts  alter  in  the  amount  of  stock  during  the  half  year,  and 
upon  each  of  the  altered  accounts  a  new  calculation  has  to  be  made  for  the  dividend.  These 
calculations  are  not  deferred  till  the  stocks  are  shut^  bat  are  made  at  three  periods  during 
the  half  year,  at  which  periods  the  accounts  undci^  a  particular  examination  to  prove 
them. 

Should  an  account  alter  between  the  pertods,  the  divideikl  has  to  be  calculated  again ; 
but  in  the  last  period  there  remain  comparatively  few  calculations  to  make. 

These  dividends  are  not  calculated  arithmetically,  but  are  computed  by  means  of  tables. 

TN  following  are  tiie  Tables  in  «se  at  tb«  Bank. 

(A.)  Table  for  computing  the  interest  at  3  per  cent,  for  half  a  year,  upon  any  sum 

under  5/. 
(B,^  Another  for  the  same  puT|)ow,  imdtF  lOl. 
(C.)  Table  for  computing  the  interest  at  3i  per  ceut-t  for  half  a  year,  upon  any 

sum  up  to  10,000,000/. 
(D.)  Table  for  computing  the  Income-tax. 

The  following  ta  tbfi  mode  of  working  with  tliem.: 

It  is  required  to  find  the  interest  upon  2,728  /.lis.  5e/.,  at  3  per  cent,  for  half  a  year. 
Begin  with  the  odd  amount  of  pounds,  above  or  below  6/. 


£.    s. 
3  11 

6    - 

20     - 


d. 
5 


2,700 


.     - 


In  the  table     ---.---- 

Is  known  to  be         ------- 

*  -  Multiply  the  figure  standing  in  the  place  of  tens  hy\ 
3,  which  will  give  t^  answer  in  shillings   -         -        -J 

-  «  If  the  figure  standing  in  the  hundreds'  place  be  odd,T 
put  10«.  lor  it  ------        -J 

-  -  To  the  figures  in  the   place  of  the  thousands 

and  upwards  -        •        -        -        -        -«=27 

-  -  Add  on  half,  omitting  the  fractions  gene*| 
rated  bv  the   odd  hundred,  which  had  been}.  ==13 
previously  reckoned       -        -        -        -        -j 


2,728  11     6 


Interest 


s.  d.  Frc. 
1     --855 


1 
6 


6 


=  -10     - 


40    -     - 


40  18    a-dM 
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Deduct  Income^x,  which  is  computed  from  Table  (D.)  jl,,^  W.MiUer 

40     -     «     =»     1     3     4 
-  18     6     —     .     -     0H>«476 1     g  10-474 


14  June  r858. 


£.40  18     6  Nett  dividend         -         -        -         -£.39  14     8*38 


In  tliis  working  there  are  two  kinds  of  fractions  used  ;  for  the  Income-tax  in  Table  (D.X 
the  fractions  are  240tl)S  of  a  penny;  for  the  gross  dividend  in  Table  (A.)  the  fractions  are 
decimals  of  lc/« 

The  following  is  the  same  question,  calculated  as  it  would  be,  supposing  it  were 
treated  decimally  ;•— 

£.       DoiU, 
Principal        -  -         .         -         .         .     2,728'571 

Half  ditto       .......     1,364*286 


4,092*856  Gross  Dividend. 
^  th     =       102*321 
J  th    =        170M  119*376  Income-tax. 

£.  39*73481  Nett  Dividend. 
Or  in  present  money    -        -        -        -    £.  39.  14.  8*354. 

In  the  former  computation  there  are  necessarily  45  figures,  and  in  the  full  statement 
there  are  77;  in  the  latter,  the  decimal  mode,  there  are  the  same  number  and  tlie  whole 
of  the  working  is  set  down. 

It  is  to  be  observed  also,  that  the  decimal  result  is  different  from  the  tabular  in  the 
fractions,  as  the  Government  Income-tax  tables  make  no  charge  upon  the  fractions.  The 
decimal  mode  is  therefore  more  correct  as  well  as  more  expeditious. 

Tiie  decimalisation  of  the  accounts  would  not  have  much  effect  in  shortening  the  time  of 
the  shutting.  The  agreement  of  the  accounts,  and  the  making  of  the  warrants,  take  up 
most  of  the  time  between  the  shutting  and  the  payment  of  the  dividend.  The  stocks 
remain  closed  for  a  fortnight  after  the  first  day  of  payment,  for  two  reasons :  first,  the  clerks 
of  the  closed  offices  are  engaged  in  deliyering  the  dividend  warrants  to  the  stockholders,  or 
in  paying  the  dividends;  and,  secondly,  the  crowding,  which  is  already  very  great^  would 
be  very  much  increased. 

The  saving  of  a  few  days  in  this  way  does  not  appear  to  me  of  very  great  consequence,  as 
purchases  and  sales  for  the  opening  are  easily  effected. 

1 243.  Would  it  not  save  a  great  deal  of  time,  as  regards  the  opening  of  the 
Bank  sooner  for  the  payment  of  the  dividends  ;  do  you  apprehend  that  it  would  very 
much  decrease  the  labour  of  the  clerks,  and  very  considerably  decrease  the  chances 
of  mistake  ? — Very  much  so ;  it  wonW  shorten  the  labour,  and  I  must>  there- 
fore, infer  that  it  would  shorten  the  lime. 

1 244.  If  tables  were  made  for  the  decimal  system,  as  you  now  have  them, 
t\ould  not  your  labours  be  assisted? — I  think  we  could  work  out  our  calculations 
more  quickly  without  tables,  owing  to  the  simplicity  of  the  decimal  systeuj.  I 
should  wish  to  add  one  or  two  statements  to  my  former  evidence.  I  mentioned 
that  the  business  of  the  Bank,  as  regards  the  Stock  department,  would  be  facili- 
tated, but  I  omitted  to  state  that  in  the  discounting  of  bills  the  whole  of  the  work 
at  present  is  done  by  tables.  In  number  there  are  at  least  100,000  bills  of 
exchan<ic  discounted  during  the  year,  upon  each  of  which  a  computation  has  to 
be  made.  Since  giving  ray  reasons  why  some  system  of  decimal  coinage  should 
be  adopted,  which  would  co-exist  with  the  present,  another  reason  has  occurred 
to  me,  viz.,  that  it  would  be  some  time  before  all  bills  would  be  drawn,  although 
they  must  be  paid,  according  to  the  new  arrangement.  One  of  the  greatest  evils 
of  tile  present  system  is  that  it  reduces  the  clerks  to  the  condition  of  mere 
machines  after  they  have  been  a  very  long  time  in  an  office;  because,  to  over- 
come the  hmdrances  which  our  complicated  system  of  weights  and  measures  and 
money  occasions,  in  almost  every  trade  or  profession,  tables  are  used.  In  the 
Bank,  it  is  found  to  be  the  case,  that  when  a  clerk  has  worked  for  some  years  in 
one  ottice,  where  a  certain  set  of  tables  is  used,  he  is  inefficient  in  any  other. 
To  this  truth  experience  has  led  former  chief  cashiers,  and  no  tables  are  allowed 
in  I  lie  chief  cashier's  office,  except  in  certain  cases,  but  all  calculations  are  worked 
urithmetically.  Where  tables  are  used,  when  an  extraordinary  occasion  arises  to 
which  they  are  not  adapted,  the  clerks  are  found  to  be  unready  and  unequal  to  the 
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^J^.  W.  Miller,  occa&ion.  It  has  often  been  a  question  with  me  whether  the  acknowledged  smartness^ 
of  the  American  traders  is  not  somewhat  due  to  their  decimal  system  of  compu-^ 

S4  June  1853.  tation.  Clerks  havinji  no  mode  of  arithmetic  ready  to  their  hand$,  witliout  their 
tables  are  comparatively  useless ;  as  a  proof  of  that  I  would  instance,  that  before 
the  alteration  of  the  troy  weight,  a  question  being  to  be  worked  out  arithmetically, 
I  sent  for  five  superior  clerks,  \\ho  had  been  accustomed  to  work  always  by  the 
tables,  and  worked  correctly,  and  I  had  five  different  results,  and  only  one  of 
them  correct.  The  calculation  was  a  very  simple  one,  but  they  were  unused  to 
calculations,  and  when  the  occasion  arose,  they  were  not  equal  to  it.  The 
question  to  be  worked  out  was  15  lbs.  11  oz.  18  dwts.  and  12  grains  of  gold  in 
the  gross,  to  2  carats  3jth  grains  worse. 

1245.  What  was  the  number  of  figures  used  ? — By  the  decimal  mode  it  required 
71  figures,  and  123  by  the  old  mode. 

1246.  Have  you  been  able  to  form  any  opinion  as  to  the  number  of  clerks  that 
would  probably  bs  saved? — I  have  not.  It  would  dispense,  doubtless,  with  a 
great  number;  I  am  afraid  to  say  how  many,  but  I  should  think  it  might  save  one 
in  a  dozen. 

1247.  Sir  fV.  Clay.]  Have  you  considered  whether  it  would  be  any  con- 
venience to  have  a  gold  coin  of  the  value  of  5^.  ? — I  think  that  a  gold  coin  of  the 
value  of  55.  would  be  inconveniently  small.  There  is  an  objection  with  the 
public  to  small  coins ;  that  is  the  case  at  present  with  the  36^.  piece ;  many  people 
refuse  them,  and  they  principally  circulate  aujong  omnibus  passengers.  There  is 
also  an  objection  in  the  additional  loss  by  abrasion,  which  would  arise  from  the 
smallness  of  the  coin  in  weight  in  proportion  to  its  surface ;  the  amount  allowed 
for  that  loss  between  the  Mint  weight  and  the  current  weight  is  so  sniall  that  the 
coins  would  soon  fall  below  the  legal  weight,  and  therefore  pass  out  of  circulation ; 
nor  could  that  amount  be  safely  increased,  as  any  considerable  increase  would* 
lead  to  a  fraudulent  diminution  of  the  weight.  At  present  so  to  contrive  to 
reduce  the  weight  of  the  sovereign  as  that  it  may  still  be  a  legal  tender^  is  too 
great  an  expense  of  time  and  labour. 

1248.  Are  you  not  aware  that  there  is  a  great  disinclination  on  the  part  of  the 
public  to  make  use  of  the  5^.  silver  coin  ? — Yes,  they  remain  in  bankers'  tills  in 
large  quantities. 

1249.  '^  '^  not,  therefore,  desirable  to  substitute  a  coin  in  circulation  of  the- 
value  of  5^.? — I  do  not  think  that  it  is  wanted;  and  that  the  sovereign,  half- 
sovereign,  florin,  shilling,  and  half-shilling  would  answer  all  purposes. 

Mr.  Francis  Bennoch,  called  in  ;  and  Examined. 

Mr.  F.  Beimoch.        1 250.  WHAT  is  the  nature  of  your  business  ? — I  am  a  Commission  Warehouse- 
man,  at  77,  Wood-street,  Cheapside. 

1251.  Do  you  carry  on  extensive  transactions  not  only  in  this  country  but  in 
France  i — Not  so  much  with  France  as  with  America ;  unfortunately,  in  our  class 
of  business,  in  consequence  of  the  French  tariff,  many  of  our  goods  are  excluded  ;. 
we  purchase  from  France,  but  we  sell  very  little  to  France. 

1252.  Have  you  considered  the  advantages  that  might  arise  from  adopting  a^ 
system  of  decimal  coinage  ? — I  apprehend  that  scarcely  any  person  connected 
with  trade  and  commerce  has  not  turned  his  attention  to  the  fact,  and  found  how 
exceedingly  inconvenient  everything  at  present  is  in  regard  to  what  we  call  a 
system  of  currency. 

1253.  What  is  your  opinion  of  the  evils  of  the  present  system  ? — It  is,  in  my 
judgment,  a  mass  of  evils  and  inconsistencies.  It  necessitates  several  processes  of 
different  calculations  where  one  might  serve :  for  instance,  here  is  a  cost  calculated 
of  a  manufactured  article,  requiring  four  different  calculations  and  four  different 
values  to  make  out  one  simple  cost  of  3^.  2id.;  and  it  is  next  to  impossible,  in  our 
present  coinage,  to  give  an  accurate  result ;  we  must  have  a  small  fraction  on  eactp 
item  left  over,  which  would  not  be  the  case  with  the  decimal  coinage. 

1254.  Does  the  present  coinage  involve  a  consumption  of  more  time  than  if  it 
was  arranged  decimally  ? — Infinitely  :  this  cost  would  occupy  five  minutes,  while 
in  a  decimal  system  it  might  be  done  in  the  fraction  of  a  minute. 

1255.  How  do  you  propose  to  effect  this,  and  what  alterations  in  our  present 
coinage  would  you  sujigest  r — In  the  first  instance  we  require  very  few  changes- 
Gold  being  fixed  in  price,  and  circulating  at  what  was  its  intrinsic  value,  expresses 
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its  market  price ;  but  silver  and  copper  being  circulated  above  their  value,  are  in    Mr.  F.  Bennoek. 

reality  merely  tokens.     There  is  in  fact,  so  far  as  I  can  understand^  no  alteration        

in  relative  value  contemplated.     There  would   be  the  same  quantity  of  copper      14  June  1853* 
given  in  exchange  for  a  florin,  and  the  same  quantity  of  silver  given  for  a  sove- 
reign, that  there  is  now.     The  alteration  desired  is  only  one  of  arrangement,  to 
facilitate  calculations  and  exchanges. 

1256.  What  are  the  real  and  nominal  values  of  silver  and  copper? — The  value 
of  copper  is,  I  find,  to-day,  1  s.  -Jrf.  per  pound,  while  it  circulates  at  is.  4^.  to 
1^.  6d.  per  pound;  silver  is  5  s.  to  5s.  id.  per  ounce,  while  it  circulates  at  55.  6d. 
per  ounce  ;  there  is  no  fear,  therefore,  of  the  copper  or  silver  coin  being  used  for 
manufacturing  purposes,  while  gold  coin  is  being  continually  broken  up  ;  in  fact, 
watchmakers  and  others  prefer  new  sovereigns  to  bullion;  they  are  sure  of  the 
purity ;  they  can  buy  a  quarter  of  an  ounce,  or  sovereign,  with  20  ^.,  without  the 
trouble  of  assaying  it ;  and  I  have  been  informed  that  several  thousands  are  so 
consumed  as  bullion  weekly  in  the  district  of  Gerkenwell. 

1 257.  Do  you  consider  that  pence  are  mere  tokens  up  to  a  shilling,  and  shillings 
mere  tokens  up  to  40*.  r — Just  so. 

1258.  What  are  the  changes  that  would  lie  required  to  make  a  decimal  system 
work  properly? — ^They  are  very  few.  One  of  the  difficulties  is,  in  having  our 
unit  of  account  fixed  so  high  that  it  requires  more  coins  than  under  other  circum- 
stances might  be  required.  Still  there  are  many  reasons  for  retaining  our  unit  of 
value  or  pound  as  it  is  now  ;  and  with  the  farthing  coined  into  the  i,oooth  part  of 
a  pound,  instead  of  the  gCoth,  leaving  the  sovereign  and  florin  as  they  are,  we 
should  only  require  another  coin  to  render  the  system  nearly  perfect. 

1259.  What  do  you  mean  by  another  coin?— I  mean  a  coin  of  the  value  of 
10  mils,  or  tenth  of  a  florin;  we  should  then  have  the  pound,  florin,  cent,  and 
mil.  These  fonr  standard  coins  of  account  would,  I  think,  be  sufficient ;  to  facili- 
tate exchanges  it  would  be  indispensable  to  have  these  divided  into  parts. 

1260.  How  would  you  divide  them  ? — I  would  divide,  first,  the  gold  into  three 
coins;  1  e.,  the  sovereign  or  1,000  mils,  the  half  sovereign  or  500  mils,  and  the 
quarter  sovereign  or  250  mils ;  the  silver  coins  I  would  divide  into  the  florin  or 
100  mils,  half  florin  or  50  mils,  and  quarter  florin  or  25  mils;  and  the  cent, 
or  whatever  name  you  adopt,  of  10  mils;  for  copper,  I  would  have  a  two-mil 
piece  and  a  one-mil  piece ;  giving  nine  coins  in  all. 

1261.  Is  there  any  great  advantage  in  having  so  small  a  number  of  coins? — I 
think  there  are  many  advantages ;  in  the  first  place,  fewer  dies  would  be  required, 
and  consequently  there  would  be  less  expense,  and  I  think  a  smaller  quantity  of 
metal  would  be  required  ;  and  another  thing  is,  that  it  would  be  more  easily 
counted,  there  being  less  labour  in  division. 

1262.  What  would  be  the  size  of  the  smallest  gold  coin? — About  the  size  of  a 
silver  fourpenny- piece  ;  and  a  small  gold  coin  would  be  very  advisable,  for  several 
reasons.  The  recent  discoveries  of  gold  are  likely  to  disturb  the  relative  value 
of  gold  and  silver  ;  and  the  more  you  can  displace,  or  rather  replace,  silver  by  the 
intioduction  of  gold,  the  less  inconvenience  will  be  felt;  besides,  if  with  one  coin  of 
light  weight,  say  i-i6th  of  an  ounce  of  gold,  you  can  supply  the  place  of  five  coins 
of  silver,  weighing  in  the  aggregate  nearly  an  ounce,  the  advantage  would  be 
immediately  felt. 

1263.  Would  there  not  be  an  objection  on  the  part  of  the  public  to  being 
obliged  to  carry  so  small  a  gold  coin  in  their  pockets  ? — I  think  that  might  be  so  at 
first,  but  the  prejudice  would  be  soon  overcome,  and  the  quarter  sovereign  would 
become  a  favourite  ;  it  is  now  current  in  America.  They  have  their  gold  dollar, 
which  is  nearly  one-fifth  less  than  our  250-n>il  piece  would  be ;  it  would  weigh 
nearly  31  grains ;  and  I  find  that  so  loog  ago  as  the  time  of  Henry  tlie  Third,  in 
the  year  1257,  we  had  a  gold  penny,  which  weighed  45  grains. 

1264.  Might  it  not  be  objected  to  on  the  ground  that  it  might  be  mistaken  for 
a  silver  coin  of  a  small  size,  in  giving  change  ? — ^That  is  one  of  the  evils  of  any 
metallic  system,  and  it  might  as  reasonably  be  assigned  as  an  objection  to  our 
present  coinage,  that  the  sovereign  is  sometimes  passed  for  a  shilling,  and  the 
half  sovereign  for  sixpence. 

1265.  Are  you  of  opinion  that  our  gold  coinage  requires  no  amendment,  beyond 
the  introduction  of  250-mjl  pieces.^ — None,  with  the  exception  that  I  would 
advise  that  every  gold  coin  should  have  stamped   upon  it  the  number  of  mils  it 
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Mw.KB^fmo^.  represents,  SO  as  to  familiarise  the  public  with  the  two  most  important  parts  of 
—      our  system,  and  ultimately  lead. them  to  look  upon  mils  as  the  principle  of  our 

i4JdTiei8^3.  currency,  while  pounds  should  remain  as  our  unit;  and  it  would  be  avast  im- 
provement could  it  be  arranged  to  make  our  sovereign  1 20  grains  instead  of  1 23 
grains ;  it  would  then  be  a  quarter  of  an  ounce,  which  would  render  bullion  cal- 
culations very  easy. 

1266.  Would  you  not  adopt  the  mil  as  the  unit? — There  are  several  objec- 
tions to  that ;  first,  the  sovereign  or  pound  is  our  standard  measure  of  value,  and 
DOW  that  gold  is  abundant  it  ought  not  to  be  changed  ;  secondly,  all  our  debt  is 
reckoned  in  pounds  sterling ;  and,  thirdly,  all  the  salaries  and  estimates  of  income 
are  based  upon  that  unit,  which  has  one  advantage,  it  expresses  a  great  sum  in  few 
figures. 

1267.  -What  would  you  recommend  as  regards  the  silver  coinage? — First,  I 
should  recommend  that  an  abundance  of  lo-mil  of  cent  pieces  and  florin  pieces 
should  be  circulated,  and  that  all  half-crowns  and  crowns  should  be  withdrawn  as 
speedily  as  possible,  and  that  no  more  threepenny  and  fourpenny  pieces  should  be 
issued,  nor  indeed  sixpences  or  shillings. 

1268.  How  would  you  deal  with  sixpences  and  shillings? — Sixpences  and  shil- 
lings I  prefer  to  the  crowns  and  half-crowns;  they  are  of  very  little  inconvenience, 
because  they  express  fractional  and  even  decimal  parts  of  a  pound,  and  therefore 
would  easily  harmonize  with  any  system  that  might  be  introduced. 

1269.  You  do  not  see  any  objection  merely  because  they  are  not  divisible  by 
10  ?— Not  at  all ;  and  instead  of  being  called  shillings  and  sixpences  I  should  hope 
they  would  be  called  half  florins  and  quarter  florins. 

1270.  You  suggest  1 -mill  pieces  and  2-mil  pieces  only;  would  not  that  be 
attended  with  very  considerable  inconvenience  in  the  payment  of  tolls  and 
of  penny  stamps,  inasmuch  as  you  would  have  to  carry  about  so  many  single-mil- 
pieces  ? — The  penny  is  an  unfortunate  coin  ;  it  is  neither  the  one  thing  nor  the  other, 
because  you  cannot  make  it  harmonize  with  any  system  that  has  convenience  for 
its  object,  and  is  one  of  the  chief  difficulties  in  the  change  proposed.  If  the 
penny  were  only  thought  of  as  the  240th  part  of  a  pound,  all  difficulty  would 
vanish.  During  the  last  three  months  I  have  paid  considerable  attention  to 
this  matter,  and  have  taken  pains  to  ascertain,  from  all  classes  of  people,  what 
their  opinions  are  with  regard  to  a  copper  coinage,  and  I  am  satisfied  that  in  99 
cases  out  of  100  two  halfpence  would  be  preferred  to  a  penny-piece.  People  prefer 
a  single  coin  when  it  saves  weight  or  trouble;  but  if  neither  object  is  attained, 
they  prefer  the  smaller  coin,  because  a  halfpenny  will  often  serve  the  purpose  of  a 
penny. 

1271.  How  would  you  like  a  5-mil  piece? — I  think  s-mil  pieces  would  be 
very  objectionable,  as  they  would  be  very  clumsy ;  and  as  they  would  be  the  same 
weight  as  two  2-mil  pieces  and  one  i*mil  piece,  therefore  there  is  no  advantage 
gained..  .  ' 

1272.  When  you  speak  of  economising  labour  in  the  small  Coins,  do  you  mean 
in  the  counting  of  them  ? — I  do  ;  to  the  merchant,  and  all  others  engaged  in 
trade  and  commerce  where  book-keeping  is  necessary,  a  decimal  system  is  of 
high  utility,  for  a  simple  process  of  multiplication  and  addition  producer  the  result 
desired,  wnile  fewer  figures  are  used. 

1273.  Have  you  any  calculations  to  show  to  the  Committee  explanatory  of  your 
views  ? — I  have  taken  two  or  three  easy  calculations  ;  for  instance,  if  I  wish  to 
enter  and  carry  out  799  yards,  at  one  farthing  or  one  mil  per  yard,  the  figures 
799  embrace  the  fact  decimally*without  calculation ;  but  if  I  have  to  reduce  it 
into  pence  and  shillings,  I  have  first  to  divide  by  four,  and  then  by  1 2,  making 
15  figures  and  five  lines  to  produce  the  result,  16^.  7jrf.  If  I  am  quick  in 
mental  arithmetic,  and  do  not  require  to  put  my  pen  to  paper,  I  have  still  the 
same  mental  working,  which  is  so  much  time  w^asted.  I  may  also  refer  to 
another  fact,  that  if  I  wish  to  express  19^.  1  i|rf.,  or  to  enter  it  in  columns  of  ray 
book,  I  use  six  figures  and  three  lines,  where  three  figures,  999,  are  enough,  and 
instead  of  three  columns  in  our  ledgers  and  day-books,  we  need  only  two, — a 
simple  line  to  divide  the  pound  sterling  from  its  decimal  parts;  or  we  may  have 
three  columns,  as  now,  one  for  pounds,  one  for  florins,  and  one  for  mils,  which 
would  have  this  one  advantage,  all  our  present  books  would  be  ruled  correctly. 
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1274-  In  either  paying  or  receiving  accounts,  do  you  consider  the  decimal    Mjh.  I.  Benmch. 
system  the  most  convenient  ?--*<Decidedly9  and  for  this  reason  :  if  I  have  to  pay       — -*-.«.*i^ 
999  mils,  I  might  p^y  it  in  one  half  sovereign,  one  quarter  sovereign,  two  florin      14 Jum  1813. 
pieces,  one  quarter  florin  piece,  two  cent  pieces,  and  two  2-mil  pieces,  making 
nine  coin&  in  all.    In  our  present  coinage  it  would  require,  to  pay  the  same  amount, 
one  half-sovereign,  one  crown,  one  half-crown,  one  florin,  one  fourp^nny  piece,  oqq 
penny,  one  halfpenny,  and  one  farthing,  also  making  nine  coins  ;  tMit  that  arises 
from  the  fact  of  our  having  in  circulation  a  florin.     In  au  ordinary  case,  instead  of 
paying  the  whole  money  we  should  probably  pay  a  sovereign  and  receive  b^k  on^ 
mil  or  a  farthing  in  exchange. 

1 275.  Have  you  coQ3idered  any  plan  by  which  the  objection  to  the  small  silver 
and  gold  coins  might  be  overcome  ? — I  have ;  one  by  having  a  perforated  coin  like 
the  Chinese,  where  they  can  be  strung  like  beads  and  suspended  i*ound  the  bqdy. 
There  is  indeed  some  reason  for  believing  that  among  the  earliest  coins  of  tb^ 
world  the  perforated  system  prevailed ;  pockets  not  being  used  the  money  01; 
property  so  carried  gave  distinction  to  the  owner,  and  this  was  doubtless  the  origin 
of  bracelets  and  neck  ornaments  of  precious  stones,  and  also  of  chains  of  gold« 

1276.  Mr.  Kinnaird.]  As  a  means  of  carrying  money? — ^As  a  mean6  of 
carrying  money.  As  a  soit  of  support  of  the  theory  I  have  just  raen4io»ed,  I 
may  state  that  there  is  abundance  of  inferential  proof  of  the  probability  that  such 
was  the  case ;  and  the  fact  will  be  found  very  interesting.  It  is  recorded  that 
one  of  our  Ambassadors  or  Ministers  of  State,  on  visiting  Antwerp,  wrote  that 
he  had  purchased  a  painting  by  Rubens,  with  so  many  links  of  his  gold  chain, 
from  which  we  may  reasonably  conclude  that  the  links  were  of  a  certain  weight 
and  fineness,  and  perhaps  stamped  by  the  goldsmiths,  who  at  any  time  might  be 
called  to  lend  their  notes  on  the  deposit  of  the  chain ;  and  the  stamp  would  isave 
the  trouble  of  re-assaying,  self-protection  being  the  cause  of  tlie  introduction  of 
the  hall-mark  of  the  goldsmithsi 

1277.  ChaifTnan.^  Have  you  any  objection  to  the  perforated  coin  — F  have, 
especially  of  the  more  valuable  metals ;  it  would  give  a  tempting  facility  to  the 
dishonest  to  scrape  metal  from  the  inner  edge,  and  thus  the  coin  might  get 
rapidly  reduced  in  weight,  and  of  course  decreased  in  value. 

1278.  How  would  you  overcome  the  objection? — I  should  prefer  a  solid  coin, 
and  when  I  know  that  the  dollar  gold  coin  is  becoming  popular  in  America, 
where  the  people  are  quite  as  alive  to  a  true  system  as  we  are,  and  when  I 
remember  that  a  coin  of  similar  character  was  common  in  England  600  years 
ago,  when  hands  were  as  hard  and  horny  as  they  are  now-a-days.  the  advantages 
weighed  against  the  disadvantages  are  vastly  superior.  The  small  silver  coin  might 
have  more  alloy  than  the  other  coins,  as  in  the  case  of  the  3-cent  piece  in  the 
United  States,  where  the  alloy  is,  I  believe,  seven  per  cent,  more  than  in  the 
other  silver  coins. 

1 279.  What  are  the  advantages  and  disadvantages  of  the  large  and  small  coins? 
— ^The  advantages  of  the  large  coins,  or  coins  of  considerable  amount,  are  that  a  large 
sum  is  more  easily  counted ;  the  disadvantage  is  to  the  poorer  classes,  who  fre- 
quently have  some  difficulty  to  get  them  changed.  The  advantage  of  the  small 
coin  is  to  all  who  have  to  pay  wages,  the  result  of  piece-work,  where  fractional 
payments  are  to  be  made,  and  to  all  the  poor  who  have  to  buy  their  articles  in 
small  quantities. 

1280.  Can  you  show  what  are  the  evils  resulting  from  an  abundance  of  large 
coins,  whilst  there  is  a  scarcity  of  coins  of  smaller  value  r — Every  manufacturer 
in  the  kingdom  is  cognizant  of  much  mischief,  inconvenience,  and  even  of  vice, 
resulting  from  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  an  abundance  of  small  coins. 

1281.  How  is  that  ? — I  have  known,  when  silver  was  scarce,  several  workpeople 
collect  together  into  the  pay-office,  each  received  a  slip  of  paper,  with  the  amount 
due,  and  one  of  them  (nominated  by  themselves)  received  a  round  sum  in  gold, 
and  as  little  silver  as  possible,  and  were  dismissed  to  divide  it  among  them.  They 
might  not  all  deal  with  the  same  grocer,  or  baker,  or  butcher,  but  there  was  one 
with  whom  they  all  dealt,  I  mean  the  publican,  where  change  could  be  obtained  ; 
and  I  need  hardly  add,  that  frequently  the  division  of  their  wages  by  this  method 
led  to  the  diminution  of  their  wages  and  the  debasement  of  their  minds. 

1282.  Have  any  other  inconveniences  resulted  from  it? — Where  goods  are 
9.66  Q  2  manufactured 
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Mr.  F.  Bennoch.   manufactured  at  the  houses  of  the  workpeople,  the  manufacturer  finds  it  easier  to 

treat  with  one  than  a  number,  and  this  has  led  to  the  introduction  of  a  class  called 

14  June  1853.      undertakers  or  middlemen,  who  come  between  the  nraster  and  the  workpeople, 
Qndertake  all  the  responsibility,  and  receive  and  pay  all  the  money. 

^283.  Might  not  the  well-being  and  convenience  of  the  working  classes  be 
promoted  by  the  middlemen  ? — Undoubtedly  ;  one  man  could  perform  the  details 
for  20,  so  that  20  might  be  kept  at  work  while  one  was  doing  a  duty  which 
otherwise  each  must  do  for  himself;  nevertheless,  I  consider  the  other  to  Ije  the 
primary  cause  of  the  system. 

1284.  Do  you  apprehend  any  difficulties  in  carrying  out  a  system  of  decimal 
coinage? — Of  course  there  are  great  difficuhies,  and  doubtless  there  will  be  objec- 
tions innumerable,  but  a  little  firmness  will  overconje  all  obstacles.  A  little 
enlightened  despotibm,  or  the  mild  exercise  of  arbitrary  power,  would,  in.  such 
cases,  be  a  national  good.  We  are  so  much  the  slaves  of  custom,  that  we  cling 
with  tenacity  to  acknowledged  evil,  because  we  are  either  too  timid  or  too  idle  to 
adopt  a  wiser  course. 

1285.  Who,  in  your  judgment,  would  be  the  chief  objectors;  merchants  and 
traders,  or  the  general  public? — I  cannot  conceive  it  possible  for  any  one  pre- 
tending to  the  character  of  a  banker  or  a  merchant  objecting  to  a  system  which 
would  save  him  20  per  cent,  in  clerks,  whose  aim  is  to  do  the  largest  possible 
amount  with  the  least  possible  labour.  I  should  naturally  expect  that  great  pre- 
judice would  exist  among  the  ignorant,  and  all  that  extensive  class  who  sell 
butter  17  J  ounces  instead  of  16  ounces  to  the  pound,  corn  by  the  old  instead  of  by 
the  imperial  bushel,  and  reckon  by  bolls  instead  of  quarters.  Government,  how- 
ever, is  to  blame  here  for  levying  the  duty  on  the  cwt.  of  112  lbs.  instead  of  by 
the  pound  ;  sometimes  by  shillings  and  pence,  instead  of  on  some  principle  which 
should  be  a  certain  part  of  a  pound  sterling.  From  this  defect  nearly  5,000  /. 
per  annum  is  lost  by  the  Income  Tax,  being  the  difference  3  per  cent,  and  7  d.  in 
the  pound.  In  the  silk  trade,  a  contract  for  so  many  cwt.  means  so  many  100  lbs. 
net. 

1286.  Would  not  the  quantity  sold  very  much  adjust  itself  to  the  amount 
received,  after  a  little  experience  ? — No  doubt  it  would. 

1287.  Do  you  think  a  half  farthing  would  be  of  any  use? — I  think  they  would 
be  of  no  use  whatever.  I  think  it  would  be  given  in  the  same  way  as  people  now 
give  in  the  farthings.  There  is  one  point  I  should  like  to  name  to  the  Committee 
in  regard  to  the  name  of  our  new  coins.  I  have  said  I  consider  there  need  be 
only  four ;  the  present  florin,  and  the  cent  and  mil  as  coins  of  account.  1  think 
it  is  very  important  also  that  we  should  establish  the  principle  of  heading  our 
ledger  columns  with  the  initial  letters  of  our  simple  £ng  1  ' 
important  that,  whatever  names  you  adopt,  they  shou 
removed  from  those  we  now  have  in  use,  in  order  to  prevent  confusion. 

1288.  Mr.  J.  B.  Smith.]  As  you  have  dealings  in  French  goods  you  may  pro- 
bably he  able  to  inform  us  whether  it  would  be  any  convenience  if  we  were  to 
accept  a  decimal  system  of  weights  and  measures,  as  well  as  a  decimal  system 
of  coinage  ? — There  can  be  no  doubt  whatever  that  it  would  greatly  facilitate 
commercial  transactions. 

1289.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  attended  with  more  public  difficulty  than  the 
adoption  of  a  decimal  system  of  coinage? — I  think  it  would,  because  the  chances 
are  you  would  have  a  greater  variety  of  articles  to  measure  than  merely  in 
money. 

1290.  If  both  systems  were  adopted,  do  you  think  it  should  be  done  at  the 
same  time? — I  think  it  would  be  well  if  we  could  manage  it;  but  it  is  not 
essential ;  our  present  weights  and  measures  could  be  calculated  in  decimal 
money  very  easily ;  but  I  think  it  would  be  very  convenient  that  they  should  bear 
a  relationship  to  the  money  calculations,  and  be  regulated  by  the  same  principle. 

John  Baron  Beard,  Esq.,  called  in  ;  and  Examined. 

J.  B.  Bearij  Esq.        1 291.  Chairman.']  WHERE  do  you  reside  ? — No.  12,  Egremont-place,  King's 

Cross. 

1 292.  What  profession  are  you  ? — I  am  an  architect  and  engineer. 
1 2gz*  Do  you  consider  that  the  adoption  of  the  decimal  system  of  coinage 

would 
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Tfould  be  an  advantage  to  the  country,  by  simplifying  accounts,  and  that  it  would    «^-  fi*  Beard^  Esq. 

enable  architects  and  engineers  and  others  to  perforin  their  work  with  more  cer-       

tainty,  and  in  less  time  ? — Certainly.  H  June  1853. 

1294.  Do  you  consider  that  it  would  be  a  labour-saving  machine  ? — Certainly. 

1295.  Have  you  any  idea  what  per-centage  of  labour  would  be  saved  in  com. 
plicated  calculations  usually  made  by  engineers  and  architect!)  ? — I  sliould  say  it 
would  save  a  great  deal  of  labour  ;  but,  at  present,  I  calculate  nearly  everything 
by  decimals,  and  therefore  I  should  not  save  so  much  time  and  labour  as  many 
others,  and  particularly  in  what  they  call  cross-multiplication,  and  which  occupies 
a  great  deal  of  tiaie,  although  it  is  surprising  what  habit  will  do  in  such  cases. 
If  you  ask  such  a  person  to  multiply  6  feet  8  inches  by  5  feet  6  inches,  habit  will 
enable  him  to  give  you  the  answers  almost  before  you  have  finished  speaking. 

1296.  Sir  TF.  C/ay.]  By  cross-multiplication  you  mean  duodecimal  multipli- 
cation ? — ^Yes. 

1297.  Chairman.']  In  order  to  facilitate  education  in  schools,  do  you  think' 
it  desirable  that  the  inspectors  of  schools  should  be  instructed  by  Government  to 
inform  the  masters  that  an  essential  part  of  the  education  of  the  rising  genera- 
tion must  of  necessity  be  in  decimal  calculation,  assuming  that  it  is  contem- 
plated by  Parliament  to  adopt  a  decimal  system  ? — No  doubt  of  it ;  but  I  would 
add  that,  in  almost  every  trade  and  profession  ihey  have  a  kind  of  arithmetic 
of  their  own,  which  ihey  will  carry  out,  independently  of  all  schools.  Whether  it"* 
be  the  fault  of  the  present  system,  and  that  it  would  be  altered  by  the  adoption  of 
the  decimal  system,  I  know  not ;  but  I  know  that  at  present,  if  you  take  a  school- 
boy who  is  considered  the  best  arithmetician,  he  is  not  competent  for  months, 
until  he  acquires  your  ways  and  habits. 

1 298.  If  it  were  insisted  upon  that  it  was  an  essential  part  of  education,  and 
the  inspectors  refused  to  certify  that  the  boys  were  properly  taught  unless  they 
had  acquired  a  knowledge  of  decimal  calculations,  would  not  that  in  a  certain 
measure  compel  the  teaching  of  decimals? — Not  the  least  doubt  of  it. 

1299.  Mr.  J.  B.  Smith.]  Do  you  at  present  calculate  for  measurements  by 
decimals? — By  duodecimals.  If,  a3  a  surveyor,  I  meet  another  gentleman  upon 
the  subject  of  dilapidations,  or  anything  of  that  sort,  I  am  obliged  to  concur  in 
his  mode  of  calculation,  which  is  by  duodecimals. 

1300.  Those  calculations  would  be  much  more  easily  made  by  a  decimal  sys- 
tem ? — I  think  they  would. 

1301.  Supposing  the  systems  of  weights  and  measures  were  also  decimalized, 
would  the  system  be  more  easy  by  decimals  than  by  duodecimals?— I  have  a 
doubt  about  it ;  the  rapidity  with  which  duodecimal  calculations  are  made  from 
the  effect  of  habit  is  astonishing ;  but  still  I  admire  the  decimal  system  very  much 
indeed.  ^ 

1302.  Chaij^man.]  Would  it  not  enable  many  gentlemen,  who  have  been  taught 
the  duodecimal  system,  to  adopt  it,  and  to  examine  their  own  accounts  rather 
than  trust  to  accountants? — I  think  there  is  not  the  slightest  doubt  about  it;  all 
gentlemen  have  learned  decimals  at  school. 

1303.  Sir  W.  ClayJ]  Do  you  think  that  any  particular  inconvenience  would  be 
felt  in  the  adoption  of  the  decimal  system,  as  regards  the  relation  of  employers 
and  workm.en,  or  in  the  transactions  of  the  poor  ? — I  think  there  would  not  be 
any  very  great  difference. 

1304.  Do  you  think  that  artisans  and  labourers  would  readily  accustom  them- 
selves to  the  calculation  of  their  wages  in  the  new  system  of  decimal  coinage  ? — 
Certainly. 

1305.  ChairnuxnJ]  Is  it  your  opinion  that  the  new  coins  and  the  present  coins 
might  circulate  concurrently,  without  inconvenience  to  the  public  ? — Certainly ; 
that  may  be  upon  a  system  which  I  am  prepared  to  suggest,  but  upon  no 
other. 
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Jovis,  le^"  die  Juniij  1853. 


MEMBHR6   PRESENT. 


Mr.  William  Brown. 
Mr.  J.  B.  Smith. 
Mr.  Kinnaird. 


Viscount  Goderich. 
Mr.  Dunlop. 
Sir  William  Clay. 


WILLIAM  BROWN,  Esq.,  in  the  Chair. 


Thomas  Bazley^  Esq.,  called  in  ;  and  Examined. 

r.  Bazley^  Eiq.  ^  3^6.  Chairman.']  I  believe  you  are  President  of  the  Chamber  of  Comtnerce 
at  Manchester  ? — I  am. 

"^«*  53-  J 207.  On  the  25th  March  1852,  that  Chamber   preferred  a  petition  to  the 

Government  in  favour  of  decimal  coinage,  weights,  and  measures  ? — It  did. 

1308.  Was  there  a  general  feeling  among  the  members  of  the  Chambci:  that 
the  adoption  of  it  would  be  a  boon  to  the  country  ? — ^There  was  an  unanimous 
feeling  to  that  effect. 

1309.  You  must  frequently  come  into  contact  with  foreigners  and  others  dealing 
in  countries  where  the  currency  is  decimalized  ;  do  they  calculate  in  our  figures  or 
their  own  ? — I  apprehend  that  they  calculate  in  their  own. 

1310.  And  then  convert  those  calculations  into  British  money? — Precisely. 

1311.  You  are  conversant  in  Manchester  with  the  advantages  of  new  and 
perfect  machinery  in  enabling  us  to  compete  with  other  nations  of  the  world ;  do 
you  not  think  that  if  our  currency  were  decimalized  it  would  act  in  the  same  way 
as  a  labour-saving  machine,  and  put  us  on  a  footing  in  that  respect  with  France 
and  the  United  States?— I  do. 

1312.  Have  you  turned  your  attention  at  all  to  the  advantages  that  would  result 
from  the  adoption  of  the  decimal  system  by  the  saving  of  time  in  educating  the 
humbler  classes  ? — I  apprehend  that  the  simplicity  of  the  decimal  system  would 
give  great  advantages  to  young  people  in  acquiring  the  rudiments  of  calculation. 

1313.  Have  you  considered  what  coins  would  be  most  convenient,  or  do  you 
merely  take  the  broad  view  that  the  decimal  system  would  be  the  best  r — I  take 
the  broad  view,  and  should  be  glad  to  see  some  simple  system  adopted. 

1314.  In  the  event  of  a  change,  such  as  I  hope  the  Government  contemplate, 
do  you  apprehend  that,  in  paying  workmen,  there  would  be  any  objection  on-  their 
part,  when  they  once  understood  it  ? — Not  the  least.  In  many  cases,  even  at  pre- 
sent, we  make  our  ordinary  calculations  upon  decimal  principles^  and  then  have  to 
revert  to  the  ordinary  cunent  system. 

1315.  I  apprehend  that  many  of  our  machine  makers,  and  such  as  have  to 
make  nice  calculations,  are  compelled  to  resort  to  the  decimal  system  ? — Ti^y  do 
so,  principally  ;  in  all  our  own  estimates  of  costs  our  calculations  are  entirely 
made  upon  the  decimal  system,  and  we  convert  them  then  into  the  ordinary 
figures. 

1316.  Have  you  any  doubt,  that  if  we  adopt  a  decimal  system  it  would  not  only 
abridge  labour,  but  diminish  the  chances  of  mistakes? — I  think  so,  decidedly;  it 
would  be  doubly  beneficial. 

1317.  Do  you  consider  that  those  you  constantly  associate  with  in  Manchester 
are  favourable  to  the  change  ? — As  a  rule,  certainly. 

Kenr^th 
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Kenneth  Dowiej  Esq.,  was  called  in ;  and  Examined. 

1318.  Chairman.]  ARE  you  a  member  of  the  Liverpool  Chamber  of  Com-     X- Doww,  Esq. 
mercer — I  am.  — 

1319.  I  believe  that  they  have  sent  in  a  memorial  recommending  the  adoption      '^  ^^^  ^^^" 
of  the  decimal  system  ? — They  have ;  they  addressed  one  to  the  President  of  the 

Board  of  Trade. 

1320.  I  believe  that,  in  consequence  of  some  directions  you  received  from  the 
Chairman  of  this  Committee,  to  make  inquiries  throughout  Liverpool  as  to  the 
feelings,  upon  this  subject,  of  parties  in  the  habit  of  dealing  in  small  sums,  you, 
with  Mr.  Heath,  called  upon  several  gentlemen  with  that  view  ? — Yes. 

1321.  Have  the  goodness  to  state  the  result  of  your  inquiries? — The  question 
we  generally  put  to  those  upon  whom  we  called,  was  with  reference  to  the  effect  on 
the  poor  by  the  alteration  of  the  small  coins,  and  the  univeraal  opinion  appeared 
to  be,  that  owing  to  the  competition,  the  value  of  the  new  coins  would  speedily 
adjust  itself  to  the  quantity  sold,  and  without  loss  to  the  purchaser. 

1322.  That  is,  that  the  quantity  sold  would  be  proportioned  to  the  amount  of 
money  received  ? — Yes. 

1323.  What  is  your  opinion  of  the  decimal  system  generally  ? — I  think  that  it 
would  be  a  great  boon  to  merchants,  and  to  all  people  keeping  accounts,  and,  in 
fact,  to  every  one  who  has  occasion  to  reckon, 

1324  Have  you  considered  how  the  coins  might  be  divided  with  the  greatest 
convenience  to  the  public  ? — My  idea  is  that  we  should  keep  all  the  silver  coins, 
for  the  present  at  any  rate,  except  the  4^.,  and  perhaps  the  3d. ;  all  the  others 
have  a  decimal  relation  to  one  another. 

1325.  Do  you  think  that  any  dissatisfaction  would  be  evinced  or  any  great 
inconvenience  felt  if  the  Government,  by  an  Order  in  Council,  directed  the 
present  "farthing"  to  be  called  a  *'  mil,"  and  the  present  ^^ penny  "  " four  mils," 
and  that  the  old  rimmed  **  penny"  should  be  considered  "five  mils ''? — I  have  no 
doubt  that  the  lower  orders  might  be  a  little  annoyed  at  it  at  first,  as  they  do 
not  like  the  introduction  of  new  coins  and  foreign  names. 

1326.  Supposing  they  chose  to  retain  those  names  for  their  own  arrangement, 
inasmuch  as  it  would  be  a  loss  of  four  per  cent,  on  the  small  penny,  if  I  may  so 
call  it,  but  a  gain  of  20  per  cent,  upon  the  large  penny,  would  they  not  so  nearly 
compensate  each  other  as  to  prevent  any  great  loss  or  gain  to  the  public  ? — I 
think  that  the  poorer  classes  would  be  gainers  by  it. 

1327.  You  do  not  apprehend  that  any  serious  difficulty  would  arise  if  Govern- 
ment chose  to  adopt  that  system  instead  of  issuing  new  coins  ? — I  think  not,  if 
we  were  to  have  a  one-mil  piece,  a  two^mil  piece,  a  four-mil  piece,  and  five-mil 
piece,  withdrawing  the  3  d.  and  4^. 

1328.  You  would  probably  think  it  advisable  that  the  Government  should  mark 
the  number  of  mills  upon  each  of  the  new  coins  ? — Certainly. 

1329.  The  public  would  probably  soon  discern  that  25  mils  were  equivalent 
to  6  d.9  and  50  mils  to  1  j.,  and  that  they  would  pass  for  the  same  amounts  ? — 
Just  so. 

1330.  How  would  you  keep  your  books,  in  pounds,  florins,  and  mils,  or  in 
four  columns? — I  would  keep  them  in  three  columns,  pounds,  florins,  and  mils. 

1 33 1 .  Are  you  of  opinion  that  the  adopting  the  decimal  system  would  be  almost 
as  valuable  to  us,  and  probably  more  so,  as  many  of  our  labour-saving  machines  ? 
— I  think  that  it  would  be  very  valuable  in  that  point  of  view. 

1332.  If  the  poor  jnan  found, that  he  received  six  four-mil  pieces  and  a  farthing 
for  6  d.  do  you  think  he  would  be  better  satisfied  with  it  than  with  the  five-rail 
pieces  ? — I  think  the  tendency  would  be  to  please  him. 

1333.  Do  you  think  that  half-farthings  are  wanted  at  all  in  Liverpool  ?— I  think 
not,  from  what  I  heard. 

1334.  Did  you  call  on  a  great  number  of  persons?— The  number  was  not  very 
great,  but  some  of  tbem  were  extensively  connected  with  retail  shops.  I  under- 
stood that  one  gentleman  upon  whom  we  called  had  -17  retail  shops. 

1335.  Have  you  considered  the  effect  that  it  would  have  upon  the  education  of 
0.66.  Q  4  ^^^ 
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K.  Dowitf  Esq.     the  risina  generation  ? — It  certainly  would  raake  a  knowledge  of  arithmetic  by  the 

poorer  classes  more  easily  attainable,  and  they  would  become  more  numerously 

16  June  1853.      acquainted  with  it,  I  should  think. 

^336.  Do  3^ou  think  that  it  would  be  readily  adopted  by  those  who  have  been 
educated  in  the  pounds,  shillings  and  pence  system  ?— I  think  that  they  would  in 
general  be  glad  to  do  it. 

1337.  Would  you  change  the  names  of  the  coins? — I  should  prefer  the  use  of 
the  term  **mil  *'  as  helping  to  introduce  the  system,  but  four  mils  might  be  called 
1  d.,  to  distinguish  them  from  the  five  mils. 

1338.  I  think  you  have  already  stated  to  us  that  the  members  of  the  Chamber 
of  Commerce  were  unanimous  in  considering  the  system  beneficial  ? — The  special 
committee  was ;  I  was  not  present  at  the  passing  of  the  report. 

1339.  Those  not  present  acquiesced  in  it,  I  presume? — Yes. 

1340.  You  heard  of  no  objection  to  it? — I  have  no  doubt  that  they  were 
unanimous. 

1341.  Mr.  /.  B.  Smith.']  Have  you  ever  considered  the  desirability  of  adopting 
the  decimal  system  of  weights  and  measures? — 1  have  not  given  it  any  particular 
consideration  beyond  the  general  one,  that  it  must  be  an  immense  saving  of  labour 
if  introduced. 

1342.  Do  you  think  that  the  decimal  system  would  be  complete  if  we  strictly 
confined  it  to  money  r — Certainly  not  ^  it  would  be  desirable  to  go  on  and  deci- 
malize the  weights  and  measures. 

1343.  Are  you  at  all  acquainted  with  the  French  system  of  weights  and 
measures  ? — Not  thoroughly, 

1344.  Do  you  think  that  it  would  be  a  great  advantage  to  a  town  like  Liverpool 
if  the  weights  and  measures  of  all  civilised  nations  were  alike? — Certainly,  it 
would  be  a  great  advantage. 

134.5.  If  such  an  object  could  be  accomptished,  you  think  it  would  be  a  great 
advantage? — I  do. 

1346.  Do  you  think  that  there  would  be  any  insuperable  objections  with  foreign 
countries  to  the  adoption  of  such  a  plan?— I  fear  the  diflSculties  are  very  great. 

1347.  Are  you  aware  that  the  French  system  obtains  in  four  or  five  other  coun- 
tries ? — I  am  not  aware  of  that. 

1348.  Chairmmi.]  Do  we  understand  you  to  say  that,  in  your  judgment,  a 
decimal  system,  if  carried  out,  would  be  of  great  national  importance,  although 
we  might  not  all  agree  as  to  the  exact  mode  of  carrying  it  out  ? — I  think  it  would 
be  of  very  great  advantage.  '■':\ 

Mr.  Henry  Kirkham^  called  in ;  and  Examined. 

Mr.  H.  Kirkhutn.        1349.  Chahinan.]  WHAT  are  you  ? — I  am  clerk  and  principal  manager  in 

a  tea  and  grocery  establishment  at  23,  Mathew-street,  Liverpool,  and  reside  at 

No.  9,  Roe-street,  being  one  of  the  branch  shops. 

1350.  We  understand  that  you  are  extensively  engaged  in  several  shops  in 
Liverpool,  some  of  them  dealing  with  the  more  opulent  class  of  people,  and  others 
with  the  poorer  classes  ;  how  many  of  each  have  you  ? — Aboiit  an  equal  number 
of  each.  There  are  14  shops  altogether  in  Liverpool  which  are  branches  of  the 
establishment  that  I  am  connected  with. 

1351.  Have  you  prepared  tables  showing  the  very  small  sums  that  are  paid  for 
a  given  number  of  articles  ? — I  have. 

[The  Witness  handed  in  the  subjoined  Tables.] 
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1352.  How  did  you  arrive  at  such  data  r—By  Dotiog  down  every  curtomer  as    Mr.  H.  Kirkham. 

they  came  into  the  shop,  the  number  of  articles  they  purchased,  and  the  amouut       — ^ 

of  money  they  paid  for  those  articles.  16  June  1853. 

^353*  Within  what  period? — A  day  was  devoted  to  each  statement.  One  was 
made  out  about  10  years  ago,  and  the  other  three  years  ago. 

1354.  Have  you  made  any  inquiries  of  a  similar  description  witiiin  the  last 
week  or  so  ? — Those  statements  are  applicable  to  the  present  time. 

1354**  I^  parties  buying  such  small  articles  as  appear  upon  the  face  of  those 
documents  you  have  handed  in  were  made  fully  aware  ihat  6  J.  would  represent 
55  mils  instead  of  24  farthings,  do  you  apprehend  any  difficulty  on  their  part  r — I 
do  not  think  that  there  would  be,  as  regards  the  amount ;  there  might  be  some  diffi- 
culty as  to  tbe  .names. 

1355-  What  name  would  you  prefer? — I  should  prefer  Uie  ret^ticm  of  the 
ter^n  **  forthii^g.*' 

1356.  Supposing  the  term  ^'  mill  "  to  be  used  in  accounts,  do  you  not  jUbink  thai 
the  people  would  still  look  upon  it  »as  a  fftrthiog,  ^nd  cell  it  50  ? — I  think  they 
would ;  ,aud,  therefore,  it  would  be  better  jprobably  to  change  the  name. 

J  357-  From  the  constant  fluciuation  there  is  in  the  price  of  articles,  of  articles 
coQSumed  by  the  poor,  such  as  lea,  suoar  and  coffee,  is  there  any  difficulty  in 
assimilating  the  quantity  sold  to  the  value  of  the  money  received  ? — Not  at  all. 

1358.  The  poorer  classes  are  intelligent  enough  to  know  that  the  quantity  mus^t 
be  apportioned  to  the  amount  of  money  they  pay  ? — The  weight  is  always  the 
same ;  hut  as  the  market  fluctuates^  the  price,  of  course,  is  increased  or  diminij^hed. 

U59-  Y<^"  uicrepse  the  price,  and  not  dimiui&h  the  quantity  of  the  article?— 
The  quantity  of  the  article  always  remains  the  same. 

1360.  If  you  kept  your  books  on  the  decimal  system,  would  it  or  would  it  not  be 
a  great  saving  of  labour  to  you  ? — I  do  not  think  that  it  would  save  us  much 
labour ;  it  would  be  more  simple  when  better  understood. 

1361.  Would  it  decrease  the  chance  of  mistake  ? — I  think  it  might. 

1362.  Assuming  that  the  sovereign  be  divided  iato  1,000  parts  or  mils,  the 
half-sovereign  into  500,  the  crown  into  250,  the  half-ccowja  into  125,  the  florin 
into  100,  the  shilling  into  50,  and  the  sixpence  into  25,  bow  would  ygu  arrange 
the  copper  coins,  so  as  not  inconveniently  to  increase  the  number  of  them,  and 
yet  to  facilitate  the  operations  of  the  poor? — I  see  tuo  difficulty  in  that  arrange- 
ment down  to  sixpence,  although  I  think  that  the  crown-piece  might  almost  be 
dispensed  with ;  below  the  sixpence,  I  twould  entirely  do  away  with  the  thuee^ 
pence  and  fourpence.  I  would  issue  the  one  .mil  or  farthing,  the  two  mUs  or 
halfpenny,  and  the  four  mils  or  penny,  which  is  a  very  important  coin. in 
dealing;  the  five-null  piece  is  perhaps  not  altogether  necessary,  but  I  would 
suggest  the  issue  of  a  two-penny  halfpenny  piece  or  10  mils. 

1363.  Should  that  be  of  silver  or  copper  ? — A  mixed  metal,  silver  and  copper  5 
if  made  of  silver  only,  it  would  be  objectionable,  on  account  of  the  small  size,  as 
is  the  case  with  the  three-penny  piece  at  the  present  time. 

1364.  In  your  business,  do  you  require  half-farthings  or  mils  ? — Not  at  all. 

1365.  Are  they  used  at  all  in  Liverpool? — I  should  say  not. 

1366.  Have  you,  generally  speaking,  a  sufficient  number  of  farthings  ? — There  is 
a  very  great  deficiency. 

1367.  I  think  I  understand  that  you  would  prefer  the  change  of  names,  although 
the  poor  might  choose  to  continue  the  names  uf  *'  farthing,"  **  halfpenny,''  and 
**  penny"? — I  think  the  sixpenny  piece  would  not  do  if  you  retained  the  name  of 
"  iarthing,"  and  should  prefer  that  of  quarter-florin,  as  it  would  be  difficult  to 
convince  them  that  25  farthings  were  sixpence;  nor  would  it  be  desirable  to  have 
the  five-mil  piece  to  be  called  one  penny,  inasmuch  as  for  the  sixpenny  piece  they 
would  naturally  expect  six  penny  pieces,  whatever  the  value  of  the  penny  might 
be,  and  the  sixpence  would  only  pass  in  exchange  for  five  five-mil  pieces. 

1368.  If  the  smallest  denomination  of  coin  were  distinctly  marked  upon  each 
piece,  from  one  mil  upwards,  would  the  poor  at  once  be  able  to  appreciate  its 
value,  whether  you  adopt  the  name  of  *' farthing*'  or  ^'mil"? — I  think  so. 

1369.  Taking  into  consideration  the  difficulties  that  might  arise  on  the 
one  hand,  and  on  the  other  the  advantages  that  would  result,  is  it  your 
opinion  that  if  the  contemplated  change  took  place  tliere  would  be  a  fair  balance 
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Mr.  H.  Kirhham.    of  gain  to  the  public  ? — I  think  that  the  difficulties  in  the  first  instance  would  not 

be  so  great  or  serious  but  that  they  would  soon  be  overcome. 

16  June  1853.  J  270;  You  probably  have  not  considered  the  difficulty  as  to  bridge  and  other 

tolls  established  by  Act  of  Parliament  ? — I  have  not ;  I  have  considered,  to  a  certain 
extent,  the  alterations  in  duty,  such  as  the  present  reduction  o{/\d.  per  lb.  on  tea, 
and  the  further  contemplated  reduction  on  that  article.  1  think  that  the  five-mil 
piece  would  interfere  with  the  plan  at  present  laid  down  by  Act  of  Parliament  for 
the  payment  of  duties. 

1371.  Probably  that  might  be  met  by  what  one  may  call  a  give-and-take 
system,  increasing  one  duty  and  diminishing  another? — It  might;  there  would 
ultimately  be  no  difficulty  in  paying  the  duty,  inasmuch  as  at  present  we  never 
pay  fractional  parts ;  in  paying  duty  we  are  always  charged  by  the  Customs  1  d.  if 
there  be  a  fraction  of  |c2.  or  |  d. 

1372.  Do  you  keep  your  accounts  in  less  coins  than  \d.} — Not  in  the  office, 
but  in  the  shops  we  do. 

1373-  1^0  y^u  ever  open  accounts  with  the  poor? — We  do  not. 

1374.  Mr.  Kinnaird.']  Is  it  principally  the  labouring  classes  who  attend  your 
shops  ? — ^From  the  two  statements  that  I  have  submitted  to  the  Committee,  it  will 
appear  that  they  are  principally  porters,  or  labourers  connected  with  all  branches 
of  trade ;  masons,  bricklayers,  and  so  on,  and  also  parties  who  get  a  day*s  work 
where  they  can. 

1375-  Mr.  J.  B.  Smith.}  By  the  statement  that  you  have  delivered  in,  I  see  that 
to  230  customers  you  sold  400  articles,  of  the  total  value  of  4/.  1^.  4d.,  or  an 
average  of  2 i£^.  each  article;  what  articles  are  comprised  in  that? — Tea,  coffee, 
cocoa,  spices  of  various  kinds,  sugars,  soap,  candles,  soda,  and  all  common  articles 
of  consumption,  and  tobacco  and  snuff  at  some  of  our  shops. 

1376.  If  a  person  buys  an  article,  the  price  of  which  comes  to  a  half-farthing, 
how  do  you  dispose  of  it  ? — It  is  always  charged  as  a  farthing.  At  present  the 
prices  are  not  so  low  as  to  make  it  requisite  to  descend  so  low ;  we  never  make 
up  less  than  a  quarter  of  an  ounce  of  any  article. 

1377.  Do  you  sell  so  small  a  quantity  as  half  an  ounce  of  tea  ? — Yes. 

1378.  The  duty  on  tea  having  been  reduced  4ci.  per  lb.,  what  advantage  is 
derived  by  the  buyer  of  half  an  ounce  ? — At  the  present  time,  on  account  of  the 
advance  in  the  market,  and  principally  on  account  of  the  unsettled  state  of  China, 
the  advantage  would  be  very  trifling,  not  more  than  2  d.  per  lb.  in  any  instance. 
It  has  been  stated  that  the  public  would  reap  no  benefit  by  the  reduction,  as  the 
4  d.  would  go  into  the  pockets  of  the  merchant  and  the  dealer ;  but  that  is  a  very 
false  statement,  and  I  have  no  doubt  intentionally  made,  the  real  cause  being  the 
disturbed  state  of  China. 

1379.  Assuming  that  there  were  no  disturbances  in  China,  and  that  the  41/. 
per  lb.  were  taken  off  tea,  v^hat  advantage  would  the  purchaser  of  half  an  ounce 
reap  from  that  reduction  ? — Not  any  ;  customers  of  not  less  than  an  ounce  of  tea 
only  would  derive  a  benefit,  except  that  they  might  get  a  little  better  quality  for 
their  money. 

1380.  Is  it  not  a  great  disadvantage  with  persons  buying  small  quantities  of 
any  article  that  there  are  generally  mictions  of  a  farthing? — A  very  great  dis- 
advantage. 

1381.  But  a  great  advantage  goes  to  the  shopkeeper.^ — Yes,  except  that  we 
must  have  a  great  deal  of  extra  labour  for  it,  which  entails  upon  us  more 
expense. 

1382.  Would  it  not  be  a  great  advantage  to  the  purchasers  of  those  small 
articles  to  have  a  coin  of  a  less  denomination  than  a  farthing? — I  think  not;  it 
would  lead  them  into  a  still  worse  practice  than  they  pursue  at  present ;  they  would 
become  more  improvident,  and  would  be  induced  to  buy  more  from  band  to  mouth 
than  they  do  now,  and  by  that  means  suffer. 

1383.  If  we  had  a  half-farthing,  do  you  think  that  people  would  be  induced  to 
buy  articles  costing  less  than  2  i  J.  on  an  average  ? — Yes ;  and  they  would  descend 
into  the  very  small  hucksters'  shops,  where  they  would  be  accommodated  with 
those  very  low  fractional  parts,  but  would  get  an  article  of  not  half  the  value  of 
that  which  they  would  purchase  in  the  larger  establishments. 

1384.  Do  you  conceive  that  the  purchasers  of  those  small  articles  are,  generally 
BpeiJ^ing,  improvident  people  ? — A  good  many  of  them  are. 

1385.  Then 
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1385.  Then  you  do  not  see  aoy  advantage  in  the  use  of  half-farthings  ? — Rather    ^^'  -^^-  K^rkham. 
a  disadvantage. 

138C.  Do  you  make  use  of  them  ?— Never.  *^  "'""^  ^^^^• 

1387.  When  a  person  comes  to  purchase  an  article  which  comes  to  rather 
less  than  a  farthing,  do  you  on  any  occasion  give  him  any  extra  quantity  of  the 
article  ? — ^We  never  make  up  anything  that  comes  to  less  than  a  farthing  ;  a  quarter 
of  an  ounce  oi  3  d.  tea  would  be  three-fSsirthings,  although  at  the  present  time  we 
have  tea  that  we  sell  Bi  2  \d.  If  a  person  wanted  to  buy  a  quarter  of  an  ounce, 
we  should  not  sell  him  the  2  \d.  tea,  which  would  leave  a  fraction ;  but  if  he  asked 
for  half  an  ounce,  we  should  sell  him  that  at  2  i  d,^  which  would  be  1  i  cf.,  with- 
out any  fraction. 

1388.  Those  persons  who  buy  half  an  ounce  of  tea  derive  no  benefit  from  the 
reduction  in  the  duty  ? — They  do  not  from  the  present  small  reduction,  but  they 
will  ultimately. 

1389.  When  the  reduction  amounts  U)  is.  ^d.  per  lb.  they  would  benefit  to  the 
extent  of  a  halfpenny  r — Certainly.  In  my  opinion,  the  great  mistake  in  making 
any  alteration  in  duties  is  in  taking  a  small  amount  off  a  number  of  articles  rather 
than  a  large  slice  off  one  article.  By  taking  off  a  small  amount,  say  4  ^.  a  pound 
on  tea,  you  cannot,  if  it  advances  anything  at  all  in  the  market,  reduce  the  price 
of  so  small  a  quantity  as  an  ounce;  if  a  large  amount  were  taken  off. one  article, 
the  public  would  reap  the  benefit. 

J  390.  And  at  the  same  time  the  consumption  would  probably  very  much 
increase? — No  doubt. 

1391.  As  the  purchasers  of  small  quantities  of  tea  derive  no  benefit  from  a 
reduction  of  the  duty,  the  consumption  will  not  increase? — Not  much. 

1392.  You  do  not  look  for  any  large  increase  in  the  consumption  of  tea  until 
the  duty  is  further  reduced  ? — No. 

1393.  So  far  as  your  experience  goes,  has  that  been  the  case  with  sugar?—- 
Sugar  is  rather  a  different  article  to  tea,  as  the  quantity  bought  is  so  very  much 
larger ;  a  working  man's  wife  will  not  buy  more  than  two  ounces  of  tea  in  the 
week,  whereas  she  will  buy  two  or  three  pounds  of  sugar. 

1 394.  Do  you  find,  as  the  reduction  in  the  duty  on  sugar  goes  on,  that  the  con- 
sumption is  increasing  ? — Not  so  much  as  it  would  have  done  if  the  reduction  in 
the  duty  had  taken  place  at  once.  If  it  had  been  reduced  to  the  West  Indian 
produce  of  10^.,  the  change  would  have  been  immense,  as  it  would  have  brought 
the  price  of  sugar  down  1  d.  per  lb.  at  once,  and  the  loss  to  the  revenue  would 
have  been  made  up  by  the  extra  quantity  sold. 

1395.  Are  you  not  compelled  to  make  changes  to  accommodate  the  quantity 
and  the  value  of  the  article  to  the  money  you  receive,  be  that  money  what  it  may  ? 
— The  quality  of  the  article  has  to  be  changed  in  some  instances  almost  weekly, 
according  to  the  fluctuations  of  the  trade.  That  remark  applies  particularly  to 
the  article  of  su^r,  on  which  the  profit  is  so  very  small,  that  if  the  market  price 
goes  up  ]  s.  per  cwt.,  we  are  compelled  to  sell  an  article  of  a  shade  worse  colour. 
If  the  poor  people  go  to  the  very  low  shops,  they  get  an  inferior  article  for  the 
same  amount  as  they  pay  at  the  best  shops. 

1396.  In  the  event  of  the  article  being  of  rather  more  value  than  one  farthing, 
the  turn  would  be  in  favour  of  the  poor  u)an  ? — Just  so. 

1397.  Mr.  Kirmaird.']  Have  you  considered  the  decimal  coinage  with  reference 
to  facilitating  the  keeping  of  accounts  ? — I  think  it  would  simplify  accounts  very 
much. 

1398.  Have  you  formed  any  opinion  as  to  whether  the  change  of  coinage  and 
the  change  of  names  would  be  an  inconvenience  to  the  workmg  classes  ? — I  think 
not ;  they  might  have  an  objection  to  the  change. 

1399.  But  no  objection,  you  think,  that  would  not  soon  yield  to  experience? — 
I  think  it  would  soon  be  got  over. 

1400.  I  und,erstand  that  you  would  be  very  glad  if  this  change  were  adopted  ? 
— I  should  have  no  objection  to  it  at  all. 

1401.  Chairman.]  Do  the  country  people  deal  much  in  farthings  when  they 
come  to  your  shop  ? — Not  at  all.  • 

1402.  'Have  they  any  objection  to  them  ? — Yes ;  if  we  offer  them  a  farthing  they 
vill  not  take  it. 
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Mr.  H.  Kirklum. 


i6  June  1853. 


1403.  Do  you  think  that  a  coin  of  less  value  than  a  mil  would  be  of  any  use 
to  the  poor  ? — It  is  not  at  all  desirable. 

1404.  Mr.  Kinmird.]  Do  they  often  prefer  losing  the  farthing  to  taking  it? — 
They  would  not  lose  it;  they  take  care  we  lost  it,  for  they  would  not  give  it 
us.  In  casting  up  a  quantity  of  goods  which  would  come  to  55.  7  J^.  they  would 
take  off  the  halfpenny,  saying  **  we  are  not  going  to  give  you  the  halfpenny/' 
They  seem  more  rejoiced  at  getting  that  halfpenny  than  if  it  were  a  lar»jer 
amount  in  another  way. 

1405.  Mr.  J.  B.  Smith.']  I  presume  it  is  only  in  larger  transactions  that  the 
coimtry  people  decline  to  pay  the  farthing?— Even  tlie  wife  of  a  poor  working 
man  in  the  country  only  earning  his  10^.  a  week  would  not  think  of  buying  less 
than  2s.  or  3^.  worth  of  goods ;  in  fact,  she  buys  her  week's  supply. 

1406.  Chairman.]  Do  you  tliink  that  that  prevails  in  the  country  abops  alao? 
•f— To  a4;reai  extent. 

1407.  Mr.  Kinnaird.]  That  makes  SBlurday  with  you  a  *busy  day  ? — It  do«8. 

1408.  Chairman.]  Were  the  figures  that  you  have  put  in  taken  on  a  Saturday  ? 
— ^They  were  not. 


C.  H.  Qregwry^ 
Esq. 


Charles  Hutton  Gregory,  Esq.,  called  in ;  and  Examined. 

1409.  Chairman.]  I  believe  you  are  a  Civil  Engineer? — ^I  am. 

1410.  Your  pursuits  in  life  naturally  lead  you  to  consider  what  is  the  easiest 
mode  of  making  calculations  and  of  keeping  accounts ;  in  your  opinion,  what 
would  be  the  advantages  attending  the  adoption  of  a  decimal  coinage,  in  contra- 
distinction to  our  present  system  ? — I  think  the  advanti^es  of  the  change  would 
be  very  great  in  every  wny;  the  present  divisions  of  money  are  a  constant  source 
of  error,  and  the  calculatk>ns  dependent'upon  them  occu|>y  much  longer  time  than 
would  be  necessary  with  a  decimal  coinage.  I  should  particularly  hail  the  intro- 
duction of  a  decimal  coinage,  because  I  expect  that  it  would  naturally  be  fol- 
lowed by  a  decimal  system  of  weights  and  measures,  which  I  believe  aimoat  all 
people  who  are  largely  engaged  in  the  operative  and  constructive  arts  would  be 
very  glad  to  see. 

1411.  But  inasmuch  as  our  present  inquiry  is  necessarily  confined  to  decima- 
lizing the  coinage,  do  you  not  think  that  if  we  accomplish  that  end  it  would 
enable  the  country  more  readily  to  fall  into  a  system  of  decimal  weights  and 
measures  ? — I  think  it  would  be  a  very  important  step  ia  the  right  direction,  and 
It  would  certainly  facilitate  the  great  improvement  to  which  you  have  alluded. 

1412.  Have  you  turned  your  attention  to  the  facility  of  keeping  books,  and  tlie 
advantages  that  would  result  from  a  decrease  of  mistakes? — In  the  business 
connected  with  my  profession,  there  are  necessarily  very  large  calculations  in  the 
way  of  estimates,  and  measurements,  and  certificates  for  the  payment  of  con- 
tractors and  workmen ;  and  I  have  do  doubt  whatever,  that  the  introduction  of  the 
decimal  system  would  very  much  diminish  the  errors  to  which  those  calculations 
are  subject,  and  that  the  saving  of  time  would  be  very  considerable  to  all  parties 
engaged  in  such  accounts.  I  may  state,  that  the  inconvenience  of  the  present 
complicated  system  of  division,  both  of  coinage  and  measures,  is  so  great,  that  I, 
in  common  with  many  others,  have  frequently  adopted  an  arbitrary  and  limited 
decimal  system ;  for  example,  in  working  out  large  quantities  of  any  unit,  the 
cost  of  which  may  be  pounds,  with  shillings  and  pence,  or  shillings  with  pence, 
we  reduce  the  small  coin  to  the  decimal  of  tiie  larger  one,  work  out  the  calcula- 
tions upon  that  temporary  decimal  system,  and  then  reduce  the  decimals  of  the 
results  back  again  to  shillings  and  pence.  There  are  two  well-known  instances  in 
which  a  decimal  system  has  already  been  adopted  by  engineers,  the  measuring 
chain,  which  is  divided  into  100  links,  and  the  levelling  staff,  the  feet  of  which 
are  divided  into  tenths;  the  cause  of  the  adoption  of  the  last,  which  ia  of  more 
recent  date,  being  the  numerous  errors  to  which  the  duodecimal  system  is  subject, 
the  time  which  it  involves,  and  the  serious  results  of  errors  in  levels  as  affecting 
Parliamentary  investigations,  or  as  afCecting  great  questions  of  construction,  buch 
as  gradients  and  run  ot  water,  ^ 
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1413.  You  must  of  course  employ  a  great  number  of  m^n  in  the  works     C.H.Gtegoiy, 
which  you  superintend  ;  in  carrying  on  your  business,  do  you  think  that  any  diffi-  ^^' 
culty  would  arise  with  the  men  as  regards  the  payment  to  them  of  their  wages  inr 

decimal  coinage? — At  first,  the  working  men  would  perhaps  in  many  instances  *  J«ne  1  53. 
object  to  the  system,  but  I  think  that  o(»ject4on  would  be  very  short  lived.  I  have 
found  that  working  men  have  generally  very  great  facility  at  accounts,  and  that 
men  who  cannot  read  or  write  will  keep,  by  some  rule  of  their  owii,  the  account 
of  their  wages  with  the  utmost  precision^  working  out  the  fractrons  of  days,  ac- 
cording to  the  rate  of  so  many  shillings  and  so  many  pence,  in  such  a  way  that 
they  will  always  correct  any  inaccurtcies  in  the  tirae*keeper*s  book.  The 
accounts  of  the  working/  man  are  so  mixed  up  with  his  interests,  that  he  neces* 
sarily  becomes  a  tolerably  good  accountant;  and  my  conviction  is,  that  as  soon  as 
he  finds  the  lUue  and  trouble  which  the  decimal  system  will  save  him,  he  will  be 
glad  of  the  change,  although  he  might  have  slightly  objected  to  its  first  iatro* 
duction. 

1414.  Assuming  that  25  mils  represented  the  present  sixpence,  probably  a  little 
explanation  would  induce  them  to  acquiesce  willingly  in  the  alteration  ? — Clearly 
so ;  and  I  believe  that  in  a  very  short  time  the  working  men  of  England  would 
become  habituated  to  the  change  ;  that  a  very  few  pay  days  would  clearly  explain 
to  them  the  equivalent  which  they  would  receive  in  the  new  coinage,  and  a  few 
journeys  to  the  shop  would  show  them  practically  the  value  of  the  new  coinage ; 
and  consequently  the  difficulty  with  the  working  men  would  be  very  transitory,  and 
very  easily  conquered. 

1415.  Are  you  of  opinion  that  we  have,  in  general  estimation,  greatly  under- 
rated the  shrewdness  and  sharpness  of  the  labouring  classes? — Decidedly.  My  ia- 
tercourse  with  ihem  has  given  me  a  very,  high  opinion  of  their  intelligence  for  the 
most  part ;  I  allude  particularly  to  the  operative  classes. 

1416.  Mr.  KimwircL']  Your  expertenee  is  not'  confined  to  n^eclianios,  but 
extends  to  the  other  working  classes  ?^ — Yes,  my  experience  extends  largely  to  the 
employroem  of  navigaters,  and  although  in  very  many  respects  their  intelligence  is 
far  l>elow  that  of  the  meebanieal  operatives,  their  facility  at  accounts  is  quite  as 
great. 

1417.  Chairman.']  Have  you  thought  what  effect  would  be  produced  upon 
education  by  a  more  general  adoption  in  our  schools  of  the  decimal  S3rstem  ? — It 
is  evident  to  me  that  tne  adoption  of  the  decimal  system,  by  saving  an  enormous 
amount  of  time  M^hich  is  occupied  in  teaching  the  ordinary  arithmetic  according 
to  the  present  system,  would  leave  very  much  more  time  fur  the  education 
of  all  classes  in  other  branches  of  knowledge  which  would  be  useful  to  them. 
The  economy  in  education  would  be  perhaps  as  great,  or  nearly  so,  as  the  economy 
in  accounts. 

141 8.  How  would  you  divide  the  money  of  account  and  the  money  of  exchange, 
assuming  that  the  sovereign  be  divided  into  1,000  parts,  the  florin  into  100,  the 
shilling  into  50,  the  sixpence  into  25,  and  that  they  each  had  marked  upon  them 
the  number  of  mils  or  farthings  they  represented  ? — I  have  not  considered  in  detail 
the  monetary  working  of  the  decimal  coinage,  as  ray  observations  apply  princi- 
pally to  the  advantages  which  would  be  derived  from  any  decimal  system,  and  I 
am  not  therefore  prepared  to  give  an  opinion  as  to  whether  the  sovereign  ought  to 
be  adopted  as  the  surting  poinr,  or  the  farthing.  I  think  that  either  would  be  a 
very  great  advantage,  and  I  must  leave  it  for  those  who  are  belter  acquainted 
witn  the  monetary  system  than  myself  to  say  which  would  be  attended  with  the 
least  inconvenience. 

1419.  You  have  probably  not  considered  the  nomenclature  of  the  coins?— 
Only  to  this  extent,  that  I  would  give  such  names  to  the  divisions  of  coins  as 
should  not  be  confounded  with  the  divisions  of  measures,  or  which  siionld  not  be 
general  names;  I  would  not  adopt  such  terms  as  **  cent  "  and  **  mi V  because 
those,  I  think,  ought  to  be  general  names,  and  ought  not  to  be  applied  to  money 
alone. 

1420.  What  would  you  substitute  for  the  words  **ceiit''  and  ^' mil*' ? — 
I  have  heard  of  such  a  suggestion  as  retaining  the  name  of  "  farthing  "  for 
the  ^*  mil,"  althongh  slightly  altered  in  value,  and  using  the  old  English  word 
**  groat "  for  the  *'  cent,**  and  I  confess  I  think  these  would  be  preferable  to  the 
other  names  suggested. 
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C.JI.  Gregory f         1421.    Are  you  not  aware  that  a  "groat/'  in  most  parts  of  Her  Majesty's 

Csq-  dominions,  is  considered  to  be  of  the  value  of  4  ef.  r--l  know  that  the  four-penny 

piece  is  called  a  *'  groat,"  but  I  believe  I  am  right  in  supposing  that  the  value  of 

16  June  1853.  ^Q  "groat "  has  changed  several  times;  I  think  that  the  numerical  value,  as  com- 
pared with  the  smallest  coin,  or  the  decimal  value  as  compared  with  the  largest 
coin,  ought  to  be  marked  upon  the  several  coins;  and  I  should  certainly  think 
it  undesirable  to  carry  the  division  of  the  coin  so  low  as  in  France,  where  a  centime 
is  very  little  used,  except  upon  paper ;  and  indeed  I  have  only  seen  a  centime 
as  a  curiosity ;  the  sou  is  nearly  equivalent  to  the  English  halfpenny,  being  the 
smallest  coin  in  common  currency  in  France,  so  far  as  my  knowledge  goes.  The 
half-sou  is  in  frequent  circulation  in  Belgium. 

1422.  Have  you  considered  how  we  may  get  over  the  difficulty  that  may 
arise  with  regard  to  tolls  established  by  Act  of  Parliament?^ — I  am  induced 
to  think  that  in  many  cases,  I  might  say  in  most  cases,  the  owners  of  these 
tolls  would  not  be  injured,  excepting  for  a  very  short  time,  by  the  adoption  of  the 
nearest  approximate  amount  of  the  new  coinage  to  the  present  penny.  I  aiu  led 
to  this  conclusion  by  the  observation,  that  where  there  are  large  numbers  con- 
cerned, which  generally  is  the  case  with  a  low  toll,  lowering  the  loll  often 
produces  an  increase  in  number,  which  is,  in  fact,  a  compensation. 

1423.  Probably  you  think  that  the  same  result  would  follow  as  regards  the 
penny  |)Ostage-stamp  ? — I  do  ;  I  think  the  diminished  value  of  the  coin  used  as 
a  substitute  for  the  penny  would  induce  people  to  value  it  less,  and  sometimes 
w  rite  a  letter  where  now  they  would  not  think  it  worth  while  to  spend  a  penny ; 
and  my  belief  is,  that  the  revenue  would  not  permanently  suffer  by  the  reduction 
which  would  be  caused  in  the  value  of  the  penny  postage-stamp. 

1424.  Have  you  considered  whether,  if  Government  issued  a  proclamation,  or 
an  Order  in  Council,  declaring  that  a  halfpenny  should  be  two  mils,  a  penny 
four  mils,  and  that  the  old  rimmed  penny  should  be  considered  five  mils,  the 
increased  value  of  the  larger  penny  would  not  afford  a  compensation  for  the 
decreased  value  of  the  small  penny  ? — I  think  it  would  be  so  on  the  whole  ;  and 
I  do  not  anticipate  any  very  serious  loss  or  inconvenience  by  such  a  change,  as 
there  are  very  few  people  who  are  continually  holders  of  any  very  large  quantity 
of  copper  coin. 

1425.  Have  you  any  idea  how  much  might  be  held  by  any  one  person  at  any 
one  time  ? — I  cannot  say. 

1426.  Probably  the  largest  quantity  would  be  in  the  bands  of  gentlemen  who 
have  to  pay  workmen  ? — Yes,  and  they  are  not  constant  holders  of  it ;  they  send 
to  the  shopkeepers  or  to  others  for  it.  I  do  not  think  that  a  large  quantity  of 
copper  coin  is  ever  lying  in  the  hands  of  any  one  person,  but  that  it  accumulates 
in  the  hands  of  shopkeepers,  who  are  glad  to  get  rid  of  it ;  and  parties  who 
temporarily  require  copper  coins  to  pay  their  workmen,  retain  it  only  for  a  short 
time,  and  it  then  passes  into  the  hands  of  their  workmen. 

1427.  If  the  course  I  have  suggested  were  adopted,  the  quantity  ot  copper 
held  by  an  individual  would  be  so  small,  that  by  the  adoption  of  the  decimal 
system  he  would,  in  the  end,  probably  be  a  gainer  ? — ^There  would  certainly 
be  some  few  persons  who  would  meet  with  a  loss,  but  it  would  be  inconsider- 
able,  that  I  do  not  think  any  public  objection  would  be  entertained  to  it  on  that 
score. 

1428.  Mr.  J.  B.  Smith.']  Have  you  had  any  professional  engagement  in  France  ? 
— I  have  had,  and  have  at  the  present  time. 

1429.  In  all  cases  do  you  make  your  calculations  by  the  French  decimal 
system  of  money  and  measures? — In  all  the  engagements  I  have  in  France,  or  in 
reference  to  foreign  countries,  I  use  entirely  the  French  decimal  system,  both  as 
to  money  and  measures ;  and  the  experience  I  have  had  of  its  use  has  very 

freatly  increased  the  desire  which  I  have  to  see  so  good  a  system  introduced  into 
Ingland. 

1430.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  possible  to  adopt  the  French  system  of  weights 
and  measures  without  much  inconvenience  in  this  country? — I  am  not  prepared 
to  speak  accurately  as  to  the  amount  of  inconvenience  which  might  arise  from  the 
absolute  adoption  of  the  French  metrical  system  as  it  now  stands.  Some  incon- 
venience, undoubtedly,  there  would  be;  and  I  do  not  feel  prepared  at  the  present 
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moment  to  give  an  opinion,  which  I  should  like  to  have  considered  as  a  definite 
one,  as  to  whether  or  not  that  system  could  be  adopted  without  change  ;  but  as 
far  as  I  have  considered  the  question,  1  confess  that  my  feeling  would  be,  if  possi- 
ble, to  introduce  the  French  metrical  system  entirely ;  it  is  founded  upon  good 
data,  aind  works  well ;  and  it  would  have  the  advantage  of  giving  us  a  community 
of  measures  not  only  with  France,  but  with  several  countries  of  the  Continent 
which  have  adopted  that  system. 

1431.  In  the  preparation  of  your  estiuiates  for  works  in  France  and  in  those 
countries,  have  you  found  the  adoption  of  the  French  system  of  money,  weights 
and  measures  much  easier  than  the  English? — Decidedly  so;  and  I  find  that 
estimates  and  calculations  as  to  engineering  works  are  worked  out  very  much  more 
rapidly,  and  with  very  much  less  liability  to  error  than  by  the  English  system. 

1432.  Do  you  know  whether  the  French  system  is  adopted  in  other  countries 
than  France? — I  know  that  the  French  metrical  system  is  adopted  in  Belgium, 
Switzerland  and  Portugal,  and  I  am  told  that  it  is  also  adopted  in  Sardinia, 
Spain  and  Modena. 

1433.  ^^  y^^  think  it  would  be  a  great  advantage  if  it  were  possible  to  adopt 
an  universal  system  of  weights  and  measures  in  the  civilised  countries  of  the 
world  ? — I  think  it  would  be  a  great  advantage,  and  that  the  advantage  of  that 
community  of  system  would  go  very  far  to  outweigh  the  inconvenience  which  it 
might  be  deemed  would  arise  from  an  entire  change  of  all  measures  now  in  use 
in  England  ;  so  much  so,  that,  as  far  as  my  present  feeling  goes,  although  further 
consideration  might  modify  it,  I  think  I  would  rather  have  the  French  metrical 
system  introduced  entirely  into  England. 

1434.  Would  there  be  much  difficulty  in  converting  the  French  measures  into 
English  measures  ? — No  ;  in  the  transition  state,  before  men  had  forgotten  to  work 
with  the  old  measures  and  learned  to  work  with  the  new  ones,  they  could  carry 
about  with  them  multipliers  which  would  convert  the  old  measure  into  the  new, 
and  artisans  would  probably  carry  rules  such  as  I  continually  carry  myself,  having 
the  divisions  of  length  marked  according  to  two  different  systems,  that  is  on  one 
edge  the  English  measure,  and  on  the  other  edge  the  French  measure,  and  which 
would  become  not  only  a  rule,  but  a  table  by  which  one  measure  would  at  sight  be 
converted  into  the  other.  Ultimately  the  rules  of  conversion  would  be  unnecessary, 
because  persons  would  get  into  the  habit  of  working  and  thinking  in  the  new 
measure ;  I  found  no  difficul^,  after  having  had  but  a  veiy  short  experience,  in 
working  and  thinking  in  the  French  measures. 


C.  H,  Gregory  f 
Esq. 

i6Junei853. 


Mr.  Jacob  Abraham  Franklin^  called  in  j  and  Examined. 

M35-  Chairman.']  WHAT  is  your  address  and  occupation? — I  am  a  Pro- 
fessional Auditor  and  Public  Accountant,  residing  at  No.  29,  Throgmorton-street, 
City. 

1436.  I  believe  you  were,  at  an  early  period  in  life,  engaged  in  the  instruction 
of  youth  ? — Yes,  as  an  amateur. 

1437.  You  of  course  have  considered  the  subject  of  the  advantages  or  dis- 
advantages attending  the  adoption  of  a  decimal  coinage  ? — I  have. 

1438.  What  is  your  opinion  upon  the  subject,  in  the  event  of  its  being  con- 
sidered desirable  to  adopt  it  in  England  ? — It  would  afford  great  advantages,  and 
very  great  facilities  to  all  parties  concerned. 

1439.  Y^^^  ^^^  ^^  author,  I  believe,  of  some  tables,  having  reference  to  a 
decimal  system? — I  am. 

1440.  Is  there  any  portion  of  those  tables  which  you  desire  to  place  upon  our 
Minutes  ? — Those  portions  of  the  book  which  relate  to  the  coinage  would  be  use- 
ful, and  in  the  introduction  there  is  an  explanation  of  the  decimal  system, 
comparing  it  with  the  existing  one. 

1441.  Will  you  have  the  goodness  to  furnish  us,  at  your  earliest  convenience, 
with  such  tables  as  you  think  it  necessary  to  append  to  the  evidence  ? — I  will  do 
so ;  I  have  proceeded,  to  some  extent,  on  the  assumption  that  the  new  system 
might  not  be  made  compulsory  at  once,  but  that  the  existing  system  and  the 
decimal  system  might  exist  concurrently. 

0.66.  S  1442.  Having 
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Mr.  144a.  Having  paid  some  attention  to  the  subject  of  educatton,  do  you  think  that 

J.  A.  fVunklin.     the  adoption  of  a  decimal  system  in  our  schools  would  abridge  the  labour  of  the 

pupils,  and  enable  those  who  now  occupy  a  great  deal  of  time  on  our  pounds,. 

fSJoM  1853-      shillings  and  pence  system,  to  devote  thai  time  to  other  studies,  that  would  be 
useful  to  them  in  after  life  ? — A  very  considerable  portion  of  their  time. 

1443.  Have  you  any  idea  what  saving  of  time  it  would  effect? — It  is  not 
recently  that  I  have  been  actually  engaged  in  teaching ;  but  I  should  think  that 
it  mit'ht  be  easily  deduced  from  the  school  routine  painted  upon  boards  wually 
found  in  our  public  schools,  showing  the  occupation  of  time  upon  arithmetic, 
and  other  subjects ;  a  very  large  proportion  of  the  time  is  occupied  upon  arith- 
metic. 

1444.  Do  you  consider  that  it  would  save  a  great  deal  of  labour  and  com- 
plicated calculation,  and  a  great  many  figures?— No  doubt  of  it ;  I  am  accustomed 
now  to  make  large  calculations,  and  I  do  so  by  decimals,  converting  the  results 
afterwards  into  the  present  notation. 

1445.  In  interest  accounts,  persons  are  now  in  the  habit  of  referring  to  tables; 
are  you  of  opinion  that  under  the  new  system  it  might  be  done  as  readily  with 
the  pen  ashy  reference  to  the  tables?— It  might  be  done  very  quickly. 

1446.  So  as  almost  to  supersede  the  use  of  interest  tables  with  those  who 
are  conversant  with  decimals?— Interest  tables  will  always  be  useful  as  ready- 
reckoners,  or  to  test  the  accuracy  of  calculations  made,  but  it  would  be  exceedingly 
easy  to  make  those  calculations  with  the  pen.  I  would  not  go  to  the  extent  of 
saying  that  it  would  supersede  interest  tables. 

1447.  Have  you  turned  your  attention  to  the  question  of  what  coins  would  give 
the  greatest  facility  to  our  commercial  transactions  ? — 1,  have. 

1448.  What  do  you  think  that  our  money  of  account  should  be?— The  sove- 
reign, as  the  starting  point,  divided  into  i,oooths,  having  two  groups  of  figures,  as 
in  the  French  system  ;  one  representing  the  pound  or  sovereign  and  its  multiples, 
and  the  other  the  i,oooths,  consisting  of  three  columns  of  figures. 

1449.  Sir  W.  QayJ]  Have  you  formed  any  opinion  as  to  what  would  be  the 
convenient  coins  of  circulation  r— I  would  retain,  first,  the  sovereign  and  half- 
sovereign. 

1450.  Would  you  descend  lower  in  the  gold  coins? — I  think  it  might  be  con- 
venient to  have  a  five-shilling  piece  in  gold, 

1451.  The  Committee  have  had  evidence  as  to  inconveniences  with  res(>ect  to 
coinage,  and  with  respect  to  loss  by  abrasion  which  would  attend  the  use  of  5  s. 
gold  pieces ;  do  you  think  that  the  conveniences  of  a  gold  piece  of  the  value  of 
5  s.  would  be  sufficient  to  counterbalance  those  inconveniences  ?— I  have  under- 
stood that  the  American  gold  dollar  is  found  a  useful  coin,  and  we  have  ourselves 
had  the  quarter-o^inea.  ^  . 

1452.  Would  you  retain  the  silver  crown  r — I  have  no  objection  to  the  silver 
crown ;  our  silver  coins  are  tokens.  ,.    ,    . 

1453.  Are  not  the  crowns  found  so  inconvenient  m  use  as  to  get  very  little  into 
circulation  ?— Verv  inconvenient.  .  .       .  •    r      j 

1454.  Would  you  retain  the  half-crown  r— I  have  no  objection  to  it ;  it  is  found 

convenient  at  present.  .       t.  ^  t    u-    * ..    *k-. 

141S.  And  the  florin?— I  consider  that  a  necessary  com  ;  but  I  object  to  the 

name,  as   being  already  appropriated    in   Europe   to  other  coins   of  different 

""^illh.  Is  not  the  welUknown  florin  of  Holland  and  Flanders,  a°d  apart  of 
Germanv,  of  neariy  equal  value  to  the  English  florin  ?-Tbe  flonn  of  Holland  is 
worth  about  20  rf.,  whereas  the  English  florin  is  worth  24  d. 

1457.  Would  you  retain  the  1  s.  ?— I  should,  decidedly. 

14^8.  Would  you  retain  the  6  d.  ?-I  would.  In  saying  that  I  would  decidedly 
retain  the  1^.  and  6rf,  I  do  so  with  reference  to  their  existence  at  Present  and 
because  I  would  make  as  few  violent  changes  as  possible;  I  do  not  know  tlaat 
they  would  be  actually  needful  at  some  future  period. 

1459.  What  coins  do  you  consider  convenient  below  the  6  rf.  as  corns  of  cir- 
culation  ?— Tne  looth  part  of  a  pound. 

1460.  Ten  mil?— Ten  mils.  .     t.     ,j  u         az     c;Uo^ 

1461.  Of  what  metal  do  you  think  that  that  com  should  be  "^^;"^'^^^  ^,^ 
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1462.  WoaW  it  not  be  inconveniently  small  t— -It  need  not  be  much  smaller  ^•'* 
than  the  existing  3  d.  piece,  and  might,  if  needful,  be  still  further  alloyed.    The     ^'  ^'  trunkitfk. 
Americans  have  just  further  alloyed  rtieir  small  silver  coinage.                                     ^^  j^^  ^^ 

1463.  What  coins  would,  in  your  opinion,  be  convenient  l)elow  the  lo-mil 
piece? — Nothing  in  silver,  but  in  copper  the  1,000th  part  of  the  pound. 

1464.  Would  you  not  retain  the  two-mil  piece,  three-mil  piece,  four-mil 
piece,  or  five-mil  piece? — For  the  same  reason  that  i  would  retain  the  \s.  and  6d. 
I  would  have  a  five-mil  piece  in  copper. 

1465.  And  the  four-mil  piece? — We  cannot  at  once  throw  the  irf.  Out  of  cir- 
lation. 

1466.  Chairman^  The  four-mil  piece,  I  believe,  would  be  nearer  the  present 
id.  than  any  other  we  can  adopt? — It  would. 

1467.  You  do  not,  I  presume,  see  any  objection  to  the  binary  system  as  regards 
the  change  in  making  up  particular  sun)S,  but  you  would  discard  it  in  money  of 
account  ?— In  money  of  account  it  would  not  be  needful.  You  would  have  to 
provide  for  the  existing  coins,  and  it  would  be  necessary  to  issue  a  two«mil  piece 
in  addition  to  those  1  have  mentioned. 

1468.  You  would  have  one-mil,  two^mil  and  ibor-mil  pieces  ?-**Oiie«mil^  two 
mil,  and  five-mil  piecea. 

1469-  A  suggestion  has  been  made  that  the  large  \d.  might  be  called  a  five* 
mil  piece?—!  have  not  fully  considered  that  subject,  but  I  should  suppose  that  it 
would  be  better  to  issue  new  coins  for  the  five-mil  pieces. 

The  IVitness  subsequently  put  in  thefolUywing  scheme  of  Coinage  under  the  Dedmal 

System : 

(The  items  between  brackets  are  regarded  ts  asefal,  but  not  necessary.) 

Gold. 
Sov.  «=  l,Oi)0  milles    •        »    |  sov.  »«  600  milles    -        -     [800  or  250  milles.] 

SlLVBR. 

[200  milles.]        100  milles.        60  milles.        [30  milles*]        20  milles.        10  millet.. 

Existing  coins  tolerated  r^^rown  9^  250  milles      '^       ^      i  crown  a^  125  milles 

9  pettee  ««k  26  milles. 

Copper. 

5  milles.  [3  milles.]  2  rallies.  1  mille. 

Existing  coins  tolerated  : — Penny ;  6  make  26  milles    -      Halfpenny ;  12  make  26  milles* 

The  350  or  250-mille  piece  would  be  only  of  the  size  of  the  old  quarter-guinea,  or  oftlie 
existing  gold  dollar  of  the  Unittd  States.  Besidef(  beint£  a  convenient  multiple  in  point  of 
value.  It  might  (if  net-essary)  be  expedient  to  legalise  such  a  coin  with  reference  to  the  pos- 
siUe  relative  supplies  ol'  gold  nnd  silver.  Whether  it  could  be  at  all  times  economically 
issued  and  matutained  in  circulation,  are  questions  lor  the  Mint  authorities. 

The  penny,  halfpenny,  and  farthing,  ultbougli  they  remain  extant,  need  not  be  declared 
equivalents  for  any  even  number  of  milles.  Chanjie  for  a  50-miile  piece  (shilling)  would 
be  given  in  12  pennies  or  in  50  milles,  and  for  a  25-mille  piece  (sixpence)  in  gix  pennies  or 
25  milles  indiscriminately.  Postage  stamps  issued  at  the  rate  of  240  to  the  sovereign  micrht 
still  be  obtained  in  stiips  of  six  for  25  millep.  If  a  penny  be  tendered,  a  single  stamp  must 
be  sold ;  if  a  five-miile  piece  be  |>aid,  the  buyer  loses  only  one-fifth  of  a  penny  (16  g  |)er  cent, 
of  the  five  milles),  a  not  unusnal  difference  against  buyers  of  the  sinailest  quantities,  com« 
pcnsaiincr  for  the  cxtia  time  and  trouble  imposed,  iind,  in  this  cnse,  partaking  of  the  nature 
of  a  self-imposed  tax  on  those  who  probably  escape  direct  taxation. 

1470.  What  n«raes  would  you  suggest  for  the  coins  to  be  issued? — It  seems 
desirable,  First,  that  the  names  of  all  units  under  the  decimal  system,  whether  of 
moneys,  weights,  or  measures,  bhould  be  monosyllables,  forming  their  plurals 
with  *'  s/*  Secondly,  that  the  ternjs  adopted  should  be  maiiifestly  different  from 
those  which  indicate  any  of  the  values  Mipplanted.  Thirdly,  that,  having  refer- 
ence to  international  commerce,  such  terms  be  not  borrowed  from  those  borne  by- 
dissimilar  values  in  other  countries.  Fourthly,  that  the  gradations  of  value  should 
be  indicated  by  joining  to  the  name  of  the  unit  certain  convenient  particles, 
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Mr.  expressive  of  the  several  relations  borne  to  the  unit.     Thus,  all  quantities,  except 

J.  A.  Iranklin.     ^^  ^^^j^^  might  be  expressed  by  dissyllables ;  and,  if  the  same  particle,  when 
6  J        8/;q.      prefixed,   might  signify  a  multiple,  and,  when  subjoined,  a  sub-multiple,   the 
notation  would  be  exceedingly  simple. 

This  sketch  will  exemplify  such  a  method.  The  particles  employed  are  neither 
chosen  nor  recommended,  but  simply  used  for  purposes  of  illustration. 

Ounces. 

1234-567  (*'  1234  ounces,  decimal  567.") 
Here  the  1st  figure  might  signify  1  **  mille  ounce." 
2d    ditto  „  2  "  cent-ounces.*' 

3d    ditto  „  3  **  ten-ounces." 

4th  ditto  ,,  4 '^ounces." 

5  ditto  „  5  "  ounce-lens,"  or  tythes. 

6  ditto  „  6  *'  ounce-cents." 

7  ditto  „  7  "  ounce-milles.'* 

Regarding  the  relations  of  coins  to  weights,  it  is  well  to  remember  that  the 
coin  of  a  country  is  a  convenient  standard,  or  at  least  a  test  of  weight  available  to 
all.  In  France,  200  silver  francs  weigh  just  one  kilogramme.  In  English  banks, 
weights  are  already  in  use  in  decimal  gradation,  which  supersede  or  check  the 
counting  of  sovereigns,  the  accepted  units  of  our  monetary  system. 

1471-2.  There  is  a  strong  desire  on  the  part  of  many  that  we  should  retain  the 
present  names  as  far  as  possible ;  do  you  see  any  serious  objection  to  that  ? — 
I  think  that  the  id.  and  halfpenny  of  our  system  could  only  be  maintained  at 
their  present  values  under  their  present  names.  The  pound  or  sovereign  must  also 
be  retained,  but  it  is  less  important  what  names  you  apply  to  the  other  coins. 

1473.  Are  you  of  opinion  that  we  could  conveniently  keep  the  old  coins  and 
new  coins  in  circulation  at  one  and  the  same  time  r — I  do  not  think  it  necessary  to 
recall  the  old  coins  whilst  the  new  coins  are  issued. 

1474.  Do  you  consider  that  it  should  be  made  imperative  to  keep  accounts 
under  the  new  system? — I  think  that,  at  first,  it  should  be  permissive,  and  not 
obligatory  in  private  concerns.  Even  without  reference  to  decimal  coinage,  it  is 
notorious  that  accounts  and  calculations  of  various  kinds,  and  to  a  considerable 
extent,  may  be  more  conveniently  and  expeditiously  managed  by  decimal 
notation.  The  emission  of  a  decimal  coinage  does  not  necessitate  a  demonetisa- 
tion of  the  existing  coins,  the  majority  of  which,  including  all  down  to  the 
fourpenny-piece,  are  available  under  a  decimal  system.  The  superior  simplicity 
and  advantages  of  the  decimal  method  could  not  fail  to  l>ecome  understood  and 
appreciated  by  all,  provided  that  facilities  for  employing  it,  even  optionally,  were 
afforded.  The  decimal  system  of  France,  introduced  into  the  public  accounts 
at  the  end  of  the  last  century,  is  understood  not  to  have  been  made  obligatory 

V  by  law  in  private  dealings  until  the  year  1840.     Then  the  decimal  system,  there- 

tofore an  alternative,  was  found  to  have  so  effectually  supplanted  other  systems, 
that  the  penalties  about  to  be  imposed  upon  any  reversion  to  those  systems 
could  scarcely  concern  the  honest  dealer.  Again,  in  those  countries  of  the 
Continent  which  for  a  time  were  subject  to  French  sway,  the  decimal  system 
having  been  introduced,  has  obtained  so  tenacious  a  hold,  that  in  many  cases  it 
is  preferred  to  the  national  standards,  even  where  they  still  exist  concurrently. 

I  put  in  a  single  page  of  Table  (A.)  from  my  Tables,  &c.,  published  by 
Letts  &  Co.,  entitled,  "The  Decimal  System  facilitated,  and  adapted  inter- 
mediately to  the  Routine  Methods  of  Account,  Money,  and  the  Precious 
Metals." 


(A.)— TABLE 
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(A.)— TABLE  showing  the  Decimallj-expressed  Equivalent,  in  l,000th8  of  £.  l  (Millea),  for  every  sum,  from  a 
Single  Farthing  to  £.  1,  hy  gradations  of  One  Farthing ;  and  showing  also  the  Converse  at  one  view. 

The  residual  number  following  the  Decimals  or  Milles  perfects  the  equivalent  in  ease  of  need,  and  represents  fractional 
parts,  of  which  24  make  the  single  thousandth  of  £.  1  or  Mille  (-001). 


Decimals 

Parts; 

Decimals 

Parts; 

Decimals 

Parts; 

Decimals 

Parts ; 

af£.l, 

34  make 

of£.l, 

34  make 

— 

of£.l, 

34  make 

of£.l. 

34  make 

orMillee. 

One  HiUe. 

orMiUes. 

OneHille. 

orHiUes. 

One  Hille. 

or  Milles. 

One  MiUe. 

i.    d. 

s.     d. 

s. 

d. 

s.     d. 

16     0 

•800 

0 

17     0 

•860 

0 

18 

0 

•000 

0 

10     0 

•050 

0 

16     Oi 

•801 

1 

17     Oi 

•861 

1 

18 

Oi 

•001 
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10     Oi 
10     Oi 
10     Oj 

•051 
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16*    Oi 

•802 

3 

17     OJ 

•862 

s 

18 

Oi 

o| 

•002 

3 

•052 

3 

16     0| 

•808 

s 
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•863 

s 

18 

•003 

s 

•053 

3 

16     1 

•804 

4 

17     1 

•864 

4 

18 

1 

•004 

4 

10     1 

•054 

4 

16     14 

'806 

s 

17     li 

•865 

6 

18 

li 

•005 

5 

10     li 
10     li 

•055 

6 

16     l| 

•806 

6 

17     li 

•856 

0 

18 

iX 

•006 

6 

•056 

0 

16     l| 

•807 

7 

17     l| 

•857 

T 

18 

ij 

•007 

T 

10     If 

•057 

T 

16     2 

•808 

s 

17     2 

•858 

S 

18 

2 

•008 

8 

10     2 

•058 

8 

16     2| 

•800 

9 

17     2i 

•850 

0 

18 

H 

•000 

9 

10     2i 

•050 

0 

16     2} 

•810 

10 

17     2i 

•860 

10 

18 

•010 

10 

10     2i 

060 

10 

16     2| 

•811 

11 

17     2I 

•861 

11 

18 

•Oil 

11 

10     2} 

•061 

11 

16     3 

•812 

IS 

17     3 

•862 

IS 

18 

3 

•012 

IS 

10     3 

•062 

12 

16     3| 

•813 

is 

17     3i 

•863 

IS 

18 

H 

•013 

IS 

10     3i 

•063 

18 

16    dl 

•814 

14 

17     3i 

•864 

14 

18 

H 

•014 

14 

10     3i 

•064 

14 

16     sl 

•816 

U 

17     3| 

•865 

IS 

18 

4 

•015 

IS 

10     3| 

•065 

15 

16     4 

•816 

10 

17     4 

•866 

10 

18 

4 

•016 

10 

10     4 

•066 

18 

16     4J 

•817 

IT 

17     4i 

•867 

IT 

18 

4i 

•017 

IT 

10     4i 

•067 

" 

16     4} 

•818 

IS 

17     4X 
17     4| 

•868 

IS 

18 

4i 

41 

•018 

IS 

10     4i 

•068 

18 

16     4| 

•810 

10 

•860 

19 

18 

•010 

19 

10     4| 

•060 

19 

16     5 

•820 

so 

17     5 

•870 

SO 

18 

5 

•020 

30 

10     5 

•070 

30 

16     5J 

•821 

21 

17     5i 

•871 

SI 

18 

•021 

31 

10     5: 

•071 

31 

16     5| 

•822 

ss 

17     6i 

•872 

SS 

18 

•022 

33 

10     5 

•072 

33 

16     6^ 

•823 

ss 

17     6J 

•873 

ss 

18 

5} 

•023 

3S 

10     5i 

•078 

38 

16     6 

•825 

0 

17     6 

•875 

0 

18 

6 

•025 

0 

10     6 

•075 

0 

16     6i 

•826 

1 

17     6i 

•876 

1 

18 

H 

•026 

1 

10     6: 

076 

1 

16     6) 

•827 

s 

17    el 

•877 

3 

18 

6i 

•027 

a 

10     6 

•077 

2 

16     6| 

•828 

s 

17     6| 

•878 

s 

18 

6S 

•028 

s 

10        6; 

•078 

3 

16     7 

•820 

4 

17     7 

•870 

4 

18 

7 

•020 

4 

10     7 

•070 

4 

16     7J 

•830 

s 

17     7J 

•880 

S 

18 

H 

•080 

6 

10     7i 

•080 

6 

16     7| 

•881 

• 

17     7i 

•881 

• 

18 

H 

•031 

• 

10     7 

•081 

^ 

16     7i 

•882 

T 

17     7| 

•882 

T 

18 

7| 

•032 

T 

10     7- 

•082 

T 

16     8 

•833 

s 

17     8 

•883 

8 

18 

8 

•033 

8 

10     8 

•083 

8 

16     Bi 

•834 

9 

17     8i 

•884 

9 

18 

H 

•034 

9 

10     8i 

'084 

0 

16    el 

•836 

10 

17     8| 

•885 

10 

18 

H 

•035 

10 

10     8i 

•085    1 

10 
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•836 

11 

17     8| 

•886 

11 

18 

8| 

•036 

11 

10     8| 

•086 

11 

16     0 

•837 

IS 

17     0 

•887 

IS 

18 

0 

•037 

12 

10     0 

•087 

12 

16     Oi 

•838 

IS 

17     Oi 

•888 

IS 

18 

H 

•038 

IS 
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•088 

18 

16     Oi 

•830 

14 

17     OA 

•880   . 

14 

18 

H 

•080 

14 

•080 

14 

16     0^ 

•840 

IS 

17     0| 

•800 

IS 

18 

H 

•040 
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10    o| 

•000 

IS 

16  10 

•841 

16 

17  10 

•801 

10 

18 

10 

•041 

IS 

10  10 

•001 

16 

16  lOi 

•842 

IT 

17  lOi 

•802 

IT 

18 

lOi 

•042 

IT 

10  lOi 

'002 

IT 

16  lol 

•848 

IS 

17  lOJ 

•803 

18 

18 
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•043 

18 

10  lOi 

•003 

18 

16  10| 

•844 

10 

17  10| 

•804 

19 

18 
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•044 

19 
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•004 

18 

16  11 

•846 

SO 

17  11 

•805 

SO 

18 

11 

•045 

20 

10  11 

•005 

20 

16  Hi 

•846 

SI 

17  Hi 

•806 

31 

18 
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•046 

31 

10  Hi 

•006 

31 

16  n| 

•847 

ss 

17  llj 

•807 

33 

18 

Hi 

•047 

33 

10  Hi 

•007 

23 

16  ll| 

•848 

u 

17  111 

•808 

SS 

18 

Hi 

•048 

SS 

10  111 
20     0 

•008 
l^OOO 

29 
0 

SECTION  2. 
The  Decimal  Notation  applied  to  Cubbbmt  Coins. 

It  is  not  intended  here  to  discuss  or  determine  the  terms  or  denominations  which  may 
uhimately  be  used  to  designate  the  decimal  parts  of  a  pound  sterling,  but  with  a  view  10 
facilitate  the  reading  off  of  these  decimals,  the  term  mille  is  employed  10  designate  the 
thousandth  part  of  1  /.  sterling,  leaving  the  hundreth  and  the  tenth  to  oe  expressed  by  their 
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Mr.  respective  equivalents,  e,  g.  '500  (five  hundred  milles) ;  '060  (fifty  milles)  and  '006  (five  milles) 

J.  A,  Franklin,      when  added  to  be  read  ('655)  five  hundred  and  fifty  five  inilles.     The  term  niille  is  already 
■  currently  known  and  used  in  commerce,  as  a  relatron  (jf  one  thousand,  and  it  may  be  con- 

i6  June  1853.  vettiently  emptoyed  to  represent  a  "  money  of  account  *'  until  the  money  becomes  a  reality ; 
just  as  the  pound  sterling  remained  for  centuries  a  mere  money  of  account,  until  the  equi- 
valent sovereign^  a  compMmtively  recent  eoio,  baviitg  been  long  demanded,  was  at  tength 
supplied.* 

The  farthing  (fourth-ing),  or  fourth  part  of  a  penny,  has  now  but  a  very  limited  circula- 
tion ;  so  that  if  a  coin  designed  to  represent  the  mille,  or  thousandth  of  1  /.  were  issued,  the 
only  link  remaining  to  be  supp&ed  would  be  a  l#*aulle  piece^  the  decimal  mb-nultiplc  €r 
.     .   tenth  of  the  xeceat  pieoe^aliej  a  florin* 

Hence,  the  now  current  coins  of  the  realm  may  be  traced  in  Table  A,  as  follows: — 

Sovereign-        --..--        -£.  1*000 

Half-sovereign   ------  '500  Milles. 

Crown       -------  -250  „ 

HalfK^rown  -...--  -125  „ 

Florin -100  „ 

Shilling      -.-.---  -050  „ 

Sixpenoe  -------  ^25  „ 


Fourpence-        -        -        -        -        -        -  '016  Milles,  and  ^ths. 

Penny       -------  -004      „      and  ^ths* 

Half-penny         - -002      „       and  ^hs. 

Farthing -001      „       and  ^th. 

It  is  only  the  coins  beneath  the  liae,  or  those  less  than  sixpence,  which  do  not  contain 
a  round  or  even  number  of  milles. 

The  Table  shows  that  for  every  number  of  milles  less  than  25  (sixpence)  so  many  24ths 
of  a  mille  remain  over,  (inasMnch  as  25  tboasandths  of  1  L  nre  the  same  thing  as  24  nine- 
hMvdh^d-aDd-sixtieths  of  1  /.,  or  fartbtnga) ;  so  that  while  farthmgs  continue  to  exrtit,  we 
may,  in  cemptrtations  of  anutnial  delicacy,  requiring  the  closeness  of  a  thousandth  pan  of 
1  /.,  take  accoant  of  these  minute  fractions.    The  24th  of  a  mille  is  the  lOOtb  of  a  penny. 

Whenetar  tlie  decimal  sysliem  shall  pre^il,  instead  of  computing  by  the  gross  and  the 
dMft),  tha  expression  of  whose  values  are  so  difficult  of  eotnpnrison  with  that  of  the  anit, 
we  idiall,  as  in  other  countries,  compute  by  the  thousand,  the  nunilred,  and  the  ten  or  rally  ; 
for  instance,  instead  of — 

Per  QHlt.  Pur  down.  Pier  |rDM. 

7  5.  6(i.  Jf.4  105.  £.54. 

Ptmait.  Per  ten.                          Perhtmdro^  Perthoaasnd 

£.0-375.  £.3-750.                       £.  3t'5«^  £.375000» 

Where  the  figures  are  the  same  througbaut,  only  tlie  decimal  point  is  remaved  one  plaoe 
each  time 

On  an  equitable  principle  of  *^  give  and  take  '*  it  will  be  found  that  ia  the  23  gradations 
(rising  by  a  farthing  each  time)  which  intervene  between  every  even  sixpence^  if  in  11  cases 
there  be  paid  only  the  number  of  whole  miUes  found  on  the  corresponding  line,  and  if  ia  the 
other  12  cases  there  be  paid  the  number  of  milles  on  the  next  following  line,  thee  the 
receiver  will  have  an  advantage  of  ^h  of  a  peimy  in  every  sixpenoe,  ftbs  of  a  penny  in 
every  sovereio^B,  or  |th  per  cent.  But  if  this  advsmtage  were  take«  only  up  to  10  shilUiigSy 
and  given  between  that  sum  and  1  /•  or  otherwise  alieraalely,  then  no  advantage  on  the 
aggregate  woutd  result  to  either  side. 


*  Tlie  history  of  the  <*  pound  sterling**  appears  to  be  this.  Down  to  the  eighth  Of  Bdw.  1, 
Anno  1280,  lib.  (pouod)  or  12  oz.  troy  of  sterling  siker  were  cained  into  20  shillings,  and  each 
ounce  into  12  pennies;  hence  there  were  then,  as  now«  '240  pence  in  the  pound  (lb.  or  £.),  awl  the 
pennyweight  (dwt)  expressed  the  weight  of  tlie  penny,  or  240th  part  of  the  pound.  By  the  existing 
law  the  same  lb.  of  silver  is  now  coined  into  06  shillings,  or  79a  pence;  so  that  «  dwt.  (pcBny<» 
weight)  of  silver  ndw  passes  current  for  3^  coined  pennies.  But  althoagh  so  coinei  shilings  still 
represent  the  legal  value  of  the  pound  sterling,  that  expressi(»n  no  longer  indicates  a  weight  of  silver^ 
but  the  gold  standard  of  our  monetary  system,  the  sovereign. 
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Joviny  30<^  die  Jxmn^  1863. 


MEMBERS   PftSSENT. 


Mr.  William  Brown. 
Mr.  Cardwell. 
Mr.  John  Ball. 
Mr.  Dunlop. 


Lord  Stanley. 
Mr.  J.  B.  Smith. 
Sir  William  CJay. 


WILLIAM  BROWN,  Esq.,  in  the  Chair. 


Creorgt  Arbuthnoty  Esq.,  called  in ;  asd  further  Exianined. 

1475.  Ckmrman.']  YOU  have  been  good  enough  to  prepare  a  statement  for 
the  consideration  of  this  Committee,  with  a  view  to  decimalise  our  coinage ;  will 
you  have  the  goodness  to  put  that  statement  in,  and  make  any  remarks  that 
may  occur  to  you,  to  elucidate  any  points  you  think  may  want  explanation  ? — 
It  having  been  intimated  to  me  that  the  Committee  wisned  me  to  put  certain 
proposals  into  a  practical  shape,  I  have,  as  the  simplest  way  of  doing  that, 
prepared  the  heads  of  a  Bill,  containing  such  provisions  as  appear  to  me  cal- 
culated to  give  effpct  to  th€  views  which  have  been  submitted  to  the  Committee, 
and  in  which  I  assume  they  are  disposed  to  concur ;  but  although  it  is  under- 
stood that  I  attend  here  with  the  permission  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
1  wish  to  explain  to  the  Committee  that  I  have  prepared  these  heads  as  express* 
ing  my  own  individual  views,  and  without  communication  with  any  Member  of 
the  Government.  I  may  add,  also,  that  in  some  instances  I  have  inserted  pro- 
visions, as  for  instance,  one  relating  to  coins  of  mixed  metal,  which  appear  to  me 
of  doubtful  expediency,  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  under  review  suggestions 
which  have  been  submitted  of  a  practical  character. 

[The  Paper  was  handed  in,  and  is  as  follows :] 

DsCDfAL   COINAGB. 

Heads  of  proposed  Enactment.  Obtervations. 

Whsbeas  the  pound  sterling  is  the  unit  of 
the  money  of  account  of  the  United  King- 
dom of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  is 
divisible  into  twenty  shillings,  and  such  shil- 
lings are  divisible  into  twelve  peace,  and  such 
pence  are  divisible  into  two  halfpence  and 
four  fiurthin^  and  the  pound  sterling  and 
such  subordmate  coins  as  afiuresidd  constitute 
the  money  account  of  the  said  United  King- 
dom :  and  whereas  it  would  tend  greatly  to 
convenience  in  the  adjustment  of  pecuniary 
transactions  if,  instead  of  the  suboivision  wf 
the  pound  sterling  into  shillings,  pence,  half- 
pence, and  farthings  as  aforesaid,  the  said 
I>ound  were  divided  into  such  parts  as  would 
admit  of  the  decimal  system  of  notation  in  the 
money  of  account  of  the  said  United  King* 
dom :  Be  it  therefore  enacted,  &c.,  that  from 
and  after  such  day  after  the  commencement  of 
this  Act,  as  shall  be  named  and  appointed  in 
and  by  any  proclamation  which  shall  be  made 
and  issued  for  that  purpose  by  Her  Majesty, 
by  and  with  the  advice  of  Her  Privy  Coimcil, 
the  pound  sterling  shall  be  declared  and 
deemed  to  be  divisible  into  one  thousand 
parts,  whereof  one  hundred  shall  be  equal  to 
the  florin,  and  fifty  to  the  shilling  of  the  ex- 
isting coin  of  the  realm ;  and  each  one  thou- 
sandth part  of  the  pound  sterling  shall  be 
denominated  a  mil,  and  ten  such  mils  shall 

o.tib.  be       $4 


G.  Jrbuihnotf  Esq. 


The  change  cannot  commence  from  the 
date  of  the  Act,  because  the  simultaneous 
issue  of  a  proclamation  regardiqg  the  cur- 
rent coins  will  be  necessary 


30  Jane  1853* 
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be  denominated  a  cent.  And  the  currency 
or  money  of  account  of  the  said  United  King- 
dom shall  be  expressed  in  the  terms  or  deno- 
minations of  pounds,  florins,  cents,  and  mils, 
in  the  proportions  aforesaid,  instead  of  the 
denominations  of  pounds,  shillings,  pence, 
halfpence,  and  farthmgs. 

n.  In  order  to  fiicQitate  the  conversion 
into  such  currency  of  debts,  contracts,  &c., 
made  or  entered  into  previously  to  the  pro- 
mu^tion  of  such  proclamation  as  aforesud, 
the  mil  shall  be  divisible  for  such  purposes 
into  one  hundred  parts ;  and  such  debts,  con- 
tracts, &c.,  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  discharged 
in  payments  to  be  calculated  in  the  manner 
folbwing;  that  is  to  say,  when  the  same 
shall  consist  of  or  include  sums  less  than  a 
pound  sterling,  such  sums  shall  be  converted 
mto  decimal  fractions  of  a  pound ;  and  the 
amount  which  shall  arise  by  such  conversion 
shall  be  expressed  in  the  terms  of  florins, 
cents,  mils,  and  hundredth  parts  of  a  mil, 
which  shall  be  deemed  equivalent  sums  to 
siuns  in  shillings,  pence,  and  farthings,  in 
which  the  debts,  contracts,  &c.,  as  aforesaid, 
were  made  or  contracted  to  be  paid :  Provided 
that,  when  in  making  such  conversion,  frac- 
tions shall  arise  beyond  -riuth  of  a  mil,  such 
fractions  shall,  if  they  amount  to  ^^ths  of  a 
mil,  be  computed  as  -ri^jth  of  a  mil. 

III.  All  duties  and  public  revenues  and 
all  funds  and  public  debts  shall  be  converted 
into  the  currency  established  by  this  Act, 
according  to  the  foregoing  rule ;  and  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  Commissioners  of  Her 
Majesty's  Treasury  to  cause  tables  to  be 
prepared,  according  to  the  mode  of  calcula- 
tion above  directed,  of  the  amount  of  duties 
of  Customs,  &c.,  which  will  be  payable  in 
the  currency  established  by  this  Act,  accord- 
ing to  the  rates  of  such  duties  authorised  by 
any  Act  of  Parliament ;  and  the  amount  of 
duties  specified  in  such  tables  shall  be  deemed 
to  be  equivalent  to  those  imposed  by  any 
Act  of  Parliament  in  the  present  currency 
of  the  United  Kingdom,  ana  shall  be  charged 
and  payable  accorfingly. 


IV.  Tolls  levied  under  the  authority  of 
any  Act  of  Parliament,  or  other  authority 
having  the  force  of  law,  and  limited  in 
amount  thereby,  to  be  computed  in  like 
manner;  and  companies  or  others  who  are 
required  to  exhibit  tables  of  the  tolls  which 
they  are  authorised  to  levy,  shall  prepare 
amended  tables  thereof  according  to  the 
currency  hereby  authorised,  and  shall  submit 
the  same  for  the  approval  of  the  Board  of 
Trade,  and,  after  the  signification  of  such 
approval,  shall  exhibit  the  same  as  the  toUs 
they  are  authorised  to  collect  in  lieu  of,  and 
as  equivalent  to,  the  tolls  previously  autho- 
rised ;  and  in  case  such  companies,  &a,  shall 
fail  to  revise  the  tolls  as  herein  directed,  and 
to  obtain  the  consent  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
to  the  revised  tables,  within  months 

from  the  date  of  the  promulgation  of  the 
said  proclamation,  then  and  in  such  case  it 

shall 


Observations. 


If  it  be  objected  that  the  proposed  sub- 
division of  the  mil  would  complicate  calcu- 
lations by  the  introduction  of  an  inconvenient 
number  of  figures,  it  may  be  remarked  that 
multiplication  by  decimals  is  so  simple  an 
operation,  that  the  addition  of  two  figures 
can  occasion  but  little  increased  trouble  in 
the  operation ;  and  multiplication  by  sums  of 
the  scale  suggested,  would  be  fiir  more  easy 
than  that  by  sums  involving  fractions,  in  our 
present  currency.  For  example,  it  would  be 
a  more  troublesome  operation  to  multiply  any 
given  number  of  ounces  of  gold  bulfion  by 
3/.  17  s.  lOJrf.,  the  Mint  price,  than  by 
£.3.893.75,  its  exact  equivalent  in  pounds 
and  decimals  of  a  pound. 


This  rule  will  meet  all  cases  of  duties 
which  are  paid  in  cumulative  sums.  Take, 
for  example,  the  duty  on  rum  imported  into 
England,  which  is  Ss.  2d.  =  mils  408.33. 
Supposing  the  entries  for  consumption  amount 
to  2,600,000  gallons  per  annum,  the  duty 
would  amount,  at  Ss.  2d.  per  gallon,  to 
1,020,833  /. ;  at  408.33  mils,  to  1,020,825  i 
These  sums  are  nearly  equivalent.  By  any 
other  mode  of  computation  there  would  be 
gain  or  loss  to  the  revenue ;  e.  g.  at  408  \ 
mils  the  duty  would  amount  to  1,021,250/., 
being  a  gain  of  417/.;  at  408  mils,  to 
1,020,000  /.,  being  a  loss  of  833  /. 

But  the  rule  will  not  applj^  to  cases  in 
which  small  duties  are  levied  in  detail,  e.  g. 
Post-office  stamps ;  1  d.  receipt  stamps  under 
the  Bill  now  in  progress.  The  mode  in  which 
these  duties  should  oe  dealt  with  will  require 
separate  consideration. 

It  appears  to  me  that  it  will  be  desiraUe 
to  have  the  revised  scale  of  tolls  authorita* 
lively  fixed,  instead  of  leaving  the  matter  f<v 
companies  to  adjust  for  themselves. 

In  remrd  to  the  proposed  compensation 
for  loss,  I  think  that  it  will  be  impossible  to 
devise  any  scheme  of  legislation  which  will 
meet  all  the  varying  cases  in  detail ;  but  if 
the  principle  is  defined  in  the  Act,  a  Govern- 
ment department  might  easily  apply  it  to 
individual  cases  with  the  aid  of  an  actuary. 
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shall  not  be  lawful  for  them  to  levy  or  charge 
any  suras  on  account  of  tolls  exceeding  the 
proportion  of  one  mil  for  every  farthing 
which  they  are  now  authorised  to  levy  or 
charge,  until  the  requirements  of  this  Act 
are  complied  with ;  and  if  it  shall  be  made  to 
appear,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Board  of 
Trade,  that  in  any  case  in  which  tolls  of  less 
amount  tnan  one  shilling  are  levied  in  single 
payments,  and  limited  in  amount,  under  tne 
authority  aforesaid,  loss  would  accrue  to  the 
companies  or  persons  authorised  to  levy  the 
same,  by  reason  that  in  the  conversion  of 
such  tolls  into  the  currency  established  by 
this  Act,  fractions  will  occur  of  too  small  an 
amount  to  be  paid  in  any  current  coin,  it 
shall  be  lawful  for  the  Board  of  Trade  to 
sanction  an  addition  thereto,  not  exceeding 
the  proportions  of  a  mil,  which,  with  the 
fractions  accruing  as  aforesidd,  shall  amount 
to  one  mil,  for  such  a  term  of  years  and 
months  as,  taking  into  account  the  period  of 
lime  during  which  such  tolls  are  authorised 
to  be  levied,  will  yield,  on  an  average  of  the 
amount  of  such  tolb  levied  during  the  three 
previous  years,  a  sum  equivalent  to  the 
•capital  which,  at  the  rate  of  interest  of  four 
per  cent,  per  annum,  would  represent  the 
value  of  an  annuity  equal  to  the  estimated 
amount  of  loss  on  such  tolls  as  aforesidd 
during  the  period  of  time  in  which  they  are 
authorised  to  be  levied :  Provided  that,  in 
case  the  tolls  which  such  companies  or  per^ 
sons  are  empowered  to  levy  or  charge  snail 
consist  of  various  rates,  the  additional  char^ 
'liereby  authorised  by  way  of  compensation 
for  the  loss  accruing  as  aforesaid  may  be 
levied  bv  a  re-adjustment  of  the  rates  of 
such  tolls  collectively,  although  there  may 
be  included  therein  tolls  upon  which  no  loss 
will  arise  on  their  conversion  into  the  cur- 
rency authorised  by  this  Act :  Provided  also, 
that  in  case  such  claim  to  compensation  be 
not  preferred  or  established,  it  shall  be  law- 
ful for  the  Board  of  Trade  to  revise  the 
scale  proposed  accordinsto  the  scheme  here- 
after provided  (Sect.  IX.)  And  afler  the 
signification  of  the  sanction  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  to  the  levying  additional  tolls  hereby 
authorised,  the  companies  or  persons  as  afore- 
said shall  be  entitled  to  levy  the  same  for 
the  period,  to  be*fixed  as  aforesaid  bv  the 
Board  of  Trade,  as  fully  and  effectually  as 
they  are  entitled  to  levy  the  tolls  now  autho- 
rised :  Provided  that,  after  the  expiration  of 
such  period,  the  tolls  in  respect  of  which 
such  addition  was  authorised  shall  be  reduced 
by  the  amount  of  one  mil ;  and  thereafter 
no  higher  sum  shall  be  charged  or  payable  in 
Tespect  of  such  toll  than  the  amount  which 
shall  arise  on  the  conversion  of  the  present 
toll  into  the  currency  established  by  this 
Act  in  the  manner  hereinafler  provided. 
<Sect.  IX) 

V.  Whereas  the  coinage  of  the  silver  coin 
of  this  realm  is  regulated  by  an  Act  passed,  &c. 
{5^  Geo.  3,  c.  68),  and  by  another  Act  passed, 
&c.  (12  &  13  Vict,  c  41) :  And  whereas  the 
coins  into  which  silver  bullion  may  be  coined 
under  the  said  recited  Acts  are  crowns  and 
pieces  of  lower  denomination :  Be  it  enacted, 

that 

0.66. 


Observations, 


O.  Afbvihncij  Esq. 


30  June  185.^ 


There  are  cases  of  turnpike  trusts  which 
are  let  on  lease,  and  in  which  the  proposed 
mode  of  dealing  with  the  tolls  would  give 
undue  advantage  to  the  lessees. 
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30  June  1853.  that  it  shall  be  lawful  for  Her  Majesty's 
Master  and  Worker  of  Her  Majesty's  Mint, 
in  London,  to  coin  silver  bullion,  of  standard 
weight  and  fineness,  into  coins  of  any  deno- 
mination representing  multiples  of  a  mil. 

VL  It  shall  be  lawful  for  Her  Mtuesty  to 
cause  copper  coins,  or  coins  of  mixed  metal, 
to  be  issued,  representing  mils,  or  fractions 
or  multiples  thereof,  provided  that  no  coins 
of  aiixed  metal  shall  be  issued  of  a  denomina- 
tifm  exceeding         mik. 

VU.  Former  Acts  relating  to  silver  and 
copper  coins  to  extend  to  this  Act ;  and  Acts 
relating  to  copper  coins  to  extend  to  coins  of 
mixed  metal. 

Vni.  It  shall  be  lawful  for  Her  Majesty, 
by  any  proclamation,  &c.,  to  declare  the  rates 
at  which  silver  and  copper  coins  now  current 
in  the  United  Kingdom  shall  pass  in  the 
denominations  of  the  currency  or  money  of 
account  established  by  this  Act,  notwith- 
standing that  the  rates  so  assigned  to  the  silver 
coins  may  differ  from  the  value  at  which 
they  were  issued  under  the  provisions  of  the 
said  recited  Acts :  Provided  that  no  rate  be 
assigned  to  such  silver  coins  exceeding  the 
relative  value  which  they  would  bear  in  the 
currency  or  money  of  account  established  by 
this  Act,  as  compared  with  that  which  they 
bear  in  the  existing  currency. 

IX.  Whereas  in  comparing  sums  under 
the  amount  of  twelve  pence  into  the  currency 
or  money  of  account  established  by  this  Act, 
fractioniu  parts  of  a  mil  will  arise,  and  in  the 
pavment  of  several  such  sums  it  is  unavoid- 
able that  an  inconsiderable  loss  of  part  of  a 
mil  must  be  incurred,  either  by  the  debtor 
or  creditor,  and  it  is  desirable  that  a  rule 
should  be  established  for  determining  upon 
which  party  the  loss  should  fall :  Be  it  there- 
fore enacted,  that  in  money  payments  of 
sums  in  which  such  fractions  shall  arise,  dl 
fractions  amounting  to  haf  a  mil  or  up- 
wards shall  be  discharged  by  the  payment  of 
a  mil,  and  no  payment  shall  be  required  in 
discharge  of  fractions  less  in  amount  than 
half  a  mil. 


Obs^roatixms. 


The  wdlght  of  the  c<Mn8  to  be  defined  in  the 
proportion  of  66  s.  to  ike  pound  troy. 


I  apprehend  that  if  it  is  not  intended  to 
have  corns  of  mixed  metal,  this  clause  will  be 
imnecessary.  If  mixed  metal  is  used,  the 
proportions  of  mlrer  should  be  specified. 


This  dauae  would  govern  the  case  of  tolla, 
if  not  otherwise  provided  for. 


If  the  cmn  of  half  a  mil  is  recognised,  the 
differenoe  will  be  lesa. 


X.  Publication  of  the  Act,  with  explana- 
tory tables  by  the  Treasury. 

XI.  Act  to  extend  to  the  colonies,  under 
such  limitations  as  will  prevent  interference 
with  local  legislation. 


It  may  be  convenient  to  have  a  clause  £» 
this  purpose;  but  I  am  not  sure  tiiat  it  is 
necessary,  for  in  those  colonies  in  which  the 
currency  is  r^ulated  by  local  law,  it  may  be 
amoKledby  Acts  of  the  Colonial  L^islatnres; 
and  in  thoee  in  which  no  such  laws  are  in 
force,  the  required  change  may,  I  wprehend, 
be  effected  by  an  Order  of  die  Queen  in 
Council. 


For  convenience  of  reference,  1  subjoin  a  table  of  sums  from  12  pence  to  one 
farthing,  with  their  equivalents  in  mils  and  decimals  of  a  mil. 
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PBVCB. 

MILS. 

PBNCS. 

MILS. 

PEHCE. 

MILS. 

PKHCS. 

MILS. 

12 

50.00000 

9 

37.50000 

6 

25.00000 

3 

12.50000 

Hi 

48.06888 

8| 

86.45888 

aj 

28.95883 

2i 

11.45888 

"4 

47.91666 

8} 

35.41666 

^J 

22.91666 

2i 

10.41666 

lU 

46.87500 

4 

84.87500 

5i 

•  21.87500 

2i 

9.87500 

11 

46.88888 

8 

83.33388 

6 

20.83333 

2 

8.83833 

10 1 

44.79166 

7i 

32.29166 

4i 

19.79166 

li 

7.29166 

10  J 

48.75000 

n 

31.25000 

4i 

18.750<)0 

U 

6.25600 

104 

42.70888 

30.20888 

4i 

17.70888 

li 

5.20888 

10 

41.66666 

7 

29.16666 

4 

16.66666 

1 

4.16666 

M 

40.62600 

6| 

28.12500 

33 

15.62500 

1 

3.12500 

»J 

89.58833 

el 

27.08838 

n 

14.58383 

} 

2.«)8333 

»i 

88.54166 

26.04166 

13.54166 

1 

1.04166 

1476.  Sir  fV.  Clay.']  With  regard  to  the  second  head,  have  you  any  explanations 
to  ofl'er  to  the  Committee  as  to  the  view  with  which  you  propose  to  insert  in  the 
Bill  the  dividing,  for  the  purposes  of  account,  the  mil  into  100  parts? — I  think 
it  is  obviously  necessary  that  there  must  be  some  rule  defined  in  the  Bill  for  con- 
verting previous  contracts  and  engagements  from  the  present  into  the  proposed 
currency.  It  seems  to  be  the  opinion  of  several  witnesses,  whose  views  are  enti- 
tled to  great  weight,  that  this  may  be  left  to  a  rough  adjustment  by  striking  out 
small  fractions  in  one  case  and  adding  them  in  another.  I  think  there  are  a  great 
many  cases  in  which  such  a  rule  would  not  be  applicable.  The  most  important, 
perhaps,  refer  to  the  Mint  and  Bank  prices  of  gold  bullion,  which  are  respectively 
3  /.  17  *.  10  J  rf.  and  Z  I.  11  s.  9  d.  the  ounce.  Those  sums,  in  their  equivalents  of 
pounds,  mils,  and  decimals  of  a  mil  are  3..893.75  /.  and  3..887.60  /.  Then  as  to 
those  fractions  of  a  mil  being  either  included  or  excluded  :  if  they  are  excluded 
there  would  be  a  trifling  difference  between  the  new  and  the  present  price  of  bullion; 
it  would  be  so  minute,  certainly^  as  hardly  to  affect  the  current  value  of  a  sovereign, 
but  at  the  same  time  it  would  alter  the  proportions,  at  present  established  by  law, 
between  the  Mint  and  the  Bank  price;  because  the  fraction  of  the  Mint  price 
being  .7:^,  and  the  fraction  of  the  Bank  price  .60,  there  would  be  the  loss  of  a 
quarter  of  a  mil  to  the  Bank  upon  each  ounce  of  gold  if  the  fraction  was  included 
or  excluded.  That  seems  a  very  small  sum,  but  if  1  Jrf.  be  considered  as  the  proper 
measure  of  remuneration  to  the  Bank  for  the  duty  of  taking  the  bullion  in  and 
getting  it  coined,  a  deduction  of  more  than  4^th  per  cent,  may  affect  them  con- 
siderably. In  the  Customs  there  are  duties  on  coffee  of  3^.  a  pound,  and  various 
twopences,  threepences,  and  fourpences.  There  the  addition  or  exclusion  of  a 
small  fraction  would  make  a  material  difference.  I  have  instanced  the  case  of 
rum  in  the  paper  I  have  put  in.  But  take  the  case  of  the  income  tax  at  7  d.  in 
the  pound.  1  think  that  Sir  John  Herschel  in  his  evidence  proposed  that  this 
tax  should  be  adjusted,  by  taking  three  per  cent,  instead  of  the  7  d.  in  the  pound, 
by  way  of  equalising  it.  It  is  apparently  very  easy  to  settle  that  matter  in  the 
Committee  here ;  but  if  you  rely  upon  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  bring- 
ing in  a  new  Income  Tax  Bill  to  adjust  it  to  your  scheme,  you  would  probably 
defer  the  measure  for  at  least  seven  years.  Then  in  the  case  of  railway  tolls. 
It  is  ({uite  true  that  with  respect  to  the  great  bulk  of  the  tolls  which  are  limited 
to  so  much  a  mile  by  Act  of  Parliament,  the  tolls  charged  by  the  companies 
are  considerably  within  the  limits  proposed  by  Parliament,  except,  I  apprehend, 
in  the  case  of  a  penny  a  mile  tor  the  third-class  trains ;  the  railway  com- 
panies probably  look  upon  that  as  a  hard  bargain  with  them,  and  if  you  compel 
them  to  take  oft*  4  J  per  cent,  from  their  charge,  they  would  hardly  consider 
it  fair.  Then  there  are  cases  in  which  railways  are  obliged  to  allow  the  use  of 
their  lines  to  other  companies  at  certain  fixed  rates.  I  was  looking  at  the  South- 
wrestem  Railway  table  the  other  day«  where  it  is  fixed  at  2d.  b,  mile  for  each 
passenger;  in  case  any  other  railway  uses  the  line,  they  are  authorised  to  make 
that  charge.  Take  four  per  cent,  from  2d.  a.  mile,  and  it  might  interfere  with 
the  arrangements  made  between  different  companies.  All  those  matters  are 
simplified  by  the  plan  I  propose.  By  allowing  the  introduction  of  the  fractions, 
you  get  almost  an  equivalent.  I  propose  to  take  two  decimal  places,  because  1 
thiuk  that  sufficient ;  but  if  you  take  three  figures,  you  would  have  nearly  a  per- 
fect equivalent.  The  way  I  propose  would  give  an  approximate  equivalent ;  but 
if  you  add  another  figure,  it  would  be  a  perfect  equivalent  at  every  j  d.  You  get, 
in  the  case  of  bullion,  which  I  think  is  very  important,  an  exact  equivalent,  and 
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G.Arhtdhnot^  Esq.   in  all  other  cases  so  nearly  an  equivalent,  as  that  the  difference  would  be  hardly 

appreciable.     This  removes  one  great  class  of  difficulties,  and  those  fractions 

30  Jane  1853.  would  never  be  wanted  except  by  persons  who  are  conversant  with  accounts,  to 
whom  it  would  give  no  trouble.  In  the  daily  transactions  of  the  people  it  would 
not  come  into  operation  at  all.  I  propose  that  authorised  tables  should  be  pub- 
lished  with  each  sum  from  a  pound  to  a  farthing,  arranged  in  three  columns,, 
the  first  column  stating  the  sum  in  money  of  the  present  denomination;  the 
second  its  legal  equivalent  in  mils,  and  one  hundredth  parts  of  a  mil ;  the 
third  column  would  be  for  the  money  payment  authorised  by  the  Act. 

1477.  You  mean  the  nearest  equivalent  in  the  proposed  coins  of  c'ux^ulation  ? 
— Yes,  and  thus,  in  fact,  as  far  as  I  can  see,  you  reduce  all  the  difficulties  to  be 
encountered  in  the  change  from  one  currency  to  the  other,  to  two  cases,  viz., 
tolls,  which  are  levied  in  single  payments,  and  the  penny  stamps ;  with  these 
two  exceptions,  I  do  not  see  any  cases  which  are  not  met  by  the  proposed  scale. 

1478.  You  propose  that  your  process  of  dividing  the  mil  into  one  hundredth 
partB  should  only  apply  to  contracts  or  engagements  existing  before  the  passing- 
of  the  Act?— Yes. 

1479.  All  engagements  or  contracts  to  be  made  after  the  passing  of  the  Act 
are  to  be  expressed  in  the  monies  of  accoant  prescribed  by  the  first  clause  of 
your  proposed  Bill ;  namely,  in  pounds,  florins,  cents,  and  mils  ? — ^Yes. 

1480.  You  do  not  propose  therefore  that  the  one-hundredth  parts  of  the  mil 
shall  be  an  extension  of  the  new  monies  of  account  ? — Not  as  to  transactions  to 
be  entered  into  subsequently  to  the  passing  of  the  Act. 

1481.  Nor,  if  the  Committee  rightly  understand  you,  do  you  mean  that  your 
scheme  implies  the  necessity  of  any  further  coins  of  circulation  ? — No,  none 
below  the  mil. 

1482.  Would  you  propose,  then,  that  in  the  actual  transfer  of  money  from 
one  hand  to  another  in  liquidation  of  any  existing  engagement  all  the  one-hun- 
dredth parts  of  a  mil  below  50  should  not  be  paid,  and  that  from  50  upwards 
should  be  counted  as  one  entire  mil?— I  think  that  in  contracts  owing,  whicb 
involve  numerous  small  sums,  the  fraction  should  be  taken  into  account,  and 
that  the  question  of  a  money  payment  will  not  apply  until  they  are  added 
together. 

1483.  At  last  the  liquidation  of  all  payments  must  be  in  a  coin  of  circula- 
tion ? — Yes. 

1484.  Mr.  Ball.']  To  take  as  an  illustration  the  income  tax ;  do  you  propose 
that  in  future  the  income  tax  shall  be  calculated  at  the  rate  of  29  mils  and  ^^ihs 
of  a  mil  upon  each  pound  sterling  ? — Yes.' 

1485.  Does  not  it  appear  to  you  that,  so  far  from  facilitating  matters,  it  would 
cause  an  increased  amount  of  trouble  to  the  public  offices  making  that  calcula- 
tion, and  to  the  public  seeking  to  verify  that  calculation  ? — 1  think  that  if 
you  try  a  few  sums  in  detail  you  will  find  it  much  less  trouble  to  multiply  by 
the  figures  29*17,  than,  as  at  present,  by  7rf.,  afterwards  having  to  divide  by  12' 
and  by  20,  and  then  to  find  the  tax  on  ti)e  fractions  of  a  pound. 

i486.  Would  not  the  introduction  of  decimal  fractions  that  are  not  very 
familiar  to  the  public,  tend  to  create  a  prejudice  against  the  new  system  ? — You 
would  have  the  equivalent  sums  in  the  tables  handy  for  the  person  to  refer  to*. 
I  think  that  much  greater  difficulties  now  arise  in  calculating  income  tax,  when 
you  come  to  fractions  of  a  pound. 

1487.  This  suggestion  of  yours  is  based  upon  the  assumed  difficulty  of 
altering  existing  duties  or  charges? — Upon  the  impression  that,  if  the  change* 
can  be  effected  without  disturbing  existing  engagements,  a  great  difficulty  will^ 
be  avoided. 

1488.  You  assume  there  is  a  difficulty  in  altering  the  existing  rates  and* 
taxes,  or  duties? — Yes,  my  first  difficulty  referred  to  the  price  of  bullion  ;  my 
second  one  was  to  the  rates  and  duties  ;  and  I  think  that,  as  respects  the  proposal 
for  adjusting  the  rates  and  duties,  it  would  be  a  haphazard  way  of  settling 
the  thing,  and  the  Government  would,  I  think,  lose  considerably  by  it,  if  your^ 
established  any  general  scheme  forgiving  and  taking.  On  looking  through  the 
duties,  I  am  satisfied  the  Government  would  lose  xery  much;  and  if  in  order 
to  avoid  this  loss  you  brought  in  bills  to  re-adjust  the  present  duties,  I  think 
you  would  impose  considerable  labour.  Then  there  is  the  pay  of  troops,  which, 
m  the  case  both  of  officers  and  men,  consists  of  day  pay,  comprising  frequently 
odd  pence.     It  might  be  a  serious  thing  if  the  receipts  of  any  one  rank  were 
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aiFected  to  the  extent  of  four  per  cent.     It  would  only  aggravate  the  difficulty,  O.Arinahnot,EB(\, 
if,  by  the  rough  mode  of  compensation  proposed,  one  rank  gained  while  another       —— — — 
lost.  30  June  1853. 

1489.  The  loss  that  would  arise  from  the  adoption  of  the  suggestion  before 
this  Committee  would  be  chiefly  upon  postage  stamps  and  other  stamps  of  lower 
value ;  all  those  losses  put  together  would  be  Aore  than  compensated  by  the 
increase  of  the  income  tax  from  29  mils  and  ^^j^ths  of  a  mil  to  30  mils? — That 
would  yield  an  addition  to  the  income  tax  of  83  mils  per  100  /.  only  for  two 
years,  to  which  term  the  tax  at  the  rate  of  7  rf.  in  the  pound  is  limited. 

1490.  Mr.  Smith.]  Would  it  not  be  a  much  more  simple  plan,  as  you  would 
have  to  legislate  at  once,  to  alter  the  whole  tariff,  giving  and  taking,  so  as  to 
make  it  round  numbers?^— It  is  no  light  task  to  re-adjust  a  tariff,  even  if  you 
could  guarantee  that  it  should  pass  without  comment — that  no  Member  with  a 
favourite  scheme  would  take  the  opportunity  of  pressing  it ;  and,  after  all,  the 
difficulty  which  would  be  occasioned  by  adding  these  decimal  figures  seems  to 
me  so  very  trifling,  that  it  is  not  worth  considering.  You  are  now  dealing  every 
day  with  much  more  difficult  fractions.  Look,  for  instance,  at  the  return  that 
was  furnished  to  the  House  of  Commons  the  other  day ;  look  at  the  fractions 
involved  in  the  additional  five  per  cent,  upon  the  Customs  duties :  you  get  ^th 
and  ^th  of  a  penny  without  end. 

1491.  In  the  income  tax,  do  you  think  that  anybody  would  object  to  the 
addition  of  1  ^.  8^.  per  cent,  so  as  to  make  the  calculation  more  simple  than  at 
present  ? — I  do  not  know  that  the  public  would  object ;  I  think  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  would  object  to  have  to  go  through  the  Bill  again  ;  but  if  the 
question  were  re-opened,  there  would  no  doubt  be  convenience  in  fixing  the  tax 
at  30  mils. 

1492.  Do  you  think  he  would  object  to  the  trifling  addition  of  income  that  it 
would  bring  ? — Not  if  the  public  desire  it ;  but  I  may  observe,  that  the  adoption 
of  my  proposal  would  not  mterfere  with  a  revision  of  this  tax,  or  of  any  others, 
if  thought  desirable.  A  plan  had  been  suggested  for  a  general  adjustment  of 
existing  engagements,  to  which  I  have  stated  objections  which  appear  to  me 
very  strong;  and  I  have  prpposed  another,  which  will,  I  think,  be  more  uniform, 
more  just,  and  more  convenient  in  its  operation.  I  conceive  that,  however  you 
may  desire  to  deal  with  particular  cases,  many  must  remain  for  settling  which 
it  will  be  necessary  to  lay  down  some  general  principle;  and  I  submit  that  you 
will  only  encumber  your  measure  if  you  render  it  dependent  on  a  revision  of 
the  tariff  in  detail,  instead  of  leaving  such  questions  to  be  adjusted  hereafter,  as 
experience  may  show  the  necessity  for  alteration.  After  the  decimal  system  of 
coinage  has  been  established,  all  traces  of  engagements  in  the  denominations  of 
£.  8.  d.  will  gradually  disappear. 

1493.  Sir  IV.  Clay.]  The  difficulty  with  respect  to  the  coinage  might  be  of 
course  obviated  by  empowering  the  Mint  to  retain  a  small  seignorage;  to 
retain,  for  instance,  the  yj^jth  part  of  a  mil  in  the  form  of  seignorage,  so  that, 
instead  of  giving  3*893  mils  and  ^(^ths  of  a  mil,  they  should  only  give  3*893 
mils,  retaining  the  |ths  of  a  mil,  or  the  |ths  of  a  farthing,  in  the  shape  of 
seignorage  ? — When  you  come  to  seignorage,  that  is  a  very  difficult  and  compli- 
cated question.  As  ntr  as  my  opinion  goes,  a  Mint  charge  of  that  description  is 
incompatible  with  our  present  system  of  note  circulation.  It  would  practicauy 
operate  as  a  charge  upon  the  Bank  of  England.  A  proposition  was  made  last 
year  by  the  Mint  authorities  of  a  character  similar  to  that  which  you  have  sug- 
gested, but  it  was  rejected  after  consideration  by  both  the  last  and  the  present 
Government. 

1494.  Do  you  recollect  the  amount  of  the  seignorage  they  proposed  to  retain  ? 
I  think  it  did  not  exceed  one-sixth  per  cent. 

1495.  Will  you  express  that  in  decimal  coinage? — One  florin^  six  cents,  six 
mils. 

1496.  That  would  be  a  much  larger  seignorage  than  the  seignorage  implied 
in  my  former  question? — Yes;  but  1  du  not  see  the  object  of  your  suggestion. 
If  the  Mint  charge  a  seignorage,  you  would  still  further  reduce  the  profit  of  the 
Bank,  and  the  objection  to  which  I  have  advened  would  be  increased  instead  of 
being  diminished. 

1497.  Mr.  Ball.']  Would  not  the  adoption  of  the  9th  section  of  the  Draft  Bill 
whicii  you  have  favoured  the  Committee  with  lead  to  this :  that  in  all  cases  of 
tolls,  where  none  of  the  tolls  exceeded  \d.  or  1</.,  the  result  of  the  clause  uonld 
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G.Arimikna,!^  be  to  entail  an  absolute  loss  of  fcur  per  cent,  upon  the  owners  of  the  bridges  or 

ferrieet,  or  other  places  where  the  tolls  are  taken  ? — ^Yes,  unless  they  are  adjusted 

30  Jvoe  185s-     as  provided  for  in  the  4th  section. 

1408.  Would  vou  be  kind  enough  to  point  out  the  proviso  in  the  4th  section 
whidb  would  apply  to  that  case  ? — It  would  act  in  the  same  way  upon  bridges 
as  upon  other  tolls. 

1499.  Ckiiirman.']  Would  not  it  have  this  effect  insamueh,  as  we  are  not 
expected  to  have  a  new  coinage  representing  a  penny,  that  if  the  parties  took 
four  mils  they  nould  lose  four  percent,  and  if  they  took  five  mils  they  would 
gain  20  r — ^They  would  gain  20  per  cent. 

1500*  Would  it  not  be  quite  convenient  to  adjust  it  in  this  way,  that  for  a 
short  period  they  should  take  five  mils? — That  I  have  provided  for  in  the 
4th  section. 

1501.  Mr.  JStf//.]  You  suggest  that  "  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Board  of  Trade 
to  sanction  an  addition  thereto."    That  is,  to  the  tolls? — ^Yes. 

1502.  ^  Not  exceeding  the  proportions  of  a  mil,  which,  with  the  frdctions 
accruing  as  aforesaid,  shall  amount  to  one  mil,  for  such  a  term  of  years  and 
months  as,  taking  into  account  the  period  of  time  during  which  such  tolls  are 

'  authorised  to  be  levied,  will  yield,  on  an  average  of  the  amount  of  such  tolls 
levied  during  the  three  previous  years,  a  sum  equivalent  to  the  capital  which, 
at  the  rate  of  interest  of  lour  per  cent,  per  annum,  would  represent  the  value  of 
an  annuity  equal  to  the  estimated  amount  of  loss  on  such  tolls  as  aforesaid, 
during  the  period  of  time  in  which  they  are  authorised  to  be  levied,''  and  so  on. 
Now,  in  ordinary  tolls,  it  will  be  necessary  to  adjust  a  considerable  number  of 
difierent  charges  and  different  amounts.  I  apprehend  that  no  returns  can  be 
obtained  of  the  separate  produce  of  the  different  tolls,  such  as,  for  instanc  ,  four- 
wheeled  carriages  and  two-wheeled  carriages,  and  four-footed  beasts ;  and  there- 
fore I  do  not  see,  from  the  terms  of  the  section,  as  drawn  up  by  you,  what  the 
calculation  is  ? — No  doubt  there  would  be  difiiculty  in  those  cases.  I  merely 
sketched  an  outline  of  the  proposal,  which  must  be  filled  up  when  it  comes  for 
consideration ;  that  would  apply  clearly  to  such  tolls  as  Hungerford  Bridge, 
where  they  have  only  one  toll  to  deal  with.  It  may  be  sufficient  to  establish  by 
enactment  the  principle  to  be  followed,  leaving  it  to  the  Board  of  Trade  to  decide 
in  what  manner  it  should  be  carried  out.  I  apprehend,  however,  that  owners 
of  tolls  have  some  check  over  their  collectors,  and  must  therefore  have  the  means 
of  furnishing  information.  It  will  rest  with  the  owners  to  establish  their  claims 
to  compensation. 

1 503.  Chairman.^  Have  you  any  observations  to  offer  upon  the  subject  of  the 
postage  stamps.  One  of  the  greatest  difficulties  the  Committee  have  found  in 
their  investigation  is  to  arrange  some  equivalent  for  the  present  penny  stamp, 
which  shall  at  the  same  time  not  entail  a  heavy  l«>ss  upon  the  revenue,  and  yet  not 
be  inconvenient  to  the  purchaser  of  the  stamp  ? — It  is  quite  clear  that  the  altera- 
tion of  the  rate  from  one  penny  to  four  mils  would  entail  a  loss  on  the  revenue 
of  100,000  /.  It  is  calculated  chat  that  would  be  the  loss ;  and  I  think  that,  what- 
ever opinion  may  be  entertained  regarding  the  Post-K)ffice  as  a  source  of  revenue, 
it  ought  clearly  to  cover  its  expenses.  I  do  not  think  it  does  that  at  present. 
Last  year  was  a  productive  year ;  but  the  payments  iuto  the  Exchequer,  I  see,  by 
the  finance  accounts,  were  no  more  than  1,022,000/.  on  account  of  postage. 
The  payments  to  the  Post-office  by  the  public  departments,  exclusive  of  some 
payments  that  are  made  in  detail  by  the  different  departments,  amounted  to 
168,000/.  The  packet  service  cost  870,000/.  Those  amounts  added  together 
make  1,038,000 1. ;  leaving  a  deficiency  against  the  revenue  of  16,000/.  If  you 
add  the  further  loss  of  100,000/.,  it  is  quite  clear  the  Post-office  would  be  a  losing 

.  concern.  I  think  that  in  times  of  prosperity  like  the  present  you  ought  to  have 
a  clear  margin  of  revenue  above  the  expenses ;  for  on  the  occurrence. of  war 
or  any  time  of  commercial  embarrassment,  or  anything  interfering  with  cor- 
respondence, that  affects  the  postage  as  much  as  anything  else ;  and  I  think  you 
ought  to  look  at  the  possibility  of  a  dark  side  of  the  picture  as  well  as  a  bright 
side.  There  is  another  view  of  the  question  which  it  is  material  to  refer  to.  It 
is  a  fair  view  to  take  of  the  matter  to  consider  what  you  would  have  done  if, 
instead  of  adapting  the  postage  rate  to  a  new  denomination  of  money,  you  had 
had  in  existence  a  decimal  currency ,  and  were  now  about  to  establish  for  the  first 
time  an  uniform  postage  rate.  I  doubt  whether  any  one  would  have  thought  of 
proposing  four  mils;  five  mils  would  be  the  natural  sum  you  would  fix  upon. 

1504.  Sir 
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1504.  Sir  JV.  Clay.']  What  would  be  the  increase  to  the  revenue  by  makmg  ft  iWirfifci^  E*|. 

the  postage  stamp  five  mils  instead  of  Id.  as  at  present,  and  what  would  be  the       

difference  between  making  it  five  mils  and  four  mils? — I  think  that  is  stated      30  Jane  1853. 
in  Mr.  Rowland  Hill's  Evidence,  and  I  would  rather  depend  upon  his  ealcirhi- 

tious  than  my  own.  It  has  been  suggested  that  if  the  postage  was  lowered  to 
four  mils,  it  would  have  the  effect  of  increasing  correspondence  so  as  very  soon 
to  make  up  the  deficiency ;  but  I  think  it  is  a  great  fallacy  to  suppose  that  a  very 
small  increase  in  the  postage  rate  would  have  the  slightest  effect  upon  the  namber 
of  letters  that  would  be  posted.  If  a  person  now  posts  96  letters,  he  woald  not 
post  four  more  in  order  to  spend  his  money  in  postage.  I  conceive  that  with 
the  penny  postage  people  practically  write  as  many  letters  as  they  want,  and  if 
you  reduce  the  postage  a  small  per-centage  below  that,  a  per-centage  not  appre- 
ciable in  any  coin,  it  would  not  have  the  slightest  effect  upon  the  correspoofd- 
ence;  so  also  I  doubt  very  much,  if  you  added  a  fraction  of  a  mil,  whether  it 
would  diminish  a  single  letter.  I  do  not  think  it  would  be  felt.  There  is  one  point 
that  hardly  belongs  to  the  question  of  postage  properly,  but  to  which  I  wish  to 
refer;  and  that  is,  that  the  penny  stamps  are  now  very  much  used  as  a  nreans 
of  remittance  of  small  sums;  and  it  would  be  a  great  convenience  if  they  were 
still  maintained  at  some  proportion  to  the  shilling,  so  as  not  to  interfere  with 
that  use  of  the  stamps ;  that  would  be  a  reason  for  raising  it  to  five  mils. 

1505.  Have  you  any  suggestions  to  offer  to  the  Committee  as  to  the  mode  of 
effecting  this  change,  and  of  obviating  the  inconvenience  that  would  arise  from 
the  transition  from  the  one  system  of  currency  to  the  other? — Some  little  time 
must  elapse  before  you  can  introduce  the  new  system  perfectly.  You  cannot  in 
a  day  change  all  the  coins  in  circulation  in  a  country.  The  point  to  consider 
seems  to  be,  how  long  that  period  of  transition  should  last.  I  think  it  would 
tend  very  much  to  the  convenience  of  the  public  if  the  new  system  were  so  ad- 
justed as  to  allow  the  use  of  the  coins  with  which  we  are  already  familiar;  at 
any  rate,  in  the  first  instance.  As  to  the  lesson  that  the  common  people  would 
have  to  learn,  they  do  not  keep  accounts,  not  one  out  of  a  hundred  of  them. 
They  are  very  acute  in  ordinary  retail  transactions ;  they  know  very  well  the  value 
of  money  in  detail^  and  if  a  proclamation  was  issued  rating  a  farthing  as  the  one- 
thousanth  part  of  a  pound,  they  would  very  soon  learn  to  apply  that  to  the  coins 
in  circulation,  and  they  would  know  that  they  must  get  irf.  more  change  for 
Ae  shilling.  I  do  not  see  that  in  xeal  for  system  you  should  try  all  at  once  to 
force  them  to  become  perfect  adepts  in  calculating  decimals  ;  but  when  the 
shilling  is  made  to  consist  of  25  instead  of  24  halfpeoee,  the  existinj;  pence* table 
will  be  effectually  knocked  on  the  head^  and  it  would  be  impossible  fo  render 
intelligible  accounts  witliout  resortuij;  to  the  decimal  division  of  money.  For 
mercantile  matters,  when  the  decimal  system  is  established,  the  cohis  by  which 
that  system  may  be  carried  out  will  not  be  (^  material  consequence ;  fnit  for  the 
sake  of  the  common  people,  it  would  be  desirable  to  leave  them  the  use  of  the 
coins  with  which  they  are  acquainted,  as  a  standard  by  which  they  may  compare 
the  new  system  with  the  old  ;  and  I  confess  I  should  he  very  sorry  to  ^e  the 
shilling  removed  as  a  coin  of  circulation  by  name.  It  might  facilitate  the 
transition,  if,  before  any  proclamation  were  issued  for  the  adoption  of  the  new 
currency,  some  corns  were  previously  prepared  ready  for  issue,  which  would 
be  peculiarly  adapted  to  the  new  system,  such  as  20-cent  pieces  and  perhaps 
15-cent  pieces ;  but  1  think  the  pence  and  half-pence  might  be  let  alone  for  the 
present. 

1506.  Chairman.']  There  is  a  general  unwillingness  among  the  witnesses  who 
have  been  examined  before  this  Committee  to  increase  the  numbers  of  coin  in 
use,  and  an  impression  that  the  fewer  coins  you  can  carry  on  the  business  with, 
the  less  trouble  and  the  less  difficulty ;  what  is  your  opinion  upon  that  ? — I 
think  so ;  I  think  florins,  shillings,  25-cent  and  20-cent,  in  silver  pieces  would 
be  enough. 

1507.  You  see  those  coins  I:>efore  you  ? — Yes. 

1508.  There  is  a  1-rail  piece,  a  2-mil  piece,  a  3-mil  piece,  a  4-miI  piece, 
a  5mil  piece,  and  a  lo-mil  piece  in  copper  ;  and  a  10-mil  piece  in  silver,  and 
a  20-inIl  piece  in  diver;  what  is  your  opinion  with  respect  to  them  ? — I  should 
prefer  the  10-mil  piece  in  silver  to  one  in  copper. 

1509.  Would  you  exclude  the  10-mil  piece  altogether? — As  a  copper  coin 
it  would  be  very  clumsy,  but  a  silver  piece  of  that  denomination  might  be  con- 
venient. 

0.66.  T4  1510.  WouliU  T 

Digitized  by  VnOOQ IC 


152     MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE  TAKEN  BEFORE  THE 

Q.Arbtahnot.Enq.      1510.  Would  you  exclude  the  3-mil  piece? — ^I  do  not  think  it  would  be 

required. 

30  June  1853.  1511.  Mr.  Smith.]  You  would  think  it  desirable,  before  the  decimal  system 
was  carried  into  operation,  to  have  a  number  of  coins  circulated  bearing  the 
impression  of  the  new  currency ;  that  is  to  say,  you  would  have  the  florins, 
probably,  with  100  mils  upon  them  besides ;  and  you  would  have  half-florins  and 
quarter-florins,  with  the  mils  marked  upon  them,  so  as  to  accustom  people  to 
calculate  the  number  of  mils  when  the  coinage  was  brought  into  circulation  ? — 
I  do  not  think  you  could  issue  them  before  the  proclamation,  or  they  would 
have  no  meaning.  I  do  not  think  the  Queen  would  be  authorised  to  issue  ^oins 
under  the  new  denomination  until  it  was  declared  by  law. 

1512.  ChahTnan.]  Would  you  see  any  objection  to  the  halfpenny  and  penny 
that  are  now  issuing,  if  two  and  four  were  marked  upon  them  ? — I  do  not  know 
that  there  would  be ;  but  the  change  in  the  copper  money  would  be  so  very 
small  that  people  would  continue  to  use  them  as  pence  and  halfpence ;  and  they 
would  call  theui  pence  and  halfpence,  call  them  what  you  would. 

1513.  Mr.  Smith.']  Would  you  propose,  in  coining  the  half-florin,  that  there' 
should  be  marked  ** shilling"  upon  it,  or  that  it  should  be  called  a  "half- 
florin  ? " — I  should  like  it  still  to  be  called  "  a  shilling,"  from  old  association  ; 
and  the  people  would  always  call  it  a  shilling. 

1514.  Chairman.]  You  would  mark  25  mils  upon  it? — ^Fifty  mils.  I  think 
it  would  be  desirable  to  retain  the  coin  under  its  present  name,  but  there  would 
be  no  objection  to  its  being  marked  in  a  way  by  which  its  value  in  the  new 
currency  would  be  denoted. 

1515.  Sir  ff^.  Clay.]  In  the  8th  section  of  your  proposed  Bill,  you  say,  "  It 
shall  be  lawful  for  Her  Majesty  by  any  proclamation  to  declare  the  rates  at  which 
silver  and  copper  coins  now  current  in  the  United  Kingdom  shall  pass,'*  namely, 
**  in  the  denominations  of  the  currency  or  money  of  account  established  by 
this  Act"? — Yes. 

1516.  And  you  add,  "  Provided  that  no  rate  be  assigned  to  such  silver  coins 
exceeding  the  relative  value  which  they  would  bear  in  the  currency  or  money 
of  account  established  by  this  Act.''  But  if  they  pass  for  somewhat  less  than 
their  real  value,  there  would  be  a  loss  to  be  sustained  by  the  present  holders  of 
them  ? — Yes,  there  must  be  either  loss  or  gain.  In  the  case  of  coins  which 
involve  a  fraction,  which  is  not  expressed  by  any  coin  of  a  new  denomination, 
there  must  be  loss  or  gain. 

1517.  Would  not  it,  then,  be  desirable  that  such  coins  should  be  called  in  by 
the  Government,  and  that  equivalent  value  in  the  new  coinage  should  be  given 
to  the  persons  so  bringing  them  in  ? — I  think  it  would  be  desirable  to  remove 
them  from  circulation  previously  to  the  adoption  of  the  new  currency. 

1518.  Possibly  you  might  think  it  desirable  to  add  that  to  the  section  now 
under  consideration  ? — I  apprehend  that  the  Queen  has  power  to  decry  any 
coins  in  circulation,  without  the  authority  of  a  special  Act  of  Parliament  Practi- 
cally, the  measure  would  only  apply  to  the  fourpenny  and  threepenny  pieces. 

1519.  In  section  11  you  saj%  this  Act  is  to  "extend  to  the  colonies,  under 
such  limitations  as  will  prevent  interference  with  local  legislation."     I  believe 

*  you  have  had  some  experience  with  regard  to  the  colonial   currencies :  have 

you  any  explanation  to  give  to  the  Committee  with  reference  to  that  section? 
— I  saw  that  a  question  was  asked  one  of  the  witnesses,  about  the  measure  that 
has  been  adopted  in  Canada  for  introducing  the  decimal  system  in  their  currency, 
as  if  that  would  have  a  bearing  upon  the  measure  proposed  here.  But,  in  point 
of  fact,  the  measure  which  lias  been  proposed  in  Canada  (but  which  I  do  not 
think  has  yet  become  law,  I  am  not  quite  sure  how  that  stands)  had  in  view  the 
assimilation  of  their  currency  to  that  of  the  United  States  rather  than  to  that  of 
England.  The  pound  currency  of  Canada  is  of  less  value  than  the  pound  sterling, 
in  the  proportion  of  1 /.  4$.  4d.  currency  to  1/.  sterling;  that  makes  the  1/. 
currency  equal  to  four  United  States  gold  dollars.  In  1836  the  gold  currency 
of  the  United  States  was  depreciated.  There  was  a  very  slight  alteration  in 
1837,  when  they  altered  the  standard  of  fineness  ;  but  for  all  practical  purposes 
their  gold  coin  has  been  the  same  since  1836.  The  Canada  currency,  which 
was  originally  based  on  what  is  termed  Halifax  currency,  that  is,  on  the  arbitrary 
valuation  of  the  Spanish  dollar  at  5  a.,  has  followed  the  changes  in  the  Mint  law 
of  the  United  States.  In  the  West  India  Islands  they  have  our  currency  nomi- 
nally, but  tliey  use  British  silver  as  an  unlimited  tender;  and  it  would  require 
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consideration  how  to  deal  with  their  currency,  when  we  have  changed  our  silver  O.Arbuthnot.EMfi. 

here.  • 

1520,  Chairman.]  Do  you  think  there  would  be  any  probability  of  the  Cana-  3o  June  1853. 
dians  accommodating  their  currency  to  ours,  when  they  have  such  large  transac- 
actions  with  the  people  in  the  United  States,  where  the  decimal  coinage  is 
already  adopted,  and  would  be  more  convenient  to  them  ? — Their  view  in  deci- 
malising their  currency  has  been  to  make  it  accord  with  that  of  the  United 
States,  and  not  with  the  coinage  of  this  country.  A  proposition  was  made  to 
them  a  few  years  ago,  when  they  wanted  to  strike  a  new  gold  coin ;  an  effort 
was  made  to  induce  them  and  all  the  North  American  colonies  (for  each  colony 
has  a  diflFerent  currency)  to  enter  into  concert  with  each  other,  and  adopt  the 
pound  sterling.  But  that  did  not  meet  their  views,  and  the  Canadians  rather 
wished  to  assimilate  their  currency  to  the  United  States  currency  than  to  ours. 


Mortis,  12*  die  Juliiy  1853. 


Dr.  John  Bowringy  called  in ;  and  Examined. 

1521.  Chairman.']  WHAT  offices  have  you  recently  held  in  China  ? — I  was     Dr.  J.  B(mrmg. 

three  years  Consul  at  Canton  and  one  year  Her  Majesty^s  Plenipotentiary  and       

Superinteudent  of  Trade  at  Hong  Kong.  12  July  1853. 

1522.  You  were  for  many  years  a  Member  of  the  House  of  Commons? — 
I  \^as. 

1523.  During  that  period  you  directed  your  attention  very  much  to  the 
decimal  system! — I  did.  It  was  in  consequence  of  a  motion  of  mine  in  the 
House  of  Commons  that  the  first  step  was  taken  for  introducing  the  decimal 
system  by  coining  the  silver  piece  that  represents  the  tenth  of  a  pound,  called  the 
florin. 

1524.  You  have  had  many  opportunities  of  comparing  the  system  in  various 
parts  of  the  Continent  and  in  China  with  the  system  which  is  adopted  in  England  ? 
— Very  many. 

1525.  WUl  you  state  your  views  upon  those  points  r — My  attention  was  called 
early  in  life  to  this  subject,  being  then  engaged  in  business,  and  having  com- 
mercial relations  with  various  parts  of  the  globe.  In  the  year  1832,  I  was 
Secretary  of  the  Commission  of  Public  Accounts,  and  had  many  opportunities  of 
comparing  different  systems  of  currency  and  accountancy.  I  have  been  much  in 
Spain  and  Portugal ;  and  mention,  as  an  exaa)ple,  that  in  Spain,  in  consequence 
of  the  absence  of  a  decimal  system,  accounts  are  kept  with  considerable  diffi- 
culty, and  their  correctness  is  seldom  to  be  depended  on.  I  had  often  occasion 
to  see  the  perplexities  and  mistakes  of  the  commissariat  functionaries  in  Spain 
during  the  Peninsular  war,  while,  just  crossing  the  fiontier  into  Portugal,  where 
there  exists  a  decimal  bystem  of  coinage  and  account  inaccuracies  were  very 
rare,  and  all  money  operations  recorded  with  great  facility.  I  may  also  mention 
in  reference  to  the  coinage  of  Spain,  that  as  the  different  Spanish  colonies 
emancipated  themselves  from  the  mother  country,  they  every  one,  without ' 
exception,  adopted  the  decimal  system,  and  the  uifiversal  adoption  of  that 
system  has  been  everywhere  recognised  as  a  great  ticnefit  and  blessing  to  the 
people.  The  system  in  Spain  is  as  absurd  and  inconvenient  as  most  of  the 
other  non-decimal  systems.  The  accounts  are  kept  in  reals  of  vellon,  every  one 
of  which  represents  34  maravedis ;  but  it  is  less  inconvenient  than  the  English 
system,  where  the  divisions  are  by  4,  12,  and  20. 

1526.  You  have  had  some  experience  of  the  mode  of  keeping  accounts  in 
Russia? — Yes  ;  and  the  same  advantages  will  be  found  in  favour  of  Russia,  as 
contrasted  with  Germany.  From  the  non-existence  of  the  decimal  system  in 
Germany  there  are  frequently  great  difficulties  in  understanding  and  in  record- 
ing matters  of  account.  In  Russia,  where  the  decimal  system  prevails  by  the 
division  of  the  rouble  into  100  copecks,  I  found  generally  the  accounts  kept  with 
great  clearness  and  great  accuracy. 

1527.  You  have  also  some  knowledge  of  keeping  accounts  in  Japan?—  Yes; 
Japan  is  in  some  respects  a  sort  of  dependency  of  China.     And  it  may  be  inte- 
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Dr.  /.  B&mring.    resting  to  know  that  in  Japan  the  accounts  have  been  kept  in  decimals  from  time 

immemorial.     I  had  occasion  to  look  lately  into  the  accounts  of  our  factories 

12  July  1853.  there  during  the  time  of  Charles  the  First,  and  the  period  antecedent  to  that, 
and  I  found  all  the  accounts  were  kept  in  decimals.  But  it  is  more  important 
that  I  should  state  that  the  decimal  system  is  the  universal  system  throughout 
the  Chinese  empire,  and  that  it  is  there  employed  by  more  than  400  millions  of 
the  human  race.  I  think  I  may  state,  as  the  result  of  my  own  experience,  that 
nearly  one-half  of  the  great  family  of  civilised  man  has  adopted  the  decimal 
system,  and  with  great  advantage  in  every  point  of  view 

1528.  I  think  you  were  particularly  struck  with  the  mode  in  which  they  keep 
their  accounts  in  China,  and  especially  with  the  facility  with  which  boys  of  very 
tender  years  are  able  to  cast  up  accounts? — Such  is  the  fact ;  the  Chinese  system 
of  accounts  is  one  of  great  simplicity.  The  integer  is  an  ounce  of  pure  silver, 
which  is  divided  into  1,000  parts,  called  cash  or  tchien.  I  venture  to  say  that 
a  boy  in  a  Chinese  school  will  in  one  month  acquire  a  more  thorough  knowledge 
of  all  the  purposes  to  which  figures  are  ordinarily  applied  than  would  be  obtained 
in  a  year  with  our  complicated  system.  I  have  scarcely  ever  known  an  instance, 
even  among  the  working  people,  of  an  inaccuracy  of  account  in  China ;  and  the 
extraordinary  rapidity  and  facility  with  which  their  arithmetical  operations  are 
conducted  and  recorded  has  frequently  excited  my  admiration  and  astonishment. 
I  was  never  able  to  keep  pace  with  their  calculations,  and  invariably  found  them 
right  when  there  was  any  difference  between  us. 

1529.  Notwithstanding  your  knowledge  of  figures,  you  have  stated,  I  think, 
that  your  servant  was  able  to  beat  you,  and  make  out  an  account  much  more 
rapidly  than  you  could  follow  him? — I  never  could,  by  any  system  I  have 
learnt,  approach  my  own  servants  in  the  celedty  with  which  they  kept  my 
accounts. 

1530.  r think  you  have  brou^t  a  little  instrument  to  explain  that? — I  have 
brought  the  abacus,  which  is  umversally  used  in  China,  and  pretty  universally 
also  in  Russia,  by  which  the  children  are  taught  to  keep  accounts  and  make 
calculations. 

1531.  Will  you  have  the  goodness  to  explain  it  to  the  Committee  ? —The 
Chinese  name  of  this  instrument  is  **  Swan-pan.''  It  is  an  instrument  divided 
into  two  parts.  On  one  side  are  five  movable  circles,  or  balls,  representing 
units,  and  on  the  other  side  two  fives,  which  represent  tens.  These  balls  move 
on  wires,  representing  decimal  quantities ;  first,  millions,  then  hundreds  of 
thousands,  tens  of  thousands,  thousands,  hundreds,  tens,  and  then  the  units,  or 
integer,  and  then  the  decimal  parts  of  the  unit,  thus : 

1,000,000 

100,000 

10,000 

1,000 

100 

10 

1 

•100 
•010 
•001 

1532.  How  much  do  you  think  it  would  abridge  the  labour  in  schools  if  the 
Chinese  mode  of  calculating  decimals  were  adopted  ?— I  think  more  would  be 
learnt  in  one  day,  with  the  assistance  of  the  decimal  system  and  the  abacuSy  than 
would  be  learnt  in  twenty  with  the  complicated  system  of  |)ounds,  shillings, 
pence,  and  farthings. 

K533-  Would  not  it  be  very  desirable  that  we  should  have  an  instrument  of 
that  kind  made  with  English  characters,  that  it  may  be  easily  understood  by  the 
parties  who  would  have  to  carry  out  the  decimal  system,  if  it  is  adopted  ? — I 
think  so ;  and  that  the  instrument  would  be  of  exceeding  value  to  be  associated 
with  the  introduction  of  a  decimal  system  of  coinage  and  accounts. 

1 534.  Are  there  any  further  observations  which  you  have  to  make  with  respect 
to  the  general  facility  of  the  decimal  coinage,  before  we  proceed  to  speak  of  the 
coins  ? — I  may  say  that  I  have  visited  many  countries  in  which  the  decimal  sys- 
tem has  been  introduced,  and  superseded  ancient  and  imperfect  systems,  and  that 
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its  introduction  bas  been  accompanied  with  universal  satisfaction,  as  being  a  great    Dr.  J.  Soaring. 

laeility  to  reckoning,  and  in  many  instances  a  great  security  against  fraud,  even       

enabling  the  labouring  people  to  keep  their  little  accounts  without  embarrasmenr,       12  July  1853, 

#hile  in  the  greater  operations  of  trade  and  commerce  it  has  been  of  boundless 

benefit 

1535-  It  lias  been  stated  that  when  the  coinage  was  changed  in  Ireland,  it  was 
done  with  great  facihty,  but  that  some  little  difficulty  arose  in  the  Isle  of  Man  ; 
can  you  give  the  Committee  any  information  upon  that  subject? — I  believe 
when  the  size  of  the  shilUng  was  changed  in' the  Isle  of  Man,  some  people  were 
rather  disappointed  that  they  did  not  immediately  get  more  for  the  big  shilling 
than  they  did  for  the  little  shilling;  but  that  soon  rectified  itself;  and  it  was 
soon  found  that  for  a  greater  quantity  of  silver,  they  got  a  greater  quantity  of 
commodity. 

1536.  You  think,  if  they  got  26  mils  for  the  %d.  instead  of  24  farthings,  they 
would  be  quite  satisfied? — ^T^t  would  of  course  be  a  benefit  to  the  buyer  if  th^ 
seller  would  give  as  much  for  the  25th  as  for  the  24th  part  of  a  sixpence,  and  he 
would  probably  do  so  in  very  many  instances,  by  which  the  poorer  classes  would 
obtain  an  advantage  of  4*/o ;  that  4**/^,  howefer,  is  not  a  matter  of  any  great 
consideration,  for  the  whole  copper  currency  of  this  country,  which  alone  ^ould 
be  affected  by  the  proposed  change,  has  never,  I  believe,  been  estimated  to 
exceed  1,000,000/.  sterling  in  value^  and  is  generally  supposed  not  to  be  more 
than  half  a  million.  Taking  the  medium  of  three-quarters  of  a  million,  the 
question  of  loss  involved,  whether  to  be  borne  by  the  Government  or  by  the 
community  by  calling  in  the  copper  coinage,  would  be  only  30,000 /.,  a  mere  trifle 
compared  with  the  advantage  associated  with  a  decimal  system. 

^537-  It  lisis  been  suggested  that  we  should  consider  the  sovereign  as  the 
integer  r — I  should  deem  this  almost  a  sine  qud  non  for  the  success  of  the  decimal 
system.  The  pound  sterling  is  one  of  the  most  ancient  and  generally  known 
standards  of  value.  It  has  been  the  basis  of  our  accounts  for  many  centuries; 
it  is  the  integer  upon  which  almost  all  our  exchanges  are  founded  with  foreign 
countries,  and  the  inconveniences  would  be  exceedingly  great  indeed,  as  it 
appears  to  me,  of  introducing  any  other  standard  bf  value,  or  integer  of  account, 
than  that  which  has  existed  for  so  very  many  years,  and  is  so  universally  recog- 
Txised  throughout  the  commercial  world. 

1538.  I  have  placed  in  your  hands  a  document  sent  to  me  by  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  signed  by  Thomas  Nimmo,  of  Demerara ;  have  you  read  that  ? 
— I  have. 

1 539.  Is  it  practicable  to  adopt  the  system  there  referred  to  ? — I  do  not  api>rove 
of  any  scheme  that  does  not  recognise  the  pound  sterling,  so  long  established 
and  so  widely  known,  as  the  integer  and  foundation  of  the  decimal  system. 
The  only  question  is,  in  what  manner  the  pound  sterling  shall  be  divided.  I 
think  nothing  would  be  more  convenient  than  the  division  of  the  pound  sterling 
into  1,000  parts.  When  the  integer  is  of  small  value,  as  in  the  case  of  ihe 
French  franc,  a  division  into  ceitts,  or  hundredths,  will  answer  every  purpose  of 
exchange  and  account  A  farthing  may  not  have  been  found  practically  objec- 
tionable as  the  smallest  of  our  coins,  but  I  deem  it  of  some  advantage  that  the 
smallest  coin  should  be  of  somewhat  less  value  than  a  farthing. 

1540.  It  has  been  suggested  also  by  a  statement  which  has  been  laid  before  the 
Committee,  that  it  would  probably  better  answer  the  purpose  of  decimalising  our 
coinage  if  we  commenced  with  the  penny  as  the  integer,  and  ascended  r — lliat 
would  be  very  inconvenient.  It  is  better  in  the  columns  of  an  account  that  the 
integer  should  be  divided,  rather  than  that  the  integer  should  be  multiplied. 

1541.  It  has  been  suggested  also  that  the  present  copper  coinage  might  be 
adopted  by  making  the  present  ferthing  a  mil,  the  halfpenny  two  mils,  the 
smaller  penny  four  mils,  and  the  larger  rimmed  penny,  coined  by  Bolton  and 
Watt,  five  mils,  and  that  the  loss  to  the  public  of  four  per  cent,  upon  the  small 
penny,  would  be  as  nearly  as  possible  compensated  by  the  increased  value  of  the 
large  penny  constituted  a  five-mil  piece? — My  own  view  would  be,  to  avoid  the 
use  of  a  great  variety  of  coins,  especially  at  first.  I  should  prefer  only  two 
copper  coins,  the  one-mil  piece  and  the  two-mil  piece,  and  that  neither  a  four  nor 
a  five-mil  piece  should  be  put  in  circulation.  The  fewer  the  number  of  coiiis 
employed,  the  more  easily  will  their  relative  values  be  understood,  and  the  less 
will  be  the  confusion  in  the  public  mind. 

0.66.  u  2  J  542.  The 
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Dr.  J.  Bownng.  1542.  The  general  feeling,  I  believe,  is,  that  the  fewer  coins  we  can  transact 
our  business  with  the  better;  is  that  the  view  you  entertain? — My  view  would 

13  July  1853.  ^^  j^  Y^^y^  ^^Q  copper  coins,  namely,  the  one-mil  and  the  two-mil  piece.  I 
would  have  three  silver  coins  representing  the  hundredth  of  a  pound,  the  fiftieth 
of  a  pound,  and  the  tenth  part  of  a  pound ;  in  gold,  the  half-sovereign  of 
500  mil,  and  the  sovereign  of  1 ,000  mil ;  and  I  would  withdraw  all  other  coins 
from  circulation. 

1543.  What  names  would  you  give  to  those  coins?— It  is  of  great  importance 
that  the  coins  should  bear  some  name  which  conveys  the  idea  of  their  decimal  rela- 
tions and  values.  I  saw,  with  very  great  regret,  that  the  name  florin  had  been 
adopted.  The  associations  connected  with  that  name  are  exceedingly  vague.  The 
florin  varies  in  value  in  different  parts  of  the  world.  The  name  has  little  or  no 
connexion  with  the  value  of  the  coin,  and  none  whatever  with  a  decimal  system. 
The  name  of  every  coin  issued  ought  to  be  in  some  way  associated  in  the  mind 
of  the  payee  or  receiver  with  a  decimal  idea.  I  venture  to  suggest  the  name  of 
mil  for  the  1,000th  part  of  the  pound,  the  name  of  cent  for  the  100th  part  of 
the  pound,  and  the  name  of  dime  for  the  10th  part  of  the  pound.  Dr.  Franklin 
introduced  the  word  "  dime,'*  and  it  has  obtained  currency,  and  is  constantly  used 
in  America  as  the  10th  of  a  dollar.  The  reason  I  prefer  the  word  dime  to  decime 
is  that  it  is  monosyllabic,  as  are  the  proposed  names  of  the  other  decimal  divisions 
of  the  pound  sterling,  mil,  cent,  dime,  pound.  Dime  has  the  advantage,  too,  of  har- 
monising with  the  other  names  proposed  to  be  introduced.  The  Saxon  forms  of 
thousandth,  hundredth,  and  tenth  are  too  unmanageable  and  ungainly,  otherwise 
they  would  have  been  valuable  for  popular  use. 

1544.  Would  not  it  obviate  a  great  deal  of  the  difficulty  as  to  the  names, 
provided  the  number  of  mils  were  stamped  upon  each  piece  ? — I  should  prefer  the 
name  of  the  coin  ;  the  evil  will  wear  itself  out.  No  doubt  that  for  a  long  time 
the  new  coin  will  be  associated  with  old  designations ;  everybody  knows  that 
though  the  ancient  system  of  pounds,  shillings,  and  pence,  was  wholly  overturned 
in  France,  and  the  system  of  francs  and  centimes  established  by  legislation,  in 
many  parts  of  France,  to  this  hour,  the  names  of  ZiVe,  sou  and  denier  are  still 
retained ;  but  it  is  also  known  to  those  who  are  acquainted  with  France,  that 
those  terms  are  getting  more  and  more  out  of  use,  and  probably  in  another 
generation  no  other  words  will  be  used  than  francs  and  centimes.  The  same 
thing  would  occur  in  England,  no  doubt,  and  for  a  time  the  mil  would  be 
called  the  farthing,  the  two-mil  the  halfpenny,  and  if  the  4-mil  piece  were  to 
come  out,  it  would  be  called  the  penny.  But  the  introduction  of  the  two 
pennies,  one  to  represent  four  mil  and  the  other  five  mil,  would  produce  a  great 
deal  of  confusion  in  the  popular  mind. 

1 545.  If  it  were  even  difficult  to  change  the  name  from  farthing,  or  halfpenny, 
or  penny,  that  would  not  interfere  at  all  with  the  keeping  of  accounts  decimally? 
— fey  no  means. 

1 546.  They  would  be  kept  decimally  ? — Yes. 

1547.  So  that  there  would  be  no  serious  mconvenience  from  it? — No,  the 
inconvenience  would  be  transitory  ;  the  teachings  of  youth  would  be  associated 
with  the  new  names,  and  in  process  of  time  the  ancient  names  would  pass  away. 

1548.  You  seem  to  have  an  objection  to  the  two  pennies ;  you  are  aware  that 
by  Act  of  Parliament  there  are  1  d.  tolls  established  on  bridges,  &c. ;  that  there  is 
the  penny  postage  stamp,  and  that  within  a  few  days  we  shall  have  the  penny 
receipts  stamp.  It  would  be  very  difficult  to  deal  with  the  Post-office  penny  stamps, 
and  the  penny  receipt  stamps ;  but  as  regards  the  tolls  it  has  been  suggested, 
that  if  we  had  the  4-mil  piece,  and  the  5-mil  piece,  the  5-mil  piece  might  be  taken 
for  a  certain  number  of  years  for  the  penny  tolls  established  by  law,  so  as  in  time  to 
create  a  fund  that  would  produce  some  four  per  cent,  afterwards  upon  the  amount 
of  those  tolls,  in  order  to  indemnify  the  owners  of  those  tolls  for  taking  4-mils 
ever  afterwards.  What  is  your  opinion  of  that  ? — There  are  many  ways  in 
which  indemnity  could  be  obtained.  I  think  a  provision  ought  to  be  made  for 
regulating  all  money  contracts  or  engagements  which  are  disturbed  by  the  intro- 
duction of  a  decimal  system,  so  that  no  injustice  should  be  done,  and  it  has 
occurred  to  me  that  such  questions  as  are  not  provided  for  by  the  general  Act 
of  Parliament  might  be  entertained  and  settled  by  the  county  courts*  with 
power  of  appeal  to  the  Board  of  Trade.  I  can  conceive  great  difficulty 
in  any  all-embracing  legislation,  because  there  certainly  would  be  many  special 
cases   to   which   the  general   legislation   would  not   fairly  apply.     Particular 
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grievances  should  be  provided  for  by  special  means.     In  the  case   of  tolls  it    Dr.  J.  Botoring. 

might  be  done  by  elevating  certain  tolls  and  lowering  other  tolls.    There  might  .    .    . 

also  be  a  scheme  of  allowing  a  higher  rate  to  be  collected  during  a  certain  period,      la  July  1853. 

and  a  lower  rate  to  remain  in  perpetuity.     These  are  all  questions  of  very  trifling 

importance  compared  to  the  greater  question  under  consideration,  and  they  have 

reference  entirely  to  the  copper  coinage,  the  circulation  of  which  is  comparatively 

small. 

1549.  This  difficulty  creates  one  of  the  greatest  obstacles  in  our  way,  and 
the  mode  of  getting  over  it  is  what  we  are  endeavouring  to  find? — An  Act  of 
Parliament  is  all-powerful  until  it  is  superseded  by  another  Act  of  Parliament. 
There  might  be  an  Act  of  Parliament  authorising  an  appropriate  tribunal  to 
examine  and  decide  on  cases  not  provided  for  by  the  general  legislation.  There 
is  no  reason  that  the  claims  of  justice  should  in  any  case  be  forgotten ;  nor 
am  I  aware  that  they  have  anywhere,  or  in  any  way,  suffered  by  .the  intro- 
duction of  a  decimal  system  ;  the  difficulty  has  nowhere  been  found  invincible.   ^ 

1550.  Actuaries  tell  us  that  tables  could  easily  be  framed  to  define  what 
the  tolls  should  be  for  a  certain  period,  to  indemnify  the  owners  of  them  from 
loss  ? — It  is  impossible  that  any  great  change  can  be  introduced  without  a 
certain  amount  of  difficulty  and  inconvenience ;  but  the  greatness  of  the  object 
to  be  accomplished,  and  the  smallness  of  those  difficulties,  ought  not  to  be  lost 
sight  of. 

1551.  And  you  consider  that  it  would  be  a  good  plan  to  refer  the  difficulty 
to  the  county  courts  ? — To  any  competent  tribunal  whose  decisions  would  be 
rapid,  and  whose  administration  would  not  be  costly. 

1552.  With  power  of  appeal  to  the  Treasury  ? — ^With  power  of  appeal  to  the 
Board  of  Trade,  which  I  think  would  be  better. 

^553-  Sir  W.  Clay.']  Have  you  considered  the  question  of  the  expediency  of 
making  coins  of  mixed  metal,  with  a  view  of  obviating  the  objection  of  having 
the  silver  coins  of  the  lowest  denomination  inconveniently  small? — Generally 
speaking,  the  adoption  of  that  plan  has  given  rise  to  successive  adulterations. 
That  has  been  the  case  in  China,  where  there  is  only  one  current  coin.  Accounts 
are,  as  I  stated,  kept  there  in  ounces  of  silver,  which  are  divided  into  1,000  parts ; 
these  thousandths  of  the  ounce  of  silver  have  always  been  made  of  mixed 
metal,  generally  copper  and  spelter ;  they  are  about  the  size  of  an  English 
shilling,  and  have  a  square  hole  in  the  centre  for  the  purpose  ^f  stringing 
them  together  in  hundreds  and  thousands,  a  very  convenient  arrangement  with 
a  decimal  system.  But  these  coins  have  been  gradually  diminished  in  size  and 
purity  ;  so  that  at  the  present  time  they  scarcely  represent  half  their  aboriginal 
and  nominal  value,  more  than  2,000  being  frequently  required  to  purchase  an 
ounce  of  silver.  The  mixed  metal  has  facilitated  the  gradual  deterioration  of  the 
coin,  and  the  progress  of  deterioration  has  been  scarcely  traceable  from  one 
period  to  another. 

1554.  Is  there  a  Chinese  coin  of  the  weight  of  one  ounce  of  pure  silver? — 
None ;  the  only  currency  is  the  small  coin,  which  generally  circulates  in  knots 
of  1,000  or  500,  but  invariably  in  decimal  quantities.  Silver  passes  by  weight, 
not  by  tale. 

1555.  They  are  assumed  to  be  equal  in  value  to  the  1,000th  part  of  an  ounce 
of  pure  silver  ? — In  accounts  they  are,  but  as  the  adulteration  has  gone  on,  the 
loss  of  value  in  consequence  of  that  adulteration  has  been  to  the  extent  I  have 
stated.  That  is  also  the  case  in  the  Ottoman  Empire,  where  the  adulteration 
has  been  carried  on  to  a  frightful  extent. 

1 556.  Is  there  no  coin  of  circulation  in  China  of  a  higher  value  than  the 
assumed  1,000th  part  of  an  ounce  of  silver  ? — None  in  the  Chinese  community ; 
but  amongst  the  British  merchants,  and  in  the  ports  opened  by  treaty  to  foreign 
trade,  the  dollar  has  been  introduced,  and  that  is  the  coin  in  which  all  commo- 
dities of  export  are  bought,  and  articles  of  import  usually  sold. 

1557.  In  calculations  of  account  in  China,  what  relation  does  the  dollar  bear 
in  value  to  the  ounce  of  pure  silver  of  account  ? — About  three-fourths.  The 
Spanish  dollar,  which  is  called  the  Pillar  or  Carolus  dollar,  is  the  only  dollar  that 
is  considered  a  legal  tender  among  merchants,  and  so  strong  is  the  prejudice  in 
favour  of  this  Carolus  dollar,  that  the  Mexican  dollar,  though  equal  in  intrinsic 
value,  was,  when  I  left  China,  at  a  discount  of  nine  per  cent,  as  compared  with 
the  Pillar  dollar.  That  shows  how  strong  the  prejudices  of  China  are  in  refer- 
ence to  particular  coins  ;  and  I  was  lately  compelled  to  sell  in  some  of  the  ports 
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pr.  J.Bowring.    of  China  our  gold  currency,  the  sovereign,  at  a  loss  of  18  to  22  per  cent,  as 
■  against  the  Carolus  dollar. 

IB  July  1853.  I  ^  -  g,  jg  there  any  law  in  China  with  regard  to  a  legal  tender  of  payment,  that 

you  are  aware  of? — There  is  a  law.     The  basis  of  all  accounts  is  a  tale  of 
pure  silver,  which  represents  the  English  ounc^. 

1559.  Precisely  the  English  ounce? — Precisely  the  English  ounce.  That, 
and  this  division  of  small  coin  of  amalgamated  metals,  are  the  sole  currency  of 
the  interior,  and  when  merchants  of  the  ports  go  into  the  interior  to  purchajse  tea 
and  silk,  they  sell  their  dollars  either  for  the  sycee,  which  is  the  pure  silver,  or 
the  small  tchien,  known  generally  by  the  name  of  cash. 

1560.  Mr.  HamiUan.']  Is  there  a  law  there  against  adulteration  ? — Many  laws ; 
but  in  China  the  law  is  so  feeble,  and  the  extent  of  the  country  so  vast,  it  is 
impossible  to  prevent  it« 

1561.  Sir  W.  ClayJ]  The  Committee  are  to  understand  that  there  is  a  legal 
standard  of  value?— Yes,  the  silver  ounce,  called  leang^  which  is  represented  cm 
the  abacus  by  a  special  character. 

1562.  The  result  of  your  opinion  is  unfavouraUe  to  coins  of  mixed  m^^d? — 
Yes. 

1563.  As  affording,  what  the  example  of  China  shows  it  to  i^ord,  great  fccili- 
ties  for  adulteration? — Without  exception  it  does  afford  great  fixities  for 
adulteration  and  fraud,  with  very  great  diflBculty  to  detect  the  point  at  wbicb 
the  adulteration  becomes  fraudulent 

1564.  Do  you  think  there  would  be  any  very  considerable  conveniences  in  the 
ring  coins  you  have  alluded  to  ? — They  are  very  convenient  in  a  country  whidi 
furnishes  you  readily  with  the  means  of  stringing  them  together.  The  bamboo 
in  China  affords  the  always  ready  melins  of  tying  up  those  coins. 

^5^5'  By  its  fibre  ?— By  its  fibre  or  thread,  which  is  universally  at  hand,  and 
is  exceedingly  strong;  but  I  doubt  whether  our  hempen  cord  would  not  soon  be 
broken  by  the  weight.  In  China,  the  strung  coins  are  conveyed  on  noen's  shoulders, 
and  there  it  is  convenient  to  have  them  strung  by  the  thousand. 

1566.  Chairman.]  With  respegt  to  changbig  the  currency,  woaild  you  do  it  at 
once,  or  would  you  do  it  gradually ;  that  is,  would  you  try  to  enforce  its  imme- 
diate adoption,  or  give  it  time  for  working  its  way  ?— I  see  no  reason  for  delay; 
what  is  good  ought  to  be  done,  and  what  is  good  to  be  done,  to  be  done  quickly. 

1567.  I  think  you  have  stated  to  me,  that  there  are  great  facilities  by 
using  decimals  in  France ;  I  believe  females  keep  the  accounts  there  very  fre- 
quently ? — Women  are  very  frequently  at  the  head  of  commercial  houses  in 
France;  and  the  women  in  China  keep  accounts  with  the  greatest  possible 
facility.  I  venture  to  say,  that  with  the  decimal  system,  and  the  use  of  the  abacus, 
there  is  scarcely  a  child  in  China,  of  seven  or  eight  years  of  age,  who  is  not  quite 
competent  to  keep  all  the  ordinary  accounts  of  life. 

1568.  How  would  you  keep  book  accounts  ? — ^With  one  column  for  the  pounds, 
and  another  for  the  decimal  parts. 

1569.  How  many  lines  would  you  rule  in  your  account  book?— Only  one, 
to  divide  the  pounds  from  the  decimals.  That  is  the  system  adopted  in  China, 
wljere  the  integer  is  divided  into  thousand  parts ;  and  also  in  Portugal. 

1570.  Would  not  there  be  less  liability  of  mistake,  if  there  were  four  lines  for 
the  pounds,  the  florins,  the  cents,  and  the  mils  ? — I  see  no  advantage  in  that,  my 
plan  has  mere  simplicity. 

1571.  It  would  much  facilitate,  probably,  the  exchanges  between  England  and 
every  other  part  of  the  world  ? — Certainly ;  our  present  system  is  frequently  the 
cause  of  great  embarrassment  and  perplexity  in  our  relations  with  foreign 
countries.  It  is  almost  impossible  to  explain  to  a  stranger  the  mysteries  of 
English  accounts ;  and  it  is  the  same  where  the  non^decimal  system  of  other 
lands  comes  to  the  uninitiated,  as  for  example,  the  accounts  from  Bengal.  Nothing 
can  be  more  inconvenient.  There  are  few  who  know  the  value  of  the  pice  and  the 
anna  as  constituent  parts  of  the  rupee.  I  believe,  even  in  our  great  commercial 
houses  very  few  clerks  are  to  be  found,  who  are  able  to  audit  and  correct  the 
accounts  which  arrive  from  countries  where  the  decimal  system  has  not  been 
introduced,  the  non-decimal  monetary  system  being  so  very  various  and  com- 
plicated. 

1572.  We  have  had  it  in  evidence  that  gentlemen  who  are  now  frequently 
obliged  to  employ  their  stewards  or  bailiffs  to  make  out  their  accounts,  would 
with  great  facility,  under  the  decimal  system,  make  them  out  or  check  them 
themselves  ? — Undoubtedly.     It  is  the  fact  that  many  merdiants  and  bankers 
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do  not  introduce  farthings  into  their  accounts  at  all,  on  account  of  the  complexity     Dr.  /.  Btotoring. 

associated  with  another  sub-division  of  the  pound,  and  some  draw  no  checks  even      . 
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1573.  Do  you  consider  that  any  advantage  would  arise,  if  Parh'ament  were 
this  Session  to  puss  an  Act,  declaring  their  intention  of  decimalising  the  coinage ; 
would  iu)t  that  be  the  means  of  bringing  the  attention  of  schoolmasters  and 
others  to  the  subject  r — No  doubt ;  the  diminution  of  labour  to  schoolmasters 
no  one  can  estimate  who  has  not  had  the  advantage  of  contrasting  the  decimal 
with  the  non-decimal  systenu 

1574.  Is  there  anything  further  you  can  point  out  to  the  Committee?— 
Nothing  occurs  to  me,  except  to  reiterate  my  hope  that,  associated  with  the  decimal 
system,  the  terms  introduced  will  be  such  as  to  convey  an  idea  of  the  value  of 
the  piece  to  which  the  particular  name  is  given.  1  hat  is  of  very  great  impt)rt- 
ance  to  the  success  of  the  system. 

1575-  When  you  consider  the  great  difficulty  there  is  to  induce  people  to 
change  the  names  of  coins  (and  inasmuch  as  it  would  not  interfere  with  the 
adoption  of  the  decimal  system),  should  you  be  disposed  to  retain  or  reject  the 
name  of  farthing,  halfpenny,  or  penny  ? — I  attach  much  value  to  McU-chosen 
names ;  I  do  not  expect  you  will  destroy  all  the  old  terms  and  their  associations 
in  one  generation,  but  it  is  well  that  the  ground  should  be  laid  on  a  sound, 
intelligible,  and  philosophical  basis.  Proper  terms  being  used  to  designate  the 
new  coins,  and  those  terms  being  introduced  into  schools,  it  may  be  expected 
that  the  erroneous  terms  will  pa*5s  away  with  the  passing  generations. 

1576.  Those  decimal  names  have  been  objected  to,  it  being  thought  that  they 
might  interfere  with  the  decimal  division  of  weights  and  measures? — You  had 
better  adopt  the  very  best  terms  you  can  find  for  your  decimal  currency.  There 
will  be  less,  not  greater  difficulty  in  discovering  appropriate  names  for  decimal 
weights  and  measures  when  names  for  decimal  coinage  have  been  established. 

1577.  Mr. «/.  5.  iSwtM.]  Would  it  be  desirable  to  retain  the  name  of  the 
shilling.? — No ;  I  should  be  glad  to  see  all  the^  old  terms  completely  got  rid  of. 
But  it  is  known,  so  strong  are  the  associations  with  particular  money,  that  even 
in  America,  where  shillings  do  not  exist,  the  term  shilling  is  constantly  used; 
and  the  terms  pounds,  shillings,  and  pence  are  phrases  that  would  not  readily 
pass  away  from  the  public  mind,  as  I  mstanced  in  the  case  of  France  ;  though 
a  different  system  was  there  introduced,  the  old  terms  have  not  yet  been  entirely 
got  rid  of.     '1  ime  alone  will  eflffect  the  change. 

1578.  You  are  aware  that  the  price  of  almost  all  commodities  is  calculated  in 
shillings  ? — Yes ;  whatever  you  call  your  new  coins,  for  a  time  the  old  names 
will  prevail. 

^579-  Could  you  abolish  the  name  of  "  shilling,"  do  you  think? — In  process 
•of  time  it  would  die  away ;  but  familiar  terms  are  not  easily  extirpated;  an 
altered  character  and  appearance  of  the  new  coin  would  facilitate  the  use  of 
a  new  name,  and  aid  the  breaking  up  of  old  associations. 

1 580.  You  have  observed  that  in  America  the  name  of  shilling  is  still  retained  ? 
—Yes. 

1581.  Are  you  aware  that  the  shilling  has  a  different  meaning  in  almost  every 
State  ? — No  doubt,  which  shows  the  great  inconveniences  of  retaining  those  old 
names  of  coinage.  In  America  the  accounts  are  universally  kept  in  dollars 
and  cents,  and  it  is  an  evil  that  old  associations  should  have  retained  ancient 
names.  Such  names  lead  to  much  confusion,  and  1  conceive  the  use  of  the  word 
"  florin,"  which  has  not  even  the  claim  of  old  association,  to  be  objectionable  on 
account  of  its  vagueness. 

1582.  Chairman.']  I  apprehend  that  it  is  no  matter  what  the  particular  names 
of  the  coins  may  be,  so  long  as  the  accounts  are  kept  decimally  ?— It  is  certain  ; 
you  cannot  easily  change  the  language  of  a  nation,  but  you  can,  by  legislation, 
alter  the  form  in  which  the  accounts  of  a  nation  are  to  be  kept,  and  I  am 
persuaded  that  the  labour  of  those  engaged  in  keeping  books  would  be  diminished 
one-third  by  the  system  of  decimal  currency  and  accountancy ;  independently 
of  the  greater  security  and  accuracy  which  will  be  associated  \\'\\h  the  change. 

1583.  Mr.  /.  B.  Smth.']  Have  they  a  decimal  system  of  weights  and  measures 
in  China  ? — To  some  extent ;  but  it  is  not  carried  out  so  thoroughly  as  the 
decimal  system  of  coinage  and  currency, 

1584.  Would  you  think  your  system  complete  without  a  system  of  decimalised 
weights  and  measures  ?  —The  great  confidence  I  feel  in  the  success  of  the  decimal 
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12  July  1853.      selves  trouble  and  of  insuring  correctness  in  calculations,  and  they  will  be  very 
glad  to  apply  decimals  to  the  whole  field  of  accounts. 

1585.  If  it  be  desirable  to  adopt  as  well  as  the  system  of  decimal  coinage,  the 
system  of  decimal  weights  and  measures,  would  it  be  advisable,  do  you  think,  to 
adopt  the  two  systems  simultaneously,  monies  and  measures? — I  think  not;  on 
the  ground  that  it  would  lead  to  some  additional  intricacy  in  the  public  mind. 
I  would  rather  dispose  of  one  difficulty  first,  than  entangle  it  with  another  diffi- 
culty. 

1586.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  advisable,  with  regard  to  the  decimal  system 
of  weights  and  measures,  if  it  were  practicable,  to  adopt  a  universal  system  } — No 
doubt ;  but  the  national  spirit  is  so  strong  in  various  parts  of  the  world,  that  1 
fear  it  would  be  very  difficult  to  induce  all  nations  to  adopt  a  common  standard  ; 
it  is  like  the  question  of  a  universal  language.  It  would  be  a  great  advantage  if 
all  nations  could  understand  one  another,  in  books,  in  weights,  and  in  measures, 
and  in  everything  else  ;  but  you  cannot  hope  for  such  a  consummation. 

1587.  Would  it  be  desirable  for  any  nation  to  effect  such  a  measure  ? — Yes, 
but  I  think  all  nations  would  be  struggling  for  their  own  views ;  particularly 
those  who  would  incur  great , changes  by  the  proposed  universal  system;  they 
would  not  be  easily  induced  either  to  modify  their  own  opinions  or  to  receive 
legislation  from  other  nations. 

1588.  You  are  aware  that  many  nations  in  Europe  have  adopted  the  French 
system  of  weights  and  measures  ? — Yes,  some ;  but  not  many. 

1589.  It  would  appear,  therefore,  that  the  objections  are  not  insuperable? 
— The  objections  are  not  insuperable  among  adjacent  nations ;  but  the  difficulties 
would,  of  course,  be  increased  by  the  remoteness  of  nations,  and  their  small 
amount  of  intercourse. 

1590.  (7Aair?waw.]- Any  attempt  on  our  part  to  introduce  a  universal  system 
of  weights  and  measures,  or  a  universal  system  of  coinage  throughout  Europe  and 
America,  if  we  are  to  stand  upon  that  ground  as  the  basis  of  our  operations,  must 
be  postponing  all  improvement  sine  die? — No  doubt.  But  if  the  general  integer 
were  changed,  the  pound  sterling  would  not  be  adopted.  ITie  currency  which  is 
the  most  extensively  known  and  most  generally  used  in  commerce  is  the  dollar  ; 
and  the  dollar,  I  think,  would  have  the  best  claim  to  be  adopted  as  the  ground 
work  of  any  general  legislation  i^ith  respect  to  one  general  system  of  currency 
and  account. 

1591.  Mr.  J.  B.  Smith.]  You  mean  as  to  a  universal  system  of  monies? — 
The  dollar  has  a  strong  hold  on  the  commercial  mind  all  over  the  world. 

1.592.  Is  it  not  advisable  to  adopt  a  universal  system  of  money,  as  regards 
diflferent  nations  ? — ^The  decimal  system  would  be  one  step  towards  such  a  result ; 
but  it  will  never  be  easy  to  mould  the  habits  of  a  variety  of  nations  to  a  common 
standard. 

1593.  There  is  not  that  fixity  in  regard  to  weights  and  measures  ?-r-The  diffi- 
culty is,  in  inducing  other  people  to  concur  in  your  opinions. 
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One  pound's  worth    of  mixed  coin,  the  produce    of  the   bank  tills, 
10  Ibfl.  6  j|oz.  avoirdupois         ........ 

Ooe  pound'd  worth  of  mixed  coin  from  a  public-house  -        -        -        - 

Eiffht  shillings'  worth  from  a  huckster's  shop  weighed  3*951  lbs.  avoir- 
dupois, and  consisted  of— 

d. 

48  in  half-pence  of  several  kinds. 

39  pence,  without  rims. 

14  pence,  with  the  rims  (179719.) 

96  pence. 
A  pound's  worth  of  the  same  would  weigh    ----.- 


£•  1  =:  Average  avoirdupois 


-  Lbs. 


WEIGHT, 
AVOIRDUPOIS. 

Lbs. 
10*344 
10*855 


9*879 


3)  31-078 


10*359 


Somewhat  more  than  3  J  per  cent,  above  the  metal  it  would  take  to  replace  them. 


Losi 

by  wear,  about 
10  per  cent. 

w 

6      ^ 

w 

6i  ,1 

One  pound's  worth  of  penny  pieces  dated  1806/7, 
not  rimmed    ------- 

One  pound's  worth  of  halfpenny  pieces  about  the 
same  date      ---...- 

One  pound's  worth  of  old  penny  pieces  with  the 
rim        -..---.- 


£.  1.  worth  =  Average  avoirdupois 


Lbs. 


Weighed 

Lbs. 

9-034 

9*409 

13*943 


3)  32-386 


10-795 


Thus,  supposing  an  equal  admixture  of  the  three  kinds,  the  result  would  give  a  surplus  of 

copper  of  nearly  8  per  cent 
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ABACUS.    See  China.        Education. 

Abrasion  of  Coin.    Opinion  that  Oovemment  and  not  the  public  should  be  liable  to  any 

loss  arising  from  abrasion  of  the  coin,  Hankey  89*97 ^^^  1^^^  holder  of  the  gold 

coin,  and  not  the  Bank,  should  undergo  the  loss  arising  from  abrasion  or  **  sweating;" 
remarks  as  to  the  annual  amount  of  this  loss  to  the  public,  Sir  J.  Hersckel  623-642. 
679. See  also  Milled  Edges. 

Accounts: 

I  [  I.  Remarks  as  to  ike  Inconveniences  of  the  existing  mode  of  keeping  Accounts. 

2.  Advantages  which  would  result  from  the  adoption  of  the  Decimal  St/stem. 

8.  Suggestions  as  to  the  best  mode  of  keeping  Accounts  under  the  Decimal 
System. 

1.  Remarks  as  to  the  Inconveniences  of  the  existif^  mode  of  keeping  Accounts: 

Great  inconveniences  of  the  existing  system ;  the  system  is  shown  to  entail  a  vast 
amount  of  unnecessary  labour,  and  great  Lability  to  error,  to  render  accounts  needlessly 
complicated,  to  confuse  questions  of  foreign  exchanges,  and  I0  be  otherwise  inconve- 
nient, i2^.  3 — —The  present  monetary  system  of  this  country  is  very  irregular,  and 
fives  rise  to  great  labour  and  liability  to  error  in  the  keeping  of  accounts.  Sir  C.  W. 
^a^fcy  201-205;  Airy  267-291;  Sir  J.  Hersckel  504-508.  602;  Bennoch  1251-1253. 
1273,  1274, 

2.  Advantages  which  would  result  from  the  adoption  of  the  Decimal  System : 

Opinion  of  the  Committee  that  the  adoption  of  a  decimal  system  would  lead  to 
greater  accuracy,  would  simplify  accounts,  and  greatly  diminish  the  labour  of  calcula- 
tions, Rep.  3 ^The  advantages  of  a  change  from  oiur  present  system  of  coinage  to 

a  decimal  system  would  be  very  considerable ;  great  saving  of  time  and  labour  that 
would  be  effected  in  calculations  generally,  jETanA^  4-10.  26-28;  De  Morgan  y 02-^1 1. 
766.822;   Jlft7fer  1136-1145.    1158-1170.    1242;  Toy/or  1176,  1177.    iiQ^i  Hennoch 

1251-1253.  1273,  1274 ^The  true  system  of  numbers  consists  in  the  decimal  relation, 

and  this  principle  applied  to  accounts  generally  would  be  a  vast  improvement  upon  the 

present  division  of  the   coinage,   Laurie  143-146.    159 ^The  adoption  of 'decimal 

coinage  would  after  a  time  effect  a  great  saving  in  the  keeping  of  accounts,  and  would 

render  them  very  simple,  Strugnell  882-888 Decimal  calculation  is  so  simple  that 

Tables  are  not  required;  one  clerk  in  twelve  would  probably  be  saved  at  the  Bank  by 

the  reduction  in  time  and  labour, -J/iifer  1243-1246- A  decimal  system  of  coinage 

would  greatly  facilitate  and   simplify  the  accounts  and  calculations  of  architects  and 

engineers.  Beard  1293-1296 Accounts  are  kept  with  the  greatest  ease  and  accuracy 

in  Portugal,  Russia,  France,  Japan,  and  China,  m  consequence  of  the  adoption  of  the 
deciijial  system,  Bowring  1525-1534.  1567-1570. 

3.  Suggestions  as   to  the  best  mode   of  keeping  Accounts  under   the  Decimal 

System: 

Under  witness's  proposal  all  accounts  would  be  kept  in  decimals,  in  pounds,  florins, 
and  mils  or  cents,  that  is,  in  three  columns  hs  at  present,  though  two  columns  of  pounds 

and  mils  would  answer  the  purpose  as  well,  Hankey  115-129 In  keeping  accounts 

four  columns  of  figures  would  be  desirable;  the  calculation  would  be  much  easier  than 

qM.  X  3  in 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1^6  ACC  AIR  [Bttimal 

Report,  1852-53 — continued. 

Accounts— continued, 

2.  Suggestions  €U  to  the  best  mode  of  keeping  Accounts,  8^c.—<^niin\ied. 

in  columns  of  pounds,  shillings,  pence,  and  farthings,  Sir  C.  W.  PasUy  208-220— 
Under  a  decimal  system  the  only  factor  necessary  to  be  retained  is  2 ;  Airy  290,  291 

Manner  in  which   accounts  would  be  kept  under  the   decimal  system;    number 

of  columns  desirable  to  be  used.  Airy  444-467  ;  Sir  J.  Herschel  586-590  ;  Sevan  952- 
956.  966-976;  Bowring  1568-1570^— Under  witness's  system  accounts  would  be  kept 
in  Victorias,  florins,   ten  mil  pieces,  and  one  mil  pieces,  that  is,  in  ioooths>   looths, 

loths,  and  unit<^,  Headlam  863,  864 Accounts  should  be  kept  decimally  in  pounds, 

florins,  and  cents;  but  witness  advises  the  retention  of  the  3^1.  piece  for  circulation, 
though  not  forming  any  decimal  relation  to  ihe  pound;  a  strictly  decimal  system  should 

not  be  attempted,  jTayfor  1178-1191 How  far  it  should  be  rendered  imperative  or 

permissive  to  keep  accounts  on  the  decimal  principle,  Franklin  1474. 

See  also  Bank  of  England.  Calculations.  Education.  Introduction  of  the 

System.        Post  Office.        Public  Departments. 

Airy,  Professor  George  B.    (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.)— Astronomer  Royal,  262 ^Chair- 

m«n  of  a  commission  for  superintending  the  construction  of  standards  of  weight  and 

measure,  263-266 The  present  monetary  system  of  this  country  is  in  the  main  very 

inconvenient,  and  gives  rij^e  from  its  irregularity  to  much  labour  and  to  great  liability  to 

error,  267-291 Opinion  that  a  coin,  representing  one-third  part  of  the  common  silver 

coin  is  of  very  little  use ;  the  present  fourpenny-piece  is  an  instance  of  this,  but  under  a 

decimal  system,  such  coin  would   be  abolished  altogether,  276.  280-289 Under  a 

decimal  system  the  only  factor  necessary  to  be  retained  is  2 ;  290,  291 ^The  pound 

sterling  should  be  continued  as  the  basis  of  the  monetary  system,  and  it  should  be  divided 
into  1,000  parts  or  mils  to  correspond  wiih  our  present  farthings,  292. 

It  is  very  inexpedient  10  alter  the  unit  of  the  pound  sterling;  statement  of  reasons  in 
support  of  this  opinion,  293-297.  302.  443 Any  adjustment  will  be  better  than  retain- 
ing the  present  1  d.,  or  a  coin  equivalent  to  it ;  certain  difficulties  will  however  attend 
the  substitution  of  a  mil  for  a  farthincr;  instance  of  this  in  bridge  and  road  tolls  and  the 

penny  postage,  294.  298-308. 346, 347. 476-480 Evidence  to  the  effect  that  a  smaller 

coin  than  the  present  farthing  is  not  needed,  and  would  not  confer  any  advantage  upon 

the  lower  classes  in  their  dealings  with  tradesmen,  309-343 Witness  strongly  objects 

to  making  10 «.  instead  of  2,0s,  the  unit,  and  dividing  it  into  1,000  parts;  the  greatest 
confusion  would  result  if  2  /.  of  the  new  coina<^e  were  to  represent  1  /•  of  the  old, 

325-336 Half  farthings  are  now  in  existence,  but  are  very  seldom  made  any  use  of, 

335.  340- 

The  introduction  of  the  centime  into  the  coinage  of  France  has  been  of  great  service, 

337-339 Under  a  decimal  system  there  would  be  no  especial  necessity  of  two  or  more 

coins  for  the  settlement  of  transactions,  344 As  to  different  copper  coins,  a  three- 
mils  piece  is  not  needed,  but  a  four-mils  piece  is  indispensable,  345-^8 Suggestion 

for  the  compensation  by  Government  for  the  loss  to  the  public  in  the  substitution  of  mils 

for  farthings,  the  former  being  of  less  value  by  four  per  cent.,  349 A  system  of 

decimal  weights  and  measures,  in  conjunction  with  a  decimal  coinage,  would  afford  great 

facilities  in  calculation,  350-360.  481-493 A  change  from  112  lbs.  to  100  lbs.  would 

,  be  a  great  advantage ;  how  far  a  decimal  system  of  weights  is  in  use  at  the  custom- 
house, 357-360 Anything  short  of  the  actual  substitution  of  new  copper  coins  cannot 

,     produce  the  desired  effect,  361-363. 

Calculations  of  every  kind  would  be  greatly  fieicilitated  under  the  decimal  system,  and 

would  be  made  in  about  half  the  time  they  now  occupy,  364-371 In  the  event  of  the 

decimal  system  being  adopted,  the  gold  coins  proposed  by  witness  are  the  sovereign  and 

half  sovereign ;  objection  to  the  quarter  sovereign,  372-374.386,  387.400-402 If 

another  gold  piece  were  desired,  witness  would  recommend  one  of  300  mils,  or  6  s., 

373-374.  388.  427 The  silver  coins  proposed  are  one  of  200  mils,  equivalent  to  the 

American  dollar;  one  of  100  mils,  or  florin ;  one  of  50  mils,  or  shilling,  one  either  6i  25  or 

30  mils,  and  one  of  10  mils,  374-381.  383-385.  390.  439-441 ^The  lO-mils  piece 

might  be  of  mixed  metal,  or  might  be  coined  in  the  form  of  a  flattened  ring,  otherwise 
its  size  would  be  inconveniently  small,  375.  410-417.  420.  433-436« 

Three  copper  coins  are  suggested,  namely,  the  i-mil,  2-mils,  and  4-mils;  the  latter 
coin  might  after  a  time  be  replaced  by  a  5-mils  piece,  381,  382.  389.  395-399.  418.  425, 

426 Opinion  that  as  a  permanent  coin  a  20-mils  piece  is  preferable  to  that  of  25- 

mils,  and  that  the  latter  coin,  or  sixpence,  might  gradually  be  abolished  without  inconve- 
nience, 388-394.  403-409.  431,  432.  442 It  is  very  desirable  to  have  as  few  coins  as 

possible,  421,422 The  present  coinage  of  this  country  affords  jgreat  facility  to  the 

introduction  of  the  decimal  system,  423, 424 Objection  to  the  introduction  of  a  silver 

piece  of  250  mils,  or  5  5. ;  there  is  no  necessity  for  any  piece  between  500  mils  and  200 

mils,  428,  429 The  calculations  used  at  the  Bank  of  England  with  respect  to  the 

weighing  of  bullion  prove  the  advantage  of  the  decimal  system,  429^  430. 

u 


Digitized  by 


Google 


minAtt.]  AIR  ARC  1 67 

Report,  1852-53— conriitMerf. 

Airy,  Professor  George  B.    (Analysis  of  his  Evidence) — continued. 

It  would  be  very  easy  to  distinguish  a  5-mil8  piece  from  a  4-mil8  piece  without  coining 

them  in  different  shapes,  or  without  haying  recourse  to  the  milled  edge,  436-438 

Manner  in  which  accounts  would  be  kept  under  the  decimal  system ;  number  of  columns 

desirable  to  be  used,  444-467 If  gold  were  adopted  as  the  standard  of  value  by  other 

countries,  it  would  be  possible  to  make  such  international  arrangements  as  would  make 

the  coins  of  different  countries  interchangeable  at  a  fixed  rate,  468-475 A  uniform 

system  of  weights  and  measures  throughout  the  world  is  not  much  required,  but  a  decimal 
'    system  for  this  country  in  conjunction  with  a  decimal  coinage  is  very  desirable,  481-493. 

[Second  Examination.] — In  the  event  of  the  decimal  coinage  being  adopted  it  will  be 
necessary  to  call  in  the  shillings  and  to  issue  half  florins  instead  thereof;  the  term 
'^shilling"  must  be  abolished  altogether,  and  that  of '^  florin "  substituted  as  the  next 

.    step  to  the  pound,  494.  499-502 Further  reference  to  the  French  coinage  and  the 

introduction  of  the  centime;  the  coins  of  that  country  are  all  under  the  decimal  scale, 
495-498- 

America.  Observations  of  the  CJommittee  relative  to  the  introduction  of  the  system  of 
decimal  coinage  into  the  United  States  ;  no  inconvenience  appears  to  have  attended  the 

change,  Rep.  5 Reference  to  tlie  assimilation  of  the  coinage  of  the  different  American 

states  in  1792 ;  the  change  was  effected  with  great  facility,  Sankey  130. 

$ee  also  Canada.        Cents, 

Arbuihnoty  George.    (Analysis  of  his   Evidence.) — Chief  clerk  in  the  Treasury,  1055 

Reniarks  as  to  a  former  change  in  the  Irish  currency,  in  altering  the  13  d.  into  12  rf.  • 
memorandum  on  the  subject  prepared  by  witness  from  the  Treasury  minutes,  showing  how 

the  change  was  effected  by  proclamation,  1056-1076 The  change  was  well  received 

throughout  the  country,  though   the   holders  of  copper  coins  were  slightly  sufferers, 

1059-1076 A  change  in  the  coinage  system  of  England  could  be  effected  without 

any  serious  diflSculty,by  means  of  proclamation,  1078 Opinion  that  the  present  penny 

should  be  retained  as  j^th  part  of  the  pound,  1078-1081 Any  change  of  value  in  the 

smaller  coins  would  cause  great  inconvenience  with  respect  to  the  penny  postage,  penny 
tolls,  &c.,  1082-1086. 

[Second  Examination.] — Witness  has  prepared  and  delivers  in  the  hcHds  of  a  proposed 
bill  for  decimal  coinage,  containing  provisions  calculated  to  give  effect  to  the  views  which 

have  been  laid  before  the  Committee;  observations  thereupon,  1475 Sujrgestions  in 

this  Bill  for  facilitating  the  conversion  into  decimal  currency  of  debts,  contracts,  &c., 
,    entered  into  under  the  existing  currency;  proposal  that  the  mil  be  divided  into  one  hun- 
dred parts  to  meet  such  conversion,  1475   et  seq. Mode  of  dealing  with  customs 

duties  and  public  revenues,  under  the  bill  proposed  by  witness,  1475 Detail  of  the 

mode  by  which  tolls  now  levied  under  Act  of  Parliament  should  be  dealt  with,  1475. 

1497-1502 Table  subjoined   to  witness's  currency  scheme,  showing  sums  from  12 

pence  to  one  penny,  with  their  equivalents  in  mils  and  decimals  of  a  mil,  1475. 

Further  explanation  of  witness's  proposal  for  dividing  the  mil  into  one  hundred  parts, 
for  the  purpose  of  calculation  ;  statements  showing  that  the  trouble  of  calculation  will  be 
much  less  as  applied  to  the  income  tax,  &c.,  than  under  the  present  system,  1476  et  uq. 

In  the  issue  of  new  coins,  the  mini  should  not  be  allowed  to  charge  a  seignorage,  as  it 

would  practically  be  a  charge  upon  the  Bank  of  England,  1493-1496 ^ith  resi^ect 

to  the  penny  postage  stamp,  witness  recommends  to  fix  its  price  at  five  mils  instead  of 

four  rails,  as  more  in  keepmg  with  the  decimal  system,  1503,  1504 Whether  the 

charge  be  five  mils  or  four  mils,  there  will  be  no  imperceptible  decrease  or  increase  in 
the  postage,  and  at  present  there  is  quite  deficiency  enough  in  the  revenue  of  the  Post 
Office,  1503.  1504- 

l*he  transition  from  the  present  currency  to  the  decimal  system  should  be  very  gradual ; 
many  of  the  present  coins  should  be  continued  for  some  time,  as  a  standard  of  the  value 

of  the  new  coins,  1505 Recommendation  that  the  term  "shilling*'  be  retained  as  the 

name  of  the  50-mil  piece,  1505.  1513,  1514 The  fewer  the  number  of  decimal  coins 

the  better,  1506^- — In  silver  the  coins  might  be  the  florin,  shilling,  25-cent  piece,  and 

20-cent  piece ;  a  lo-mil  piece  would  also  be  convenient,  1506-1509.  1513,  1514 

The  copper  coins  might  be  pieces  of  one,  two,  four  and  five  mils,  1507-1510.  1512 

Opinion  that  silver  or  other  coins,  bearing  the  number  of  mils  upon  them,  cannot  be 
issued  till  the  new  currency  is  formally  proclaimed,  1511,  1512. 

Instead  of  fixing  by  proclamation  the  value  in  decimal  currency  of  the  present  silver 
coins,  as  proposed  in  witness's  Bill,  it  might  be  better  to  call  in  such  coins,  and  give  an 

equivalent  for  them  in  the  new  coinage,  1515-1518 Explanation  with  respect  to 

witness's  proposal  to  extend  the  new  Act  to  the  colonies,  under  such  limitations  as  will 

prevent  interference  with  local  legislation,  1519,  1520 The  Act  would  not  apply  to 

Canada,  as  the  Canadians  prefer  assimilating  their  currency  to  that  of  the  United  States^ 
and  object  to  tnaking  the  pound  sterling  the  unit  of  accoimt^  1519>  1520. 

Architects*  Accounts.    See  Accounts. 
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Bank  of  Efigland.  Employment  of  the  decimal  system  of  weights  by  the  Bank  of  England, 
in  their  purchases  and  sales  of  bullion  ;  great  advantage  has  resulted  from  the  adoption  of 
the  system,  Mep.  4  ;  Hankey  3 ;  Airy  429 ;  Sir  J.  Herschel  51 1 The  system  ot  keep- 
ing accounts  with  respect  to  all  transactions  in  the  purchase  or  sale  of  buli'ton  at  the 

Bank  was,  till  lately,  of  a  very  complicated  character,  Hankey  2, 3 ^Three  elements 

make  these  transactions  of  a  very  difficult  nature,  viz.,  the  weight,  the  quality  of  the  gold, 

and  the  divisions  of  our  coinage,  ih.  3 On  witness's  suggestion,  a  set  of  tables  was 

drawn  up,  from  whicti  the  pound  troy  was  discarded,  and  the  decimal  ounce  used  in- 
stead ;  general  adoption  of  these  tables  after  the  decimal  weight  had  been  legalised,  ib. 

3-10.  i6-20 The  calculations  used  at  the  Bank  of  England  with  respect  to  the 

weighing  of  bullion,  prove  the  advantage  of  the  decimal  system,  Hankey  3-10.  1&-20; 

Airu  429,430 Witness  delivers  in  a  statement  of  the  mode  of  calculating^  dividends 

at  the  Bank  of  England,  and  a  comparative  statement  of  the  mode  proposed  by  the  deci- 
mal system.  Miller  1242. 

Sh  also  Abrauon  of  Coin.        Accounts,  2.        Mint.         We^hts  and  Measures. 

Bank  Notes.    Suggestion  that  bank  notes  be  stamped  with  their  value  in  the  proposed 

Victorias,  HecSlam    857 Reference  to  the   facility  with  which   bank   notes  were 

generally  circulated  in  Ireland^  in  lieu  of  so  much  gold  and  silver,  Duke  of  Leinster  1121- 
1124 See  also  Ireland. 

Bazley,  Thomas.    (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.)*— President  of  the  Manchester  Chamber  of 

Commerce,  1306 In  March  1852  that  Chamber  presented  a  petition  to  Government 

in  favour  of  decimal  systems  of  coinage  and  weights  and  measures,  1307,  1308 The 

simplicity  of  a  decimal  coinage  would  save  considerable  time  and  labour  iii  calculations, 
and  might  be  adopted  without  inconvenience  to  the  working  classes,  I30g--I3t7. 

Beards  John  Baron.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.) — Architect  and  engineer,  1291, 1292—^ 
A  decimal  system  of  coinage  would  greatly  facilitate  and  simplify  the  accounts  and  cal- 
culations of  architects  and  engineers,  1293-1296 Decimal  calculations  should  be  an 

essential  part  of  the  education  of  every  school-boy,  1297,  1298 ^Advantages  of  a  deci- 
mal system  of  weights  and  measures,  1299-1302 No  inconvenience  would  result  from 

a  decimal  coinage,  either  as  regards  the  relation  of  employers  and  workmen,  or  in  the 
transactions  of  the  poor,  1303-1305. 

Betmoch,  Francis.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.) — Commission  warehouseman  in  Cheapside, 
1250 The  present  currency  system  of  this  country  is  most  inconvenient  and  incon- 
sistent; the  adoption  of  a  decimal  coinage  would  save  an  immense  amount  of  time  and 

labour  in  calculations  of  every  kind,  1251-1253.  1273,  1274 Suggested  alterations  in 

our  present  coins,  as  necessary  for  introducing  the  decimal  system ;  the  potmd  should 
contmue  as  the  unit  of  account,  and  should  be  divided  into  1000  parts,  or  mils,  1255  et 

seq.' *l*he  gold  coins  should  be  the  sovereign  of  1000  mils,  the  half  sovereign  o\  500 

mils,  and  the  quarter  sovereign  of  250  mils,  1260-1265 ^The  silver  coins  should  be  the 

florin  of  one  hundred  mils,  the  half  florin  of  fifty  mils,  the  quarter  florin  of  twenty-five  mils, 

and  the  cent  of  ten  mils,  1260 ^The  copper  coins  proposed  area  2-mil  piece  and  a  1  mil 

piece,  1260.  1270,  1271. 

Advantages  of  as  small  a  number  of  coins  as  possible,  1261 ^There  would  be  no 

inconvenience  on  account  of  the  size  of  the  a  uarter  sovereign,  or  of  the  ten-mil  silver  piece, 

and  they  are  both  very  desirable  coins,  1262-1264.  1275-1278 Considerable  dbad- 

vantages  to  the  public  results  fix)m  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  a  sufficiency  of  small  coins, 

1272.  1279-1283 There  are  certain  difficulties  and  prejudices   against  a  decimal 

coinage,  but  they  can  easily  be  removed,  1284-1286 -Opinion  that  a  coin  of  a  half 

farthing  is  not  required,  1287 It  would  be  all  the  better  if  a  decimal  system  of  weights 

and  measures  could  accompany  a  decimal  coinage,  1288-1290. 

Bevan,  R.  C.  L.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.)— Banker  in  London,  938,  939 ^The  advan- 
tages of  a  decimal  system  of  coinage  are  very  great,  and  might  be  realised  without  much 
difficulty,  940.  957-962 — -—Suggestions  for  dealing  with  specific  tolls,  which  under  the 

new  coinage  there  would  be  no  coin  to  meet,  940-944.  980-982 ^The  difficulty  of  the 

penny  postage  might  be  overcome  by  the  public  paying  five-mils  for  the  stamp  instead  of 

four  farthings ;  this  would  be  no  real  hardship  on  the  community,  940.  977-979 la 

dividing  the  sovereign  into  1000  mils,  witness  would  withdraw  the  present  silver  pieces 
of  5#.,  2s.  6d.,  6d.,  4^d.,  and  3d,  and  would  have  the  new  coins  all  bear  a  decimal 
relation  to  the  1,000  mils,  945.  947,  948. 

The  copper  coins  proposed  by  witness  are  pieces  of  one,  two,  and  five  mils,  945.  950, 951 

The  silver  coins  proposed  are  pieces  of  twenty,  fifty,  and  one  hundred  mils,  945 It 

is  very  desirable  to  have  as  few  coins  as  possible,  946-949 Explanation  of  the  manner  in 

which  accounts  might  be  kept  under  the  decimal  system,  952-956.  968-976. The  old 

coins  should,  if  possible,  be  called  in  at  once,  and  the  new  ones  substituted  for  them ; 

manner 
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Bevam,  R.  C\  Z.    (Analysis  of  his  Evidence) — continued* 
manner  in  which  the  public  mind  might  be  prepared  for  this  change,  964-967 Far- 
things are  very  inconvenient  in  accounts,  and  are  seldom  included ;  coins  of  half  farthings 
are  not  at  all  required,  968-970.  983-990. 

Bmarmg.Dr*  John.  (Analysis  of  his  Eyidence.)*-"Has  been  consul  at  Canton,  and  plenipo- 
tentiary at  Hong  Kong,  1511 When  witness  was  a  Member  of  the  House  of  Commons, 

he  was  the  means  of  introducing  the  present  florin  into  coinage,  1522,  1533 Remarks 

as  to  the  confusion  existing  in  monetary  transactions  in  Spam  and  pans  of  Germany,  in 

.  fioaaequ^noe  of  the  absence  of  the  decimal  system  of  accounts,  1534-1526 On  the 

other  hand,  accounts  are  kept  with  the  greatest  ease  and  accuracy  in  Portugal,  Russia, 
Ffaiice»  J»paii  and  Chin^,  in  consequence  of  the  adoption  of  the  decimal  system,  1525- 

1534.  1567-1570 More  than  400,000,000  of  the  human  race,  or  nearly  one- half  of 

the  population  of  the  globe,  adopt  the  decimal  system,  and  with  very  great  advantage. 

Remarks  as  to  the  peculiar  simplicity  and  facility  with  which  accounts  are  kept  in 
China,  even  by  children  of  only  seven  years  of  age ;  this  arises  from  the  use  of  the 
'^  swan-pan''  or  abacus,  an  instrument  in  universal  use  in  that  country,  and  pretty  much 

so  in  Russia  also;  mode  in  which  this  instrument  is  used,  1528-1531.  1567-1570 

By  the  adoption  of  the  decimal  system,  and  of  the  abacus  in  schools,  more  would  b'e 
learnt  in  one  day  than  in  twenty  days  under  our  present  complicated  system,  1532,  1533 
— — Reference  to  the  manner  in  which  the  change  in  the  value  of  the  shilling  in  the  Isle 

of  Man  was  received  in  that  island,  1535 The  question  of  loss  to  any  parties  by  the 

adoption  of  a  decimal  coinage,  is  as  nothing  compared  lo  the  immense  amount  of  benefit 

•     thai  would  arise,  1536.  1548-1552 The  pound  sterling  should  continue  the  integer  of 

account  and  should  be  divided  into  100  parts,  1537-1540 Two  copper  coins,  a  1-mil 

piece  and  a  2-mil  piece  would  be  sufficient,  1541, 1542. 

There  should  be  three  silver  coins  representing  the  loth,  the  50th,  and  the  looth  parts 

of  the  pound,  1542 Objection  to  the  term   **  florin,"  1543 -Suggestion  that  the 

names  of  the  new  coinage  be  the  mil  or  i,oooth  part,  the  cent  or  looth  part,  and  the  dime 

or  lothpart  of  the  pound  sterling,   15^13*  1574-1576 In  course  of  time  the  present 

names  of  coins  would  be  superseded  by  the  new  names,  but  the  names  would  not  at  all 
interfere  with  the  keeping  of  accounts,  1544-1547.  1577-1582 ^The  difiiculty  of  apply- 
ing the  new  coinage  to  the  penny  posiaije,  penny  tolls,  &c.,  should  be  provided  for  by 

special  legislation  ;  suggestions  on  tins  point,  1540-1552 It  is  very  objectionafaile  to 

have  any  coin  of  a  mixed  metal,  on  nccount  of  the  adulteraiion  ihat  may  be  practised  ; 
instance  of  this  in  the  coins  of  China  and  the  Ottoman  Empire,  1553-1555-  1560-1563 

Among  the  Chinese  there  is  no  higher  coin  than  the  i,oooth  part  of  an  ounce  of 

:  silver;  prejudices  of  China  against  foreign  coins,  1556-1559 ^The  introduction  of  the 

China  ring  coins  into  this  country  would  be  very  inconvenient,  1564,  1565. 

The  decimal  system  should  be  introduced  quickly;  its  immediate  adoption  is  demanded 
by  the  benefits  that  would  arise  in  the  keeping  of  accounts  and  in  foreign  exchanges,  &c. 

&c.,  1566.  1571-1573 Manner  in  whichbook  accounts  should  be  kept  under  the 

decimal  system,  1568-1570 A  decimal  system  of  weighu  and  measures  would  probably 

follow  the  decimal  coinage,  but  the  latter  system  should  be  first  adopted ;  impracticability 
of  the  universal  adoption  of  both  systems,  1583-1593, 

Brown,  William,  M.P.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.) — Hands  in  a  statement  showing  the 
facility  of  the  transition  from  gold  to  notes  in  1809  amonust  the  weavers  of  the  north 
of  Ireland;  opinion  ihat  after  a  time  a  change  could  also  be  made  in  the  currency  of 
this  country  without  any  difliculty,  1194. 


Calculations.    The  adoption  of  a  decimal  system  would  mreatly  diminish  the  labour  of 

calculations.  Rep.  3 Calculations  of  every  kind  would  be  greatly  facilitated   under 

tlie  decimal  system,  and  would  be  made  in  about  half  the  time  they  now  occupy.  Airy 
364-371 The  advantages  of  a  decimal  coinage  are  very  great  with  respect  to  calcu- 
lations of  every  kind  ;  a  transition  from  the  present  coinage  system  would  be  very  easy, 
and  would  not  be  inconvenient  to  the  working  classes,  who  would  soon  understand  the 

decimal  system,  Gregory  1410-1417 Table  subjoined  to  witness's  currency  scheme, 

showing  sums  from  12  pence  to  1  penny,  with  their  equivalents  in  mils  and  decimah  of 
a  mil,  Arbuthnot  1475. 

See  also  Accounts.        Bank  of  England.        Education.        Logarithms.        Workup 
Classes. 

Canada.  The  Act  proposed  by  witness  would  not  apply  to  Canada,  as  the  Canadians  prefer 
assimilating  their  currency  to  that  of  the  United  States,  and  object  to  making  the  pound 
sterhng  the  unit  of  account,  Arbuthnot  1519,  1520,— /See  also  Colonies. 

0.66.  Y  Centimes. 
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Centimes.    The  introduction  of  the  centime  into  the  coinage  of  France  has  beenofveiy 
great  service,  Airy  337-339- See  also  French  Coine.        Half  Farthings. 

Cents.    Recommendation  of  a  coin  to  be  called  a  cent,  of  the  value  of  lo-mils,  and  equal 

to  the  hundredth  part  of  the  pound,  or  the  tenth  part  of  a  florin,  Rep.  5 ^The  term 

''cent''  is  preferable  to  that  of ''mil,"  and  has  been  found  to  answer  belter  iu  America 
and  elsewhere,  Taylor  1183, 1183. 

See  also  Names  of  Coins.        New  Coins.        Silver  Coins. 

China.    Remarks  relative  to  the  decimal  system  in  existence  in  the  vast  empire  of  China, 

Rep.  4 Evidence  at  to  the  peculiar  simplicity  and  facility  with  which  accounts  are 

kept  in  China,  even  by  children  of  only  seven  years  of  age ;  this  arises  from  the  use  of 
the  "  swan-pan  "  or  abacus,  an  instrum^tit  in  universal  use  in  that  country,  and  pretty 
much  so  in  Russia  also;  mode  in  which  this  instmrnent  is  used,  Bowring  1528-1531. 

1567-1570; ^Among  the  Chinese  there  is  no  higher  coin  than  the  loooth^rt  of  an 

ounce  of  silver;  prejudices  of  China  against  foreign  coins,  ib.  1556-1559 ^The  intro- 
duction of  the  China  ring  coins  into  this  country  would  be  very  inconvenient,  ib.  1564, 
.  1565.«— *&€  also  Accounts,  2. 

Coi$u.  Observations  of  the  Committee  on  the  coins  required  to  be  in  circulation  imder 
a  system  of  decimal  coinage;  and  the  coins  which  it  will  be  necessary  to  withdraw  from 

circulation,  Eep.  7. Enumeration  of  the  different  coins  proposed  by  witness  under 

a  system  of  decimal  coinage,  as  best  suited  to  the  wants  of  the  general  trading  of  the 
country,  Banhey  29  et  m^.—— Circumstances  ander  which  it  would  be  desirable  to 
assimimte  the  coins  of  this  country  to  that  of  France  and  other  countries,  ^  C.  W. 
Pasley  244-252. 

See  also  Copper  Coins.       Gold  Coins.       Names  of  Coins.       New  Coins.      Number 
of  Coins.        Silver  Coins.        Value  of  Coins. 

Colonies.  Opinion  of  the  Committee  that  no  indisposition  is  felt  on  the  part  of  the  colo- 
nial legislatures  to  the  introduction  of  the  decimal  system;  the  Legislature  of  Canada 
has  just  established  a  decimal  currency  in  that  cotmtry.  Rep.  8— — Tlie  decimal  system 
should  be  extended  to  the  colonies,  but  Canada  would  probably  prefer  an  assimilation 
to  the  system  of  dollars  and  cents,  as  in  the  United  States,  Sir  J.  Herschel  550-552. 

584,585 Explanation  with  respect  to  witness's  proposal  to  extend  the  new  Act  to 

the  colonies  under  such  limitations  as  will  prevent  interference  with  local  legislation, 
Arbuihnot  1519, 1520. See  also  Canada.        Decimal  System. 

Competition.  Competition  invariably  causes  the  quantities  of  the  articles  sold  to  adjtist 
themselves  without  difficulty  to  the  value  of  the  money  received  for  them,  Rep.  5. 

Contracts.  Opinion  that  the  difficulties  of  a  practical  character  arising  from  the  necessity 
of  a  re-adjustment  of  a  large  number  of  existing  contracts  and  obligations  based  upon 

the  present  system  of  coinage  are  not  insuperaole,  Rep.  5 Suggestions  in  the  Bill, 

prepared  by  witness  for  decimal  coinage,  for  facilitating  the  conversion  into  decimal  cur- 
rency of  debts,  contracts,  &c.,  entered  into  under  the  existing  currency ;  proposal  that 
the  mil  be  divided  into  100  parts  to  meet  such  conversion,  Arbuihnot  1475  etseq. 

See  also  Railways. 

Cooper  Coins.    Recommendation  that  all  the  copper  coins  that  may  be  issued  under  the 

decimal  system  should  have  their  value  in  mils  marked  upon  them,  jRfp.  7 The  copper 

coins  should  be  a  3-miIs  piece,  a  2-mils,  and  a  i-mil  piece  or  farthing ;  preference  given  to 

a  3-mils  piece  over  a  4-mils  piece,  Hankey  29,  34-39 Recommendation  of  a  3-farthings 

piece,  a  i-farthine  piece,  and  a  half-farthing  piece;  remarks  as  to  the  inc<mvenience  of 
abolishing  the  penny,  Laurie  166-176— —The  copper  coins  suggested  by  witness  are  a 
4-tithing  piece,  a  2-tithing  piece,  and  a  i-tithing  piece;  the  term  "mil''  uii^ht  perhaps 

be  better  than  that  of  tithmg,  Sir  C.  W.  Pasley  235-238,  242,  243 As  to  copper 

coins,  a  3-mils  piece  is  not  needed,  but  a4-mil8  piece  is  indispensable,  Airy  345-348 
Anything  short  of  the  actual  substitution  of  new  copper  coins  cannot  produce  the  desired 

effect,  ib.  361-363 ^Three  copper  coins  are  suggested  by  witness,  namely  the  i-roil, 

2-mil8,  and  4-mils ;  the  latter  com  might  after  a  time  be  replaced  by  a  5-mil8  piece,  ib. 
381,382.  389.  395-399-  418.  425*  4*6. 
The  copper  coins  should  be  1,  2,  3,  and  5  tnils ;  at  first  a  4-mils  piece  might  be  more 

desirable  than  the  3-mils  piece.  Sir  J.  Herschel  529,  530 ^The  copper  coins  proposed 

are  pieces  of  1,  2,  4,  and  5  mils,  De  Morgan  747 ;  Arbuthnot  1507-1510.  1512 ^Pro- 
posal that  the  copper  coins  be  1,  2,  and  5  mils  pieces,  Bevan  945.  950,  951 ^The 

copper  coins  are  the  most  difficult  pan  in  a  change  to  the  decimal  system ;  suggestions 
on  this  point,  showing  that  such  system  may  exist  with  the  present  coinage,  veithout  any 
new  coins;  accounts  may  be  kept  and  payments  made  on  the  decimal  principle,  Miller 
1147-1167 — ^Two  copper  coins,  a  i^mil  piece  and  a  2-mil8  piece  would  be  sufficient, 

j3$nn9Cn 


Digitized  by 


Google 


.]  COP  DEM  i7i 

Report,  1859-53 — ixmtimud. 

Copper  Coiiu— coDtinued. 

Bennoch  i«6o.  1970, 1271  ;  Bounding  1541, 1542 Statement  of  experiments  upon  the 

weight  of  copper  coia,  App.  i6i. 

See  2XS0  Farthings.       Half  FarthiHgt.      Ireland.       Mils.        New  Coins.        Penny. 
Poorer  Classes. 

Crown  Pieces.    The  5  s.  pieces  are  not  extensively  used  at  the  Bank  of  England,  and  need 

not  be  continued,  Hanketf  85,  86 Objection  to  the  introduction  of  a  silver  piece  of 

250  mik  or  5«. ;  there  is  no  necessity  for  any  piece  between  500  mils  and  200  mils,  Airy 
428,429. 

Customs  Duties.  Observations  as  to  the  diflSculties  in  the  way  of  the  adoption  of  a  decimal 
system  from  the  chaijges  payable  to  the  public  revenue  for  duties  and  stamps,  being  very 

Senerally  expressed  in  pence  or  fractions  of  a  penny,  JRep.  6— — Manner  in  which  Uiis 
ifficulty  may  be  overcome,  ib.  6. 7 ^The  monetary  system  of  this  country  is  exceedingly 

complicated ;  and,  as  applied  to  customs'  duties,  caiises  a  great  increase  of  labour  and^- 
cuiaiion,  which  might  be  avoided  under  a  more  equal  division  of  coinage  and  a  better 

system  of  weights  and  measures,  Laurie  138-142.  197,  198 If  all  the  customs  duties 

were  charged  at  the  rate  of  so  much  per  pound  avoirdupois,  the  loss  to  the  customs 
would  be  very  slight,  ib.  188*192 — —-Reference  to  a  calculation  of  customs  duties  on 
certain  articles  by  the  pound ;  table  handed  in  showing  a  comparison  between  the  two 
systems  of  calculating  a  particular  entry,  ib.  194-— — "Hie  business  of  the  Custom-house 
would  be  immensely  simplified  and  facilitiited  if  the  duties  were  levied  in  decimal 
farthings  to  the  pound  avoirdupois,  ib.  197,  198— >^— The  customs  duties  would 
r^uire  a  complete  alteration  by  Acts  of  Parliament  to  come  under  the  proposed  system, 
Jieadlam  838.  842,  843— — Mode  of  dealing  with  customs  duties  and  public  revenues 
under  the  Bill  proposed  by  witness,  Arbuthnot  1475. 

D. 

Decimal  System.    Opinion  as  to  the  ereat  advanti^es  attached  to  a  decimal  system  as  com-^ 

pared  with  the  present  system  of  calculation,  Rep,  3*  8 Observations  of  the  Committee 

thai  the  decimal  system  has  been  already  practically  adopted  to  a  certain  extent  in  this 

<u>imtry,  ib.  4 Explanation  of  witness'^  proposed  scheme  of  a  decimal  currency  for 

Great  Britain  and  the  colonies,  Laurie,  154,  e/<e^.  194— *«Re<'ommendationofadecimal 
coinage  as  the  only  substitute  for  the  ])re8ent  system.  Sir  J.  Herschel  508-510 Wit- 
ness is  a  strong  advocate  for  decimal  coinage,  but  considers  the  schemes  laid  by  different 
Sarties  before  the  Committee  as  quite  impracticable ;  grounds  for  this  opinion,  Headlam 
38-853 All  the  unavoidable  chances  would  deter  any  Ghovemment  trom  sanctioning 

the  contemplated  alteration  in  the  value  of  our  coinage,  ib.  838. 844 ^The  objections 

apply  to  all  sums  calculated  in  pence  and  not  in  sovereigns,  ib*  846-848  -The  advan- 
tages of  a  decimal  system  of  coinage  are  very  great,  and  might  be  realised  without  much 

difficultjr,  Becan  %^o.   957-962;  Meehing   1032-1043 Witness  has  prepared,  and 

delivers  in  the  heads  of  a  proposed  Bill  for  decimal  coinage,  containing  provisions  calcu- 
lated to  give  effect  to  the  views  which  have  been  laid  before  the  Committee ;  observations 
thereupon,  Arbuthnot  1475 More  than  400,000,000  of  the  human  race,  of  nearly  one- 
half  of  the  population  of  the  globe  adopt  the  decimal  system,  and  with  very  great  advan- 
tage, Bowring  1527 ^The  question  of  loss  to  any  parties  by  the  adoption  of  a  decimal 

coinage  is  as  nothing  compared  to  the  immense  amount  of  benefit  that  would  arise,  ib. 
1536.  1548-1 552* 

De  Morgan^  Augustus.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.)— Professor  of  mathematics  in  University 
College,70i— — The  advantages  of  a  change  from  our  present  system  of  coinage  to  a 
decimal  system  would  be  very  considerable ;  great  saving  of  time  and  labour  that  would 
be  effected  in  calculations  generally,  and  in  the  teaching  of  arithmetic,  if  decimal  coinage 

were  adopted,  702-711.  766.  822 Under  the  decimal  system  the  table  of  logarithms 

would  doubtless  be  brought  into  use,  and  would  tend  greatly  to  fieu^ilitate  calculations, 

709 The  teaching  of  the  decimal  system  in  schools  would  be  undertaken  and  carried  out 

without  any  difficulty,  ifdecimal  coinage  were  established,  712.  811-815 ^Therearenot 

in  present  use  any  books  referring  entirely  to  decimal  coinage,  713,  714 Suggestion  of 

the  best  steps  to  be  taken  for  the  introduction  of  the  decimal  system  into  practical  working, 
7i5,#f«C9. 

It  is  questionable  whether  a  gradual  or  a  sudden  and  general  introduction  be  the  more 

advisable,  715 Under  a  gradual  introduction  of  the  decimal  system,  the  first  step 

should  be  to  call  in  the  half-crowns,  and  issue  florins,  715  A  silver  coin  of  2icf., 
present  coinage,  should  then  be  issued,  as  familiarising  tlie  public  mind  with  the  principles 
of  decimal  calculation ;  this  coin  should  in  time  be  made  one-fiflh  of  a  shilling  and  one- 

tenih  of  a  florin,  715-727 The  pound  sterling  must  be  retained  as  the  integer  on 

account  of  the  associations  connected  with  the  term,  728.  781-809 Objection  to 

making  ios.the  unit  and  dividing  it  into  1,000  parts,  729.  781-809 Witness  also 

objects  to  the  retention  of  farthings,  with  a  change  of  aU  the  other  coins,  730, 731 

0.66.  Y  2  Remarks 
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De  Morgan,  Augustus.    (Analysis  of  his  Evidence)— continued.  ' 

Remarks  to  the  effect  that  much  confusion  of  the  ideas  would  arise  from  the  terms  ceht9 
and  mils  under  the  decimal  coinage;  suggestion  of  some  other  monosyllabic  names  for 
those  coins,  732-1-746,  .  . 

The  copper  coins  proposed  by  witness  are  pieces  of  1,  2,4,  and  5  mils,  747 ^The 

silver  coins  proposed  are  pieces  of  i,  2,  4,  and  5  cents,  747 The  number  of  cents  and 

mils  should  be  maiked  on  all  the  coins,  except  the  gold  coins^  748,  749— —The  half  florin 
should  be  marked  •*  one  shilling,'^  ^^  half  florin,"  and  "  50  mils,''  749- — ^The  retention  of 
the  4-mil  piece,  or  penny,  would  not  impede  the  change  towards  the  decufial  system, 

which  would  soon  be  understood  by  the  lower  classes,  750.  755-759 There  will  be  no 

difficulty  in  the  4-mil  piece  being  four  per  cent,  less  in  ralue  than  the  present  penny ;  the 
articles  sold  will  soon  adjust  themselves  to  the  prices  paid,  751,  752.  799-809— -Tolls, 
&c.,  which  *re  now  fixed  by  Act  of  Parliament  at  a  half-penny  or  one  penny,  might  easily 
be  dealt  with ;  paper  delivered  in,  showing  the  rule  for  the  determination  of  the  term 
during  which  a  toll  should  be,  in  new  farthings,  one  more  than  now  in  old  ones,  in  order 
to  compensate  the  owner  of  the  tolls  for  the  reduction  of  the  farthing  to  the  l,oooth  of  a 
pound,  753,  754. 

A  decimal  system  of  weights  and  measures  is  very  desirable,  but  the  decimal  system  of 
coinage  should  be  first  adopted ;  how  far  the  French  system  of  weights  and  measures  is  to 
be  recommended  for  general  adoption,  761-780— — Difficulties  in  the  way  of  universal 

decimal  systems  of  coinage  and  of  weights  and  measures,  766-780.  810.  816-821 

There  were  in  England,  at  the  time  of  the  Restoration,  fifty-nine  gold  pieces  of  different 
values ;  the  transition  from  these  coins  to  others  tends  10  prove  the  facility  of  a  transition 

now  to  the  decimal  system,  822-826 Centimes  are  very  scarce  in  France,  and  there 

are  in  this  country  plenty  of  half  farthings  at  the  Mint  which  are  never  called  for ;  inference 
from  this  that  a  smaller  coin  than  the  present  f&rihing  is  not  needed,  827-837. 

Dollars.    See  Silver  Coins. 

Dowie,  Kenneth.     (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.) — Member  of  the  Liverpool  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce, 1318 That  Chamber  have  sent  in  a  memorial  to  the  Board  of  Trade,  recoai- 

mending  the  adoption  of  the  decimal  system,   1319.  1338-1340 Witness  and  some 

others  nave  made  inuuiiies  throughout  Liverpool  as  to  the  feelings  of  parties,  in  the 

habit  of  dealing  with  the  lower  clashes,  upon  the  subject  of  a  decimal  coinage,  1320 

The  opinion  of  these  parties  was,  that  the  value  of  the  new  coins  would  soon  adjust  itself 

to  the  quantity  sold,  without  loss  to  the  purchaser,  1321,  1322 ^The  decimal  system 

would  be  of  considerable  advantage  in  calculations,  &i'. ;  suggestions  as  to  the  coins 
most  required  for  a  decimal  coinage  ;  a  half  farthing  is  not  wanted,  1323-1337.  1348 — ■ — 
Desirabuitj  of  a  decimal  system  of  weights  and  measures,  1341-1347. 

Duties.    See  Customs  Duties. 

E. 
Edges  of  Coins.    See  Milled  Edges. 

Education.    The  education  of  the  people  generally  would  be  much  facilitated  by  the  intro- 
duction into  our  schools  of  a  decimal  system,  which  u  so  directly  calculated  to  render 

easy  the  acquirement  of  arithmetic,  Rep.  3 ^The  adoption  of  the  decimal  system  would 

reduce  immensely  the  labours  of  scholars  and  teachers  in  scliools,  and  would  be  of  the 

greatest  benefit  in  calculations  generally,  Sir  J.  Herschel,  602 A  decimal  system  of 

coinage  would  greatly  facilitate  calculations,  and  would  save  coui^iderable  time  and  labour 

in  the  arithmetical  education  of  youth,  De  Morgan  709-712;  FrafikKn   1436-1446 

The  teaching  of  the  decimal  system  in  schools  would  be  undertaken  and  carried  out 
without  any  difficulty,  if  decimal  coinage  were  adopted,  De  Morgan  709-714. 81 1-815 — ■ — 
There  are  not  at  present  any  books  referring  entirely  to  decimal  coinage,  i6,  713,  714 
*— ■  Decimal  calculations  should  be  an  essential  part  of  the  calculations  of  every  school- 
boy, Beard  1297,  1298 By  the  adoption  of  the  decimal  system,  and  of  the  Chinese 

abacus  in  schools,  more  would  be  learnt  in  one  day  than  in  twenty  days,  under  our  com- 
plicated system,  Bowring  1532,  1533.— — See  also  Chines 

Engineers^  Accounts.    See  Accounts,  2. 

Exchanges.    Remarks  showing  that  in  the  exclmnge  of  commodities  the  decimal  system  is 
more  useful  and  convenient  than  the  present  system,  Sir  J.  Herschel  SQi,  592. 

See  also  Foreign  Exchanges. 

Exportation  of  Coin.     Account  of  the  number  of  ounces  of  British  gold  coin  exported  from 
the  Uuited  Kingdom  in  each  year,  from  1842  to  1852,  inclusive,  Sir  J.  Herschel  679. 
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Farthings.     Farthings  are  Tery  inconvenient  in  accounts,  and  are  seldom  included ;  coins 

.  of  halt-farthings  are  not  at  all  required,  Beran  968-970.  983-990 Farthings  are  not 

used  in  Ireland  lo  any  great  exient,  Duke  of  Leinster  \  128-1 131. 

See  also  Copper  Coins.        Half  Farthings.        Mils.        Unit  of  Account. 

Florins.    With  the  exception  of  the  florin,  our  present  coinage  does  not  afford  any  facilities 

for  the  introduction  of  the  decimal  system,  Sir  J.  Herschel  514, 515 The  florins  and 

half  florins  should  each  bear  upon  them  the  number  of  mils  they  represent,  ib.  o3^~534- 

542 Between  one  and  two  millions  of  florins  have  been  issued ;  they  are  being  rapidly 

coined  at  present^  ib.  539-541 When  witness  was  a  member  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, he  was  the  means  of  introducing  the  present  florin  into  co'xm^e,  Botoring  1522 

1553 Objection  to  the  term  florin,  ib.  1543. 

See  also  Names  of  Cains.        Shilling.        Silver  Coins.         Unit  of  Accottnt» 

Foreign  Exchanges.     Remarks  of  the  Committee  as  to  the  inconvenience  of  the  existing 

system,  as  tending  to  confuse  quesiions  of  foreign  exchanges,  Rep.  3 The  adoption 

of  a  decimal  system,  by  facilitating  the  comparison  between  the  coinage  of  this  country 
and  oiher  countries  that  have  adopted  that  system,  would  tend  to  the  convenience  of  all 

those  who  are  engaged  in  exchange  operations,  ib. There  is  immense  disadvantage 

under  the  present  system  wiih  respect  to  foreign  exchanges;    instances  of  this  in  our 

exchanges  with  France  and  Holland,  Laurie  147-1 53 Table  showing  £c»rdgn  exchanges 

by  the  present  complex  mode,  ib.  1134 — —Table  showing  foreign  exchanges  by  the 
proposed  mode  of  florins  and  cents,  which  renders  exchanges  uniform  and  inteTligible,  ib. 
See  also  Introduction  of  the  System. 

Fofir-penny  Pieces.  Opinion  that  a  coin  representing  one-third  part  of  the  common  silver  coin 
is  of  very  litile  use  ;  the  present  four-penny  piece  is  an  instanoe  of  tliis,  but  under  a  decimal 

system  such  coin  would  oe  abolished  altogether.  Airy  276.  280-289 Under  a  decimal 

system  it  would  aot  be  well  to  let  the  three-penny  or  four-penny  pieces  remain  in  circula- 
,  lion.  Sir  J.  Herschel  675-578. 

France.  See  Accounts.  2.  Foreign  Exchanges.  Standard  of  Value.  Universal 
System.        WeiglUs  and  Measures. 

Franhiiuy  Jficob  Abraham.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.) — Auditor  and  public  accountant  in 
Thregmorton-street,  1435 -A  decimal  system  of  coinage  would  greatly  facilitate  calcula- 
tions, and  woald  save  considerable  time  and  labour  in  the  arith^ietical  education  of  youth, 
1436--1446— ! — Under  a  decimal  coinage  the  sovereign  should  be  the  starting  point,  and 
should  be  divided  into  1,000  parts ;  suggestions  as  tu  the  other  coins  most  required,  1447- 

1469 ^The  names  of  penny  and  halfpenny  must  be  retained  with  the  4-mils  and  2-mils 

pieces;  any  monosyllabic  names  will  do  for  the  other  coins,  1470-1472— —The  present 

coins  need  not  be  recalled  when  the  new  ones  are  issued,  1473 How  far  it  should  be 

rendered  imperative  or  permissive  to  keep  accounts  on  the  decimal  principle,  1474. 

French  Coins.  Reference  to  the  French  coinage  and  the  introduction  of  the  centime ;  ffae 
coins  of  that  country  are  all  under  the  decimal  scale,  Airy  495-498. ^ealso  Centimes. 

G. 

Germany.    See  Spain. 

Oold  Coins.  Statement  of  certain  objections  against  gold  pieces  of  the  value  of  5  f .,  as 
being  expensive  coins  in  the  fabrication,  and  as  being  liable  to  abrasion,  *'  sweating,''  and 

other  drawbacks,  Hanhey  87-89 The  gold  coins  for  a  decimal  coinage  should  be  the 

sovereign,  half  sovereign,  and  a  5*.  gdd  piece.  Sir  C.  W.  Pauley  232;  Bemnoch  1260. 

1265 In  the  event  of  the  decimal  system  being  adopted,  the  gold  coins  proposed  by 

witness  are  the  sovereign  and  half  sovereign ;  objection  to  the  quarter  sovereign.  Airy 

372-374.    386,  387.    400-402 If  another  gold  piece  were  desired,  witness  would 

recommend  one  of  300  mils,  or  65.,  ib.  373,  374.  388.  427 The  gold  coins  should  be 

500,  1,000,  and  2,000  mils,  Sir  J.  Herschel  529 Objections  to  having  any  gold  coin 

of  a  less  denomination  than  \os. ;  ib.  611-614 There  would  be  a  great  dissdvantage 

in  issuing  gold  coins  below  a  sovereign  as  tokens,  thus  laying  on  Government  the  loss  of 
wear  and  tear,  as  in  the  case  of  silver  coins,  ib.  6 15-61 8-- — ^There  were  in  England  at  the 
time  of  the  Restoration,  59  gold  pieces  of  difierent  value  \  the  transition  from  these  coins 
to  others  tends  to  prove  the  &cility  of  a  transition  now  to  the  decimal  system,  De  Morgan 
822-826— Anew  gold  piece  worth  125.  6d.,  would  be  very  convenient  for  many  pur- 
poses, Headlam  857 Objections  to  the  issue  of  a  gold  coin  of  so  low  a  value  as  5  «., 

Miller  1247*1249, 

See  also  Exportation  of  Coin.        Half  Sovereigns.        Pound  Sterling. 
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Gregory,  Charles  HvJtton.  (Analysis  of  his  ETidence.) — Civil  engineer,  1409— —The  advan^ 
tages  of  a  decimal  coinage  are  very  great  with  respect  to  calculations  of  every  kind  ;  a 
transition  from  the  present  coinage  system  would  be  very  easy,  and  would  not  be  incon- 
"venient  to  the  workmg  classes,  who  would  soon  understand  the  decimal  system,  1410- 
1417— —Suggestions  as  to  the  value  and  denominations  of  the  coins  to  be  adopted  under 
a  decimal  comage ;  a  change  in  the  value  of  the  present  copper  coins  wouhl  not  be  pro- 
ductive of  any  material  or  ultimate  loss,  either  to  tolls  and  bridges,  or  to  the  penny 

pof9tage,  1418-1427 It  is  very  desirable  to  introduce  the  French  decimal  system  of 

weights  and  measures  into  this  country,  and  to  make  that  system  universal,  1428-1 434. 


Malf  Crowns.  There  are  about  37,000,000  half-crowns  in  circulation,  and  altogetheiy  Id 
silver  and  copper^  about  700,000,000  pieces  would  require  recoining ;  considerable  time 
would  be  necessary  to  complete  so  extensive  an  operHtion,  Sir  J.  Serschel  536-538.  542- 

649-  564-574 Under  a  gradual  introduction  sf  the  decimal  system,  the  first  step 

should  be  to  call  in  the  half  crowns  and  issue  florins,  De  Morgan  715* 

Half  Farthings.  Evidence  to  the  effect  that  a  smaller  coin  than  the  present  iarthing  is  not 
needed,  and  would  not  confer  any  advantage  upon  the  lower  classes  in  their  dealings  with 

tradesmen.  Airy  309-3^3 ;  Strugnell  891-894. 907-915 ;  Bennoch  1287 Half  farthings 

are  now  in  existence,  but  are  very  seldom  used,  Airy  335-340 Centimes  are  very 

scarce  in  France,  and  in  this  country  there  are  plenty  of  half  farthings  at  the  Mint^ 
which  are  never  called  for;  inference  from  this  that  a  smaller  coin  Uian  the  prese&t 
farthing  is  not  needed,  De  Morgan,  827-837. See  also  Farthings.        Mile. 

Half  Sovertifpis.  Under  the  decimal  system  of  coinage  there  should  be,  as  at  present^  a 
half-sovereign  representing  500  mils,  but  no  smaller  gold  coin,  Hankey  29;  Uiurie  160^ 
161. See  also  Qold  Corns.        Unit  of  Account 

HanheVf  Thomson,  jun.     (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.) — Late  Governor  of  the  Bank  of 

England,  1 ^The  system  of  keeping  accounts  with  resoect  to  all  transactions  in  the 

purchase  or  sale  of  bulHon  at  the  jBank  was  till  lately  ot  a  very  complicated  character^ 
8)  3— —Three  elements  make  these  transactions  of  a  very  difficult  nature,  viz.,  the  wei^t> 
the  quality  of  the  gold,  and  the  division  of  our  coinage,  3——- On  witness's  suggestion  a 
set  of  tables  was  drawn  up,  from  which  the  pound  troy  was  discarded  and  the  decimal 
ounce  used  instead  ;  general  adoption  of  these  tables  after  the  decimal  weight  had  been 

legalised;  great  amount  of  labour  saved  thereby  in  the  Bank,  3-10.  i&-d0 If  a 

decimal  system  of  coinage  were  adopted  calculations  wouM  be  much  more  simplified,  and 
great  benefits  would  be  conferred  on  the  community  at  large,  4.  lo.  a6«28. 

Avoirdupois  weight  is  only  used  at  the  Bank  of  England  in  buying  paper  and  ^oods  of 
that  kind ;  if  a  change  in  the  system  of  measures  were  made  it  would  be  desirable  to 

keep  the  pound  avoirdupois,  and  not  to  have  any  reference  to  troy  weight,  11-25 

Enumeration  of  the  difierent  coins  proposed  by  witness,  under  a  system  of  decimal 

coinage,  as  best  suited  to  the  wants  of  the  general  trading  of  the  country,  29  et  seq. 

The  soyereign  should  be  divided  into  a  thousand  parts,  or  farthings,  those  parts  being 

called  mils,  29 ^There  should  also  be,  as  at  present,  a  half  sovereign,  representing  500 

mils,  29 The  silver  coins  proposed  are  a  noiin  of  100  mils,  a  half  florin  or  shilling, 

a  quarter  florin,  and  the  doit  or  groat  of  10  mils;  that  is,  four  silver  coins,  99.  31,  32^ 

^The  copper  coins  would  be  a  3-mils  piece,  a  2-miIs,  and  a  i-mil  piece  or  farihiAg ; 

preference  given  to  a  3-mils  piece  over  a  4-mils  piece,  29.  34-39* 

Opinion  that  taking  the  sovereign  as  the  main  coin  the  term  mil  is  more  suitable  than 

that  of  cent,  29.  40^42 It  would  be  very  undesirable  and  inconvenient  to  have  any 

C(Hn  of  a  lower  denomination  than  a  i-tail  or  farthing,  43-66 — -«-With  respect  to  the 
smallness  of  the  proposed  10-mil  piece,  it  is  not  likely  to  create  any  inconvenience,  or  to 

be  mistaken  for  tne  next  silver  piece  of  25  mils,  67,  08 Objection  to  the  10-mil  piece 

being  surrounded  with  a  copper  rim,  69-71.  79— — As  it  is  very  desirable  to  have  as  few 
coins  as  possible,  witness  would  abolish  the  fourpenny  pieces,  and  would  not  have  any 
smaller  copper  coins  than  those  before  inentioned,  72-74.  81-84—* — Consideration  of 
the  best  course  to  be  pursued  by  Government  in  calling  in  the  present  coins  and  replacing 

them  by  a  new  issue,  75-78.  99-114 The  5«.  pieces  are  not  extensively  used  at  the 

Bank  of  England,  and  need  not  be  continued,  85,  86. 

Statement  of  certain  objections  against  gold  pieces  of  the  value  of  5  s.  as  being  expen- 
sive coins  in  the  fabrication,  and  as  being  liable  to  abrasion,  '*  sweating,''  and  other 

drawbacks  87-89 Opinion  that  Government,  and  not  the  public,  should  be  liable  to 

any  loss  arising  from  abrasion  of  the  coin,  89-97— —The  present  system  of  milling  the 

edges  of  coins  is  very  objectionable,  and  leads  of  itself  to  considerable  abrasbn,  98- 

How  far  any  prejudice  might  be  excited  amongst  the  lower  orders  by  a  change  in  the 
denominations  of  copper  coins;  inconvenience  or  fraud  can  best  be  remedied  by  a  general 
^nd  total  substitution  of  the  new  poi^age  for  the  old,  99-U4« 

Under 
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Hankey,  Thomp$on,jun.    (Analysis  of  bis  Evideiice) — continued. 

Under  witness's  proposal  all  accounts  would  be  kept  in  decimalsi  in  pounds,  florins, 
and  mils  or  cents,  tbat  is,  in  three  columns,  as  at  present;  tbe  two  columns  of  pounds 
and  mils  would  answer  the  purpose  as  well,  1 1 5-1  «g-— Reference  to  die  assimilation  of 
the  coinage  of  the  different  American  states  in  179a ;  the  chanee  was  effected  with  ereat 
facility,  130—— An  assimilation  of  weights  and  measures,  as  well  as  of  coinage  tbrou^out 
the  world,  would  be  a  great  advanta^,  131,  132— —It  is  very  desirable  to  retain  the 
sovereign  as  our  unit  of  calculation,  as  being  at  present  the  standard  coin  by  law,  and  the 
basis  of  calculation  with  respect  to  the  value  of  land  and  other  property,  133-136. 

Htadlam^  Thomas  Emerson,  M.p.    (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.)— Is  a  strong  advocate  for 
decimal  coinage,  but  considers  the  scheme  laid  by  different  parlies  before  the  Committee 

as  quite  impracticable ;  grounds  for  this  opinion,  838-853 It  is  perfectly  essential  that 

any  new  coins  to  be  issued  in  this  country  should  be  interchan^eaole  with  those  now  in 

circulation,  838 Under  the  proposed  decimal  system  of  dividing  the  sovereign  into 

1,000  mils,  or  farthings,  one  difficulty  to  be  met  is  the  penny  postage,  in  which  case 

there  would  be  no  coin  to  pay  for  the  1  d.  stamp,  838,  841.  852,  853 ^The  income  tax, 

at  7^.  in  the  pound,  is  another  difficulty,  and  could  not  be  calculated  at  the  present  rate, 
838.  845— The  same  principle  applies  to  customs'  duties,  which  would  require  a  com- 
plete alteration  bv  Acts  of  JParliament  to  come  under  the  proposed  system,  838.  842, 
1)43'*— Acts  of  (Parliament  would  also  be  neccfssary  to  alter  the  terms  of  contracts 

imposed  on  railways,  &c.,  under  the  existing  coinage,  838 It  would  also  be  necessary 

to  deal  separaiely  by  Act  with  every  toll-gate  in  the  country,  838-840.  852 — ^AJl  these 
unavoidable  changes  would  deter  any  Government  from  sanctioning  the  contemplated 
alteration  in  the  value  of  our  coinage,  838.  844. 

The  objections  apply  to  sums  calculated  in  pence,  and  not  in  sovereigns,  846-848 

A  former  change  in  the  Irish  coinage  is  not  a  parallel  case  to  the  proposed  change  in  the 

English  coiiia^e,  849-852 Statement  of  certain  means  by  which  a  decimal  system  of 

coinage  might  be  introduced  without  much  inconvenience,  854-864 Every  existing 

coin  should  be  stamped  with  its  value  in  existing  farthings,  or  in  mils,  855 ^The 

silver  pieces  of  2  d.  and  of  3  A  should  be  called  in,  856,  857 ^A  silver  coin  of  2  |  ^. 

should  replace  the  silver  3</.,  857 Tbe  other  new  coins  recommended  b^  witness 

should  be  multiples  by  10  of  the  existing  fartiiing,  the  new  pound  or  **  Victoria,"  being 

of  the  value  of  i/.  o«.  %od.;  857 Suggestion  that  bank  notes  be  stamped  with  their 

value  in  the  proposed  Victorias,  857 A  new  gold  piece,  worth  125.  6d.,  would  be 

very  convenient  tor  many  purposes,  857 Witness  would  thus  alter  all  the  existing 

gold  and  silver  coins,  the  principle  of  his  decimal  system  being  to  build  up  from  the 

mil,  or  farthing,  858-862 Under  this  system  accounts  wouU  be  kept  in  Victorias, 

florins,  lo-mil  pieces,  and  i-mil  pieces,  that  is,  in  i,oooths,  looths,  loths,  and  units, 
863,  864. 

Herschelf  Sir  John,    (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.) — Master  of  the  Mint,  503— ^-The  present 
monetary  system  of  this  country  is  very  irregular,  and  gives  rise  to  great  labour  and 

liability  to  error  in  the  keeping  of  accounts,  504-508.  602 Recommendation  of  a 

decimal  coinage  as  the  only  substitute  for  the  present  system,  508-5 10 The  decimal 

system  of  calculation  is  now  used  at  the  Bank  of  England,  in  reference  to  bullion  and 

assaying:,  511 Witness  is  convinced  of  the  advantages  of  the  system  at  the  Bank, 

and  it  will  be  introduced  into  the  Mint  as  soon  as  possible,  51 1-513^— ^With  die  excep- 
tion of  the  florin,  our  present  coinage  does  not  afford  any  facilities  for  the  introduction  of 

the  decimal  system,  514,515 In  the  decimal  scale,  the  pound  sterling  must  continue 

as  the  unit,  and  the  other  coins  must  be  in  relation  to  it;  reasons  for  this  conclusion, 
516-529. 

The  pound  should  be  divided  into  1,000  pans  or  mils,  529 ^The  copper  coins  sog 

Sested  are  pieces  of  1, 2,  3  and  5  mils ;  at  first  a  4-mils  piece  mi^iht  be  more  desirable  than 
ie3-mils  piece,  529,  530 ^I'he  silver  pieces  proposed,  are  coins  of  10,  20,  30,  50  and 

100  mils ;  these  might  be  distinguished  more  fully  by  the  edges  of  each  alternate  coins 

being  milled,  529-531 The  gold  coins  should  be  pieces  of  500,  1,000,  and  2,000  mils, 

529 Evidence  as  to  the  best  means  of  introducing  decimal  coinage  into  practical  use, 

532  et  eeq, --The  first  step  should  be  an  anticipatory  one,  and  should  consist  in  familiar- 
ising the  public  with  the  ideas  and  denominations  of  the  system,  532 The  operations 

of  the  Mint  should  consist  in  issuing,  from  time  to  time,  florins,  &c.,  and  in  gradually 
withdrawing  first  the  half-crowns,  and  then  the  other  silver  pieces  now  current,  532* 
669-674- 

The  florins  and  half-florins  should  each  bear  upon  them  the  number  of  mils  they  repre- 
sent, 532-534.    542. There  are  about  37,000,000  half-crowns   in    circulation,  and 

altogether,  in  silver  and  copper,  about  700,000,000  pieces  would  require  re-coining; 
considerable  time  would  be  necessary  to  complete  so  extensive  an  operation,  536-538. 

542-549.  564-574 Between  one  and  two  millions  of  florins  have  been  issued,  and 

they  are  being  rapidly  coined  at  present,  539-541 ^The  decimal  system  should  be 

extended  to  the  colonies,  but  Canada  would  probably  prefer  an  assimilation  to  the  system 
0.66.  y  4  of 
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Report,  i86«-63 — Continued. 

Serschelf  Sir  John.    (Analysis  of  hifi  ET]dence)—coiUtii«c<{. 

of  dollars  and  cent*,  as  in  the  United  States,  550-66«.  5845  585— There  would  at  first 
be  some  difficulty  with  the  lower  classes  in  the  mtiKxiuction  of  the  decimal  system,  but 

this  would  gradually  subside,  653-667»  564-568 When  the  change  in  the  coinage 

of  Ireland  was  made,  the  copper  coins  were  raised  in  value  by  eight  per  cent« ;  manner  m 
which  the  change  was  eilected,  558-563. 

An  adequate  supply  of  decimal  coinage  would  be  necessary  for  the  replacement  of  the 

coins  called  in,  569-574 Opinion  that  under  a  decimal  system  it  would  not  be  well  to 

let  the  threepenny  or  fourpenny  pieces  remain  in  circulation,  575-578 ^Very  few  silver 

lo-mil  pieces  would  be  necessary;  their  size  would  be  an  objection  to  a  brge  issue  of 
^Q)*  579^82— —Objections  to  the  issue  in  alloyed  metal  of  a  lo-mils  piece  or  any 

other  coin,  583 Manner  in  whioh  accounts  might  be  kept  under  the  decimal  system, 

586-590 Remarks  showing  that,  in  the  exchange  of  commodities,  the  decimal  system 

is  more  useful  and  convenient,  than  the  present  system,  591,  592 A  decimal  system  of 

•    coinage  should  be  accompanied  simultaneously  by  a  decimal  system  of  weights  «nd 

measures,  592-602 ^The  adoption  of  both  systems  would  reduce  immensely  the  labours 

of  scholar  and  teacher  in  our  schools,  and  would  be  of  the  greatest  benefit  in  calculations 
generally,  602. 

A  universal  system  of  n  eights  and  measures  common  to  all  countries  is  very  desirable 
but  is  not  practicRble;  extensive  adoption  of  the  French  system,  which  is  a  Tery  good 
one,  603-610— Objections  to  having  any  gold  coin  of  a  less  denomination  than  io#. ; 

61 1-^14 'There  would  be  a  great  disadvantage  in  issuing  gold  coins  below  a  sovereign 

as  tokens,  thus  laying:  on  Government  the  loss  of  wear  and  tear,  as  in  the  case  of  silver 

coins,  615-618 The  milled  edges  of  sovereigns  and  other  coins  cause  great  loss  by 

abrasion,  but  are  a  considerable  safeguard  against  counterfeit  coin;  on. the  whole,  witness 
prefers  to  retain  the  milled  edge,  619-622— The  last  holder  of  light  gold  coin,  and.noc 
the  Bank,  should  undergo  the  loss  arising  from  abrasion  or  **  sweating  ;'*  remaiks  as  to 
the  annual  amount  of  this  loss  10  the  public,  623-642.  679. 

The  decimal  system  of  coinage  might  be  adjusted  to  meet  the  penny  postage,  penny 
tolls,  and  other  fixe<l  paymenis;  under  any  circumstances  the  penny  must  be  withdrawn 

from  circulation,  643-652 Evidence  showing  how  far  it  is  practicable  or  desirable  to 

make  the  coins  of  this  country  and  of  other  countries,  such  as  France,  interchangeable, 

by  adopting  a  common  standard  of  value,  and  of  fineness  of  metal,  653-689 ^The 

adoption  of  a  common  standard  in  different  countries  would  not  have  much  effect  in 

checking  speculation  in  the  exchanges,  676-678.  687,  688 Account  of  the  number  of 

ounces  of  British  gold  coin  exported  from  the  United  Kmgdom  in  each  year,  from  1842 
to  1852,  inclusive,  679. 

Hill,  Rowland.    (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.) — Secretary  to  the  Postmaster-general,  1195 

Under  the  proposed  decimal  coinage,  by  which  the  pound  would  be  divided  into 

1,000  mils,  it  would  be  much  better  that  the  penn3r  postage  stamp  iihould  cost  four  mils 

than  five  mils,  1196-1200.  1216  et  $eq, The  risk  to  the  post^oflSce  would  be  about 

loOyOOO  /.  annually,  or  four  per  cent,  on  the  gross  revenue,  but  this  loss  would  be  gradually 
made  up  by  the  increase  of  letters  consequent  on  the  reduction,  and  would  be  more  than 
compensated  for  by  the  advantages  of  decimal  coinage  to  the  community  at  krge,  1197* 

1200.  1216.  1226-1237 Remarks  as  to  the  number  of  postage  stamps  of  the  different 

classes,  from  id.  to  1 1.,  which  are  sold  to  the  public ;  opinion  that  there  would  be  no 
saving  of  any  importance  in  the  non-extension  of  the  proposed  diminution  to  the  dearer 
Btauips,  1201-1216.  1238-1240, 

In  making  4-mils  the  cost  of  the  1  d.  stamp,  the  decimal  calculation  is  certainly  lost, 
but  this  inconvenience  is  better  than  the  impolicy  of  raising  the  postage  20  per  cent.,  by 
fixing  the  price  of  the  stamp  at  five  mils,  1217-1225.  1233 ^There  would  be  a  con- 
siderable saving  of  labour  and  time,  and  consequently  of  expense,  by  the  introduction  of 
the  decimal  system  into  the  post*office,  and  more  especially  into  the  money  order  depart- 
ment, 1230.  1234-1237. 

Holland.    See  Foreign  Exchanges. 

I. 

Income  Tax.    The  income  tax  at  7  d.  in  the  pound  is  one  difficulty  in  the  way  of  the  adop- 
tion of  ihe  proposed  decimal  system,  and  could  not  be  calculated  at  the  present  rate, 

jSe£Z{2^/m  838.  845 Explanation  of  witness's  proposal  for  dividing  the  mil  into  100 

parts  for  the  purpose  of  calculation  ;  statements  showing  that  the  trouble  of  calculation 
will  be  much  less  as  applied  to  the  income  tax,  &c.,  than  under  the  present  system, 
Arbuthnot  1476  et  seq. 

Introduction  of  the  System.     Recommendation  that  no  unnecessary  delay  should  prevent 
the  full  introduction   of  the  decimal  system,  and  the  necessary  preparatory  measures 

should  be  entered  on  at  the  Royal  Mint  as  soon  as  possible.  Rep.  7,  8 Opinion  of 

the 
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Report,  1852-53 — continued. 

Introduction  of  the  System — continued. 

the  Committee  that  the  present  moment  is  especially  adapted  for  introducing  the  dedmal 
system,  in  conseqaence  of  the  prosperous  state  of  the  whole  community,  Rqf,  8— Evi- 
dence as  to  the  best  means  of  introducing  decimal  coinage  into  practical  use,  Hankey 
75-78-  99-114 ;   Sir  J.  Herschel  532  et  seq. ;  De  Morgan  715  et  seq. ;  Headlam  854- 

864" The  present  coinage  of  this  coimtry  affords  great  facility  to  the  introduction  of 

the  decimal  system,  Airy  423,  424 ^The  first  step  should  be  an  anticipatory  one,  and 

should  consist  in  familiarising  the  public  with  tne  ideas  and  denominations  of  the 

system.  Sir  J.  Herschel  532 ^The  operations  of  the  Mint  should  consist  in  issuing, 

from  time  to  time,  florins,  &c.,  and  in  gradually  withdrawing,  first  the  half-crowns 

and  then  the  other  pieces  now  current,  ib.  532.  569-574 An  adequate  supply  of 

decimal  coinage  would  be  necessary  for  the  replacement  of  the  coins  called  in,  ib. 
669-674- 

It  is  questionable  whether  a  gradual,  or  a  sudden  and  general  introduction,  be  the 
more  advisable,  De  Iforgoit  715—-— It  would  be  better  to  adopt  decimal  coinage  at 
once  than  to  introduce  it  gradufdly,  Stntgnell  B70,  Sji.  879— The  old  coins  should, 
if  possible,  be  called  in  at  once,  and  the  new  ones  substituted  for  them ;  manner  in 

which  the  public  might  be  prepared  for  this  change,  Bevan  964*967 ^Tbe  transition 

from  the  present  currency  to  tne  decimal  system  should  be  very  gradual ;  many  of  the 
present  coins  should  be  continued  for  some  time  as  a  standard  ot  the  value  of  the  new 
coins,  Arbuthnot  1505 ^The  decimal  coinage  should  be  introduced  quickly ;  its  im- 
mediate adoption  is  demanded  by  the  benefits  that  would  arise  in  the  Keeping  of 
accounts  and  in  foreign  exchanges,  &c.,  8ic.,  Bowring  1566.  157 1-1 673* 

See  also  America. 

Ireland.    When  the  change  in  the  coinage  of  Ireland  was  made,  the  copper  coins  were 
raised  in  value  by  8  per  cent.;  manner  in  which  this  change  was  effected^  Sir  J.  Herschel 

558-563 A  former  change  in  the  Irish  coinage  is  not  a  parallel  case  to  the  proposed 

change  in  the  English  coinage,  Headlam  849-852 Remarks  as  to  a  former  change 

in  the  Irish  currency  in  altering  the  i^d.  into  12 d.;  memorandum  on  the  subject  pre- 
pared by  witness  from  the  Treasury  Minutes,  showing  how  the  change  was  effected  by 

proclamation,  Arbuthnot  1056-1076 The  change  was  well  received  throughout  the 

country,  though  the  holders  of  copper  coins  were  slightly  sufferers,  ib.  105^-1076 

Observations  relative  to  the  change  tn  1826  in  the  Irish  currency,  when  the  Irish  shilling 
of  13^.  was  reduced  to  the  English  shilling  of  12  J.;  the  transaction  was  after  a  time 
very  easy,  and  the  poorer  classes  found  that  commodities  soon  adjusted  themselves  to 

the  new  prices,  Duhe  of  Leiftster  1087-1101.    1116-1119 Statement  showing  the 

facility  of  the  tiansition  from  gold  to  notes  in  1809  amongst  the  weavers  of  the  North 
of  Ireland ;  opinion  that  after  a  time  a  change  could  also  be  made  in  the  currency 
of  this  country  without  any  difficulty,  Brown  1194* 

See  also  Banh  Notes.        Farthings. 

Isle  of  Man.    Reference  to  the  manner  in  which  the  change  in  the  value  of  the  shilling 
in  the  Isle  of  Man  was  received  in  that  island,  Bowring  1535* 

Issue  of  New  Coins.    The  present  coins  need  not  be  recalled  when  the  new  ones  are  issued, 

Franklin  1473 In  the  issue  of  new  coins,  the  Mint  should  not  be  allowed  to  charge 

a  seignorage,  as  it  would  practically  be  a  charge  upon  the  Bank  of  En^land,  Arbuthnot 

M93'i496 Opinion  that  silver,  or  other  coins  bearing  the  number  of  mils  upon  them, 

cnnnot  be  issued  till  the  new  currency  is  formally  proclaimed,  ib.  151 1,  1512. 

See  also  Introduction  of  the  System. 


Japan.     See  Accowits,  2. 

K. 

Kirkham^  Henry.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.) — Clerk  in  an  extensive  tea  and  grocery 
establishment  at  Liverpool,  1349,  1350 Delivers  in  **  A  statement  of  one  day^s  tran- 
sactions at  a  shop  in  the  tea  and  general  grocery  trade  in  a  low  part  of  Liverpool,''  showing 

the  small  sums  paid  for  a  given  number  of  articles,  Jx.,  1351 Examination  on  this 

statement  to  the  effect  that  decimal  coinage  might  be  adopted  without  inconvenience  or 
injury  to  the  lower  classes,  and  wtih  great  advantage  to  the  community  at  large,  1352 

et  seq. Suggestions  as  to  the  coins  most  required  for  the  decimal  system ;  remarks 

showing  that  a  coin  of  less  value  than  a  farthing  is  not  wanted,  1362-1408. 
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Report,  1 852-53 — continued. 

L. 

Laurie,  James.   (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.) — Wine  merchant,  137 The  monetary  system 

of  this  country  is  exceedingly  complicated,  and,  as  applied  to  customs  duties,  causes  a 
great  increase  of  labour  and  calculation,  uhich  might  be  avoided  under  a  more  equal 

division  of  coinage,  and  a  better  system  of  weights  and  measures,  138-142.  197,  198 

The  true  system  of  numbers  consists  in  the  decimal  relation,  and  this  principle  applied  to 
accounts  generally  veould  be  a  vast  improvement  upon  the  present  division  of  the  coinage, 
143*146.  159— There  is  immense  disadvantage  under  the  present  system  with  respect 
to  foreign  exchanges;  instances  of  this  in  our  exchanges  with  France  and  Holland, 
147-153- 

Decimal  system  of  coinage  suggested  by  witness  in  lieu  of  that  now  in  practice,  154 
etseq — —The  pound  should  be  divided  into  1,000  farthings  or  mils,  and  all  the  other 
coins  should  have  relation  to  the  pound  sterling,  as  is  the  case  in  the  United  States,  157, 

158 There  should  also  be  a  half-sovereign,  but  no  smaller  gold  coin,  160,161 

With  rf  spect  to  the  silver  pieces,  a  coin  of  four  shillings,  or  dollar,  would  be  very  con- 
venient, and  would  suit  many  purposes  of  exchange;  inconvenience  of  the  present  crown 

piece,  161-163 ^The  other  silver  coins  proposed  by  witness  are  the  florin  or  coin  of  100 

mils,  a  coin  of  fifty  mils,  one  of  twenty,  and  one  often,  164,  165 The  copper  coins 

suggested  are  a  three-farthings  piece,  a  one-farthing  piece,  and  a  half-farthing  piece ; 
remarks  as  to  the  inconvenience  of  abolishing  the  penny,  166-176. 

The  proposed  change  in  the  copper  coinage  would  be  well  received  by  the  lower  cla8»e«, 
who  would  soon  understand  the  difference  between  a  mil  and  the  present  farthing,  177- 

181 Great  difficulty  is  now  experienced  by  the  shopkeeper  in  calculating  interest  on 

any  article  he  obtains ;  the  calculation  would  be  much  easier  under  the  decimal  system, 

182-187 If  all  the  customs  duties  were  charged  at  the  rate  of  so  much  per  pound 

avoirdupois,  the  loss  10  the  customs  would  be  very  slight,  188-192 Reference  to  a 

calculation  of  customs  duties  on  certain  articles  by  the  pound ;  table  handed  in,  showing 
a  comparison  between  the  two  systems  of  calculating  a  particular  entry,  194 Explana- 
tion of  witness' proposed  scheme  of  a  decimal  currency  for  Great  Britain  and  the  colonies, 
194— — ^The  business  of  the  Custom-house  would  be  immensely  simplified  and  facilitated 
if  the  duties  were  levied  in  decimal  farthings  to  the  pound  avoirdupois,  197,  ig8. 

[Second  Examination.] — Hands  in  two  tables,  showing  bow  the  penny  postage  may  be 

adjusted  if  the  pound  be  divided  into  1,000  mils,  1134 Remarks  as  to  the  best  means 

of  compoui.ding  with  tolls  under  the  contemplated  change  in  the  coinage;  table  delivered 
in,  showing  the  present  value  of  a  perpetuity  of  from  1  /•  to  100^.  per  annum  ai  twenty 

years'  purchase,  at  certain  rates  per  cent.,  11 34 Different  tables,  showing  the  present 

sovereign  and  the  half-sovereign  taken  as  units,  and  divided  into  certain  decimal  parts, 

1 134 Opinion  that  decimal  currency  can  be  best  effected  by  making  the  florin  the  unit 

of  account,  with  100  cents  to  one  florin,  and  ten  florins  to  one  pound,  1134 ^Table 

delivered  in,  showing  the  decimal  pound  sterling  of  ten  florins  of  100  cents,  with  their 
equivalents  in  the  pound  sterling,  1134 Table  showing  foreign  exchanges  by  the  pre- 
sent complex  mode,  1 134 Table  showing  foreign  exchanges  by  the  proposed  mode  of 

florins  and  cents,  which  renders  exchanges  uniform  and  intelligible,  1134. 

Leinster,  Duheof.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.)— Remarks  as  to  the  change  in  1826  in  the 
Irish  currency,  when  the  Irish  shilling  of  13^2.  was  reduced  to  the  English  shilling  of 
12  d.;  the  transition  was  after  a  time  very  easy,  and  the  poorer  classes  found  that  commo- 
dities soon  adjusted  themselves  to  the  new  prices,  1087-1101.  1116-1119 Under  a 

decimal  system  in  this  country,  three  denominations,  of  pounds,  florins,  and  mils,  would  be 

sufficient;  number  and  value  of  coins  suggested,  1102-1107.  1113, 1114 A  decimal 

system  of  coinage  would  facilitate  calculations  and  payments  uf  every  kind,  and  should  be 

followed  by  a  decimal  system  of  weights  and  measures,  1108-1115. 1120. 1132,  1133 

Reference  to  the  facility  with  which  bank  notes  were  generally  circulated  in  Ireland  in  lieu 

of  so  much  gold  and  silver,  1 121-1 124 Farthings  are  not  used  in  Ireland  to  any  great 

extent,  1128-1131. 

Lindsey,  Samuel    (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.) — Grocer  and  tea-dealer,  in  Lower  Marsh, 

Lambeth,  991*993 If,  by  a  change  in  our  coinage,  6d.  represented  25  farthings  or 

mils  instead  of  24  farthings,  the  poorer  classes  would  soon  get  accustomed  to  the  new 
system,  and  would  not  be  any  sufferers  thereby,  as  the  article  sold  would  soon  ac^just 

itself  to  the  value  given,  994,  et  seq. It  would  be  better  to  retain  the  shilling  as  a 

common  coin  ihan  the  florin,  but  there  is  no  necessity  of  going  lower  in  the  scale  than 
the  present  farthings,  1008-1029. 

Liverpool  Chamber  of  Commerce.  The  Liverpool  Chamber  of  Commerce  have  sent  a  memo- 
rial to  the  Board  of  Trade,  recommending  tne  adoption  of  the  decimal  system,  Dowie  1319* 
1338-1340. 

Logarithms.  Under  the  decimal  system  the  table  of  logarithms  would  doubtless  be  brought 
into  use,  and  would  tend  greatly  to  facilitate  calculations,  De  Morgan  709, 

Lower  Orders.    See  Poorer  Classes.        Working  Classes. 
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MoMckuUr  Chamber  of  Commerce.  In  March  1852  the  Manchester  Chamber  of  Commerce 
presented  a  petition  to  Government  in  &vour  of  decimal  coinage,  weights  and  measures^ 
jBazletf  1307, 1308. 

Meddngj  Chartei.    (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.) — Draper,  on  Holborn  Hill,  1030, 1031 A 

decimal  system  of  coinage  would  facilitate  business  transactions  of  every  kind,  and  the 

transitition  to  it  from  the  present  system  would  be  very  easy,  1032-1043 The  poorer 

classes  would  not  suffer  any  practical  injury  from  a  change  in  the  value  of  the  present 
coins,  by  a  division  of  the  sovereign  into  1,000  parts;  reference  to  the  small  coins  most 
required,  1035-1050 There  should  be  a  simultaneous  adoption  of  decimal  measure- 
ment and  decimal  coinage^  1051-1054. 

MiUed  Edgee.    The  present  system  of  milling  the  edges  of  coins  is  very  objectionable,  and 

leads  to  considerable  abrasion,  Hankey  98 It  would  be  very  easy  to  distinguish  a 

5*mils  piece  from  a  4-mil8  piece  without  coining  them  in  different  shapes,  or  without 
having  recourse  to  the  milled  ed^e.  Airy  436-438- — ^The  milled  edges  of  sovereigns  and 
other  coins  cause  great  loss  by  abrasion,  but  are  a  considerable  safeguard  against  counter- 
feit coins;  on  the  whole,  witness  prefers  to  retain  the  milled  edge,  Sir  J.  Herschel 61  q-- 
6i2.— See  also  Silver  Coins. 

Miller,  William.    (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.) — Cashier  in  the  Bank  of  England,  1135 

The  adoption  ofa  decimal  system  of  coinage  would  save  considerable  clerical  labour  in  the 
bank,  and  would  facilitate  calculations.  Sec,  throughout  the  country  generally,  1 136-1 145. 
1158.  1170— —The  sovereign  should  be  divided  into  1,000  parts,  and  the  names  of  all 
the  other  coins  except  the  6  d.  should  be  retained,  1 146—- — ^The  copper  coins  are  the  most 
difficult  part  in  a  change  to  the  decimal  system ;  suggestions  on  this  point,  showing  that 
such  system  may  exist  with  the  present  coinage ;  and  that,  without  any  new  coins, 
accounts  may  be  kept  and  payments  made  on  the  decim^al  principle,  1147-1 167 Refer- 
ence to  the  best  means  of  dealing  with  tolls  and  the  penny  postage  under  a  division  of  the 

sovereign  into  1,000  parts,  1147.   1151»  1152.    1168,  1169 A  decimal  system  of 

weights  and  measures  m  conjunction  witli  a  decimal  coinage  would  tend  still  more  to  faci- 
litate calculations^  1171-1173. 

[Second  Examination.] — Delivers  in  a  statement  of  the  mode  of  calculating  dividends 
at  the  Bank  of  England,  and  a  comparative  statement  of  the  mode  proposed  by  the  decimal 
system,  1242— An  illustration  from  these  statements  shows  a  considerable  saving  of 
calculation  under  the  decimal  system,  1242— —Decimal  calculation  is  so  simple  that 
tables  are  not  required ;  one  clerk  in  twelve  would  probably  be  saved  at  the  Bank  by  the 

reduction  in  time  and  labour,  1243-1246 Objections  to  the  issue  ofa  gold  coin  of  so 

low  a  value  as  55.;  1247-1249. 

Mile.  Proposal  of  the  Committee  that  the  lowest  denomination,  in  order  to  mark  its  relation 

to  the  unit  of  value,  should  bear  the  name  of  mil,  Rep.  5 Opinion  that  taking  the 

sovereign  as  the  main  coin,  the  term  mil  is  more  suitable  tihan  that  of  cent.,  Hankey  29. 

^0^42 It  would  be  very  undesirable  and  inconvenient  to  have  any  coin  of  a  lower 

denomination  than  a  l-mil  or  farthing,  ib.  43-66 Suggestion  for  the  compensation  by- 
Government  for  the  loss  to  the  public  in  the  substitution  of  mils  for  farthings,  the  former 
being  of  less  value  by  4  per  cent,  Airy  349. 

See  also  Cents.  Copper  Coins.         Names  of  Coins.         New  Coins*         Penny 

Postage.        Poorer  Classes. 

Mint.  Remarks  relative  to  the  announcement  of  the  Master  of  the  Mint  of  his  intention  to 
introduce  the  use  of  the  decimal  system.  Rep.  4 Witness  is  convinced  of  the  advan- 
tages of  the  system  at  the  Bank,  and  it  will  be  introduced  into  the  Mint  as  soon  as 
possible.  Sir  J\  Herschel  511-513. 

See  also  Introduction  of  the  System.        Issue  of^ew  Coins. 

Mixed-'Metal  Coins.    Objection  to  the  lo-mil  piece  being  of  silver  surrounded  with  a 

copper  rim,  Hankey  69-71 -Any  coin  of  mixed-metal  is  verv  objectionable.  Sir  C.  W. 

Pasley  239;    Sir  J.  Herschel  583 The  lO-mil  piece  might  be  of  mixed-metal,  or 

might  be  coined  in  the  form  of  a  flattened  ring,  otherwise  its  size  would  be  inconve- 
niently small.  Airy  375.  410-417.  420.  433-436 It  is  very  objectionable  to  have 

any  coin  of  a  mixed  metal,  on  account  of  the  adulteration  that  may  be  practised ;  in- 
stance of  this  in  the  coins  of  China  and  the  Ottoman  EmpirCj,  Bowring  1553-15^5. 
1560-1563. 
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Names  of  Coins.  Tlie  list  of  coins  necessary  to  represent  the  monies  of  account  would  be 
pounds,  florins,  cents,  and  mils.  Rep,  5— '^—Remarks  to  the  effect  that  moch  confusioi^ 
of  the  ideas  would  arise  from  the  terms  cents  and  mils  under  the  decimal  coinage ;  s^- 
gestion  of  some  other  monosyllabic  names  for  those  coins,  De  Morgan  732~74&— !& 
present  names  of  all  the  coins  except  the  sixpence  should  be  retained.  Miller  1146—--* 
The  names  of  a  penny  and  halfpenny  must  be  retained  with  the  4-mil  and  2-mil  pifice  ;, 

any  monosyllable  names  will  do  for  tlie  other  coins,  FranUin  1470-1472 SugsestioQ 

that  the  names  of  the  new  coinage  be  the  mil  or  1,000th  part,  the  cent  or  lootb  part, 

and  the  dime  or  lOih  part  of  the  pound  sterUng,  Botoring  1543.  1574-1576 In  coun»e 

of  time  the  present  names  of  coins  would  l>e  superseded  by  the  new  names,  but  the 
names  would  not  at  all  interfere  with  the  keeping  of  accounts,  t6. 1544-1547.  1577-1582. 

See  also  Cents.        Mils. 

New  Coins.    The  only  new  corns  required  are  copper  pieces  of  1 , 2,  3,  and  4  mils,  and  silFer, 

pieces  of  1,  2,  3,  and  4  cents.  Sir  C.  W.  PasUy  695, 6g6 It  is  perfectly  essential  that 

any  new  coins  to  be  issued  in  this  country  should  be  interchangeable  with  those  now  in 

circulation,  Ueadlam  838 The  new  coins  recommended  by  witness  «hould  be  multi« 

plied  by  10  of  the  existing  farthing,  the  new  pound  or  ^*  Victoria'*  being  of  the  value  of 

1/.  OS.  ip<L,  ih.  857 Description  and.  value  of  the  different  coins  most  desiimble 

under  the  decimal  system,  starting  from  the  pound  which  should  be  worth  a  1,000.  mils, 

5^Mirne// 872-879.  895-897 In  dividing  the  sovereign  into  1,000  mils,  witness  would 

withdraw  the  present  silver  pieces  of  55.,  2s.  6d.,  6d.,  4^.,  and  ^d.,  and  have  the  new 

coins  all  bear  a  decimal  relation  to  tlie  1,000  mils,  Bevan  945.  947,  948-^ Remarks  as 

to  the  new  coins  io  be  adopted  ;  statement  of  the  old  coins  of  circulation  and  of  account, 

Taylor  1 178-1 191 Suggestions  «s  to  the  coins  most  required  for  the  decimal  system  ; 

remarks  showing  thst  a  coin  of  less  value  than  a  farthing  is  not  wanted,  Dowie  1323-1337. 
1348;  JtirAAfli»  1362-1408;  Greijory  1418-1421. 

See  also  Gold  Coins.        Issue  of  New  Coins. 

New^aper  Stamps,  Remarks  relative  to  the  difficulties  connected  with  the  re-adjustmoit 
of  obligations  expressed  in  the  penny,  by  receipts  in  which  coin  various  portions  of 
the  public  revenue  are  raised,  as  in  newspaper  and  receipt  stamps ;  the  case  of  the  p^uiy 
newspaper  stamps  piesents  but  little  difficulty^  Rep.  6. 

Number  of  Coins.  The  smaller  the  number  of  coins  with  which  it  is  practicable  to  effect 
ptuchases  and  exchanges,  the  better,  Rep.j;    HcLukey  72-74.81-84;  Airy  421-422 ; 

Bevan  946-949;  Bennoch  1261;   Arbuihnot  1506 Under  a  deciouU  system*  tliere 

would  be  no  especial  necessity  of  two  or  more  coins  for  the  settlement  of  traniacuons, 

.  ^iry  344 Under  a  decimal  system  in  this  coimtry,  three  denominations,  of  pounds, 

florins,  and  mils,  would  be  sufficient ;  niumber  and  value  of  coins  suggesiied,  JJuke  of 
Leinster  1 102-1 107.  1 1 13,  1 1 14. 


Parliamentary  Papers.  Opinion  of  the  Committee  that  it  would  tend  to  famXarise  the 
public  with  the  new  system  of  account,  if  some  of  the  papers  submitted  to-  Parliament  and 
most  generally  referred  to  were  exhibited  in  the  decimal  as  well  as  in  the  ordinary  form^ 
R^^  7>  ^• 

Pasley,  Lieutenant-general  Sir  Charles  William^  K.c.B.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.) — The 
present  monetary  system  of  this  country  is  exceedingly  complex  and  inconvenient,  201- 

205 Proposal  that  the  pound  sterling  be  divided  into  1,000  parts,  and  that  the  other 

coins  be  in  relation  to  the  pound,  as  florins  or  one-tenth,  cents  or  one-hundredth,  and 

tithings,  or  one-tenth  of  a  cent,  206  et  seq. In  keeping  accounts  four  columns  for 

figures  would  be  desirable;  the  calculation  would  be  much  easier  than  in  columns  for 

pounds,  shillings,  pence  and  farthings,  208-220 How  far  there  would  be  any  difficulty 

in  the  payment  of  troops,  if  the  value  of  the  present  coins  were  altered  to  decimal  coinage, 

221-231.261 The  gold  coins  suggested  by  witness  for  a  decimal  coinage  are  me 

sovereign,  half-sovereign,  and  ^s.  gold  piece,  232 The  silver  coins  are  a  piece  of  10 

cents  or  florin,  5  cents  or  i  s.,  2|  cents  or  Qd.,  \\  cents  or  3  d.f  and  1  cent  or  2j|(2.,  of  the 
present  money,  233,  234. 

The  copper  coins  suggested  are  a  4-ti thing  piece,  a  2*tithing  piece,  and  a  1 -tithing  pieqe ; 

the  term  **  mil"  might  perhaps  be  better  than  that  of  "tithing,"  235-238.  242,243 

Any  coin  of  mixed  metal  is  very  objectionable,  239 Opinion  that  a  chaqge  in  the 

value  of  the  present  coins  would  be  well  received  by  the  lower  classes,  240,  241 Cir^ 

cumstances  imder  which  it  would  be  desirable  to  assimilate  the  coin  ofthis  country  to  tl^at 

or  France  or  other  countries,  244-252 A  decimal  system  of  coinage  should  be  followed 

by  a  decimal  system  of  weights  and  measures  ;  illustration  of  the  simple  working  of  these 
systems,  and  the  saving  of  time  that  would  result  from  their  adoption,  253-260. 

'  [Second 
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PcuHey^  Lieut.-general  Sir  C.  WilUam,  K.  C.  B.    (Analysis  of  his  Evidence) — continued. 

[Second  Examination.] — Further  reference  to  the  payment  of  soldiers  under  a  system  of 

decimal  coinage,  showing  that  no  di6Sculty  will  be  experienced,  690,  691 Table  handed 

in,  of  sterling  money,  and  of  the  proposed  decimal  comage  compared,  from  one  farthing  to 
two  shillings  of  the  former,  and  from  one  mil  to  ten  cents,  or  one  florin,  of  the  latter,  692- 

.  694 The  only  new  coins  required  are  .  in  copper,  pieces  of  1,  2,  3,  and  4 mils;  and 

in  silver,  pieces  of  1,  2,  3,  and  6  cents,  695,  696 The  silver  coins  should  be  marked 

with  dieir  value  in  mils  as  well  as  in  cents;  this  is  not  necessary  in  the  pound, 
697-700- 

Peymeni  of  Troops.  The  payment  of  the  troops  may  be  easily  arranged  in  the  event  of  the 
adoption  of  a  decimal  coinage,  although  the  men  are  nominally  paid  at  the  rate  of  so 

•  many  pence  per  day.  Rep.  6— — ^There  would  not  be  any  difficuhy  in  the  payment  of 
troops,  if  the  value  of  the  present  coins  were  altered  to  decimal  coinage,  Sir  C.  W.  Pasley 
221-231.  261.  690,  691. 

Penny.  The  most  important  obstacles  to  the  adoption  of  the  decimal  system,  are  those 
-  connected  with  the  re-adjustment  of  obligations  expressed  in  the  penny,  by  receipts  in 
which  coin  various  portions  of  the  public  revenue  are  in  great  part  raised,  such  as  postage, 
newspaper  and  receipt  stamps,  as  well  as  many  duties  of  customs,  in  addition  to  the  class 
of  cases  in  which  private  interests  are  concerned.  Rep.  5,  6— Any  adjustment  will  be 
'  better  than  retaining  the  present  1  d.^  or  a  coin  equivalent  to  it;  certain  difficuities  will, 
however,  attend  the  substitution  of  a  mil  for  a  farthing;  instance  of  this  in  bridge  and 

•  road  tolls,  and  also  in  the  penny  postage,  Airy  294.  298-308.  346,  347.  476-480—— 
The  retention  of  the  4-mil  piece,  or  penny,  wronid  not  impede  the  chancre  towards  the 
decimal  system,  which  would  soon  be  understood  by  the  lower  classes,  De  Morgan  750, 

755""759 There  will  be  no  difficulty  in  the  4-mil  piece  being  four  per  cent,  less  in  value 

than  the  present  penny ;  the  articles  sold  will  soon  adjust  themselves  to  the  prices  paid, 

ib.  751,  752.  799-809 Opinion  that  the  present  penny  should  be  retained  as  ^J^th 

part  of  the  pound,  Arbuthnot  1078-1081 A  change  in  the  value  of  the  present  copper 

coins  \a  ould  not  be  productive  of  any  material  or  ultimate  loss  either  to  tolls  and  bridge^, 
or  to  the  penny  postage,  Gregory  1422-1427. 

See  also  Copper  Coins.        Newspaper  Stamps.        Penny  Postage.        Tolls,  ^c. 

Penny  Postage.  Observations  of  the  Committee  as  to  the  importance  of  the  subject  of  the 
penny  postage,  as  connected  with  the  introduction  of  a  system  of  decimal  coinage;  man- 
ner in  which  the  difficulties  of  the  case  may  be  overcome,  Rep.  6,  7 Any  change  in 

the  value  of  the  smaller  coins  would  cause  great  inconveiuenoe  with  respect  to  the  penny 
postage,  penny  tolls,  &c..  Sir  J.  Herschd  643-652;  Headlam  838-841.  852,  853;  Ar- 

buthnot  1082-1086 ^The  difficulty  of  the  penny  postage  might  be  overcome  by  the 

public  paying  5  mils  for  the  stamp  instead  of  four  fartnings;  this  would  be  no  real  hard- 
ship on  the  community,  Bevan  940.  977-979;  Arbuthnot  1503,  1504— —Witness  hands 
in  two  tables,  showing  how  the  penny  postage  may  be  adjusted  if  the  pound  be  divided 

into   1,000  mils,  Laurie  1134 ^Under  the  proposed  decimal  coinage,  by  which  the 

pound  would  be  divided  into  1,000  mils,  it  would  be  much  better  that  the  penny  postage 
Btainp  should  cost  four  mils  than  five  mils.  Hill  1196-1200.  1216  et  seq.        The  lisk  to 

'  the  rost-office  would  be  about  100,000  L  annually,  or  four  per  cent  on  the  gross  revenue, 
but  this  loss  would  be  gradually  made  up  by  the  increase  of  letters  consequent  on  the  re- 
duction, and  would  be  more  than  compensated  for  by  the  advantages  of  decimal  coinage 

to  the  community  at  large,  ift.  1197-1200.  1216.  1226-1237 In  making  4  mils  the 

cost  of  the  penny  stamp,  the  decimal  calculation  is  certainly  lost,  but  this  inconvenience  is 
better  than  the  impolicy  of  raising  the  postage  twenty  per  cent.,  by  fixing  the  price  of  the 

stamp  at  5  mils,  ib.  1217-1225.  1233 Whether  the  charge  be  5  mils  or  4  mils,  there 

will  DC  no  imperceptible  decrease  or  increase  in  the  postage,  and  at  present  there  is  quite 
deficiency  enough  m  the  revenue  of  the  Post-office,  Arbuthnot  1503,  1504— —.The  dif- 
ficulty of  applying  the  new  coinage  to  the  penny  postage,  penny  tolls,  &c.,  should  be  pro- 
Tided  for  by  sjiecial  legislation  ;  suggestions  on  this  point,  Bowring  1548-1552. 

See  also  Postage  Stamps,        Tolls,  ^c. 

Poorer  Classes.  How  far  any  prejudice  might  be  excited  amongst  the  lower  orders  by  a 
change  in  the  denominations  of  copper  coins ;  inconvenience  or  fraud  can  best  be  remedied 
by  a  general  and  total  substitution  of  the  new  coinage  for  the  old,  Hcuthey  99-114—* 
The  proposed  change  in  the  copper  coinage  would  be  well  received  by  the  lower  classes, 
who  would  soon  understand  the  difierence  between  a  mil  and  the  present  farthing,  Laurie 
177-181  ;  Sir  C.  W.  Pasley  240,  241  ;  Strugnell  86j-86g.  881.  898  et  seq.;  Lindsey 

994  et  seq. ;  Bowie  1320-1322  ;iirirAAam  1351  et  seq. ^There  would,  at  first,  be  some 

difficulty  with  the  lower  classes}  in  the  introduction  of  the  decimal  system,  but  this  would 

gradually  subside,  Sir  J.  Herschel  553-557.  564-568 With  respect  to  the  dealings  of 

the  poorer  classes,  the  article  sold  would  soon  adjust  itself  to  the  value  of  the  money  re- 
ceived, without  prejudice  to  the  interest  of  the  public,  Strugnell  889-893.  916-^937 

Thejpoorer  classes  would  not  suffer  any  practical  injury  irom  a  change  in  the  value  of 
o.66\  AA2  the 
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the  present  coins  by  a  division  of  the  sovereign  into  1,000  parts;  reference  to  the  small 

coins  most  required,  Meehing   1035-1050 Witness  delivers  in  **  A  statement  of  one 

day's  transactions  at  a  shop  in  the  tea  and  general  trade  in  a  low  part  of  Liverpool/' 
showing  the  small  sums  paid  for  a  given  number  of  articles,  Kirkham  1351* 

See  also  Competition.       HcUf-farthirigs.       Penny.        ShilUng.      Workit^  Classes.* 

Portugal.  Remarks  re4»ljve  to  the  introduction  of  the  French  decimal  metrical  system  of 
weights  and  measures  into  Portugal,  where  the  mode  of  reckoning  has  long  been  based 
on  the  decimal  system,  Rep,  4.        See  also  Accounts,  2. 

Postage  Stamps.  Remarks  as  to  the  number  of  postage  stamps  of  the  different  classes  from 
1  d.  to  IS.  which  are  sold  to  the  public;  opinion  that  there  would  be  no  saving  of  any 
impoKance  in  the  non-«xtension  of  the  proposed  diminution  to  the  dearer  stamps,  HiU 
1201-1216.  1238-1240. See  also  Penny  Postage. 

Post  Office.    There  would  be  a  considerable  saving  of  labour  and  time,  and  consequently  of ' 
expense,  by  the  introduction  of  the  decimal  system  into  the  Post  Ot&ce,  and  more  espe* 
cially  into  the  Money  Order  Department,  JB[iit  1230,  1234-1237* 

Potmd  Sterling.  Recommendation  that  the  present  pound  sterling  shall  be  the  unit  of  the 
new  system  of  coinage.  Rep.  5;  Airy  293-297.  302.  443;  Sir  J.  Herschel  516-529; 
FrankUn  1447-1469;  Boxcring  1537-1540  The  sovereign  should  be  divided  into  a 
thousand  parts  ur  farthings,  those  parts  bein^  called  mils,  Hankey  29 ;  Laurie  157,  158  ; 
Sir  C.  W.  Pasley  206,  etseq. ;    Airy  292 ;  Sir  J.  Herschel  529 ;  Miller  1146  ;  Franklin 

1447-1469;  Bowring  1537-1540 It  is  very  desirable  to  retain  the  sovereign  as  our 

unit  of  calculation,  as  being  at  present  the  standard  coin  bylaw,  and  the  basis  of  calculation 
with  respect  to  the  value  of  land  and  other  property,  Hankey  133-136 — -^The  pound 
sterling  must  be  retained  as  the  integer,  on  account  of  the  associations  connected  with  the 
term,  De  Morgan  728,  781-809— Table  delivered  in  showing  the  decimal  pound 
sterling  of  1  o  florins  of  100  cents,  with  the  equivalents  in  the  pound  sterling,  Laurie  1 134* 

See  also  Mils         Names  of  Coins.        Unit  of  Account. 
Private  Interests.    See  Decimal  System.        Railways.        Tolls,  t^c. 

Proclamation.  A  change  in  the  coinage  system  of  England  could  be  effected  without  any 
serious  difficulty,  by  means  of  proclamation,  Arbuthnot  1078. 

Public  Departments,  An  important  benefit  would  be  derived  in  several  departments  of  the 
public  service  from  the  proposed  change  to  a  decimal  system,  Rep.  3. 

R. 

Railways.  It  would  be  necessary  to  have  Acts  of  Parliament  to  alter  the  terms  of  contracts 
imposed  on  railways.  Sic.,  under  the  existing  coinage,  Headlam  838* 

Receipt  Stamps.  Observations  of  the  Committee  upon  the  subject  of  the  penny  receipt 
stamps  as  connected  with  the  adoption  of  a  system  of  decimal  coinage.  Rep.  7* 

Russia.    See  Accounts,  2.        China, 


Seignorage.    See  Issue  of  New  Coins. 

Shopkeepers.  Great  difficulty  is  now  experienced  by  the  shopkeeper  in  calcolatine 
interest  on  any  article  he  obtains  ;  the  calculation  would  be  much  easier  under  the  decimsd 
system,  Laurie  182-187. 

Shilling.  In  the  event  of  the  decimal  coinage  being  adopted,  it  will  be  necessary  to  call  in 
the  shillings,  and  to  issue  half-florins  instead  thereof;  the  term  '*  shilling''  must  be  abolished 
altogether,  and  that  of  **  florin  "  substituted  as  the  next  step  to  the  pound.   Airy  494. 

499-602 The  half-florin  should  be  marked  •*  one  shilling,"  '•  half-florin,'*  and  *•  50 

mils,"  De  Morgan  749 It  would   not  be  possible  to  retain  the  shilling  under  the 

decimal  system,  thoueh  it  would  be  desirable  to  do  so;  the  pound  and  not  10 f.  must  be 
taken  as  the  unit  of  the  system,  and  the  poorer  classes  would  soon  learn  to  reckon  in 

florins  instead  of  shillings,' S/rtign«Z/ 898-9 15 It  would  be  better  to  retain  the  shilling 

as  a  common  coin  than  the  florin,  but  there  is  no  necessity  of  going  lower  in  the  scale  than 

the  present  farthing,  Lindsey  1008-1029 Recommendation  that  the  term  "  shilling''  be 

letamed  as  the  name  of  the  50-mils  piece,  Arbuthnot  1505.  1513, 1514- 
See  also  Silver  Coins. 
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Silver  Coins.  Recommendation  that  all  the  silver  coina  hereafter  coined  ahonld  have  their 
value  in  mils  marked  upon  them,  in  order  that  the  pablic  might,  at  the  earliest  poaaible 
period,  associate  the  idea  of  that  system  with  their  different  pecuniary  transactipna,  Rm^ 
7 ;  Sir  C.  W.  Pasky  697-700 ;  De  Morgan  748,  749—^ — Tne  silver  coins  should  be  the 
florin  of  100  mils,  ihe  half  florin  uf  50  mils,  the  quarter  florin  of  35  mils,  and  the  cent 
of  10  mils,  Hankey  29.  31,  32;  Bennoch  1260— With  respect  to  the  silver  pieces,  a 
coin  of  45.,  or  dollar,  would  be  very  convenient,  and  would  suit  many  purposes  of 

exchange;  inconvenience  of  the  present  crown  piece,  Laurie  161-163 ^The  other 

silver  coins  proposed  by  witness  are  the  florin,  or  coin  of  100  mils ;  a  coin  of  50  mils ;  one 

of  20,  and  one  of  10,  ib.  164,  165 The  silver  coins  suggested  by  witness  are,  a  piece 

of  10  cents,  or  florin ;  5  cents,  or  Is.;  2  )  cents,  or  6d.;  1  i  cents,  or  3  £{. ;  and  1  cent, 
or  2^  if.  of  the  present  money.  Sir  C.  W.  Pasley,  233,  234— Proposal  (of  a  silver 
coin  of  200  mils,  equivalent  to  the  American  dollar ;  one  of  100  mils,  or  florin;  one  of 
50  mils,  or  shilling;  one  either  of  25  or  30  mils ;  and  one  of  10  mils.  Airy  374-381.  383- 

385*  390.  439-441 ^The  silver  pieces  should  be  coins  of  10,  20,  30,  50,  and  100  mils; 

these  might  be  distinguished  more  fully  by  the  edges  of  each  alternate  coin  being  milled. 
Sir  J  Herschel  52^531. 

A  silver  coin  of  2)  d  present  coinage  should  be  issued  as  familiarising  the  public  mind 
with  the  principles  of  decimal  calculation ;  this  coin  should  in  time  be  made  one-fifth  of 

a  shilling,,  and  one-tenth  of  a  florin,  De  Morgan  715-727 ITie  silver  coins  proposed  by 

witness  are  pieces  of  1,  2,  4,  and  5  cents,  ib.  747— ^>  A  silver  coin  of  2 1 1/.  should  replace 

the  silver  ^d.,  Headlam  857 ^The  silver  coins  suggested  are  pieces  of  20, 50,  and  100 

mils,  Bevan  945 — --In  silver  tlie  coins  might  be  florin,  shilling,  25-cent  piece,  and  20- 
cent  piece;  a  lo-mil  piece  would  also  be  convenient^  Arbuthnot  1506-1 50g»  1513,  1514 
Instead  of  fixing  by  proclamation  the  value  in  decimal  currency  of  the  i>resent  silver 
coins,  as  proposed  in  witness's  bill,  it  might  be  better  to  call  in  such  coins,  and  give 

an  equivalent  for  them  in  the  new  coinage,  ib*  1515-1518 There  should  be  three 

silver  coins,  representing  the  lotli^  the  50th,  and  the  looth  parts  of  the  pound,  Bowring 
1543* 

See  also  Cents.  Crown  Pieces.  Florins.  Fourpenny  Pieces*  Half  Crowns. 
New  Coitis.  Shilling*  Sixpenny  Pieces*  SmaU  Coins*  Threepenny 

Pieces* 

Sixpenny  Pieces.  Opinion  that  as  a -permanent  coin  a  20-mils  piece  is  preferable  to  that  of 
25-mil8,  and  that  the  latter  coin  or  sixpence  might  gradually  be  abolished  without  incon^ 
venience,  Airy  388-394.  403-409.  431,  432.  442, See  iL^  Names  of  Coins* 

SmaU  Coins.  With  respect  to  the  smallness  of  the  proposed  lO-mil  piece,  it  is  not  likely  to 
create  any  inconvenience,  or  to  be  mistaken  for  the  next  silver  piece  of  25-mils,  Hanhey 
67,  68— —Very  few  silver  lo-mil  pieces  would  be  necessary ;  their  size  would  be  no  objec- 
tion to  a  large  issue  of  them,  Sir  J.  Herschel  579-582 There  would  be  no  inconvenience 

on  account  of  the  size  of  the  quarter-sovereign  or  of  the  lO-mil  silver  piece,  and  they  are 

both  very  desirable  coins,  Bennoch  1262-1264, 1275-1278 Considerable  disadvantage 

to  the  public  results  from  the  difficulty  or  obtaining  a  sufficiency  of  small  coins,  Up.  1272* 
1279- 1283. 

See  also  Gold  Coins.         Half  Farthing.         Poorer  Classes*         Silver  Coins. 

Spain.  Remarks  as  to  the  confusion  existing  in  monetary  transactions  in  Spain  and  parts 
of  Germany,  in  conseqtience  of  the  absence  of  the  decimal  system  of  accounts,  Bowring 
1524-1526. 

Stamps.  See  Customs  Duties.  Newspaper  Stamps*  Postage  Stamps*  Receipt 
Stamps. 

Standard  of  Value.  If  gold  were  adopted  as  the  standard  of  value  by  other  countries,  it 
would  be  possible  to  make  such  international  arrangements  as  would  make  the  coins  of 

different  countries  interchangeable  at  a  fixed  rate,  Airy  468-475- Evidence  showing 

how  far  it  is  practicable  or  desirable  to  make  the  coins  of  this  country,  and  of  other  coun- 
tries, such  as  France,  interchangeable,  by  adopting  a  common  standard  of  value,  and  of 
pureness  of  metal.  Sir  J.  Herschel  653-689 — — Tiie  adoption  of  a  common  standard  in 
different  countries  would  not  have  much  effect  in  checking  speculation  in  the  exchanges^ 
ib.  676-678,  687,  688. See  also  Pound  Sterling. 

Strvgnell,  Frederick.    (Analysis  of  bis  Evidence.) — Grocer,  &c.,  in  the  Edseware-road, 

865, 866 ^There  would  be  no  difficulty  with  respect  to  the  lower  classes  of  the  people 

in  carrying  out  a  decimal  system  of  coinage,  867-869.  881.  898  et  seg. It  would  be 

better  to  adopt  decimal  coinage  at  once  than  to  introduce  it  gradually,  870,  871.  879 

Description  and  value  of  the  different  coins  most  desirable  under  the  decimal  system, 

'  starting  from  tlie  pound,  which  should  be  worth  1,000  mils,  872-879.  895-897— The 
adoption  of  decimal  coinage  would  after  a  time  effect  a  great  saving  in  the  keeping  of 

accounts,  and  would  render  them  very  simple,  882-888 With  respect  to  the  dealings 

of  the  poorer  classes,  the  article  liold  would  soon  adjust  itself  to  the  yalue  of  the  money 
.     o.66»  A  A  3  received 
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Strugnellf  Frederick    (Analysis  of  his  Evidence) — continued. 

received,  without  prejudice  to  the  interests  of  the  public,  889-893.  916-937 Opinion 

that  there  is  no  necessity  to  go  lower  in  the  decimal  scale  than  the  present  farthings,  891- 

894.  907-915 It  would  not  be  possible  to  retain  the  shilling  under  the  decimal 

system,  though  it  would  be  desirable  to  do  so;  the  pound  and  not  105.  must  be  taken 
•as  the  unit  of  the  system;  the  poorer  classes  would  soon  learn  to  reckon  in  florins 
instead  of  shillings,  898-915. 

^'SwaurpaUf*'  or  Abacus.    See  China., 

Sweating  of  Coin.     See  Abrasion  of  Coin. 


Taylor,  Henrv.    (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.) — Clerk  to  Messrs.  Whitbread,  &  Co.,  brewers, 

1174 Has  published  a  book  on  decimal  coinage,  1175.  1193 ^The  adoption  of  the 

decimal  system  would  save  considerable  lime  ana  labour  in  calculations;  illustration  of 

'    this  from  witness's  book,  1176,  1177.  119a Suggestions  as  to  the  new  coins  to  be 

adopted  ;  statement  of  the  old  coins  and  new  coins  of  circulation  and  of  account,  1178- 
1191**— Accounts  should  be  kept  decimally  in  pounds,  florins,  and  cents,  but  witness 
advises  the  retention  of  the  threepenny  piece  for  circulation,  though  not  forming  any 
decimal  relation  to  the  pound  ;  a  strictly  decimal  system  should  not  be  attempted,  1178- 

119  J The  term  **  cent"  is  preferable  to  that  of  ^^  mil,"  and  has  been  found  to  answer 

better  in  America  and  eUewhere,  1 182,  1183. 

Threepenny  Pieces.  The  silver  pieces  of  2  d.  and  3  d.  should  be  called  in,  Headlam,  856, 
857.-        See  also  Fourpenny  Pieces.        Silver  Coins. 

ToUSf  isc.  Toll^,  &c.,  which  are  now  fiud  by  Act  of  Parliament  at  \d.OT  i  d.  might  easily 
be  dealt  with  under  a  decimal  coitMi<;e ;  paper  delivered  in  shewing  the  rule  for  the 
determination  of  the  term  during  which  a  toll  should  be,  in  new  farttiings,  one  more  than 
now  in  old  ones,  in  order  to  compensate  the  owner  of  the  tolls  for  the  reduction  of  the 

farthing  to  the  i,oooth  of  a  pound,  DeMorgan  753,  754 It  would  be  necessary  to  deal 

separately  by  Act  with  every  toUrate  in  the  country,  Headlam  838-840.  852— -Sugges- 
tioi«  for  dealing  with  specific  tolls,  which  under  the  new  coinage  there  would  be  no  coin 

to  meet,  Beva/t  9^0-944.  980-982 Remarks  as  to  the  best  means  of  compounding 

with  tolls  under  the  contemplated  change  in  the  coinage;  table  delivered  in  showing  the 
present  value  of  a  perpetuity  of  from  i  /.  to  100  /•  per  annum,  at  twenty  years'  purchase, 

at  ceitain  rates  per  cent,,  Laurie  1 134 Reference  to  the  best  means  of  dealing  with 

tolls  and  the  penny  postage,  under  a  division  of  the  sovereign  into  1,000  parts,  MiUer 

1147.  1151,  1152,  1168,  1169 Detail  of  the  mode  by  which  tolls  now  levied  under 

Act  of  Parliament  should  be  dealt  with,  Arbuthnot  1475.  1497-1502. 

See  also  Penny.        Penny  Postage. 
Troops.    See  Payment  of  Troops. 

U. 

Unit  of  Account.  Observations  of  the  Committee  on  the  proposal  for  the  retention  of  the 
present  farthing  as  the  basis  of  a  new  system  of  coinage,  leaving  its  relation  to  the 

'    existing  penny  untouched.  Rep.  5 ^The  adoption  of  that  proposal  would  necessitate 

the  witnarawal  of  the  whole  of  the  present  gold  coinage  and  nearly  the  whole  of  the 

.    silver;  the  Committee  do  not  feel  themselves  warranted  in  recommending  the  adoption  of 

such  a  proposal,  1*6. Objection  to  making  105.  the  unit,  and  dividing  it  into  1,000 

parts.  Airy  325-336;  De  Morgan  729.  781-809 ^Witness  objects  to  the  retention  of 

farthines  with  a  change  of  all  the  other  coins,  De  Morgan  730,  731 Witness  would 

alter  all  the  existing  gold  and  silver  corns,  the  principle  of  his  decimal  system  being  to 

build  up  from  the  mil  or  farthing,  Headlam  858-862 Different  tables  showing  the 

present  sovereign  and  the  half-sovereign,  taken  as  units  and  divided  into  certain  decimal 

parts,  Zatcm  1134 Opinion  that  decimal  currency  can  be  best  effected  by  making 

the  florin  the  unit  of  accounts,  with  100  cents  to  1  florin,  and  10  florins  to  1  pound, 
ib. Suggested  alterations  in  our  present  coins  for  introducing  the  decimal  sys- 
tem ;  the  pound  should  continue  as  the  unit  of  account  and  should  be  divided  into  a 
1,000  parts  or  mils,  Bennoch  1255  et  seq. See  also  Pound  Sterling.        Shilling. 

United  States.    See  America. 

l/niversal  System.  General  adoption  of  a  decimal  system  in  the  different  countries  of  the 
world,  not  only  in  the  case  of  money,  but  also  as  respects  weights  and  measures ;  no 
instance  has  occurred  in  which  a  country,  after  adopting  the  decimal  system,  has  aban- 
doned it.  Rep.  4^ — An  assimilation  of  weights  and  measures  as  well  as  of  coinage 

throughout 
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Universal  System — continued, 
throughout  the  world  would  be  of  great  advantage,  Hankey  131,  132;  Atry  481*493 
— >--*A  universal   system  of  weights   and  measures  common  to   all  countries   is  very 
desirable,  but  is  not  practicable;  extensive  adoption  of  the  French  system,  which  is  a 

very  good  one,  Sir  J.  Herschel  603-610 Difficulties  in  the  way  of  universal  decimal 

systems  of  coinage  and  of  weighis  and  measures,  De  Morgan  "Jo^^jSo.  810.  816-821 
Impracticability  of  the  universal,  adoption  of  both  systems.  Hovering  1586-1593. 

See  also  Coins.        Standard  of  Value. 

V. 

Value  of  Coins.    Table  handed  in,  of  sterling  money  and  of  the  proposed  decimal  coinage 
compared,  from  one  farthine  to  two  shillings  of  the  former,  and  from  one  mil  to  ten  cents, 

or  one  florin,  of  the  latter.  Sir  C.  W.  PasUy  692-694 Every  existing  coin  should  be 

stamped  with  its  value  in  existing  farthings  or  mils,  Headlam  855. 

See  also  Coins.         Copper  Coins.  Florins.         Issue  of  New  Coins.         Shilling. 

Silver  Coins. 


**  Victorias.'^    See  New  Coins. 


W. 


Weights  and  Measures.     Observations  of  the  Committee  with  respect  to  the  advantage  of 

applying  the  decimal  system  to  weights  and  measures  as  well  as  to  coinage,  Rep.  8 

Avoirdupois  weight  is  only  used  at  the  Bank  of  England  in  buying  paper  and  g^KxIs  of 
that  kind ;  if  a  change  in  ihe  system  of  measures  were  made,  it  would  be  desirable  to  keep 

the  pound  avoirdupois,  and  not  to  have  any  reference  to  troy  weight,  Hankey  1 1-25 

A  system  of  decimal  weights  and  measures,  in  conjunction  with  a  decimal  coinage,  would 
afford  great  facilities  in  calculation,  Sir  C.  W.  Pasley  253-260  ;  Airy  350-360.  481-493 ; 
Sir  J.  Herschel  592-602;  Meeking  1051-1054;  Duke  of  Leinster  1108-1115.  1120. 
1132,  1133;    Miller    1171-1173;    Bennoch    1288-1290;     Beard  1299-1302;    Dowie 

1341-1347 A  decimal  system  of  weights  and  measures  is  very  desirable,  but  the 

decimal  system  of  coinage  should  be  first  adopted ;  how  far  the  French  system  of  weights 

and  measures  is  to  be  recommended  for  general  adoption,  De  Morgan  761-780 It  is 

very  desirable  to  introduce  the  French  decimal  system  of  weights  and  measures  into  this 
country,  and  to  make  that  system  universal,  Gregory  1428-1434. 

See  also  Bank  of  England.         Customs  Duties.        Portugal.        Universal  System. 

WorkiT^  Classes.  Observations  of  the  Committee  with  regard  to  the  feeling  of  the  public, 
especially  of  the  working  classes,  in  reference  to  the  proposed  change,  B^.  4,  5  -No 
inconvenience  would  result  from  a  decimal  coinajze,  either  as  regards  the  relation  of 
employers  and  workmen,  or  in  the  transactions  of  the  poor.  Beard  1303-1305— —I'he 
simplicity  of  decimal  coinage  would  save  considerable  time  and  labour  in  calculations^ 
and  might  be  adopted  without  inconvenience  to  the  working  classes,  Bazley  isog-isiy. 

See  also  Calculations.         Poorer  Classes. 
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